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CANDIDATES FOR 66TH ASSEMBLY
Governor
Andre

Kohn

Stagg High School

Daniel

Park

Waubonsie Valley

Connor

Storey

Mt. Vernon

Ashley

Maras

Neuqua Valley

Cristina

Nunez

BBCHS

Madison

Hart

Sesser-Valier

Carly

LeRoy

Waubonsie Valley

Caleb

Williams

BBCHS

Dylon

Kelly

Sesser-Valier

Rushil

Shukla

Waubonsie Valley

Ryan

Witry

Andrew

Ethan

Hamburger

Sesser-Valier

Deepika

Khanna

Waubonsie Valley

Matthew

Pajor

Lake Park

Xavier

Sanchez

Stagg High School

Wade

Xanders

Mt. Vernon

Savannah

Boles

Sesser-Valier

Daniel

Flood

Mt. Vernon

Jessica

Kim

Waubonsie Valley

Griffin

Michel

Carmel Catholic

Surbhi

Sarup

Neuqua Valley

Chief Justice

Lieutenant Governor

Secretary of State

President of the Senate

Speaker of the House

Executive Director of Lobbyists
Archit

Dhar

Neuqua Valley

Jessalyn

Eubanks

Sesser-Valier
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ADMINISTRATIVE OFFICERS
Clerk of the House
(G)
Andres
Jacquez

Oswego

(O)

Gabrielle

Jones

Williamsville

(B)

Selin

Sipahi

BBCHS

Secretary of the Senate
(O)
Siara
Carter

Sesser-Valier

(G)

Anissa

Patel

Lake Park

(B)

Paulina

Witek

Shepard

Sgt-At-Arms House
(O)
Allison

Mool

Williamsville

(G)

Evan

Owens

Mt. Vernon

(B)

Nadia

Youssef

BBCHS

Sgt-At-Arms Senate
(B)
Michaela

Comer

BBCHS

(O)

Matt

Degarmo

Oswego

(G)

Torean

Moore

Mt. Vernon

Chaplain of the House
(B)
John

Collin

Carmel Catholic

(G)

Nicholas

Marlo

Sesser-Valier

(O)

Kaitlyn

Mayer

Williamsville

Chaplain of the Senate
(B)
Zach
Hanusek

Southwest IL Y

(G)

Emily

Sexauer

Wheaton Warrenville South

(O)

Crissy

Stearns

Murphysboro

3

ILLINOIS YMCA YOUTH AND GOVERNMENT
SIXTY-SIXTH ASSEMBLY

GENERAL INFORMATION
Conduct

Illinois YMCA Youth and Government is privileged to be able to use the Chambers and
Capitol Complext for our Assembly. It is of the utmost importance to respect the staff,
facilities, advisors and other participants while in Springfield. Everyone is accountable for
their own actions; remember those actions reflect on not just the individual, but the
delegation and the program as a whole. Remember that each of our participants signed a
Code of Conduct, and is held accountable to that Code.
Rules for the Illinois YMCA Youth and Government Assembly

1. Federal, State, County, and City laws must be observed.
2. Participants (adults, college staff, and students) must attend all meetings/functions
and/or activities (including Saturday evening) and perform all duties required.
3. All of the facilities which the Illinois YMCA Youth and Government participants are
using are unique, often historical, and in most cases are not open to the general
public or other organizations serving large groups of high school students.
4. Youth and Government badges must be displayed at all times whenever students are
outside their hotel rooms. Failure to wear the badge will mean loss of participation.
5. The utmost respect must be accorded to all hotel and state employees.
Further, hotel guests, capitol area visitors and/or tour groups must be
similarly afforded the same courtesy and respect.
6. Students are not permitted to smoke anytime during the weekend. This includes all
time spent in Springfield, as well as traveling to and from Springfield. Adults and
College Staff may not smoke at any scheduled meeting, function or event, on shuttle
buses, inside any state-owned facility, in non-smoking hotel rooms, nor in the
presence of any student.
7. Use or possession of illicit drugs or weapons is not permitted. The use of alcoholic
beverages is banned for all students and College Staff.
8. No food or drink is permitted at the hotel during any committee meeting, training,
or opening session. In addition, no food or drink is permitted in any state-owned
facility except for the cafeteria in the lower level of the Stratton Building.
9. Chewing gum is not permitted at the hotels during scheduled meetings, on the
shuttle buses, or anywhere inside state-owned facilities (except for the Stratton
cafeteria). At any time when gum chewing is permitted, proper disposal is required.
10. Please observe curfew and adhere to all other printed times as stated in the
Schedule or communicated by Youth and Government authorities.
11. Students who visit the room of, or are visited in a room by a member of the
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opposite gender (provided this has not been excluded by your advisor) will at all
times conduct themselves in a positive respectful manner. College Staff members
are not permitted to enter a student’s room, nor are students permitted in a College
Staff room. Additionally, no one is permitted to enter a non-Youth and Government
hotel room.
Rules for the Capitol Complex

1. All participants will be subject to search and must pass through metal detectors
before entering most state-owned facilities. Participants are strongly encouraged
not to bring backpacks or briefcases. Participants should also be prepared to
provide photo identification, in addition to wearing their Youth and Government
badges, and sign in and out of state-owned facilities. Compliance is mandatory and
everyone’s attitude
attitude must be respectful and courteous.
courteous Failure will likely mean
suspension from the program and prosecution.
2. Participants are permitted in only those areas for which approval has been
granted to Illinois YMCA Youth and Government. This means direct access only to
committees, courts, legislative chambers, galleries, rooms designated as program
headquarters, and restrooms off major hallways. All other side hallways, offices,
meeting rooms, and restrooms are off limits, including those restrooms directly off
the chamber. In addition, at the Capitol, no one may go above the fourth floor, in
the side aisles off the chambers, behind the chambers, and/or wander in the lower
level.
Dress Code

The Dress Code, which requires Professional Dress, must be observed at all officially
scheduled sessions by all program participants and advisors. The guidelines for Banquet
Professional Dress are exactly the same as those for Professional Dress, except, females
will be allowed to wear semi-formal dresses to the banquet. However, females wearing
these dresses will be required to change clothing in order to comply with the regular
Professional Dress guidelines for all sessions following the banquet.
Disciplinary Action

The Code of Conduct, rules, and Dress Code are considered binding for all participants. The
Advisor's role is one of imparting information, counseling, encouraging students, and
making sure that all students conform to the signed Code of Conduct. If rules of conduct
are violated, disciplinary measures will be administered by the Executive Director or his
designated representative. Various disciplinary actions may include expulsion and/or
suspension from Youth and Government and notification of parent(s). In some cases, local
authorities may be notified with prosecution probable. In cases of expulsion from the
program, students are sent home at their own expense. No refunds will be given!
Student Computer Centers

Computers for student use are located outside the Governor’s Office of the second floor
Capitol Rotunda.
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PROGRAM INFORMATION
The Youth and Government program is comprised of Legislative, Press and Judicial sections.
The following is a short overview of these sections which provides some additional details
on procedures and organization.
LEGISLATIVE
Committee Assignments
Both the Senate and House Sponsors are assigned to the same committee based upon the
origin of their bill. The Co-Sponsors are randomly assigned to other committees. The CoSponsors are purposely not assigned to the same committee where their Bill originates.
Individuals’ Committee assignments are indicated on the Delegation Roster, in the column
titled “Committee.” To see the committee where the Bill is located, please see the section
titled “Committee Assignments.” All bills are spread across the 3 Senates and 3 Houses,
Blue, Gray, Orange.
Committee Sessions
Committees are extremely important. The Committee must approve legislation before it
can be acted upon by either house. In the interest of time, there are combined House and
Senate Committees. Please be advised that all Legislators must attend all Committee
sessions.
Amendments
All amendments to bills either in committee or on the floor must be made on the proper
amendment forms (in duplicate). All Presiding Officers and Committee Chairpersons will
have forms available or additional copies can be found at the Bill Flow Desk. If there is
more than one amendment (that's other than a typographical error correction) or if any
given amendment exceeds five typed lines, the bill must be re-typed and copied by its
sponsors. Copying and typing will be at the expense of the bill group.
Passage of Bills
When a bill has been passed by both House and Senate in the exact same form, the last
house to approve it will immediately send the bill to the Bill Flow Desk, and from there to
the Youth Governor. The Youth Governor will then study the bill in its final form. The
Governor may then either: sign the bill, veto the legislation (which would require a 3/5
vote in both chambers to override), or use his Amendatory Veto privileges which would
require a majority vote in both chambers before becoming a law.
Lobbyists
Lobbyists may testify in committees after obtaining permission from the Committee
Chairperson. Lobbyists do not vote in committee nor are they allowed on the floor of the
chambers. During the entire Assembly weekend, Lobbyists will seek out legislators and
their elected youth officers, as well as the media in order to further their particular causes.
Lobbyists’ Committee assignments are indicated in the Delegate Roster, in the column titled
“Committee,” which is also the committee to which their bill is assigned. For further
reference, see the Committee Assignments page. Lobbyists’ Position Papers are located
after the bill with which they are aligned. Also please see “Lobbyists’ Resolutions and
Special Committee Bills Rules.”
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Legislative Assistants
Legislative Assistants serve as Election Officials, Clerks of the House, Secretaries of the
Senate, Bill Flow Clerks and assistants for bill groups. All Legislative Assistants will also
participate in the Issues Forum on Saturday and Sunday.
PRESS

The Newspaper and Video Press will provide digital and televised coverage of Assembly
events. They are permitted to attend all meetings and observe from the gallery in each
chamber. Press Corps members are not allowed on the floor of the chambers.
JUDICIAL

Youth attorneys have been working on two different criminal cases, People of the State of
Illinois vs. Ronald Weaver, and People of the State of Illinois vs. Larry McNeill. The appeals
will be argued on Saturday in courtrooms in the Capitol Complex. Please see the Judicial
Schedule as well as the Judicial Docket Handout which details argument times and
participants. The Judicial Program coordinators and participants invite everyone to drop in
and see the youth attorneys as they make their arguments before Supreme Courts
comprised of Youth Justices.
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Y & G HEADQUARTERS/LOST AND FOUND

Capital View – 12th Floor, Crowne Plaza
Governor’s Office - 2nd Floor, Capitol Bldg.
NURSE'S OFFICE
Room 526 - Crowne Plaza
(If you have a medical emergency while at the Capitol, contact the Y&G staff in Governor Rauner’s Office, or state
security personnel.)
FRIDAY LUGGAGE STORAGE
Plaza E
SUNDAY LUGGAGE STORAGE
Plaza E - Crowne Plaza
GOVERNOR (Sat. and Sun.)
LIEUTENANT GOVERNOR
SECRETARY OF STATE
CHIEF JUSTICE (Sat.)
Sunday
PRESS CORPS
Newspaper
Video
COMMITTEES
Friday
Saturday/Sunday
LEGISLATIVE ASSISTANTS
Friday
Issues Forum - Saturday
Issues Forum - Sunday
BILL FLOW
Friday
Saturday/Sunday
ATTENDANCE STATION
Friday
Saturday/Sunday
LOBBYISTS
Friday Afternoon
Friday Night
Saturday
Sunday
JUDICIAL
Court I - Saturday
Court II - Saturday
Court III - Saturday
Court IV – Saturday
Research - All Day Saturday
Opinion Writing - Saturday Night
Preparation for Judicial Review - Sunday Morning
Decisions/Awards - Sunday Afternoon
Judicial Review - Sunday Afternoon
COMPUTERS

Governor’s Office - 2nd Floor, Capitol Building
Governor’s Office - 2nd Floor, Capitol Building
Convention Registration Desk - Crowne Plaza
3rd Floor - Capitol Building (Bill Flow)
Attorney General Building (Helen Radigan Hall)
Room 212, Capitol Building
Board Room - Holiday Inn Express
Room 402A - Capitol Building
Wintergarden Room - Crowne Plaza
Room 100 - Capitol Building
Convention Registration Desk - Crowne Plaza
Outside Governor’s Office - 2nd Floor, Capitol .
Convention Registration Desk - Crowne Plaza
3rd Floor Board Room - Stratton Building
Room 409 – Capitol Building
Convention Registration Desk - Crowne Plaza
3rd Floor - Capitol Building
Convention Registration Desk - Crowne Plaza
Outside Governor’s Office - 2nd Floor, Capitol .
Plaza C/D - Crowne Plaza
Sapphire - Crowne Plaza
Room 114 - Capitol Building
Room 114 – Capitol Building
Supreme Court
Former 4th Appellate Court
Room 212 - Capitol Building
Room 118 – Capitol Building
Attorney General Building (Helen Radigan Hall)
Crowne Plaza, 3rd Floor Conference Rooms
Room 212 - Capitol Building
Room 212 - Capitol Building
Room 212 - Capitol Building
Outside Governor’s Office - 2nd Floor, Capitol .
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2014-2015 ADVISORS
The following are this year’s Advisors to our program. There would not be Illinois
YMCA Youth and Government without the following, working with their delegations
and offering their time and expertise in helping to ensure that “Democracy Must Be
Learned by Each Generation.” Thank you to all! (* denotes Head Advisors)
Addison Trail High School
Michael Ross*
Andrew High School
Mark Lobes*
Tina Garcia
Batavia High School
School
William Kettering*
Bradley Bourbonnais Comm. HS
Rachael Dovgin*
Kaase El-Talabani
Justin Gomez
Matthew Livesay
Sara Youssef
Carl Sandburg High School
Steven Echternach*
Pat Usher
Carmel Catholic High School
Jeffery Ptacek*
Tina Cosentino
Ellen Nelson
Carterville High School
Josh Hall *
Kelly Thompson
Decatur Family Y
Keith Worland*
Katie Worland
Eisenhower High School
Kelly Kasper*
Kathleen Connelly
Faith Lutheran High School
Chris Schoenleb*
Heritage High School
Kami White*

Kenwood Academy
Stephanie Pinta*
Ilhan Avcioglu
Lake Park High School
John Powell*
Donald Fulmer
Lauren Gorey
Jeanne Hamacher
Alexandra Hamilton
Danielle Ragano
Jay Robertson
Jeff Sichz
Julie Stetson
Leyden
Kevin Pluchar*
Brian Rooney
Metea Valley High School
Scott Gregory*
Susan Fuhrer
Dave Luedtke
Mount Vernon High School
Jessica Pilson*
Kari Docherty
Sean Docherty
David Overstreet
Sarah Watts
Murphysboro High School
Orlan Brown*
Naperville Central High School
Donna Mohn*
Michael Wilson
Naperville North High School
Timothy Johnson*
John Noffke
Neuqua Valley High School
Kelli Tufo*
Catherine Bishir
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Joe Brennan
Inna Kagan
Katie Knopp
Tammy Schutzenhofer
Paul Whisler
Northwest Independent
Mary Lou Davis
Oswego High School
Brenda Shay*
Aaron Henricks
Chanel Keyvan
Jackie Wojtyszyn
Violet Bors
Matt Wolski
SesserSesser-Valier High School
Craig Garner*
Melodee Garner
Penny Robbins
Shepard High School
Gina Hanna*
Courtney Siska
Southwest IL YMCA
William Welsh*
Joe Anderson
Melisha Emerson
Brittany Grubb
Cari Novaria
Stagg High School

Adam Zmuda*
Reneh Abudayyeh
Carol Czworniak-Weybright
Suzan Jaber
Margaret Nagle
Karen O’Shea
Vanessa Smurzynski
Stevenson High School
Richard Pierce*
James Kollar
Waubonsie Valley High School
Chris Wolak*
Megan Dougherty
Eric Flodberg
Waubonsie Valley,
Valley, cont.
Ryan Krachenfels
David Severance
Lea Shababy

West Frankfort
Daniel DeWerff*
Josh Maddox
Westmont High School
Peter Landreth*
Wheaton Warrenville South High School
Chuck Williams*
Richard Mitchell
Johnna Rediehs
Fred Teitze
Williamsville High School
Tonia Faloon-Sullivan*
Michael Gudwien
Daniel Rigney
Willowbrook High School
Charles Sheridan*
Free Spirit Media
Dan Neumann
Rachel Jones
Jackie Richter
PROGRAM VOLUNTEERS
Diane Addante
Michael Barnes
Jodi Eaves
Phillip Garee
Megan Godette
Heidi Hockberger
Ben Johnson
Brandon Krozel
Aaron Massie
Christopher MacDonald
Shayma Patel
Beth Swing
Alex Tramel
Chuck Tramel
Elaina Tramel
Sarah Virani
Brendan Witry
PROGRAM CONSULTANTS
Dawn D’Orazio and Kristin Miller
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2015 COLLEGE STAFF
We are pleased to have the following Youth and Government Alumni back to serve on our College
Staff. Many thanks to them for travelling back to Springfield to help with our Assembly!
Name

College

Former Delegation

Katie

Bassett

University of Minnesota - Twin Cities

Bradley Bourbonnais Comm.

Isaiah

Booker

Northern Illinois University

Naperville North High School

Jayme

Boreman

Moraine Valley Community College

Andrew High School

Tara

Chattoraj

University of Illinois at Urbana Champaign Wheaton Warrenville South

Jinnie

Christensen University of Alabama

Abigail

Defino

Marquette University

Lake Park High School

Maty

Garner

Rend Lake

Sesser-Valier High School

Nadia

Gonzalez

University of Illinois at Urbana Champaign

Waubonsie Valley High School

Vincent

Hale

United States Military Academy (West Point)

Stagg High School

Neuqua Valley High School

Elizabeth Haskins

University of Illinois at Chicago

Eisenhower High School

Jordan

Howell

University of Colorado Boulder

Lake Park High School

Anna

Kluemke

University of Illinois

Williamsville High School

Robert

Lampros

University of Illinois

Wheaton Warrenville South

Zachary

McCoy-Brock University of Illinois at Chicago

Waubonsie Valley High School

Stanley

Natonek

Millikin University

Oswego High School

Hannah

Owens

University of Evansville

Mt. Vernon T’ship High School

Shail

Patel

Depaul University

Neuqua Valley High School

Kyle

Rakos

Purdue University

Batavia High School

Amador

Salinas

Embry-Riddle Aeronautical University

Oswego High School

Pallavi

Sarup

Indiana University

Neuqua Valley High School

Maci

Sepp

Greenville College

South Elgin High School

Angela

Shaw

Carthage

Lake Park High School

Erla

Teli

Point Loma Nazarene University

Lake Park High School

Kevin

Wei

University of Chicago

Neuqua Valley High School

Mikala

Williams

Kaskaskia College

Sesser-Valier High School

Adam

Youssef

University of Illinois

Bradley Bourbonnais Comm.

Evan

Zaucha

University of Illinois

Bradley Bourbonnais Comm.

Trevor

Zaucha

University of Illinois

Bradley Bourbonnais Comm.
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ROSTER
Senators and Representatives will meet only in the legislative chamber to which they are assigned. There
are three separate Legislatures – Blue, Gray, Orange. Members of the Blue Legislature are designated (B),
members of the Gray Legislature are designated (G), and members of the Orange Legislature are designated
(O). Please see the section titled “Committee Assignments” for where Bills are assigned; all of this
information is also on nametags. Refer to Schedules for when Committee and Legislative Sessions are;
legislators, lobbyists and legislative assistants are required to attend their designated sessions.

Name

Role

Seat #Committee Prelim Bill # Final Bill #

ADDISON TRAIL HIGH SCHOOL
Nino
Stephanie
Viola
Alex
Sarah
Gabby
Sebastian
Arthur
Megan
Annalise
Gabby
Saul
Jackson
Joanna

Conte
Diaz
Gjanci
Gunnerson
Hoda
Jurkiewicz
Kurpiel
Lee
Levonyak
Morrone
Morrone
Rivera
Ustas
Villalobos

House
Senate
House
Lobbyist
Lobbyist
Senate
House
House
House
Lobbyist
House
Senate
Senate
House

(O)
(O)
(O)

(O)
(O)
(O)
(O)

075 Orange 1
004 Orange 3
102 Orange 7
Orange 1
Orange 2
046 Orange 6
052 Orange 2
038 Orange 5
069 Orange 3
Orange 3
009 Orange 5
016 Orange 1
060 Orange 2
123 Orange 6

RII-01
RII-03
RII-02
RII-01
RII-02
RII-02
RII-02
RII-01
RII-03
RII-03
RII-03
RII-01
RII-02
RII-03

H-O-02
S-O-08
S-O-05
H-O-02
S-O-05
S-O-05
S-O-05
H-O-02
S-O-08
S-O-08
S-O-08
H-O-02
S-O-05
S-O-08

(O)

015 Orange 6

RII-07

S-O-19

Orange 4

RII-05

H-O-12

(O)

019 Orange 4

RII-05

H-O-12

(O)

078 Orange 3
Orange 6
Orange 5
062 Orange 6
001 Orange 5

RII-06
RII-07
RII-06
RII-07
RII-06

S-O-15
S-O-19
S-O-15
S-O-19
S-O-15

(O)
(O)
(O)
(O)

ANDREW HIGH SCHOOL
Jamil
Thilinie
Nick
Connor
Russell
Jacob
Ameer
Riley
Giavanna
Tim
Kevin
Danny

Ali
Bandara
Bobber
Burns
Carrano
Craig
Elayyan
Flynn
Gomez
Krafcisin
Langowski
Marthaler

Senate
Attorney
Lobbyist
Attorney
Attorney
Senate
Attorney
House
Lobbyist
Lobbyist
House
Senate

(O)
(O)
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Name
Andrew, cont.
Richie
Meuris
Patrick
Mulcahy
Jake
Purcell
Brendan
Reilly
Noah
Sartor
Dominique
Sedorook
Cristian
Vaca
Ryan
Witry

Role

Seat #Committee Prelim Bill # Final Bill #

House
House
House
Lobbyist
Lobbyist
Lobbyist
Attorney
House

(O)
(O)
(O)

005 Orange 5
099 Orange 3
110 Orange 4
Orange 4
Orange 6
Orange 5

RII-06
RII-05
RII-07
RII-05
RII-07
RII-06

S-O-15
H-O-12
S-O-19
H-O-12
S-O-19
S-O-15

(O)

025 Orange 4

RII-05

H-O-12

Senate
House
House
House
House
Senate
Senate
House
House
House

(O)
(O)
(O)
(O)
(O)
(O)
(O)
(O)
(O)
(O)

034
083
055
109
081
063
008
058
095
047

RI-01
RI-03
RI-03
RI-02
RI-02
RI-02
RI-03
RI-01
RI-03
RI-01

H-O-16
H-O-11
H-O-11
S-O-14
S-O-14
S-O-14
H-O-11
H-O-16
H-O-11
H-O-16

026 Blue 7
Blue 1

RII-08
RII-13

H-B-23
S-B-03

089 Blue 4
013 Blue 5
Blue 1
Blue 7
Blue 7
109 Blue 7
050 Blue 3
127 Blue 7
Blue 5

RII-10
RII-11

S-B-18
H-B-12

RII-08
RII-08
RII-12
RII-09
RII-11

H-B-23
H-B-23
H-B-08
S-B-08
H-B-12

019 Blue 3

RII-09

S-B-08

BATAVIA HIGH SCHOOL
Elyse
Patrick
Matt
Emma
Nikki
Megan
Danny
Lexi
Graham
Erin

Burns
Greco
Guido
Jordan
Miller
Pfister
Pieczynski
Slome
Swidenbank
Tevonian

Orange 5
Orange 6
Orange 7
Orange 2
Orange 4
Orange 4
Orange 3
Orange 1
Orange 3
Orange 5

BRADLEY-BOURBONNAIS COMMUNITY HIGH SCHOOL
Claire
Nathan
Nick
Julia
Madalynn
Bailey
Michaela
Carter
Emily
Drew
Anton
Hana
Ryan
Ryan

Bassett
Blanchette
Blanchette
Bollwitt
Camp
Carruthers
Comer
Conroy
DePasquale
Ehrich
Ervick
Grabow
Grosso
Guerin

Senate
(B)
Lobbyist
Attorney
House
(B)
Senate
(B)
LA Senate (B)
Sgt. Senate (B)
Lobbyist
House
(B)
House
(B)
House
(B)
Lobbyist
Attorney
House
(B)
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Name
BBCHS, cont.
Ben
Haas
Leann
Hale
Julian
Heer
Jarrod
Knapper
Calynn
LaGesse
Collin
Lilienthal
Ian
Lilienthal
Becca
Loferski
Gabby
Martin
Gionte'
Mason
Adam
Matejewski
Garrett
McCue
Yash
Mehta
Sid
Menon
Spencer
Norwick
Cristina
Nunez
Sam
Oo
Luke
Pallissard
Nathan
Pranger
Shaena
Proctor
Chase
Reams
Liz
Rosene
Adam
Schroeder
Hunter
Sherman
Tori
Sikma
Selin
Sipahi
Nick
Stoewsand
Austin
Straw
Jade
Surface
Jacob
Wakeley
Nate
White
Caleb
Williams
Britten
Wolff
Max
Yason-Martin
Nadia
Youssef

Role
Lobbyist
Attorney
House
(B)
LA House (B)
Senate
(B)
Lobbyist
Lobbyist
Attorney
Senate
(B)
House
(B)
Attorney
House
(B)
Lobbyist
Senate
(B)
House
(B)
Attorney
House
(B)
Senate
(B)
House
(B)
Attorney
Attorney
Senate
(B)
House
(B)
Lobbyist
Senate
(B)
Clerk House(B)
House
(B)
LA Senate (B)
House
(B)
Lobbyist
House
(B)
Senate
(B)
LA House (B)
Lobbyist
Sgt. House (B)

Seat #Committee Prelim Bill # Final Bill #
Blue 3

RII-09

S-B-08

034 Blue 5
Blue 4
029 Blue 7
Blue 4
Blue 1

RII-12

H-B-08

RII-11
RII-10
RII-13

H-B-12
H-B-08
S-B-03

044 Blue 1
094 Blue 2

RII-11
RII-13

H-B-12
S-B-03

123 Blue 7
Blue 7
063 Blue 6
104 Blue 4

RII-10
RII-08
RII-12
RII-10

S-B-18
H-B-23
H-B-08
S-B-18

074 Blue 7
035 Blue 4
041 Blue 2

RII-13
RII-10
RII-08

S-B-03
S-B-18
H-B-23

009 Blue 3
082 Blue 1
Blue 4
058 Blue 3
Blue 4
023 Blue 1
Blue 2
009 Blue 5
Blue 3
061 Blue 2
039 Blue 1
Blue 3
Blue 6
Blue 2

RII-09
RII-09
RII-10
RII-08

S-B-08
S-B-08
S-B-18
H-B-23

RII-13

S-B-03

RII-11
RII-09
RII-12
RII-13

H-B-12
S-B-08
H-B-08
S-B-03

RII-12

H-B-08

ILLINOIS YMCA YOUTH AND GOVERNMENT
SIXTY-SIXTH ASSEMBLY

Name

Role

Seat #Committee Prelim Bill # Final Bill #

CARL SANDBURG HIGH SCHOOL
Tala
Jada
Taylor
Emily
Connor
Sam
Becca
Anjali
Erin
Alesiana
Mia
Ethan
Danny
Danny
Basheer
Reyanna
Nicole
Areej
Emily
MollyMaeve
Megan
Marissa
Olivia
Jill
Tesh
Leah
Monica
Alyssa
John
Matthew
Rebecca
Kaelyn
Christina
Dylan
Jeff

Abusharif
Blackmon
Borak
Brown
Burns
Butzen
Cassata
Chudgar
Cygan
Davis
DeMarco
Doe
Feltman
Fisher
Hajyousif
Hajyousif
Kaminski
Khan
Krusenoski
Lusk
Mech
Pacella
Paraschos
Patel
Patel
Roberts
Roselli
Salazar
Salazar
Schumacher
Schumacher
Sheehan
Shehata
Steffens
Varghese

House
LA Senate
House
House
LA House
LA Senate
Lobbyist
House
Senate
LA Senate
LA House
Lobbyist
Lobbyist
Senate
LA Senate
Lobbyist
Lobbyist
House
House
House
House
Bill Flow
LA House
House
House
Senate
House
Senate
Lobbyist
Lobbyist
Senate
Lobbyist
Senate
Lobbyist
House

(B)
(B)
(B)
(B)
(B)
(B)
(B)
(B)
(B)
(B)

(B)
(B)

(B)
(B)
(B)
(B)
(B)
(B)
(B)
(B)
(B)
(B)
(B)

(B)
(B)
(B)

051 Blue 5
Blue 1
120 Blue 7
111 Blue 2
Blue 5
Blue 4
Blue 7
Blue 2
050 Blue 7
Blue 5
Blue 6
Blue 3
Blue 2
007 Blue 2
Blue 7
Blue 7
Blue 4
003 Blue 2
026 Blue 3
029 Blue 6
124 Blue 6
Blue 6
Blue 3
099 Blue 1
115 Blue 4
025 Blue 3
016 Blue 4
028 Blue 6
Blue 6
Blue 6
030 Blue 4
Blue 4
036 Blue 7
Blue 2
060 Blue 3

RII-18

S-B-23

RII-18
RII-16

S-B-23
S-B-12

RII-18

S-B-23

RII-18

S-B-23

RII-15
RII-14
RII-14

S-B-09
S-B-07
S-B-07

RII-18
RII-16
RII-14
RII-15
RII-17
RII-17

S-B-23
S-B-12
S-B-07
S-B-09
H-B-18
H-B-18

RII-15
RII-15
RII-15
RII-16
RII-17
RII-17
RII-17
RII-16
RII-16
RII-17
RII-14
RII-14

S-B-09
S-B-09
S-B-09
S-B-12
H-B-18
H-B-18
H-B-18
S-B-12
S-B-12
H-B-18
S-B-07
S-B-07
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Name
Carl Sandburg, cont.
Suah
Yun
Kumail
Zaidi

Role
House
House

Seat #Committee Prelim Bill # Final Bill #
(B)
(B)

055 Blue 6
066 Blue 1

RII-18
RII-14

S-B-23
S-B-07

(B)
(B)
(B)
(B)
(B)

Blue 5
Blue 7
Blue 3
Blue 1
Blue 2
Blue 4

RII-20
RII-19
RII-22

S-B-04
S-B-22
H-B-09

RII-21
RII-22

S-B-14
H-B-09

RII-22
RII-19

H-B-09
S-B-22

RII-20
RII-21
RII-19
RII-22

S-B-04
S-B-14
S-B-22
H-B-09

CARMEL CATHOLIC HIGH SCHOOL
Will
Ben
Annie
Megan
Marco
John
Kyle
David
Spencer
Michael
Katie
David
Charlie
Nicole
Anna
Joe
Thomas
Griffin
Claire
Kally
Abby
Maggie
Ally
Henry
Amy
Kyle
Claire

Adamski
Allen
Brinkman
Brinkman
Caracciolo
Collin
Cornell
Cruz
Ezyk
Flesher
Galuska
Goeckner
Hauff
Hefner
Henning
Longo
McGrail
Michel
Monkman
Morozin
Paulson
Purtell
Sledz
Sledz
Stark
Zeman
Zupec

Lobbyist
Senate
Senate
Bill Flow
Senate
Chaplain S
Attorney
Lobbyist
House
Bill Flow
House
Senate
Lobbyist
Senate
Attorney
Senate
House
House
House
House
Attorney
House
House
Lobbyist
Senate
House
House

055
062
032
019

(B)
(B)
(B)
(B)

096

(B)

024

Blue 2
Blue 3
Blue 5
Blue 5
Blue 3
Blue 7
Blue 2

(B)
(B)
(B)
(B)
(B)

043
032
022
106
087

Blue 4
Blue 3
Blue 7
Blue 4
Blue 2

RII-23
RII-21
RII-19
RII-19
RII-22

H-B-15
S-B-14
S-B-22
S-B-22
H-B-09

(B)
(B)
(B)
(B)
(B)

128 Blue 6
101 Blue 6
Blue 3
010 Blue 5
062 Blue 3
125 Blue 5

RII-20
RII-23
RII-21
RII-20
RII-21
RII-23

S-B-04
H-B-15
S-B-14
S-B-04
S-B-14
H-B-15

(O)

033 Orange 7

RIII-13

H-O-22

(O)

054 Orange 6

RIII-12

H-O-19

012
011

CARTERVILLE HIGH SCHOOL
Megan
Austin
Madi
Name

Behan
Behrens
Carey

Senate
Attorney
Senate
Role

Seat #Committee Prelim Bill # Final Bill #
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Carterville, cont.
Ashton
DeRousse
Xander
Goffinet
Alex
Haake
Abby
Huber
Julia
Johnson
Deep
Patel
Taylor
Simmonds
Ashton
Szymcek
Felicia
Wildermuth
Janessa
Wildermuth
Colt
Wilkey
Erin
Wood

House
Attorney
Lobbyist
Lobbyist
House
House
Senate
Lobbyist
House
House
Senate
House

(O)

023 Orange 1

RIII-14

S-O-03

RIII-14
RIII-12
RIII-13
RIII-12
RIII-12
RIII-13
RIII-13
RIII-12
RIII-14
RIII-13

S-O-03
H-O-19
H-O-22
H-O-19
H-O-19
H-O-22
H-O-22
H-O-19
S-O-03
H-O-22

(O)
(O)
(O)

122
096
029

(O)
(O)
(O)
(O)

015
012
059
113

Orange 1
Orange 6
Orange 2
Orange 5
Orange 4
Orange 7
Orange 7
Orange 6
Orange 1
Orange 3

072
033
023
107
011
015

Blue 3
Blue 7
Blue 6
Blue 4
Blue 6
Blue 7

RIII-01
RIII-02
RIII-01
RIII-02
RIII-01
RIII-02

H-B-20
S-B-24
H-B-20
S-B-24
H-B-20
S-B-24

066 Blue 3

RIII-02

S-B-24

115
018
019
071
050
009
061

RII-25
RII-24
RII-26
RII-26
RII-25
RII-24
RII-24

H-G-16
H-G-13
H-G-19
H-G-19
H-G-16
H-G-13
H-G-13

RII-25

H-G-16

DECATUR FAMILY YMCA
Sarah
Myah
Stephen
Madeleine
Ryan
Matthew
Audrey
Tiffany
Reid

Bate
Cook
Gardner
Hubbard
Murphy
Nalefski
Walker
Welford
Willis

Newspaper
House
(B)
Senate
(B)
Senate
(B)
House
(B)
House
(B)
House
(B)
Newspaper
Senate
(B)

EISENHOWER HIGH SCHOOL
Jacob
Basta
Vinny
Curta
Bianca
Espinoza
Isabella
Haynes
Javi
Marin
Julio
Martinez
Joseph
McGhee
Aaron
Medel
Nancy
Montes
Paola
Montes
Carlos
Oliva
Dalia
Rodriguez
Name
Eisenhower, cont.

House
Senate
House
House
Senate
House
Senate
LA House
LA Senate
House
LA House
Senate
Role

(G)
(G)
(G)
(G)
(G)
(G)
(G)
(G)
(G)
(G)
(G)
(G)

Gray 2
Gray 4
Gray 6
Gray 7
Gray 1
Gray 4
Gray 6
Gray 2
Gray 1
016 Gray 5
Gray 3
009 Gray 5
Seat #Committee

RII-25
H-G-16
Prelim Bill # Final Bill #
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Luis
Holden
Kenneth

Santos
Szczypka
Washington

Senate
House
Senate

(G)
(G)
(G)

046 Gray 5
074 Gray 7
042 Gray 6

RII-26
RII-24
RII-26

H-G-19
H-G-13
H-G-19

(B)
(B)
(B)

RI-05
RI-04
RI-05
RI-05
RI-05
RI-04

S-B-17
H-B-13
S-B-17
S-B-17
S-B-17
H-B-13

(B)
(B)
(B)

113 Blue 5
028 Blue 4
047 Blue 5
Blue 5
042 Blue 6
Blue 4
Blue 6
005 Blue 4
Blue 7

RI-04

H-B-13

(B)
(B)
(B)
(B)
(B)
(B)
(B)
(B)

Blue 4
Blue 6
Blue 1
Blue 4
Blue 4
Blue 7
Blue 3
Blue 7
Blue 2

RIII-03
RIII-04

S-B-16
H-B-24

RIII-03
RIII-03
RIII-04

S-B-16
S-B-16
H-B-24

RIII-04

H-B-24

(B)
(B)
(B)

Blue 2
054 Blue 2
008 Blue 2
017 Blue 4

RII-43
RII-43
RII-43
RII-43

H-B-06
H-B-06
H-B-06
H-B-06

RI-10

S-G-09

(G)
(G)
(O)
(O)

Gray 3
Gray 2
014 Gray 4
Orange 4
018 Orange 6

RI-13

H-G-12

RI-11

S-O-18

FAITH LUTHERAN HIGH SCHOOL
Josh
Emily
Dan
Matthew
Zachary
Casandra
Megan
Kyle
Lily

Chapel
Cunningham
Funderburg
Giesey
Giles
Paiz
Schoenleb
Seegers
Stanley

House
House
House
Lobbyist
Senate
Lobbyist
LA Senate
Senate
LA House

(B)

HERITAGE HIGH SCHOOL
Gabe
Bailey
Lucas
Noah
Jenna
Ryan
Cole
Aubrey
Amanda

Bielenberg-Gilbert
Bryan
Charles
Danner
Davis
Fitzgerald
Mohr
Tate
Yager

Lobbyist
House
LA House
House
Senate
Senate
LA Senate
House
LA House

059
008
006
054
086

KENWOOD ACADEMY
Sarah
Simone
Kaila
Jordan

Adegoke
Johnson
Latiker
Madden

Lobbyist
House
Senate
House

LAKE PARK HIGH SCHOOL
Sunjith
Akhila
Benjamin
Jessica
Edan

Achanta
Adkoli
Aguilar
Angel
Armas

Name
Lake Park, cont.
Mallory
Behles

Lobbyist
Bill Flow
Senate
LA Senate
Senate
Role
House

Seat #Committee Prelim Bill # Final Bill #
(O)

029 Orange 2

RI-07

S-O-24
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Alexis
Belmonte
Maryam
Butt
John
Buttita
Sofie
Defino
Sam
Dentino
Annie
Dickerson
Caroline
Dickerson
Jenna
Drolen
Katie
Dugan
Mike
Dux
Sarah
Eischen
Dan
Fitzgerald
Paul
Garcia
Angelina
Gervasio
Rebecca
Glennon
Sarah
Gregor
Nick
Gricus
Paulina
Grzybowicz
Casey
Harris
Chloe
Harris
Branden
Hentrich
Reilly
Higgs
Emily
Joyce
Brian
Kearney
Jamie
Lamb
Matthew
Laygo
Roksana
Lech
Caroline
Leffler
Franca
Lolos
Daniel
Lore
Albert
Lucenti
Jacob
Matson
Francesca
McCallister
Ariana
Miceli
Name
Lake Park, cont.
Anne
Mou
Jack
O'Brien

LA House (G)
Gray 4
House
(G) 128 Gray 6
Senate
(G) 051 Gray 7
Co Editor Newspaper
House
(G) 079 Gray 6
Video
Lobbyist
Gray 1
House
(G) 083 Gray 2
Newspaper
Senate
(G) 065 Gray 1
House
(G) 116 Gray 3
House
(G) 028 Gray 3
Senate
(G) 056 Gray 3
Newspaper
Video
Newspaper
House
(G) 089 Gray 4
Lobbyist
Gray 5
House
(G) 005 Gray 1
LA Senate (O)
Orange 3
House
(G) 027 Gray 2
Senate
(G) 005 Gray 1
House
(G) 073 Gray 3
Senate
(G) 059 Gray 5
Newspaper
Lobbyist
Gray 7
Lobbyist
Gray 6
Lobbyist
Gray 4
Newspaper
Lobbyist
Orange 7
Senate
(G) 041 Gray 2
Bill Flow (G)
Gray 4
House
(G) 015 Gray 5
Newspaper
Role
Seat #Committee
House
Lobbyist

(G)

094 Gray 6
Orange 6

RI-09
RI-06

H-G-15
H-G-21

RI-06

H-G-21

RI-12
RI-14

S-G-05
H-G-18

RI-10
RI-14
RI-10
RI-08

S-G-09
H-G-18
S-G-09
S-G-04

RI-13
RI-09
RI-12

H-G-12
H-G-15
S-G-05

RI-08
RI-12
RI-08
RI-09

S-G-04
S-G-05
S-G-04
H-G-15

RI-06
RI-14
RI-13

H-G-21
H-G-18
H-G-12

RI-07
RI-08

S-O-24
S-G-04

RI-09

H-G-15

Prelim Bill # Final Bill #
RI-10
RI-11

S-G-09
S-O-18
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Isabelle
Matt
Anissa
Rishi
Katelyn
Kelsey
Connor
Kyle
Aaron
Anna
Joe
Justin
Anna
Derek
Kaltra
Isabella
Lauren
Patrycja
Jack
Julia
Gabby
Mike
Danielle
Monica
Catherine
Abby
Lauren
Sean
Karolina
Ben

Olejniczak
Pajor
Patel
Patel
Pisellini
Powell
Ray
Rittmueller
Sabal
Sampson
Santoro
Scafidi
Schlueter
Schneider
Seferi
Shaw
Shay
Siegien
Slade
Sorrentino
Spapperi
Steele
Sullivan
VanDuyne
Vitale
Weisensee
Widlowski
Williams
Wysocki
Zimmerman

House
(G)
Senate
(O)
LA Senate (G)
LA House (O)
House
(G)
House
(O)
LA Senate (G)
Lobbyist
Bill Flow (G)
Senate
(G)
House
(G)
House
(G)
Video
Senate
(G)
Senate
(O)
Newspaper
House
(O)
House
(O)
Lobbyist
Senate
(G)
Newspaper
LA House (G)
House
(G)
House
(G)
LA House (O)
Newspaper
Newspaper
House
(O)
Newspaper
Lobbyist

077 Gray 4
005 Orange 5
Gray 5
Orange 2
057 Gray 6
056 Orange 7
Gray 6
Gray 2
Gray 6
028 Gray 6
054 Gray 2
038 Gray 4

RI-09
RI-11

H-G-15
S-O-18

RI-14
RI-07

H-G-18
S-O-24

RI-08

S-G-04

RI-14
RI-13
RI-13

H-G-18
H-G-12
H-G-12

036 Gray 3
031 Orange 7

RI-10
RI-07

S-G-09
S-O-24

106 Orange 6
003 Orange 6
Gray 2
024 Gray 5

RI-11
RI-11
RI-08
RI-06

S-O-18
S-O-18
S-G-04
H-G-21

Gray 5
024 Gray 7
124 Gray 7
Orange 1

RI-06
RI-12

H-G-21
S-G-05

093 Orange 1

RI-07

S-O-24

RI-13

H-G-12

Gray 4
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Name

Role

Seat #Committee Prelim
Prelim Bill # Final Bill #

LEYDEN
Rebecca
Alex
Alexis
Gabi
Lizette
Lucas
Isaiah
Anna

Berger
Chaidez
Garcia
Gryc
Rios
Schmidt
Tala
Wardzala

Senate
Senate
House
House
House
House
Senate
House

(O)
(O)
(O)
(O)
(O)
(O)
(O)
(O)

052
036
026
017
127
116
007
057

(B)

Orange 7
Orange 2
Orange 1
Orange 2
Orange 4
Orange 4
Orange 1
Orange 7

RII-27
RII-44
RII-28
RII-44
RII-27
RII-28
RII-28
RII-27

S-O-22
H-O-05
S-O-01
H-O-05
S-O-22
S-O-01
S-O-01
S-O-22

037 Blue 6

RI-17

S-B-21

(B)
(B)

003 Blue 2
005 Blue 2

RI-15
RI-16

S-B-05
H-B-16

(B)

010 Blue 6

RI-17

S-B-21

Blue 2

RI-15

S-B-05

015 Blue 1

RI-16

H-B-16

Blue 2

RI-15

S-B-05

045 Blue 3

RI-18

S-B-13

METEA VALLEY HIGH SCHOOL
Meghna
Rachel
Jahnavi
Shehla
Samantha
Jack
Abby
Olivia
Danny
Lauren
Areli
Tanmayi
Anushri
Ashvini
Nathaniel
Randall
Anna
Arwa
Asher
Puja
Shreyas
Arjun
Melanie
Radhika
Simran
Emma

Basavaraju
Bedore
Challagonda
Chowdhury
Clements
Corso
Donaldson
Dorencz
Gierczak
Gomez
Herrera
Kadamuddi
Kartik-Narayan
Kartik-Narayan
Kiefer
Kraujalis
Lee
Madhwala
Margulies
Mohan
Mohan
Nair
Prakash
Rahlan
Saini
Scovill

Attorney
Senate
Attorney
Attorney
Senate
House
Attorney
House
Attorney
Attorney
Attorney
Attorney
Attorney
Attorney
Lobbyist
Attorney
Attorney
Attorney
Senate
Attorney
Lobbyist
Attorney
Attorney
Attorney
Senate
Attorney

(B)

(B)
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Name
Metea Valley, cont.
Trishla
Shah
Prashant
Shankar
Ansh
Sikka
Danielle
Sindelar
Abigail
Steimel
Ed
Stern
Joanna
Szustek
Angie
Thomas
Emy
Thomas
Rebekah
Turley
Tharun
Vemulapalli
Rumi
Venkatesh
Breena
Wallace
Anisha
Wilson

Role
Attorney
Attorney
Lobbyist
House
Attorney
House
Attorney
Attorney
Attorney
House
House
Attorney
House
Attorney

Seat #Committee Prelim Bill # Final Bill #

(B)

Blue 1
081 Blue 2

RI-16
RI-15

H-B-16
S-B-05

(B)

073 Blue 1

RI-16

H-B-16

(B)
(B)

052 Blue 3
083 Blue 4

RI-18
RI-15

S-B-13
S-B-05

(B)

036 Blue 5

RI-17

S-B-21

(G)
(G)
(G)
(G)

Gray 4
020 Gray 1
002 Gray 3
109 Gray 1
Orange 5
Orange 5
052 Gray 3
Gray 1
037 Gray 4
004 Orange 5
Gray 2
006 Orange 3
Gray 1
066 Orange 5
Orange 3
Gray 4
049 Orange 7
060 Gray 2
Gray 3
007 Orange 3
Seat #Committee

RIII-16
RIII-21
RIII-21
RIII-19
RIII-19
RIII-21

S-G-01
H-G-09
H-G-09
H-O-17
H-O-17
H-G-09

RIII-20
RIII-19

H-G-05
H-O-17

RIII-17
RIII-16
RIII-18
RIII-17
RIII-22
RIII-17
RIII-22

S-O-10
S-G-01
H-O-14
S-O-10
S-G-11
S-O-10
S-G-11

MT. VERNON TOWNSHIP HIGH SCHOOL
Seth
Colleen
Tyler
Kaitlyn
Walker
Emma
Kirsten
Jeremiah
Josiah
Daniel
Teghan
Thierry
Miranda
Paetyn
Allison
Lauren
Harry
Brendan
Ellen
Bailee
Name

Allen
Ashby
Barciszewski
Boss
Brockhouse
Caserotti
Farley
Fitzjerrells
Fitzjerrells
Flood
Goodman
Goulet Papazian
Gray
Hayes
Hedin
Heinzman
Heitmeyer
Hill
Hoffman
Huff

LA Senate
Senate
Senate
House
Lobbyist
Lobbyist
House
LA House
Senate
House
LA Senate
Senate
Lobbyist
House
Lobbyist
Lobbyist
House
House
LA House
House
Role

(G)
(G)
(G)
(O)
(G)
(O)
(O)

(O)
(G)
(G)
(O)

RIII-17
S-O-10
Prelim Bill # Final Bill #
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Mt. Vernon, cont.
Rachel
Kirsch
Emily
Kniffen
Shayln
Koch
Quinton
Kujawa
Casey
Little
Joseph
Michaud
Tee
Moore
Sydney
Morgan
Maggie
Mulvaney
Fisher
Overstreet
Madalina
Overstreet
Evan
Owens
Kajal
Patel
Benjamin
Piper
Amelia
Quinn
Gretchen
Rich
Nicole
Richard
Brandon
Rutherford
Trevor
Schubert
Eli
Smith
Connor
Storey
Danielle
Stricklin
Megan
Thomas
Tyler
Williams
Lauryn
Willis
Luke
Wilson
Zach
Woosley
Wade
Xanders
Elly
Young
McKenzie
Zinzilieta

House
(G)
House
(O)
House
(G)
Lobbyist
Lobbyist
Senate
(G)
Sgt. Senate (G)
Lobbyist
House
(G)
Lobbyist
Senate
(G)
Sgt. House (G)
House
(G)
Lobbyist
House
(G)
LA Senate (G)
LA House (G)
Lobbyist
House
(O)
House
(O)
House
(G)
LA Senate (G)
House
(O)
Senate
(O)
LA House (G)
Senate
(G)
House
(G)
Senate
(O)
LA Senate (G)
LA House (G)

112 Gray 3
037 Orange 2
039 Gray 7
Gray 3
Gray 2
044 Gray 4
Gray 7
Gray 4
102 Gray 5
Gray 2
034 Gray 2
Gray 3
008 Gray 2
Gray 3
093 Gray 5
Gray 7
Gray 1
Orange 4
120 Orange 1
077 Orange 4
049 Gray 1
Gray 2
114 Orange 6
041 Orange 4
Gray 6
026 Gray 4
020 Gray 4
014 Orange 5
Gray 7
Gray 5

RIII-22
RIII-19
RIII-21
RIII-21
RIII-20
RIII-22

S-G-11
H-O-17
H-G-09
H-G-09
H-G-05
S-G-11

RIII-22
RIII-20
RIII-20
RIII-20

S-G-11
H-G-05
H-G-05
H-G-05

RIII-20
RIII-21
RIII-16

H-G-05
H-G-09
S-G-01

RIII-18
RIII-17
RIII-18
RIII-16

H-O-14
S-O-10
H-O-14
S-G-01

RIII-18
RIII-18

H-O-14
H-O-14

RIII-16
RIII-22
RIII-19

S-G-01
S-G-11
H-O-17

MURPHYSBORO HIGH SCHOOL
Zach
Josh
Bradley
Crissy
Name

Berger
Cowley
Evans
Stearns

Senate
House
House
Chaplain S
Role

NAPERVILLE CENTRAL HIGH SCHOOL

(G)
(G)
(G)
(G)

022 Gray 7
030 Gray 1
105 Gray 6
038 Gray 1
Seat #Committee

RIII-23
S-G-10
RIII-23
S-G-10
RIII-23
S-G-10
RIII-23
S-G-10
Prelim Bill # Final Bill #
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Kyle
Bhavya
Jessica
Ruth
Bill

Hafkey
Pathak
Reding
Thorne
Young

Attorney
Senate
Attorney
Attorney
Attorney

(B)

061 Blue 3

RI-21

H-B-22

(B)
(B)
(B)
(B)
(B)
(B)
(B)
(B)
(B)
(B)
(B)
(B)
(B)

077
117
012
002
018
030
069
027
046
090
002

RI-19
RI-21
RI-21
RI-19
RI-22
RI-20
RI-22
RI-22
RI-19
RI-20
RI-20

S-B-06
H-B-22
H-B-22
S-B-06
S-B-02
H-B-19
S-B-02
S-B-02
S-B-06
H-B-19
H-B-19

RI-21

H-B-22

035 Orange 2
Blue 5
Orange 7
065 Orange 4
020 Blue 6
Blue 4

RI-24
RI-25

H-O-07
S-B-15

RI-28
RI-26
RI-31

S-O-06
S-B-19
H-B-14

NAPERVILLE NORTH HIGH SCHOOL
Lauren
Caitlin
Renee
Sasha
Brian
Taylor
Lucas
Charlie
Jay
Isabella
Olivia
Scott
Sydney
Brendan

Bell
Dunnett
Jerome
Keenan
Lapham
Miller
Olsen
Ovens
Rixie
Russian
Ryan
Smith
Vander Veen
Wagner

House
House
Senate
House
Senate
House
House
House
Senate
House
Senate
LA House
House
Attorney

Blue 4
Blue 5
Blue 7
Blue 5
Blue 1
Blue 7
Blue 1
Blue 4
Blue 5
Blue 6
Blue 6
Blue 4
037 Blue 7

NEUQUA VALLEY HIGH SCHOOL
Adrian
Navam
Roshini
Neel
Kartikay
Jessica
Liam
Vanessa
Matt
Eunice
Kajol
Arjun
Priyanka

Ahmadpour
Awasthi
Balasubramanian
Bardhan
Batra
Bella
Byrnes
Cai
Carsello
Chang
Char
Chopra
Dave

Name
Nequa Valley, cont.
Archit
Dhar

Senate
(O)
Lobbyist
LA Senate (O)
House
(O)
Senate
(B)
Lobbyist
Attorney
Clerk-Bailiff
House
(B)
LA Senate (O)
Attorney
House
(B)
House
(O)

004 Blue 2
Orange 6

RI-23

H-B-04

105 Blue 6
022 Orange 2

RI-26
RI-24

S-B-19
H-O-07

Role

Seat #Committee Prelim Bill # Final Bill #

Lobbyist

Orange 3

RI-32

S-O-09

ILLINOIS YMCA YOUTH AND GOVERNMENT
SIXTY-SIXTH ASSEMBLY

Kira
Donnelly
Ajay
Dugar
Navneet
Eswar
Tommy
Gannon
Ria
Garg
Tyler
Giacalone
Chailuv
Gidwani
Grant
Gregus
Scott
Gregus
Sam
Groetsch
Jack
Gronenthal
Ben
Groves
Eric
Guo
Tommy
Harshaw
Ilan
Haskel
Andrew
Huang
Tiffany
Jeung
Peggy
Kern
Taha
Khomusi
Elizabeth
Korbut
Justin
Lei
Stephen
Leung
Wenjing
Li
Cheryl
Liu
Ashley
Maras
Mary
McGee
Madie
Mehra
Andrew
Merkley
Ryan
Miller
Sarah
Mueller
Devashri
Nagarkar
Chibuike
Nwachukwu
Lily
Nwanesi
Thadeus
Obora
Name
Nequa Valley, cont.
Kevin
Palmer
Mira
Patel

Attorney
Senate
(B)
House
(O)
Lobbyist
Senate
(O)
Senate
(O)
Attorney
House
(O)
House
(B)
House
(B)
Lobbyist
Senate
(B)
House
(B)
Senate
(O)
House
(O)
House
(O)
House
(O)
House
(O)
LA House (B)
Lobbyist
House
(O)
Senate
(O)
Clerk-Bailiff
Attorney
Attorney
Senate
(O)
Clerk-Bailiff
House
(O)
Lobbyist
House
(B)
Senate
(B)
House
(B)
Attorney
Lobbyist
Role
Senate
House

(O)
(B)

065 Blue 6
053 Orange 6
Blue 6
042 Orange 6
049 Orange 5

RI-25
RI-34
RI-26
RI-29
RI-24

S-B-15
S-O-16
S-B-19
S-O-02
H-O-07

033 Orange 5
049 Blue 5
093 Blue 1
Orange 5
014 Blue 4
076 Blue 5
012 Orange 5
103 Orange 1
115 Orange 4
051 Orange 3
059 Orange 1
Blue 5
Orange 5
024 Orange 7
053 Orange 2

RI-27
RI-25
RI-23
RI-27
RI-33
RI-25
RI-34
RI-24
RI-34
RI-32
RI-29

S-O-17
S-B-15
H-B-04
H-O-17
H-B-11
S-B-15
S-O-16
H-O-07
S-O-16
S-O-09
S-O-02

RI-34
RI-28
RI-30

S-O-16
S-O-06
H-O-03

055 Orange 6

RI-29

S-O-02

111 Orange 2
Orange 6
033 Blue 4
041 Blue 2
110 Blue 4

RI-32
RI-29
RI-31
RI-23
RI-26

S-O-09
S-O-02
H-B-14
H-B-04
S-B-19

Orange 5
RI-34
S-O-16
Seat #Committee Prelim Bill # Final Bill #
065 Orange 3
021 Blue 4

RI-27
RI-31

S-O-17
H-B-14

ILLINOIS YMCA YOUTH AND GOVERNMENT
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Sophia
Pellis
Nikhila
Pokala
Trisha
Prabhu
Mahit
Ramakrishnan
Prithvi
Ramanathan
Nick
Rao
Adarsh
Reddy
Aly
Rehman
Amal
Rohail
Surbhi
Sarup
Alhan
Sayyed
Philip
Schulz
Sophia
Seeberg
Alex
Shura
Avni
Singh
Jhanelle
Smith
Amy
Song
Cindy
Song
Shreya
Sridhara
Sevan
Tamazian
Ryan
Tang
Poojan
Thakrar
Matthew
Tseng
Harsha
Vankayalapati
Advith
Vashist
Michael
Vivo
Nihal
Voruganti
JR
Wagner
Bernie
Wang
Patrick
Wolak
Derek
Worley
Yvonne
Wu
Shawn
Young
Name
Nequa Valley, cont.
Colin
Zheng

Attorney
Attorney
Lobbyist
LA House (O)
Senate
(O)
Senate
(B)
Attorney
Attorney
House
(B)
House
(O)
Attorney/CB
Attorney
Senate
(B)
Attorney
Attorney
Attorney
Senate
(B)
House
(B)
Lobbyist
Lobbyist
Attorney
House
(O)
House
(O)
House
(O)
Senate
(O)
Lobbyist
Senate
(O)
House
(B)
LA Senate (B)
Senate
(B)
Senate
(O)
Senate
(O)
House
(O)
Role
House

NORTHEAST INDEPENDENT
Peyton

D'Orazio

Video

(O)

Blue 4
Orange 5
023 Orange 1
031 Blue 4

RI-33

H-B-11

RI-30
RI-31

H-O-03
H-B-14

053 Blue 3
090 Orange 1

RI-23
RI-27

H-B-04
S-O-17

057 Blue 5

RI-31

H-B-14

022 Blue 3
020 Blue 2
Blue 2
Orange 1

RI-33
RI-33
RI-23
RI-30

H-B-11
H-B-11
H-B-04
H-O-03

008
105
074
061

Orange 3
Orange 4
Orange 1
Orange 3
Orange 2
021 Orange 7
056 Blue 4
Blue 6
051 Blue 1
058 Orange 7
010 Orange 5
019 Orange 5
Seat #Committee

RI-30
RI-32
RI-30
RI-32
RI-24
RI-28
RI-33

H-O-03
S-O-09
H-O-03
S-O-09
H-O-07
S-O-06
H-B-11

132 Orange 2

RI-28

RI-25
S-B-15
RI-29
S-O-02
RI-27
S-O-17
RI-34
S-O-16
Prelim Bill # Final Bill #
S-O-06

ILLINOIS YMCA YOUTH AND GOVERNMENT
SIXTY-SIXTH ASSEMBLY

Katie

Weaver

Video

OSWEGO HIGH SCHOOL
Camdyn
Anders
Emily
Arenz
Affy
Baker
Shane
Bara
Isabella
Bauer
Lukas
Bender
Grace
Benitez
Jake
Burch
Brennan
Burdo
Ryan
Butler
Abigail
Cain
Matea
Cannavino
Joey
Carr
Caroline
Casillas
Austin
Cepeda
Matt
Compton
Ryan
Davey
Matt
DeGarmo
Devin
di Stefano
Hunter
Driggers
Gabby
Dunn
Lauren
Frank
Bree
Gibson
Ian
Greenfield
Jillian
Griffin
Zack
Hegseth
Mandy
Hoffman
Abe
Ibarra
Andres
Jacquez
Samantha
Keith
Name
Oswego, cont.
Nolan
Kiliszewski
Grace
Krikie
Sara
Lemerman
Darren
Lewis

LA House (O)
Newspaper
Video
Senate
(G)
Video
House
(O)
Senate
(G)
Lobbyist
House
(G)
House
(O)
House
(G)
LA House (O)
House
(O)
Newspaper
House
(O)
House
(O)
Lobbyist
Sgt. Senate (O)
House
(G)
House
(O)
House
(G)
Lobbyist
House
(O)
House
(G)
House
(G)
House
(G)
Senate
(G)
LA House (O)
Clerk House(G)
Senate
(O)
Role
Senate
Lobbyist
House
Senate

(G)
(G)
(O)

Orange 7

049 Gray 7

RI-40

S-G-22

055 Orange 6
001 Gray 5
Gray 1
035 Gray 4
117 Orange 3
048 Gray 2
Orange 6
010 Orange 4

RI-44
RI-35
RI-39
RI-37
RI-41
RI-39

H-O-24
H-G-23
H-G-02
S-G-06
S-O-13
H-G-02

RI-41

S-O-13

087 Orange 3
129 Orange 4
Gray 2
Orange 3
032 Gray 3
050 Orange 4
025 Gray 7
Orange 3
020 Orange 3
108 Gray 4
087 Gray 3
126 Gray 7
004 Gray 6
Orange 5
Gray 1
022 Orange 3
Seat #Committee

RI-43
RI-43
RI-37

S-O-20
S-O-20
S-G-06

RI-38
RI-44
RI-40
RI-36
RI-36
RI-38
RI-39
RI-42
RI-35

H-G-03
H-O-24
S-G-22
H-O-10
H-O-10
H-G-03
H-G-02
S-G-19
H-G-23

054 Gray 3
Gray 3
092 Gray 1
037 Orange 4

RI-38
RI-38
RI-39
RI-41

RI-36
H-O-10
Prelim Bill # Final Bill #
H-G-03
H-G-03
H-G-02
S-O-13

ILLINOIS YMCA YOUTH AND GOVERNMENT
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Myisha
Dylan
Mackenzie
Erin
Jacob
Dustin
Rylynn
Marnie
Kyle
Justin
Aaron
Ann
Lizzy
Alyssa
Sean
Robert
Jack
Cristian
Jake
Erin
Megan
Chris
Zack
Tyler
Jakob
Rae
Nathan
Lauren

Little
Lockard
Lukas
Marchert
Mateyka
McCance
McCaw
Mettler
Meyer
Noel
Osmani
Podrasky
Powers
Radakovich
Raleigh
Reichert
Rogalla
Sanjuan
Shepherd
Sinnott
Skibinski
Sonetz
Sparkman
Straube
Swanson
Villarreal
Wernke
Wilson

Newspaper
LA Senate (O)
Lobbyist
House
(G)
House
(G)
Senate
(G)
House
(G)
House
(O)
House
(G)
House
(O)
House
(O)
Senate
(G)
Lobbyist
LA House (O)
House
(O)
House
(G)
Senate
(O)
House
(O)
Senate
(G)
House
(G)
House
(G)
LA Senate (O)
House
(G)
Lobbyist
Senate
(O)
LA Senate (O)
House
(G)
Lobbyist

075
080
043
113
080
066
073
125
032

035
103
011
084
062
118
123
007
051
022

Orange 4
Gray 6
Gray 6
Gray 3
Gray 2
Gray 1
Orange 5
Gray 5
Orange 1
Orange 6
Gray 1
Orange 6
Orange 3
Orange 6
Gray 2
Orange 7
Orange 7
Gray 6
Gray 4
Gray 3
Orange 1
Gray 5
Gray 5
Orange 6
Orange 2
Gray 2
Gray 6

RI-42
RI-42
RI-37
RI-37
RI-42
RI-36
RI-35
RI-41
RI-36
RI-39
RI-43

S-G-19
S-G-19
S-G-06
S-G-06
S-G-19
H-O-10
H-G-23
S-O-13
H-O-10
H-G-02
S-O-20

RI-43
RI-37
RI-44
RI-44
RI-42
RI-35
RI-40

S-O-20
S-G-06
H-O-24
H-O-24
S-G-19
H-G-23
S-G-22

RI-38
RI-35
RI-43

H-G-03
H-G-23
S-O-20

RI-40
RI-42

S-G-22
S-G-19

SESSER-VALIER HIGH SCHOOL
Logan
Barrett
Addison
Baxter
Name
Sesser-Valier, cont.
Savannah
Boles
Emily
Bulla
Siara
Carter
Blake
Dorris
Bayley
Eubanks

House
Lobbyist
Role

(G)

House
(O)
House
(G)
Sec. Senate (O)
House
(O)
House
(G)

110 Gray 4
RIII-25
S-G-14
Gray 6
RIII-28
S-G-20
Seat #Committee Prelim Bill # Final Bill #
085 Orange 5
086 Gray 7
Orange 2
034 Orange 7
122 Gray 3

RIII-30
RIII-27

S-O-23
S-G-17

RIII-29
RIII-26

H-O-25
H-G-01

ILLINOIS YMCA YOUTH AND GOVERNMENT
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Jessalyn
Eubanks
Tyler
Fennes
John
Galloway
Ethan
Hamburger
Madison
Hart
Kiersten
Heiman
Courtney
Hood
Hannah
Jones
Dylon
Kelly
Dustin
Kemp
Kourtney
King
Jamie
Lance
Jared
Leslie
Kelsi
Lewis
Zach
Mabry
Nick
Marlo
Lily
McFarland
Kaitlyn
Melton
Katie
Metcalf
Alan
Morgan
Jessie
Page
Sadie
Payne
Maxwell
Pearson
Parker
Robbins
Presley
Robbins
Skylyn
Simpson
Karrina
Stanley
Grace
Styve
Jake
Styve
Luke
Thompson
Name
Sesser-Valier, cont.
Jake
Vanwey
Ali
Webb
Jordan
Welch
Jacob
White

Lobbyist
LA House (G)
House
(G)
Senate
(O)
Senate
(O)
House
(G)
Senate
(G)
Senate
(G)
House
(G)
House
(O)
House
(G)
LA Senate (O)
Lobbyist
Senate
(O)
Senate
(O)
Chaplain H (G)
House
(G)
House
(G)
Senate
(O)
Newspaper
House
(O)
Lobbyist
Newspaper
Lobbyist
House
(O)
House
(G)
Senate
(G)
Lobbyist
Senate
(O)
Senate
(G)
Role
Senate
House
Senate
House

(G)
(G)
(G)
(O)

Gray 7
Gray 3
Gray 5
Orange 7
Orange 3
Gray 3
Gray 7
Gray 5
Gray 4
Orange 7
Gray 6
Orange 1
Orange 7
Orange 6
Orange 7
Gray 6
Gray 7
Gray 2
Orange 2

RIII-27

S-G-17

RIII-25
RIII-24
RIII-30
RIII-31
RIII-27
RIII-25
RIII-28
RIII-29
RIII-31

S-G-14
H-O-21
S-O-23
S-G-08
S-G-17
S-G-14
S-G-20
H-O-25
S-G-08

RIII-29
RIII-24
RIII-29
RIII-28
RIII-27
RIII-26
RIII-30

H-O-25
H-O-21
H-O-25
S-G-20
S-G-17
H-G-01
S-O-23

014 Orange 6
Gray 5

RIII-24
RIII-25

H-O-21
S-G-14

Orange 2
097 Orange 2
021 Gray 1
017 Gray 1
Gray 5
057 Orange 1
066 Gray 3
Seat #Committee

RIII-30
S-O-23
RIII-30
S-O-23
RIII-26
H-G-01
RIII-26
H-G-01
RIII-25
S-G-14
RIII-29
H-O-25
RIII-28
S-G-20
Prelim Bill # Final Bill #

053
096
007
060

Gray 6
Gray 5
Gray 3
Orange 5

RIII-28
RIII-31
RIII-31
RIII-24

S-G-20
S-G-08
S-G-08
H-O-21

Blue 5

RII-29

S-B-20

037
028
027
078
058
030
012
092
065

013
010
047
055
137
025

SHEPARD HIGH SCHOOL
Alana

Born

Lobbyist

ILLINOIS YMCA YOUTH AND GOVERNMENT
SIXTY-SIXTH ASSEMBLY

Erika
Drew
Erin
Jacob
Emilio
Jamaya
Paulina

Brann
Herrera
Lucin
Nevarez
Parra
Tenner
Witek

LA House (B)
Senate
(B)
LA Senate (B)
House
(B)
House
(B)
LA House (B)
Sec. Senate (B)

Blue 1
052 Blue 5
Blue 2
013 Blue 2
097 Blue 5
Blue 7
Blue 3

Senate
Chaplain H
Senate
House
LA Senate
House
House

(B)
(B)
(B)
(B)
(B)
(B)
(B)

021
024
034
025

House
Senate
Senate
Lobbyist
Senate
LA House
Lobbyist
House
House
Senate
House
House

(G)
(G)
(G)

RII-29

S-B-20

RII-29
RII-29

S-B-20
S-B-20

Blue 1
Blue 1
Blue 3
Blue 3
Blue 3
116 Blue 1
080 Blue 7

RIII-05
RIII-05
RIII-06
RIII-06

H-B-01
H-B-01
S-B-11
S-B-11

RIII-06
RIII-06

S-B-11
S-B-11

084 Gray 4
040 Gray 3
057 Gray 1
Gray 3
023 Gray 2
Gray 6
Gray 2
050 Gray 3
129 Gray 4
012 Gray 4
036 Gray 5
095 Gray 7

RII-30
RII-33
RII-37
RII-33
RII-32

H-G-22
H-G-10
S-G-21
H-G-10
H-G-06

RII-32
RII-36
RII-36
RII-34
RII-35
RII-31

H-G-06
S-G-18
S-G-18
S-G-12
S-G-15
S-G-02

SOUTHWEST IL YMCA
Tori
Zach
Emily
McKenzie
Mckenzie
Roman
Spencer

Cheffer
Hanusek
Johansson
Knight
Chamberlain
McLean
Peck

LA

STAGG HIGH SCHOOL
Jill
Justyna
Josh
Brendan
Antonio
John
Jay
Andi
Hayley
Jessica
Ethan
Danielle
Name
Stagg, cont.
Luis
Nat
Jordan
Ada
Brendan
Zach
Tom

Atkenson
Borowski
Coleman
Curley
Demacopoulos
DiBrizzi
Doody
Evangelopoulos
Gartner
Gbur
Glaza
Golob

(G)
(G)
(G)
(G)
(G)
(G)
(G)

Role
Gonzalez
Graves
Henderson
Kanapskyte
Karr
Karr
Kaufmann

LA Senate
House
House
LA House
Senate
Lobbyist
LA Senate

Seat #Committee Prelim Bill # Final Bill #
(G)
(G)
(G)
(G)
(G)
(G)

Gray 7
026 Gray 1
058 Gray 7
Gray 4
052 Gray 5
Gray 7
Gray 4

RII-31
RII-37

S-G-02
S-G-21

RII-35
RII-37

S-G-15
S-G-21

ILLINOIS YMCA YOUTH AND GOVERNMENT
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Affan
Nora
Dre
Claudia
Violette
Claire
Jimmy
Franklin
Hayley
Christina
Cara
Karol
Mia
Dicy
Erin
Pat
Emily
Paulina
Emily
Luke
Sam
Matthew
Meg
Dena
Chris
Angelica
Kelly
Pat
Name
Stagg, cont.
Rachel
Xavier
Grace
Lizzie
Kevin
Mitch
Jenny
Jake

Khalid
Klein
Kohn
Kolach
Kolach
Kredens
Lee
Lennon
Madura
Magnuson
Mahoney
Masaityte
Moustakas
Mulchrone
O'Leary
O'Leary
Olson
Pabis
Panella
Pappas
Parson
Petrusha
Polk
Potacki
Reed
Revethis
Roach
Roach

LA House
LA Senate
Senate
Lobbyist
Lobbyist
Senate
LA House
House
House
House
LA Senate
LA House
Lobbyist
House
House
House
House
LA Senate
Lobbyist
House
LA House
Lobbyist
Lobbyist
Senate
Lobbyist
House
Lobbyist
House
Role

Rorison
Sanchez
Scarim
Skly
Sladowski
Spencer
Stamos
Thielmann

LA Senate
Senate
House
Senate
LA House
House
Senate
Lobbyist

(G)
(G)
(G)

(G)
(G)
(G)
(G)
(G)
(G)
(G)
(G)
(G)
(G)
(G)
(G)
(G)
(G)

(G)
(G)
(G)

(G)
(G)
(G)
(G)
(G)
(G)
(G)

Gray 4
Gray 6
047 Gray 7
Gray 7
Gray 3
015 Gray 4
Gray 7
125 Gray 3
031 Gray 4
081 Gray 4
Gray 3
Gray 1
Gray 1
061 Gray 7
111 Gray 2
085 Gray 6
004 Gray 3
Gray 5
Gray 5
106 Gray 5
Gray 3
Gray 2
Gray 4
006 Gray 1
Gray 2
101 Gray 4
Gray 5
041 Gray 2
Seat #Committee

035
131
027
119
064

Gray 2
Gray 2
Gray 3
Gray 7
Gray 1
Gray 2
Gray 6
Gray 6

RII-37
RII-30
RII-33
RII-34

S-G-21
H-G-22
H-G-10
S-G-12

RII-32
RII-34
RII-33

H-G-06
S-G-12
H-G-10

RII-31
RII-30
RII-33
RII-35
RII-33

S-G-02
H-G-22
H-G-10
S-G-15
H-G-10

RII-35
RII-35

S-G-15
S-G-15

RII-32
H-G-06
RII-34
S-G-12
RII-31
S-G-02
RII-32
H-G-06
RII-34
S-G-12
RII-35
S-G-15
RII-32
H-G-06
Prelim Bill # Final Bill #

RII-31
RII-30
RII-30

S-G-02
H-G-22
H-G-22

RII-37
RII-36
RII-36

S-G-21
S-G-18
S-G-18
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Kelli
Ashley
Joe
Joe
Ayline
Liz
Sirena

Thielmann
Udaykee
Van Nieuwenhuyse
Vella
Villegas
Vollinger
Zapata

House
Lobbyist
House
LA Senate
LA House
Lobbyist
LA Senate

(G)

(G)

013 Gray 6
Gray 1
033 Gray 1
Gray 5
Gray 2
Gray 1
Gray 1

(G)
(O)
(O)

090 Gray 1
020 Orange 3
009 Orange 2

RI-47
RI-50
RI-51

H-G-08
H-O-06
H-O-09

(G)
(G)
(G)
(G)
(O)
(O)

013
021
017
029
006
047

Gray 5
Gray 3
Gray 6
Gray 2
Orange 1
Orange 7

RI-49
RI-47
RI-46
RI-46
RI-50
RI-51

S-G-16
H-G-08
H-G-07
H-G-07
H-O-06
H-O-09

(G)

051 Gray 4
Orange 2

RI-49
RI-51

S-G-16
H-O-09

(G)
(G)
(O)
(G)
(G)

120 Gray 7
060 Gray 6
030 Orange 1
072 Gray 6
099 Gray 5
Seat #Committee

RI-46
H-G-07
RI-45
S-G-03
RI-51
H-O-09
RI-45
S-G-03
RI-49
S-G-16
Prelim
Prelim Bill # Final Bill #

033 Gray 4
068 Gray 6

RI-48
RI-49

S-G-13
S-G-16

029 Gray 2

RI-47

H-G-08

003 Gray 4
039 Orange 2
010 Gray 3

RI-48
RI-51
RI-47

S-G-13
H-O-09
H-G-08

(G)
(G)
(G)

RII-36
RII-31
RII-32

S-G-18
S-G-02
H-G-06

RII-31

S-G-02

STEVENSON HIGH SCHOOL
David
Bailey
Taylor
Buford
Will
Chang
Zuyi
Chen
Dev
Damani
Dev
Desai
Michelle
Fan
Shaurya
Gilani
Sasha
Goncharov
Seth
Gudmundson
Nuha
Hamid
Sahil
Jain
Nicole
Jeon
Andrew
Jin
Sree
Kalanadhabhatta
Pratik
Kamat
Caroline
Kim
Arvind
Kumar
Julie
Lai
Name
Stevenson, cont.
Michelle
Ling
Paul
Lipari
Shelby
Liu
Amanda
Loutris
Cindy
Luan
Varun
Malhotra
Thomas
Ouyang
Parth
Patel
Matthew
Rice

House
Senate
Senate
Attorney
Senate
Senate
House
House
House
Senate
Attorney
House
Lobbyist
Attorney
House
Senate
House
House
House
Role

Senate
(G)
House
(G)
Clerk-Bailiff
Senate
(G)
Attorney
House
(G)
House
(O)
House
(G)
Attorney

ILLINOIS YMCA YOUTH AND GOVERNMENT
SIXTY-SIXTH ASSEMBLY

Giovanni
Nikol
Pawan
Kazuma
Ally
Alec
Karen
Annie

Rodriguez
Safronova
Sajnani
Shimanaka
Silverman
Sisler
Whisler
Yang

Lobbyist
Attorney
Senate
House
Attorney
Lobbyist
Attorney
House

Gray 4

RI-48

S-G-13

003 Gray 2
006 Gray 3

RI-46
RI-48

H-G-07
S-G-13

Orange 3

RI-50

H-O-06

(O)

071 Orange 3

RI-50

H-O-06

(O)

003 Orange 4

RI-57

H-O-13

Blue 2

RI-58

H-B-05

(B)

121 Blue 1
Blue 3

RI-53
RI-55

H-B-21
S-B-10

(O)

045 Orange 2
Orange 4
118 Blue 1
007 Blue 6
Orange 2
060 Blue 7
004 Blue 1

RI-56
RI-57
RI-54
RI-59
RI-56
RI-54
RI-59

S-O-07
H-O-13
S-B-25
H-B-02
S-O-07
S-B-25
H-B-02

(G)
(G)

WAUBONSIE VALLEY
Ayla
Ahmed
Hana
Ahmed
Shivika
Ahuja
"O"
Akinmolayan
Krishna
Appalaneni
Joey
Babcock
Taylor
Babcock
Susan
Back
Sandy
Balan
Kat
Balzer
Trevor
Bon
Ethan
Borden
Ray
Brozak
Austin
Bruner
William
Buford IV
Nicole
Chung
Reilly
Devine
Name
Waubonsie Valley, cont.
Bianca
Duran
Dominique
Estes
Aryana
Garrott
Sanchit
Gavankar
Will
Gnesda
Darius
Grassi
Edward
Guan
Max
Hurst
Braden
Israelsen
Whitney
Jin

Senate
Attorney
Attorney
Lobbyist
Attorney
House
Lobbyist
Attorney
Senate
Lobbyist
House
House
Lobbyist
Senate
Senate
Attorney
House
Role
Attorney
Attorney
Lobbyist
House
House
Lobbyist
Attorney
Senate
House
Attorney

(B)
(B)
(B)
(B)
(B)

112 Blue 6
RI-54
S-B-25
Seat #Committee Prelim
Prelim Bill # Final Bill #

(B)
(B)

Blue 6
079 Blue 6
014 Blue 7
Orange 1

RI-53
RI-58
RI-54
RI-60

H-B-21
H-B-05
S-B-25
H-O-04

(B)
(O)

049 Blue 6
076 Orange 1

RI-53
RI-60

H-B-21
H-O-04
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Joey
Johnson
Chip
Kawinski
Deepika
Khanna
Alex
Kierstead
Jess
Kim
Jay
Kolath
Nawfal
Kulam
Matt
Lawless
Carly
LeRoy
Sabrina
Li
MaryAllison Mahacek
Joey
Malesich
Anjeli
Manam
Rosann
Marattil
Nikolai
Mitlyng
Pari
Morusupalli
Martha
Motoyama
Daniel
Park
Devyani
Potdar
Tom
Roy
Kylie
Russell
Sanjit
Sama
Eddy
Sanchez
Riya
Sanjay
Nick
Seal
Name
Waubonsie Valley, cont.
Ragini
Sharma
Rhea
Shrivastava
Rushil
Shukla
Josh
Springs
Nikhil
Sridhar
Varsha
Subrahmanyam
Girard
Sweeney
Adarsh
Velagapudi
Pooja
Vemu
Heather
Walsh
Michelle
Weil

House
House
Senate
Lobbyist
House
Attorney
House
Senate
House
Attorney
Lobbyist
Senate
House
Attorney
Attorney
House
House
House
Attorney
Senate
House
Senate
House
House
Senate
Role
Attorney
Attorney
House
Lobbyist
Attorney
Attorney
Lobbyist
Senate
Attorney
Attorney
Senate

(B)
(B)
(O)
(O)

085 Blue 5
035 Blue 6
064 Orange 6
Blue 1
104 Orange 6

RI-52
RI-53
RI-57
RI-59
RI-60

H-B-17
H-B-21
H-O-13
H-B-02
H-O-04

(B)
(B)
(B)

071 Blue 1
017 Blue 7
075 Blue 2

RI-59
RI-58
RI-55

H-B-02
H-B-05
S-B-10

(O)
(O)

Orange 4
040 Orange 1
121 Orange 7

RI-57
RI-60
RI-57

H-O-13
H-O-04
H-O-13

(O)
(O)
(B)

061 Orange 7
031 Orange 4
108 Blue 7

RI-56
RI-57
RI-53

S-O-07
H-O-13
H-B-21

(B)
(O)
(B)
(B)
(B)
(B)

027 Blue 5
028 Orange 2
047 Blue 5
129 Blue 1
031 Blue 3
053 Blue 7
Seat #Committee

RI-59
H-B-02
RI-56
S-O-07
RI-52
H-B-17
RI-52
H-B-17
RI-55
S-B-10
RI-52
H-B-17
Prelim Bill # Final Bill #

(O)

068 Orange 5
Blue 5

RI-60
RI-52

H-O-04
H-B-17

(B)

Blue 7
040 Blue 2

RI-54
RI-58

S-B-25
H-B-05

(B)

056 Blue 3

RI-55

S-B-10
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Kelly
Leticia
Serena
Andres

Zeisel
Zhou
Zhu
Zocchi

House
House
Attorney
House

(B)
(O)

126 Blue 4
112 Orange 1

RI-55
RI-56

S-B-10
S-O-07

(B)

039 Blue 2

RI-58

H-B-05

Lobbyist
House
Senate
Lobbyist

(B)
(B)

Blue 1
095 Blue 1
048 Blue 1
Blue 1

RIII-15
RIII-15
RIII-15
RIII-15

S-B-01
S-B-01
S-B-01
S-B-01

Senate
House
House
House
Senate
Senate
House
House

(B)
(B)
(B)
(B)
(B)
(B)
(B)
(B)

001
057
048
092
016
038
006
078

RII-39
RII-38
RII-40
RII-39
RII-38
RII-40
RII-38
RII-39

H-B-03
H-B-10
H-B-07
H-B-03
H-B-10
H-B-07
H-B-10
H-B-03

RI-67
RI-63
RI-64

S-G-07
H-G-24
H-O-20

WEST FRANKFORT
Rorrie

BJ
Carington
Olivia

House
Johnson
Rains
Weeks

WESTMONT HIGH SCHOOL
Imogene
Sarah
Nick
Paul
Jelena
Uros
Cayleigh
Jake

Asa
Bayne
Dea
Joyce
Mihajlovic
Plecevic
Price
Reaves

Blue 1
Blue 4
Blue 2
Blue 5
Blue 3
Blue 2
Blue 3
Blue 1

WHEATON WARRENVILLE SOUTH HIGH SCHOOL
Christina
Jeremy
Andrew

Name
WWS, cont.
Clare
Sarina
Emma
Kendall
Liz
Emily
Curtis
Rachel
Jim
Sam
Christine
Elze

Adams
Ambrosio
Baise

House
Senate
House

(G)
(G)
(O)

Role
Banaszewski
Benoit
Berry
Bond
Bray
Christensen
Circelli
Circelli
Clifford
Cripe
Czarnecki
Demiri

House
Lobbyist
Lobbyist
House
House
Attorney
LA Senate
House
Senate
House
House
House

114 Gray 1
048 Gray 7
013 Orange 6

Seat #Committee Prelim Bill # Final Bill #
(G)

(G)
(O)

104 Gray 3
Gray 2
Orange 4
053 Gray 2
027 Orange 4

RI-70
RI-67
RI-69
RI-67
RI-69

H-G-14
S-G-07
S-O-12
S-G-07
S-O-12

(O)
(G)
(G)
(O)
(G)
(G)

Orange 2
Gray 5
Gray 6
Orange 2
Gray 2
Gray 6

RI-71
RI-68
RI-64
RI-72
RI-73

H-G-17
H-G-11
H-O-20
H-G-20
S-G-23

127
025
036
107
056
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Josie
Stephanie
Spencer
Ian
Keegan
Alex
Nikita
Josiah
Kayla
Steve
Anthony
Sheridan
Beth
Jennifer
Mark
John
Alyssa
Kendall
Damon
Rachel
Gracie
Julia
Laura
Name
WWS, cont.
Cora
Noah
Julia
Katherine
Nieve
Zach
Steve
Matt
Nell
Meezahn
Emily
Evan
Haylee

Dworkin
Gorski
Hecht
Hetman
Hollyer
Johnson
Joshi
Kassahun
Kelly
Kerby
King
Kiple
Koehler
Koester
Kraman
Lampros
Lanier
Laveen
Leach
Lillig
Martin
Martz
Martz

Attorney
House
Lobbyist
Lobbyist
Senate
Senate
Lobbyist
House
Lobbyist
House
Senate
Attorney
Attorney
Senate
Senate
Senate
House
Senate
House
Senate
Lobbyist
Lobbyist
House
Role

McVey
Min
Nusgart
Nuttall
O'Donovan
Orlove
Pepke
Powell
Rosenthal
Senbetta
Sexauer
Sheriff
Sippel

House
House
Attorney
House
House
Senate
House
House
Senate
Attorney
Chaplain S
Attorney
Attorney

(G)

(O)
(G)

088 Gray 2
Gray 7
Gray 3
024 Orange 6
039 Gray 1
Gray 1
014 Gray 4
Orange 6
101 Orange 5
008 Gray 3

RI-70
RI-63
RI-68
RI-64
RI-66
RI-66
RI-63
RI-64
RI-65
RI-68

(G)
(G)
(G)
(G)
(G)
(G)
(G)

063
045
011
011
031
062
019

Gray 5
Gray 7
Gray 7
Gray 6
Gray 6
Gray 7
Gray 6
Gray 5
Gray 7
117 Gray 7
Seat #Committee

RI-72
H-G-20
RI-63
H-G-24
RI-73
S-G-23
RI-70
H-G-14
RI-70
H-G-14
RI-68
H-G-11
RI-71
H-G-17
RI-72
H-G-20
RI-73
S-G-23
RI-73
S-G-23
Prelim Bill # Final Bill #

(G)
(O)

121 Gray 2
108 Orange 6

RI-66
RI-65

H-G-04
H-O-23

(G)
(G)
(O)
(G)
(O)
(G)

082
132
050
002
118
016

Gray 4
Gray 1
Orange 7
Gray 3
Orange 1
Gray 2

RI-71
RI-73
RI-65
RI-68
RI-64
RI-67

H-G-17
S-G-23
H-O-23
H-G-11
H-O-20
S-G-07

(O)

038 Orange 4

RI-69

S-O-12

(O)
(G)
(G)

(G)

H-G-14
H-G-24
H-G-11
H-O-20
H-G-04
H-G-04
H-G-24
H-O-20
H-O-23
H-G-11
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Joe
Viktoria
Marissa
Brendan
Bridget
Anastasia
Lauren
Elisa
Amanda
Haley
Jillian
Angela
Marisa
James

Solberg
Teneqexhi
Thompson
Vivoda
Vivoda
Vlassov
Voegtle
Waldoch
Wolski
Wooton
Wooton
Yang
Zajac
Zurawski

House
House
House
Attorney
Lobbyist
House
Attorney
Senate
House
Lobbyist
Senate
House
House
House

(G)
(O)
(G)

097 Gray 3
089 Orange 5
059 Gray 5

RI-63
RI-69
RI-72

H-G-24
S-O-12
H-G-20

(G)

Gray 6
069 Gray 3

RI-70
RI-67

H-G-14
S-G-07

048 Orange 3
076 Gray 7
Gray 4
055 Gray 4
023 Gray 1
034 Gray 5
086 Orange 7

RI-69
RI-66
RI-71
RI-71
RI-66
RI-72
RI-65

S-O-12
H-G-04
H-G-17
H-G-17
H-G-04
H-G-20
H-O-23

002 Orange 3
Orange 1
002 Orange 5
039 Orange 3
Orange 4

RIII-08

H-O-08

RIII-10
RIII-08
RIII-09

H-O-15
H-O-08
S-O-11

(O)
(G)
(G)
(G)
(G)
(O)

WILLIAMSVILLE HIGH SCHOOL
Abby
Clayton
Emily
Cotner
Cole
Courson
Mariah
Dowell
Ahabb
Fisher
Alena
Garrett
Ashton
Henrikson
Name
Williamsville, cont.
Emily
Hergert
Luke
Hickman
Tucker
Hirsch
Carley
Horn
Matt
Hyde
Nathan
Janusweski
Gabby
Jones
Robbie
Krebs
Lauren
Manion
Kaitlyn
Mayer
Haley
Mierzejewski
Jeffrey
Miller
Joy
Miller
Alli
Mool

House
(O)
Bill Flow (O)
Senate
(O)
Senate
(O)
Lobbyist
Newspaper
LA House (O)
Role

Orange 5
Seat #Committee Prelim Bill # Final Bill
Bill #

House
(O) 016 Orange 4
House
(O) 011 Orange 1
House
(O) 048 Orange 1
Newspaper
House
(O) 088 Orange 2
House
(O) 124 Orange 5
Clerk House(O)
Orange 4
Senate
(O) 043 Orange 2
Newspaper
Chaplain H (O) 072 Orange 4
Newspaper
LA Senate (O)
Orange 4
Bill Flow (O)
Orange 7
Sgt-At-Arms House (O) Orange 5

RIII-09
RIII-10
RIII-11

S-O-11
H-O-15
H-O-01

RIII-10
RIII-07

H-O-15
S-O-04

RIII-07

S-O-04

RIII-07

S-O-04
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Samantha
Kaylee
Julia
Sophia
Abby
Eddie
Cydne
Seth
Eli
Austin
Sam
Tommy
Maggie
Austin
Colton
Micah
Tommy

Mool
Nichols
O'Conner
Pensabene
Poehls
Priester
Ratliff
Redpath
Reevis
Robbs
Sagins
Sagins
Sorenson
Tuttle
Weiss
Weiss
Weiss

Bill Flow
Senate
(O) 056
Senate
(O) 026
House
(O) 128
House
(O) 079
Senate
(O) 017
Newspaper
Senate
(O) 030
Lobbyist
LA House (O)
House
(O) 021
Newspaper
Lobbyist
Co Editor Newspaper
House
(O) 094
Lobbyist
House
(O) 032

Orange 6
Orange 4
Orange 2
Orange 2
Orange 4
Orange 1
Orange 2
Orange 1
Orange 3
Orange 2

Orange 3
Orange 5
Orange 5

RIII-09
RIII-08
RIII-09
RIII-08
RIII-11

S-O-11
H-O-08
S-O-11
H-O-08
H-O-01

RIII-11
RIII-11

H-O-01
H-O-01

RIII-07

S-O-04

RIII-08

H-O-08

RIII-11
RIII-10
RIII-10

H-O-01
H-O-15
H-O-15

WILLOWBROOK HIGH SCHOOL
Liam
Cherry
Anthony
Clampit
Joe
Draus
Name
Willowbrook, cont.
Thomas
Fitzmaurice
Forrest
Kirchner
Sally
Nijim
Jeff
Rios
Austin
Stoner
Austin
Witkowski
Zachery
Wolski

House
Lobbyist
Senate
Role

(O)

Senate
Lobbyist
House
House
House
Senate
Senate

(O)

(O)

(O)
(O)
(O)
(O)
(O)

082 Orange 5
Orange 1
044 Orange 1
Seat #Committee

RII-41
H-O-18
RII-42
S-O-21
RII-42
S-O-21
Prelim Bill # Final Bill #

032 Orange 5
Orange 5
119 Orange 7
054 Orange 1
126 Orange 6
066 Orange 3
062 Orange 3

RII-41
RII-41
RII-41
RII-42
RII-42
RII-42
RII-41

H-O-18
H-O-18
H-O-18
S-O-21
S-O-21
S-O-21
H-O-18

ILLINOIS YMCA YOUTH AND GOVERNMENT
SIXTY-SIXTH ASSEMBLY

ILLINOIS YMCA YOUTH AND GOVERNMENT
SIXTY-SIXTH ASSEMBLY

ILLINOIS YMCA YOUTH AND GOVERNMENT
SIXTY-SIXTH ASSEMBLY

COMMITTEE ASSIGNMENTS
Please note that all Legislators and Lobbyists must attend all Committee sessions.

BLUE COMMITTEES
(1) Committee I
Committee Chairperson: Rep. Jill Patel
H-B-01
H-B-02
H-B-03

H-B-16
S-B-01
S-B-02

S-B-03

(2) Committee II
Committee Chairpersons: Sen. Devashri Nagarkar, Rep. Emily Brown
H-B-04
H-B-05
H-B-06

H-B-07
H-B-09
S-B-05

S-B-07

(3) Committee III
Committee Chairperson: Rep. Ryan Guerin
H-B-10
S-B-08
S-B-09

S-B-10
S-B-11
S-B-13

S-B-14

(4) Committee IV
Committee Chairpersons: Rep. Julia Bollwitt, Rep. Tesh Patel
H-B-11
H-B-13
H-B-14

H-B-15
S-B-12
S-B-16

S-B-18

(5) Committee V
Committee Chairpersons: Rep. Scott Gregus, Sen. Madalynn Camp
H-B-12
H-B-17
S-B-04

S-B-06
S-B-15
S-B-17

S-B-20

(6) Committee VI
Committee Chairpersons: Rep. Megan Mech, Rep. Arjun Chopra
H-B-08
H-B-18
H-B-19

H-B-20
H-B-21
S-B-19

(7) Committee VII
Committee Chairperson: Sen. Christina Shehata
H-B-22
H-B-23
H-B-24
S-B-22

S-B-23
S-B-24
S-B-25

S-B-21
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GRAY COMMITTEES
(1) Committee I
Committee Chairperson: Sen. Karrina Stanley
H-G-01
H-G-02
H-G-04

S-G-01
S-G-02
S-G-05

S-G-10

(2) Committee II
Committee Chairperson: Rep. Brendan Hill
H-G-05
H-G-06

H-G-07
S-G-04

S-G-06
S-G-07

(3) Committee III
Committee Chairperson: Rep. Emily Joyce
H-G-03
H-G-08
H-G-09

H-G-10
H-G-11
S-G-08

S-G-09

(4) Committee
Committee IV
Committee Chairperson: Rep. Nick Gricus
H-G-12
H-G-13

H-G-17
S-G-11

S-G-12
S-G-13

(5) Committee V
Committee Chairperson: Rep. Rachel Circelli
H-G-15
H-G-16
H-G-20

H-G-23
S-G-14
S-G-15

S-G-16

(6) Committee VI
Committee Chairperson: Rep. Anne Mou
H-G-14
H-G-18
H-G-19

S-G-03
S-G-18
S-G-19

S-G-20

(7) Committee VII
Committee Chairperson: Rep. Monica VanDuyne
H-G-21
H-G-22
H-G-24

S-G-17
S-G-21
S-G-22

S-G-23
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ORANGE COMMITTEES
1) Committee I
Committee Chairperson: Sen. Eddie Priester
H-O-01
H-O-02
H-O-03

H-O-04
S-O-01
S-O-03

S-O-21

(2) Committee II
Committee Chairperson: Rep. Sophia Pensabene
H-O-05
H-O-07
H-O-09

S-O-04
S-O-05
S-O-07

S-O-23

(3) Committee III
Committee Chairperson: Sen. Kevin Palmer
H-O-06
H-O-08
H-O-10

H-O-11
S-O-08
S-O-09

S-O-10

(4) Committee IV
Committee Chairpersons: Rep. Emily Hergert, Sen. Ayla Ahmed
H-O-12
H-O-13
H-O-14

S-O-11
S-O-12
S-O-13

S-O-14

(5) Committee V
Committee Chairperson: Sen. Tyler Giacalone
H-O-15
H-O-16
H-O-17

H-O-18
S-O-15
S-O-16

S-O-17

(6) Committee VI
Committee Chairperson: Sen. Ria Garg
H-O-19
H-O-20
H-O-21

S-O-02
S-O-18
S-O-19

S-O-20

(7) Committee VII
Committee Chairperson: Rep. Justin Lei
H-O-22
H-O-23
H-O-24

H-O-25
S-O-06
S-O-22

S-O-24

A PRAYER FOR THE HOUSE

Lord,
Thank you for uniting us today to celebrate the gift of
democracy that you have bestowed upon us. May the
bills that we have forged be pleasing to you so that
they can guide our country to be in union with your
teaching. Let them be a reflection to your laws.

Amen

Representative John Collin
Chaplain of the Blue House

RIII-05

H-B-01
STATE OF ILLINOIS
Sixty
Sixty-Sixth Session
Illinois Youth Legislature

Introduced by:

Referred to Committee: Blue 1

Senate Sponsor:

Zachary Hanusek

House Sponsor:

Victoria Cheffer

CoCo-Sponsors:
Sponsors:
Delegation:

Southwestern Illinois YMCA
A BILL

For an Act Creating Chapter 5, Section 435 , of the Illinois Compiled Statutes, relating to
Governmental Ethics: Drug Testing of Elected Public Officials.
BE IT ENACTED BY THE YMCA YOUTH LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ILLINOIS.
1
2
3

Section I. Candidates of the State, County, and Municipal government system must subject
to and pass a drug test 90 days prior to the election. Candidates are required to pay the
fee for the test.

4
5

Section II. Write-in candadates must subject to and pass a drug test 30 days prior to the
election.

6
7

Section III. In addition, once elected to office, all officials must be subjected to random drug
tests throughout their term. The Secretary of State shall provide these tests.

8
9
10

Section IV. The test shall be administered through the Secretary of State. The test shall be
a blood test, looking for any illegal substances such as Cannabis, Cocaine, Heroin,
Morphine, Methamphetamine, LSD, prescription drugs, etc.

11
12
13

Section V. A failed test will result in a fine of $10,000 for state officials, $5,000 for county
officials and $1,000 for municipal officials. In addition, all failed tests will result in a public
release of the test results.

14
15

Section VI. This Bill shall go into effect on January 1, 2016 upon the signature of the Youth
Governor of the State of Illinois.

RI-59

H-B-02

STATE OF ILLINOIS
Sixty
Sixty-Sixth Session
Illinois Youth Legislature
Introduced by:

Referred to Committee:

Senate Sponsor:

William McKinley Buford IV

House Sponsor:

Nawfal Mohamed Kulam

CoCo-Sponsors:

Tom Roy, Ethan Michael Borden

Delegation:

Waubonsie Valley

A BILL
For an Act changing Article IX Section 3a , of the Illinois Constitution, relating to income
tax.
BE IT ENACTED BY THE YMCA YOUTH LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ILLINOIS.
1
2
3

Section I. Illinois residents with an income at or above $1000000 will be subject to an
addition 1% in annual income tax. Residents who donate at least $5,000 to charities, aimed
at improving the quality of life, can alleviate up to half of the 1% upturn.

4
5

Section II. Article IX Section 3a of the Illinois Constitution will be amended to allow a
progressive tax. The tax rate for millionaires and billionaires will increase from 5% to 6%.

6

Section III. This bill is a sunset bill, it will expire and go under review on January 1st, 2026

7
8
9
10
11
12

Section IV. Strict guidelines will be put in place to ensure proper spending. 20% of the
extra revenue will be spent, respectively, on education, public works, and public safety. 30%
of the revenue will be allocated towards closing the state’s 47.8 billion dollar debt. 10% of
the funding will be spent at the discretion of the state legislature. Any funds left over at
the end of the annual year, will go towards closing the state deficit. The Illinois Department
of Revenue will have oversight of the monies.

13
14

Section V. This Bill shall go into effect on January 1st, 2016 upon the signature of the
Youth Governor of the State of Illinois.

H-B-02

LOBBYIST POSITION PAPER
Lobbyist Name:

Alex Kierstead

Delegation:
Delegation:

Waubonsie Valley High School

Aligned with Preliminary Bill #: RI-59
I strongly encourage YMCA Youth Legislature to pass a bill increasing the rate of taxation on
millionaires. Currently, the state of Illinois imposes a flat-rate tax in which incomes of all sizes are
taxed at the same level. It is predicted that a 3% tax raise on incomes over $1 million could bring in
around $1 billion annually. Millionaires are those who have been successful- and they most likely
owe that success, at least in part, to the government that has allowed them a safe and open
environment in which to invest and do business. However this money will only be passing through the
government- its final destination will be communities. The money will be put towards such
government-funded programs as education, social security, and infrastructure. Further developing
our communities is in the best interest of all Americans, millionaires included. Statistics show that
Millionaires in America receive a large percentage of their collective income from business. With more
money flowing through our state government, the overall financial wellbeing of our state can be
expected to increase.
Some may argue that in taking a higher percentage of income from one group than another,
our legislators are defying some abstract idealized form of American values. In truth, this legislation
is nothing if not supportive of the American dream. We pride ourselves on being the land of
opportunity and equality, where anyone can achieve anything. Yet the wealthiest 1% of Americans
hold in excess of 20% of our nation’s wealth. With a slightly increased tax on millionaires, more
citizens would have access to more opportunities, increasing the overall wealth of our communities
and our state.
Summary: I will promote any legislature that ensures that the government will levy a higher tax rate
on our nation's wealthiest.

RII-39

H-B-03
STATE OF ILLINOIS
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Introduced by:

Referred to Committee: Blue 1

Senate Sponsor:

Imogene Asa

House Sponsor:

Jake Reaves

CoCo-Sponsors:

Paul Joyce

Delegation:

Westmont High School
A BILL

For an Act amending (625 ILCS 5/11-703), of the Illinois Compiled Statutes, relating to
Lane Splitting and Filtering by two-wheeled vehicles.
BE IT ENACTED BY THE YMCA YOUTH LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ILLINOIS.

1
2
3
4
5

Section I. This act will remove section C in 625 ILCS 5/11-703, which previously stated "The
driver of a 2 wheeled vehicle may not, in passing upon the left of any vehicle proceeding in
the same direction, pass upon the right of any vehicle proceeding in the same direction
unless there is an unobstructed lane of traffic available to permit such passing maneuver
safely."

6
7
8

Section II,
This act will replace section C with the following: If a motorcycle operator is
driving through traffic moving less than 35 mph, or stopped traffic, the operator may do
either or both of the following:

9

1. Overtake and pass in the same lane occupied by the vehicle being overtaken.

10
11

2. Operate a motorcycle between the lanes of traffic or between adjacent rows of
vehicles.

12
13

Section III. A motorcycle operator may only execute the above if the following criteria Is
meet.

14
15

1. The motorcycle may not be traveling in excess of 15 miles per hour faster then the
current speed of the surrounding traffic.

16
17

2. The maneuver must be done in a safe manner that will not harm operator or any
surrounding drivers.

18
19

Section IV. This Bill shall go into effect on June 1, 2015 upon the signature of the Youth
Governor of the State of Illinois.

RI-23
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Introduced by:

Referred to Committee: Blue 2

Senate Sponsor:

Devashri Nagarkar

House Sponsor:

Matt Carsello

CoCo-Sponsors:

Samuel Groetsch and Amal Rohail

Delegation:

Neuqua Valley High School
A BILL

For an Act creating Chapter 30,Section 791, of the Illinois Compiled Statutes, relating to
nuclear energy subsidies.
BE IT ENACTED BY THE YMCA YOUTH LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ILLINOIS.
1
2

Section I. This law establishes a subsidy for power generated by new nuclear power plants
in Illinois to be funded by a 3 cent increase in the price of all electricity utilities in Illinois.

3
4
5
6

Section II. In order for the nuclear power plants to initially qualify for this subsidy, they
must present a plan in which they prove the plant operates safely by using a generation III+
reactor. In addition they must follow the Department of Energy Nuclear Waste Disposal
Initiative of 2013.

7
8
9
10
11

Section III. All power plants receiving this subsidy must also be subject to twice the number
of regular safety checks mandated by the United States Nuclear Regulatory Commission
from annual to biannual basis. The enforcement of these increases in safety requirements
are delegated to the IEMA which already handles the current regulations on Illinois Nuclear
Power Plants.

12
13
14
15
16

Section IV. The subsidy itself doubles the price at which the state purchases power from
nuclear power plants from 33 cents per kWh to 66 cents per kWh for 10 years after the
subsidy is first issued or until the above requirements above are no longer met. This
implementation distributes the cost of the subsidy across 10 years rather than a large lump
sum.

17
18

Section V. This Bill shall go into effect on January 1st, 2016 upon the signature of the
Youth Governor of the State of Illinois.

H-B-04

LOBBYIST POSITION PAPER
Lobbyist Name:

Shreya Sridhara

Delegation:
Delegation:

Neuqua Valley

Aligned with Preliminary Bill #: RI-23
I encourage the YMCA Youth Legislature to pass legislation that aims to create more nuclear power
plants in Illinois.
Illinois experienced a polar vortex last winter and research is showing that another one will occur
this winter. According to the U.S. Energy Information Administration, coal factories in the Midwest
operated at very high rates due to the extreme cold weather, and some smaller factories even shut
down. Nuclear plants, however, are built to keep running on a certain reserve that can last up to
three years and is kept in concentrated areas to prevented radiation leakage.
According to the Nuclear Energy Institute, coal energy plants produce 100 times more uncontained
radiation than nuclear energy plants. In addition, nuclear energy produces the least quantity of
greenhouse gases per unit of energy generated, compared to others forms of energy such as thermal,
natural gas, solar, and coal. It produces zero carbon dioxide, nitrogen oxide and sulfur dioxide from
the process of converting nuclear fuel to energy. Nuclear energy is the only source of clean energy
that operates round the clock and in any weather conditions, unlike other clean energy sources such
as solar and wind energy. Additionally, it requires the least amount of land and other inputs per unit
of energy generated compared to other methods of power generation Nuclear energy has already
become a significant contributor to the state and local revenues where such plants are located and
has a very strong track record for safe operation of power plants in the state of Illinois with zero
industrial accidents or losses.
According to the National Conference of State Legislatures, the current unemployment rate of Illinois
is 6.7%. Although it has been decreasing, it is still above the national unemployment rate of 5.9%.
Creating new jobs of all levels, as would be a part of a nuclear power plant, will be able to help solve
this problem. Placing a 3 cent tax on each unit of commercial energy and using that money to grant a
subsidy to new nuclear plants will serve as an incentive to make sure they live up to certain safety
requirements.
Summary: In the 21st century, it is necessary for us as Illinoisans to move toward a safer and more
efficient energy source--nuclear energy. Placing a tax on commercial energy to provide a subsidy for
new nuclear power plants will not only create cleaner, more sustainable energy, but will also create
new jobs of all levels. I will support legislation that aims to create more nuclear power plants in
Illinois.

RI-58
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Introduced by:

Referred to Committee: Blue 2

Senate Sponsor:

Adarsh Velagapudi

House Sponsor:

Andrés Zocchi

CoCo-Sponsors:

Matthew Lawless, Sanchit Gavankar

Delegation:

Waubonsie Valley
A BILL

For an Act amending Chapter 50, of the Illinois Compiled Statutes, relating to Law
Enforcement Camera Grant Act.
BE IT ENACTED BY THE YMCA YOUTH LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ILLINOIS.

1
2

Section I. This bill will enact a requirement upon all police officers to wear body video
cameras on their uniform and proper training on how to utilize the cameras.

3
4
5

Section II. Acceptable video cameras must be at least 480p quality and have at least 130
degrees of visual capability. In addition, the video camera’s battery must last at least eight
hours. Every officer must visibly wear their video camera on their chest.

6
7
8

Section III. Officers must inform citizens they engage with that they are recording and
show their camera. Furthermore, officers must reach a clear verbal agreement before
entering a citizen’s home. Proof of this agreement will be evident within the recording.

9
10
11
12
13
14

Section IV. In the circumstance of a police department failing to abide by the mandates of
this bill a punishment will be given according to the severity of the infraction. If a
department fails to provide cameras and enforce that their officers wear them they will be
given a two week notice the first time, and for any additional offenses the police
department chief will be fined and investigated by the Office of the Executive Inspector
General.

15
16
17
18
19

Section V. In the circumstance of a single police officer failing to abide by the requirement
of having the video camera visibly on his or her uniform and turned on, a punishment will
be given for the infraction. The officer will be fined up to 100 dollars for being without the
camera on and will undergo further investigations by the Office of the Executive Inspector
General.
RI-58
H-B-05

20
21

Section VII. The recording is permitted to be used as evidence for trials to enable both
citizens and police officers to protect justice.

22
23
24

Section VI. The funding for this bill will be provided by a tax increase on cigarettes which
will help the health of our people and help fund this vital project. However, a vast amount
of money will be saved because the cameras reduce the cost of resolving complaints.

25
26

Section VIII. This Bill shall go into effect on August 1st, 2015 upon the signature of the
Youth Governor of the State of Illinois.

H-B-05

LOBBYIST POSITION PAPER
Lobbyist Name:

Olunife Akinmolayan

Delegation:
Delegation:

Waubonsie Valley

Aligned with Preliminary Bill #: RI-58
Cameras should be placed police uniforms.
Summary:
Through the years in law enforcement many cases have been brought forward concerning the actions of
a police officer. People have won cases and have also lost those cases. The truth is that these cases can be
considered unjustified. Another issue in the years of law enforcement is the justification of where officers have
been. Some officers have been questioned of their whereabouts on the job and no one can know for sure where
they could have been. There are many problems that have been and still are occurring in law enforcement but the
way to resolve these problems are possible with a simple device. Cameras on police uniforms are the answers to
these problems. Cameras will be able to show the actions of the officer and the citizen that is being interacted
with. The cameras will also be able to allow a department to understand where an officer has been and even
where they are going. The world is moving quickly with brand new technology and so are the criminals. The only
way to keep up is by being one step ahead of them. These cameras will be on every police officer in every police
department and failure to comply will result in a violation of the law.
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Introduced by:

Referred to Committee: Blue 2

Senate Sponsor:

Kaila Latiker

House Sponsor:

Simone Johnson

CoCo-Sponsors:
Sponsors:

Jordan Madden

Delegation:

Kenwood Academy
A BILL

For an Act Creating, of the Illinois Compiled Statutes, relating to College Loans and Interest
Rates.
BE IT ENACTED BY THE YMCA YOUTH LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ILLINOIS.
1
2
3
4
5

Section I. This bill will effect interest rates on all state-funded Colleges and Universities.
This allows future college graduates who have loans to pay them back quicker than they are
able to with a steadily increasing interest rate. This bill will allow graduates from two year,
four year, and technical programs to have one set rate for the duration of their loan
payment period.

6
7
8
9

Section II. This bill will lower and maximize the loan rates for undergraduate and graduate
students. Lowering Undergraduate Subsidized and Unsubsidized loans to 3% and the
Graduate Unsubsidized loans to 5%. These rates will not be changed until there is an
inflationary period of the economy.

10
11

Section III. The rates set in the above section will not increase. Those rates are the set and
will not increase.

12
13

Section IV. This bill will not affect the loan rates given to or handled by any private or Forprofit institutions. Only Institutions that receive funding from the Illinois State Government.

14
15

Section V. This Bill shall go into effect on March 1, 2016 upon the signature of the Youth
Governor of the State of Illinois.

H-B-06
LOBBYIST POSITION PAPER

Lobbyist Name:

Sarah Adegoke

Delegation:

Kenwood Academy High School

Aligned
Aligned with Preliminary Bill #: RIIRII-43
I encourage the YMCA Legislature to pass a bill that ensures all college students will have a flat interest
rate for college tuition applicable to state funded universities.
It is no secret that higher education is one of the most expensive things to finance and loans
provide much needed support to the overwhelming majority of students who take advantage of it.
Instead of providing a shining light in what seems like an impossible task, loans have become a
financial burden in itself. The rates of interest just allow for the debt to skyrocket to the point
where most are unable to afford to pay it off. In accordance with reports from US News, nearly
three in every four students graduates college with outstanding loans. Once interest rates are
lowered and stagnant, this statistic will be out of date.
Universities that receive funding from the Illinois State Government should utilize a stagnant rate for
interest on loans to finance their education, because students should not be burdened by the loans they
incur while proceeding in their studies. The rate for interest should be lowered to 3% for undergraduate
and should not rise to ensure the students’ ableness to pay off the loan completely and in a timely
fashion. As for graduate school students, the interest rate should experience a decrease to 5% for the
same reasons. The act of continuing a higher education should not be met with life long debts in loans.
Once the rates of interest have been lowered respectively, they should stay the same. Over an infinite
amount of years these rates will experience no increase of any sort. This is exclusive to the institutions
that are Illinois State funded.
Stabilization and decrease of interest on student loans to state funded universities would help alleviate
some of the burden caused by student loans. The employment of this policy will allow for lesser people
to be stuck with high loan rates and make it easier for people to pay them off.
Summary: All legislation that believes students deserve to receive a flat rate of interest for higher
education in state funded universities share my stance on the topic.

RII-40
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Introduced by:

Referred to Committee: Blue 2

Senate Sponsor:

Uros Plecevic

House Sponsor:

Nick Dea

CoCo-Sponsors:
A BILL
For an Act 755, of the Illinois Compiled Statutes, relating to Organ Donation.
BE IT ENACTED BY THE YMCA YOUTH LEGISLATURE OF-THE STATE OF ILLINOIS.

1
2

Section I. Illinois recognizes that there is a critical shortage of human organs and tissues
available to citizens in need of organ transplants.

3
4

Section II., This Act is intended to implement the public policy of having automatic organ
donation unless the individual has previously opted out of the program.

5
6
7
8

Section III. Upon the death of an Illinois state resident within the state of.boundaries of
Illinois, the resident will have their organs automatically made available for donation to the
appropriate medical or organ donation registry unless they have previously chosen to opt
out.

9
10

Section IV. The Illinois state resident must be of 18 years of age, and deem to have healthy
organs for the donations by a medical examiner.

11
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Section V. This Bill shall go into effect on January 1, 2016 upon the signature of the Youth
Governor of the State of Illinois.
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Introduced by:

Referred to Committee: Blue 6

Senate Sponsor:

Sid Menon

House Sponsor:

Julian Heer

CoCo-Sponsors:

Drew Ehrich, Nathan White

Delegation:

Bradley Bourbonnais Community High School

A BILL
For an Act creating Chapter 415, Section 125, Article 10, of the Illinois Compiled Statutes,
relating to fuel consumption.
BE IT ENACTED BY THE YMCA YOUTH LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ILLINOIS.
1
2

Section I. This bill will tax fossil fuels heavily based on their efficiency in order to reduce
emissions. Taxing these fossil fuels will help to promote alternate energy sources.

3
4
5
6
7
8
9

Section II. This law will be enforced by the United States Department of Energy by taxing
companies that use harmful fossil fuels as much as 2% per unit. Companies that upgrade to
more efficient fuel sources will be taxed as little as 0.3% per unit. In the last 150 years, the
usage of fossil fuels has led to a 25% increase in carbon dioxide within Earth’s atmosphere.
In addition to that, it’s also been proven to contribute to global warming, air quality
deterioration, and acid rain. This bill will lessen the damage done to the environment by
encouraging companies to switch to more efficient sources.

10
11
12

Section III. The tax revenue will be distributed evenly amongst the top five most energy
efficient companies in Illinois of the year as an incentive in hopes that it will substantially
decrease the amount of emissions from factories.

13
14

Section IV. This Bill shall go into effect on June 1, 2015 upon the signature of the Youth
Governor of the State of Illinois.

H-B-08
LOBBYIST POSITION PAPER

Lobbyist Name:

Maximillian Yason-Martin

Delegation:
Delegation:

Bradley Bourbonnais Community High School

Aligned with Preliminary Bill #: RII-12

A problem that we, not only as a country but as a state, face today is pollution in our
skies and in our water. Industrial pollution specifically. Industrial pollution, or pollution created
from industrial or manufacturing processes, is, “one of the primary sources of environmental
contamination. According to the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA), air pollution levels
rose 14 percent from 1990 to 2008.” But why should we care, right? Today, pollution is an
enemy without a face and the only way that we as a society of free and healthy people can fight
it is by learning what pollution does and how it affects us.
Pollution in our atmosphere leads to things like global warming, acid rain, and health
problems in populace.
When extremely large amounts of pollutants are released into the atmosphere they
combine with nitrous oxide and sunlight to create ozone. Too much ozone in the atmosphere
leads to global warming which is a phenomenon that, essentially, is the warming of the Earth
over a period of time because the ozone retains more and more of the Sun’s heat. As the Earth
heats up the seasons get hotter and hotter until we have no more snow, or winter, or ice, or
polar bears, or penguins. It will get hotter still until the planet cannot sustain any life and we,
the human race, become extinct. Acid rain, the mixture of pollutants with moisture in the
atmosphere that precipitate as rain does except it is corrosive and dangerous. Pollutants
aggravate existing human conditions such as asthma or bronchitis. Carbon monoxide, a
pollutant, does damage to our cardiovascular and nervous systems and can cause permanent
damage to both. So, it sounds like we should be a little concerned.
This is all caused by pollution from factories that consume fossil fuels such as oil or
gasoline. Bill RII-12 titled, “Preserving Illinois Oil” seeks to mitigate industrial pollution through
a carbon tax. Its main points are to tax factories and corporations that use unsafe fuels such as
oil and gasoline at a high rate of 2% and those that use clean alternatives such as solar power,
wind, or water at a much lower rate of 0.3%. In response to the Washington Post and as an
extra incentive the taxes will be divided amongst the top five energy efficient companies in the
state. The tax break and potential revenue is all that companies need to switch to cleaner
alternatives. This is part of the solution to the global warming crisis. This will keep our children
health. This will keep us, as a civilization, whole.
Summary: I wholly support bill RII-12 "Preserving Illinois Oil" to my fullest extent.

RII-22
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Introduced by:

Referred to Committee: Blue 2

Senate Sponsor:

Nicole Hefner

House Sponsor:

Kally Morozin

CoCo-Sponsors:

Annie Brinkman

Delegation:

Carmel

A BILL
For an Act Amending Chapter 605, Section 10, of the Illinois Compiled Statutes, relating to
Toll Highway Act.
BE IT ENACTED BY THE YMCA YOUTH LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ILLINOIS.
1

Section I. All electric cars will be offered a 50% deduction on Illinois toll fees.

2

Section II. This is only applicable to fully electric cars, not hybrid cars.

3
4
5
6

Section III. With the purchase of an I-Pass card, electric car owners will be offered the
chance to buy a special I-Pass card that will give them a 50% deduction on toll fees in
Illinois for the same price as a regular I-Pass. The deduction is not available to electric car
drivers who pay in cash.

7
8

Section IV. An implementation of a 1% tax on car batteries will cover the losses incurred by
the 50% deduction on tolls for electric cars.

9
10

Section V. This Bill shall go into effect on January 1, 2016 upon the signature of the Youth
Governor of the State of Illinois.

David Cruz is the Lobbyist for this bill. His paper was unavailable for publication.
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Introduced by:

Referred to Committee: Blue 3

Senate Sponsor:

Jelena Mihailovic-Klaric

House Sponsor:

Cayleigh Price

CoCo-Sponsors:

Sarah Bayne

Delegation:

Westmont High School
A BILL

For an Act Creating under Chapter 505--Agriculture, of the Illinois Compiled Statutes,
relating to Sustainable Farming.
BE IT ENACTED BY THE YMCA YOUTH LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ILLINOIS.

1

Section I. This bill will promote the growth of at least twelve food hubs in the state of Illinois.

2
3

Section II. The promotion of food hubs will be done as follows: information from the United
States Department of Agriculture (USDA) on grants will be widely. available to communities.

4
5
6
7
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Section III., To make information widely available to communities, a government-run website
will be created, and it will include links to the USDA website regarding information on grants
to pay for food hubs, information on the benefits of food hubs to communities, and
information on how to start a food hub. This will be paid for by the Illinois Department of
Agriculture.

9
10
11

Section IV. Communities serviced by a food hub will earn a tax break from the Illinois
government on the communities' income tax. The communities serviced by a food hub will be
determined by the Illinois Department of Agriculture.

12
13

Section V. These food hubs will be paid for with grants given by the USDA which interested
communities will apply for.

14
15

Section VI. This bill shall go into effect on January 1, 2017 upon the signature of the Youth
Governor of the State of Illinois.

RI-33
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Introduced by:

Referred to Committee: Blue 4

Senate Sponsor:

Ben Groves

House Sponsor:

JR Wagner

CoCo-Sponsors:

Amy Song, Cindy Song

Delegation:

Neuqua Valley High School
A BILL

For an Act Chapter 415 creating section 15, of the Illinois , relating to environmental
safety.
BE IT ENACTED BY THE YMCA YOUTH LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ILLINOIS.

1
2

Section I. This bill will require a four percent tax on each disposable plastic fluid container
created by a corporation or distributed in Illinois.

3
4
5
6

Section II. Any bottle with an SPI code of 1-2 and less than a gallon will be subject to this
bill. SPI code was developed to provide a consistent national system to facilitate recycling
through the normal channels for collecting recyclable materials. This tax also applies to
bottles that are composed of Polyvinyl chloride plastics (PVC) and polycarbonate plastics.

7
8
9

Section III. Violations of this law if implemented would include a 7% tax on the net profit
for the next fiscal year. This will incentivize a movement towards environmental friendly
packaging while not completely decimating the business or their profits.

10
11
12

Section IV. Taxes acquired from the containers will be used to subsidize local reusable
water bottle manufacturers. This will incentivize consumers to invest not in plastic
disposable bottles but in reusable bottles.

13
14
15

Section V. The enforcement of this bill will be done by the Illinois Environmental Protection
Agency. In the event extra funding is needed, up to 5% the tax may be used to help
properly staff and equip the EPA.

16
17

Section VI. This Bill shall go into effect on July 1st, 2016 upon the signature of the Youth
Governor of the State of Illinois.

H-B-11
LOBBYIST POSITION PAPER

Lobbyist Name:

Trisha Prabhu

Delegation:

Neuqua Valley High School

Aligned with Preliminary Bill #:

RIRI-33

I encourage the YMCA Youth Legislature to pass a bill that requires a four percent tax on each
disposable plastic fluid container created by a corporation or distributed in the state of Illinois.
Research from the Food and Water Watch shows that bottled water production in the United States
used the energy equivalent of 32 to 54 million barrels of oil to produce and transport plastic water
bottles in 2007—enough to fuel about 1.5 million cars for a year. Worse, about 75% of them end
up in landfills rather than being recycled. The public has recognized the harm that these water
bottles are causing to our planet, with research showing that in 2009, U.S. consumers purchased
8.45 billion gallons of bottled water, 2.5 percent less than was consumed in 2008. Bottled water
sales declined in both 2008 and 2009 for multiple reasons, an important one being that consumers
became increasingly aware of the environmental concerns associated with the product.
Corporations, on the other hand, turn a blind eye to this issue, only concerned about their profit
margins.
Any bottle with an SPI code of 1-2 and less than a gallon will be subject to this bill, including
bottles that are composed of Polyvinyl Chloride Plastics (one of the most toxic plastics) and
polycarbonate plastics. Should this bill be violated, a 7% tax on the net profit of the corporation for
the next fiscal year will be implemented. This will be enforced by the Illinois Environmental
Protection Agency. It is imperative that corporations pursue more environmentally friendly
practices in manufacturing their products- for a better, healthier Earth. Collected taxes can fund
local recycling centers, private clean energy research and the development of businesses, furthering
communities, and bringing about awareness of this issue. This will benefit the state of Illinois and
take us one step toward a better tomorrow for our environment.
Summary: Earth is our home, and corporations who are trying to profit from the use of harmful
plastics should be taxed in an effort to motivate them to pursue environmentally friendly practices
while manufacturing their products and fund clean energy research.

RII-11
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Introduced by:

Referred to Committee: Blue 5

Senate Sponsor:

Madalynn Camp

House Sponsor:

Jade Surface

CoCo-Sponsors:

Gabrielle Martin, Calynn LaGesse

Delegation:

Bradley Bourbonnais Community High School
A BILL

For an Act amending Chapter 510 Section 72, of the Illinois Compiled Statutes, relating to
Euthanasia in Animal Shelters.
BE IT ENACTED BY THE YMCA YOUTH LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ILLINOIS.

1
2

Section I. This bill will ultimately work towards eliminating euthanasia in animal shelters
through a tax incentive to adopt from shelters.

3
4
5

Section II. People who adopt from animal shelters will be given a tax break of 5% of their
yearly taxes. For the next 4 animals adopted from a shelter after that, a 2% tax cut off the
original total yearly taxes will be given.

6
7

Section III. People who choose not to receive the tax break can adopt the animal normally
without

8
9

Section IV. The tax cut is only limited to pets adopted within an animal shelter such as cats
and dogs. Animals such as reptiles, birds, horses, etc. are not included.

10
11
12
13
14

Section V. In order to adopt from a shelter and receive the tax break, the following
requirements must be met: (1) an application issued by the shelter must be completed and
turned in for review (2) proof of current residence (3) house must be up to state standards
discussed in Section IV below (4) a thorough background check (5) adequate financial
standing for animal needs.

15
16
17

Section VI. All homes of those wanting to adopt and receive the tax cut must be up to
these general standards which are all variable by animal needs. (1) Adequate living space
must be provided (20 special equipment needed to contain animal (3) comfortable

RII-11
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environment between other pets and people (4) any special accommodations specific to
animal discussed by animal shelter employee.

20
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Section VII. If adoption is complete, there will be four month check-ups to make sure
animal is being taken care of properly. At the end of the year on the third check-up, it will
be determined if owner if applicable to continue the tax cut. If owner is not applicable, tax
cut will be removed, and animals will be placed back under the adoption agency. All persons
are only applicable to receive tax cuts for up to 3 years, afterwards, the person must
adopt a new animal from the shelter or taxes will be returned to normal.

26
27

Section VIII. All home inspections and routinely checkups will be completed by the animal
shelter.

28
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Section IX. This Bill shall go into effect on January 1, 2016 upon the signature of the
Youth Governor of the State of Illinois.

H-B-12
LOBBYIST POSITION PAPER
Lobbyist Name:

Hana Inman-Grabow

Delegation:
Delegation:

Bradley Bourbonnais Community High School

Aligned with Preliminary Bill #: RII-11

I encourage the legislature to pass a bill that provides a tax incentive to those who adopt from
animal shelters to prevent euthanasia in the shelters.
People who adopt an animal from the shelter will receive a 5% tax cut off their yearly taxes, and
2% for every animal adopted after the first one. This tax cut will expire after 3 years, and if the
person would like to keep receiving the tax break, they must adopt another animal. However, in
order to adopt and receive the tax cut the household and person must meet the said requirement.
Eventually, a decline in euthanasia in animal shelters will become noticeable because there will be
more room for new animals, and more animals will be adopted and healthy in a household.
By offering a tax break to those who adopt and take proper care of their animal, it provides a
motivation and reason to adopt animals from shelters. Overcrowding is one of the reasons for
euthanizing sheltered animals. Not only will these animals be taken better care of and nurtured, but
it will provide more space for new animals to come in, which let the older animals live. In 1997 the
National Council took a survey on 1,000 shelters. 64 percent of the total number of animals that
entered shelters were euthanized. That adds up to about 2.7 million animals in just these 1,000
shelters. In 2008 it was estimated that approximately 3.7 million animals were euthanized within
the nations shelters. Only 25 percent of dogs, and 24 percent of cats are adopted after entering
shelters. Less than half of cats and dog combined get adopted, which ultimately leads to
overcrowding. When space is needed for the new animals, the ones that have problems or have a
little chance of getting adopted get euthanized. A tax cut is appealing to most people, and this
offer will motivate many more people than usual to decide to adopt an animal. This will create much
more space for new animals coming in, and also leave space for the animals that have been there.
This means there will not be as much of a need for euthanasia in animal shelters. Less animals will
be euthanized, and more animals will be either living in a healthy home, or will reside in the shelter
until they get adopted too. The people will be satisfied with their tax cut, so that when it expires
they will have a motive to adopt another animal. This too means more animal will be getting
adopted than usual, creating more space than was there in the past.
A tax incentive should be given to those who adopt animals from the shelter. The reduction of
adoption of sheltered animals is the cost, and this tax break provides a solution to the low numbers
of animals being adopted and high numbers of animals euthanized.
Summary: I will support all legislation that promotes eliminating euthanasia in animal shelters through a
tax incentive to adopt from shelters.
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Introduced by:

Referred to Committee: Blue 4

Senate Sponsor:

Kyle Seegers

House Sponsor:

Emily Cunningham

CoCo-Sponsors:
Delegation:

Faith Lutheran
A BILL

1
2

For an Act adding Section 11-501(c) (6)-(7), of the Illinois , relating to Drunk driving
offences .

3

BE IT ENACTED BY THE YMCA YOUTH LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ILLINOIS.

4
5

Section I. This Act creates two new subsections ( c-6 and c-7 ) of Section 11-501 in the
Illinois Vehicle Code.

6
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Section II. The newly created subsection (c) (6) shall read “For each offences of subsection
(a) one yellow star shall be printed into the license by the DMV in the top right hand of the
convicted person’s driver’s license per a court order (if the court order does not include an
offence with the title ‘Aggravated’ according to a court order, as described in Section III).
The star shall be removed and “expire” seven (7) years after it is placed. Each star will cost
a fee of twenty-five dollars paid to the DMV at the time of placement.”’
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Section III. The newly created subsection (c) (7) shall read “For each ‘Aggravated’ offence
(as defined in sub. (d) ) a red star shall be printed into the license by the DMV in the top
right hand corner per a court order. The star shall be removed and “expire” nine (9) years
after it is placed. Each star will cost a fee of twenty-five dollars paid to the DMV at the
time of placement.”

17
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Section IV. When the court order is issued, a grace period shall be included for the person
to have his or her license renewed. This grace period shall be no less than fifteen (15) days
but extending no more than thirty (30) days. When the grace period expires the persons
license will expire. When the court order is issued, the court must notify the Secretary of
State’s office and notify him/her of the expiration of the license due to the court order

22
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Section V. This bill shall be regulated by the Secretary of State’s Department of Motor
Vehicles. If stars have been illegally removed, the license shall be considered void. This bill
will pay for itself through the $25 fee.

25
26

Section VI. This Bill shall go into effect on January 1, 2016 upon the signature of the
Youth Governor of the State of Illinois.

Casandra Paiz is the lobbyist for this group. Her position paper was not available for publication.
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Introduced by:

Referred to Committee: Blue4

Senate Sponsor:

Nick Rao

House Sponsor:

Mira Patel

CoCo-Sponsors:

Sophia Seeberg, Sarah Mueller

Delegation:

Neuqua Valley High School
A BILL

For an Act 105 ILCS 303, of the Illinois Compiled Statutes, relating to Education.
BE IT ENACTED BY THE YMCA YOUTH LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ILLINOIS.
1
2

Section I. Requires all high school students in Illinois take a minimum of .5 credits of public
speaking or communication courses.

3
4

Section II. Schools must offer at least one public speaking course and/or offer a curriculum
that emphasizes public speaking within an existing English course.

5
6

Section III. Students must receive a passing grade in these courses in order to graduate.
These courses must appear as a public speaking course on a transcript.

7
8
9
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Section IV. This requirement starts with the graduating class of 2020. In the case of a
transfer student from another state, his or her previous schedule will be compared to the
Illinois standards for public speaking education. If the student’s courses do not satisfy the
requirements, he or she will be required to take a public speaking course.

11
12

Section V. Funding for schools to implement the coursework will come from a twenty dollar
increase in the fine for driving under the influence of alcohol or other drugs in Illinois.

13
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Section VI. Schools that fail to comply with this requirement will result in a fine equal to
4.6% of the money they receive from the government. Failure to implement this course after
the original fine will result in a 1% increase in the fine for every semester they fail to
comply. The money generated from this will go towards schools and districts who need
more funding to implement these programs

18

Section VII. This bill will be enforced by the Illinois State Board of Education.

19
20

Section VIII. This Bill shall go into effect on January 1, 2015 upon the signature of the
Youth Governor of the State of Illinois.

H-B-14
LOBBYIST POSITION PAPER
Lobbyist Name:

Jessica Bella

Delegation:

Neuqua Valley High School

Aligned with Preliminary Bill #:

RI-31

I encourage the YMCA Youth Legislature to pass a bill that requires all high school students in
Illinois to have taken 0.5 credits worth of a public speaking course.
Many people today tend to get nervous while speaking publicly, and therefore avoid it. However,
in a 2013 survey, the National Association of College and Employers discovered that the skill to
communicate effectively is the quality most sought after by employers in potential employees.
The new requirement for a public speaking course would be beneficial to all students for their
future years in the workplace, as well as in everyday life.
In addition, learning to create and present coherent speeches help to develop critical thinking
skills help people overcome a fear of public speaking, and helps to fine-tune verbal and
nonverbal skills, all of which are essential to any profession.
A study by Trier University in Germany shows that repeatedly creating speeches and presenting
them helps to improve overall speaking and listening skills
At first, the funding for such a course, including supplies and teachers, seems difficult to
acquire. However, this bill would simply reform the current English curriculum. A semester of a
chosen English course would be dedicated to public speaking, but it would be counted as a
separate public speaking class. This passing of this bill would have little cost as no additional
teachers need to be paid. In addition, the outcome of such a course is invaluable, and far
outweighs any cost a semester of this course would require.
Summary: All high school students in the state of Illinois should have at least 0.5 credits of a
public speaking course. This experience will not only benefit today's youth, but future
employees, increasing the effectiveness, productivity, and overall professionalism of any
workplace said students might join in the future. I will support all legislation that requires a
public speaking course to be taken by high school students.
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Introduced by:

Referred to Committee: Blue 4

Senate Sponsor:

Joe Longo

House Sponsor:

Ally Seldz

CoCo-Sponsors:

Claire Zupec

Delegation:

Carmel
A BILL

For an Act Amending Chapter 720, Section 550, of the Illinois Compiled Statutes, relating
to the Cannabis Control Act.
BE IT ENACTED BY THE YMCA YOUTH LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ILLINOIS.
1
2
3
4
5
6

Section I. For the purpose of enhancing law enforcement capabilities, creating revenue, and
individual freedom, the state of Illinois permits the use of marijuana for people over 21
should be legal. Marijuana would be treated similar to alcohol in regards to taxation and
regulation. People purchasing marijuana must show ID and selling or distributing marijuana
to people under the age of 21 is illegal. Driving under the influence of marijuana is illegal.
Only licensed stores, subject to inspections are permitted to sell marijuana.

7
8
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Section II. Driving under the influence of marijuana will face the same consequences when
driving under the influence of alcohol. Driving with 5 Nano grams of per millimeter of blood
or more is illegal. Individuals will only be permitted to possess one ounce of marijuana.
Possessing more will result in a ticket, identical to a DUI, with Police officers will be trained
in drug recognition to more accurately tell when a suspect is driving under the influence of
marijuana.

13
14

Section III. Those convicted of marijuana possession before this bill is enacted will still be
charged with the charges of the former law until the end of said sentence.

15
16

Section IV. This Bill shall go into affect on January 1st, 2016 upon the signature of the
Youth Governor of the State of Illinois.
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Introduced by:

Referred to Committee: Blue 4

Senate Sponsor:

Joe Longo

House Sponsor:

Ally Seldz

CoCo-Sponsors:

Claire Zupec

Delegation:

Carmel
A BILL

For an Act Amending Chapter 720, Section 550, of the Illinois Compiled Statutes, relating
to the Cannabis Control Act.
BE IT ENACTED BY THE YMCA YOUTH LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ILLINOIS.
1
2
3
4
5
6

Section I. For the purpose of enhancing law enforcement capabilities, creating revenue, and
individual freedom, the state of Illinois permits the use of marijuana for people over 21
should be legal. Marijuana would be treated similar to alcohol in regards to taxation and
regulation. People purchasing marijuana must show ID and selling or distributing marijuana
to people under the age of 21 is illegal. Driving under the influence of marijuana is illegal.
Only licensed stores, subject to inspections are permitted to sell marijuana.
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Section II. Driving under the influence of marijuana will face the same consequences when
driving under the influence of alcohol. Driving with 5 Nano grams of per millimeter of blood
or more is illegal. Individuals will only be permitted to possess one ounce of marijuana.
Possessing more will result in a ticket, identical to a DUI, with Police officers will be trained
in drug recognition to more accurately tell when a suspect is driving under the influence of
marijuana.

13
14

Section III. Those convicted of marijuana possession before this bill is enacted will still be
charged with the charges of the former law until the end of said sentence.

15
16

Section IV. This Bill shall go into affect on January 1st, 2016 upon the signature of the
Youth Governor of the State of Illinois.
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Introduced by:

Referred to Committee: Blue 1

Senate Sponsor:

Asher Margulies

House Sponsor:

Edward Stern

CoCo-Sponsors:

Jack Corse

Delegation:

Metea Valley
A BILL

For an Act Amending Article Iv, of the Illinois Constitution, relating to The Legislature.
BE IT ENACTED BY THE YMCA YOUTH LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ILLINOIS.
1
2

Section I. The Illinois Senate will no longer be decided by first-past-the-post singlemember districts and will now be determined proportionally based on a State-Wide vote.

3
4
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Section II. The Senate shall consist of 59 members proportionally appointed based on the
popular vote of the citizens of the State of Illinois. Instead of listing candidates on the
ballot for the State Senator, a list of Political Parties shall appear on the ballot which the
voter shall choose from. Political Parties shall provide a list of 59 members ranked in
numerical order before they can be place on the ballot. A Party must acquire 4% of the
popular vote in order to get seats in the Senate. Whatever percentage of the votes that
remain went to that Party, that shall be the percentage of the 59 seats awarded to that
Party, rounded to the nearest full seat. If the total number of seats is larger than 59,
one shall be taken away from the Party closest to losing a seat, if the total number of
seats is less than 59, one seat shall be added to the Party that was closest to gaining an
additional seat. The seats shall be assigned to the members of the Party’s list starting at
number one and ending at the number of seats assigned. The Senate shall be elected in
2016 and every two years thereafter.
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Section III. One Representative shall be elected from each Representative District.
Immediately following each decennial redistricting, the General Assembly by law shall
divide the Representative Districts as equally as possible into three groups.
Representatives from one group shall be elected for terms of four years, four years and
two years; Representatives from the second group, for terms of four years, two years
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four years; and Representatives from the third group, for terms of two years, four years
and

23
24

four years. The Representative Districts in each group shall be distributed substantially
equally over the State.

25
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Section IV. Each Party has the right to determine how they want to select their list, so long
as it is some form of election where at least all registered members of the Party in the
State can vote.

28
29

Section V. In the event of a vacancy in the Senate, the appointed replacement Senator shall
be the next person on the Party’s list that the original seat holder was part of.

30
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Section VI. The Redistricting Commission will now consist of six members instead of 8.
The Speaker and Minority Leader of the House of Representatives shall each appoint to the
Commission two Representatives and one person who is not a member of the General
Assembly. Four of the Commission’s members must approve the plan.

34
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Section VII. If no candidate for Presiding Officer of the Senate receives 30 votes, the two
candidates who received the most votes shall run-off. The Minority Leader in the Senate
shall be elected by those who did not vote in favor of the new Presiding Officer in either
the original election or run-off.

38
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Section IV. This Bill shall go into effect on June 1, 2015 upon the signature of the Youth
Governor of the State of Illinois.

H-B-16

LOBBYIST POSITION PAPER
Lobbyist Name:

Ansh Sikka

Delegation:
Delegation:

Metea Valley High School

Aligned with Preliminary Bill #: RI-16
I encourage YMCA Youth Legislature to pass a bill that mandates the process of deciding the Illinois
Senate proportionally based on a State-Wide vote instead of deciding by first-past-the-post singlemember districts.
The Illinois Senate should be voted on primarily by proportional state-wide vote. The candidates for
State Senator should not be listed on the ballot, but instead have a list of political parties from which
a voter will choose from and the political parties will have a list of 59 members. Popular vote is best
because it doesn’t underrepresent the vote. This stops voting bias.
Popular vote should be used instead of first-past-the-post single member districts because it allows
leaders to be elected on small amounts of public support. The leader should have a sufficient amount
of public support in order to be effective. Also, this will give the voters more choice on choosing their
senator. With first-past-the-post voting, it won’t have any means of disagreeing with a constituency
that has different views.
The popular vote system will make it an easier and less biased election. It allows for majority support
and allows for equal voting weight of voters. The popular vote will determine what most people want
and will satisfy them.
Summary: I will support all legislation that promotes popular and proportinal state-wide vote to
elect Illinois Senate.
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Introduced by:

Referred to Committee: Blue 5

Senate Sponsor:

Sanjit Sama

House Sponsor:

Joey Johnson

CoCo-Sponsors:

Eddy Sanchez, Nick Seal

Delegation:

Waubonsie Valley High School
A BILL

For an Act amending chapter 5 section 202.5, of the Illinois Compiled Statutes, relating to
Individual income and corporate income tax reform.
BE IT ENACTED BY THE YMCA YOUTH LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ILLINOIS.
1
2
3
4
5
6
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Section I. This bill would reform the current individual income flat tax rate among the
individual income taxpayers of Illinois that receive income in Illinois, and the current
corporate income flat tax rate among corporations, S corporations, partnerships, or any
other business that receives income in Illinois who has an “Illinois income tax liability” as
stated in Act 35 chapter 10 section 5-5 of the Illinois Compiled Statutes. This bill would
promote fiscal responsibility, promote economic opportunity and competitiveness among
Illinois, and stabilize Illinois’ economy.

8
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Section II. This bill would decrease the current individual income flat tax rate of 5% by 40%,
which would bring the individual income tax rate to be a flat rate of 3% among gross
incomes of Illinois. Doing so would promote prosperity among Illinois, by giving the
individual income taxpayers of Illinois a break.
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Section III. This bill would reform the current corporate income flat tax rate of 7% by
31.4%, which would bring the corporate income tax rate to be a flat rate of 4.8% among
gross incomes of Illinois. Doing so would save businesses and promote competition among
them in Illinois.

16
17

Section IV. This bill shall be enforced and carried out by the Illinois Department of Revenue
and the Treasurer of the state of Illinois.

18
19

Section IV. This Bill shall go into effect on January 1, 2016 upon the signature of the Youth
Governor of the State of Illinois.

H-B-17

LOBBYIST POSITION PAPER
Lobbyist Name:

Josh Springs

Delegation:
Delegation:

Waubonsie Valley

Aligned with Preliminary Bill #: RI-52
I strongly encourage the YMCA Youth Legislature to pass a bill that reforms the current flat income
tax rate among individuals and corporations.
It’s no secret that Illinois is in a state of economic downturn. The debt incurred by the state
government is ever-increasing, with no apparent end in sight. The last thing an already fragile
economy needs is a greater strain on the taxpayer and corporation.
Several studies shown that when citizens are allotted more spending money in their personal budget,
an increased amount of money returns to the economy. By continuing to enforce a 5% flat income tax
rate on individuals and the 7% corporate tax, less economic activity occurs., leading to lower profits,
which also decreases the amount of money the government receives. Through the verbiage of this
bill, the individual rate would be lowered to 3%, and the corporate tax would be lowered to 4.8%,
reforming the previously passed “Illinois Income Tax Liability: Act 35 Chapter 10 Section 5.
In times of crisis, the Illinois consumer should not have to foot the bill for a problem they did not
cause. The State Government should accept its actions and allow normal economic activity to prosper
once more in this glorious state.
Summary: I will support any efforts or legislation that aim to lower both the state deficit and the
tax rate of individuals and corporations.
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Senate Sponsor:

Alyssa Salazar

House Sponsor:

MollyMaeve Lusk

CoCo-Sponsors:

Christina Shehata and Megan Mech

Delegation:

Carl Sandburg High School
A BILL

For an Act Amending Chapter 210 Section 45, of the Illinois, relating to Nursing Homes.
BE IT ENACTED BY THE YMCA YOUTH LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ILLINOIS.

1
2
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4
5

Section I. There will be a specified minimum ratio of certified nursing assistants to nursing
home residents. Nursing homes shall provide staffing by certified nursing assistants, within
the scope of their licensure in accordance with the following CNA-to-patient ratios.
Staffing for care not requiring a certified nursing assistant is not included within these
ratios.
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7

Section II. The minimum CNA-to-patient ratio shall be 1:8 for day shifts, 1:15 for evening
shifts, and 1:20 for night shifts. A licensed nurse must be on duty at all times.
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Section III. The Illinois Department of Public Health shall be responsible for ensuring
nursing homes follow the specified ratios of certified nursing assistants to patients. The
inability to maintain the ratios will result in a $750 fine per month that the ratio is not
applied.
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Section V. This Bill shall go into effect on January 1st, 2016 upon the signature of the
Youth Governor of the State of Illinois.

H-B-18
LOBBYIST POSITION PAPER
Lobbyist Name:

John Salazar

Delegation:
Delegation:

Sandburg High School
School

Aligned with Preliminary Bill #: RII-17
I encourage the YMCA Youth Legislator to pass a bill that mandates a specified minimum ratio of
certified nursing assistants to nursing home residents.
Nursing homes should be mandated to have a certain ratio of certified nursing assistants to nursing
homes residents because nursing home residents deserve an efficient form of assistants. Residents of
said nursing homes are paying for proper care and this bill will provide nursing home residents with the
care they need more efficiently. Nursing homes will be mandated to provide staffing by certified nursing
assistants, within the scope of their lincensure in accordance to the ratios provided in the bill. Staffing
not requiring a certified nursing assistant is not provided in this bill and will dealt with individually with
each nursing home.
Nursing homes will be mandated to ratio of 1 certified nursing assistant per every 8 nursing home
residents in the day time, the ratio then changes to 1 certified nursing assistant per every 10 nursing
home residents in the evening, the ratio changes once more to 1 certified nursing assistant per every 20
nursing home resident. There are the most certified nursing assistants during the day due that being the
busiest time of the day for nursing homes. The number of certified nursing assistants lowers slightly in
the evening as the nursing homes become less busy and residents prepare for bed. The number of
certified nursing assistants reaches its minimium number at night as the nursing homes reaches its least
busiest time. The U.S. Department of Health and Human Services recommends new federal standards to
guarantee that patients receive a minimum of two hours of care each day from nurses aides, among
other things. The study says that 54 percent of nursing homes currently fall below the proposed
minimum standard; with the passing of this bill, this allows for certified nursing assistants in Illinois to
give multiple hours of attention to their assigned residents. This allows for efficient care of the nursing
home residents without the overstaffing or understaffing of nursing home assistants in nursing homes.
To make sure this bill is enforced, the Illinois Department of Public Health will be responsible for
ensuring nursing homes follow the specified ratios of certified nursing assistants to patients. The
inability to maintain the ratios will result in a $750 fine by the Illinois Department of Public Health for
every month the ratio is not applied. This ensures that all nursing home residents will receive equal care
throughout Illinois and that no one will ignore this bill without facing reprimand.
A mandated ratio of certified nursing assistants to nursing home residents will help provide care to
nursing home residents efficiently, without the overstaffing or understaffing of certified nursing
assistants. With proper enforcement from the Illinois department of Public Health, the state of Illnois
and nursing home residents will benefit greatly from mandated ratios of certified nursing home
assistants in nursing homes.
Summary: I will support all legislation that promotes proper staffing in nursing homes.

H-B-18

LOBBYIST POSITION PAPER

Lobbyist Name:

Matt Schumacher

Delegation:

Carl Sandburg High School

Aligned with Preliminary Bill #: RII-17

I encourage the YMCA Youth Legislator to pass a bill that mandates a specific minimum ratio of
certified nursing assistants to nursing home residents.
Our nursing homes should be mandated a minimum ratio of CNAs to residents because each nursing
home resident should be cared for a reasonable amount of time. Granted, some residents require
more help than others do. This is why there should be more CNAs because a resident that is sick or
in poor health may receive service from a CNA for four hours, while another resident only receives
assistance for thirty minutes. This is not fair for the other resident. I’m not saying that the
unhealthier resident should get less assistance. I’m saying there should be more CNAs to give more
assistance to the other resident.
Also, a lower ratio of CNAs to residents would make a CNA’s job less stressful. When there are not
many CNAs but a lot of residents, a CAN feels that they have to work a lot faster and they have to
rush. This would be not fair for the residents either because they would not be getting the care
they need. It is also not fair for the CNAs because they get extremely stressed and they sometimes
even get punished for not being at the right place at the right time because they were busy taking
care of multiple residents.
Summary: I will support all legislation that promotes a lower ratio of certified nursing assistants to
nursing home residents.

RI-20

H-B-19

STATE OF ILLINOIS
SixtySixty-Sixth Session
Illinois Youth Legislature

Introduced by:
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Senate Sponsor:

Olivia Ryan

House Sponsor:

Isabella Russian

CoCo-Sponsors:

Taylor Miller

Delegation:

Naperville North

A BILL
For an Act 098-1050 Chapter 775 Section 5.2, of the Illinois Compiled Statutes, relating to
An Act Concerning Human Rights.
BE IT ENACTED BY THE YMCA YOUTH LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ILLINOIS.
1
2
3

Section I. This bill will work to implement maternity leave for all working women to a
minimum of 5 weeks with required pay by their employer. This will preserve equal
opportunity in the workplace and help the mother stabilize her mental and physical health.

4
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Section II. If employer does not comply with the law requiring paid maternity leave, then
they will face civil charges and an additional fine of $5,000 paid to the State of Illinois.
State agency shall enforce the law.
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Section III. With the enactment of this bill, the burden of pay will be on the employer. If
maternity leave is necessary in a public job, (ie: teaching) then a portion of allowed income
from taxes benefitting the school must be set aside to fill these positions.
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Section IV. This Bill shall go into effect on January 1st, 2016, upon the signature of the
Youth Governor of the State of Illinois.
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Introduced by:

Referred to Committee: Blue 6

Senate Sponsor:

Madeleine Hubbard

House Sponsor:

Matthew Nalefski

CoCo-Sponsors:

Myah Cook

Delegation:

Decatur
A BILL

For an Act creating chapter 96 section 1, of the Illinois Compiled Statutes, relating to
State Salary and Compensation.
BE IT ENACTED BY THE YMCA YOUTH LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ILLINOIS.
1
2

Section I. Henceforth, this bill will known as “The Illinois State Salary and Compensation
Reasonability Act.”
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Section II. All bills pertaining to salary and compensation for elected officials may not go
into effect until two full sessions after being signed by the Governor of Illinois.
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Section III. All bills pertaining to the reduction of salaries and compensation for elected
officials may go into effect immediately.
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Section IV. No bill may increase the salary of an elected official by more than five percent.
No elected official’s salary may exceed twenty percent more than that elected official’s
original salary, adjusted for inflation, upon being sworn into their current office.
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Section VI. This Bill shall go into effect on July 1, 2015 upon the signature of the Youth
Governor of the State of Illinois.
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Introduced by:

Referred to Committee: Blue 6

Senate Sponsor:

Maxwell Hurst

House Sponsor:

Chip Kawinski

CoCo-Sponsors:

Joey Babcock, Daniel Park

Delegation:

Waubonsie Valley
A BILL

For an Act Amending Section 3 of Article IV, of the Illinois Constitution, relating to
Legislative Redistricting.
BE IT ENACTED BY THE YMCA YOUTH LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ILLINOIS.

1
2

Section I. Legislative Districts and Representative Districts shall be compact, contiguous,
and substantially equal in population.
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Section II. In the year following each Federal decennial census year, the Illinois Redistricting
Commission shall redistrict the Legislative Districts and the Representative Districts.
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Section III. The members of the Commission shall be nominated by the Governor with
consideration to geographic diversity. The members of the Commission shall be accepted by
a majority vote of the Illinois Senate.
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Section IV. The Commission shall be composed of eleven citizen members, so that there
shall be five members from both major parties; and a single member who is not affiliated
with any political party.
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Section V. Each member of the Commission shall be a citizen and resident of Illinois and
shall not be a member or employee of the Congress of the United States or of the General
Assembly. No member may hold elected office in the State of Illinois in the five years
following that member's service on the Commission. No member may serve on the
Commission more than two times.
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Section VI. Party affiliated members shall neither have held any elected office in the last
five years, nor have held any elected office for more than five years. The unaffiliated
member shall have held neither any elected, nor political party office. The Chairman and
Vice Chairman shall be chosen by a majority of all the members of the Commission. The
members of the Commission shall serve without compensation.

21
22

Section VII. The Governor must provide the Commission with expert contacts, aides, and
resources upon the request of the Chairman.

23
24
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Section VIII. The General Assembly shall appropriate the funds necessary for the efficient
operation of the Commission. The Commission shall have authority to employ staff and
access resources sufficient for its operation.

26
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Section IX. The Commission shall hold at least three public hearings in different parts of the
State on districts for the House of Representatives and Senate. The Commission shall,
subject to the constraints of time and convenience, review plans for the establishment of
districts submitted by members of the public.

30
31
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Section X. The Illinois Redistricting Commission shall be assembled by March 15 of each
census year. Not later than August 10, the Commission shall file with the Secretary of State
a redistricting plan approved by at least seven members. If the Commission fails to file an
approved redistricting plan, the Illinois Supreme Court shall submit the names of two
persons, not of the same political party, to the Secretary of State not later than September
1. Not later than September 5, the Secretary of State publicly shall draw by random
selection the name of one of the two persons to serve as the twelfth member of the
Commission. Not later than October 5, the Commission shall file with the Secretary of State
a redistricting plan approved by at least seven members. An approved redistricting plan
filed with the Secretary of State shall be presumed valid, shall have the force and effect of
law and shall be published promptly by the Secretary of State.

41
42
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Section XI. The Illinois Supreme Court shall have original and exclusive jurisdiction over
actions concerning redistricting the House and Senate, which shall be initiated in the name
of the People of the State by the Attorney General.

44
45

Section XII. This Bill shall go into effect on January 1st, 2016 upon the signature of the
Youth Governor of the State of Illinois.
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LOBBYIST POSITION PAPER
Lobbyist Name:

Aryana Garrott

Delegation:
Delegation:

Waubonsie Valley High School

Aligned with Preliminary Bill #: RI - 53
I encourage the YMCA Youth Legislature to pass a bill that in the year following each Federal
decennial census year, the Illinois Redistricting Commission by law shall redistrict the Legislative
Districts and the Representative Districts.
In the process of setting electoral districts, gerrymandering is a practice that attempts to establish a
political advantage for a particular party or group by manipulating district boundaries to create
partisan advantaged districts. By taking notice to this practice it should be discharged as an action in
Illinois. In order to take control of redistricting there needs to be notice on the fact of IL-17 is a
gerrymandered district created by Democrats to ensure themselves a seat in western Illinois. The
primary goal of this bill is to prevent any unfair treatment between the two parties when it comes to
the voting of different districts.
In order to put a stop to redistricting, a survey was giving In order to get an understanding of who
should be responsible for the “Redrawing” of congressional districts, the survey provided said that
50% say it should be done by independent commissions emphasizing geography over political
affiliations. 65% Agree Redrawing congressional districts is often used to take power away from
American voters. Only 45% Agree "My politics are fairly represented by the congressional
representative from my district". Based on the statistic 71% Agree "Those who stand to benefit from
redrawing congressional districts should not have a say in how they are redrawn” this majority
outcome proves those who benefit from the actions of redrawing congressional district should not
have a participation respond on the redrawing of the congressional districts based on the results of
the respondents. This said it will allow an unbiased decision on the outcome of the redrawing allowing
for a more accurate decision. These result can contribute to the stopping of redistricting, which will
help the passing of this bill.
Summary: I will support all legislation that promotes the dissmisal of political parties redistricting
the Congressional Districts.
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STATE OF ILLINOIS
Sixty
Sixty-Sixth Session
Illinois Youth Legislature

Introduced by:

Referred to Committee: Blue 7

Senate Sponsor:

Renee Jerome

House Sponsor:

Sydney Vander Veen

CoCo-Sponsors:
Sponsors:

Bhavya Pathak, Caitlin Dunnett

Delegation:

Naperville North High School
A BILL

For an Act amending Chapter 510 , of the Illinois Compiled Statutes, relating to the sale of
animals from puppy mills.
BE IT ENACTED BY THE YMCA YOUTH LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ILLINOIS.
1
2

Section I. Chapter 510 is to be amended by adding a section which bans the selling of
animals from puppy mills in the state of Illinois.

3
4
5
6

Section II. A puppy mill is defined as any commercial breeder that has failed to follow any
regulations concerning the care of their animals as of their last inspection as defined by
Illinois law. Should a breeder fail an inspection they have sixty days to correct their
violations and request another inspection at their own expense.

7
8
9
10
11

Section III. For a first violation the offending organization will be fined $500-$5,000 as
determined by a judge, for a second violation the fine will increase to $1,000-$10,000 as
determined by a judge, and for a third violation the offending organization will be forced to
close. The fines accumulated will be placed in the control of the state treasurer. County
humane societies may apply for grants which will be reviewed by the treasurer.

12
13

Section IV. Inspections and reports will be conducted and reported by the Illinois
Department of Agriculture.

14
15

Section V. This Bill shall go into effect on January 1, 2016 upon the signature of the Youth
Governor of the State of Illinois.
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STATE OF ILLINOIS
SixtySixty-Sixth Session
Illinois Youth Legislature
Introduced by:

Referred to Committee: Blue7

Senate Sponsor:

Claire Bassett

House Sponsor:

Emily DePasquale

CoCo-Sponsors:

Nathan Pranger, Victoria Sikma

Delegation:

BradleyBradley-Bourbonnais Community High School
A BILL

For an Act amending Chapter 38 Section 11-14, of the Illinois Compiled Statutes, relating
to prostitution.
BE IT ENACTED BY THE YMCA YOUTH LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ILLINOIS.

1
2
3

Section I. Prostitution will no longer be considered a criminal act in the State of Illinois. It
can now be considered a viable source of income among men and women eighteen (18)
years of age or older.

4
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Section II. Any individual wishing to solicit sexual acts must register for a state permit
distributed by the Illinois Department of Public Health. Individuals must be eighteen (18) or
older to apply for a permit. When applying for a permit, individuals must pay a fee of four
hundred dollars ($400) which covers a mandatory full-panel sexually transmitted disease
test. If an individual tests positive for a sexually transmitted disease he or she will be
denied of a permit until he or she has been retested by the Illinois Department of Public
Health and has proven to no longer carry the sexually transmitted disease. Permits expire
every two (2) years and must be renewed in order to be valid. At renewal, the individual
must pay the fee again and be retested for sexually transmitted diseases.

13
14
15

Section III. Anyone caught soliciting sexual acts without a permit or with an expired permit
will be guilty of a felony. They will be fined a maximum of $100,000 and/or imprisoned for
a maximum of five (5) years.

16
17
18

Section IV. An income tax will be enforced on all prostitutes. This tax will comply with
Illinois individual income tax which is five (5) percent of a person’s net income. Anyone
found to be soliciting sexual acts without filing income tax will be convicted of tax evasion,
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20

a felony. They will be fined a maximum of $100,000 and/or imprisoned for a maximum of
five (5) years.

21
22
23

Section V. Any individual caught soliciting for a prostitute or trafficking prostitutes will be
charged with a Class 1 felony. Only willing individuals eighteen (18) years or older can
solicit sexual acts for themselves to other individuals of eighteen (18) years or older.

24
25

Section VI. This Bill shall go into effect on January 1st, 2016 upon the signature of the
Youth Governor of the State of Illinois.

H-B-23
LOBBYIST POSITION PAPER

Lobbyist Name:

Carter Conroy

Delegation:
Delegation:

Bradley Bourbonnais Community High School

Aligned with Preliminary Bill #: RII-08
Summary: A bill that legalizes prostitution in America is necessary for safeguarding our economy
not only for us but for future generations. This bill will make it legal for any person over the age
of 18 who holds a prostitution permit, to engage in acts which will provide the individual with a
source of income.
Firstly, legalizing prostitution will provide jobs for anyone who is willing participate, providing a
much needed source of income to many. Decriminalizing prostitution will also add to
improvements of the state due to the income taxation that will be applied to each prostitute.
With this tax, various taxpayer costs would be cut due to the wider spread of the burden of
taxation. That is less money each family will have to give up through taxes to prisons, police,
and fire departments. Legalizing would not only allow people to have a source of income but also
to reduce taxes for nearly everybody.
Secondly, many accounts of rape in the United States will no longer occur if prostitution was
legalized. In fact Kirby R. Cundiff, PhD says "It is estimated that if prostitution were legalized in
the United States, the rape rate would decrease by roughly 25% for a decrease of approximately
25,000 rapes per year...." Imagine an America where 25,000 accounts of rape no longer occur
each year, that is 25,000 men and women who no longer will be the recipients of a horrible life
altering event. This in itself should give reason for considering the legalization of prostitution.
Some may say that legalizing prostitution is promoting it and that it would encourage more and
more people to take up this profession. But this is wrong, the United States would no more
become a country of prostitutes if it is legalized than we became a country of drunks when
prohibition ended.
In conclusion, this bill is very beneficial to the well-being of Illinois. This bill not only
provides a source of income for many people, but also alleviates some taxes from all other
taxpayers.
I will support all legislation regarding the legalization of prostitution.

H-B-23
LOBBYIST POSITION PAPER

Lobbyist Name:

Yash Mehta

Delegation:
Delegation:

Bradley Bourbonnais Community High School

Aligned with Preliminary Bill #: RII-08

I encourage the YMCA youth and government Illinois’ economy is slowly dropping as people lose
jobs each day. With this being an important focus of our government, it brings up a question
that many people wonder about: Is there truly a way to change this?
Illinois’ economy is gradually declining and prostitution might be the solution. There are many
unemployed people in the Illinois and legalizing prostitution might help. It creates jobs in
factories that make contraceptive items and also increase the amount of doctors needed. The
problem of STDs can be avoided by having check for them, every two years when they renew
their license. Since the Illinois is in a lot of debt, we can also tax it since it is a service. This will
bring in revenue from other countries via tourists. We all know it is going to happen illegally, so
why not make it safer and legal?
In illegal prostitution, prostitutes are forced to not use contraceptive items and don’t have to
get checked all. Legalizing it would even make it safer if contraception and STD checks were
mandatory. It will also help reduce the crime rate. Making it legal would not make it a crime and
rape rates would also go down.
Summary: I will support all bills related building the economy of Illinois.
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STATE OF ILLINOIS
SixtySixty-Sixth Session
Illinois Youth Legislature

Introduced by:

Referred to Committee: Blue 7

Senate Sponsor:

Ryan Fitzgerald

House Sponsor:

Aubrey Tate

CoCo-Sponsors:

Bailey Bryan

Delegation:

Heritage
A BILL

For an Act Amending Article IV and Article VII Sections 2,3, and 4, of the Illinois
Constitution, relating to Restructuring County and State Governments.
BE IT ENACTED BY THE YMCA YOUTH LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ILLINOIS.

1
2

Section I. The counties in the state of Illinois will have their borders redrawn to equally
divide population. The number of counties in the state will be reduced to twenty.

3
4
5

Section II. Each county will have its population divided into five factions according to five
virtues: The Benevolent (Selflessness), The Gallant (Bravery), The Luminous (Intelligence),
The Scrupulous (Honesty), and The Tranquil (Peace).

6
7
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Section III. To determine who will be in each faction, everyone in the state that is the age
of eighteen and older, or in the school year in which they will turn eighteen, will take a
test. This test will determine the strongest of the five virtues in a person. The results of
each person will be recorded electronically. The system will divide people among virtues as
best and as evenly as possible. Each person will be notified the following day to which
faction they are to be assigned.
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Section IV. All children under the age of eighteen, or the school year in which they will turn
eighteen, will start schooling at the age of three. Students will be educated on basic
subjects that are taught currently in the state. Their education will conclude when the test
is administered during the school year that they turn sixteen years of age. This test date
will be May 1 of every year.

17
18

Section V. If one would like to attend college out of the state, they may submit a form to
the county faction leader and are allowed to leave.

19
20

Section VI. Once a citizen’s faction is determined, he/she will be able to pick a job within
the faction. This person will train for anywhere between two and four years under someone

21
22
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of the same job. Whenever their mentor feels they are ready within that time frame they
can start full time. After four years, they will have to start their job.

23
24
25
26
27

Section VII. Each faction will receive a color. Clothes of the people of this faction must be
this color and worn at all times. Each faction will also receive an area of jobs in which they
will specialize. These are: Health and Human Services (Benevolent), Law Enforcement
(Gallant), Teachers, Scientists, Engineers (Luminous), Court Systems (Scrupulous), and
Agriculture, Manufacturing, Construction (Tranquil).

28
29
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Section VIII. Each faction will have a county faction leader. This person is elected by the
people of the faction that have already taken the test. Each person counts for one vote.
The county faction leader’s job is to make sure all rules are enforced and all people are
doing their job according to faction values.

32
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Section IX. Each faction will also elect a representative to send to Springfield from their
county for state legislature. There will be one hundred members of the state legislature.
There will be one representative from each faction of each county from the twenty
different counties. The representatives will be elected the same way the county faction
leaders are elected.

37
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Section X. The entire state will elect a factioner who will lead the state legislature. The
entire state, those who have taken the test and belong to a faction, can vote for the
factioner. One person accounts for one vote. He/she will lead the assemblies of the state
legislature. He/she will also make sure that county faction leaders are doing their job
correctly and that all laws are enforced. He/she cannot veto a bill. The state legislature has
the ultimate say.

43
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Section XI. If a citizen were to get a result of two or more factions, and is not needed to
even the population of one of those two factions, they shall be expelled from the state of
Illinois. If performance within the faction a person is assigned does not meet the standards
of the faction, he/she will also be expelled from the state of Illinois. Those being expelled
are given one week to pack their belongings. If they try to stay, The Gallant will remove
them.

49
50
51

Section XII. The Gallant will be the law enforcement agency in the state. When laws are
violated The Gallant will arrest them. The case will go to The Scrupulous for punishment.
The punishment will be executed by The Gallant.

52

Section XIII. All people are required to have a salary no less than $12.00 per hour.

53
54

Section XIV. The funding for the tests will be from a 0.1% increase on the taxing of
cigarettes.

55
56

Section XV. This Bill shall go into effect on January 1, 2016 upon the signature of the
Youth Governor of the State of Illinois.
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A PRAYER FOR THE SENATE

Dear Heavenly Father,
We thank you for a safe trip to Springfield and ask you
to keep us safe this weekend and on our journey
home. We ask you to aid us in cooperating with each
other to perfect our laws as best we can. Help us as
we work to better our great state. Above all help us
honor you in all we do.

Senator Zach Hanusek
Chaplain of the Blue Senate
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STATE OF ILLINOIS
Sixty
Sixty-Sixth Session
Illinois Youth Legislature

Introduced by:

Referred to Committee: Blue 1

Senate Sponsor:

Brittni Johnson

House Sponsor:

Carington Rains

CoCo-Sponsors:
Sponsors:
Delegation:

West Frankfort
A BILL

For an Act Amdending Chapter 305 Illinois Public Aid Code, Article IV, of the Illinois
Compiled Statutes, relating to Welfare.
BE IT ENACTED BY THE YMCA YOUTH LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ILLINOIS.
1
2

Section I. This bill is to be enacted to place a limit on the amount of time one can be a
welfare recipient.

3
4
5

Section II. The passage of this bill will allow welfare recipients a maximum of four years to
find gainful employment, or obtain an education. Once the four year period has expired, the
welfare benefits will be terminated.

6
7
8

Section III. If the four year period expires and a recipient is still needing some assistance,
they will need to provide proof of employment or of enrollment. This is to prove that they
are trying to better their situation.

9
10
11

Section IV. The Department of Human Services will oversee this process and decide who is
deserving of welfare. The recipients can also re-apply if they lose their job and the four
year-process will start all over.

12
13

Section V. This Bill shall go into effect on January 1, 2016 upon the signature of the Youth
Governor of the State of Illinois.

S-B-01

LOBBYIST POSITION PAPER
Lobbyist Name:

Rorrie House

Delegation:
Delegation:

West Frankfort

Aligned with Preliminary Bill #: RIII-15
It is well established that society (government) has a responsibility to take care of people who can’t
provide for themselves. People who are mentally or physically unable to work and those who are
temporarily unable to provide for themselves and their family would certainly qualify.
However, to believe that the government should provide welfare to those that are not trying to
provide for themselves cannot be sustained. Presently there are many that make no attempt to
provide for themselves and their families; they rely on tax payers to support them. This is
responsibility which will lead to a better community. This situation must be corrected immediately in
order to maintain essential government services to all citizens. Four years is enough time to get an
education or to find a job. Spending money on education or other important things would be more
useful than having this unnecessary program.
Summary: I support this four year time cap on walfare that will promote the tax dollars to not go to
irresponsible people who don't take care of themselves but that will make them in control because of
the more responsible spendings of tax dollars.

S-B-01

LOBBYIST POSITION PAPER
Lobbyist Name:

Olivia Weeks

Delegation:
Delegation:

West Frankfort

Aligned with Preliminary Bill #: RI-02
I encourage the YMCA Youth Legislature to pass a bill that mandates a four year time cap on welfare
per recipient.
According to the Washington Examiner, Illinois spends 26-28% of its budget on welfare. A large
chunk of the people reaping the benefits of this hefty percentage could be supplying themselves with
the means to finance their lives by way of employment. Termination of welfare benefits after a period
of four years will promote responsible spending of Illinois tax dollars. It will also influence citizens to
take responsibility for their own wellbeing, thus promoting a healthier and more self-sufficient
community.
Four years is enough time to obtain a formal education or find a sustaining form of employment. A
cut in tax dollars being spent on unnecessary welfare programs will free up funds that could be used
on things like education and the bettering of communities across the state
Summary: I will support all legislation that promotes basic independency from state funds and the
bettering of the community through more responsible spending of tax dollars.
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STATE OF ILLINOIS
Sixty
Sixty-Sixth Session
Illinois Youth Legislature

Introduced by:

Referred to Committee: Blue 1

Senate Sponsor:

Brian Lapham

House Sponsor:

Lucas Olsen

CoCo-Sponsors:

Charlie Ovens

Delegation:

Naperville North
A BILL

For an Act 745 50/2, of the Illinois Compiled Statutes, relating to Chapter 56 1/2.
BE IT ENACTED BY THE YMCA YOUTH LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ILLINOIS.
1
2
3

Section I. Under the power of this bill, large food distribution companies will receive tax
deductions according to the percentage of unsellable, but edible, foods donated to
charitable organizations.

4
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Section II. Supermarkets and Grocery Store Corporations that donate 50 percent of their
edible food waste will receive a 1.5 percent corporate income tax reduction. For every 10
percent increase in their donations, the companies will be granted an extra .25 percent in
tax reductions, respectively. Corporate income tax deductions will have a cap at 2.5
percent. Food donations must be made to Illinois Food Banks within Illinois State
boundaries.

10
11
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13
14

Section III. An unsellable food is defined as any good past its store-delegated sell-by date,
or deemed unsellable by the company in question. Corporations that donate will, under the
power of this legislation, not be liable for any tainted food goods. A charitable organization
is defined as any nonprofit organization that focuses on philanthropic goals and/or donates
money, food, or other goods to those in need of said items.

15
16

Section IV. This Bill shall go into effect on January 1st, 2016 upon the signature of the
Youth Governor of the State of Illinois.
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STATE OF ILLINOIS
SixtySixty-Sixth Session
Illinois Youth Legislature

Introduced by:

Referred to Committee: Blue 1

Senate Sponsor:

Caleb Williams

House Sponsor:

Nick Stoewsand

CoCo-Sponsors:

Sam Oo, Gionté Mason

Delegation:

BradleyBradley-Bourbonnais Community High School

A BILL
For an Act Creating Chapter 50 Section 765, of the Illinois Compiled Statutes, relating to
Police Brutality.
BE IT ENACTED BY THE YMCA YOUTH LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ILLINOIS.

1
2
3

Section I. All on-duty officers must be required to wear a video recording device with audio
capabilities.
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Section II. Any officer that is on-duty will have to wear the recording device in order to
prevent discrepancies regarding whether or not the officer was acting inappropriately
during an encounter with another person. The recording device will serve as hard evidence
when in court if the person being stopped felt their rights were violated and/or the officer
was out of line when asking the said person to perform certain actions. The camera will be
located in a visible place on the officer and to other people so as not to be considered
hidden. If during an encounter a person feels their privacy rights are being violated by
being recorded, officers should state the One Party Consent Law which enables recordings
of conversations.
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Section III. If the officer’s recording device is turned off while on duty, the officer will be
subject to questioning by their local superior. Whether or not the device was turned off will
be determined by the officer’s shift length. If the time the recording device was on and
their shift length do not match, the recording device will be considered to have been turned
off. The officer will then be questioned and/or punished at their local superior’s discretion.
All recording devices will need to be fully charged for an officer to be able to take one out
during their shift. If an officer’s recording device was to turn off without the officer’s
knowledge, a systems operator at the station would notify the officer that their recording
device had turned off. If after this contact the device remains turned off, the officer’s
superior will handle the situation as deemed necessary. Officers will, however, be allowed
to turn off their recording devices during their shift’s break. This break is to be
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no longer than standard allotted time in accordance with the station’s policy before the
25
recording devices were implemented. Officers should report to the station that they are
26
taking their one break and should report back to the station when they have finished their
27
break.

28
29
30
31
32
33

Section IV. In the event of a discrepancy with a civilian, the judge or jury presiding over the
case will view the tape and make the final decision regarding the case. Any tampering with
the video or audio recording may result in the recording being voided or discounted as
evidence in a trial. If the officer’s on-body camera undergoes a malfunction of any kind, the
tape will be used until the time when the malfunction occurred. From this point, all video
evidence will come from the officer’s dashboard camera located inside the vehicle.

34
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Section V. All recordings will be downloaded and saved at the officer’s local station. The
data obtained while on duty, regardless of whether or not any stops were made, will be
kept for a period of 50 years. During that time, no part of the recording is to be altered or
deleted.
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Section VI. Funding for the recording devices will come from The Law Enforcement Camera
Grant Fund, a fund created for installing recording devices into law enforcement vehicles,
and from any donations to the fund itself. The grant will be refunded in order to pay for
the expenses of the new cameras. Each station will be allotted a certain amount of money
depending upon the maximum amount of officers the station could have on duty at one
time. Outsider donations to the fund will be accepted.

44
45

Section VII. This Bill shall go into effect on January 1, 2016 upon the signature of the
Youth Governor of the State of Illinois.

S-B-03
LOBBYIST POSITION PAPER
Lobbyist Name:

Nathan Blanchette

Delegation:
Delegation:

BBCHS

Aligned with Preliminary Bill #: RII-13
I encourage the YMCA Youth Legislature to pass a bill that requires police officers to wear a
body camera when on-duty.
Police departments should require that all on-duty police officers wear body cameras in order to
protect police officers from unlawful citizens who plan on harming police or claiming that police
assaulted them. On-duty police officers need body-cameras to protect themselves from citizens
who intend on framing the officers for assaulting them. Most cases were people claim that
officers assaulted them; do not have any hard evidence of who is responsible for the crimes
committed. But with the addition of body cameras, hard evidence can be recorded. For example,
the police department of Evesham, New Jersey installed body cameras on their police officers
and have ended many lawsuits just by using the evidence on the cameras. The Evesham Police
Chief Christopher Crew claims, "A citizen may come in and complain they may say an officer
acted inappropriately or demeanor was improper or an unlawful search or use of force...We now
have the ability to play back the entire incident as it unfolded in the officer's eyes and also the
citizen's eyes,".
Body cameras not only protect officers and citizens but they also save thousands of taxpayer
dollars. By providing hard evidence for court cases, body cameras provide an end to seemingly
unending court cases. The ending of frivolous lawsuits that are made against police officers and
citizens alike, helps save taxpayers money. An Evesham Police Officer states that, “One lawsuit
can cost us a million dollars, especially if it's a he said-she said. Now we can just show the video
clip without having all of our officers go to court with a long trial,”.
With the addition of body cameras, police officers and citizens will be better protected. Police
officers will be provided with evidence to protect them from citizens who claim they were
assaulted by the officer. Citizens will benefit from the decrease in lawsuits thus decreasing the
amount of money they pay towards courts.
Summary: I will support all legislation that promotes the use of body cameras on on-duty police
officers.

S-B-03
LOBBYIST POSITION PAPER
Lobbyist Name:

Ian Lilienthal

Delegation:
Delegation:

Bradley Bourbonnais Community High School

Aligned with Preliminary Bill #: RII-13

It is imperative that the bill that legalizes the use of Go-Pro cameras for the police becomes a
law for the state of Illinois. This bill will give the state the power to make police surveillance
equipment more mobile, as well as increase the effectiveness of the court system.
The Go-Pro cameras will increase the mobility of the surveillance equipment utilized by the
police departments in Illinois. Although most squad cars are outfitted with surveillance gear,
there are some places that the cars can not reach. By giving a police officer a Go-Pro, however,
police departments can send their officers anywhere and still have high-quality video recordings
of the events that took place.In addition, the audio feature on the Go-Pro cameras will allow the
officers to capture any conversations that took place between them and a victim, suspect, or
witness.
The Go-Pro cameras would also increase the efficiency of the court system in Illinois. Instead of
delving into time-consuming procedures to prove someone guilty or innocent, the courts can
simply call upon the Go-Pro to provide evidence. By analyzing the video and audio feeds
provided, the court can quickly come to an agreement on if the convicted person is guilty or not.
These cameras provide solid, dependable information for the courts to use, and as a result,
court proceedings will go much faster. Additionally, a 2005 study conducted by Harris
Interactive shows that 83 percent of Americans feel that the judicial system makes it too easy
to make invalid claims. With the evidence provided by the Go-Pros, less Americans will feel that
invalid claims can be easily made, especially when it concerns police departments. If this bill had
been in place before the scandal in Ferguson, Missouri had happened, for example, all of the
uproar over who was guilty in the incident would not have taken place.
In conclusion, this bill is very beneficial to the well-being of Illinois. This bill not only increases
the mobility of the police department’s surveillance but also increases the speed and efficiency
of court proceedings in the state.
Summary: I will support all legislation regarding the Police with Go-Pros bill.
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Introduced by:

Referred to Committee: Blue 5

Senate Sponsor: Amy Stark
House Sponsor:

Katie Galuska

Co-Sponsors:

Maggie Purtell

Delegation:Carmel
A BILL

For an Act amending Chapter 122 Section 14-7.02, of the Illinois Compiled Statutes,
relating to Special Education for Nonpublic school students.
BE IT ENACTED BY THE YMCA YOUTH LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ILLINOIS.

1
2
3

Section 1. All Illinois school districts are required to use the total amount of the funds
allocated from the United States Proportionate Share law to adequately provide special
educational services to nonpublic school students residing within the said district.

4
5

Section II. If a school district fails to comply with the Proportionate Share law, it will be
fined $10,000 per violation.

6
7

Section III. The money obtained through the fines will go to the Illinois State Board of
Education to be redistributed to other school districts of the Board's choosing.

8

Section IV. This will be enforced by the Illinois State Board of Education.

9
10
11

Section V. A committee of legislators will be established to oversee that the Illinois State
Board of Education also follows the law and, should the Board fail to comply with the law,
that the Board incurs the same fine.

12
13

Section VI. This Bill shall go into effect on August 1, 2015 upon the signature of the Youth
Governor of the State of Illinois.

Will Adamski is the Lobbyist for this bill, and his paper was unavailable for publication.
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Introduced by:

Referred to Committee: Blue 2

Senate Sponsor:

Samantha Clements

House Sponsor:

Danielle Sindelar

CoCo-Sponsors:
Sponsors:

Tharun Vemulapalli

Delegation:

Metea Valley
A BILL

For an Act Creating Chapter 730 Section 200, of the Illinois Compiled Statutes, relating to
sentences pertaining to aggravated sexual assault of minors.
BE IT ENACTED BY THE YMCA YOUTH LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ILLINOIS.
1
2

Section I. Any person found guilty of aggravated sexual assault of a minor under the age of
sixteen will be sentenced to life in prison without parole.

3
4
5
6

Section II. Any person found guilty of a sexual crime of a minor, excluding aggravated
sexual assault, and is released on parole will be subject to increased GPS tracking from the
police. They will be banned from schools and public parks. Once their parole is lifted, the
ban from schools and public parks will retire.

7
8
9

Section III. When determining if a person who has been found guilty of a sexual crime
should be released on parole, they must be cleared by at least two psychologists out of
three.

10
11

Section IV. Any person found guilty of a Class A Misdemeanor will be fined up to $3,000
and/or put them on a 2 year probationary period.

12
13

Section V. This Bill shall go into effect on July 1, 2015 upon the signature of the Youth
Governor of the State of Illinois.

S-B-05

LOBBYIST POSITION PAPER

Lobbyist Name:

Nathaniel Kiefer

Delegation:

Metea Valley High School

Aligned with Preliminary Bill#
Bill#: RI-15

We encourage the YMCA Youth Legislature to pass Chelsea’s Law, a law that sentences felons
convicted of aggravated sexual assault against minors to a lifetime in prison without parole.
There needs to be a zero tolerance taken by the criminal justice system towards offenders that
target young children. 40% of the criminals in the corrections system think that children are
“easy targets”. 46% of criminals that take part in crimes against children, repeat the crime once
paroled, with 3 years. The repeat nature of the crime, not only has another child becoming a
victim, but it clogs up the judicial system and costs more tax dollars.
Many people think these events will not happen in their town or city however, Chelsea’s Law is
based off a person and family from our city. There are numerous times this happens, we hear of
them on t.v. or news. All of these crimes against children should never happen and by locking
these criminals in prison for longer sentences would be a start in the right direction. It would
not cost any more money, it would pay for itself.
Summary: I will promote all legislation that punishes sex offenders that are released from prison
and believe Chelsea’s Law should be passed because we need to show zero tolerance to sexual
aggravators and it will raise awareness for this issue.

S-B-05

LOBBYIST POSITION PAPER

Lobbyist Name:

Shreyas Mohan

Delegation:

Metea Valley High School

Aligned with Preliminary Bill#
Bill#: RIRI-15
We encourage the YMCA Youth Legislature to pass Chelsea’s Law, a law that sentences felons
convicted of aggravated sexual assault against minors to a lifetime in prison without parole.
A full 40% of the hardened and cruel criminals that think that young children are easy targets.
And 46% of these “Punished” rapists are arrested again within 3 years. 3 YEARS! That, in the
scope of things, is not that much time. And all of those arrests, they translate into Busy Police
Officers, which translates into an exorbitant amount of tax money, citizen’s tax money, that
could be used for many other things, like better education and security to prevent these
activities from occurring in the first place.
There needs to be no tolerance with activities like this, people will learn from the consequences
of others. Most of us believe that these events are rare and will never happen in our community,
but Chelsea’s story is based of a family in our community. We surrounded by these incidences
and just because every one of them does not make the front page of a newspaper, doesn’t mean
that they are less important. Every such event deserves the same amount of attention and we
passing Chelsea’s law is one step in the right direction. Not only will this law discourage
criminals from these vulgar acts, it will bring up awareness for this issue and that will further
reduce the occurrence of these felonies.
Summary: I will promote all legislation that punishes sex offenders that are released from prison
and believe Chelsea’s Law should be passed because we need to show zero tolerance to sexual
aggravators and it will raise awareness for this issue.
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Introduced by:

Referred to Committee: Blue 5

Senate Sponsor:

Jay Rixie

House Sponsor:

Alexandra Keenan

CoCo-Sponsors:

Lauren Bell

Delegation:

Naperville North High School
A BILL

For an Act 105 Chapter 60 Section 6-5, of the Illinois Compiled Statutes, relating to
community service education programs.
BE IT ENACTED BY THE YMCA YOUTH LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ILLINOIS.

1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8

Section I. Requires all students grade 9-12 to participate in a minimum of one school
sponsored and state approved extracurricular activity per school semester. This will be
another incorporated period of the school day, drawing on time from other class periods,
and if necessary, minimal time can be appended onto the school day. If the incorporated
period is not enough time for a meeting, time can be associated outside of school in order
to meet the time required. Said period may be added anywhere within the school day, the
judgment of which will be determined by the school. This period will only be included on two
days of the school week, again, which days will be decided by the school.

9
10

Section II. Discretion of penalty is under the jurisdiction of the School Board for that area,
in accordance with the Illinois legislation regarding truancy.

11
12
13

Section III. Some extracurricular activities may be allowed to require minor entrance fees to
help supplement the cost of the extracurricular. Fundraisers can also be used, as long as
they are in accordance with federal laws.

14
15

Section IV. Students are required to attend and actively participate in meetings of their
chosen extracurricular during both days it is in attendance.

16
17
18
19
20
21

Section V. Individual schools will be in charge of decisions pertaining to early dismissal
students and other exceptions. These exceptions include people with medical needs,
conflicting religious values, early dismissal students in requirement of other commitments,
or other exceptions the school deems appropriate. Further exceptions will pertain to
students already involved in a minimum of 3 hours of extracurricular involvement a week in
order to have this period be changed to an optional study hall during this period.

22
23

Section VI. This Bill shall go into effect on July 1st, 2016 upon the signature of the Youth
Governor of the State of Illinois.
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Introduced by:

Referred to Committee: Blue 2

Senate Sponsor:

Danny Fisher

House Sponsor:

Kumail Zaidi

CoCo-Sponsors:

Areej Khan Jeff Varghese

Delegation:

Carl Sandburg High School
A BILL

For an Act adding section 146 to Chapter 105, of the Illinois Compiled Statutes, relating to
school health.
BE IT ENACTED BY THE YMCA YOUTH LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ILLINOIS.

1
2
3
4

Section I. A state corporation will be established that will oversee the enforcement of healthy
food regulations in schools. The corporation will be funded by a raise in taxes by only .01
percent of people’s overall property tax which helps fund the local schools. In addition this will
create more jobs for locals which will help the community.

5
6
7

Section II. Schools will be provided with affordable food companies that offer healthy food to
students. The price of the new healthy food will not be drastically higher compared to the
previous food choices.

8
9
10

Section III. Schools will be provided with affordable food companies that offer healthy food to
students. The price of the new healthy food will not be drastically higher compared to the
previous food choices.

11
12

Section IV. Dispensers that fail to comply with the following proposals will be subject to a fine
that will be determined by the health food corporation.

13
14

Section V. This Bill shall go into effect on January 1, 2016 upon the signature of the Youth
Governor of the State of Illinois.

S-B-07

LOBBYIST POSITION PAPER
Lobbyist Name:

Danny Feltman

Delegation:
Delegation:

Carl Sandburg High School

Aligned with Preliminary Bill #: RII-14
The availability of healthier and less healthy food choices in Illinois Schools is a huge difference. In
most schools in Illinois, they offer less healthy food for students to purchase than a healthy
alternative. Food and eating environments likely add to the increasing epidemic of obesity in children.
Changes in our food system over the last decade have impact us in a way like no other. Food is now
conveniently more available and are available in larger portion sizes at relatively low prices. Students
may not want to order a meal that cost more, even though it could be the healthier option, verses a
hamburger that could be a several dollars cheaper. Obesity now affects 17% of all children and
adolescents in the United States as of 2014. That’s approximately 12.7 million of children and
adolescents aged 2—19 years have obesity. In 2011, 8.4% of children were obese. An individual’s
behavior to make healthy choices can occur only in a supportive environment like school, with
accessible and affordable healthy food choices.
Summary: Schools should offer healthier food choice to students in Illinois.

S-B-07

LOBBYIST POSITION PAPER
Lobbyist Name:

Dylan Steffens

Delegation:
Delegation:

Carl Sanburg High School

Aligned with Preliminary Bill #: RII-14
I encourage the YMCA youth Legislature to pass a bill that advises the monitoring of healthy food
choices being sold at lunch.
Our schools should monitor what students are eating because it will help to reduce the obesity rate,
lower the risk of diabetes, high blood pressure, and heart disease. This will also prevent future
generations from obesity at a young age and make a solid base for healthy eating later in life.
Research clearly shows that diet affects health later in life. By teaching students how to make good
choices we will increase the chances that students will remain healthy longer and avoid debilitating
diseases.

Summary: I will support all legislation that promotes healthy food choices in schools.
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Introduced by:

Referred to Committee: Blue 3

Senate Sponsor:

Elizabeth Rosene

House Sponsor:

Ryan Guerin

CoCo-Sponsors:

Adam Schroeder, Anton Ervick

Delegation:

Bradley Bourbonnais Community High School
A BILL

For an Act Amending Chapter 230 Section 10, of the Illinois Compiled Statutes, relating to
the legalization of casino establishments and gambling.
BE IT ENACTED BY THE YMCA YOUTH LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ILLINOIS.

1
2

Section I. The establishment and operation of casinos can be legally conducted on all Illinois
property.

3
4
5
6
7
8
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Section II. Each casino must pay yearly tax dues to the state of Illinois. If the casino makes
25 million dollars or less in a year, they will pay a 10% tax. If the casino makes over 25
million to 50 million dollars a year, they will pay a 15% tax. If the casino makes over 50
million to 75 million dollars a year, they will pay a 20% tax. If the casino makes over 75
million to 150 million dollars a year, they will pay a 25% tax. If the casino makes over 150
million to 600 million dollars a year, they will pay 30% tax. If the casino makes over 600
million dollars a year, they will pay a 35% tax.

10
11
12
13
14

Section III. The tax revenue collected will be used toward state and local government
improvements. 40% of collected taxes will go towards public education. 30% of collected
taxes will go towards public works (bridges, roads, parks, and any other public good). 20%
of collected taxes will go toward health care facilities (Hospice, hospitals, and mental care
facilities). 10% of collected taxes will go to the county in which the casino is located.

15
16

Section IV. If the assigned taxes are not paid in whole to the state of Illinois at the end of
the year, the casino will experience a 3.5% tax increase to their yearly commission.

17
18

Section V. This Bill shall go into effect on January 1, 2016 upon the signature of the Youth
Governor of the State of Illinois.

S-B-08

LOBBYIST POSITION PAPER

Lobbyist Name:

Ben Haas

Delegation:
Delegation:

Bradley Bourbonnais Community High School

Aligned with Preliminary Bill #: RII-09

I encourage the YMCA Youth Legislature to pass a bill that legalizes the establishment and
operation of casinos on all Illinois property.
Gambling in casinos is a large revenue for the country. With this bill the government would be
able to make a large sum of money for public education, public works, health care facilities, and
the casino’s local county. All casinos will be required to pay this tax, and in not paying, the
casino will experience a 3.5% tax increase. This tax will primarily go towards public education.
This bill will overall improve the public education and the quality of public property and
healthcare facilities.
Summary: I will support all legislation that legalizes the establihsment and operation of casinos
on all Illinois property.

S-B-08
LOBBYIST POSITION PAPER

Lobbyist Name:

Jacob Wakeley

Delegation:
Delegation:

Bradley Bourbonnais Community High School

Aligned with Preliminary Bill #: RII-09
In Illinois it is illegal to own or operate a casino on land. Illinois has one of the worst economies
in the United States. Illinois is ranked 48th in the United States and is among the highest tax
paying states. Allowing this bill to pass will allow for casinos to be built on land. It will allow for
a new source of revenue to the state.
Although it may be costly to build and maintain casinos, most of them would be privately owned
businesses. This would mean that the state would not have to pay for the construction or
maintenance of the casino.
Also based on the amount of money the casino would make a year would determine the casino
would pay for yearly taxes. If the casino makes 25 million dollars or less in a year, they will pay
a 10% tax. If the casino makes over 25 million to 50 million dollars a year, they will pay a 15%
tax. If the casino makes over 50 million to 75 million dollars a year, they will pay a 20% tax. If
the casino makes over 75 million to 150 million dollars a year, they will play a 25% tax. If the
casino makes over 150 million to 600 million dollars a year, they will play 30% tax. If the casino
makes over 600 million dollars a year, they will pay a 35% tax. If the tax is not paid in full by
the end of the year there will be a 3.5% tax increase to their yearly commission.
This bill would allow for the state to gain a profit and boost the economy. By doing this it is
possible that taxes would decrease in following years. Nevada which has the lowest tax rate in
America, ranked 7th in the country, also has the most casinos in the United States.
In Illinois there is a heavy reliance on property tax and taxing the casinos will take away the
reliance. Illinois is also the state with the lowest budget for education and this tax will allow for
the state to increase their budget on education.
Allowing this bill to pass will allow for casinos to be built on land. It will allow for a new source
of revenue to the state.
Summary: I will support any legislation that benefits the economy of Illinois.

RII-15
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Introduced by:

Referred to Committee: Blue 3

Senate Sponsor:

Leah Roberts

House Sponsor:

Emily Krusenowski

CoCo-Sponsors:
Sponsors:

Tesh Patel and Jill Patel

Delegation:

Carl Sandburg High School

A BILL
For an Act Creating, of the Illinois Compiled Statutes, relating to Education.
BE IT ENACTED BY THE YMCA YOUTH LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ILLINOIS.
1
2

Section I. Any student choosing to take a zero hour class, a class that occurs before the
start of school, has the ability to opt out of their last period class.

3

Section II. Schools that do not have a zero hour program will not be penalized.

4
5

Section III. Consent to opt in to this program must be given by the student’s parent or legal
guardian.

6
7
8

Section IV. Extra school buses will not be provided to students leaving school one period
early. A study hall must be provided to accommodate student that do not intend to leave
school property.

9
10

Students wishing to leave school property a period early must be given additional consent
by a parent or legal guardian.

11
12

Section V. This Bill shall go into effect on August 1st, 2015 upon the signature of the
Youth Governor of the State of Illinois.

S-B-09
LOBBYIST POSITION PAPER
Lobbyist Name:

Ethan Doe

Delegation:
Delegation:

Carl Sandburg High School

Aligned with Preliminary Bill #: RII-15
I encourage the YMCA Youth Legislature to pass a bill that allows a person to leave school one class
early by their own means, if they came into school one class early.
Students should be given this opportunity if they need to leave school to set a larger timeframe for
work availability. Research from the National Center for Educational Statistics reports that over two
thirds of high school seniors have a job. Many of these students would benefit from this program,
because if a person can get to their job earlier, more money can be made to afford college or to
support family expenses.
Many students can claim to be morning work people. These are people who like to go to be and wake
up early, because morning can be a time where concentration levels are higher. A poll(done by CBS
NEWS) of 1,000 Americans who were asked which time of the day that they functioned best showed
that over fifty percent answered morning defined as the time between five and 11:59 A.M. If most
Americans function better in the morning, they should be given the opportunity to use their morning
time for school work so they can get better grades.
In addition parking lot traffic would be reduced greatly from the early release of a portion of
students, reducing the chances of crashing. The National Center for Statistics says that 1/5th of the
car accidents take place in parking lots and this would be one step that would reduce the number of
cars leaving at once, and in turn would reduce the possibility of car crashes.
With this optional program it gives working students, morning students, and school safety an
opportunity for expansion and improvement. By creating this option, the State of Illinois will give
students more autonomy and safety at absolutely no cost.
Summary: I support all legislation that grants students more autonomy and safety at no cost to the
American public.
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Introduced by:

Referred to Committee: Blue3

Senate Sponsor:

Michelle Weil

House Sponsor:

Riya Sanjay

CoCo-Sponsors:

Carly LeRoy

Delegation:

Waubonsie Valley High School

Kelly Zeisel

A BILL
For an Act Creating Chapter 660, of the Illinois Compiled Statutes, relating to the regulation
and distribution of federal welfare funding.
BE IT ENACTED BY THE YMCA YOUTH LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ILLINOIS.
1
2
3

Section I. This bill will reform the statutes regarding Supplemental Nutrition Assistance
Program benefits in Illinois. It will encourage the consumption of healthy, unprocessed
foods by covering 10% less of the costs of unhealthy, processed foods.

4
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Section II. Under this bill, the SNAP benefits carried on the Illinois Link Card will continue to
cover 100% of purchase costs of fruits and vegetables-- frozen, fresh, or dried-- bread,
milk, eggs, nuts, seeds, whole grain rice and pastas, and baby formula. However, the Link
Card will cover only 90% of processed, unhealthy food: chips, cookies, frozen snacks, frozen
novelties, crackers, soda, and bakery items. The remaining 10% will have to be paid for by
the customer. A specific list will be published and enforced by the Illinois Department of
Health Services.

11
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Section III. This bill will implement a one cent upcharge on all Illinois lottery tickets and
garbage stickers in order to fund a public service announcement. The tax will last from
October 1 to December 31, 2015. The PSA will target areas of high LINK card user
concentration, and will serve to notify them of the change in their benefits, and inspire
support of the new program that encourages healthy food choices.

16
17

Section IV. This Bill shall go into effect on January 1, 2016 upon the signature of the Youth
Governor of the State of Illinois.

S-B-10

LOBBYIST POSITION PAPER
Lobbyist’s Name:
Name

Taylor Babcock

Delegation:

Waubonsie Valley High School

Aligned with Preliminary Bill#: RI-55
I encourage the YMCA Youth Legislature to pass a bill that reforms the Illinois compiled statutes
regarding the regulation and distribution of Federal Welfare funding, or SNAP benefits formerly
known as food stamps.
The poorest people of the nation have the highest rate of obesity among their economic class
than any other socioeconomic division. Counties with poverty rates of > 35% have obesity rates
145% greater than wealthy counties in the United States (Illinois Department of Human
Services). Users of the Illinois Link card will continue to be entitled to 100% reimbursement on
pre-approved products including fresh fruits and vegetables, dairy products, bread, etc.
However, items that are deemed unhealthy will only be reimbursed 90%.
Most people who are earning SNAP benefits are also receiving government healthcare benefits.
Obesity is associated with other health concerns such as heart problems, high blood pressure,
and diabetes. So as a result, by only covering 90% of unhealthy food choices it will encourage
healthier eating choices for the lower class, improving healthcare costs for taxpayers, as well as
the health of these people. While fresh fruits and vegetables are usually more costly, Link card
users also have the choice to buy frozen, canned, and dried foods; which is less expensive for
them and healthy at the same time.
Teaching and encouraging healthier eating choices will also benefit large franchises of grocery
stores, causing more of these stores to be built. Companies such as Mariano’s are currently
putting forth 20 million dollars to fund the construction of new grocery stores in areas with
higher levels of poverty. The passage of this bill will promote healthy food choices in low income
areas, and in turn benefit all parties involved.
Summary: I will support all legislation that promotes healthy diet choices for the lower income
socioeconomic class.
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Introduced by:

Referred to Committee: Blue 3

Senate Sponsor:

Emily Johansson

House Sponsor:

McKenzie Knight

CoCo-Sponsors:

Spencer Peck, Aaron McLean

Delegation:

Southwest IL Y
A BILL

1
2

For an Act creating Chapter 210, Section 160, of the Illinois Compiled Statutes, relating to
Health Facilities and Regulation.

3

BE IT ENACTED BY THE YMCA YOUTH LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ILLINOIS.

1
2
3

Section I. Any citizen, eighteen years of age or older, who suffers mental or physical
distress resulting from a terminal and inoperable illness or injury that will ultimately result
in death of said citizen, shall have the right to physician-assisted suicide.

4
5
6
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Section II.To qualify for physician-assisted suicide, a citizen must have first been
diagnosed with a terminal and inoperable illness or injury causing mental or physical
distress by a licensed attending physician in the State of Illinois. Once diagnosed, the
citizen may start the path to physician-assisted suicide, including a minimum 6 months of
regular medical examinations and conferences with their chosen doctor, a mental health
professional, at least one witness, and, if it is the will of said citizen, an attorney, all of
whom must be present at each conference.
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Section III. If any citizen seeking physician-assisted suicide would prefer an attorney
present at any or all meetings also attended by his or her medical doctor and psychiatric
doctor, it shall be lawful. If a citizen wishing to have an attorney present at meetings
cannot afford to hire an attorney, one will be appointed by the State to him or her. It is not
mandatory to have an attorney present at meetings also attended by medical
professionals.

17
18
19

Section IV. Medical decisions concerning any citizen seeking physician-assisted suicide,
having met the qualifications, and suffering from a mentally depilating illness or trauma,
who is unable to make sound decisions regarding his or her medical decisions, shall defer
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to his or her medical power of attorney. Any decision made by the person with the medical
power of attorney must be approved by a local circuit court and be regarded as sound by
the patient’s doctor.

23
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Section V. Once having completed the completed the minimum 6 month process
successfully, the patient’s doctor may prescribe the appropriate pill regimen that, once
administered by the patient, will terminate said patient’s life. Only the patient can
administer the pill regimen to himself or herself. The assisted-suicide may take place at a
hospital, hospice home, or family residence, but must be attended by the patient’s doctor
and a witness.
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Section VI. This bill shall go into effect on January 1, 2016, upon the signature of the
Youth Governor of the State of Illinois.

RII-16

S-B-12

STATE OF ILLINOIS
Sixty
Sixty-Sixth Session
Illinois Youth Legislature

Introduced by:

Referred to Committee: Blue 4

Senate Sponsor:

Rebecca Schumacher

House Sponsor:

Monica Roselli

CoCo-Sponsors:
Sponsors:

Emily Brown,

Delegation:

Carl Sandburg
A BILL

For an Act 105, of the Illinois Compiled Statutes, relating to State Testing.
BE IT ENACTED BY THE YMCA YOUTH LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ILLINOIS.
1
2
3
4
5
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Section I. All public school districts in Illinois must administer the ACT Plus Writing test to
each eleventh grader in addition to the PARCC (Partnership for Assessment of Readiness for
College and Careers) testing. This will make both the ACT Plus Writing test and the PARCC
test mandatory to all eleventh graders attending a public high school. The ISBE (Illinois
School Board of Education) has allocated the money for each student to take the ACT Plus
Writing test through the administration of the school.

7
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Section II. The ACT Plus Writing test will be administered to all high schools on the first
Tuesday in March with a make-up test day on the third Tuesday in March. Special
accommodations for the ACT Plus Writing test will occur from the first Tuesday in March to
the third Tuesday in March.

11
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Section III. If a public school district does not wish to comply with the administration of the
ACT Plus Writing in addition to the PARCC test, a fine will be imposed on the school district.
This fine will entail the price of the ACT Plus Writing test times the number of eleventh
graders in each high school within a public school district.
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Section V. This Bill shall go into effect on July 1st, 2015 upon the signature of the Youth
Governor of the State of Illinois.

S-B-12

LOBBYIST POSITION PAPER

Lobbyist’s Name:
Name

Nicole Kaminski

Delegation:
Delegation

Carl Sandburg

Aligned with Preliminary Bill#: RII-16
I encourage the YMCA Youth Legislature to pass a bill that mandates the distribution of the ACT
Plus Writing test to all eleventh grade students in our state’s public schools.
Our public schools should be mandated to administer the ACT to all eleventh graders in addition
to the PARCC test, because it offers students the ability to prepare for college. Currently, the
PARCC test is mandated to be administered to better prepare students for college and to
determine students’ readiness for college, however the ACT Plus Writing it ultimately the test
that colleges look to when determining their applicants and therefore should also be
administered to eleventh graders. Students should be presented with any opportunity that will
best prepare them for college, and ultimately by being prepared will encourage more students to
attend college.
According to the statistics found in the ACT Profile Report-Illinois, within the amount of time
that it was originally a law to administer the ACT to public school eleventh graders in Illinois, the
number of Illinois graduates meeting ACT College Readiness Benchmarks has increased from 22
percent in 2008 to 25 percent in 2012. “Students who meet the College Readiness Benchmark
are more likely to enroll, persist, and graduate from postsecondary institutions,” said Paul
Weeks, ACT’s vice president of college and career readiness. In the graduating class of 2014, 26
percent of Illinois students met all four ACT College Readiness Benchmark Scores. If we
continued to administer the ACT Plus Writing to all public school eleventh graders, the
percentages could continue to increase.
The ACT is the test that colleges look for to determine who they accept. By mandating that
public schools distribute the ACT to all of their eleventh graders, students in Illinois will have
better opportunities to prepare for college than if they only administer the PARCC test.
Summary: I will support all legislation that promotes the distribution of the ACT to all public
school eleventh graders in Illinois.
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LOBBYIST POSITION PAPER
Lobbyist Name:

Kaelyn Sheehan

Delegation:
Delegation:

Carl Sandburg High School

Aligned with Preliminary Bill #: RII-16
I encourage the YMCA Youth Legislature to pass a bill that mandates the administration of the ACT
Plus Writing, in addition to the PARCC testing, to each eleventh grade student in the public school
system of Illinois.
Students in our state should be given the needed assessments that are mandated by PARCC testing
and are also aligned to these higher standards. This new testing has been developed in response to
the longstanding concerns of educators, parents and employers who want assessments that better
measure students’ critical-thinking and problem-solving skills and their ability to communicate clearly.
The PARCC testing will provide more meaningful, actionable and timely information for educators,
parents and students. The skills that come with taking the PARCC test should be mandated for all
eleventh grade students.
The PARCC assessment system will have several benefits not found in current assessment systems,
primarily including benefits to students, who will have clear information about whether they are
working at expected levels and are on track for post-secondary success.
It is important that eleventh graders in our state also participate in taking the ACT Plus Writing. The
ACT is an achievement-based test that assesses the student mastery of both state learning
standards and college readiness standards. Not only have the knowledge and skills tested on the ACT
been shown to correlate strongly with state learning standards, they also reflect those additional
skills that have been deemed crucial for first-year college success by post-secondary educators
responding to the periodic ACT National Curriculum Survey®. According to ACT, in 2013 over
160,000 high school seniors in the state of Illinois took the ACT test; with a number this large it is
crucial that the students of Illinois are assessed by the ACT for their college readiness.
Summary: I will support all legislation that promotes the administration of both the ACT Plus Writing
and PARCC testing.

RI-18
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Introduced by:

Referred to Committee: Blue 3

Senate Sponsor:

Simran Saini

House Sponsor:

Rebekah Turley

CoCo-Sponsors:
Delegation:

Metea Valley High School
A BILL

For an Act Amending Chapter 510 Section 70 of the Illinois Compiled Statutes
relating to the Humane Care for Animals
BE IT ENACTED BY THE YMCA YOUTH LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ILLINOIS

1
2

Section I. This act shall put in place a regulatory farmed animal confinement system
considers the health and welfare of the animals.

3
4
5
6

Section II. A farm owner or operator shall not tether or confine any pig, calf raised
for veal, or egg-laying hen (covered animals) on a farm for all or the majority of
any day, in a manner that prevents such animal from doing any of the following:
lying down, standing up, or fully 6extending its limbs, turning around freely.

7
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Section III. The prohibitions of Section (II) shall not apply to a covered animal
during any of the following, scientific or agricultural research, Examination,
testing, individual treatment, or operation for veterinary purposes, by a person
licensed to practice veterinary medicine, Transportation, unless otherwise in
violation of Section 7 of the Illinois Humane Care for Animals Act, relating to
confining animals on railroad cars, the slaughter of a covered animal in accordance
with the Illinois Humane Slaughter of Livestock Act, In the case of a pregnant pig,
the period beginning 12 days before the gestating sow's expected date of giving
birth. At that time, the sow may be kept in a farrowing unit.
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Section IV. The following money is authorized to be appropriated to carry out this
Act. Since it is the individual farms that will need to reform their current animal
housing, no money will be needed to be appropriated for humane farmed animal
confinement

20
21
22
23

Section V. The Department of Agriculture will establish regulations to carry out this
Act. A person convicted of violating this Act is guilty of a Class B misdemeanor. A
second or subsequent violation is a Class 4 felony, with every day that a violation
continues constituting a separate offense.

24
25
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Section VI. This Bill shall go into effect on June 1, 2015 upon the signature of the
Youth Governor of the State of Illinois. The effective date in this section does not
apply to egg-laying hens until 5 years after the enactment date of this bill.
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S-B-14
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Introduced by:

Referred to Committee: Blue 3

Senate Sponsor:

David Goeckner

House Sponsor:

Thomas McGrail

CoCo-Sponsors:

Marco Caracciolo, Kyle Zeman

Delegation:

Carmel

A BILL
BILL
For an Act amending 415 section 30, of the Illinois Compiled Statutes, relating to Electric
Vehicles.
BE IT ENACTED BY THE YMCA YOUTH LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ILLINOIS.
1
2
3

Section I. With the passage of this act, not only will the owners for new electric vehicles be
eligible to be rewarded with a tax rebate but it will also be open to buyers of used electric
cars.

4
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Section II. This act will apply the same principles to used cars as new cars, providing for 80
percent of the incremental cost of the alternate fuel vehicles vverrsus its conventional
counterpart (same make, model, and mode year) up to $4,000.

7
8

Section III. This Bill shall go into effect on January 1, 2016 upon the signature of the Youth
Governor of the State of Illinois.

Henry Sledz is the Lobbyist for this bill, and his paper was unavailable for publication.
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Introduced by:

Referred to Committee: Blue 5

Senate Sponsor:

Patrick Wolak

House Sponsor:

Scott Gregus

CoCo-Sponsors:

Eric Guo, Ajay Dugar

Delegation:

Neuqua Valley High School
A BILL

For an Act amending Article IV, Section 2 and Article V, Section 2, of the Illinois
Constitution, relating to term limits.
BE IT ENACTED BY THE YMCA YOUTH LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ILLINOIS.
1
2
3
4

Section I. Members of the Illinois General Assembly will be limited to a twelve year
cumulative term limit, consecutive or non-consecutive. Additionally, the governor of Illinois
will be limited to serving two terms of four years. These term limits will be imposed for the
lifetime of the individual, and will be enforced by the Illinois State Board of Elections.
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Section II. Should an unexpected vacancy arise in the General Assembly, the appointee will
be subjected to the term limit upon their first election after enactment of this legislation.
Similarly, if a lieutenant governor should take office unexpectedly, they will be limited to
two terms of four years or ten years total in office.
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Section III. Members of the Illinois House of Representatives and the Illinois Senate serving
prior to the implementation of this legislation will be grandfathered in, and will be subjected
to a 12-year term limit upon their next election. The governor of Illinois will also be
grandfathered in, and subsequently be subjected to the term limit described above upon
their next election.
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Section IV. Members of the Illinois Senate will serve staggered 4 year terms. Each midterm
election, one-half of the Illinois Senate will be up for reelection. Additionally, members of
the Illinois House of Representatives will continue to serve 2-year terms. For the 2016
General Assembly election, every senator from an odd-numbered district will be up for
reelection.

19
20

Section V. This Bill shall go into effect on November 8th, 2016 upon the signature of the
Youth Governor of the State of Illinois.

S-B-15

LOBBYIST POSITION PAPER
Lobbyist Name:

Utkarsh Awasthi

Delegation:

Neuqua Valley

Aligned with Preliminary Bill #: RI-25
I encourage the YMCA Youth Legislature to pass a bill that creates a grant to limit the time a
member of the Illinois General Assembly can spend in office.
In the current system for the Illinois General Assembly, a member may serve for an indefinite
number of terms depending on whether or not he or she may be reelected. Also a member may
switch between the two houses and can be reelected for a different house. Through this a
member can spend an unlimited amount of time in office with each successive reelection.
According to Reboot Illinois, Representative Michael Madigan has already spent over 42 years in
office and Senator John Cullerton has spent 34 years. New representatives can bring changes
that can improve Illinois instead of remaining stagnant with the same representatives.
Additionally, current terms for the Illinois senate are separated in one 2 year term and two 4
year terms. This bill will also even out the term lengths into three 4 year terms in total for a
Senator. This ensures constant elections concurrent to the Representative elections allowing
less money and time spent with elections happening every year.
The states of Ohio and Missouri have already implemented such bills limiting the total amount of
time served to eight years and have improved both state governments. A similar bill has already
been introduced to the Illinois General Assembly but has yet to pass according to the Bill
Statuses of the Illinois General Assembly.
Summary: I will support all legislation that creates grants to limit the total length of time a
member of the Illinois General Assembly can spend in office.
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Introduced by:

Referred to Committee: Blue 4

Senate Sponsor:

Jenna Davis

House Sponsor:

Noah Danner

CoCo-Sponsors:
Delegation:

Heritage
A BILL

For an Act amending Public Act 098-0063, of the Illinois Compiled Statutes, relating to
Concealed Carry Reform.
BE IT ENACTED BY THE YMCA YOUTH LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ILLINOIS.

1
2

Section I. Firearms Concealed Carry Act will be revised allowing citizens to open carry
following the passing of a second test course.

3
4
5

Section II. In order to be licensed to open carry, the citizen must have a clean legal history,
pass mental screening, and have the licensing to conceal carry. The state will fund this
screening.

6

Section III. Classes may be shortened if the student has military or police service.

7

Section IV. There will be no limit on magazine capacity with the carried firearms.

8
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Section V. Long arms maybe opened carry as long as the firearm is holstered, three steps
away from being fired, and the citizen is licensed. Pistols must be two steps away from
firing.
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Section VI. No public institution may restrict concealed weapons; however they can restrict
open carried weapons.
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Section VII. In establishments that serve alcohol, no weapons will be allowed on the
exception of sober workers of the business.
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Section VIII. In schools teachers will not be forced to carry a weapon, however they may
conceal carry a firearm if they so choose, as long as they possess the proper licensing. The
weapon must remain of the teacher’s person concealed and only can be shown in times of
crisis. They may also take steps towards open carrying if they wish outside of the
workplace.
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Section IX. In government funded establishments people may be asked to check in or
register that they are in possession of a concealed or open carried weapon as long as they
may regain their personal property and no record is kept of the ownership of the weapon.
At “check in” or “registration” locations the establishment may run a quick background
check.

25
26

Section X. This Bill shall go into effect on January 1, 2016 upon signature of the Youth
Governor of the State of Illinois.

S-B-16

LOBBYIST POSITION PAPER
Lobbyist Name:

Gabriel Bielenberg-Gilbert

Delegation:
Delegation:

Heritage High School

Aligned with Preliminary Bill #: RIII-03
I encourage the YMCA Youth Legislature to pass a bill that amends concealed carry and creating open
carry in the state of Illinois.
The state of Illinois should amend the current law on concealed carry, as well as an additional law on
open carry, because citizens need an assured way to effectively defend themselves. There would be
limitations to this bill, but concealed carry is a necessity in our state and it should be understood.
According to the general counsel for the National Shooting Sports Foundation, more guns are sold
every year, yet crime is declining and accidents are at record lows. To obtain a firearm permit, one
must apply through the Illinois State Police, pass a series of background checks, undergo 16 hours of
training, provide fingerprints and photos, and pay required fees.
There would also be public limitations on concealed carry and open carry alike. No one would be
allowed to carry a firearm in schools, courts, prisons, casinos, public parks, or any restaurant that
gets more than half its revenue from the sale of alcohol. Any institution listed can prohibit open
carry, but may allow concealed carry as an alternative.
As of the year 2014, Illinois has become the last state in the U.S. to allow citizens to carry concealed
firearms. By passing the bill that amends concealed carry and creates open carry in the state of
Illinois, we can prevent the spread of crime while maintaining self-defense and internal security.
Summary: I will support all legislation that promotes concealed carry and open carry in the state of
Illinois.
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Introduced by:

Referred to Committee: Blue 5

Senate Sponsor:

Joshua Chapel

House Sponsor:

Dan Funderburg

CoCo-Sponsors:

Zachary Giles

Delegation:

Faith Lutheran High School
A BILL

For an Act SB057, of the Illinois Compiled Statutes, relating to Motor Vehicle Licenses.
BE IT ENACTED BY THE YMCA YOUTH LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ILLINOIS.
1
2
3
4

Section I. Section 6-106 (b) of the Illinois Vehicle Code shall be amended to read “…within a
period of one year after the date of the application. Prior to said examination, the applicant
shall complete no less than eighteen hours of driver’s education class through an instructor
certified by the State in order to qualify to take said examination ”

5
6
7

Section II. The material which before constituted Sec. 6-106 (b) shall be reclassified as Sec.
6-106 (c); that material which constituted Sec. 6-106 (c) shall be reclassified as Sec. 6-106
(d), etc.

8
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Section III. It will not be necessary to take this drivers’ education when renewing the
drivers’ license following its loss due to violation of a law; rather, only when it is renewed
after a certain number of years as per standard procedure.
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Section IV. It will not be considered mandatory to take this drivers’ education every time
one’s drivers’ license, comes up for renewal; that is, every four years, but rather only every
twenty years, or every fifth time the driver’s license comes due to be renewed.

14
15
16
17

Section V. Drivers’ licenses issued prior to the passage of this bill shall not be considered to
be rendered invalid by this bill, that is, those drivers who have licenses issued before this
bill was enacted will only have to take the aforementioned drivers’ education the next time
their license is to be renewed.
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Section VI. Those families who are proven incapable of affording said driver’s education and
who need to drive for reasons of work, shall either receive financing from their employer,
or, where this is either not possible or practicable; from the State in the form of grants
financed by license fees.
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Section VII. This bill is to become law on January 1, 2016, following signature by the Youth
Governor of Illinois.

Matthew Giesey is the Lobbyist for this bill, and his paper was unavailable for publication.
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Introduced by:

Referred to Committee: Blue 4

Senate Sponsor:

Luke Pallissard

House Sponsor:

Julia Bollwitt

CoCo-Sponsors:

Garrett McCue, Spencer Norwick

Delegation:

BradleyBradley-Bourbonnais Community High School
A BILL

For an Act creating Chapter 505, Section 155, of the Illinois Compiled Statutes, relating to
Local Produce.
BE IT ENACTED BY THE YMCA YOUTH LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ILLINOIS.

1
2

Section I. This bill will encourage farmers to create more sustainable farming methods by
increasing the amount of local produce in grocery stores in Illinois.

3
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Section II. Sustainable agriculture. The United States Department of Agriculture (USDA)
defines sustainable agriculture as “an integrated system of plant and animal production
practices having a site-specific application that will over the long-term: Satisfy human food
and fiber needs, enhance environmental quality and the natural resource base upon which
the agriculture economy depends, make the most efficient use of nonrenewable resources
and on-farm resources and integrate, where appropriate, natural biological cycles and
controls.”
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Section III. Industrial agriculture. The Union of Concerned Scientists (UCSUSA) defines
industrial agriculture as, “the system of chemically intensive food production featuring
enormous single-crop farms and animal production facilities”.
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Section IV. All stores carrying produce are to purchase a mandated amount of crops able to
grow in the specific region directly from local sustainable food growers, not the large
distribution companies or industrial agriculture sources.
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Section V. The average yield per produce item will be used to determine the mandated
percentage of local produce supplied in order to accommodate poor growing seasons. This
amount will be determined yearly by the County Committee Members of the USDA FSA.
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Section VI. County Committee Members of the USDA Farmers Service Agency (FSA) will
review stores produce stock biannually, once in the spring between March 20 and June 21,
and once in the fall between September 22 and December 1. The amount the store is fined
will be determined by the committee based on size of store and revenue produced by store.

23
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Section VII. This Bill shall go into effect on January 1, 2016 upon the signature of the
Youth Governor of the State of Illinois.

S-B-18

LOBBYIST POSITION PAPER

Lobbyist Name:

Collin Lilienthal

Delegation:
Delegation:

Bradley Bourbonnais Community High School

Aligned with Preliminary Bill #: RII-10

It is crucial that the bill requiring a mandated amount local produce to be purchased by grocery
stores is enacted in the state of Illinois. By passing this bill, local economy will be boosted and
crops will diversify.
Firstly, this bill will help to stimulate local economies in Illinois. Today, grocery store chains
generally buy produce from suppliers that can sell large quantities of goods and support bulk
shipments. Although grocery stores can quickly resupply with this method, the product is often
unripe. Also, the business of local farmers suffers due to little opportunity to sell their harvest.
By requiring grocery stores to buy a certain amount of local produce, small and medium-sized
farms would be less likely to be forced out of business. This would also increase the income of
individuals instead of large companies.
Secondly, requiring grocery stores to purchase a mandated amount of produce from local
farmers will diversify crops. Instead of having unready products shipped in from another state,
they can instead be grown locally, supplying fresher produce to consumers. Small farmers can
also grow different crops, using the method crop rotation to keep their soil nutrient-rich. This
could cater to the demands of the populace for that season.
In conclusion, this bill is clearly a necessity in the state of Illinois. Not only will it stabilize the
local economy, but it will also allow

for local crops to become diverse again.

Summary: I will support all legislation pertaining to requiring a mandated amount of local
produce to be purchased by grocery stores.

S-B-18

LOBBYIST POSITION PAPER
Lobbyist Name:

Hunter Sherman

Delegation:
Delegation:

BradleyBradley-Bourbonnais Community High School

Aligned with Preliminary Bill #: RII-10
I encourage the YMCA Youth Legislature to pass a bill that mandates local produce in our state.
Our state should be mandated to supply more locally grown produce over genetically modified
produce grown across the country. By using locally grown produce, you decrease the amount of
pollution and the amount of gasoline wasted transporting produce from so far away. Local
produce will also have better quality and will be fresher because the food is grown and brought
to your market as soon as ready and the distance is not far. Buying local produce will better
your health because they are picked at the peak of their freshness so they contain more
vitamins, minerals, and antioxidants than genetically modified produce lack.
Locally grown produce would also help preserve wildlife and clear waters throughout the
community by reducing the amount of transportation and creating a habitat for wildlife. Local
grown produce is safer than genetically modified transported produce because you actually
know your farmer and can interact with them. The risk of e.coli and Hepatitis A are reduced
greatly when you know your farmer. Buying locally also comes with more arrays of options with
the benefit of genetic diversity on the farms so there are many different options you have when
buying. Local produce also connects you with nature, knowing your farmer and learning about
different seasons and foods, and when it is time to pick a fruit or pull a vegetable is great for
you and bettering your mind.
Locally grown produce would better the whole community and environment and would save
natural non-renewable resources. By mandating genetically modified produce that is
transportated from far distances to locally grown produce the state is bettering its citizens and
the communities as a whole.
Summary: I will support all legislation that promotes local grown produce.
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Introduced by:
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Senate Sponsor:

Kartikay Batra

House Sponsor:

Arjun Chopra

CoCo-Sponsors:

Chibuike Nwachukwu

Delegation:

Neuqua Valley High School
A BILL

For an Act Chapter 325 Article 15, of the Illinois Compiled Statutes, relating to Child Sexual
Abuse Prevention Act .
BE IT ENACTED BY THE YMCA YOUTH LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ILLINOIS.
1

Section I. This bill will enact harsher child sex offender penalties.

2
3
4

Section II. This bill is designed to increase punishment for those who sexually assault a
child under the age of consent by increasing the jail penalty to twenty-five years minimum
along with twenty years of parole as well as impose a GPS tracking device.
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Section III. These new, harsher penalties will only apply to new sex offenders on the day of
enactment, as well those five years into their sentence upon the date of enactment.

7
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Section IV. A child sex offender may not reside within half a mile away from a school or
school property.
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Section V. Impose a GPS tracking bracelet on convicted sexual offenders whom have been
released from imprisonment. The length of time these bracelets are imposed on the felon
shall be dependent on the severity of the crime. Class A-C felons shall have the GPS
monitoring for the duration of their lifetime. Class D-F felons shall have the GPS monitoring
for a total duration of twenty-five years. Class G-I felons shall wear the bracelets for a
total duration of fifteen years.
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Section VI. This bill shall be funded by taking approximately six million dollars from the tax
revenue on cigarettes, which totals to $250 million.
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Section VII. This bill shall be enforced by the Illinois department of correction.

18
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Section VI. This bill shall go into effect on the date July 1, 2015 upon the signature of the
Illinois State Youth Governor.

S-B-19

LOBBYIST POSITION PAPER
Lobbyist Name:

Thomas Gannon

Delegation:
Delegation:

Neuqua Valley High School

Aligned with Preliminary Bill #: RI-26
I encourage the YMCA Youth Legislature to pass legislation that we enact harsher punishments
against child sex offenders.
Current punishments in the state of Illinois for child sex offenders are not adequate for preventing
the convicted person from committing the same crime, or deterring others from committing the same
crime. According to a Chicago Law office the sentencing for a child sex offender can range from six to
thirty years in prison. The convicted person can apply for parole and can get discharged under certain
conditions. However people abuse the ability to apply for parole. Just recently a sex offender from
New Jersey slashed a woman’s thighs on payroll according to NewJersey.com. To prevent instances
like this occurring in the state of Illinois we must enact harsher penalties on sex offenders.
This bill will help solve this problem by having a minimum jail sentence of twenty-five years with no
chance of parole. Also when they complete their sentence they will be required to have GPS tracking
to insure that remain a certain distance from locations like schools. They will be required to have the
GPS tracking for fifteen years after they are released from prison. Florida has already implemented
some of these rules according to Aljazeera America. As a result of Florida implementing these rules
the number of child sex offender cases have dropped significantly.
In our district alone we have 20,000 students going to and from school and each and everyone
including the staff deserves a safe environment in and out of school. Voting for this bill will make
Illinois a safer and healthier place to live
Summary: I will support legislation that pertains to enacting harsher penalties on child sex offenders
to help make a safer environment for future generations.
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Senate Sponsor:

Andrew Herrera

House Sponsor:

Emilio Parra

CoCo-Sponsors:

Jacob Nevarez

Delegation:

Shepard

A BILL
For an Act amending Article VII Section X, of the Illinois Compiled Statutes, relating to
lowering the minimum age of alcohol consumption from 21 to 18.
BE IT ENACTED BY THE YMCA YOUTH LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ILLINOIS.
1
2
3

Section I. The minimum age for the consumption of alcohol shall be lowered from twentyone (21) to the age of adulthood, eighteen (18). Only beer and wine will be allowed at 18
years of age, hard liquor will continue to be allowed only at the age of 21.
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Section II. Failure to comply with the law will result in the maximum penalty of
incarceration, loss of driving privileges, a $1,000 fine and one hundred (100) hours of
community service. This penalty is enforceable by both local and state police as a Class A
misdemeanor.
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Section III. Upon reaching eighteen (18) years of age, and graduation from high school, a
resident of the state of Illinois may purchase/consume alcohol following the completion of a
course pertaining to the safe use of alcohol, in addition to providing the proper credentials
(clean driving record, a GPA of at least 3.5/B+, and proof of course completion) required to
obtain the privilege of consuming alcohol at the age of eighteen (18).
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Section IV. The Safe Use of Alcohol course will be eight (8) hours in total. An exam at the
end of the course must be passed with an eighty-five percent (85%).
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Section V. This Bill shall go into effect on the 13th of June, 2015 upon the signature of the
Youth Governor of the State of Illinois.
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Lobbyist Name:

Alana Born

Delegation:

Shepard

Aligned with Preliminary Bill #: Rll-29
I highly encourage the YMCA Youth Legislature to pass a bill that lowers the legal drinking age of
beer and wine from twenty-one years old to eighteen years old if certain requirements are met.
Our state's drinking age of beer and wine should be lowered to eighteen providing that the
individual passes an eight hour course teaching the safe use of alcohol, has a clean driving
record, and has at least a 3.5 GPA average. By imposing these requirements, it will encourage an
individual to learn how to handle alcohol and situations with alcohol safely, as well as establish
a history of responsibility. A 3.5 GPA minimum should be in place to encourage high academic
achievement for the opportunity to drink. According to Forbes magazine, twenty-seven states
have a similar policy when it comes to driving; if a student is absent from school too often, his or
her driver's license is suspended. A similar tactic should apply for drinking age.
The drinking age of beer and wine should also be lowered to eighteen because it will also
generate revenue for the state, and it will lower the amount of teens that feel the need to binge
drink. According to the New York Times, people under twenty-one account for 17.5% of
consumer spending for alcohol nationwide, and 90% of that alcohol is consumed through binge
drinking. By lowering the drinking age to eighteen, we will be better able to teach college-bound
adults about safe drinking through the course previously mentioned. The amount of college
students binge drinking will significantly decrease due to the fact that it will actually be legal for
them to drink alcohol. In a survey conducted by Harvard University, randomly selected college
students under twenty-five years old from Canada and the United States were asked if they had
binge drank in the past year. The students from the United States reported higher rates of binge
drinking than the Canadian students, 41% of American males versus 35% of Canadian males and
54% of American females versus 42% of Canadian females. In Canada, the drinking age is
eighteen or nineteen, depending on the province. If the drinking age was lowered to eighteen in
Illinois, we could see less binge drinking in college-aged students.
Lowering the drinking age of beer and wine in our state will help increase student grades,
increase responsible drinking habits through the implementation of a safe use of alcohol course,
decrease binge drinking in college-aged students, and increase revenue in our state.
Summary: I will support all legislation that decreases the legal drinking age of beer and wine from
twenty-one to eighteen if certain requirements are met.
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Introduced by:

Referred to Committee: Blue 6

Senate Sponsor:

Rachel Bedore

House Sponsor:

Olivia Dorencz

CoCo-Sponsors:

Breena Wallace

Delegation:

Metea Valley High School

A BILL
For an Act amending chapter 110 section 15, of the Illinois Compiled Statutes,
relating to tuition for public universities.
BE IT ENACTED BY THE YMCA YOUTH LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ILLINOIS.

1

Section I. This act shall be known and may be cited as the “The Right to Learn Act”

2
3
4
5
6
7

Section II. Over the past 15 years, state aid to Illinois public universities has
decreased by 27.6% (adjusted for inflation). To compensate for state and federal
funding losses, especially those caused by the recent recession, Illinois public
universities have continued to increase tuition yearly. In order to create an
affordable and appealing higher education system for students in Illinois, a change
needs to be made towards decreasing yearly tuition hikes.

8
9
10
11
12

Section III. In this Act, “public university” means and includes Chicago State
University, Eastern Illinois University, Governors State University, Illinois State
University, Northeastern Illinois University, Northern Illinois University, Southern
Illinois University, Western Illinois University, the University of Illinois, and any
other public university established or authorized by the General Assembly.

13
14
15

Section IV. A governing board of any public university shall not increase the tuition
rate for undergraduate students with in-state classification by more than three
percent of the previous year’s tuition.

RI-17
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18
19

Section V. This bill will encourage more Illinois residents to attend universities
within the state. This will not only bring in more funding for the schools, but will
serve as a stimulus for the state economy. If more people are going to college here,
more people will also be getting jobs and spending money here.

20
21
22
23

Section VI. The Illinois Board of Higher Education shall regulate all laws pertaining
to yearly tuition increases by public universities. Public universities that do not
abide by this law shall be subject to a reduction of state provided funding
proportional to the amount tuition was increased.

24
25
26
27
28
29
30
31
32
33

Section VI. Each public university will be required to create a Budget Review
Committee if they do not already have one. This committee will be in charge of
overseeing all necessary operation cuts to keep tuition rates constant. Individual
committees for each public university will further ensure that money is being spent
responsibly, give incentive for universities to search for wasteful spending, and
create more opportunity to minimize tuition for students. These committees will be
able to appeal for more state provided funding on a yearly basis. These appeals
must be confirmed by the Governor and the General Assembly when preparing the
yearly budget and therefore will be appropriated as needed. Public universities will
be required to release their complete yearly budget to the public.

34
35

Section VII. This Bill shall go into effect on June 1, 2015 upon the signature of the
Youth Governor of the State of Illinois.
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Introduced by:

Referred to Committee: Blue 7

Senate Sponsor:

Griffin Michel

House Sponsor:

Benjamin Allen

CoCo-Sponsors:

Claire Monkman, Spencer Ezyk

Delegation:

Carmel
A BILL

For an Act creating Chapter 325 Section 70, of the Illinois Compiled Statutes, relating to Children.
BE

IT

ENACTED

BY

THE

YMCA

YOUTH

LEGISLATURE

OF

THE

STATE

OF

ILLINOIS.

1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9
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11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
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Section I. The purpose of this bill is to protect homosexual, heterosexual, bisexual, and transgender
minors from sexual orientation change efforts.

23
24

Section IX. This Bill shall go into effect on January 1, 2016 upon the signature of the Youth
Governor of the State of Illinois.

Section II. Under no circumstances will a mental health provider engage in sexual orientation change
efforts with a patient under 18 years of age.
Section III. No mental health care provider will refer a patient under the age of 18 to a third party
engaging in sexual orientation change efforts.
Section IV. No persons assisting or acting under the instruction .of a mental health provider may
engage in said efforts.
Section V. For the purposes of this bill, a "mental health provider" is defined as any: licensed
psychiatrist; licensed physician; licensed social worker; licensed psychologist; licensed therapist; or
any person designated as a mental health care provider under state law.
Section VI. "Sexual orientation change efforts" are any behaviors or practices aimed at changing an
individual's sexual orientation. This includes any efforts to change, suppress, or eliminate attraction
to persons of any gender.
Section VII. "Sexual orientation change efforts" do not include therapies that provide acceptance
and understanding to clients or facilitate clients' coping, social support, and identity exploration.
This includes interventions to prevent or address unlawful conduct or unsafe sexual practices,
without seeking to change sexual orientation.
Section VIII. Any sexual orientation change efforts performed by a mental health provider on a
patient under the age of 18 will be considered unprofessional conduct. Said providers will have their
license revoked by the respective licensing entity under the Illinois Department of Financial &
Professional Regulation and will receive a fine not to exceed $5,000.

Charlie Hauff is the Lobbyist for this bill, and his paper was unavailable for publication.
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Introduced by:

Referred to Committee:

Senate Sponsor:

Erin Cygan

House Sponsor:

Taylor Borak

CoCo-Sponsors:

Tala Abusharif, Suah Yun

Delegation:

Carl Sandburg High School
A BILL

For an Act amending 105 ILCS 5/27-8.1 of the Illinois Compiled Statutes, relating
to health services in public schools.
BE IT ENACTED BY THE YMCA YOUTH LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ILLINOIS.

1
2
3

Section I. This bill mandates that all public schools in Illinois with grades first
through twelfth and a minimum student population of 450 must provide a nurse
practitioner to administer medical care and treatment to all students and staff.

4
5
6

Section II. School nurses will be replaced by nurse practitioners, as nurse
practitioners are able to provide a higher degree of medical treatment and
attention.

7
8
9

Section III. Each student will be charged a service fee of ten (10) dollars at the
start of each school year. This fee makes up the difference in salary between a
school nurse and a nurse practitioner.

10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17

Section IV. Nurse practitioners will be allowed to distribute antibiotic shots and flu
vaccines to students and staff. Nurse practitioners will also be able to administer
required vaccinations to students. Parent or guardian permission, along with the
consent of the student, is required in order for the nurse practitioner to perform
these services. These vaccines would be offered at a price of thirty (30) percent
less than the amount a parent/guardian would pay if they were to visit a physician.
These vaccines would be administered to a student on an as requested by the
student and parent/guardian. Fees would be collected prior to the vaccination.

18
19
20

Section V. Nurse practitioners will provide yearly physical examinations for student
athletes. Physical examinations would be offered at a discounted rate of fifteen
(15) dollars.
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Section VI. Other services to be performed by the nurse practitioner would be
determined as need be.

23
24
25

Section VII. Schools not complying will receive a fine as determined by the
Department of Public Health. Schools will not be allowed to be in session if a nurse
practitioner has not been hired.

26
27

Section VIII. This Bill shall go into effect at on August 1, 2015 upon the signature
of the Youth Governor of the State of Illinois.

S-B-23
LOBBYIST POSITION PAPER
Lobbyist’s Name:
Name

Becca Cassata

Delegation:
Delegation

Carl Sandburg

Aligned with Preliminary Bill#:
Bill# RIIRII-18
I encourage the YMCA Youth Legislature to pass a bill that mandates nurse practitioners in our
state’s public schools.
Our schools should be mandated to hire nurse practitioners to replace current school nurses to
provide a higher degree of medical care and attention. Furthermore, they would enable a
healthier learning environment for the students and staff. Grades first through twelfth would
have to pay an initial ten dollars to cover the salary difference between nurses and nurse
practitioners, however, discounted vaccines and physical examinations would be available.
According to Dr. Mary Ann Malloy during her interview on NBC’s Channel 5 Newscast, she
reported “ ⅔ of the population are not vaccinated” with the influenza vaccine. The availability of
the nurse practitioner would increase the chance for people to take the opportunity to protect
themselves, students and even families. Direct treatment for the school community will decrease
the number of students who leave home sick, for there is no need to when given medication
right then and there. As stated in the article “School Attendance: Issues to Consider,” “the
attendance rate is important because students are more likely to succeed in academics when
they attend school consistently...it's difficult for the teacher and the class to build their skills
and progress if a large number of students are frequently absent” and therefore a healthy
academic atmosphere is crucial.
To promote physical ability for school sports, an easy opportunity to complete this exam will be
available with the nurse practitioner present. The increased physical capability will increase the
success in school extracurriculars along with the daily academics. In addition to an ensured
physical capability, an elimination of “lag time” would allow start of activity rather than
scheduling an appointment with other healthcare professionals. A Chicago Tribune analysis
found “clusters of children without their required vaccinations in about 200 Illinois schools are
raising the chances of school-based outbreaks of serious preventable diseases such as measles
and whooping cough”, proving that the previous paragraph on potential vaccine allocation and
detection of these absent vaccines in students’ physical exams would be highly beneficial.
Although one might say the current nurses are being forced out of a job, they will now have
incentive to further their education and it is in the school and the student’s best interests for a
nurse practitioner position to be fulfilled.
Nurse practitioners would create a healthier environment, benefitting the school as a whole and
deter absences due to illness and potentially increase academic success. By mandating to hire
nurse practitioners in Illinois’ public schools, a more effective health system would be
established with a direct and higher degree of treatment.
Summary: I will support all legislation that promotes healthier school systems with a higher
degree of medical treatment spearheaded by nurse practitioners.
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LOBBYIST POSITION PAPER

Lobbyist Name:
Name:

Reyanna Hajyousif

Delegation:
Delegation:

Carl Sandburg High School

Aligned with Preliminary Bill #:
#: RII-18
I encourage the YMCA Youth Legislature to pass a bill that mandates that all public schools in
Illinois must provide a nurse practitioner to administer medical care and treatment.
Our schools should be mandated to provide a nurse practitioner, because students would receive
easier access to medical attention, and quicker and higher quality treatments. Our students
should be healthy so they can perform their best in school. Currently school nurses do not have
the permission to treat students, even if they are aware of the illness. Nurse Practitioners
should be able to prescribe the proper care and medicine to treat students’ illnesses. They
should be able to administer vaccinations against contagious and potentially fatal diseases.
In Illinois 7.7% or 250,000 children are medically uninsured; more than half of those children
come from families that earn too much to qualify for Medicare. A total of 3,000 uninsured
children have died due to a lack of medical care; others live in families that are frequently facing
medical debt. By mandating nurse practitioners, uninsured students can be treated quickly within
their school. Mandating nurse practitioners in schools will also prevent these numbers from
rising.
Nurse practitioners in our schools would help to keep our students healthy and ready to learn.
By mandating nurse practitioners within all public schools, the State of Illinois would help to
quickly diagnose and treat students while also creating a healthier school environment.
Summary: I will support all legislation that promotes nurse practitioners in all public schools in
Illinois.
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Referred to Committee: Blue 7

Senate Sponsor:

Stephen Gardner

House Sponsor:

Audrey Walker

CoCo-Sponsors:
Sponsors:

Ryan Murphy Reid Willis

Delegation:

Decatur
A BILL

For an Act creating chapter 96-01 section 1, of the Illinois Compiled Statutes, relating to
elected state officials.
BE IT ENACTED BY THE YMCA YOUTH LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ILLINOIS.
1
2
3

Section I. This bill will be known as “The Free Access to Illinois Representation for Time,
Equal Representation, and Motivation for Success Act,” also known as “The FAIRTERMS
Act.”

4
5

Section II. All newly elected state officials will be limited to two full-length terms and no
official may serve greater than ten years in a particular office.

6
7
8

Section III. All current elected officials who have served greater than or equal to two fulllength terms in a particular office may not run in the next election cycle for that particular
office.

9
10
11

Section IV. All current elected officials who have not served greater than or equal to two
full-length terms in a particular office may be elected to a total of two full-length terms or
ten years in the aforementioned office.

12

Section V. All judicial officials are exempt from this act.

13
14

Section VI. Officials may not run for reelection if the next term would exceed that official’s
tenth year in the aforementioned office.

15
16

Section VII. This Bill shall go into effect on July 1, 2015 upon the signature of the Youth
Governor of the State of Illinois.
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Introduced by:

Referred to Committee: Blue 7

Senate Sponsor:

Austin Bruner

House Sponsor:

William Gnesda

CoCo-Sponsors:

Reilly Devine, Trevor Bon

Delegation:

Waubonsie Valley High School

A BILL

For an Act Amending#625 ILCS 5, Section 11-601.5, of the Illinois Compiled Statutes,
relating to Illinois Vehicle Code.
BE IT ENACTED BY THE YMCA YOUTH LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ILLINOIS.

1
2
3
4
5

Section I. The current Illinois vehicle code relating to excess speeding on interstate
highways, states that a “Class B Misdemeanor” shall be issued to persons traveling at
speeds at or above 26 miles per hour but not over 35 miles per hour over the mandated
speed limit. A “Class A Misdemeanor” will be issued to persons traveling at speeds above
35 miles per hour over mandated speed limit.

6
7

Section II. “Class A Misdemeanor” these are punishable by up to 364 days in jail and fines
up to $2,500.

8
9

Section III. “Class B Misdemeanor” these are punishable by up to six months in jail and
fines up to $1,500.

10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
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Section IV. This bill will decriminalize jail sentences of persons who commit Class A or B
misdemeanors while driving a motor vehicle on the highway. This bill will change the law for
“Class B Misdemeanors” to 10 hours of community service plus an hour of community
service for every mile per hour over the speed limit. Fines are reduced to half of what the
current law states. For “Class A Misdemeanors” the bill will change the law to 20 hours of
community service in addition to one hour of community service for every mile per hour
over the speed limit they are traveling. Fines are reduced to half (50%) of what the current
law states. For a “Class A Misdemeanor” the fine will be $1,250. “Class B Misdemeanors”
will be reduced to $750.

RI-54
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19
This bill does not pertain to those who are convicted of involuntary or voluntary vehicular
20
man slaughter or for persons who cause damage to other vehicles, property, or persons.
21
This bill does not pertain to those who have had their license for less than 2 consecutive
22
years after completing the written and physical driver’s exam through a registered DMV.
23
Persons who have had a traffic violation in the past 6 months will receive normal
24
sentencing.

25
26

Section III. This bill only applies to speeding on highways, interstates, and toll roads
throughout the state of Illinois. Residential roads do not apply.

27
28

Section IV. This bill will be enforced by interstate police and regular procedure will apply to
those being pulled over.

29
30

Section IIV. This Bill shall go into effect on May 11, 2015 upon the signature of the Youth
Governor of the state of Illinois.

S-B-25
LOBBYIST POSITION PAPER
Lobbyist’s Name:

Girard Sweeney

Delegation:

Waubonsie Valley High School

Aligned with Preliminary Bill #: RI - 54
I strongly encourage the YMCA Youth Legislature to amend a bill that decriminalizes speeding on
public Illinois roads.
Drivers in the State of Illinois need to get to where they are going, and quickly. The Land of
Lincoln is a state focused on productivity and taking care of business; drivers should not have
to forfeit their ability to work hard because they are threatened by the penalties for speeding.
Speeding should still be illegal. However, the penalties for driving over the speed limit on a
public road must be reevaluated. In order to save the state money and resources, jail sentences
for speeding must be eliminated. This bill is not applicable to residential areas or school zones.
The current sentence for speeding between twenty-five to thirty-four miles per hour over the
speed limit, a Class B misdemeanor, is up to six months of jail time, as well as a fine of one
thousand and five hundred dollars. For speeding over thirty-five miles per hour over the limit,
considered a Class A misdemeanor, there is a jail sentence of up to three hundred sixty-four
days along with a fine. An article published by the Illinois Times stated that the average cost of
an inmate is twenty-five thousand dollars per year. That equals two thousand and eighty-four
dollars per month, roughly sixty-nine dollars a day. If jail sentences were eliminated, Illinois
could use that money towards paying off its debt of over one hundred sixty-two billion dollars,
according to the United States Debt Clock.
Although speeding must remain illegal for the safety of Illinois citizens, jail sentences have got
to be done away with. By following this model, the State of Illinois will be able to spend more
money on increasingly pressing topics, such as education and debt.
Summary: I will support all legislation that encourages the decriminalization of speeding on
Illinois roads.
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A PRAYER FOR THE HOUSE
Dear Lord Heavenly Father, we come before you today very
humble and thankful for you allowing all of us to arrive here
safely. We are thankful for this opportunity and recognize
that it is You who have provided it to us. We ask that you
lead and guide us this weekend, and allow us all to learn,
share and grow from this experience. We ask for wisdom in
all that is said and done here and that you would graciously
bless this as a time of learning and fellowship. We pray that
everything goes according to Your plan and that each of us
leave here with positive memories of this experience that
will shape what we do and who we become. We thank you
for all that you’ve done for us once again, in Your name we
pray, Amen.

Representative Nick Marlo
Chaplain of the Gray House
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Referred to Committee: Gray 1

Senate Sponsor:

Karrina Stanley

House Sponsor:

Skylyn Simpson

CoCo-Sponsors:
Sponsors:

Bayley Eubanks, Kaitlyn Melton

Delegation:

SesserSesser-Valier
A BILL

For an Act Amending Chapter 625, Section 12, of the Illinois Compiled Statutes, relating to
Electronic Communicartion Devices limited to persons of all status including law
enforcement and all emergency personnel to be Hands Free.
BE IT ENACTED BY THE YMCA YOUTH LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ILLINOIS.
1
2

Section I. All persons and emergency personnel may not be able to operate a motor vehicle
on a roadway while using an electronic communication device.

3
4
5
6
7
8

Section II. Any person that violates this Act of using an electronic communication device
when operating a motor vehicle shall be fined a maximum of $75 for the first offense, $100
for a second offense, $125 for a third offense, and $150 for a fourth or subsequent
offense. These violations can be made through a citizen’s arrest. That means a form of
detainment of a person suspected of having committed a crime, by someone other than a
police officer.

9
10
11
12
13

Section III. All emergency personnel must resort to hands free devices not including twoway citizens band radio services, two-way mobile radio transmitters or receivers, electronic
communication device capable of performing multiple functions, a fleet management system,
dispatching device, citizens band radio, or music player for a purpose that is not otherwise
prohibited by this Section.

14
15

Section IV. This Bill shall go into effect on March 20, 2015 upon the signature of the Youth
Governor of the State of Illinois.
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Introduced by:

Referred to Committee: Gray 1

Senate Sponsor:

Ann Podrasky

House Sponsor:

Sara Lemerman

CoCo-Sponsors:

Jillian Griffin, Abigail Cain

Delegation:

Oswego High School
A BILL

For an Act amending Chapter 105, Section 5, of the Illinois Compiled Statutes, relating to
Civic Education Mandate.
BE IT ENACTED BY THE YMCA YOUTH LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ILLINOIS.
1
2
3
4
5

Section I. This bill will mandate that a civics course be taken by all high school students in
order to graduate. It will amend current state law to read 2.5 credits of social sciences are
required to graduate from high school. These credits shall include one credit of American
history and one half credit of civic education. A civic education class shall be composed of
both Constitutional study and civic engagement.

6
7

Section II. If school districts do not fulfill this requirement, then the district will lose 5% of
total state funding that would have been given to the high school(s).

8

Section III. This law will be enforced by the Illinois State Board of Education.

9
10

Section IV. Instructors of civic education must be considered highly qualified according to
Illinois State law.

11
12

Section V. This Bill shall go into effect August 1st, 2016, upon the signature of the Youth
Governor of the State of Illinois.
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Lobbyist Name:

Jakob Burch

Delegation:

Oswego High School

Aligned with Preliminary Bill #: RI-39
Civic education, what is it? Civic education is information given to students that allow them to
actively participate in the government. It is classroom learning where a student doesn’t need anything
more than a copy of the United States Constitution and someone to teach about it. With the
knowledge that the educators share with their students they will be able to engage in a government
that is run by its citizens. The goal of civic education is to widen the knowledge that one has about
his or her government and their responsibilities within it.
Civic education is a necessity simply based on its benefits to society. The foundations of democracy
are only truly understood when all the citizens take part in it. With civic education comes more
attainable goals from the people and it puts a stop to citizens who give up on government when his
or her unattainable goals aren’t recognized or met. This happens because the citizens now realize
what one can actually do within his or her government. To expand on the benefits, civic education
helps citizen appreciate the fact that he or she must become an independent person in the
government, realize that he or she has responsibilities in the government, encourage a strong and
well performing democracy and contribute to civic tasks. Statistics show that only about 24% of
people have an understanding past the basics in civics.
If civic education didn’t exist, would the United States be the same place that it is today? A simple
answer to that is no, the U.S. would likely be in a state of tyranny. The only reason our Founding
Fathers instituted education was so that the electorates were educated. If civic education didn’t exist
the leaders of this country quite possibly may not have an education to speak of! Non educated
leaders lead to very bad things such as war, poor state of economy and worst of all, a loss of
freedom. Thus civic education is needed to have a well run government.
Summary: I support all legislation that mandates civics courses taken in high school.
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Referred to Committee: Gray 3

Senate Sponsor:

Nolan Kiliszewski

House Sponsor:

Devin DiStefano

CoCo-Sponsors:
Sponsors:

Zack Sparkman, Ian Greenfield

Delegation:

Oswego

A BILL
For an Act Creating Chapter 725 , of the Illinois Compiled Statutes, relating to Drug Asset
Forfeiture Procedure.
BE IT ENACTED BY THE YMCA YOUTH LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ILLINOIS.
1
2
3

Section I. Law officials are no longer able to confiscate currency (presumably profit or
payment), or possessions from suspected drug activity. This does not include documented
cases of transfers of money.

4
5
6

Section II. In the case that a law official does not comply with the outlined rules, they will
be forced to reimburse the victim, and be suspended from duty, without pay. The length of
the suspension will be decided within the State Police Merit Board.

7

Section III. The State Police Merit Board will enforce any failure to comply with this law.

8

Section IV. No funding will be required to enact this law.

9
10

Section V. This Bill shall go into effect on, January 1st, 2016 upon the signature of the
Youth Governor of the State of Illinois.
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LOBBYIST POSITION PAPER
Lobbyist Name:

Grace Krikie

Delegation:

Oswego

Aligned with Preliminary Bill #: RI-38

I ask for the YMCA Youth Legislature to pass a bill dealing with the alteration of the 150 Drug
Asset Forfeiture Procedure in the state of Illinois.
The current standing of law in Illinois allows for police officers to confiscate currency or
possessions from those suspected of drug activity, not including the documented cases of
transferred money. This seizure of property can be justified with the officer’s claim that the
property of the civilian is connected to some sort of criminal activity, with little to no actual
concrete proof that the seizure of property was necessary and connected with a crime. If one is
wrongly committed of the crime, the individual has to fight to gain their property back in court.
According to the Illinois Institute for Justice, law enforcement officers are allowed to keep up to
90% of the proceeds when confiscated property is sold. The police department has no obligation
by law to pay reparations if the suspect ends up being innocent of the crime, and oftentimes the
suspect does not receive their property back. With changes to this bill, police officers would be
mandated by the law to reimburse victims for their possessions. In current Illinois law there is
not a system in place for keeping track of confiscated items. This further aids the police
department, which benefits from the federal equitable sharing gained by the funds from sold
confiscated property. From the sale of other people’s property, police in Illinois received nearly
$88 million dollars from 2000 to 2008 alone.
By passing legislation on the regulation of police confiscation of currency and possessions in
the case of suspected drug activity, the State of Illinois would help protect individual citizens
from the seizure of their own property that has not been proven in a court of law to be evidence
Summary: I will support all legislation that promotes the regulation of civil forfeiture laws in
Illinois.
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Referred to Committee: Gray 1

Alex Johnson
Angela Yang
Amanda Wolski, Cora McVey
Wheaton Warrenville South
A BILL
For an Act Amending Chapter 5, Section 11, of the Illinois Compiled Statutes,
relating to photoshop editing in magazines and online.
BE IT ENACTED BY THE YMCA YOUTH LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ILLINOIS.

1
2
3
4
5
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Section I. This bill would mandate that all photo-shopped images created in Illinois
that are used for commercial purposes have to state on the photo/advertisement:
“This image is photo-shopped”. This label must be at least .25 of the size of the
largest text on the page, or, if the largest text in less than 40-point font, at least
10-point font. The text color of the label must be the same color as the title to
ensure its visibility, or of a color reasonably contrasted with background color(s).
This law does include landscapes and images that are not human-subjects. This law
will not cover images that are enlarged for scientific or informational purposes, as
the law already regulates those under false-adversement legislation.

10
11
12
13
14

Section II. This bill will be enforced by a separate department that would be created
within the Illinois Commerce Commission. It would use random digit selection from
a stratified random sampling method (taking a simple random sample from each
specific strata of business size in Illinois). Funding for the new committee’s creation
and random spot checks will come from a 2% flat tax on alcohol.

15
16
17
18
19
20

Section III. There are two ways the ICC can opt to use in determining the amount of
editing has been done on an image. The first way is called the ELA, Error Level
Analysis. Putting the questionable image into this software allows someone to see
what percentage of lighting and color had been altered within the image. The
alternative, called JPEG% Analysis, uses another software to determine what
percentage of the image has been altered in which
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specific locations. Both have similar objectives and are relatively inexpensive. If one
of these tests finds an unlabeled imaged to be altered, the company will be subject
to a graduated fine based on the level of image editing. Alteration below 5% in
JPEG% or ELA will receive a warning, but no fine. For 5-15%, the fine per image
printed would be $3 and the internet flat fee would be $450 (which is derived from
taking $3 * 150; same calculation methods used to find other printed/internet fine
proportions). For 16-35%, the price per image printed would be $7, internet flat
fee would be $450. For 36-60%, the per image fine would be $10, internet flat fee
would be $1500. For 61+%, the per image fee would be $16, and the internet flat
fee would be $2400.

31
32
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34

Section IV. If a company publishes a photoshopped image and is fined, the
publishing company, not the photo company, will be held responsible for paying the
fine. The publishing company can decide to split the fine or issue a lawsuit against
the photo company, but those are the publishing company’s own responsibility.
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Section V. This Bill shall go into effect on January 1, 2016 upon the signature of
the Youth Governor of the State of Illinois.

H-G-04
LOBBYIST POSITION PAPER
Lobbyist Name:

Nikita Joshi

Delegation:
Delegation:

Wheaton Warrenville South

Aligned with Preliminary Bill # : RI-66
I encourage the YMCA Youth Legislature to pass a bill which ordains that all photo- shopped images
used for commercial purposes must be labeled as such.
This bill mandates that all photo-shopped images created in Illinois that are used for commercial
purposes must be labeled with the statement “this image is photo-shopped.” The label should be
printed in a font that is 0.25 of the largest font used on the page, or at least a legible 10 point font.
Using software, violators of the bill will be discovered and accountable for their unlabeled and edited
pictures ;subject to a fine corresponding to the degree of their violation. By eliminating the number of
these highly marketable yet deceiving commercial pictures, the state can help promote positive body
image and healthy lifestyles for its citizens.
Requiring companies to reveal when they have used editing methods prevents consumers from buying
into distorted versions of reality. The Dove Self Esteem Project commercial depicts a beautiful woman
who arrived at a photo shoot, only to be covered in makeup and forced under intense lighting. After
the photo shoot was over, the producers decided that their model did not look enough like the ideal
human being, so they used the computer and some software to alter the already stunning model’s
face to add characteristics that were definitely not humanly realistic. Companies use pictures of
unattainable bodies to make people think that they do not add up to what society considers
beautiful- usually just to sell their makeup, diets, or other products. According to justsayyes.org, over
half of teenage girls and a third of teenage boys use unhealthy weight control behaviors such as
skipping meals, fasting, smoking cigarettes, vomiting, and taking laxatives, because of this
overwhelming pressure to fit an ultimately impossible mold.
Labeling edited images, resulting in the eradication of unrealistic portrayals of our world in the media,
would result in a much happier and healthier demographic. The Dove Self Esteem Project cites a
survey by the National Institute of Media on the Family which showed that at age 13, 53% of
American girls are “unhappy with their bodies”. By age 17, the number grew to a shocking 78%. After
more and more exposure to the negative media, body image has been proven to grow worse. Body
image is how one feels about their physical appearance. For most people, body image is directly linked
to self esteem. When people see these distorted images and realize that they do not look like them,
their body image and self esteem both plummet. Those who do not have a sense of self worth are
ultimately at higher risk for mental issues such as depression and anxiety, and also at risk of
developing dangerous conditions such as eating disorders.
Summary: I will support all legislation that advocates for commercially used images to be labeled if
they have been edited.
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STATE OF ILLINOIS
Sixty
Sixty-Sixth
Sixth Session
Illinois Youth Legislature

Introduced by:

Referred to Committee: Gray 2

Senate Sponsor:

Madalina Overstreet

House Sponsor:

Kajal Patel

CoCo-Sponsors:
Sponsors:

Josiah Fitzgeralls, Maggie Mulvaney

Delegation:

Mount Vernon Township High School

A BILL
For an Act Amending, 750 ILCS 50/1D (m), of the Illinois Compiled Statutes, relating to the
grounds to find a parent unfit under the adoption act.
BE IT ENACTED BY THE YMCA YOUTH LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ILLINOIS.
1
2
3
4
5
6
7

Section I. This bill reduces the period of time in which a parent can be found unfit for failure
to make reasonable efforts to correct the conditions that were the basis of the removal of
the child from the parent during any 6 month period following the adjudication of neglected
or abused minor under the Juvenile Court Act or to make reasonable progress toward the
return of the child to the parent during any 6 month period following the adjudication of
neglected or abused minor under the Juvenile Court Act from the current period of 9
months.

8
9

Section IV. This Bill shall go into effect on January 1, 2016 upon the signature of the Youth
Governor of the State of Illinois.

H-G-05

LOBBYIST POSITION PAPER
Lobbyist Name:

Casey Little

Delegation:
Delegation:

Mt. Vernon Township High School

Aligned with Preliminary Bill # : RIII-20
I encourage the YMCA Youth Legislature to pass a bill that reduces the time a parent has to get back
their child from the Illinois Department of Children and Family Services (DCFS) from 9 months to 6
months.
The process in which parents can get back their child from DCFS should be shortened from 9 months
to 6 months. This will ensure the child’s welfare, as they are in need of a stable and loving home in a
short amount of time. All previous requirements are to be met by the parents, but in a 6 month time
frame, still ensuring an adequate home for the child. If the parents fail to meet the standards within
this time, the child will be put up for adoption, getting them to their new family quicker. No extra
money or funding would be needed, for the process already exists.
There are currently over 19,000 children in foster care waiting to be adopted in Illinois alone. With
the passage of this bill, this number will be reduced as children will move out of foster care to be
adopted at a quicker rate. Also, according to the Illinois Department of Children and Family Services,
more than 17,000 children within the last decade were adopted in Illinois. It is expected that this
number will be greatly increased.
Summary: I will support all legislation that promotes child welfare.

H-G-05

LOBBYIST POSITION PAPER

Lobbyist Name:
Name

Fisher Overstreet

Delegation:

Mt. Vernon Township High School

Aligned with Preliminary Bill #: RIII-20

I encourage the YMCA Youth Legislature to pass a bill that shortens the amount of time parents
are given to improve their home environment before the parents’ parental rights are terminated
and a child is made available for adoption.
Parents who are the cause of child abuse should not be given a whole nine months to make
reasonable efforts to make conditions more fit for the child. Instead, those parents should only
be given six months. Passing this bill would ensure that if the parent could not make conditions
better, the child would be made available for adoption sooner.
If six months is not enough time for the parent to make reasonable efforts to correct those
conditions that are harmful to a child, then he or she has no business having a child.
Every year more than 3 million reports of child abuse are made in the United States involving
more than 6 million children. Your vote to pass this bill will help these children find a better
home in a reduced amount of time.
Summary: I will support all legislation that promotes ensuring that the victimized children find a
caring home in a reduced amount of time.
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STATE OF ILLINOIS
SixtySixty-Sixth Session
Illinois Youth Legislature
Introduced by:

Referred to Committee: Gray 2

Senate Sponsor:

Joe Van Nieuwenhuyse

House Sponsor:

Pat Roach

CoCo-Sponsors:

Antonio Demacopoulos, Frank Lennon

Delegation:

Stagg
A BILL

For an Act Creating 105 ILCS 5/10-22.20 from Chapter 122, Par 10-22.2, of the Illinois
Compiled Statutes, relating to Public Education.
BE IT ENACTED BY THE YMCA YOUTH LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ILLINOIS.

1
2

Section I. We are proposing a bill that requires all public high schools in Illinois to mandate
a course that teaches students personal finance skills.

3
4

Section II. In order to graduate from any public high school in Illinois, students will need to
pass this semester long course.

5
6
7

Section III. The course will teach students all the necessary skills to live in the real world
without financial troubles. Skills taught will include balancing a checkbook, paying a
mortgage, financing purchases, opening a bank account, and creating a 40 1 K.

8

Section IV. The funding for this financial course will come from the state.

9
10

Section V. This Bill shall go into effect on August 1st, 2015 upon the signature of the
Youth Governor of the State of Illinois.

H-G-06

LOBBYIST POSITION PAPER
Lobbyist Name:

Jay Doody

Delegation:
Delegation:

Stagg

Aligned with Preliminary Bill # : RII-32
I encourage the YMCA Youth Legislature to pass a bill that enforces a financial education course in
our state’s public school system.
Our schools should make their students take a course that educates the students on personal life
financial skills. Our students should be taught how to handle personal financial skills so they are not
confused when they get to the real world. Financial skills are a necessity and everyone needs to have
these skills. Financial skills are not skills you can just pick up out of the blue. Also, parents are not
the best teachers especially when it comes to something as complicated as balancing a checkbook,
paying a mortgage, and creating and handling a 401k. All of these could and should be taught by
specialists in public schools.
Every high school student should be taught financial skills, because they need to know it before they
get to college and it is better to be taught when a student is mature enough, which is in high school.
All students should know how to handle their financial life, because financials are confusing and they
need to be taught, so they can do it even when they are away from their families. About 96% of
college-bound students said they would have made different financial choices had they been educated
about their finances, according to Financial Educators Council’s surveys. According to Charles
Schwab’s 2008 “Parents & Money”, 93% of American parents are worried their children will make
financial misteps in their life. These numbers could be reduced if every student is made to take a
financial education course.
A financial education course would help all students feel more confident in their financial life and in
turn create a better economy. By inserting this course in our public schools’ curriculum, the State of
Illinois would protect students financial life.
Summary: I will support all legislation that promotes financial education in public schools.

H-G-06

LOBBYIST POSITION PAPER
Lobbyist Name:

Matthew Petrusha

Delegation:
Delegation:

Stagg

Aligned with Preliminary Bill # : RII-32

I encourage the YMCA Youth Legislator to pass a bill mandating that all high school
students across the state must take part in a financial advising class.
All students in the state of Illinois should be mandated to take a financial advising course,
because it will prepare them for the real world of finance. Besides the fact that high school
students are obviously young, it is still imperative that students take a financial advising
course. In the duration of the course they will learn basic economic technique like so, paying
taxes paying the bills, paying off mortgage and much more. This course will be for high
school students.
High School students should know how to pay taxes have and know how to manage a bank
account and pay mortgages. So after college they will know how to do so. Not all high
school students graduate, statistically they will earn lower wages. When these students
enter the real world they will know how to take care of their finances from the day they
leave high school. According to U.S.new s.com under high school not es sect ion.
“ A m o n g 16-to-18-year-olds surveyed, 86 percent said they would rather learn about
money management in a class than make financial mistakes in the real world.”
High school students are the future of this nation and if this bill passes this will be very
beneficial to society.
Summary: I will support all legislation that promotes mandatory financial advisement
courses for high school students in the state of Illinois.

H-G-06

LOBBYIST POSITION PAPER
Lobbyist Name:

Chris Reed

Delegation:
Delegation:

Stagg

Aligned with Preliminary Bill #: RII-32

I encourage the YMCA Youth Legislature to pass a bill that mandates that students take a financial
education course in order to graduate.
Our schools should be mandated to educate students on financial skills, because coming out of school
they need to be able to take care of their finances in an intelligent manner.
The young adults need to learn how to manage their money, such as paying off a college loan, or
paying taxes. They should also learn how to budget money and balance a checkbook. Also, they could
learn how to finance a house and/or a car. These skills should be taught in student’s high school years.
This should be taught early so people can learn know what it is going to be like once they are out of
college. According to statistics students between the ages fifteen to twenty-one report that they feel
unprepared to face the complex world of the twenty-first Century. In order to have students prepared
for the complex world they can take a financial class. Also, students need to learn how to manage money.
Charles Schwab’s survey in 2011 on student’s opinions about a financial class, among 16- to 18-year-olds, 86
percent said they would rather learn about money management in the classroom than make financial
mistakes in the real world. This class will welcome young adults into the real world with a jump start
with good financial skills.
Financial skills classes in schools will help out many students financially. By mandating students take
this class in all schools, Teaching will help students handle themselves in an intelligent manner.
Summary: I will support all legislation that encourages students to take a financial education class.
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Senate Sponsor:

Pawan Sajnani

House Sponsor:

Shaurya Gilani

CoCo-Sponsors:

Michelle Fan, Bharadwaj Kalanadhabhatta

Delegation:

Stevenson
A BILL

For an Act Amending Chapter 35, Act 5, Article 7 , of the Illinois Compiled Statutes, relating
to Waiving Income Tax.
BE IT ENACTED BY THE YMCA YOUTH LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ILLINOIS.
1
2

Section I. The state of Illinois will allow an income tax break for full time students of public
institutions.

3
4

Section II. A full time student is defined as however the secondary school, post-secondary
institution, or graduate institution defines it.

5
6

Section III. This bill would require a re-affirmation of the eligibility for the tax break every
three (3) months, by verification from a dean of the institution.

7
8

Section IV. The tax break will only be applicable for students between the ages of fifteen
(15) and twenty-six (30) years old.

9
10
11

Section V. Those eligible for withheld income tax have a minimum yearly tuition cost of
$18,000 for post-secondary and graduate institutions. In addition, the total combined
family income should not exceed $50,000.

12
13
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Section VI. Full time students ineligible for elimination of the income tax, either for the
reason of age or tuition, are allowed a reduced income tax of approximately 40 percent of
the total tax.

15
16

Section VII. Those who receive the reduced income tax will follow the same procedures for
verification as those who receive full eradication of taxes.

17
18
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20

Section VIII. The income tax breaks will be funded through excise taxes placed on cigarettes
and alcohol. As a result of the tax breaks, more incoming college students will have an
incentive to attend schools in Illinois, and the increase in incoming tuition will offset the tax
breaks as well.

21
22

Section IX. This Bill shall go into effect on January 16, 2016 upon the signature of the
Youth Governor of the State of Illinois.
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Introduced by:

Referred to Committee: Gray 3

Senate Sponsor:

Dev Desai

House Sponsor:

Parth Patel

CoCo-Sponsors:

Amanda Loutris

Delegation:

Stevenson High School

A BILL
For an Act Removing Section 4, Article IX, of the Illinois Constitution, relating to Property
Taxes.
BE IT ENACTED BY THE YMCA YOUTH LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ILLINOIS.
1
2

Section I. When property is purchased, the tax rate of the property when bought shall
remain constant until the property is resold.

3
4

Section II. When the property is to be resold, the property tax shall be reevaluated by the
Illinois Department of Revenue.

5
6

Section III. Before the Illinois Department of Revenue reevaluates the property tax, they will
evaluate the property itself, and that shall determine what the new property tax should be.

7
8

Section IV. This will increase the amount of revenue for the State of Illinois as it will
incentivize people and businesses to move into and stay in Illinois.

9
10

Section V. The increased revenue shall be used by the State of Illinois to help get the State
out of debt.

11
12

Section VI. This Bill shall go into effect on January 25, 2016 upon the signature of the
Youth Governor of the State of Illinois.
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STATE OF ILLINOIS

SixtySixty-Sixth Session
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Introduced by:
Senate Sponsor:
House Sponsor:
CoCo-Sponsors:
Delegation:

Referred to Committee: Gray 3
Tyler Barcizewski
Kirsten Farley
Shayln Koch, Kaitlyn Boss
Mount Vernon Township High School
A BILL

1

For an Act amending 105, of the Illinois Compiled Statutes, relating to Education.

2

BE IT ENACTED BY THE YMCA YOUTH LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ILLINOIS.

1
2
3
4

Section I. No school district, nor the Department of Education nor the State Board
of Education shall expend any money to implement the set of educational
curriculum standards for grades kindergarten through 12 established by the
Common Core state standards initiative.

5
6
7
8

Section II. In order to accomplish the mission for Illinois education, the State Board
of Education shall design and adopt a school performance accreditation system
based upon improvement in performance that reflects high academic standards and
is measurable.

9
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(b) (1) The state board shall establish curriculum standards which reflect high
academic standards for Illinois education in the core academic areas of
mathematics, science, reading, writing and social studies. The curriculum standards
shall be reviewed at least every five years. Nothing in this subsection shall be
construed in any manner so as to impinge upon any district’s authority to
determine its own curriculum.

15
16
17

(2) No curriculum standards under subsection (b) (1) shall include the set of
educational curriculum standards for grades kindergarten through twelve
established by the common core state standards initiative.

18
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(c) The state board shall provide for statewide assessments in the core academic
areas of mathematics, science, reading, writing and social studies. The board shall
ensure compatibility between the statewide assessments and the curriculum
standards established pursuant to subsection (b). Such assessments shall be
administered at three grade levels,
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as determined by the board. The state board shall determine performance levels on
the statewide assessments, the achievement of which represents high academic
standards in the academic area at the grade level to which the assessment applies.
The state board should specify high academic standards both for individual
performance and school performance on the assessments.
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(d) Each school in every district shall establish a school site council composed of
the principal and representatives of teachers and other school personnel, parents
of pupils attending the school, the business community, and other community
groups. School site councils shall be responsible for providing advice and counsel in
evaluating state, school district, and methods that should be employed at the
school site to meet these goals and objectives. Site councils may make
recommendations and proposals to the school board regarding budgetary items and
school district matters, including but not limited to, identifying and implementing
the best practices for developing efficient and effective administrative and
management functions. Site councils also may help school boards analyze the
unique environment of schools, enhance the efficiency and maximize limited
resources, including outsourcing arrangements and cooperative opportunities as a
means to address limited budgets.

41
42

Section III. This act shall take effect on June 1st, 2015 upon the signature of the
Youth Governor of the State of Illinois.

H-G-09

LOBBYIST POSITION PAPER
Lobbyist Name:

Quinton Kujawa

Delegation:
Delegation:

Mount Vernon High School

Aligned with Preliminary Bill # : RIII-21
I encourage the YMCA Youth Legislature to pass a bill that opts Illinois out of the Common Core
Curriculum for our states school system.
Common Core is an attempt for every district to follow the same national standards. This approach
to education disrupts the quality of the education which effects the teachers and most importantly
the students because this approach assumes that all children learn and develop skills in the same way
and at the same rate.
At the state and national level in the past, the process to form standards has been very public, led by
committees of educators and experts of the topic who shared their drafts and invited reviews by
educators. Teachers were encouraged to test out the new standards with real students in real
classrooms, consider the reviews, make adjustments where needed, and hold public hearings before
final adoption.
Common Core is restraining students from reaching their full potential and grasping the actual
concept of the material they are learning. Without students fully grasping the concepts they are
learning it is effecting them on everything from their standardized testing scores to their real world
abilities. Common Core hurts the students that have a higher understanding and the ones that may
not fully understand the information being learned.
Summary: I will support all legislation that encourages a new educational format in schools across
Illinois.

H-G-09

LOBBYIST POSITION PAPER

Lobbyist Name:

Benjamin Piper

Delegation:

Mt. Vernon Township High School

Aligned with Preliminary Bill #: RIII-21

I encourage the YMCA Youth Legislature to pass a bill that changes the Illinois Common Core
Curriculum for K-12 in the Illinois school systems.
Our state should look at the standards set by Common Core and try to change them back to the
Illinois Learning Standards or to something better. Students and teachers alike have a hard time
understanding the goals set by Common Core this is a high learning curve and a handicap to our
students. The faculty is unable to teach lessons in a way the kids can understand and some kids
are left behind with no way to catch up. The state of Illinois should put in place more realistic
and understandable goals for our teachers to have so they can have a clearer guideline for them
to teach. In a review of standardized testes most test scores the average were down or they
stayed the same. This shows Common Core is doing nothing to help Illinois.
For the new curriculum, a slower speed of learning may be better for all kids that can be fine
tuned for different classes and kids. This will also give the teachers better ability to get to every
student and help him or her individually. Also, the state needs a program to give the teachers
better ways to teach and conduct class.
A new curriculum or an adapted form of Common Core would help pave a path for Illinois have
more college and career ready kids for the ever changing economy and world. Also, have
teachers that have the proper tools to teach each generation properly and efficiently.
Summary: I will support legislation that promotes Illinois curricrulum in Illinois schools.

RII-33

H-G-10
STATE OF ILLINOIS
SixtySixty-Sixth Session
Illinois Youth Legislature

Introduced by:

Referred to Committee: Gray 3

Senate Sponsor:

Justyna Borowski

House Sponsor:

Emily Olson

CoCo-Sponsors:

Erin O'Leary, Christina Magnuson

Delegation:

Stagg
A BILL

For an Act Creating Chapter 110 Section 150, of the Illinois Compiled Statutes, relating to
College Applications.
BE IT ENACTED BY THE YMCA YOUTH LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ILLINOIS.

1
2

Section I. This bill is of the purpose of eliminating the factor of race on all college
applications, in college institutions in the state of Illinois.

3
4
5

Section II. When applying to a college institution in Illinois, the applicant will no longer be
required to indicate their race. Colleges will completely eliminate the race portion on all
forms of applications.

6
7

Section III. The Illinois college admission board will no longer accept or decline a student based
on their race; their admission will be based on the quality of their transcript.

8
9
10
11

Section IV. In cases that the college institution or university fail, ignore, or oppose the Act,
a $100,000 fine will be paid by the college institution to the Illinois Government. The
Illinois Government shall use the profits made through these fines towards the
improvement of public education in the state.
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Section V. This Bill shall go into effect on January 1st, 2016 upon the signature of the
Youth Governor of the State of Illinois.

H-G-10

LOBBYIST POSITION PAPER
Lobbyist Name:

Brendan Curley

Delegation:
Delegation:

Stagg

Aligned with Preliminary Bill #: RII-33

I encourage the YMCA Youth Legislature to pass a bill that mandates all colleges to remove that indication of race
from their applications.
Every college should have the race indication on applications removed. Requiring applicants to indicate their race
is prehistoric. This country fought tooth and nail for years for equality and this is just another thing left over from
the past that we need to eliminate. No college university should accept or deny you based solely off the color of your
skin. But, yet this seems to happen all across the United States at even the most prestigious universities. More than 30
percent of black and Hispanic students with a high school grade-point average of 3.5 or higher attend a community
college, compared to only 22 percent of whites with the same grades. This is not equality. In a study done on Bryn
Mawr College it was found that in 2001 only 3.5 percent of the students did not disclose their race. Just three
years later, the percentage had increased to 28.3 percent.
Colleges should be punished if they do not comply with this law. The punishment would be a 100,000 dollar fine if
they fail to comply with the law. The money would then be given to the federal government and be used to
better the public education system.
Removing this race indication off college applications would benefit everyone for the better. It would put forth an equal
chance for every individual. So that they may all have a fair chance at getting into a certain college. This would also
destroy some of the racial inequalities in our society today
Summary: I will support all legislation that makes the effort to remove the race indication off college applications.

H-G-10

LOBBYIST POSITION PAPER

Lobbyist Name:
Name

Violette Kolach

Delegation:

Stagg High School

Aligned with Preliminary Bill #:

RII-33

I encourage the YMCA Youth Legislature to pass a bill that eliminates the factor of race on all
college applications in college institutions in the state of Illinois.
Our bill is about eliminating the factor of race on all college applications. This will essentially
even the playing field and would provide a more equal chance of getting into a college of your
choice based on what really is required. According to the Georgetown Report, the rate of whites
accepted into open-access colleges dropped by twelve percent in just fourteen years. Applying
to colleges is already a competitive enough process, and not getting into the school of your
choice just because of your race is unfair. Too many times an individual will get accepted into a
college over a white person because they are a different race. Thirty percent of African American
and Hispanic students with a GPA of 3.5 or above attend a community college. Only twenty two
percent of white students attend community college. College applications should focus more on
the academics and extracurricular activities of a student instead of choosing someone just to try
to make their school more diverse.
Summary: I will support all legislation that eliminates the factor of race on college applications
in college institutions in Illinois.
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Senate Sponsor:

Anthony King

House Sponsor:

Steve Pepke

CoCo-Sponsors:

Damon Leach, Jim Clifford

Delegation:

Wheaton Warrenville South

A BILL
For an Act Amending Chapter 105 Section 25, of the Illinois Compiled Statutes, relating to
ambulance attendance at all IHSA football games.
BE IT ENACTED BY THE YMCA YOUTH LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ILLINOIS.
1
2

Section I. All IHSA regulated football games, regular and playoff, must have an ambulance
with a certified EMT present.

3
4
5
6
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Section II. If a high school does not comply with this rule, a $1000 fine will be imposed
upon them and $500 will be added to the total fine amount for each game without an
ambulance in attendance and the IHSA will enforce these penalties. The money collected
with this fine will go towards any high school that cannot truly afford an ambulance and
EMT. If this fine money is not enough, then the IHSA will pay the sum.

8
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Section III. If a high school wants to continue to field a football team they must find their
own way to pay for the ambulance and EMT, whether the ambulance comes from a local fire
dept., hospital, etc. However, this ambulance is allowed to leave the game if it is truly
needed for another emergency, however the ambulance must report back to the game once
the emergency is over if possible.

13
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Section IV. This Bill shall go into effect on August 1st, 2015 upon the signature of the
Youth Governor of the State of Illinois.

H-G-11

LOBBYIST POSITION PAPER
Lobbyist Name:

Ian Hetman

Delegation:
Delegation:

Wheaton Warrenville South High School

Aligned with Preliminary Bill #: RI-68
I encourage the YMCA Youth Legislature to pass a bill that mandates the presence of ambulances
at high school football games.
Our schools should have a presence of an ambulance at or near their football games, because there
are thousands of serious injuries that occur within these games every year, and some of these can
be obviously very serious. If the correct medical treatment does not arrive in time, these injuries
can lead to a permanent disability or even cause death. Between 1990 and 2010, there were 243
high school and college football deaths. 203 of these were high school players. Some of the causes
of these deaths include asthma, sudden blows to the chest, heart conditions, and broken necks.
Football has the highest injury rate of any high school sport, with approximately 1 injury per 1,000
athletic exposures, which is defined as a high school athlete participating in one practice or game.
With these kinds of numbers, risks should not be taken on the field of play by not having adequate
medical care available to any players who have been injured. Time is especially of the essence in the
case of a serious emergency, such as a sudden cardiac arrest, the leading cause of death in
exercising young athletes. Cardiac arrest will kill quickly, and medical professionals who are present
with an ambulance can identify the onset symptoms of a cardiac arrest and shorten the time it
takes for the affected player to reach a hospital. If this is not the case, the player will most likely
die on the scene or in an ambulance. With safer ambulance placement, the amount of these deaths
and injuries could be reduced.
The presence of ambulances will better help treat and transport young sports players, decreasing
the time it takes to receive the medical care needed and increasing their chance of survival, in case
of a catastrophic injury. By mandating this type of legislation, the State of Illinois will help save the
lives of many high-school football players.
Summary: I will support all legislation that will promote better, more efficient, and faster health
care.

RI-13

H-G-12

STATE OF ILLINOIS
Sixty
Sixty-Sixth Session
Illinois Youth Legislature
Referred to Committee: Gray 4
Introduced by:
Senate Sponsor:

Benjamin Aguilar

House Sponsor:

Justin Scafidi

CoCo-Sponsors:
Sponsors:

Nick Gricus, Joey Santoro

Delegation:

Lake Park
A BILL

For an Act Creating Chapter 30 Section 165, of the Illinois Compiled Statutes, relating to
Financial Assistance.
BE IT ENACTED BY THE YMCA YOUTH LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ILLINOIS.
1
2
3

Section I Applicants for unemployment benefits will be required to take part in a mandatory
drug test to be eligible to receive state aid. Ultimately, ensuring no misuse of the state aid
program will occur.

4
5
6
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Section II. The applicant for unemployment benefits will not be subject to legal involvement
upon participating in the drug testing. If the applicant does not pass the test, he or she will
not be eligible for unemployment benefits from the state. To be re-eligible you have a
three-month probation period in where one must be drug free for this extended period of
time (this applies to the applicant failing the drug test). This will be ensured by random drug
tests. The state government will be enforcing these rules and violations.

10
11
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Section III. The funding for the program to drug test applicants will come from taxes
pertaining to the following products; alcohol in stores and lottery ticket taxes will each go
up $.03/dollar.

13
14

Section IV. The drug test will be conducted in the most efficient and effective way possible.
Applicants will be required to participate in an annual hair sample test.

15
16

Section V. The bill shall go into effect on July 4, 2015, upon the signature of the Youth
Governor of the State of Illinois.

H-G-12

LOBBYIST POSITION PAPER
Lobbyist Name:

Caroline Leffler

Delegation:
Delegation:

Lake Park High School

Aligned with Preliminary Bill # : RI-13
I encourage the YMCA Youth Legislature to pass a bill that requires that applicants for unemployment
benefits to take part in a drug test to be eligible to receive state aid.
In Illinois, people who apply for unemployment benefits should be required to take drug tests because
the people who are employed, who pay the money that is given to the unemployed, have to take drug
tests a majority of the time to have their jobs. States were banned from providing Temporary
Assistance for Needy Families to people who were convicted of a felony for possession, use, or
distribution of illegal drugs in 1996 by a federal welfare law. States can modify the law to fit their
preferences. Proposals or carryover bills have been presented in at least 18 states that would make
drug testing/screening mandatory for public assistances applicants or receivers. An example of one of
these states is Alabama. A bill was passed that requires Temporary Assistance for Needy Families
applicants under reasonable suspicion of illegal substance use to partake in drug screening to detect
the presence of drugs.
Welfare is meant to be a temporary aid. Robert Rector, who works in research in Domestic Policy at
the Heritage Foundation, says, “Taxpayers should provide support to those in need; recipients, in
return, should engage in responsible and constructive behavior as a condition of receiving aid.” Using
the money to buy illegal drugs would definitely not be considered responsible behavior. Drug testing
would assure that this type of behavior would not take place.
Requiring drug testing for applicants for unemployment benefits will make our welfare system fairer
and ensure the correct use of the benefits.
Summary: I will support all legislation that requires all applicants for unemployment benefits to take
part in a mandatory drug test to be eligble to receive state aid.

H-G-12

LOBBYIST POSITION PAPER
Lobbyist Name:

Benjamin Zimmerman

Delegation:
Delegation:

Lake Park High School

Aligned with Preliminary Bill # : RI-13
I encourage the YMCA Youth Legislature to pass a bill that requires all applicants of unemployment
benefits to pass a mandatory drug test.
Our state should allow unemployment benefits to citizens only if the applicants pass a mandatory
drug test because it will save money. The citizens of Illinois hard earned money should not be misused
by someone with unemployment benefits. Funding for these drug tests will come from an increase on
alcohol and lottery ticket taxes which will go up $.03/dollar.
Raising taxes on alcohol and lottery tickets will ensure that there will be less misuse of the money
related to unemployment benefits. This will make tax payers more satisfied to where their tax money
is going to because as of now, many citizens in Illinois are concerned to what their tax money does in
the hands of people who receive unemployment benefits.
Other states such as Florida and Utah require mandatory drug tests in order to receive financial aid.
Data from the 2002 NSDUH show that about 22% of female welfare recipients used illicit drugs at
least once in the year before the survey. In Florida, 2% of applicants failed the tests in 2011.
Statistics also show that mandatory drug tests can help save money for the state. Utah saved
approximately $370,000 when they asked 247 applicants to take a drug test based off of a written
test that the applicants took. They refused to go on with the process which saved the state money.
These savings could be increased in Illinois because of larger populations in the Chicago land area.
Mandatory drug tests in our state would help decrease the amount of misuse of the states money and
decrease the use of illegal drugs.
Summary: I will support all legislation that requires all applicants for unemployment benefits to take
part in a mandatory drug test to be eligible to recieve state aid.
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Introduced by:

Referred to Committee: Gray 4

Senate Sponsor:

Vincent Curta

House Sponsor:

Julio Martinez

CoCo-Sponsors:

Joseph McGhee, Holden Szczypka

Delegation:

Eisenhower
A BILL

For an Act Creating Chapter 105, Section 128, of the Illinois Compiled Statutes, relating to
CPR/AED Regulations in Schools.
BE IT ENACTED BY THE YMCA YOUTH LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ILLINOIS.
1
2

Section I. This Bill will require that all people employed within a school in the state of
Illinois be CPR/AED certified.

3
4
5

Section II. Upon certification of staff members, school districts must send proof to the
Illinois State School Board of Education. This proof must be sent in within a month from the
first scheduled day of school attendance.

6
7

Section III. The Certification process must take place prior to the first day of student
attendance.

8
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Section IV. The school is solely responsible for supplying a certified instructor as well as the
facility in which the Employees’ will be instructed, along with paying any necessary
expenses if subjected to do so.
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Section V. If school districts fail to meet the deadline, the Illinois State School Board will be
subjected to fine them $1000 per month until they are compliant and provide evidence of
all certifications.
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Section VI. Any persons on Maternity leave, medical related absence, and/or on an extended
leave will be required to complete the certification process within two (2) weeks of their
return. Districts will then be given the span of a week to prove the returning employees’
certifications.

18
19

Section VII. This Bill shall go into effect on June 1st, 2015 upon the signature of the Youth
Governor of the State of Illinois.

RI-70
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Introduced by:
Senate Sponsor:

Referred to Committee: Gray 6
Kendall Laveen

House Sponsor:

Aylssa Lanier

CoCo-Sponsors:

Clare Banaszewski, Stephanie Gorski

Delegation:

Wheaton Warrenville South
A BILL

For an Act concerning music education in Illinois elementary schools, of the Illinois
Compiled Statutes, relating to public elementary school education in Illinois.
BE IT ENACTED BY THE YMCA YOUTH LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ILLINOIS.

1
2

Section I. Public school districts in the state of Illinois must mandate a music
education course in every public elementary school.

3
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Section II. According to the Illinois State Board of Education, “Works of art are
some of the highest achievements of civilization. In school, students learn the
language of the arts and how to interpret visual images, sounds, movement and
story. Because the arts are both universal and culturally specific, they are a
powerful means of increasing international and intercultural awareness. Through
the arts, students gain a greater understanding of their own cultural heritage, as
well as a sense of the larger world community.”
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Section III. The Illinois Learning Standards in the Fine Arts address the language of
the fine arts, sensory elements, organizational principles and expressive qualities
and how the arts are similar, different or related to each other. Students also learn
about production and performance in the arts and the role of the arts in
civilization. When students study the arts they become informed audience members
and informed consumers of the popular culture including electronic media. The
standards in fine arts define a comprehensive arts education and reflect a
commitment to a quality education for every Illinois school child.

RI-70

H-G-14

18
19

Section IV. The amount of money given to each district to sustain a music program
will be need based.

20
21

Section IV. The tax on cigarettes and alcohol in the state of Illinois will rise in price
by three percent in order to account for the costs of music programs.

22
23

Section V. This law will be managed and controlled by the education sector of the
Illinois State Government.

24
25

Section VI. Failure to abide by this law will result in a $35,000 fine made payable
by the responsible public school district.

26
27

Section VII. A standard and suggested curriculum for these music classes is the
award-winning elementary school curriculum Musicplay.

28
29

Section VIII: Music classes will be held at least once a week in order to complete
the curriculum in the course of a year.

30
31

Section IX. This Bill shall go into effect on August 1, 2015 upon the signature of
the Youth Governor of the State of Illinois.

H-G-14

LOBBYIST POSITION PAPER
Lobbyist Name:

Bridget Vivoda

Delegation:
Delegation:

Wheaton Warrenville South

Aligned with Preliminary Bill # : RI-70
By mandating music education in elementary schools, this bill will measurable improve the academic
achievements in schools throughout the state of Illinois.
Studies show that “schools with music programs have an estimated 90.2% graduation rate and 93.9%
attendance rate compared to schools without music education, which average 72.9% graduation and
84.9% attendance.” This clearly shows that having music education has not only tangible benefits,
but also benefits that will help the students into the future. The fact that the graduation and
attendance rates both go up shows that music education is something that needs to be taken
seriously. Music also helps the brain develop if music lessons are started at an early age, like in
elementary school. “Young children who take music lessons show different brain development and
improved memory over the course of a year, compared to children who do not receive musical
training.” Academic Benefits resulting from music education is not just some abstract idea. It has
scientific proof that music helps in multiple arenas of life. Some may say that the money given to
music education would be better used on other programs, because of teamwork and grades, etc. This
attitude could not be more wrong. Multiple studies show that music education improves academic
performance, working in teams, critical thinking skills, and results in higher test scores. In addition,
students who study music have greater vocabularies and enhanced communication skills.
Unfortunately, even with all these benefits music is one of the first things to be cut is school
districts. Therefore I implore you to vote for bill RI-70, so we can help future generations of
Americans.
Summary: I support any legislature that improves music education in elementary schools.

RI-09
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Introduced by:

Referred to Committee: Gray 5

Senate Sponsor:

Brian Kearney

House Sponsor:

Francesca McCallister

CoCo-Sponsors:
Sponsors:

Isabelle Olejniczak, Maryam Butt

Delegation:

Lake Park
A BILL

For an Act Creating Chapter 105 Section 75, , of the Illinois Compiled Statutes, relating to
student's right to social media usage.
BE IT ENACTED BY THE YMCA YOUTH LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ILLINOIS.
1
2

Section I. Secondary schools’ administration (grades 9-12) will not have the power to ban
or take away social media websites or apps from the students on their personal devices.

3
4

Section II. School administrations that fail to meet the standards required in this law will be
subject to supervision under the Illinois State Board of Education.

5
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Section III. This requires the school to change their policy regarding student’s protection. If
a school’s administration still refuses to follow the states policy, state budget cuts and
funding for that school programs will be restricted.

8
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Section IV. School administrations do not have the ability to censor social media websites
or apps unless used fundamentally inappropriate or in illegal activity. If not fundamentally
illegal or malicious and is being misused by specific students, then the school has the
obligation to reprimand those students and warn the larger student body of such behavior.
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Section V. If a school finds a social media website or app that they find is necessary to ban,
the administration must make a full presentation to the board of education. The
presentation must state why the platform should not be allowed in the school and must
have direct evidence of the platform being used in a way that hinders the learning
experience of the students.
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Section VI. This Bill shall go into effect on January 1, 2016 upon the signature of the Youth
Governor of the State of Illinois.

H-G-15

LOBBYIST POSITION PAPER
Lobbyist Name:

Paulina Grzybowicz

Delegation:
Delegation:

Lake Park High School

Aligned with Preliminary Bill # : RI-09
I encourage the YMCA Youth Legislature to pass a bill preventing schools from banning student use of
social media on school grounds.
Our schools should not have the ability to block access to social media from students. Schools are
required to allow students their constitutional privacy rights on social media, and these rights include
freedom of speech and freedom of expression. According to ACLU (American Civil Liberties Union),”In
its landmark 1969 ruling in Tinker v. Des Moines, the Supreme Court found that students do not ‘shed
their constitutional rights to freedom of speech or expression at the schoolhouse gate.’.” Students
are allowed to exercise their right to freedom of expression. Freedom of speech is a right that
students need to understand and use responsibly. Schools cannot forbid student expression just
because they want to avoid controversy.
Social Media in schools can provide many opportunities in the learning environment, especially
regarding communication and collaboration. As technology in our world grows and improves, our
schools should teach our students how to more efficiently and responsibly use social media in order
to increase academic use of social networking and stimulate discussion and understanding on said
sites. Use of social media in schools can also benefit educators because of exposure to technologybased ideas, and exchange of information and ideas. It can also contribute to increased involvement
of parents as well as better parent understanding of class and teacher expectations. According to
The Best Masters in Education, 75% of 7th through 12th graders have at least one social media profile.
Instead of banning use of social media in schools, schools can use this to their advantage and use
social media to connect teachers, students and their parents better than ever before. By banning
student use of social media in schools, schools are failing to incorporate one of the new tools that
has the potential to provide for better communication and collaboration within the classroom.
Summary: I will support all legislation that promotes prevention of banning of student use of social
media in schools.
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Referred to Committee: Gray 5

Senate Sponsor:

Dalia Rodriguez

House Sponsor:

Paola Montes

CoCo-Sponsors:

Jacob Basta, Javier Marin

Delegation:

Eisenhower
A BILL

For an Act Creating Chapter 105, Section 5 , of the Illinois Compiled Statutes, relating to
Education.
BE IT ENACTED BY THE YMCA YOUTH LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ILLINOIS.
1
2
3
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Section I. All public schools in the State of Illinois would be required to comply with
retroceding one hour to the schools customary initiation of class, however the school will
still have to conclude at the time set before the Act, therefore allowing the students but
not limiting them to take advantage of the hour prior to class for: tutoring, guidance,
research, assignment improving, college applications, etc.
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Section II. School faculty including but not limited to teachers, administrators, tutors, will
be in their designated classrooms or offices working with students who would be present to
improve the students’ academic success.

9
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Section III. Transportation to school for students choosing to partake in the hour will be at
the discretion of the individual schools and or districts.
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Section IV. The Act would be enforced by the Illinois Board of Education; however it would
fall under the responsibility of each individual district to regulate their schools.
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Section V. In the cases that the school or the districts fail, ignore, oppose, or disapprove
the Act, there would be consequences applied to each faction individually by the Illinois
Board of Education. Any school who violates this Act would be required to countervail by
having their district pay a fine of $1,000 to the Illinois State Board of Education for every
month the school fails to enact the bill. In the cases that the district or the school deny the
retroceding of the class start by an hour, the school would be permitted to present an
alternative claim, subject to approval by the Illinois Board Of Education. The Board
determines whether alternative claim is valid by its benefits to the school, the district and
its the students. If applicable it must be applied to the school or district within two months,
meanwhile the school or district is to cooperate with the Illinois Board of Education.
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Section VI. The revenue received from the fines imposed on schools and districts would be
utilized by the Illinois Board of Education to finance technology advances in the classroom.
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Section VII. This bill shall go into effect on June 1st, 2015, upon the signature of the Youth
Governor of the State of Illinois.

RI-71
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Senate Sponsor:

Jillian Wooton

House Sponsor:

Katherine Nuttall

CoCo-Sponsors:
Sponsors:

Rachel Lillig, Rachel Circelli

Delegation:

Wheaton Warrenville South
A BILL

For an Act
, of the Illinois Compiled Statutes, relating to sexual assault in Illinois
public universities.
BE IT ENACTED BY THE YMCA YOUTH LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ILLINOIS.
1
2

Section I. This bill will punish sexual offenders enrolled in an Illinois public university by
expelling him or her from the school.
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Section II. Any student found guilty of a sexual assault of another student while attending
an Illinois public university will be immediately expelled from that university. He or she will
not be allowed remittance to that particular university at any time and the offense will
appear on the student’s permanent record. It will also appear as a criminal offense. These
punishments will be in addition to all other punishments already in place under the Illinois
standing laws.
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Section III. The student may be allowed to attend any other university he or she chooses
other than the one he or she was expelled from with admittance.

11
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Section IV. This Bill shall go into effect on January,1, 2016 upon the signature of the Youth
Governor of the State of Illinois.

H-G-17

LOBBYIST POSITION PAPER
Lobbyist Name:

Haley Wooton

Delegation:
Delegation:

Wheaton Warrenville South High School

Aligned with Preliminary Bill # : RI - 71
I encourage the Illinois YMCA Youth Legislature pass a bill that would increase the punishment for
sex offenders attending Illinois public universities to expulsion from the school.
Criminals who have committed sexual assault on college campuses should suffer expulsion from
Illinois public universities to insure the safety and security of the victims attending those universities.
A recent study done by the U.S. National Institute of Justice shows that one in five women and one in
sixteen men were victims of rape or attempted rape while attending college. Most cases of rape and
sexual assault, especially at colleges, go unreported because victims may feel threatened by their
offender. Having legislation in place to punish these criminals will make victims feel secure enough to
report these sexual assault crimes.
As prospective college students and parents know, the college search and transition to college can be
a very emotional and stressful time. Knowing there is protection under the law for victims of sexual
assault is a comfort all college students and parents deserve.
Having this law in our state will also make Illinois public universities a more attractive option for
prospective students. With more students choosing to attend Illinois universities, these students are
more likely to pursue jobs in Illinois, giving our economy a much needed boost.
Summary: I will support this and all other bills promoting the safety of college students from sexual
assault.
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Introduced by:

Referred to Committee: Gray 6

Senate Sponsor:

Anna Sampson

House Sponsor:

Katelyn Pisellini

CoCo-Sponsors:

Jenna Drolen and Sarah Eischen

Delegation:

Lake Park
A BILL

For an Act Chapter 430 section 66, of the Illinois Compiled Statutes, relating to
Concealed Carry.
BE IT ENACTED BY THE YMCA YOUTH LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ILLINOIS.

1
2
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Section I. This bill will give teachers the option to have a Taser in their classrooms
in order to prevent incidents involving school intruders. The Taser will be required
to be in a locked safe so students will not have access to it. Only the teacher and
higher administrators will have access to the four digit code to open the safe. Every
time the safe is opened, the police department and main school office will be
notified. The Taser is only to be taken out if it is known that there is an armed
intruder in the school or on the school property.
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Section II. A FOID card is to be obtained and kept up to date in order to have a
Taser in the possession of any teacher or administrator. The Tasers will be checked
by local police officers once a month to make sure that they are working properly.
It is up to the teacher on whether or not they wish to unlock the safe and use the
Taser in the case of an emergency, they will not be punished if they do not wish to
use one. If the teacher does not have a FOID card, they must fill out a document to
be kept on file at the school in order to not be fined for having possession of the
Taser illegally.
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Section III. If a school chooses to have Tasers in their classrooms, it is
recommended to get the Taser brand Taser X2 CEW. We also recommend the 21’
Taser cartridges. If less than 50% of teachers in a school do not want to
participate in this program, then the
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school and the police department will not be required to fund this program. To
determine if teachers wish to have Tasers an anonymous poll will be taken once a
year through the school.
Section IV. Any faculty member of the school that uses the Taser on someone other
than an intruder will go to jail for up to 5 years. Any teacher that gives a student
access to the Taser will face jail time of up to 4 years. If the student that is given
access to the Taser uses it against any persons, they will face juvenile detention
sentences as well as expulsion or suspension and fines of up to $1000. If it is
found that the safe is improperly secured or broken in any way then the school may
be fined up to $500. If the Firearms Owner Identification (FOID) card of any teacher
that wishes to use the Taser is absent or expired and the Taser is used, then the
teacher may face jail time of up to 1 year and/or a penalty of up to $1000.
Section V. The local police departments that serve the school districts, who are
funded by taxpayers, will fund the Tasers provided to the schools as well as the
maintenance of the Tasers. The school enacting the program will provide the
teachers with funding for their FOID card as well as its renewal and a tutorial class
on how to use the Taser. In order to allow schools and police stations to more
easily fund this program, a 0.1% property tax increase. For every year after the
first year of the implementation of this program, the tax increase will only be .05%.
Any money left over after the program has been fully funded will be given to the
school district.
Section VI. This Bill shall go into effect on August 1, 2015 upon the signature of
the Youth Governor of the State of Illinois.

H-G-18

LOBBYIST POSITION PAPER
Lobbyist Name:

Roksana Lech

Delegation:
Delegation:

Lake Park High School

Aligned with Preliminary Bill # : RI-14
I encourage the YMCA Youth Legislature to pass a bill that gives school teachers the option to have a
Taser in their classroom.
Our schools should be mandated to give teachers the option to have a Taser, because this will further
prevent incidents involving school intruders. Teachers should be educated on how to provide safety
for their own students in a time of need. Our youngest citizens, along with staff and faculty, need to
be protected even past the school doors and safety systems, which may not always be enough.
Having a Taser in the classroom would ensure safety for students and the teacher, especially in a
deathly situation.
There have been many incidents in which armed school intruders were involved, a more recent story
involving Sandy Hook Elementary School. According to the Report of the State’s Attorney for the
Judicial District of Danbury, the school shooter intentionally murdered 20 children and 6 adults,
having the ability and intentions to commit more. These numbers could have been reduced if the
teachers had a Taser to use to protect the students and themselves, as well as give them time in
order to escape.
It is important to note that according to the Crime and Misconduct Commission, Tasers are used to
assist someone in a situation with a violent or aggressive offender and are a ‘less than lethal’ use of
force option.
Tasers for teachers would help further protect younger citizens in schooling systems. By mandating
this bill in our public and private schools, the State of Illinois would help provide additional safety in
classrooms.
Summary: I will support all legislation that promotes giving teachers the option to have a Taser in the
classroom to ensure additional safety for students.
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Senate Sponsor:

Kenneth Washington

House Sponsor:

Bianca Espinoza

CoCo-Sponsors:

Luis Santos, Isabella Haynes

Delegation:

Eisenhower
A BILL

For an Act Creating Chapter 625, Section 5, of the Illinois Compiled Statutes, relating to
Highway Safety.
BE IT ENACTED BY THE YMCA YOUTH LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ILLINOIS.
1
2
3
4

Section I. All drivers must clean off the tops of the vehicles before entering highways when
the amount of snow fall exceeds two inches. This is to ensure the safety of all highway
drivers and to avoid the white-out conditions that ensue with large amounts of snow
blowing off of the vehicle.

5
6
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Section II. Non-commercial drivers’ failure to comply will result in a fine of $75 when
reported by a law enforcement officer. In the event of an accident, due to snow falling off a
vehicle, non-commercial drivers will be fined $200-$1,000.

8
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Section III. Commercial drivers’ failure to comply will result in a fine of $150 when reported
by a law enforcement officer. In the event of an accident, due to snow falling off a vehicle,
commercial drivers will be fined $400-$2,000.
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Section IV. All monies collected by state law enforcement agencies will be allocated to
improving Illinois infrastructure.
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Section V. This Bill shall go into effect on June 1st, 2015, upon the signature of the Youth
Governor of the State of Illinois.
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Senate Sponsor:

Jenny Koester

House Sponsor:

Marisa Zajac

CoCo-Sponsors:

Chrissy Czarnecki, Marissa Thompson

Delegation:

Wheaton Warrenville South
A BILL

For an Act Amending Chapter Section 505/7, of the Illinois Compiled Statutes, relating to
DCFS Children Placement.
BE IT ENACTED BY THE YMCA YOUTH LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ILLINOIS.
1
2
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Section I. Fictive Kin, or any individual who is shown to have close personal or emotional
ties with the child or the child's family prior to the child's placement with the individual,
shall have the ability to take custody of children under the Department of Child and Family
Service’s care if the caseworker and child agree upon it.
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Section II. If any DCFS caseworker does not allow qualified fictive kin to take custody of a
child, a report must be filed to local county government. If the claim is found to be valid, the
respective DCFS caseworker will receive a letter on their personal file. If they receive four
letters, the caseworker shall be fired.
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Section III. In order to be approved as qualified fictive kin, one must: undergo mental and
physical health tests as well as a criminal background screening, have a steady income, be
over the age of 21 and under the age of 65 (although exceptions can be made by case
workers based on specific circumstances), have space in house for the child (room for
child’s own bed), and live in a home that passes certain safety standards. (These
qualifications must be met by any Illinois foster family.)
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Section IV. Although there should be enough funds in the DCFS budget for fictive kin
qualification screening, should these allotted funds be depleted, fictive kin must provide
$50 to the DCFS branch to cover the cost of their screening.

18
19

Section V. This Bill shall go into effect on June 1, 2015 upon the signature of the Youth
Governor of the State of Illinois.

H-G-20

LOBBYIST POSITION PAPER
Lobbyist Name:

Gracie Martin

Delegation:
Delegation:

Wheaton Warrenville South

Aligned with Preliminary Bill # : RI-72
I encourage the YMCA Youth Legislature to pass a bill that makes it possible for a child in DCFS care
to stay with fictive kin.
I believe that children staying with fictive kin, or someone they have a close emotional or personal tie
with, would be more beneficial than staying in foster care. With the option of staying with someone
that the child is more comfortable with, it could lead to a happier and more successful life.
Occasionally, the child can be moved to multiple foster homes, causing a disruptive upbringing. This
can be harmful to a child’s development. By letting them live with someone they know can lead to a
more stable and comfortable childhood.
Many children are placed in foster care; in the entire country 397,122 children are living without
permanent families in foster care, according to ccainstitute.org. In Illinois 14,964 children went into
Department of Child and Family Services care throughout 2013 to 2014. With a growing number of
children going into this service, it is more suitable to have the option that allows them to live with
fictive kin.
Summary: I will support all legislation that allows children in DCFS to stay in the care of fictive kin.

RI-06
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STATE OF ILLINOIS

SixtySixty-Sixth Session
Illinois Youth Legislature
Introduced by:
Senate Sponsor:

Referred to Committee: Gray 7
John Butitta

House Sponsor:

Danielle Sullivan

CoCo-Sponsors:
Sponsors:

Sam Dentino, Julia Sorrentino

Delegation:

Lake Park
A BILL

For an Act Creating Chapter 2610, Section 30, of the Illinois Compiled Statutes,
relating to Body Cameras for Police Officers.
BE IT ENACTED BY THE YMCA YOUTH LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ILLINOIS.

1
2

Section I. Illinois Police Officers will be required to wear body cameras at all times
while on duty.

3
4
5

Section II. Each police vehicle will have a transmitting device located under the
dashboard that connects to the camera. When the police officer leaves the vehicle
the transmitting device will automatically turn on the camera.

6
7

Section III. Cameras can be toggled off when the police officer is off duty. All
cameras will be stored at the officers’ police station.

8
9
10

Section IV. Each camera will be wirelessly linked to an online cloud storage system.
Each night when the cameras are returned to the station, they will automatically
upload the video footage from that day up to the cloud storage.

11
12
13
14

Section V. Police officers and detectives will not be required to wear these cameras
while undercover. A police officer or detective must show proof of a legal document
signed by the police chief of his or her station stating that they are undercover,
and from what dates he or she will be undercover.

15
16
17

Section VI. Penalties will be implemented on an Illinois police officer if he/she
refuses to wear a body camera. The penalty will start with a warning from the chief
of police and then
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18
19

lead to a monetary fine of 50 dollars each time he/she is caught without wearing
the body cameras. This fine will aid in the funding for the cameras.

20
21
22
23
24

Section VII. If a police station in whole refuses to use the cameras, they will be
fined a set amount weekly, depending on the amount of full-time officers at a
specific station, until they purchase the cameras (See section 4 for the specific
fines). During this period, other police stations in the area will need to share their
cameras with the station not using the cameras.

25
26
27
28

Section VIII. If a station has 10 or less full time officers, the weekly fine for the
station will be 100 dollars if they refuse or do not purchase the cameras. For 11 to
25 full time officers, the fine increases to 200 dollars. For 25 or more full time
officers, the fine increases to 300 dollars.

29
30
31
32
33

Section IX. The body cameras would be funded by taking revenue from disorderly
conduct tickets. The amount of money taken from each ticket will vary based on the
price of the ticket. Tickets that are between 1 dollar and 75 dollars will have 15
dollars taken for revenue. Any tickets over 76 dollars will have 30 dollars taken for
revenue.

34
35

Section X. This Bill shall go into effect on July 1, 2015 upon the signature of the
Youth Governor of the State of Illinois.

H-G-21

LOBBYIST POSITION PAPER
Lobbyist Name:

Matthew Laygo

Delegation:
Delegation:

Lake Park High School

Aligned with Preliminary Bill # : RI-06
I encourage the YMCA Youth Legislature to pass a bill that will have police officers wear body
cameras at all times in the state of Illinois.
Police wearing body cameras would benefit both the police officers and citizens by helping lower the
amount of force used by police officers, and the amount of force used by citizens. The court systems
will also benefit by reducing the amount of trial times for situations including officers, because there
have been numerous situations when a police body camera should have been present.
“Everyone behaves better when they’re on video,” stated Steve Ward on TIME network. Michael Brown
was shot and killed on August 9, 2014 by an officer Darren Wilson in Ferguson. Witnesses and
officers were not coming up with an agreement of what really happened leading to different
narratives to the story. Another incident where police brutality has taken place is at home of a black
teen from North Carolina on October 8, 2014. DeShawn Currie was assaulted in his own home;
neighbors reported that he was breaking into a white family’s home by walking through the front door
even though he was adopted. When police arrived to the door they threatened him and ordered him to
“put your hands on the door” and DeShawn was confused and refused. So officers claimed he was
being aggressive so they sprayed him with pepper spray in his own home. Both of these events could
have been either resolved or more justified if there was a higher surveillance of what was going on by
using body cameras.
Statistics show from January 2010 through December 2010 the National Police Misconduct Statistics
and Reporting Project recorded 4,861 unique reports of police misconduct. This number can and
should be lessened. Of the 6,613 law enforcement officers involved in reported misconduct, 1,575
were involved in excessive force reports. A better eye on these cops will help reduce the amount of
complaints and actual brutality. Our country should not be dealing with problems like these in the
justice system that can be, if not, closer to resolving this problem of brutality and lack of evidence.
Summary: I will support all legislation that supports having police officers wear body cameras at all
times.
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Introduced by:

Referred to Committee: Gray 7

Senate Sponsor:

Elizabeth Skly

House Sponsor:

Dicy Mulchrone

CoCo-Sponsors:

Grace Scarim and Jillian Atkenson

Delegation:

Stagg
A BILL

For an Act amending Public Act 098-0441, of the Illinois Compiled Statutes, relating to
health education.
BE IT ENACTED BY THE YMCA YOUTH LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ILLINOIS.

1
2
3

Section I. All high school students are mandated by the state of Illinois to partake in a
sexual education course as a graduation requirement. This bill would educate students with
medically accurate, age appropriate, and evidence based information .

4
5
6
7
8

Section II. Illinois youth have a right to receive medically accurate information to guide them
to make informed decisions that promote their well-being and physical health. This bill would
enact a unique curriculum to be decided by the school. The required class would need to
specify a two week long course within a health education class or a separate class to be
taken during other physical education classes .

9
10
11
12

Section III. Each school is required to include, but is not limited to, the following
information: Sexually Transmitted Diseases, sexual intercourse, pregnancy, birth,
contraception, and abstinence. The remainder of the curriculum can be determined by the
state’s committee of education.

13
14
15
16

Section IV. All Public Illinois High Schools must provide culturally-sensitive and
comprehensive human sexual education courses. If the parents or legal guardians of
students find issues with the course they can report to the school’s administration to
discuss other options.

17
18

Section V. This Bill shall go into effect on June 1st 2015, upon the signature of the Youth
Governor of the State of Illinois.

H-G-22

LOBBYIST POSITION PAPER
Lobbyist’s Name:
Name

Claudia Elizabeth Kolach

Delegation:

Stagg High School

Aligned with Preliminary Bill#: RII-30
I encourage the YMCA Youth Legislature to pass a bill that mandates sexual education programs
in our state’s public school system.
Our schools should be mandated to educate students about sexual education, because it is
important to know in order to stay safe. Forty-Six percent of high school students are sexually
active and it is imperative that the state of Illinois insures that they are properly informed.
It is important for students to be taught in their teenage years about the dangers of
intercourse. The average age in which Americans become sexually active is about 16.4 years of
age. This age falls between the beginning of high school which is why students must be educated
at that time. Whether a student chooses to remain abstinent of sexually active, it is important
that they are aware of the repercussions.
Being aware of sexual intercourse, sexually transmitted diseases, pregnancy, birth,
contraception, and abstinence.
This bill would not require schools to put a new class in place. High schools in Illinois are
currently mandated to provide a physical education course, and many schools have health
classes in place. Our bill is ensuring that a two week unit within the already in place gym or
health class will exist. Overall, sexual education courses in high school will ensure bettereducated students.
Summary: I will support all legislation that promotes sexual education in public schools.
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Introduced by:

Referred to Committee: Gray 5

Senate Sponsor:

Grecia Benitez

House Sponsor:

Kyle Meyer

CoCo-Sponsors:

Erin Sinnott, Amanda Hoffman

Delegation:

Oswego
A BILL

For an Act amending Chapter 725 Section 119 , of the Illinois Compiled Statutes, relating to
Death Penalty.
BE IT ENACTED BY THE YMCA YOUTH LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ILLINOIS.
1
2
3

Section I. This bill will re-establish the death penalty in the state of Illinois as a legitimate
consequence for murder in the first degree, murder of more than one person, or the murder
of a police officer in the line of duty.

4
5

Section II. The condemned shall choose the method of execution from the following choices:
lethal injection, firing squad, or electric chair.

6
7

Section III. The Illinois Department of Justice will fund the adjudication of the appeal
process. The execution shall be funded by the Illinois Department of Corrections.

8
9

Section IV. This bill shall go into effect on January 1, 2016 upon the signature of the Youth
Governor of the State of Illinois.

H-G-23

LOBBYIST POSITION PAPER
Lobbyist Name:

Tyler Straube

Delegation:
Delegation:

Oswego

Aligned with Preliminary Bill # : RI-35
The death penalty needs to be brought back to Illinois as a result of a murder of a police officer, two
or more people, and also a heinous crime. We cannot continue to just give life in jail to those who
commit extremely insane crimes like these; the state of Illinois needs to lay down the law and stick
with it as harshly as possible.
With no death penalty in place, we are basically showing people that murder is not as bad as people
think because it only results in jail time. The person who commits the murder, or heinous crime, needs
to suffer more than the victim; if the victim dies, then why does the defendant get to carry on with
their lives? It doesn’t matter if they are imprisoned, what matters is that their lives should end just
like the victims.
In the case of heinous crime if someone goes through that much torture and pain, then the defendant
needs to face the death penalty as well because just assigning them to jail time will not prevent that
person from doing it again. It will give other criminals the idea that it is okay to put someone in so
much pain, or even kill them, because they may have nothing to lose. Lets say there is a criminal who
lives on the streets and has a plan to rape a teenage girl and then bury her alive. What ideas or
events will run through his mind and possibly erase his plan so that he does not commit this crime?
Years in jail, which is a better place for this man to live than the streets, will not at all have an impact
on his choice. If the death penalty were put into place then what this will do is completely shift the
man’s mindset. In order to prevent something, criminals need to know what is going to happen to
them if they commit that crime. It is very unfair for an innocent person to suffer more than the
criminal does.
Illinois is one of just 18 states who do not have the death penalty in place. The state of Illinois also
has one of the highest murder rates right in the city of Chicago. Think about the correlation.
Summary: I will support all legislation that restores the death penalty in the state of Illinois.
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Introduced by:

Referred to Committee: Gray 7

Senate Sponsor:

Jeremy Ambrosio

House Sponsor:

Mark Kraman

CoCo-Sponsors:

Josiah Kassahun, Joe Solberg

Delegation:

Wheaton Warrenville South
A BILL

For an Act creating Chapter 730, Section 121, of the Illinois Compiled Statutes, relating to
educational opportunities for inmates.
BE IT ENACTED BY THE YMCA YOUTH LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ILLINOIS.

1
2
3
4

Section I. Correctional facilities will offer educational opportunities including, but not
limited to: GED, vocational, and recreational study programs to inmates. Inmates who
participate and successfully complete programs will receive the equal time spent in the
program off of their sentence (at a one day of class to one day off of sentence ratio).

5
6
7
8

Section II. The IDOC shall spend the appropriated funds strictly on educational resources.
The IDOC shall distribute these funds to individual correctional facilities at a rate of $1800
per inmate enrolled in educational programs. It is at each correctional facilities’ discretion
as to how to implement programs, internal or outside staff may be contracted.

9
10
11

Section III. The IDOC shall receive $1800 per inmate enrolled in educational programs
during their incarceration. The Illinois Treasury will issue treasury bonds to achieve funding
for this plan.

12
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Section IV. Inmates who are convicted of any offense during their incarceration shall be
expelled from the programs previously enrolled in and all time earned will no longer be
eliminated from their sentence. Re-admittance to a program is at the correctional facility’s
discretion.

16
17
18
19

Section V. Inmates convicted of Class X and/ or Class 1 felonies are ineligible to receive
time off their sentence, however, they will receive other privileges at their correctional
facilities discretion as compensation for participation and completion of educational
opportunities.

20
21

Section VI. Parole time of eligible inmates will be set after release date has been determined
from the time removed from their sentence from completion of educational programs.

22
23

Section VII. This Bill shall go into effect on January 1, 2016 upon the signature of the
Youth Governor of the State of Illinois.

H-G-24
LOBBYIST POSITION PAPER
Lobbyist Name:

Spence Hecht

Delegation:
Delegation:

Wheaton Warrenville South

Aligned with Preliminary Bill # : RI-63
I encourage the YMCA Youth Legislature to pass a bill that grants time off of an inmates sentence
equated with time spent in educational and vocational programs.
The current Illinois recidivism rate is 51.7%. This means that more than half the inmates will return to
prison within the next three years. The Illinois Department of Corrections’ annual spending on the
statewide Illinois prison system, not including municipal jails or county prisons, is over 1.7 billion
dollars, more than 35% over the budget of 1.2 million dollars. The current prison system is extremely
ineffective, leaving no options outside of returning to crime when inmates are released from prison.
By increasing the educational and vocational opportunities, inmates will be better prepared for life as
law abiding citizens when they are released from prison. A study by Rand Corporation found that
recidivism rates dropped by 43% when inmates have access to education opportunities. Because
inmates will receive the time spent in educational programs off of their sentence, the reduction in
recidivism is expected to be much greater than 43%, due to the incentive of attending classes. These
programs will in fact save the state of Illinois money and severely diminish the budget deficit by
decreasing the number of returning inmates. It is the difference between an measly 1,800 dollar
expenditure on education, that will change the life of a human being forever, or the 25,500 dollar
annual cost of housing a prisoner that will likely return less than 3 years after being released.
Inmate education programs in Illinois prisons would affect thousands of inmates, provide the means
for them to contribute to society, and lead safer, better lives.
Summary: I will support all legislation that provides for educational opportunities in Illinois
prisons.
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A PRAYER FOR THE SENATE

Dear Lord,

Thank you for this day. Thank you for letting us all
come together and present our bills and have so
much fun.

Lord, let our trip home be safe.

Amen

Representative Crissy Stearns
Chaplain of the Gray Senate
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Sixty
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Introduced by:

Referred to Committee: Gray 1

Senate Sponsor:

Colleen Ashby

House Sponsor:

Connor Storey

CoCo-Sponsors:

Luke Wilson, Amelia Quinn

Delegation:

Mount Vernon

A BILL
For an Act Amending Chapter 96 1/2, Section 615, of the Illinois Compiled Statutes,
relating to Oil and Gas Wells on Public Lands Act.
BE IT ENACTED BY THE YMCA YOUTH LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ILLINOIS.

1
2
3

Section I. The Department of Natural Resources shall not be able to grant a land lease for
the extraction of natural gas, oil, or any other mineral resource on grounds of a state park
or historic site.

4
5
6

Section II. A historic site is defined as an official location where pieces of political, military,
cultural, or social history have been preserved due to their cultural heritage value. These
sites are typically recognized with the official national historical site status.

7
8

Section III. The penalty for committing such acts will be an amount of $5,000 per day for
each violation, not to exceed $50,000.

9
10

Section IV. This Bill shall go into effect on July 1, 2015 upon the signature of the Youth
Governor of the State of Illinois.

S-G-01

LOBBYIST POSITION PAPER
Lobbyist Name:

Miranda Gray

Delegation:
Delegation:

Mt. Vernon Township High School

Aligned with Preliminary Bill # : RIII-16
I encourage the YMCA Youth Legislature to pass a bill that will outlaw the leasing of land in state
parks for the use of oil drilling.
The government should be mandated to outlaw the leasing of land in state parks for the use of oil
drilling because this poses a huge risk to the environment. With drilling come spills of oil, waste
water, and drilling fluids. All of these are very harmful to the environment. For an example, a pipeline
burst and spilled a thousand barrels of oil into Yellow Stone River. In the 56 minutes it took Exxon
Mobil to seal off the line, an estimated 42,000 gallons of oil leaked into the river. 1,000 workers
were involved in the helping of cleaning up the mass spill. It cost about $135 million to clean up after
the oil spill including removing the broken pipeline. These parks should be available for all to see. If
damaged by drilling mishaps, these parks will not be available to future generations. You can really
benefit from the differences in a before and after picture of an oil spill. There is much change to how
much land, wildlife, and water can be affected.
Drilling has the potential to disrupt tourist’s enjoyment of the state parks. Drilling involves not only
the construction of the well pad, but the entire infrastructure including roads, pipelines, and truck
traffic. Drilling creates a larger area of disturbance than actually meets the eye. One wishes to enjoy
their time, without having the noise and truck traffic in their immediate vicinity.
Outlawing the leasing of land in state parks for drilling will protect our state parks for future
generations. It also enables citizens to view these state treasures without the noise and disruption
drilling causes.
Summary: I will support all legislation that outlaws the leasing of land on state parks for the use of
oil drilling.
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Introduced by:
Senate Sponsor:

Referred to Committee: Gray 1
Dena Potacki

House Sponsor:

Nat Graves

CoCo-Sponsors:

Danielle Golob, Xavier Sanchez

Delegation:

Stagg
A BILL

For an Act Amending 510 ILCS 5/3, of the Illinois Compiled Statutes, relating to
microchipping household animals.
BE IT ENACTED BY THE YMCA YOUTH LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ILLINOIS.

1
2
3

Section I. This bill institutes the mandating of microchipping household animals,
such as canines and felines, before they are removed from adoption shelters or
breeders and put into their owner’s care.

4
5
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Section II. This bill requires the microchipping of household animals such as canines and
felines, but leaves the choice of microchipping other household pets such as rodents, birds,
bunnies, amphibians, reptiles, arachnids, etc., to the discretion of the owner.

7
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Section III. The microchip will be injected into the animal through a needle by a trained
veterinarian during the routine shots that an animal undergoes before being adopted. This
chip will carry the animal’s name, owner’s name, address, and shot information. The animal’s
information and shot information will be updated through an internet database and kept up
to date by The Animal and Plant Health Inspection Services of Illinois.

12
13

Section IV. The purpose of this bill is to avoid lost animals being euthanized or put in a
shelter because the animal’s owners are unknown.

14
15
16
17
18
19

Section V. The Animal and Plant Health Inspection Services of Illinois will fund the
microchipping of the animals to reduce the financial burden on the owners. The funds
raised from fines acquired from breeders and shelters that do now follow the required
microchipping procedures will help fund the costs of microchips. The microchip costs about
$50. The cost of the microchip and its implantation will be included in the adoption costs of
the animal.
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20
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Section VI. The Animal and Plant Health Inspection Services of Illinois will be in charge of
ensuring that dog breeders are aware of this law and issuing penalties for those who do
not follow this law.

23
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27

Section VII. Any animal breeder or adoption shelter that and does not follow these guidelines
is subject to the penalties for breaking this law that include a $200 ticket for the first
offense. Upon the second and third offenses the fine will increase to $500. Upon the
fourth offense, the shelter/breeder’s license to operate may be in jeopardy and they
will have to make an appearance in court to defend themselves.

28
29
30

Section VIII. The funds obtained from the fines of breeders and shelters who do not
follow this law will be used as financial support for other breeders and shelters to
microchip animals.

31
32

Section IX. This Bill shall go into effect on July 1st, 2015 upon the signature of the Youth
Governor of the State of Illinois.

S-G-02

LOBBYIST POSITION PAPER
Lobbyist Name: Mia Moustakas
Delegation: Stagg High School
Aligned with Preliminary Bill#: RII - 31

I encourage the YMCA Youth Legislature to pass a bill that mandates microchipping canines and
felines and encourages, but is not required for rodents, birds, fish, bunnies, amphibians, reptiles,
and arachnids to the discretion of the owner.
Currently, pet owners have the option to microchip their canines and felines; as of now, only
58% of owners choose to do so. Of the 42% left, nearly 2 million of those animals are taken
from their homes or lost each year, and 90% of those lost or stolen will never be recovered. In
mandating microchipping felines and canines, that 90% never returned to the owner will
decrease dramatically. Only 22% of lost animals that entered animal shelters were reunited with
their owners. However, the return-to-owner rate for microchipped animals was over 52%-- a
238% increase.
The microchip is no bigger than a grain of rice and the procedure follows the same routine as a
regular vaccination. The microchip will last a lifetime and there is no possibility of it falling out
along with becoming worn out, as dog tags can do. Although, tags are still strongly
recommended for a household animal.
Microchips will help save the lives of many of pets. By mandating microchipping for canines and
felines, it will reduce the number of lost or sheltered pets and increase the number of pets
returned to owners .
Summary: I will support all legislation that promotes microchipping canines and felines, and
leaving it to the discretion of the owner(s) to microchip birds, reptiles, etc.

S-G-02

LOBBYIST POSITION PAPER

Lobbyist Name:

Ashley Udaykee

Delegation:
Delegation:

Stagg

Aligned with Preliminary Bill #: RII-31

I encourage the YMCA Youth Legislature to pass a bill that mandates microchipping canines and felines and
encourages but is not required for rodents, birds, fish, bunnies, amphibians, reptiles, and arachnids to the
discretion of the owner.
At this point in time, pet owners have the option to microchip their pets. This microchip would be effective
as it would use radio frequency waves to transmit information about your pet such as the
owners’ name, address and phone number, etc. Following the passing of this bill, pet owners would be
mandated to microchip their canines and felines but leaves microchipping birds, reptiles, etc. to the
discretion of the owner, in order to help reduce the number of animals put into shelters or euthanized. 15%
of people had a lost dog or cat within the last five years. This number is lower than normal. 15% of dogs
were recovered because of a microchip.
The microchip will last a lifetime so there is no worrying about tags falling off or becoming unreadable
although pet owners are still encouraged to have a tag for their pets. The procedure of getting a microchip
implanted is as easy as getting a vaccination or routine shot. By implanting a microchip, pets would be less
likely to be left in shelters and put down.
Microchips would help save the lives of a lot of pets. By mandating microchipping for canines and felines, it
will reduce the number of lost or sheltered pets.
Summary: I will support all legislation that promotes microchipping canines and felines, and leaving it to
the discretion of the owner(s) to microchip birds, reptiles, etc.

S-G-02

LOBBYIST POSITION PAPER
Lobbyist Name:

Elizabeth Vollinger

Delegation:

Stagg High School

Aligned with Preliminary Bill #: RII-31

Our bill is about microchipping puppies. We want the puppies to be microchipped before they
are adopted into a new family. The chip information will consist of the puppy’s name, owner,
address, and shot records and information. We are proposing this bill because we are trying to
minimize and avoid the amount of the lost puppies being checked into a shelter or ordered to be
put down if they have an owner. This will reduce the amount of dogs in pounds and shelters, and
will speed up the locating process after your dog runs loose.
Also, this will decrease the amount of money that is used to put stray dogs down from a result
of a crowded shelter. These microchip injections will not hurt your pet anymore than a routine
vaccination would. It is injected under the loose skin between the shoulder blades. The cost of
having this microchip implanted by a veterinarian is around $45. The size of the microchip is
slightly bigger than a grain of rice so the animals won’t feel it floating around and won’t affect
their mobility.
The idea of microchipping was invented in 1985 and seeing that it’s been 29 years since then,
times and technology has changed drastically for both humans and animals alike.
Summary: I will support the bill of microchipping of puppies, as they are harmless, painless, and
well priced.
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Introduced by:
Senate Sponsor:

Referred to Committee: Gray 6
Pratik Kamat

House Sponsor:

Arvind Kumar

CoCo-Sponsors:

David Bailey

Delegation:

Stevenson

A BILL

For an Act creating Chapter 225, Section 475, of the Illinois Compiled Statutes, relating to
Retail Stores.
BE IT ENACTED BY THE YMCA YOUTH LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ILLINOIS.

1
2

Section I. All retail stores shall be required to display prices inclusive of all applicable taxes
in the store’s location in order to be granted a retail license for a given year.

3
4

Section II. Taxes that must be included in the displayed price include but are not limited to
state sales tax, local sales tax, county sales tax, excise taxes, and consumption taxes .

5
6
7

Section III. A retail store is defined as any establishment that is classified under the
Retailers’ Occupation Tax Act under Chapter 35, Section 120 of the Illinois Compiled
Statutes.

8
9

Section IV. This Bill shall go into effect on January 1st, 2016 upon the signature of the
Youth Governor of the State of Illinois.
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Introduced by:

Referred to Committee: Gray 2

Senate Sponsor:

Albert Lucenti

House Sponsor:

Branden Hentrich

CoCo-Sponsors:

Paul Garcia, Emily Joyce

Delegation:

Lake Park
A BILL

For an Act creating Chapter 725, section 250, of the Illinois Compiled Statutes, relating to
Police Ammunition.
BE IT ENACTED BY THE YMCA YOUTH LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ILLINOIS.

1
2

Section I. This act requires that all municipal police officers use plastic bullets rather than
metal bullets in their handguns.
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Section II. If any municipal police officer is found using a handgun with metal bullets, the
first offense will result in a state police officer supervising said officer for a duration of one
month. The second offense will result in a suspension of the officer without pay for one
month. The third offense will result in termination of employment from the municipal police
force.

8
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Section III. There will be no funding necessary for this bill. Rather than municipal police
forces purchasing metal bullets, they will instead purchase plastic bullets.
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Section IV. State police officers do not need to replace their metal bullets with plastic
bullets. Only officers of municipalities within Illinois must replace their metal bullets with
plastic bullets.
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Section V. This Bill shall go into effect on January 1, 2016 upon the signature of the Youth
Governor of the State of Illinois.

S-G-04

LOBBYIST POSITION PAPER
Lobbyist Name:

Kyle Rittmueller

Delegation:
Delegation:

Lake Park High School

Aligned with Preliminary Bill # : RI-08

I encourage the YMCA Youth Legislature to pass a bill that will require municipal police to carry
plastic bullets instead of metal bullets.
Municipal police officers should be required to use plastic bullets instead of metal bullets unless the
situation requires it. Many innocent people have died because of police officers using metal bullets.
12,000 Americans died in 2008 alone because of guns. Most of those could have possibly been
eliminated if the police officers involved in those shootings were using plastic bullets instead of metal
bullets. Plastic bullets will increase the safety of innocents in the crossfire and from criminals who
take a police officer’s gun and try to cause havoc.
The force is not usually deadly, but it is extremely potent. Experts compare the wallop to being
punched by a professional boxer or being hit by a major-league pitcher hurling a 100-mile-an-hour
fastball. This shows the plastic bullets are strong enough to hurt the person; however it is less deadly
than metal bullets. It will make it easier for officers to subdue criminals without a risk of killing them,
especially with a suspect who isn’t defiantly guilty. Lida Rodriguez-Taseff, president of the American
Civil Liberties Union of Miami, said beanbags, plastic bullets and other impact devices are only
effective when combined with the proper training. With the proper training police officers will become
informed about the safety that is required with these bullets and how to use them effectively. By the
year 2003, according to the federal Centers for Disease Control and Prevention, gunfire will have
surpassed auto accidents as the leading cause of injury death in the United States. Most of these can
be avoided if only police officers were using plastic bullets instead of metal ones. Plastic ones are
safer. This allows more people to survive by getting shot by plastic ones compared to metal bullets,
which have a greater chance to kill people.
With police officers with plastic bullets it will make the general population safer from crossfire.
Requiring plastic bullets will allow police officers to shoot a criminal with little risk of the bullet
actually killing the criminal, which will allow the police to make sure that the criminal is actually guilty
of the crime.
Summary: I will support all legistlation that promotes the use of different ammunition for police
officers.

S-G-04

LOBBYIST POSITION PAPER
Lobbyist Name:

Jack Slade

Delegation:
Delegation:

Lake Park High School

Aligned with Preliminary Bill # : RI - 08
I encourage the YMCA youth legislature to pass a bill that mandates municipal police officers to use
plastic bullets as opposed to metal bullets.
The municipal police should be using plastic bullets as opposed to metal bullets. This is because these
bullets are cheaper. Between 1995 and 1996, 15 innocent people were struck by metal bullets. One
major problem with these bullets is there is a possibility of the bullets going through people and
hitting innocent people by accident. That year, 55% of the innocent people were hit by missed targets,
and 33% were hit by bullets going through innocent people. This is a problem that isn’t applicable to
plastic bullets, since they can’t shoot straight through a human body.
This problem isn’t only dangerous to bystanders, police officers are also affected by these instances.
44 police officers were shot by metal ammunition. Two were stuck by ricochet, and 17 were shot by
bullets that penetrated other targets.
Plastic bullets would be beneficial to all people, not only because they are cheaper, because they are
less dangerous than metal bullets.
Summary: I will suport legislation that promotes the use of plastic bullets and the saftey of the
common people.
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Reilly Higgs

House Sponsor:

Casey Harris

CoCo-Sponsors:

Monica VanDuyne

Delegation:

Lake Park
A BILL

For an Act Creating Chapter 720, Section 6, of the Illinois Compiled Statutes,
relating to abortion in Illinois.
BE IT ENACTED BY THE YMCA YOUTH LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ILLINOIS.

1
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3

Section I. An abortion facility may not be open nor operate in Illinois without the
appropriate licenses and a physician who is continuously re-certified in emergency
care.
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Section II. Each abortion facility must have a separate license. A license is not
transferable or assignable. An applicant for an abortion facility license must
submit an application to Illinois State Medical Licensing Board. Each application
must be accompanied by a nonrefundable license fee in an amount set by the board.
The application must contain evidence that there are one or more physicians on the
staff of the facility who are licensed by the Illinois State Board of Medical
Examiners.
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Section III. The board shall issue a license if, after inspection and investigation, it
finds that the applicant and the abortion facility meet the requirements of this
chapter and the standards adopted under this chapter. As a condition for renewal
of a license, the licensee must submit to the department the annual license renewal
fee and an annual report. The department shall inspect an abortion facility at
random, unannounced, and at reasonable times as necessary to ensure compliance
with the regulations. The department shall inspect an abortion facility before
renewing the facility's license.

RI-12

S-G-05
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Section IV. Each facility must have same quality of rooms for all ethnicities,
sexualities, and economic levels. Each facility must have a licensed physician
employed at facility at all times. The physicians must be licensed under the
regulations of Illinois State Medical Licensing Board. These physicians must
oversee procedures performed by non-licensed physicians. Each facility must also
have a physician who is re-certified in emergency health care every year.
Instruments used during procedures must be sterilized between procedures and
between days. Each facility must offer follow-up appointments with patients
between one week and one month after procedure. Each facility must offer
psychological consultations for patients before and after procedures.
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Section V. The Illinois State Medical Licensing Board may immediately suspend or
revoke a license when the health and safety of persons are threatened. If an
abortion facility violates these regulations, at a first offense they will be
temporarily closed for one month and must pay a fine of $1,000. In the case of a
second violation, the facility will be closed for three months and fined $2,000. If a
third violation occurs, the facility will be closed down for a minimum of sixth
months and must be re-licensed before they can re-open. The facility will also be
fined $5,000.
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Section VI. All fees collected under this chapter shall be deposited in the state
treasury to the credit of the abortion facility licensing fund and may be
appropriated to the department only to administer and enforce this chapter.

40
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Section VII. This Bill shall go into effect on January 1st, 2016 upon the signature
of the Youth Governor of the State of Illinois.

S-G-05

LOBBYIST POSITION PAPER
Lobbyist Name:

Caroline Dickerson

Delegation:
Delegation:

Lake Park High School

Aligned with Preliminary Bill # : RI-12
I encourage the YMCA Youth Legislature to pass a bill that sets standards for abortion facilities to
ensure the health and safety of patients.
The standards of this bill are very reasonable. They require an abortion facility to be staffed by a
physician certified in emergencies and licensed by the Illinois State Board of Medical Examiners.
Without a licensing requirement and proper staffing, persons without training or proper levels of skill
could be allowed to perform medical procedures in an unsafe manner. Also, if no one is certified in
dealing with emergencies, they won’t know how to help a patient whose life is in danger. Another
requirement is sterilization of equipment, and providing for follow-up appointments and psychological
consultations for patients. This helps to prevent patients from suffering from disease or regret based
depression following an abortion. A final requirement is for each facility to provide access on a nondiscriminatory basis, regardless of race, ethnicity, sexual orientation or economic level.
Abortion facilities should be mandated to reach these standards. In the Kermit Gosnell case, Gosnell,
the doctor, was found guilty of overdosing a patient and killing 3 babies (he got off on the death of
the 4th baby). But being convicted wouldn’t bring those babies and that women back to life. We
shouldn’t just deal with the crime after it happens. We must work to prevent it in the first place. And
that is the goal of this bill, to save the lives before they are lost. If Gosnell’s clinic had to meet the
standards of this bill, then he would have been shut down before he could have committed these
atrocities. He had been running his clinic illegally for years but with no oversight or regulations, there
was nothing to stop him from committing his heinous crimes. When it comes time to vote, just think
of Gosnell snapping one of those poor babies’ spines in half and how we could have kept this from
happening.
Summary: I support all legislation that increases standards for abortion facilities.
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Senate Sponsor:

Dance McCance

House Sponsor:

Robert Reichert

CoCo-Sponsors:

Jacob Mateyka, Brennan Burdo

Delegation:

Oswego High School
A BILL

For an Act amending chapter 625 section 5, of the Illinois Compiled Statutes, relating to
speed restrictions.
BE IT ENACTED BY THE YMCA YOUTH LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ILLINOIS.
1
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Section I. This bill revises speed limits across the sections of interstate highways located
within Illinois in order to better serve the users.
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Section II. New speed minimums will be placed on the interstate highways with six lanes.
The left will be 70 mph and the center will be 55 mph. Vehicles that are unable to sustain a
speed of 40 mph will not be allowed on the highway. Different speed limits will be enforced
for different times of day. There will be a speed limit of 95 mph during daylight hours;
whereas, at night the speed limit will be 85 mph. Daylight hours will be considered half-anhour before sunrise and half-an-hour after sunset.
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Section III. The penalties for exceeding the speed limit will remain as they currently are.
There will also be varying penalties for any individual involved in a crash, ranging from a
monetary fine to a jail sentence.
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Section IV. The Illinois State Police Department will continue to enforce the laws.
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Section V. A portion of the funds collected from tolls will be used to fund the new signage
on highways to alert drivers of the new rules.
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Section VI. This bill shall go into effect on January 1st, 2016 upon the signature of the
Youth Governor of the State of Illinois.

S-G-06

LOBBYIST POSITION PAPER
Lobbyist Name:

Ryan Davey

Delegation:
Delegation:

Oswego High School

Aligned with Preliminary Bill #: RI-37
Speed limits are defined as the maximum speed of a vehicle that is legally permitted on a given stretch
of road. As we learned about the rules of the road we were taught that speed limits were put in place to
protect the citizens, but is that the true purpose of speed limits?
When was the last time you drove on the highway? You probably were speeding weren’t you? Unless you
are 1 in 20 Illinois citizens that drive the speed limit on the highway. It’s because you were following
the flow of traffic. You were still safe.
On Illinois highways, 2.2% of all motor vehicle accidents were speed related. Accidents on Illinois
highways can be caused by the fact that the speeds of drivers are all different. If speed limits were
raised then drivers would be significantly safer because they would actually driving the speed limit and
everyone on the highway would be safer.
The Illinois government is taking away money from its citizens through speeding tickets, and causing a
person’s insurance to rise up. Won’t people drive as fast as they feel comfortable? And, what makes an
arbitrary number of 65 mph safe but 66 mph unsafe?
We are all familiar with the famous German highway Autobahn that has no speed limit. Even without a
posted speed limit, drivers still tend to drive approximately 80 mph, because that is the speed of which
they feel safe.
Lower speed limits do not save gas. If speed limit were based on the actual speed of the traffic, the
traffic flow would be more consistent. Higher fuel consumption is caused because an acceleration speed
is different. Having higher speed limits would have a positive effect on fuel consumption because the
amount of braking and accelerating would be significantly low.
Illinois state highways should have higher speed limits. The safety of the people is not the reason
have speed limits, it is for the comfort and security of the government thinking they are doing the right
thing.
Summary: I will support all legislation that promotes lower speed restrictions.
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Senate Sponsor:

Nell Rosenthal

House Sponsor:

Kendall Bond

CoCo-Sponsors:

Anastasia Vlassov, Christina Adams

Delegation:

Wheaton Warrenville South

A BILL
For an Act Creating Chapter 110, Section 1025, of the Illinois Compiled Statutes, relating to sexual
assault on college campuses.
BE IT ENACTED BY THE YMCA YOUTH LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ILLINOIS.

1
2
3
4

Section I. Our bill states that all public and private universities in the state of Illinois are required to
create or make available a health center specifically segregated for the purpose of assisting victims
of rape or sexual assault. Including an on call physician and counselor, this health center will
specifically provide physical and emotional care.
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Section II. Additionally, at the center, all reported cases of sexual assault will be reported to the city
police within a 24 hour period.
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Section III. If colleges do not follow this proposed bill by the year 2017, they will be required to pay
a fine of $500,000 to Illinois’ Department of Public Health which will then be redistributed to
existing rape crisis centers. Illinois’ Department of Public Health will be the enforcing agency for this
bill. Colleges that raise money and provide a facility within the first year will receive a grant based on
the amount of students enrolled at the college.
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Section IV. The funds for this bill will be taken out of the college’s initial funds to build or obtain the
separate center and hire its employees that will specifically go towards this cause. Additional
fundraisers are encouraged.
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Section V. This Bill shall go into effect on June 1st, 2015 upon the signature of the Youth Governor
of the State of Illinois.

S-G-07

LOBBYIST POSITION PAPER
Lobbyist Name:

Sarina Benoit

Delegation:
Delegation:

Wheaton Warrenville South High School

Aligned with Preliminary Bill # : RI-67
I encourage the YMCA Youth Legislature to pass a bill that states all public and private universities in
the state of Illinois are required to create or make available a health center specifically segregated
for the purpose of assisting victims of rape or sexual assault.
The universities available in Illinois should be safe places for all students to learn and obtain degrees
to go into a stable job and life. When rape or sexual assault occurs it can hurt the victim, scar them
for life, and ruin concentration in classes which is why they are in college in the first place. To aid
these victims, our bill will propose that each university in Illinois will provide a health center with a
segregated section for sexual assault cases. This will help more cases to be reported and give help to
the victims.
This bill is important because sexual assault is a real and pressing problem. As reported by the
Bureau of Justice Statistics, there are 35.3 incidents of sexual assault per 1,000 female students on
a campus. As stated by Kathleen Hirsch, at least 1 in 4 college women will be the victim of a sexual
assault during her academic career. These numbers are striking, and they show and prove that sexual
assault is prevalent and in need of the solution our bill brings. As stated by the Bureau of Justice
Statistics, 48.8% of college women who were victims of attacks that met the definition of rape did
not consider what happened to them rape. This shocking percentage is frightening, showing that
there are ultimately more cases of sexual assault than known because women are not even aware of
what sexual assault consists of. With our bill, colleges will be able to provide the understanding
needed to help students to know when a friend is in trouble, or when they themselves are.
These health care facilities in colleges will aid in the knowledge of sexual assault and the treatment
for victims. By requiring health care facilities to be created in all universities in Illinois, many more
students can keep from becoming victims, and help those who are victims.
Summary: I will support all Legislation that promotes the creation of health care facilities with a
segregated section for sexual assault victims in all universities in Illinois.
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Senate Sponsor:
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House Sponsor:
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Sponsors:

Ali Webb, Kourtney King

Delegation:

SesserSesser-Valier

A BILL
For an Act Amending Chapter 625, Section 5, of the Illinois Compiled Statutes, relating to
seatbelts on Illinois school buses.
BE IT ENACTED BY THE YMCA YOUTH LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ILLINOIS.

1

Section I. All Illinois public school buses must be equipped with seatbelts.
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Section II. The amount of seatbelts must be able to secure the maximum capacity of
students set by each school bus.
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Section III. Failure to comply with these regulations will result in a one-thousand dollar
($1,000) fine to be paid by the school.
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Section IV. It will be up to the schools to contract a bus company who meets the seatbelt
requirements. The added cost can be paid for through grants.
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Section V. The Illinois Department of Transportation will be the regulator.
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Section VI. This Bill shall go into effect on January 1, 2020 upon the signature of the Youth
Governor of the State of Illinois.

RI-10

S-G-09
STATE OF ILLINOIS
Sixty
Sixty-Sixth Session
Illinois Youth Legislature

Introduced by:

Referred to Committee: Gray 3

Senate Sponsor:

Derek Schneider

House Sponsor:

Dan Fitzgerald

CoCo-Sponsors:

Michael Dux, Anne Mou

Delegation:

Lake Park
A BILL

For an Act Creating Chapter 10, Section 5, of the Illinois Compiled Statutes, relating to
Election Code.
BE IT ENACTED BY THE YMCA YOUTH LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ILLINOIS.
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Section I. This bill will limit the number of terms a candidate can serve in the Illinois General
Assembly to three (3) in the House of Representatives and two (2) in the Senate. Those that
currently work in the General Assembly that have served more than their allowed maximum
number of terms at the implementation of this bill will not be allowed to apply for candidacy
for the next election.
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Section II. Those that have exceeded the term limit and currently hold office in the General
Assembly will complete their current term before stepping down from their position.
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Section III. Candidates that have a legal familial relation (by blood or legal documentation)
to any previous representative who has reached the maximum number of terms must wait
until three (3) terms after the end of their kin’s last term before running for the house that
said family member worked in.
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Section IV. The penalty for attempting to run for election after the maximum number of
terms have been reached will result in immediate termination of candidacy for office. The
enforcement of these requirements shall be conducted by the Illinois Election Board.
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Section V. This bill will not require extraneous funds to effectively enforce.
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Section VI. This Bill shall go into effect on January 1, 2016 upon the signature of the Youth
Governor of the State of Illinois.

S-G-09

LOBBYIST POSITION PAPER

Lobbyist Name:

Sunjith Achanta

Delegation:
Delegation:

Lake Park High School

Aligned with Preliminary Bill #: RI-10

I encourage the YMCA Youth Legislature to pass a bill that limits terms a candidate can serve in
the Illinois General to three terms in the House of Representatives and two in the Senate.
Term limits would be very beneficial for the state of Illinois. Term limits remain popular with
state electorates, even after much time has passed. It encourages competition in what would
otherwise be a monopolized state legislative election. It allows minorities to enter the legislative
process much more smoothly and are more likely to be heard if the election is implementing
term-limits. It allows more young people to enter without allowing people who are elderly to be
elected for many terms.
Term limits are very popular with the general public as proven by polling. From 1990 to 1995
legislative term limits were able to pass in 18 states with an average of 68% voter support. By
the end of 2000 it had affected over 700 legislative seats. In 2008 it affected seven more
states. It also limits financial disparities during campaigning. The money allotted to each
incumbent is on average $160,000 more than their challenger.
Overall term limits help the state of Illinois reduce corruption and help more people young
people and their renewed ideas enter the legislative process.
Summary: I support all legislation that will limit terms for legislators in the Illinois General
Assembly.
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Senate Sponsor:

Mary (Crissy) Stearns

House Sponsor:

Josh Cowley

CoCo-Sponsors:

Bradley Evens and Zach Berger

Delegation:

Murphysboro High School
A BILL

For an Act to amend 105ILCS 5/18-8.05 , of the Illinois Compiled Statutes, relating to
school funding.
BE IT ENACTED BY THE YMCA YOUTH LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ILLINOIS.
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Section I. In Illinois K-12 education receives its funding primarily from two sources: Local
tax, and state aid. The current formulas create a large difference in per-pupil spending in
districts with a high tax base and those in rural or depressed areas which lack a high tax
base. This proposal attempts to level the playing field by basing state aid on the revenue a
district is able to generate from its tax base. The ultimate goal is to provide equal
education to all students in Illinois
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Section II. The potential revenue for each district will be based on an estimated average
percent of 4.5% tax on assessed property value. Each individual district’s actual tax levy
may be higher or lower than this average.
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State aid will be calculated in this way:
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First the target spending per pupil shall be generated based on these numbers:

12
13
14

Total spending per pupil equals total state education money available divided by total
number of pupils in state added to the total assessed value of the real state taxes
multiplied by .045 divided by total number of pupils in the state
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Section III. The aid per student will be calculated in the following manner:
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District aid per student equals total potential spending per pupils minus total assessed real
estate taxes multiplied by .045 divided by the total numbers of students in the district.
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Section IV. This Bill shall go into effect on July 1 2015, upon the signature of the Youth
Governor of the State of Illinois.
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Senate Sponsor:

Joey Michaud

House Sponsor:

Zachary Woosley

CoCo-Sponsors:

Brendan Hill, Rachel Kirsch

Delegation:

Mount Vernon

A BILL
For an Act amending section 625, of the Illinois Compiled Statutes, relating to school bus
safety.
BE IT ENACTED BY THE YMCA YOUTH LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ILLINOIS.
1
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Section I. Requires all new regulation school buses that are intended for the transportation
of children to be equipped with a minimum of two lap belts per bench seat.
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Section II. If a school, person, or governmental entity fails to obtain a school bus with seats
equiped with two lap belts per bench seat, the punishment shall be a $5000 fine for the
owners of the bus. If the owners fails to address the fine, an equal fine will be filed to the
owner every six months. The owner must send proof of the seat belt transaction to the
local Department of Motor Vehicles who will file proof of transaction with state Department
of Transportaion.
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Section III. This Bill shall go into effect on August 1, 2015 upon the signature of the Youth
Governor of the State of Illinois.

S-G-11

LOBBYIST POSITION PAPER
Lobbyist Name:

Lauren Heinzman

Delegation:

Mt. Vernon Township High School

Aligned with Preliminary Bill #:

RIII- 22

I encourage the YMCA youth legislature to pass this bill that requires all new regulation school
buses that are intended for the transport of children to be equipped with a minimum of 2 lap
belts per bench seat.
Over 22 million children ride home on a school bus a day. Buses need to be equipped with
seatbelts for child protection. According to the National Highway Traffic Safety Administration
(NHTSA), if a crash were to occur, a child wearing a seatbelt would have less chance of death or
injury than a child not wearing a seatbelt. Wearing seatbelts will improve passenger behavior
and reduce driver distractions. In 2005, on average, 63,000 buses (of all kinds) are involved in
an accident each year; 14,000 result in injury and 325 result in fatal injury.
I know from personal experience of an accident that resulted in a death and several injuries
when a bus slipped off the road due to icy conditions. I believe the injuries could have been
minimized if the students were wearing seatbelts.
Seatbelts in buses will help protect our children. Mandating seatbelts in Illinois will cause the
death and injury rate to decrease dramatically.
Summary: I will support all legislations that promote seatbelts on buses.

S-G-11

LOBBYIST POSITION PAPER

Lobbyist Name:

Sydney Morgan

Delegation:

Mount Vernon

Aligned with Preliminary Bill: Rlll-22

I encourage the YMCA Youth Legislature to pass a bill that mandates seat belts on school buses.
Requiring passengers of school transportation to wear lap belts will reduce fatal injuries by 45%
according to the NHTSA(National Highway Traffic Safety Administration). Seat belts will also
improve bus behavior and remove distractions from the bus driver. This also allows the driver to
be more focused on the road and not the passengers;reducing the risk of an accident occurring.
Installing seat belts would not lower the carrying capacity allowed on most standard school
buses. There can be about three seat belts per seat and at a minimum of two.
It will not be a requirement to wear them, but is highly recommended. Enforcement of the usage
of the belts should not be a problem. Our generation has been taught to wear seat belts since
we were born. Therefore, many children will put on the seat belt naturally. Having seat belts on
buses will encourage good safety habits as well.
Seat belts would not slow down the evacuation process during a fire, or any incident. An
uninjured child will evacuate much quicker than that of a child who has been injured. Practice of
evacuation should also be taking place at their school. This includes teaching the children how to
efficiently remove the seat belt, and themselves from the school bus in time of an emergency.
Summary: I will support all legislation that promotes lap belts on all school buses used for child
transportation.
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Senate Sponsor:

Claire Kredens

House Sponsor:

Angelica Revethis

CoCo-Sponsors:

Jessica Gbur, Hayley Madura

Delegation:

Stagg
A BILL
For an Act Creating Chapter 122 Section 105 Paragraph 10-24, of the Illinois Compiled
Statutes, relating to relating to dress code.
BE IT ENACTED BY THE YMCA YOUTH LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ILLINOIS.
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Section I. All public schools will need to follow a standard, equal dress code for all genders.
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Section II. Under the requirement, any type of pants may be worn so long as they are not seethrough. Shoes must be worn at all times, therefore all soles of feet must be covered.
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Section III. Shirts must cover the individual’s back, stomach, and pectoral area, however
shoulders may be shown .
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Section IV. Shorts, skirts, skorts, and dresses may be worn, but must completely cover the
buttocks at all times. Undergarments and bathing suits are not considered clothing.
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Section V. No racial, drug, alcohol, or sexual references are to be made on any of the
individual’s clothing. Hats are allowed as long as the height does not exceed 2 inches a bout
crown of head. Masks are prohibited while on school property.
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Section VI. Any student who does not follow the statewide dress code, will be given a
recorded/written warning. If the student violates the cod e again, they will be forced to
change into their gym uniform. If the individual violates once more, they will be given a
detention.
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Section VII. Failure to follow these regulations will result in a partial loss of funding
determined by the Illinois State School Board.
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Section VIII. This bill shall go into effect on August 1, 2015 upon signature of the Youth
Governor of the state of Illinois.

S-G-12

LOBBYIST POSITION PAPER
Lobbyist Name:

Margaret Polk

Delegation:
Delegation:

Stagg

Aligned with Preliminary Bill #: RII-34

I encourage the YMCA Youth Legislature to pass a bill that creates a standard dress code for all
public schools in Illinois.
Our schools should be mandated to abide by a standardized dress code because it will create a sense
of equality between male and female students. This will also allow for the conversation of diminishing
rape culture within the younger generations and will assist in ending gender objectifying.
A strict dress code causes lots of problems for students such as expression and conformity and
during the course of a survey in July of 2014, 34% of parents marked "Agree" or "Strongly Agree"
when proposed with the idea that dress codes have hindered self-expression and creativity. This
standardized dress code will allow both young men and women to freely express themselves through
not only clothing, but certain hairstyles and other things that have been deemed unfit.
Enforcing a strict dress code can place the focus of school on clothing more than education. Strict
dress codes also tend to showcase more things that females cannot wear or do as opposed to males.
The idea that female student should have to waste time changing their clothing as opposed to
learning because what they are wearing is "inappropriate" and "distracting" is completely related to
rape culture and gender objectifying. Scott Key, Ph.D., has warned that a dress code can actually
hinder a student's opportunity to learn about other cultures and lifestyles.
Summary: I will support all legislation that promotes a standardized dress code for all public schools
in Illinois.

RI-48

S-G-13

STATE OF ILLINOIS
Sixty
Sixty-Sixth Session
Illinois Youth Legislature

Introduced by:

Referred to Committee: Gray 4

Senate Sponsor:

Michelle Ling

House Sponsor:

Varun Malhotra

CoCo-Sponsors:

Kazuma Shimanaka

Delegation:

Stevenson High School
A BILL

For an Act Creating Chapter 605 Section 6, of the Illinois Compiled Statutes, relating to the
Illinois Highway Code.
BE IT ENACTED BY THE YMCA YOUTH LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ILLINOIS.
1
2

Section I. This bill will henceforth create interstate or route shields directing interstate
traffic flow to be painted on the highways of Illinois.

3
4

Section II. All shields painted will follow the Federal Highway Administration Regulations
and Standard Highway Signs Manual.

5
6
7

Section III. This bill will be overseen by the Illinois Department of Transportation as well as
each individual district. Sign designations will also be up to the District Traffic Engineer’s
discretion.

8
9

Section IV. Signs will only be applied with thorough consideration and planning to ensure
signs are placed in efficient places such as exit only or through lanes.

10
11
12

Section V. Funding shall come from an increased tax of 1/64 cents per gallon on gasoline
from the original 62.8 cents per gallon. Any surplus shall be placed into the Illinois Highway
Fund.

13
14

Section IV. This Bill shall go into effect on Jan 1st, 2016 upon the signature of the Youth
Governor of the State of Illinois.

S-G-13

LOBBYIST POSITION PAPER

Lobbyist Name:

Giovanni Rodriguez

Delegation:

Stevenson

Aligned with Preliminary Bill #:

RI-48

I encourage the YMCA youth legislature to pass a bill that creates painted highway signs with
the purpose of directing automobiles in a safe and convenient method.
Highways should encourage good driving by developing the habit of maintaining focus on the
road ahead. Drivers who are easily distracted and not cautious can cause accidents. These
circumstances are easily preventable. Right now, in order for any motorist to effectively watch
the road they need to be constantly glancing upwards, and to the side, to find signs that direct
them to their desired destination. This accumulates with common hazards and distractions, such
as the weather or mobile phone use, and increases the chance of a collision. Data from the 100
Car Naturalistic Driving Study of adult drivers found that an increased cognitive load and eye
glances away from the road of a 2 second duration or more can double the chances of an
accident or near crash. Allowing drivers to remain focused on road itself can prevent this.
Painting highway signs without replacing the preexisting interstate or route shields will not be
difficult. The potentially new signs would follow Federal Highway Administration Regulations and
the state’s Standard Highway Signs manuel. In order to fund the project, a tax that increases the
price of gasoline by 1/64 of a cent of per gallon can be implemented. All work done to construct
the markers would be overseen by the Illinois Department of Transportation.
By creating new highway signs that do not require the driver to glance away from the road and
steering wheel, the risk of an accident will go down along with the number of injuries and
fatalities associated with them.
Summary: I will support legislation that can prevent accidents on state highways.

RIII-25

S-G-14
STATE OF ILLINOIS
Sixty
Sixty-Sixth Session
Illinois Youth Legislature

Introduced by:

Referred to Committee: Gray 5

Senate Sponsor:

Hannah Jones

House Sponsor:

Johnathon Galloway

CoCo-Sponsors:

Logan Barrett

Delegation:

SesserSesser-Valier
A BILL

For an Act Amending Chapter 20, Section 1, of the Illinois Compiled Statutes, relating to the
equipment of police officers with bodily worn recording devices.
BE IT ENACTED BY THE YMCA YOUTH LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ILLINOIS.
1
2

Section I. All police officers who serve in an Illinois city with a population of 12,000 and
above shall be required to wear a body camera.

3
4
5
6
7

Section II. All body cameras must meet the following minimum requirements: an automated
start trigger, a resolution of 640x480 pixels, a frame rate of 25 frames per second, the
ability to run continuously for at least 4 hours on a full battery, an on-board storage that
enables at least 4 hours of recording, and a low lux rating and/or an IR illuminator for
recording objects in low light.

8
9
10
11
12

Section III. Failure to provide proper explanation for disruptions in the video feed shall
result in thorough review of the time in question and appropriate disciplinary action if
necessary. Depending on the outcome of supervisory review, punitive action shall be taken
including but not be limited to: verbal reprimand, fines, suspension, termination,
imprisonment, etc.

13
14

Section IV. Funding shall be provided by increasing the surcharge on those convicted of DUI
from $100 to $150.

15
16

Section V. This Bill shall go into effect on January 1, 2016 upon the signature of the Youth
Governor of the State of Illinois.

S-G-14

LOBBYIST POSITION PAPER
Lobbyist Name:

Sadie Payne

Delegation:
Delegation:

SesserSesser-Valier High School

Aligned with Preliminary Bill #: RIII-25

I encourage the YMCA Youth Legislature to pass a bill that requires police officers to wear cameras
while on duty.
This bill will provide more protection for both police and suspects. When the officers were wearing
cameras there was an 88% decline in the number of complaints filed against officers. On average
there are 11 misconduct cases reported daily nationwide. According to nytimes.com, some police
departments are using miniaturized video cameras and their microphones to capture, in full detail,
officers’ interactions with civilians today. These cameras would resolve many conflicts that came up.
The cameras would cost between $200 and $400, depending on the type each department chooses.
To fund this, they would have to raise the fine for DUI’s. Force was twice as likely to be applied by
officers that were not wearing cameras. It has been noted that officers who apply force while
wearing cameras have always captured the incident.
According to policefoundation.org, Chief Tony Farrar of the Rialto (CA) Police Department recently
completed an extensive yearlong study to evaluate the effect of body-worn cameras on police useof-force. The findings suggest more than a 50% reduction in the total number of incidents of use-offorce compared to control-conditions, and nearly ten times more citizens’ complaints in the 12
month prior to the experiment. Although advocates and critics have made numerous claims regarding
body-worn cameras, there have been few balanced discussions of the benefits and problems
associated with the technology and even fewer discussions of the empirical evidence supporting or
refuting those claims.
Summary: I will support all legilation that requires police officers to wear cameras while on duty.

S-G-14

LOBBYIST POSITION PAPER
Lobbyist Name:

Grace Styve

Delegation:

Sesser-Valier High School

Aligned with Preliminary Bill #:

RIII-25

I encourage the YMCA Youth Legislature to pass a bill that requires our law enforcement officers
to wear body cameras.
Illinois police officers serving in a city with a population of 12,000 residents or more should be
mandated to wear body cameras because it will protect all residents in our state. These cameras
would document all police interaction with civilians. The video evidence these cameras would
provide would safeguard both the general public and the officers operating the cameras.

The New York Times reported on a police department in Rialto, California that performed an
experiment starting in February 2012 to document the effects of officer-worn body cameras.
After only 12 months formal complaints against Rialto officers plunged 88% and officer “use of
force” incidents dropped by 59%. Rialto Police Chief Tony Farrar stated “When you put a camera
on a police officer or anyone, the natural human reaction is that you behave a little more
professional. You follow the rules a little more. On the other side, if a citizen knows the officer
has a camera, that person acts and behaves a little bit more professional, too.”
The cameras would also reduce the need for prolonged investigations into controversies and
complaints. “This gives us that independent, unbiased witness...This will make our officers
safer,” Washington D.C. Police Chief Cathy Lanier told The Washington Post. “It will make our
department more transparent. It will also reduce the amount of time supervisors have to spend
investigating allegations.”
The use of body cameras by state law enforcement officers would benefit Illinois police practices
in a multitude of ways. These cameras would protect the public from police misconduct, and
protect officers from fraudulent accusations and complaints.
Summary: I will support all legislation that promotes the use of body cameras by law
enforcement officers.

RI-35

S-G-15

STATE OF ILLINOIS
Sixty--Sixth Session
Sixty
Illinois Youth Legislature
Introduced by:

Referred to Committee: Gray 5

Senate Sponsor:

Luke Pappas

House Sponsor:

Ethan Glaza

CoSponsors:
CoSponsors:

Patrick O'Leary, Brendan Karr

Delegation :

Stagg
A BILL

For an Act Repealing chapter 7 2 5 ILCS 150 , of the Illinois Compiled Statutes, relating to
Civil Forfeiture.
BE IT ENACTED BY THE YMCA YOUTH LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ILLINOIS.

1
2

Section I. Our bill will effectively eliminate the entire civil forfeiture chapter of the Illinois
Compiled Statutes.

3
4
5
6
7

Section II. The Chapter now states that police can obtain any privately owned object from a
citizen without a warrant if there is reason to believe said object is related to illegal
activity. Due to recent developments that give reason to believe civil forfeiture is being
used as a direct violation to the fourth and fifth amendments, it is reasonable to omit the
chapter completely.

8
9

Section III. Omitting this chapter will only allow police to seize property after a criminal
conviction or if the property owner confesses to a crime connected to that property.

10

Section IV. The enforcement of this bill will be handled by the Internal Affairs agency.

11
12

Section V. This Bill shall go into effect on January 1, 2016 upon the signature of the Youth
Governor of the State of Illinois.

S-G-15

LOBBYIST POSITION PAPER

Lobbyist Name:

Emily Panella

Delegation:
Delegation:

Stagg

Aligned with Preliminary Bill #: RII-35
I encourage the YMCA Youth Legislature to pass a bill that mandates that police can not obtain any
privately owned object from a citizen without a warrant.
The Courts and Lawmakers have established legal protection to make sure that law enforcement
officers don’t interfere with Fourth Amendment rights unless certain circumstances occur and can
only proceed through specific methods. The Police should not be allowed to search or obtain ones
property unless they are positive that there is illegal activity involved.
People who are following the law are being victimized for a number of reasons that are unnecessary.
If an Officer violates an individual’s rights during the proposed search and seizure and it is proven
unlawful any evidence that was retrieved should be kept out of any criminal case against the person
who was the victim. There needs to be a law to protect citizens so that none of these actions occur.
We fully support our Police Officers and realize that they have a dangerous job but they certainly
must have limitations in order to respect an individual’s right. There are many “unreasonable” and
“reasonable” search and seizures, whether or not it is considered reasonable depends on whether you
had a right to privacy. It is the unreasonable ones that we are trying to prevent.
Summary: We back any legislation that enforces any unreasonable search and seizures.

S-G-15

LOBBYIST POSITION PAPER
Lobbyist Name:

Kelly Roach

Delegation:
Delegation:

Stagg

Aligned with Preliminary Bill #: RII-35

I encourage the YMCA Youth Legislature to pass a bill that mandates that police cannot obtain any
privately owned object from a citizen without a warrant.
Our police should not be able to acquire any privately owned possession from a citizen without a
warrant. One of the greatest threats to property rights is the government being able to take ones
object without convicting one of a crime. If a person has not committed a wrongful doing in which
their personal property must be taken, it should not be aloud that the property is taken. This should
apply to all people equally.
Innocent people who are following the rules of law are getting their personal items confiscated by
police. This may be causing distrust in the police and government because those who are following the
laws are being wronged. According to research done by the American Civil Liberties Union, when
salaries and perks are on the line, officers have a strong incentive to increase take in of personal
objects from citizens. This can show that some of these confiscations are not truly necessary.
Allowing police to obtain personal objects from citizens without a warrant is wrongful to the citizen.
Unless necessary, ones items should not be taken at that moment unless a warrant is present. By
mandating police to be unable to obtain privately owned objects without a warrant will put more
trust and right into the system.
Summary: We support all legislation that promotes police not being able to obtain any privately owned
object from a citizen without a warrant.

RI-49

S-G-16
STATE OF ILLINOIS
Sixty
Sixty-Sixth Session
Illinois Youth Legislature

Introduced by:

Referred to Committee: Gray 5

Senate Sponsor:

Dev Damani

House Sponsor:

Julie Lai

CoCo-Sponsors:
Sponsors:

Paul Lipari, Sahil Jain

Delegation:

Stevenson High School
A BILL

For an Act Creating Chapter 525, Section 35, of the Illinois Compiled Statutes, relating to
Open Space Acquistion and Development Act.
BE IT ENACTED BY THE YMCA YOUTH LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ILLINOIS.
1
2
3

Section I. This Bill currently applies to eleven commercial airports in the state of Illinois
exceeding ten thousand enplanements in the previous year and will apply to any new
airports that can also meet such requirements.

4
5

Section II. The landing fee at airports under these qualifications will be increased by one
dollar to provide revenue.

6
7
8
9

Section III. All revenue generated from the increased landing fee will be used for the
implementation of solar panels on empty land owned by the airports. Intelligen will be
enforcing the implementation of the solar panels as well as providing basic care and
maitenance.

10
11
12

Section IV. 75 percent of any excess revenue after the maximum amount of solar panels
have been established will then be given to the state and the remaining 25 percent of
revenue will be kept by the airport.

13
14

Section V: Energy provided by these solar panels will be used to supply the airport and any
excess energy will be sold back to the airport’s existing energy provider.

15
16

Section VI. This Bill shall go into effect on January 1, 2016 upon the signature of the Youth
Governor of the State of Illinois.

RIII-27

S-G-17
STATE OF ILLINOIS
Sixty
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Introduced by:

Referred to Committee: Gray 7

Senate Sponsor:

Courtney Hood

House Sponsor:

Lily McFarland

CoCo-Sponsors:

Emily Bulla

Delegation:

SesserSesser-Valier High School
A BILL

For an Act Amending Chapter 122, Section 27, of the Illinois Compiled Statutes, relating to
drivers education teachers and extreme traffic violations.
BE IT ENACTED BY THE YMCA YOUTH LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ILLINOIS.
1
2
3

Section I. Drivers Education teachers that have been convicted with driving under the
influence (DUI), or driving while impaired (DWI), may no longer hold the position of a public
high school’s Driver Education instructor.

4
5

Section II. Termination of the Driver Education Instructor Position shall be enacted
following the completion of the semester in which the DUI or DWI occurred.

6
7
8

Section III. The termination of the Driver Education Position will be enforced by the
Board of Education of the involved public high school. It shall not require state funding to
terminate the specified Driver’s Education teacher position. .

9
10

Section IV. This Bill shall go into effect on January 1, 2016 upon the signature of the Youth
Governor of the State of Illinois.

S-G-17

LOBBYIST POSITION PAPER
Lobbyist Name:

Jessalyn Eubanks

Delegation:
Delegation:

SesserSesser-Valier High School

Aligned with Preliminary Bill #: RIII-27
I encourage the YMCA Youth Legislature to pass a bill that mandates the termination of a Driver’s
Education teacher’s employment if he/she is convicted of a second DUI or DWI during his/her
teaching career.
The school boards of Illinois should enforce the termination of the employment of a convicted
Driver’s Education teacher because if he/she has been convicted of a DUI or DWI then they are
setting a bad example for his/her students. Driver’s Education teachers are hired to teach their
students the proper way to drive, not to teach them that it’s acceptable to receive a DUI or DWI.
According to madd.org, “Nationally, drunk driving fatalities decreased from 10,322 in 2012 to
10,076 in 2013. Despite this progress, 31 percent of all fatalities in 2013 involved a drunk driver,
meaning that nearly one out of three fatalities resulted from this 100 percent preventable crime.”
Allowing a Driver’s Education teacher to keep their position would only raise the number of fatalities
by exposing the students to the possibility of receiving a DUI.
According to the Chicago Tribune, “No state law speaks specifically to the issue of termination
employment of school employees found driving under the influence… To justify a firing administrators
generally have to prove that the teacher’s drinking hurts his or her job performance.” This bill would
not completely cancel out the chance of the person convicted getting another teaching position. But
the position cannot be Driver’s Education even if they apply to a different school.
No extra money will need to be provided by the state of Illinois for this bill to be passed. It would
ensure that safe, responsible adults are teaching the high school students of Illinois the correct rules
of the road and keep Illinois’ roads safer for everyone.
Summary: I will support all legislation that promotes the termination of a Driver's Education teacher
if he/she is convicted of more than one DUI or DWI during his/her teaching career.

RII-36

S-G-18
STATE OF ILLINOIS
SixtySixty-Sixth Session
Illinois Youth Legislature

Introduced by:

Referred to Committee: Gray 6

Senate Sponsor:

Jenny Stamos

House Sponsor:

Kelli Thielmann

CoCo-Sponsors:

Andi Evangelopoulos, Hayley Gartner

Delegation:

Amos Alonzo Stagg
A BILL

For an Act Amending Chapter 5, Section 490, of the Illinois Compiled Statutes, relating
to the observance of Columbus Day.
BE IT ENACTED BY THE YMCA YOUTH LAGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ILLINOIS.

1

Section I. ‘Indigenous Peoples’ Day’ will be recognized in the state of Illinois.

2
3

Section II. ‘Indigenous Peoples’ Day’ will be celebrated on the Friday after
Thanksgiving, in honor of Indigenous people and their culture.

4
5

Section II. This Bill shall go into effect on January 1, 2016, upon the signature of the
Youth Governor of the State of Illinois.

S-G-18

LOBBYIST POSITION PAPER
Lobbyist Name:

Jake Thielmann

Delegation:
Delegation:

Stagg

Aligned with Preliminary Bill #: RII-36
I encourage the YMCA Youth Legislator to pass a bill that will create an Indigenous Peoples’ day. This
bill deserves to be passed and will only effect the people of Illinois. Indigenous Peoples’ day will honor
the Native American tribes' traditions and culture. This bill is perfect because I keeps Columbus Day for
the people who like. But it will add Indigenous Peoples Day for the citizens that want to recognize
Indigenous people to.
Summary: I support any Legislation that will create Indigenous Peoples' day.

RI-42

S-G-19
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Sixty
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Introduced by:

Referred to Committee: Gray 6

Senate Sponsor:

Jake Sheperd

House Sponsor:

Erin Marchert

CoCo-Sponsors:

Rylynn McCaw and Zack Hegseth

Delegation:

Oswego High School
A BILL

For an Act creating Chapter 410 Section 631, of the Illinois Compiled Statutes, relating to
Food Labeling.
BE IT ENACTED BY THE YMCA YOUTH LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ILLINOIS.
1
2

Section I. All processed foods containing Genetically Modified Organisms are required to be
clearly labeled on each individual package of the product.

3
4
5
6

Section II. The label should be contained in a small rectangular box located directly below
the Nutrition Facts. The words in the box should read, “This product contains GMOs.
Genetically Modified Organisms have not been adequately tested and may cause potential
health risks.”

7
8

Section III. If a company does not comply with the labeling requirement, the product will be
recalled from store shelves until proper labeling is applied.

9
10

Section IV. The Illinois Department of Agriculture will monitor GMOs at the production
phase and enforce the labeling of products.

11
12

Section V. This bill shall go into effect on January 1, 2016 upon the signature of the Youth
Governor of the State of Illinois.

S-G-19

LOBBYIST POSITION PAPER
Lobbyist Name:

Lauren Wilson

Delegation:
Delegation:

Oswego High School

Aligned with Preliminary Bill #: RI-42
I strongly support and encourage the YMCA Youth Legislature to pass a bill that requires all
processed foods containing Genetically Modified Organisms to be individually labeled as such on each
separate package.
The Illinois Department of Agriculture should be required to monitor the production of Genetically
Modified Organisms and enforce the labeling of such products because it is necessary for consumers
to be aware of the potential health risks. Consumers should be informed of what they are being sold
and how it could be negatively affecting them. On each package there should be a label directly under
the nutrition label with a warning that perceives GMOs to be a possible health risk.
It has been addressed that there have been several cases in which chronic diseases have become
more severe with the presence of Genetically Modified Organisms in food products. Disorders such as
autism, digestive problems, reproductive disorders and others have also become more widespread
and food allergies have increased with the growing production of GMOs. According to statistics
gathered by Center for Food Safety, up to 75% of shelved processed foods are Genetically Modified.
Through warning consumers about the growing risks that come with Genetically Modified Organisms
in our food products, the awareness for such illnesses can be heightened and the consumers are
certain that what they are eating is their choice.
The labeling of processed food products that contain Genetically Modified Organisms would help
protect all consumers from being blindsided by undocumented modification of food products. By
labeling the products with GMOs in them, consumers will be aware of what they are consuming and
can prevent the potential health risks themselves. The Illinois Department of Agriculture would be
ensuring consumers that they have control over what they consume.
Summary: I will support all legislation that promotes the protection of consumer choice.

RIII-28

S-G-20

STATE OF ILLINOIS
SixtySixty-Sixth Session
Illinois Youth Legislature

Introduced by:

Referred to Committee: Gray 6

Senate Sponsor:

Jake Vanwey

House Sponsor:

Nick Marlo

CoCo-Sponsors:

Luke Thompson,Dylon Kelly

Delegation:

SesserSesser-Valier
A BILL

For an Act Amending Chapter 520, Section 5, of the Illinois Compiled Statutes, relating to
legalizing crossbow use.
BE IT ENACTED BY THE YMCA YOUTH LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ILLINOIS.
1

Section I. This bill will legalize crossbow use during archery deer season.

2
3

Section II. All persons with valid registration will be permitted to use a crossbow during the
regular archery deer season. (October 1- January 18)

4
5
6

Section III. All regulations will be the same for crossbow use that currently are set with bow
use. If any regulations are violated, the consequences will be enforced as if it was a bow by
the IDNR.

7
8

Section IV. This Bill shall go into effect on June 1, 2015 upon the signature of the Youth
Governor of the State of Illinois.

S-G-20

LOBBYIST POSITION PAPER
Lobbyist Name:

Addison Baxter

Delegation:
Delegation:

SesserSesser-Vailer

Aligned with Preliminary Bill #: RIII-28
I encourage the YMCA Youth Legislature to pass a bill that allows crossbow use during regular
archery deer season.
Crossbows should be able to be used in regular archery season because it would benefit the state in
several ways. The usage of crossbows would bring more people in the sport/activity. This would then
bring more money into the state by selling more deer permits. If more deer permits were to be sold
then it would bring down the deer population.
The deer population in Southern Illinois is beginning to become a serious problem. People are
beginning to lose interest in the sport causing less deer to be harvested each year. This is causing
more accidents because deer are more numerous. If crossbows were introduced into regular archery
season the deer population would decrease. Crossbows would cause more people to take interest in
the sport, and make it easier for the people who already do it. People would take more interest in the
sport because it would seem more appealing since it would be easier. It would make it easier for
people who already participate in the sport because a crossbow is easier to use than an average
compound bow. This being said if crossbows were allowed to be used it would bring down the deer
population therefore causing less accidents, and making your roads safer. If crossbows were able to
be used during archery season the numbers would decrease therefore causing less accidents.
Summary: I will support all legislation that promotes the use of crossbows during regular archery
deer season.

RII-37

S-G-21
STATE OF ILLINOIS
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Introduced by:
Committee: Gray 7

Referred to

Senate Sponsor:

Andre Kohn

House Sponsor:

Jordan Henderson

CoCo-Sponsors:

Josh Coleman, Mitchell Spencer

Delegation:

Stagg
A BILL

For an Act creating Chapter 230, Section 45, of the Illinois Compiled Statutes,
relating to Gaming.
BE IT ENACTED BY THE YMCA YOUTH LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ILLINOIS.

1
2

Section I. This Bill will essentially legalize the use of Alternate Combatant Battles
for the Public.

3
4

Section II. These combats will encompass any and all citizens that wish to compete on a
voluntary basis.

5
6
7
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9

Section III. This activity will require the construction of a coliseum. The coliseum will most
likely be built in a rural area to provide ample space for the structure and parking. The
process for planning and completing this project (i.e.: the amount of money required to
build the coliseum, the number of workers needed for the job, the size of the coliseum and
surrounding lot) will be based off the construction of currently existing football stadiums.

10
11
12
13
14

Section IV. Upon enactment, a voluntary election will be held to select the honorary Fight
Chancellor. Nominees to the election will also be chosen after enactment. Said Chancellor
will be in charge of all the necessary rules, themes, and other amenities. Furthermore, The
Fight Chancellor will be the sole deciding factor in the final outcome. In other words, he
shall declare when the fight is over, or if it shall continue.

15
16
17

Section V. In order to attend this spectacle, the attendee must be eighteen years old or
older. Those who are younger than eighteen years old will not be permitted without the
accompaniment of someone at least eighteen years old.

18

Section VI. The rules of the battles are as follows. The weapons allowed will be limited to

RII-37

S-G-21

19
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melee weapons such as, but are not limited to, swords, knives, and clubs. Firearms will not
be allowed, but fire and arms are allowed. The fight is over when the Fight Chancellor
declares it as such. Prior to the fight, combatants will be subject to a screening of Russell
Crowe’s film, Gladiator. The minimum age required to take part in the battle is eighteen
years of age.

24
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27

Section VII. Funding for this project will stem from the inclusions of an extra $1 tax put on
every sale of cigarettes. Tickets will be sold, and a portion of the proceeds will go to the
victor, while the rest of the profits will go to the upkeep of the stadium and funneled into
Education and Alternative Energy research.

28
29

Section VIII. This Bill shall go into effect on, May 5th upon the signature of the Youth
Governor of the State of Illinois.

S-G-21

LOBBYIST POSITION PAPER
Lobbyist Name:
Name

Zachary Karr

Delegation:

Stagg

Aligned with Preliminary Bill #:

RII-37

Position: I support this bill that will ultimately legalize the use of “gladiator battles” for public
entertainment. I feel the passing of this bill would be a tremendous benefit to our countries
educational system. Gladiatorial competitions would bring in crowds of fans willing to pay to see
their favorite combatants fight. Our country’s education system can and will greatly benefit off
of the proceeds made from these events. The fact that all the warriors to fight in these events
would all be strictly volunteers, greatly takes away from the immorality of the traditional Roman
gladiatorial brawls. Another plus is that money not being put into the improvement of education
in the country, will then be put towards Alternate Energy research. Advancements in ways of
obtaining renewable sources for energy would be a huge improvement for the environment,
which is currently on a steady and negative decline. I support this bill because if it were to be
passed, our educational system and the environment would greatly benefit.

Summary: I support the bill to legalize Gladiatorial Combat because it could benefit the country’s
education system and would help the environment.

RI-40
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Introduced by:

Referred to Committee: Gray 7

Senate Sponsor:

Shane Bara

House Sponsor:

Gabby Dunn

CoCo-Sponsors:

Nate Wernke and Megan Skibinski

Delegation:

Oswego High School
A BILL

For an Act Amending Chapter 105 Section 5, of the Illinois Compiled Statutes, relating to
School Code.
BE IT ENACTED BY THE YMCA YOUTH LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ILLINOIS.
1
2
3
4

Section I. Schools will be divided into three tiers based on common learning behaviors for
grades 6-12. Students will be placed into tiers based on the results of three separate tests
including: academic motivation, Intelligence, and basic skills. Basic skills consist of reading,
writing, problem solving and critical thinking.

5
6
7
8
9
10

Section II. Each school district will be required to provide a separate school building for
each Tier. Local school districts will have authority to determine where to house each Tier.
Districts will be permitted to combine with neighboring districts or divide in order to
comply. Each district will adjust their budget to accommodate the new requirements.
Schools in rural areas may apply for a waiver to house more than one Tier in one building.
Waivers will be reviewed on a case-by-case basis by the Illinois State Board of Education.

11
12
13
14

Section III. Tier I consists of students averaging a score above the 67th percentile in
intelligence, motivation, and basic skills. Tier II consists of students averaging a score
between the 33rd and 67th percentiles. Tier III consists of students averaging a score below
the 33rd percentile.

15
16

Section IV. The Illinois State Board of Education will enforce this law and withhold 20% of
state funding from districts that do not comply.

17
18

Section V. This Bill shall go into effect July 1, 2019 upon the signature of the Youth
Governor of the State of Illinois.
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Introduced by:

Referred to Committee: Gray 7

Senate Sponsor:

John Lampros

House Sponsor:

Laura Martz

CoCo-Sponsors:

Nieve O'Donovan, Elze Demiri

Delegation:

Wheaton Warrenville South
A BILL

For an Act concering the Property Tax Code, of the Illinois Compiled Statutes, relating to
tax incentives for environmentally friendly homes, companies, businesses, etc.
BE IT ENACTED BY THE YMCA YOUTH LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ILLINOIS.
1
2
3
4
5

Section I. This bill would provide an incentive for homes and businesses to introduce
environmentally friendly initiatives in their house by providing a tax break based on the
improvements that benefit the environment. Essentially the bill will encourage society to
take steps to protect the future safety of our fragile ecosystem by associating a monetary
value to our actions when deciding to build new buildings.

6
7

Section II. The value of the eco-friendly improvements will be determined by a privatelyhired appraiser licensed or certified by the state.

8
9
10
11
12
13

Section III. Initiatives may include solar panels, wind turbines, ground source heat pumps,
green roofs, composting, insulation, etc. Tax incentives vary based on the advancement
made. To quantify the saved electricity and energy there will be a base line that shows the
appropriate amount of energy that should be used and tax incentives will go to homes that
are under that baseline. The farther under the base line the more money the home will
receive in the form of tax incentive.

14
15

Section IV. This Bill shall go into effect on April 15, 2015 upon the signature of the Youth
Governor of the State of Illinois.

S-G-23

LOBBYIST POSITION PAPER
Lobbyist Name:

Julia Martz

Delegation:
Delegation:

Wheaton Warrenville South High School

Aligned with Preliminary Bill #: RI-73

I encourage the YMCA Youth Legislature to pass a bill that promotes and provides tax incentives for
environmentally friendly improvements in homes and businesses.
According to the U.S. Energy Information Administration, the current primary energy source for
Illinois is Nuclear power. Not only is the generation of nuclear power extremely threatening to the
well-being of humans because of the level of radioactivity and amount of nuclear waste produced,
but there are cheaper, safer alternatives for Illinois. One of the environmentally friendly alternatives
is solar energy. Although at its initial cost it is more expensive with the cost of installing solar
panels, it will eventually save small businesses and homes money because solar energy is free. Not
only would the use of solar energy in homes and businesses save them money, but it would also save
Illinois money by being able to produce less energy for these companies by other means.
To reward participants in improvements such as upgrading to solar energy, they would receive a tax
incentive which would be determined by the amount of improvements made. There would be a
baseline which businesses would need to stay under in order to receive the tax deduction.
Environmentally friendly improvements, such as solar panels, fluorescent light bulbs, compost piles,
insulation, wind turbines, ground source heat pumps, green roofs, etc, help to conserve energy and
are overall better for the environment. By promoting improvements such as these with personal tax
incentives for private homes and businesses, the State of Illinois would be supporting efforts to save
the environment and also save the state money through energy.
Summary: I will support all legislation that promotes tax incentives for environmentally friendly
improvements.
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COMMENTS

A PRAYER FOR THE HOUSE
Dear Lord,
Thank you for the opportunities you’ve presented to
us for the big weekend. Thank you for the experiences
that Youth and Government has given to all of us,
experiences of meeting new people and learning about
each bill. I pray that we can use what we have learned
through others and through our own research. I also
pray that we can continue friendships we have made
along the way. Thank you for the talented student
and adult leaders that make this weekend possible. In
God’s name, I pray.
Amen

Representative Kaitlyn Mayer
Chaplain of the Orange House
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Introduced by:

Referred to Committee: Orange 1

Senate Sponsor:

Eddie Priester

House Sponsor:

Tucker Hirsch

CoCo-Sponsors:

Seth Redpath, Colton Weiss

Delegation:

Williamsville

A BILL
For an Act Creating Chapter 50, Section 707/100, of the Illinois Compiled Statutes,
relating to Body Cameras with Audio Recording Capabilities for Law Enforcement.
BE IT ENACTED BY THE YMCA YOUTH LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ILLINOIS.

1
2

Section I. All police officers in the State of Illinois shall be required to wear a body
camera that records video and audio while they are on duty.

3
4
5

Section II. If officers fail to wear their cameras while on duty, they will be given a
warning for their first three offenses, and any additional offenses will result in a
punishment deemed necessary by the head of their respective police departments.

6
7
8

Section III. The footage from the body cameras will be automatically synced daily to
a storage device at each officer’s precinct, and saved for 25 years, or longer if
certain footage is involved in an ongoing investigation.

9
10
11

Section IV. If after 25 years the footage has not been recalled to use in an
investigation, it will be automatically transferred to a different storage device at
the precinct, where it will be stored for eternity.

12
13
14

Section V. If no footage is synced from an officer’s camera, their footage files will
be marked with a red flag for that day. or her camera on, and therefore needs to be
issued a warning or a punishment as noted in Section II.
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15
16
17
18
19

Section VI. Every day, the head of the police department will be notified by the
outside agent mentioned in Sections VII-IX of any officers whose cameras did not
sync footage to the storage device for that day. A lack of footage indicates that
the officer did not have his or her camera on, and therefore needs to be issued a
warning or a punishment as noted in Section II.

20
21

Section VII. The footage will only be accessible by an outside agent, and once
synced, the footage will be encrypted so that it cannot be edited or tampered with.

22
23

Section VIII. The outside agent will have to undergo a background check prior to
assuming the position.

24
25
26
27

Section IX. The job of the outside agent will be to organize the footage on both
storage devices, to retrieve footage from the storage devices if requested by the
courts, and to notify the head of the police department of any officers whose
cameras fail to sync footage.

28

Section X. A court order will be required for access to the footage for viewing.

29
30
31

Section XI. The funding for the initial purchase and further maintenance of these
cameras and storage devices will come from an increase of the cigarette tax of 25
cents per pack.

32
33
34

Section XII. The increase to the cigarette tax will be re-calculated every two years
in order to ensure that it is still generating the proper amount of money required
to maintain the implementation of the body camera policy.

35
36

Section XIII. If after re-calculation the cigarette tax is found to be generating an
improper amount of money, it will be adjusted accordingly.

37
38

This bill will go into effect on January 1, 2016, upon the signature of the Youth
Governor of the State of Illinois.

H-O-01

LOBBYIST POSITION PAPER
Lobbyist Name:

Eli Reevis

Delegation:
Delegation:

Williamsville High School

Aligned with Preliminary Bill #: RIII-11
I encourage the YMCA Youth and Government Youth Legislature to pass a bill concerning the body
cameras with audio capabilities for all law enforcement officers in State of Illinois.
The purpose for making all law enforcement officers in the State of Illinois wear body cameras is to
cut back on instances of police brutality as well as police and civilian confrontations. Right now the
Illinois legislature is working to pass this same bill with the same effects. They too know what the
body cameras will provide.
Making law enforcement in the state wear cameras will provide more protection from lawsuits
against the police and the public/victims. The fewer lawsuits that the taxpayers have to pay for, the
more money people will be able to keep using and promoting business in their community. Overtime
hours for police will also be reduced because the police won’t have to respond as often if there are
fewer altercations. The police will be unable to brutally manipulate a suspect when arresting him or
her. Also, the officers can’t be falsely accused of using excessive force against people if they have
the body cameras to prove otherwise.
According to policeone.com, 84% of the people surveyed agreed that police cameras will minimize
false claims and litigations. Also, in recent federal survey, 63 law enforcement agencies using body
cameras said nearly a third of the agencies had no written policy on the device. Our bill’s directive is
to have a written policy on the procedures to be set up by the Illinois legislature. The increase in the
cigarette tax will provide funding for the body cameras because cigarettes are a booming business
and people will still buy the cigarettes no matter the price.
The main reason that this bill should be passed is that it will help make the State of Illinois safer with
fewer police/civilian instances. This bill will create a safer environment and the income for the upkeep
of the cameras will also be supplied.
Summary: I will support all legislation that mandates the use of body cameras with audio capabilities
for law enforcement officers in the State of Illinois.
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Introduced by:

Referred to Committee: Orange 1

Senate Sponsor:

Saul Rivera

House Sponsor:

Antonino Conte

CoCo-Sponsors:

Arthur Lee

Delegation:

Addison Trail High School
A BILL

For an Act ammending 30 ILCS 45-40 regarding fuel efficiency for motorized vehicles, of
the Illinois Compiled Statutes, relating to reducing the amount of gasoline usage and
improving the economy.
BE IT ENACTED BY THE YMCA YOUTH LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ILLINOIS.
1
2
3

Section I. A vehicle must surpass the minimum miles per gallon requirement. If one wishes to
do so, it is required that he/she pay an annual fine of $1000.00 per vehicle. You must
register all vehicles under the requirement.

4
5
6
7
8

Section II. This act is intended to amend the current gas mileage law in Illinois under Title V
of The Motor Vehicle Information and Cost Savings Act. Rather than admitting usage of
restricted commercial vehicles, the act will prohibit the use of any commercial vehicle under
13 miles per gallon. This bill does not pertain to government vehicles, shipping vehicles,
emergency vehicles, and public transportation.

9
10
11
12

Section III. Those that do not abide by these regulations will be fined ($200.00). The second
violation of this code will result in a repossession of the vehicle to the junkyard in addition
to another fine ($200.00). The violation penalties are directed to the owner of the vehicle,
not by the vehicle itself.

13
14

Section IV. This bill will pay for itself with the collected currency from the general public
who are caught violating this bill.

15
16

Section V. This bill will be enforced by county and state police officers that are in contact
with any vehicle seen to not fit the requirements.

17
18

Section VI. This Bill shall go into effect on June 1, 2015 upon the signature of the Youth
Governor of the State of Illinois.

H-O-02

LOBBYIST POSITION PAPER

Lobbyist Name:

Alexander Gunnerson

Delegation:
Delegation:

Addison Trail High School

Aligned with Preliminary Bill #: RII-01

I encourage the YMCA Youth Legislature to pass a bill that amends 30 ILCS 45-40 regarding fuel
efficiency for motorized vehicles, that will improve gas mileage in cars.
30 ILCS (Illinois Complied Statutes) 45-40 must be amended, because gasoline is being
expended extremely quickly by non-fuel efficient cars. Illinois needs cars with a better gas
mileage ratio to use gasoline more efficiently. This will encourage more people to buy fuel
efficient cars and use less gasoline. This will save more gasoline and save people money that
they can use to spend and improve the economy.
People that do not comply with the fuel economy standards of a requirement of 13 miles per
gallon shall pay an annual fine $1000.00 per vehicle. This will encourage the general population
to use fuel more efficiently. According to a Ford executive, Raj Nair, there has been a rise in the
purchasing of fuel efficient vehicles in the past fiscal year. Ford itself is expecting sales of fuel
efficient cars to increase. This will benefit the environment and the economy by selling these
fuel efficient cars, therefore it will be better to have more fuel efficient cars in use in the state
of Illinois.
Vehicles that have better mpg will use less gasoline and benefit the economy. A study done by
the National Highway Transportation Safety Administration showed that when Title V of The
Motor Vehicle Information and Cost Savings Act came into effect, mpg from cars steadily
increased for a decade before leveling off. The study also showed that when that legislation
came into effect, less fuel was being used from cars. By amending Title V, the economy and
environment of Illinois will benefit.
Summary: I will support all legislation that reduces the amount of gasoline usage for cars and
improves the economy.
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Introduced by:

Referred to Committee: Orange 1

Senate Sponsor:

Prithvi Ramanathan

House Sponsor:

Harsha Vankayalapati

CoCo-Sponsors:

Stephen Leung, Poojan Thakrar

Delegation:

Neuqua Valley High School
A BILL

For an Act creating Act 5 Section 22, of the Illinois Compiled Statutes, relating to Civil
Forfeiture.

1
2

BE IT ENACTED BY THE YMCA YOUTH LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ILLINOIS.
Section I. This bill will mandate where funds gathered through civil forfeiture cannot be
allocated.

3

Section II. Funds cannot be used for individual profit by police officers in the department.

4
5

Section III. It cannot be put towards materialistic improvements for the department
station that do not increase police efficiency and productivity without state approval.

6
7

Section IV. Approved expenditures would include funding local education, local civil
infrastructure such as bridges and roads, and anti-drug programs.

8
9

Section V. It will be the duty of the head records clerk in each police department to monitor
and regulate the use of the funds and property seized during civil forfeiture.

10
11
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Section VI. If the police department misuses seized funds and property, 10 percent of
overall funding will be directly revoked by the state for the following two years after the
first infraction. Every successive infraction will result in an additional 10 percent of overall
funds being seized for two years. After four successive infractions, the state will seize 50
percent of overall funds for an additional two years thereafter.

15
16

Section VII. This Bill shall go into effect on July 1st, 2015 upon the signature of the Youth
Governor of the State of Illinois.

H-O-03

LOBBYIST POSITION PAPER
Lobbyist Name:
Name

Sevan Tamazian

Delegation:
Delegation

Neuqua Valley High School

Aligned with Preliminary Bill #:
# RI 30
Our bill concerns the change in police department spending in regards to funds either
directly gathered or liquidated as a result of a crime discovery. Furthermore, I am entirely in
support of this bill due to the fact that it will be an extremely beneficial bill for the state of
Illinois and may possibly become a benefit for the entire nation once its potential is realized if it
is promoted to an official law for the state. There are many reasons why I, as well as my
colleagues, believe this bill is essential for the state of Illinois. For instance, in the past, funds
have been wrongfully used when concerning the police department. In some unfortunate cases
the money that was meant to benefit the state was instead put toward the purchasing of alcohol
and other non-beneficial equipment or materials. Along with instances such as this, there have
also been several cases in which the money has been spent appropriately. However, our hope is
to use this bill in order to enforce the importance of spending the allotted funds on beneficial
factors such as equipment for the police department as well as better safety precautions or
rehabilitation centers.
Summary: Overall, I completely support this bill and hope it becomes a law so that the state of
Illinois can benefit from its potential.
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Introduced by:

Referred to Committee: Orange 1

Senate Sponsor:

Joey Malesich

House Sponsor:

Braden Israelsen

CoCo-Sponsors:

Jessica Kim, Rushil Shukla

Delegation:

Waubonsie Valley
A BILL

For an Act 625, of the Illinois Compiled Statutes, relating to Education.
BE IT ENACTED BY THE YMCA YOUTH LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ILLINOIS.
1
2

Section I. This bill is allowing public schools to have the option of discontinuing Common
Core.

3
4
5
6

Section II. School districts that choose to discontinue Common Core will have to create their
own local standards that have to be approved by the Illinois State Board of Education.
School districts that fail to create approved standards by July 1st will be required to follow
Common Core for that school year. This bill will not affect any private schools.

7
8
9
10

Section III. The Illinois State Board of Education will reinforce the standards on July 1st that
are created by the local school districts annually. If a school fails to pass the standards of
the Illinois Board of Education then the school district will be required to follow Common
Core for that school year.

11
12

Section IV. This Bill shall go into effect on April 20, 2015 upon the signature of the Youth
Governor of the State of Illinois.
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Introduced by:

Referred to Committee: Orange 2

Senate Sponsor:

Alex Chaidez

House Sponsor:

Gabriela Gryc

CoCo-Sponsors:
Delegation:

Leyden
A BILL

For an Act supporting the removal of red light cameras, of Sec. 11-208.6. of the Public
Acts, relating to abolishing Red Light Cameras.
BE IT ENACTED BY THE YMCA YOUTH LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ILLINOIS
1
2
3

Section I. The program shall require that all red light cameras be removed from the State of
Illinois. From all intersections, and from all directional approaches, with no more
photographs, microphotographs, electronic images, or video recordings.

4
5
6
7

Section II. If cameras still intact, the automated traffic law enforcement system may not be
used to provide recorded images of a motor vehicle for the purpose of recording its speed.
This subsection is a denial and limitation of home rule powers and functions under
subsection of Section 6 of Article VII of the Illinois Constitution.

8
9
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Section III. For each violation of a provision of this Code or a local ordinance recorded by
an automatic traffic law enforcement system, the county or municipality having jurisdiction
shall issue a written notice of the violation to the registered owner.

11
12
13

Section IV. The notice shall be delivered to the registered owner of the vehicle, by mail,
within 30 days after the Secretary of State notifies the municipality or county, but in no
event later than 90 days after the violation.

14
15

Section V. This Bill shall go into effect on January 1, 2016 upon the signature of the
Youth Governor of the State of Illinois.
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Introduced by:

Referred to Committee: Orange 3

Senate Sponsor:

Taylor Buford

House Sponsor:

Annie Yang

CoCo-Sponsors:

Sasha Goncharov

Delegation:

Stevenson High School
A BILL

For an Act Amending Chapter 720 of Section 393, of the Illinois Constitution, relating to
animal testing.
BE IT ENACTED BY THE YMCA YOUTH LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ILLINOIS.
1

Section I. The State of Illinois will ban the use of animal testing on Illinois State Grounds.

2
3

Section II. All laboratories who establish ground in the State of Illinois must undergo a
preliminary inspection to ensure that they are not viable for animal testing.

4
5

Section III. All companies will undergo random monthly testings to make sure they are
following protocol.

6
7

Section IV. The inspections will be funded by individual companies and are a part of fees
required of companies that want to take advantage of the Illinois Industry and Commerce.

8
9

Section V. The routine inspections will be supervised by a group of 3 inspectors, with each
inspection investigated by a new group.

10
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Section VI. The inspections will include thorough scans of the facility, lie detector tests of
the employees, and a review of the security footage from the previous investigation to the
present.

13
14
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Section VII. Any company found to be in violation of the Illinois state ban on animal testing
will be punished. The first offense $5,000 fine and 1 month of government supervised
testing. The second offense $10,000 fine and 2 months of government supervised testing.
The third offense $40,000 fine and a year of government supervised testing. The fourth
offense they will be shut down.

18
19

Section VIII. All corporate inspectors must be certified through SGS S.A., a company
specialized in certifying inspection, verification, and testing.

20
21

Section IX: This bill shall go into effect on January 1, 2016 upon the signature of the Youth
Governor of the State of Illinois.

H-O-06
LOBBYIST POSITION PAPER
Lobbyist's Name:

Alec Sisler

Delegation:

Stevenson High School

Aligned with Preliminary Bill #:

RI-50

I strongly encourage the YMCA Youth Legislature to pass a bill that will ban the act of Animal
Testing in all respective facilities in the state of Illinois.
Animal Testing has had a devastating effect on the animal community and must be outlawed to
ensure the safety and the well being of the animal community. According to do something.org,
100 million animals each year are burned, crippled, poisoned and abused each year. This is a
horrific statistic and can be limited greatly with the passing of our bill. Another fact for
consideration that is pertinent in this matter is off o fPETA.org, which states that 92% of
animals that are tested upon who have their specific drug passed to human clinical trial do not
pass the test to become mass produced. As one can deduce, not only is animal testing cruel and
unusual punishment towards the victimized animal, but is also in vain 92% of the time! This is
deeming animal testing as harming animals for no particular reason the majority of the time,
placing innocent animals in harm for no valid reason.
Our blll will instill monthly inspections on all laboratories who wish to practice in the state of
Illinois. However, before the facility begins its work, a preliminary inspection will corroborate the
facilities animal testing ban. After these preliminary objectives are met, monthly inspections will
ensue. These inspections will be funded by the individual company and are a part of fees
required who wish to take advantage of the Illinois Industry and Commerce. All corporate
inspectors must be certified through SGSS.A., a company specialized in certifying inspection,
verification, and testing. These inspections will be conducted by a team of three inspectors, with
each inspection hosting a new group different from the previous. The process of inspection will
consist of thorough inspections of the facility, lie detector tests questioning the employees of
the facility, and reviewing of security footage since the last inspection. If caught running tests
on animals, the following punishments will be enacted: a first offense will elicit a $5,000 fine
and 1 month of government supervised testing, a second offense will elicit a $10,000 fine and 2
months of government supervised testing, a third offense will elicit a $40,000 fine and a year of
government supervised testing, and a fourth offense will result in the shutting down of the
convicted corporation.
In conclusion, animal testing is a harmful act that is ostensibly helpful to humankind, but in
reality it is unsuccessful the majority of the time, only successful in harming the victims. The
effects of animal testing are marginalized in today’s society and should be amplified more often
to show the harmful effects it has on its victims.
Summary: I believe the YMCA youth legislature should pass this bill.

RI-24
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Introduced by:

Referred to Committee: Orange 2

Senate Sponsor:

Arian Ahmadpour

House Sponsor:

Priyanka Dave

CoCo-Sponsors:

Tyler Giacalone, Ilan Haskel

Delegation:

Neuqua Valley High School

A BILL
For an Act amending chapter 50, section 120, of the Illinois Compiled Statutes,
relating to police funding.
BE IT ENACTED BY THE YMCA YOUTH LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ILLINOIS.

1
2
3

Section I. This bill will increase funding to municipal police departments and police
precincts by $90 million. This funding will only be distributed to those whose active duty
police officers and police detectives wear a recording camera and audio device.

4
5
6

Section II. The first source of revenue for this bill shall come from an increase of 5% on the
revenue tax of all wagering facilities. The second source of revenue shall come from a 5%
increase on all Illinois State Police tickets and fines.

7
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Section III. In order for a police precinct or a police department to receive this increase in
funding, all active duty police officers and detectives must be wearing a device with audio
and video recording capabilities. These devices will be required to be active and recording
as an officer leaves his station on duty and may only be turned off once the officer is off
duty.

12
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Section IV. Each police vehicle will be fitted with a short-range transmitter underneath the
driver’s and passenger’s seat, each linked to the camera of the officer sitting in his or her
respective seat. Upon leaving a 1 foot radius of his or her seat, an officer’s camera will be
activated by the transmitter and set to automatically begin recording.

16
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Section V. Upon entering the station at the end of his or her shift, each officer will detach
the camera and deposit it in a storage container accessible only to the precinct captain
and a designated secretary.

19
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Section VI. The precinct captain and/or designated secretary will be responsible for
collecting the cameras and uploading the footage to a digital storage facility located in the
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state of Illinois. A portion of the funding will be used to purchase the storage facility from
a selection of available warehouses and also to purchase large tape-based storage
units. All footage collected will be available publicly upon request. All footage shall be
stored within the designated facility for a total of 3 continuous years after its capture.
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Section VII. Following a six month grace period in the interest of obtaining the necessary
equipment, attorneys from the Illinois Attorney General’s Office will perform monthly audits
of all police precincts across Illinois to insure that they are following the new regulations.

28
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Section VIII. Should the auditors find that a precinct or a department is not complying with
the regulations, the local government of that precinct will be fined an initial $1,000 which
will be expanded an additional $1,000 each month they continue to not comply. Each
month, the precinct will be notified that they are not following the regulations and of the
fine that has been given that month.

33
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Section IX. Officers and detectives will not be required to wear the devices while
undercover. To be considered undercover, an officer must obtain a signed document
detailing the dates and times that they will be undercover from the local Police Department
Commissioner.

37
38

Section X. This Bill shall go into effect on July 6th, 2015 upon the signature of the
Youth Governor of the State of Illinois.

H-O-07

LOBBYIST POSITION PAPER

Lobbyist Name:

Michael Vivo

Delegation:
Delegation:

Neu
Neuqua Valley High School

Aligned with Preliminary Bill #: RI-24

The online mass media database fivethirtyeight went through the records of over 1,400
local television, newspapers, and local reports of deaths caused by police. After averaging the
number of deaths for 2012, 2013, and 2014 up until June, what they found was that US police
departments are predicted to cause one-thousand deaths in 2015. Out of these one thousand
deaths it is estimated that eighty five percent, eight hundred and fifty deaths, begin with a
police officer exerting use of force on a citizen. Another study, this one done by the Police
Foundation, found that when police officers are required to wear cameras on their person while
on duty caused a decrease in use of force by a police officer on a citizen by up to sixty percent.
Thus up to five hundred and fifty three deaths per year nationally could be stopped simply be
requiring police officers to wear cameras while on duty, and this is exactly the essence of this
bill. This affordable lifesaving bill would require officers to keep a detachable dashboard camera
on their vehicle while on shift, then if for any reason the officer needs to step out of the vehicle
he or she would simply detach the dashboard camera and attach it on their person so that all
actions of police officers would be captured on film. A notable additional benefit to the passing
of this bill would be that such camera footage would provide invaluably objective evidence in a
courtroom and allow for police to be both kept responsible for use of force used only when
necessary and aid police departments and in proving a dangerous or violent criminal is guilty.
Summary:

I voice my fulfledged supprt for this bill, and all other bills, attempting to require

police officers to wear cameras.

RIII-08
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Senate Sponsor:
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House Sponsor:
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CoCo-Sponsors:
Sponsors:

Abby Poehls, Julia O'Conner

Delegation:

Williamsville
A BILL

For an Act Amending Article IV, Section 2, of the Illinois Constitution, relating to term
limits.
BE IT ENACTED BY THE YMCA YOUTH LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ILLINOIS.
1
2

Section I. Within a year of the enactment of this bill, Senators and Representatives in the
Illinois General Assembly shall be subject to term limits.

3
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Section II. Members of the House of Representatives will be limited to five two-year terms
(a total of ten years) and members of the Senate will be limited to two four-year terms and
one two-year term (also totaling ten years), the order of which will be determined by the
Illinois Constitution.
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Section III. As pertaining to existing members of the Illinois legislature that have served in
the Illinois General Assembly for more than ten years: upon the enactment of this bill, a
Representative or Senator will be able to finish the term that s/he is currently serving and
thereafter will be limited to serve only four more years in the legislature. This restriction
applies to those in both the House of Representatives and the Senate.
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Section IV. Any member of the Illinois General Assembly (Senator or Representative) elected
after of the enactment of this bill will be limited to a term length of no more than ten years.

14
15

Section V. This Bill shall go into effect on January 1, 2016 upon the signature of the Youth
Governor of the State of Illinois.

H-O-08

LOBBYIST POSITION PAPER
Lobbyist Name:

Maggie Sorenson

Delegation:
Delegation:

Williamsiville High School

Aligned with Preliminary Bill #: RIII-08
I encourage the YMCA Youth Legislature pass bill that mandates term limits for all members of the
Illinois State Legislature.
Illinois should mandate term limits for all members of the legislature to insure that the power is not
always held in the same hands. Holding power for too long can change a person’s ideas. They begin
to worry more about what they want, instead of what the people want and abuse their power.
Mandating term limits will prevent these problems.
Having term limits can make the playing field more even. Instead of having an election between a
career politician who has been around for years competing against an unknown challenger, the
challenger will be facing an opponent who has been there for at ten years at the most. This margin
can greatly affect the legislature. For example, the seniority difference will be less, thus allowing the
requests from even the new legislators to be heard. Being re-elected can offer certain privileges that
are hard to pass up. On average, legislators serve for four terms, or a total of eight years, but some
people serve way more than four terms, like House Speaker Michael Madigan. Madigan has served 43
years or about 22 terms, and is still continuing to hold office. Representatives like Madigan are better
known, therefore they can bring in more campaign money, which then benefits these representatives
even more. Other people who are interested in running see the difficulty of raising so much money
and shy away from attempting to challenge the well-funded career politicians. Seventy-eight percent
of the legislators currently in office have held their position for one or more terms. This means they
have held this job for two or more years and are likely to try for more. Numbers like these result in a
ballot that lacks new candidates with fresh perspectives on handling Illinois’ problems. The limited
options cause people to vote for the experienced candidates, and it becomes a never ending cycle.
Summary: I will support all legislation that promotes term limits for the Illinois State Legislature.

RI-51
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Senate Sponsor:

William Chang

House Sponsor:

Thomas Ouyang

CoCo-Sponsors:

Caroline Kim, Seth Gudmundson

Delegation:

Stevenson
A BILL

For an Act creating Chapter 40, Section 20, of the Illinois Compiled Statutes, relating to
methods of funding pension.
BE IT ENACTED BY THE YMCA YOUTH LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ILLINOIS.
1

Section I. This bill will establish 3 state-run casinos that will fund Illinois pensions.

2
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Section II. Initial funding will come from increasing excise taxes on alcohol and cigarettes by
two cents. The initial cost of an average casino is $30 million - $50 million, which equates
to approximately 10% of average annual Illinois excise tax. It will take six years to pay off
each casino.

6
7

Section III. Casinos will be constructed on allotted land of 15,000 – 25,000 square feet.
These locations will be in Chicago, St. Louis, and in Belleville.

8
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Section IV. Annual projected revenues will be $60 million to $100 million while projected
costs range from $5 million to $10 million per casino. Profits will go to alleviate state
pension debt.
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Section V. The Gaming Comission will collect the revenue and transfer it to the state
pension fund.

13
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Section VI. This Bill shall go into effect on January 1st, 2016 upon the signature of the
Youth Governor of the State of Illinois.

H-O-09

LOBBYIST POSITION PAPER
Lobbyist Name:

Nicole Jeon

Delegation:
Delegation:

Stevenson

Aligned with Preliminary Bill #: RI-51
I encourage the YMCA youth legislature to pass a bill that will establish three state-run casinos that
will fund Illinois pension.
With Illinois’ continuous debt of $131.5 billion, this bill will increase state pension from the income of
the three state-run casinos, located in the three most heavily populated cities in Illinois, Chicago,
Belleville and St. Louis. Annual project revenue will be $60 million to $100 million while projected
costs range from $5 million to $10 million per casino. The increase of excise taxation on alcohol and
tobacco by two cents will not only fund the casinos, but also create more opportunities for
employment and decrease the influence of these products due to the higher expense, however, not to
an extent where there will be critical protestations. Without this bill, the government will continually
search solutions to the Illinois debt that may take years to find.
Additionally, the casinos are proven to be successful and popular, as shown in Canada. Similar to the
casinos that this bill will build, the Thousand Island OLG Charity Casino is located in Ganaoque,
Canada. The casino reported their income, with their statistics doubling in revenue for the past five
years to more than $104 million. Municipal Property Assessment Corporation (MPAC) indicates that
this Canadian casino is one of three non-First Nations casinos to gain value over the past five years.
It is also consistently ranked the second-highest producing casino without a race track, according to
a representative of the QMI Agency, one of the largest Canadian media companies. The casinos’
popularity will allow more money to create an immense reduction in the $131.5 billion debt of Illinois.
Summary: I will support legislation that will establish three state-run casinos that will fund Illinoi
pension.

RI-36
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Introduced by:

Referred to Committee: Orange 3

Senate Sponsor:

Samantha Keith

House Sponsor:

Briana Gibson

CoCo-Sponsors:

Marnie Mettler, Arian Osmani

Delegation:

Oswego
A BILL

For an Act Creating Chapter 725 Section 208, of the Illinois Compiled Statutes, relating to
Rape on College Campuses.
BE IT ENACTED BY THE YMCA YOUTH LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ILLINOIS.
1
2
3

Section I. All institutions of higher learning, whether public or private, will be required to
report rapes and sexual assaults perpetrated by or against an enrolled student to the local
police department within 48 hours of notification or discovery of the crime.
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Section II. All students enrolled in a public or private institution of higher learning will be
required to sign a code of conduct as a condition of enrollment. This code of conduct must
include a clause whereby students will waive their right to continue living on the victim’s
campus or attending classes or school functions if formally charged with the crime of rape
or sexual assault.
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Section III. If the accused is found guilty of the charges then the student will be expelled
permanently. If the accused is found not guilty, the student will be allowed to return to
campus and continue their classes and social activities. A student will be allowed to take
online courses during the time between accusation and adjudication.
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Section IV. If the educational facility does not report a rape/assault within the 48 hour
deadline or suspend the charged offender, a fine will be issued by the Illinois Department of
Justice. The penalty for neglecting to report the crime is a fine in the amount of $25,000.
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Section V. This Bill shall go into effect on, August 1, 2015 upon the signature of the Youth
Governor of the State of Illinois.

H-O-10

LOBBYIST POSITION PAPER

Lobbyist Name:

Lauren Frank

Delegation:
Delegation:

Oswego High School

Aligned with Preliminary Bill #:

RI-36

I encourage the YMCA youth legislature to pass a bill that enacts a law requiring universities, colleges
and community colleges to report rapes and sexual assaults involving enrolled student(s) to local
police departments within 48 hours of notification or discovery of the crime.
Universities, colleges and community colleges should be required to report rapes and sexual assaults
involving enrolled students within 48 hours because if reported within this time period chances of
arrest and successful prosecution are maximized. Schools should also suspend the accused offender
immediately and he or she should lose the ability to reside on campus or attend any school function
or event on campus. If the offender is found guilty the school should expel him or her indefinitely.
According to the National Sexual Violence Research Center, 20-25% of women in higher education
levels are victims of sexual assault over the course of their college career, but less than 5% of rapes
are reported to law enforcement. There are multiple reasons female college students do not report
rapes, the most common reasons being they feel like it is their fault or they feel that they will be
ignored. Much like the girls believe there are sexual assault cases that are often ignored this most
often happens when the offender is a college athlete. As stated by the National Coalition Against
Violent Athletes, the general population has a conviction rate of 80% whereas the conviction rate of
athletes is only 36.8%. Athletics bring most colleges the most revenue and positive attention, thus
why athletes are often favored when a sexual assault case is reported. If universities, colleges and
community colleges are required to report sexual assault within 48, suspend the accused and expel
the convicted the amount of sexual assault on higher education level campuses will be reduced.
Summary: I will support all legislation that promotes requirements placed on universities, colleges and
community colleges in order to reduce the amount of sexual assault on college campuses.

H-O-10

LOBBYIST POSITION PAPER
Lobbyist Name:

Mackenzie Lukas

Delegation:
Delegation:

Oswego

Aligned with Preliminary Bill #: RI-36
I encourage the YMCA Youth Legislature to pass a bill that mandates rapes and other sexual assaults
be reported within 48 hours of being notified of such crime(s) in our state’s universities, college, and
community colleges.
College campuses should mandate these crimes be reported not only to ensure the safety of other
students, but to help victims of these crimes feel safe at their school. Students should not have to
have the fear of being sexually assaulted while trying to get a quality education; with stricter laws,
students can peacefully get their education without any worry or fear of what may happen to them.
Victims of these crimes lose out on their further education because of fear. They don’t want to worry
about walking to class and being forced to do anything sexually they do not choose to do.
Because these educational places aren’t strict enough with these laws and regulations, the offender is
more often to strike more than once, by a person the victim knows. According to statistics gathered
by UIC Crime Statistics, more than 70% of rape or sexual assault victims knew their attackers, and
48.8% of women had the same attacker. By enforcing these stricter laws of having higher boards take
action as quickly as possible, campuses will not only be able to lower the rates of sexual assaults on
their campuses, but they are able to remove the offender indefinitely. In addition to that, statistics
taken from Northern Illinois University says that forcible sexual assaults are one of the most common
crimes on the campus. From 2010, sexual assaults on that campus have gone up 15.0%. By enforcing
these stricter laws, not only with the campus be at fault for not reporting the crime, but the campus
will be more encouraged to report the crime and remove the offender.
Summary: I will support all legislation that promotes the safety of victims of rape and sexual assault
on college campuses.

RI-03
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CoCo-Sponsors:
Delegation:

Patrick Greco, Matt Guido
Batavia High School
A Bill

For an Act Amending Chapter 10 Sec 77, of the Illinois Compiled Statutes, relating
to The Abolishment of Gerrymandering in the State of Illinois.
BE IT ENACTED BY THE YMCA YOUTH LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ILLINOIS.
1
2

Section I. With this Bill, the congressional district lines of Illinois will no longer be
drawn by the party of power in the state house, senate, and governor’s office.
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Section II. The drawing of congressional district lines will now be done electronically,
using the same software implemented in the State of Iowa. The computer software Will
create districts that are compact and continuous, while keeping population in mind. The
drawn lines will then be approved by three federal judges.
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Section III. The drawn lines should split counties and cities as little as possible. Greater
leeway is given in splitting larger counties and cities. All districts will be drawn within
one percent of their ideal population (approximately 700,000 people)

10
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Section IV. This bill will go into effect upon the signature of the Youth Governor of
Illinois.

RII-05
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Senate Sponsor:

Jake Craig

House Sponsor:

Ryan Witry

CoCo-Sponsors:

Pat Mulcahy

Delegation:

Andrew

A BILL
For an Act Amending Chapter 46 Section 3-5, of the Illinois Compiled Statutes, relating to
Prison Voting.
BE IT ENACTED BY THE YMCA YOUTH LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ILLINOIS.
1
2
3

Section I. This bill would allow Illinoisans currently serving non-violent offenses, as listed by
the United States Department of Justice, in an Illinois prison to vote in state-wide nonfederal elections.
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Section II. Voting rules and regulations would be carried out per the stated Illinois State
Board of Elections’ guidelines.
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Section III. The prisoners would vote using absentee mail-in ballots, and would register
through their previous place of Illinois residence before incarceration; if no such place can
be listed, they may register through the prison’s address.

9
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Section IV. This Bill shall go into effect on June 1, 2015 upon the signature of the Youth
Governor of the State of Illinois.

H-O-12

LOBBYIST POSITION PAPER
Lobbyist Name:

Nicholas Bobber

Delegation:
Delegation:

Andrew

Aligned with Preliminary Bill #: RII-05

I encourage the YMCA Youth Legislature to pass a bill that grants non-violent incarcerated
inmates the right to vote while incarcerated in state prisons.
5.85 million Americans have lost their right to vote because of incarceration according to the
voting rights group. Citizens get sent to prison to punish them for a crime they have committed.
According to the Illinois State Statute, when someone gets sent to prison they lose the right to
vote. Once released from prison, they can regain the right to vote through a process that has
been proven long and complicated.
Taking away the right to vote from an incarcerated nonviolent felon is unjust according to U.S.
Attorney General John Holder. It’s been over one hundred years since post-confederate states
have used similar laws to oppress colored citizens of their right to vote. A law that strips the
right to vote from prisoners would highly affect the minority population. According to data
gathered by The Sentencing Project, one in nine men will be sent to prison, one in three black
men will be sent to prison, one in six Hispanic men will be sent to prison, and only one in
seventeen white men will be sent to prison. The most popular reason for going to prison is drug
offenses, which two thirds of all people are minority.
According to the eight amendment of the United States Constitution,” the punishment for crime
should be graduated and proportioned to the offense…” A person who gets put in jail for unpaid
traffic tickets doesn’t get the same sentence as a person who gets put into jail for homicide.
They both don’t get the right to vote while incarcerated according to felon voting laws.
Summary: I will support all legislation that grants incarereated,nonviolent individuals suffrage in
state elections. These individuals need the right to vote because the right to vote is one of the
main ideas that the United States was founded apon, and to not allow someone that right is
unjust.

H-O-12

LOBBYIST POSITION PAPER
Lobbyist Name:

Brendan Reilly

Delegation:

Andrew

Aligned with Preliminary Bill #: RII - 05

I encourage the YMCA Youth Legislature to pass a bill that would amend chapter 46, section 3 5 allowing Illinois’ nonviolent prisoners the right to vote in statewide elections.
The Illinois prisons are overcrowded. The amount right now is about 41,154 well over the
original amount of prisoners intended to be held which is about 33,700. Out of the 41,154 70%
of them are nonviolent prisoners who could be contributing to the state-wide elections of
representatives and contributing to the decisions for the betterment of society.
This law would require all election events to be carried out by the Illinois’ Board of Elections.
I believe voting is a basic right that all nonviolent prisoners should be rewarded with.
If the state lets ex-convicts own land, drive, and reproduce, then that means they can be
trusted. If they can be trusted, the ones serving nonviolent sentences should be trusted enough
for their right of voting to be restored. Pamela S. Karlan said “The Eighth Amendment 'succinctly
prohibits 'excessive' sanctions,' and demands that 'punishment for crime should be graduated
and proportioned to the offense”. Denying the right to vote for prisoners is a breach of
constitutional right unless a prisoner was taking away another person's right to vote.
Jeff Manza (Professor of Sociology and Political Science at the Institute) stated “that the fact
that prisoners lose many freedoms does not imply they should lose all their civil rights.”
Summary: I will support all legislation that will grant nonviolent prisoners their right to vote.

RI-57
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Delegation:

Waubonsie Valley
A BILL

For an Act 720, Section 5, Chapter 11 14, of the Illinois Compiled Statutes, relating
to legalizing prostitution.
BE IT ENACTED BY THE YMCA YOUTH LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ILLINOIS.

1
2

Section I. This bill will legalize the practice of prostitution among all consenting
adults, but not brothel ownership or pimping.
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Section II. As referred to in this bill, a prostitute is a male or female person who for
a fee engages in sexual intercourse, oral-genital contact or any touching of the
sexual organs or other intimate parts of a person for the purpose of arousing or
gratifying the sexual desire of either person.
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Section III. All prostitutes must obtain a worker’s permit within 60 days after the
passage of this bill.
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Section IV. All state registered prostitutes must provide a blood sample once a
month to the Health & Medical division of the Illinois Department of Human
Services to be tested for HIV/AIDs, syphilis, and hepatitis. Any prostitute tested
positive for an STI will be immediately removed from the industry, until the DHS can
verify a negative blood test.
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Section V. All clients must pay a $0.70 surcharge per appointment that will go
directly towards condoms, of varying sizes, to be purchased by the state and
delivered in bulk to the prostitute. All prostitutes are required to use a condom
during sexual intercourse.
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Section VI. Newly registered prostitutes will be highly encouraged to provide the
names of pimps or brothels they were formerly associated with.
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Section VII. No prostitute will be allowed to advertise or conduct his/her services in
a public place, including but not limited to public theatre, streets, or highways.
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Section VIII. Any violation of this bill (unless otherwise addressed) will result in a
three-offense punishment system toward both the prostitute and client(s) involved.
For the first offense, the client(s) will be fined $250 and the prostitute will lose
his/her license for a 30 day period. For the second offense, the client(s) will be
fined $1,000 and the prostitute will have his/her license revoked for a 3-month
period. For the third offense, the client(s) will be placed in their county jail for 30
days and the prostitute will lose his/her license for 1 year. Any subsequent
offenses will face the third punishment repeatedly. These punishments will be
enforced by the deputy sheriff and county clerk in the county in which the
prostitute is located.
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Section IX. All prostitutes must present their state-issued worker’s permit to their
clientele before any services are rendered. If there is a failure to show the permit,
the client(s) must leave the premise. Clients are also required to present stateissued ID, proving that they are 18 years of age or older.
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Section X. All prostitutes are required to record the names of their clientele along
with the date(s) of service on a form that will be submitted to a state database
weekly. The database will be monitered by a new branch created in the Department
of Human Services main office in Springfield called the Illinois Prostitution
Institution (IPI). All names recorded will only be used in the case of a criminal
offense and will not be made public.
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Section XI. The IPI will be funded by the taxes collected from prostitute’s salaries.
Prostitutes will be taxed in accordance to state business taxation policies.
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Section XII. The client may also submit a form that goes into the database. Any
occurrence of rape or sexual abuse on either the client(s) or prostitute must be
submitted on respective forms. If the prostitute has been reported by 3 or more
separate clients to be guilty of sexual abuse, he/she will permanently lose his/her
worker’s permit.
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Section XIII. No registered sex offenders, excusing those convicted of statuatory
rape (in the case of proven consensual relations), will be able to participate in
prostitution, either as a client or a prostitute.
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Section IXX. This Bill shall go into effect on April 1st, 2015 upon the signature of
the Youth Governor of the State of Illinois.

H-O-13

LOBBYIST POSITION PAPER

Lobbyist Name:

Katherine Balzer

Delegation:
Delegation:

Waubonsie Valley High School

Aligned with Preliminary Bill #: RI-57

I encourage the YMCA Youth Legislature to pass a bill that legalizes prostitution.
Prostitution should be legalized to regulate the industry and protect the workers. This bill will
help ensure the safety of the prostitutes. By licensing each individual prostitute and regulations,
the industry becomes safer. If prostitutes are required to get a license to work, the amount of
illegal sex work and pimps will decrease. Legalizing prostitution will eliminate pandering, which is
when a person compels another to participate in prostitution. Prostitutes will be able to decide
if they want to take a client. The prostitutes would be able to file complaints if they feel they
were mistreated or if they have any other concerns.
Nevada has passed laws similar to the bill proposal above. There are restrictions placed on the
brothels for the safety of the workers. For instance, all prostitutes and their clients must be
tested for any STD's. Any prostitutes found positive will be removed from the industry to ensure
the safety of all.
With this bill, prostitution will be safer and more regulated than prior to the passing of the bill.
Summary: I will support all legislation that supports the legalization of prostitution.

H-O-13

LOBBYIST POSITION PAPER
Lobbyist Name:

MaryAllison Mahacek

Delegation:

Waubonsie Valley

Aligned With Preliminary Bill #: R1-57
I am encouraging the YMCA Youth Legislature to pass a bill that legalizes the work of those who
engage in sexual activity for payment in the state of Illinois.
The legalization of prostitution would allow for the job to become less of a risk for those who
are employed. Under the watch of the government, it would be regulated more closely because it
would be taken off the black market. Those who are working as prostitutes would be required to
use a condom at all times when partaking in sexual intercourse. Having this as a requirement
and part of the job would lessen the chance of acquiring a sexually transmitted disease, making
the act safer as a whole. Also, people who engage in sexual activity for pay would be better
protected from violent customers because there will be an escort service, and a monitoring of
who is with whom at what time. Not only that, but taking it off the black market and making it a
job affiliated with the government allows the state to make more money, and gain income tax
revenue. Especially in the current state that Illinois is in with the amount of debt we have, it
would be beneficial to make this a state regulated service, therefore creating even more jobs
than we already have.
The concept of the legalization of prostitution has been addressed and legalized in other
countries. According to an article in The Guardian written by Hazel Thompson, Sweden passed
the bill in 1999 and the amount of sex trafficking has decreased dramatically, and the amount
of prostitutes has lessened by two thirds. By decriminalizing prostitution, the likelihood of
women or men being sexually exploited goes down, as the case in Sweden has demonstrated. As
stated by The Examiner, “many prostitutes are at the financial mercy of their pimps, who often
take more than half their income. Legalization would protect their rights.” Allowing the act would
allow for more rights as a worker, and opportunities to get access to health care. The pimps,
who are taking half of the income of the prostitute, would be eliminated if this bill would be
passed. As stated before, and what I would like to reinforce, is that jobs could be created from
the passing of this bill and it could assist the stabilization of the economy. If we are able to
decriminalize prostitution and eliminate some of the stereotypes associated with it, we are on
our way to accepting this type of job as a normalcy.
This bill can and should be passed; it is common sense to allow the legalization of prostitution.
In passing this bill, we not only solidify a part of our economy and help it to grow, but STDs
become less likely to be acquired, and the sexual intercourse becomes a safer act altogether.
Summary: This bill will provide the opportunity to take something that has been on the black
market for so long and make it profitable, creating income tax revenue, which will in turn help
our economy. Having prostitution be a government affiliated job allows for the increased safety
of workers, and allows them to have benefits not given to them in a black market job. There will
be growth in the state of Illinois, and we will come to see prostitution in a more positive light in
this state that will continue to flourish.

RIII-18
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Tyler Williams

House Sponsor:

Eli Smith

Co-Sponsors:

Paetyn Hayes and Megan Thomas

Delegation:

Mt. Vernon
BILL

For an Act creating Chapter 625 Section 5 Chapter 18C Sub-chapter 10, of the Illinois
Compiled Statutes, relating to motor vehicle safety.
BE IT ENACTED BY THE YMCA YOUTH LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ILLINOIS.
1
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Section I. All railroad crossings in the state of Illinois will be required to have active warning
devices. According to statistics in 2012 by the Illinois Commerce Commission and the
Illinois Operation Lifesaver, an organization supported and funded by the Railroad
Association, there were 270 deaths at highway rail crossings and 442 deaths by
trespassing on railroad property.
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Section II. The Illinois Department of Transportation will oversee the deployment of railroad
signals. In Illinois there are 7,400 miles of active railroad tracks that need constant
oversight on any maintenance issues. Illinois has the second largest railroad systems in the
United States. As of 2013 there are 78 rail crossings on public roads that have no
markings whatsoever. In addition 3,683 out of the 10,249 public highway rail crossings in
Illinois have only gates and flashing light. Only 1,618 crossings have flashing lights and
2,297 have only reflectorized Crossbuck signs. The leftover 2,573 are public grade bridge
crossings.
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Section III. The funding for the Department of Transportation to fulfill this duty will come
from an additional $5.00 increase on all annual Illinois license fees. After all railroad
crossings are placed and paid off the $5.00 increase on Illinois license fees will stay intact
and be added to the Illinois Department of Transportation’s budget to repair and replace
defective active warning devices that may need to be repaired all over the state of Illinois
on an as needed basis.
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Section IV. This Bill shall go into effect on January 1, 2016 upon the signature of the Youth
Governor of the State of Illinois.

H-O-14
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Lobbyist Name:

Brandon Rutherford

Delegation:
Delegation:

Mt. Vernon

Aligned with Preliminary Bill #: RIII-18
I encourage YMCA Youth legislature to pass a bill that mandates Railroad Safety
Railroad trains have a much larger mass than regular vehices do so the capcity time for them to
brake and completely stop is longer than regular vehicles. In gerneral, trains do not stop at level
crossings but rely on vehicles and pedestrians to clear the tracks in advance. On average, over 300
accidents happen in the united states at level crossings. Upgrading to electric signals will reduce
these accidents. This improvement will stop people from trying to beat trains or let pedestrians know
who have headphones in around the tracks and cant hear the train.
There are 10,249 public highway-rail crossings located within illinois. Only 3,683 higway-rail
crossings with flashing lights and gates. 1,618 with only flashing lights. 2,297 with inly reflectorized
cross buck signs and 78 with no markings at all .Also, 2,573 public grade seperated bridge crossings.
Illinois has more than 7,400 miles of railroad tracks, the 2nd largest rail system of any state in the
natiom Over 500 million tons of freight move on illinois' rail systems each year. Approximately 20
million tons of chemicals, many which are hazardous, are transported on illinois' rail system.
This new upgrade will prevent a lot of crashes and padestrian accidents and could save millions from
being sewed, chemicals wasted, train carts damaged, and tracks being damaged. Let's make this new
upgrade for the better.
Summary: I will support all legislation that promotes Railroad Saftey for the saftey of trains.

RIII-10
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STATE OF ILLINOIS
Sixty
Sixty-Sixth
Sixth Session
Illinois Youth Legislature

Introduced by:

Referred to Committee: Orange 5

Senate Sponsor:

Cole Courson

House Sponsor:

Tommy Weiss

CoCo-Sponsors:

Luke Hickman, Matt Hyde

Delegation:

Williamsville
A BILL

For an Act Creating Chapter 235, Section 5/10-11, of the Illinois Compiled Statutes,
relating to the minimum drinking age.
BE IT ENACTED BY THE YMCA YOUTH LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ILLINOIS.
1
2

Section I. The purchase and consumption of alcoholic beverages at or below 5% alcohol by
volume will be legal for individuals who have a drinking license.

3
4

Section II. The license will need to have the owner’s picture, date of birth and physical
description. The license will cost $50.

5
6
7

Section III. In order to obtain a drinking license, an individual must have been a resident of
Illinois for at least one year, have a completely clean record, a high school diploma, and be
at least eighteen years of age.

8
9
10
11
12

Section IV. The Zero Tolerance Act for driving under the influence will still be in place. Any
incident of intoxicated driving would indefinitely suspend the “drinking license’s” privileges.
Also, three or more class D misdemeanor driving violations within the span of 3 years would
terminate the license. Any misdemeanor driving violations higher than class D will
immediately revoke the license.

13
14

Section V. If an individual commits a crime before reaching the age of twenty-one the
license will be revoked.

15

Section VI. One cannot purchase alcohol between the hours of 12:00 AM to 10:00 AM.

16
17
18

Section VII. Providing or supplying alcohol to a minor is typically punished as a
misdemeanor offense. However, the crime may also be considered a felony depending on the
circumstances of the case.

19
20

Section VIII. This Bill shall go into effect on January 1, 2016 upon the signature of the
Youth Governor of the State of Illinois.

H-O-15

LOBBYIST POSITION PAPER
Lobbyist Name:

Micah Weiss

Delegation:
Delegation:

Williamsville High School

Aligned with Preliminary Bill #: RIII-10
I encourage the YMCA Youth Legislature to pass a bill that promotes the application of a license
allowing the holder to purchase any alcoholic beverage with an alcohol content of 5 percent alcohol
by volume (ABV) or lower.
All laws concerning the age at which alcohol can be purchased should be reformed to allow the
application of a license by a citizen of 18 years that enables him/her to purchase alcohol, because we
believe full citizenship should be granted at 18 instead of only partial citizenship. Once the age of
eighteen is reached a person is considered a full adult and can be tried as such in the court of law.
Many privileges are gained once adulthood is reached, including joining the military, buying tobacco,
gambling and becoming independent of parental control. We find it wrong that one can put down his
or her life at the age of eighteen, but the individual cannot buy a drink containing alcohol.

Summary: I will support all legislation that promotes the application of a license allowing the holder
to purchase any alcoholic beverage with an alcohol content of seven percent or lower.

RI-01
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STATE OF ILLINOIS
SixtySixty-Sixth Session
Illinois Youth Legislation
Introduced by:

Referred to Committee: Orange 5

Senate Sponsor:

Elyse Burns

House Sponsor:

Erin Tevonian

CoCo-Sponsors:

Lexi Slome

Delegation:

Batavia
A BILL

For an Act creating Chapter 300, Section 1 of the Illinois Compiled Statutes, relating to the
mandating of organ donation among all citizens of the state of Illinois.
BE IT ENACTED BY THE YMCA YOUTH LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ILLINOIS.
1
2

Section I. All citizens of the state of Illinois are automatically registered as organ donors in
the “Illinois Donor Program”.

3
4
5
6
7

Section II. Donors wishing to limit organ donation are required to fill out a “Restricted
Illinois Donor Program” registration form, denoting their religious beliefs and their
preferences on donating additional organs or restricting the same. This information will be
included on all forms of state issued identification, as well as kept on record at the office
of the secretary of state.

8
9
10
11

Section III. All available organ donors in the state of Illinois must donate the following vital
organs if they’re deemed suitable for donation: heart, lungs, liver, kidneys, pancreas, and
intestinal organs. Additional organs that you can choose to donate include but are not
limited to eyes, skin, heart valves, bones, blood vessels, hair and other body tissues.

12
13

Section IV. This Bill shall go into effect upon the signature of the Youth Governor of the
State of Illinois.

RIII-19
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Introduced by:

Referred to Committee: Orange 5

Senate Sponsor:

Wade Xanders

House Sponsor:

Daniel Flood

CoCo-Sponsors:

Emily Kniffen

Delegation:

Mount Vernon Township
A BILL

For an Act creating section 730 chapter 133, of the Illinois Compiled Statutes, relating to
prisoner early release program.
BE IT ENACTED BY THE YMCA YOUTH LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ILLINOIS.
1
2

Section I. Prisoners in the Illinois will have the opportunity to donate organs and tissues
specified in section II for a reduced sentence.

3
4

Section II. Organs that can be donated are limited to the following: liver, lung, pancreas and
intestine. Tissue donations include bone marrow and blood cells.

5
6
7
8

Section III. 15% off a prison sentence will be granted for the donation of any of the organs
listed above. the donation of a pint of blood will grant 5% off a prison sentence. The
donation of bone marrow will grant 10% off a prison sentence. Each prisoner is limited to a
total of three donations.

9
10
11
12

Section IV. Prisoners on drug charges are not elegable for this progam. Prisoners convicted
of non-violent crimes (excluding drug crimes) are eligible. Prisoners convicted for a life
sentence are not eligible. Prisoners convicted of violent crimes that have no other criminal
record are eligible.

13
14

Section V. This bill will be enacted on July 4th, 2015 upon the signature of the youth
governor of Illinois.

H-O-17

LOBBYIST POSITION PAPER
Lobbyist Name:

Walker Brockhouse

Delegation:
Delegation:

Mt. Vernon Township High School

Aligned with Preliminary Bill #: RIII-19
I encourage the YMCA Youth legislature to pass a bill that allows inmates to make organ or blood
donations to take time off of their sentence.
Currently the United States has more people waiting for an organ donation than there are donors.
According to Department of Health and Human Services on average there are 18 people that die each
and every day waiting for an organ donation. These people should be given more hope to live.
According to Illinois Department of Corrections as of June 30, 2013 there were 48,877 inmates in
Illinois prisons. If a fraction of these prisoners donate an organ or blood it could save many people’s
lives.
As of April 2009, over 79,000 individuals were waiting for a kidney transplant in the United States,
but only approximately 10,500 kidneys were donated by nonliving donors. Because the demand for
kidney donations greatly exceeds this supply, the average waiting time for a kidney is slightly over
three years. This waiting time could be reduced significantly by allowing inmates to donate organs or
blood.
Imprisoned felons should be given the opportunity to donate organs or blood in exchange for a
reduction of their sentence. By making this a legal alternative for prisoners many lives in Illinois
could be saved and the State of Illinois would save approximately 20,000 dollars per inmate for each
year they are no in an Illinois prison in the future.
Summary: I will support all legislation that promotes and allows inmates to donate organs or blood to
reduce the time on their sentence.

H-O-17

LOBBYIST POSITION PAPER
Lobbyist Name:

Emma Caserotti

Delegation:
Delegation:

Mt. Vernon Township High School

Aligned with Preliminary Bill #: RIII-19
I encourage the YMCA Youth Legislature to pass a bill that allows inmates to make organ or blood
donations in order to shorten their prison sentence.
The need for organ transplants is a serious problem in our nation. According to data gathered by the
U.S. Department of Health and Human Services, an average of 18 people die each day waiting for
organ transplants. Since our nation is in dire need of organ donors, hospitals should be able to look
to prisons for possible donors. Data from the Illinois Department of Corrections shows the total
prison population of 2013 at 48,877 inmates. A substantial amount of lives could be saved if only a
fraction of these inmates could donate.
It is also very costly for states to care for so many inmates. Offering a shortened sentence in return
for donating organs or blood could aid in annually lowering those costs as well as offer an incentive
for donation. According to the data from the Illinois Department of Corrections, it costs the state, on
average, $20,927 to care for a single prisoner for a year. Simply shortening the sentence of 5
prisoners by a year could save the state $104,635, which they could then use to fund other things.
Allowing inmates to donate organs or blood in exchange for a shortened sentence time is beneficial
for our nation. Not only could the lives of those waiting for organ transplants be saved, but this
could potentially save the state the money that it costs to fund the large amount of prisoners.
Summary: I will support all legislation that promotes allowing inmates to make organ or blood
donations to shorten their sentence time.

RII-41
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STATE OF ILLINOIS

SixtySixty-Sixth Session
Illinois Youth Legislature

Introduced by:

Referred to Committee: Orange 5

Senate Sponsor:

Thomas Fitzmaurice

House Sponsor:

Liam Cherry

CoCo-Sponsors:

Sally Nijim, Zachery Wolski

Delegation:

Willowbrook High School
A BILL

For an Act Creating Chapter 50 Section 770, of the Illinois Compiled Statutes,
relating to Police Demilitarization and Reform.
BE IT ENACTED BY THE YMCA YOUTH LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ILLINOIS.

1
2

Section I. No law enforcement agency in the State of Illinois may acquire equipment from
the United States Federal Government or any of its agencies.

3
4
5

Section II. Any equipment acquired from the United States Federal Government since
January 1st, 2000 that is in the possession of law enforcement agencies in Illinois must be
rendered inoperable and removed from the agencies’ possession by July 4th, 2016.

6

Section III. Sections I & II shall only apply to equipment with force application potential.

7
8
9
10
11
12

Section IV. Law enforcement agencies serving populations with fewer than 35,000
residents are prohibited from acquiring or operating any equipment initially manufactured
for military application. This provision shall not apply to standard sidearms. Any law
enforcement agencies serving populations with fewer than 35,000 residents that are
currently in possession of such equipment shall remove the offending equipment from their
possession by January 1st, 2016.

13
14
15

Section V. For every precinct or equivalent in a law enforcement agency’s jurisdiction a 5
member community oversight board shall be created. Any funding for these boards shall be
provided by local municipalities.

16
17
18

a. Members of this board shall be residents of the community they represent for 5
or more years; Be 21 years of age or older; Not have received a major criminal
conviction in the past 20 years; Not be a current law enforcement official, have a
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19
20
21
22

close association with law enforcement, or have been a law enforcement official in
the last 7 years; Be elected with a majority in a general election; Serve for a term
of 2 years upon election; Begin their terms on the January 1st following the general
election; Receive a yearly stipend of $10,000; Be non-partisan;

23

b. Boards shall meet at least twice a month in a setting open to the public.

24

c. All actions of a board must be approved by a majority of board members;

25
26
27
28
29
30
31
32

d. In the precinct or equivalent they serve the board shall hold the power to hold
public hearings; Conduct investigations; Subpoena law enforcement and other
relevant parties; Suspend any officer assigned to precinct or equivalent for up to
60 days without pay and up to 120 days with pay; Fire law enforcement officials
who have been suspended more than 3 times or have committed egregious
misconduct; Order the promotion of law enforcement officials who demonstrate
exemplary behavior; Approve and remove the precinct or equivalent’s commanding
officer.

33
34
35
36
37

e. In respect to these boards & board members, law enforcement agencies shall
withhold or Censor no document subpoenaed by a board; Prescribe no extra
scrutiny to board members or their families’; Place no pressure on the board or its
members to in attempt to influence a board’s decision; Not hire any person fired by
these boards for a period of 5 years.

38
39
40

Section VI. All law enforcement officials exercising their legal powers shall wear a fully
functional officer mounted camera that has an unobstructed recording field of an official’s
field of view at all times.

41
42
43
44
45

a. These officer mounted cameras shall provide clear audio and video of all events
recorded; Record constantly and overwrite data that was not manually recorded
every 10 minutes; Save all data collected 6 minutes prior to manual recording
commencing; Note on the video the date and time the data was recorded; Have
enough onboard digital storage to hold 24 hours’ worth of high quality video.

46
47
48
49
50

b. Law enforcement officials equipped with an officer mounted camera shall
manually begin recording during any interaction where police powers are planned to
be or are exercised; not stop recording until the officer finishes exercising their
power in that incident; Make those persons being recorded aware that recording is
taking place.

51
52
53
54
55
56
57
58
59

c. Law enforcement agencies in possession of data acquired from officer mounted
recording devices shall not make recoded data available to officers prior to filing an
incident report; Keep all recorded data confidential, and only release it when legally
obligated to, such as when it is pertinent to an investigation or court case; To the
best of the department’s ability, alert non law enforcement individuals who appear
on recorded data; Make data available free of charge upon request to those
depicted in said data as well as parties authorized by the depicted individuals; Hold
recorded data for no more than 8 weeks, unless the data is pertinent to a criminal
investigation or trial. Data must be held for 4 weeks.
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60
61

Section VII. The demographic makeup a law enforcement agency must, within reason,
reflect the demographic makeup of the population they serve.

62
63

Section VIII. Funding for this act shall come from the issue of $45,000,000 of
bonds and an additional 3.2% sales tax on the sale of firearms.

64
65

Section IX. Law enforcement officials are required to be involved outside of their
employment in the communities they serve, within reason.

66
67
68

Section X. All law enforcement officials must undergo racial bias training against
the use of force. Law enforcement agencies and officials are prohibited from
utilizing racial profiling.

69
70
71
72
73
74
75
76
77
78
79
80

Section XI. Violation of the regulations defined in Section VI shall result in a
suspension of 45 days without pay for an individual's 1st offence; A suspension of
90 days without pay for an individual’s 2nd offence; A suspension of 120 days
without pay for an individual’s 3rd offence; Loss of position and permanent
prohibition of police powers for an individual's 4th offence; 3 months of close
oversight by the state’s Attorney General’s Office for a law enforcement agency's
1st violation; 9 months of close oversight by the state’s Attorney General’s Office
for a law enforcement agency's 2nd violation; 12 months suspension of powers and
responsibilities and replacement by the Illinois State Police for a law enforcement
agency's 3rd violation; A permanent disbandment of a law enforcement agency
upon their 4th violation. The law enforcement agency shall be formed as a
replacement shall contain no officials from the prior agency.

81
82
83
84

Section XII. Section V shall go into effect on January 1st, 2016. The first board
members shall be elected in the general election occurring on November 8th, 2016
and assume their posts at 12:00pm on January 1st, 2017; Section VI shall go into
effect on January 1st, 2016; Section XI shall go into effect on January 1st, 2017.

85
86

Section XIII. This Bill shall go into effect on May 1st, 2015 upon the signature of the
Youth Governor of the State of Illinois.

H-O-18

LOBBYIST POSITION PAPER
Lobbyist Name:

Forrest Kirchner

Delegation:
Delegation:

Willowbrook High School

Aligned with Preliminary Bill #: RII-41
I encourage the YMCA Youth Legislature to pass a bill that will demilitarize and reform all
police in the state of Illinois.
All law enforcement agencies and officials in Illinois should be demilitarized. In this bill it
states that all police officers must wear a mounted camera on them at all times. These cameras will
provide greater accountability and a new tool for use in investigations and court cases. These
cameras have been shown to reduce use of force and civilian complaints by drastic amounts.
The actions taken in this bill will save Illinois taxpayers millions of dollars. While there is an
initial price tag of fifty-million dollars, they will pay for themselves in just a few years. Since 2004,
Chicago has spent over $500,000,000 on lawsuits that could have and will be avoided if this bill is
passed. I also support the idea that all law enforcement agencies serving populations less than
35,000 people should be stripped of any military equipment to reduce the excessive use of SWAT
forces that degrades community trust. Removing excessive military equipment statewide will have
similar effects in restoring community trust.
Overall, this bill will save Illinois taxpayers millions of dollars and restore community trust in
police forces, making all of us safer, and making the police’s jobs easier.
Summary: I will support all legislation and legislators that promote police demilitarization and reform.

RIII-12
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STATE OF ILLINOIS
Sixty
Sixty-Sixth Session
Illinois Youth Legislature

Introduced by:

Referred to Committee: Orange 6

Senate Sponsor:

Madison Carey

House Sponsor:

Janessa Wildermuth

CoCo-Sponsors:
Sponsors:

Deep Patel, Taylor Simmonds

Delegation:

Carterville

A BILL
For an Act Creating Chapter 105, Section 5, of the Illinois Compiled Statutes, relating to
replacing Columbus Day with Indigenous Peoples' Day.
BE IT ENACTED BY THE YMCA YOUTH LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ILLINOIS.
1

Section I. The second Monday of October shall no longer be known as Columbus Day.

2

Section II. The second Monday of October shall now be known as Indigenous Peoples’ Day.

3
4

Section III. Indigenous Peoples’ Day shall be observed by all state institutions. All state
facilities will be closed on the second Monday of October.

5
6

Section IV. This Bill shall go into effect on January 1, 2016, upon the signature of the
Youth Governor of the State of Illinois.

H-O-19

LOBBYIST POSITION PAPER
Lobbyist Name:

Abigail Huber

Delegation:

Carterville High School

Aligned with Preliminary Bill #: RIII-12
I encourage the YMCA Youth Legislature to pass a bill that mandates the elimination of
Coulumbus Day and replaces it with Indigenous Peoples’ Day from the observed Illinois state
calendar.
The state of Illinois should be mandated to eliminate Columbus Day from the observed Illinois
state calendar. This holiday will be replaced by “Indigenous Peoples’ Day” on the second Monday
of October. Indigenous Peoples Day will acknowledge and reflect Illinois’s long history of preColumbian human inhabitaion. This bill will allow the people of Illinois to become educated on
the true violent history that is the Spanish arrival to the Americas, as well as the hardships and
sacrifices the orignial inhabitants of the Americas lived through.
In 1492 Christopher Columbus did sail the Atlantic Ocean, but he did not discover the Americas
first, as many believe. Half a millennium before Columbus spotted the shores of the Bahammas, a
Viking tribe, led by Lief Eriksson stepped foot on Greenland. In 1960 Norwegian explorer Helge
Ingstad found Viking artifacts dating back to 1000 A.D. on the northernmost tip of
Newfoundland. This historical discovery disproves the belief that Columbus was the first to
discover the Americas.
Within two years after Columbus set foot on Hispaniola, the present-day Dominican Republic
and Haiti, the population of the native inhabitants decreased by half. When Columbus first
encountered the natives, he realized how friendly and hard working they were and wrote in his
journal, “They offered to share with anyone and when you ask for something, they never say no."
Columbus then seized upon the opportunity to make money off them by enslaving the natives,
forcing them to work in his gold mines, and selling the native women and young girls for
pleasures, decimating the population in the process. To dedicate a day to a man who is
responsible for the genocide of an entire population is inhumane and unethical, which is why the
addition of Indigenous Peoples’ Day to the Illinois observed state calendar is necessary to
properly recognize the Indigenous Peoples whose population Christopher Columbus decimated.
The elimination of Columbus day from the Illinois state calendar and the addition of “Indigenous
Peoples’ Day” will pay respect and homage to the natives who were brutally treated and killed
under the direction of Christopher Columbus and those that followed him to Hispaniola.
Summary: I will support all legislation that promotes the elimination of Columbus Day from the
observed Illinois state calendar that will be replaced by “Indigineous Persons Day”
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Introduced by:

Referred to Committee: Orange 6

Senate Sponsor:

Keegan Hollyer

House Sponsor:

Andrew Baise

CoCo-Sponsors:

Sam Cripe and Matt Powell

Delegation:

Wheaton Warrenville South High School
A BILL

For an Act Creating Section 61 of Chapter 625, of the Illinois Compiled Statutes, relating to
a vehicle property tax .
BE IT ENACTED BY THE YMCA YOUTH LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ILLINOIS.
1
2
3
4
5

Section I. The infrastructure of this state is in dire straights. Usually, the federal
government would step in, but they are yet to do so. Considering the current fiscal situation
of Illinois, it is unlikely that the state as it is would be able to fight our aging infrastructure
problem in a significant way. Thus, we propose a vehicle property tax to create an
infrastructure fund to help rebuild our decaying infrastructure.

6
7
8
9
10

Section II. If this bill is passed, it would create a .25% percent property tax on all private
and commercial vehicles registered with the Department of Motor Vehicles. The .25% tax is
applicable to the purchase price for the first 5 years of ownership. After 5 years, it is the
responsibility of the Department of Motor Vehicles, in conjunction with the Department of
Transportation, to devise an equation that will account for the depreciation of cars.

11
12
13
14
15
16

Section III. The property tax is to be paid at the same time the stickers are re-registered.
Suspicious activity, such as under-reported purchase prices, will be investigated by the
Department of Motor Vehicles in conjunction with other state departments if necessary.
Vehicle property tax fraud and evasion will be punished to the fullest extent of the law; and
the penalties for committing such acts will be decided by the Department of Motor Vehicles,
and the Department of Transportation.

17
18

Section IV. This Bill shall go into effect on January 1, 2016 upon the signature of the Youth
Governor of the State of Illinois.

H-O-20

LOBBYIST POSITION PAPER
Lobbyist Name:

Kayla Kelly

Delegation:
Delegation:

Wheaton Warrenville South

Aligned with Preliminary Bill #: RI-64

I encourage the YMCA Youth Legislature to pass a bill that creates a property tax on all
privately and commercially owned vehicles in order to help rebuild Illinois’ infrastructure fund.
Illinois is a major transportation hub. With a major city and central location, people are
constantly traveling to and through Illinois. Currently, Illinois’ infrastructure does not have the
funds to repair damaged roads and bridges.
As of 2013, 73% of Illinois’ roads are in poor or mediocre condition and 2,311 bridges are
considered structurally deficient. This embarrassingly high number of bridges and raods in need
of repair creates unsafe driving conditions, but because of the current state of the
infrastructure fund, the government simply does not have the money to fund the repairs.
Driving on these faulty roads is costing Illinois motorists an extra $2.4 billion a year in vehicle
repairs- which breaks down to about $449 per motorist. This tax is a small price to pay
compared to the fees of repairing a damaged car.
This year, the infrastructure report card, which is given out by various members of the American
Society of Civil Engineers, stated that Illinois received an overall grade of C-, and although this
is a step up from the D+ given out in 2010, there is still a lot of room for improvement, which
can only be done with the passing of this bill.
Summary: I support this bill and encourage the rebuilding of Illinois' infrastructure fund by
creating a property tax on vehicles in order to create safer driving conditions throughout the
state.
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Introduced by:

Referred to Committee: H-O-21

Senate Sponsor:

Kelsi Lewis

House Sponsor:

Jessie Page

CoCo-Sponsors:

Ethan Hamburger, Jacob White

Delegation:

SesserSesser-Valier

A BILL
For an Act Amending Chapter 625, Section 5/11, of the Illinois Compiled Statutes, relating
to handicap parking space usage by women in the third trimester of pregnancy.
BE IT ENACTED BY THE YMCA YOUTH LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ILLINOIS.
1
2

Section I. All person(s) in their third trimester of pregnancy may utilize public handicap
parking spaces.

3
4
5
6

Section II. Handicap parking registration and stickers will be presented by a physician upon
the woman officially entering into her third trimester and by her request. This parking
registration is valid through the woman’s third trimester and will have an expiration date of
three weeks after her scheduled due date.

7
8

Section III. Any person found to be guilty of violating these provisions shall be fined $250,
as well as any added extra costs connected with the removal or storage of the vehicle.

9
10

Section IV. This Bill shall go into effect on June 1, 2015 upon the signature of the Youth
Governor of the State of Illinois.
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Introduced by:

Referred to Committee: Orange 7

Senate Sponsor:

Megan Behan

House Sponsor:

Felicia Wildermuth

CoCo-Sponsors:
Sponsors:

Julianna Johnson, Erin Wood

Delegation:

Carterville

A BILL
For an Act Creating Chapter 200, Section 1, of the Illinois Compiled Statutes,
relating to the establishment of vegetable gardens in Illinois State prisons.
BE IT ENACTED BY THE YMCA YOUTH LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ILLINOIS.

1
2

Section I. All prisons in the State of Illinois must establish a vegetable garden
within the prison grounds.

3

Section II. The vegetable garden shall be maintained by the inmates of said prison.

4
5
6
7
8
9

Section III. Procedures for becoming a member of the program is as follows: Any
interested inmate who is at some point in the future eligible for parole and have
not been penalized for disruptive or violent behavior six months before signing up
shall be considered eligible for the program. Preference shall then be given to the
nonviolent offenders on this list before violent offenders are given entry to the
program.

10
11
12

Section IV. A nonviolent offender is defined as a person who committed a drug
offense, a white-collar crime, or any other crimes in which no person was
threatened with and/or suffered bodily harm or death.

13
14
15

Section V. A violent offender is defined as a person who committed a violent crime.
A violent crime is defined as a robbery, assault, sexual assault, rape, and/or
murder.

16
17
18

Section VI. Any inmate who enters the program but does not participate in the
program shall be removed from the program and become ineligible for readmittance to the program.

19
20
21

Section VII. In order to become certified, the inmate must spend one growing
season in the program. A growing season is defined as the period of time from the
last hard frost in the spring to the first hard frost in the fall.

22
23
24
25

Section VIII. Upon completion of the program, the inmate will be issued a state
certificate verifying their competence in one of the following areas: Horticulture,
landscaping, soil composition, or any other area in which they focus their time in
the program.

26
27
28

Section IX. The proceeds of said garden shall be used by the prison kitchen. Any
proceeds not used shall be sent to food pantries, food banks, and/or other
charities.

29
30
31

Section X. The initial cost of establishing the gardens and the supplies used shall
be provided by the State. Any funds saved by the program shall then reimburse the
expenditures used for the program.

32
33

Section XI. If a prison has fewer than five inmates interested in the program, the
prison shall not be required to establish a vegetable garden.

34
35

Section XII. This Bill shall go into effect on June 1, 2015, upon the signature of the
Youth Governor of the State of Illinois.

H-O-22

LOBBYIST POSITION PAPER
Lobbyist Name:

Ashton Szymcek

Delegation:
Delegation:

Carterville High School

Aligned with Preliminary Bill #: RIII-13
I encourage the YMCA Youth Legislature to pass a bill that mandates all prisons having organic
gardens for prisoners to work in and maintain.
Our prisons should be required to have gardens that inmates maintain. A gardening program would
have many benefits, these gardens give prisoners marketable skills which have proven to reduce the
rate at which former inmates return. It also allows them to grow their own food or to be able to give
back to their community, saving the state money. In addition, gardening gives prisoners a productive
outlet while they serve their time
Placing gardens in prisons has already been embraced in many prisons all across the United States
including, Enfield, CT, Bedford Hills, NY and San Francisco, CA. The Garden Project, and other similar
programs, are putting gardens in low security prisons where they feel the inmates won’t need as
much security and aren’t a flight risk. So far, their results show it lessens the rate at which inmates
are brought back to jail. In San Quentin, California the Planting Justice Program has dropped the male
recidivism rate of the people in the program, from 40% to 10%. Another new law has taken effect in
Minnesota requiring faculties, whose space and security allow for gardens, to have them. According
to the article supporters say, “It would save the state money and give the inmates a productive
outlet while they serve their time.” (Nelson). The inmates feel as if they are finding a way to give back
to the community to make up for the wrong they have done. Many other low security prisons have
seen improved results in their recidivism rates and support the idea of prison gardens.
Prison gardens also save the state money. In the Sandusky County Jail in Ohio, Kyle Overmeyer, the
county jail manager, estimates the garden saved the jail more than $25,000 on its first year of
operation. Many jails opt not to keep the food for themselves, but to donate it to local food pantries.
In Wisconsin the largest prison harvested 75,000 pounds of produce last year and gave it to the
local food pantry.
Prison gardens would help to rehabilitate our prisoners and allow them to live better lives. By
requiring gardens in prisons, the State of Illinois would save money and help freed inmates live a
better life.
Summary: I will support all legislation that promotes rehabilitation through introducing gardens into
prisons.

RI-65
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Introduced by:

Referred to Committee: Orange 7

Senate Sponsor:

Zach Orlove

House Sponsor:

James Zurawski

CoCo-Sponsors:

Noah Min, Steve Kerby

Delegation:

Wheaton Warrenville South
South
A BILL

For an Act creating Chapter 610 Section 135, of the Illinois Compiled Statutes, relating to
High-Speed Rails.
BE IT ENACTED BY THE YMCA YOUTH LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ILLINOIS.
1
2
3

Section I. This Bill creates a statewide initiative for the creation of a high-speed rail line,
running from Chicago to East Saint Louis, and for the placement of a distributed wind and
solar energy system to power said rail line.

4
5
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Section II. The funding of the initiatives will come from various sources. The Federal
American Recovery and Reinvestment Act of 2009 will be used to supply 10 billion dollars
to the project. The United States Department of Energy has made $50 million available for
use in state initiatives for green energy. Additional monies would be obtained via a sales
tax of 5% on all tickets of high speed rail sold. The 474 km dedicated rail line would cost
$30 million per km, or $14.2 billion.
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Section III. Under this Bill, the Office of High Technology Transportation (OHTT) is created
under the Illinois State Department of Transportation for the purpose of heading this and
future high-speed rail projects, as well as accessing monies described in Section 2. The
Office of Energy Conversion (OEC) is created under the Illinois State Department of Natural
Resources for the purpose of creating the distributed energy grid for this project, and to
head conversion to more environmentally friendly energy sources in the future.

16
17

Section IV. This Bill shall go into effect on Jan 1, 2016 upon the signature of the Youth
Governor of the State of Illinois.

RI-44
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Introduced by:

Referred to Committee: Orange 7

Senate Sponsor:

Jack Rogalla

House Sponsor:

Cristian Sanjuan

Co-Sponsors:

Michael Driggers and Lukas Bender

Delegation:

Oswego High School
A BILL

For an Act creating Chapter 410, Section 131, of the Illinois Compiled Statutes, relating
to Medical Psilocybin.
BE IT ENACTED BY THE YMCA YOUTH LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ILLINOIS.

1
2
3

Section I. This bill will allow psychiatrists to prescribe psilocybin for certain mental
health issues. Those mental health issues will include post-traumatic stress disorder,
anxiety, and depression.

4
5

Section II. In addition, this bill will legalize agricultural facilities for production of
psilocybin so as to ensure a uniform product purely for medical purposes.
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Section III. In order to enforce this bill, the Illinois Department of Health and Human
Services will ensure psilocybin is being distributed only to approved dispensaries. In
addition, the Illinois Department of Agriculture will work to ensure the agricultural
facilities are maturing the product purely for medical use. All departments will
accomplish this goal by doing quarterly checks throughout all aspects of the
maturing/distribution process, along with random inspections.
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Section IV. If medical malpractice is determined on the part of any psychiatrist who
prescribes psilocybin, that psychiatrist will be punished in accordance with current
medical malpractice laws. Failure for patients to properly utilize the medication as
prescribed will be prosecuted. Those working in the agricultural facilities that mature
psilocybin will be prohibited from taking product from the facility except to deliver to
approved dispensaries; the employee(s) may face jail time and will be immediately
terminated from their position.

19
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Section V. Funding for this bill will come from fines placed upon those who grow
psilocybin illegally, domestic violence offenders, as well as drug users and
distributors of any illicit substance.
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Section IV. This Bill shall go into effect on January 1, 2016 upon the signature of the
Youth Governor of the State of Illinois.

RIII-29
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Introduced by:

Referred to Committee: Orange 7

Senate Sponsor:

Zach Mabry

House Sponsor:

Blake Dorris

Co-Sponsors:

Jake Styve, Dustin Kemp

Delegation:

SesserSesser-Valier High School
A BILL

For an Act Creating Chapter 105 Section 122, of the Illinois Compiled Statutes, relating to
Carbon Monoxide detectors in schools.
BE IT ENACTED BY THE YMCA YOUTH LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ILLINOIS.
1

Section I. This bill shall be known as the "Carbon Monoxide Safety Act".

2
3

Section II. All public school districts within the state of Illinois shall be required to install a
carbon monoxide detector at least 1 every 250 feet.

4
5

Section III. Any school found to be non-compliant with this act shall be fined $5,000 for
each year that the school is found non-compliant.

6
7

Section IV. The non-compliant school(s) will be fined by the Illinois Department of Public
Health.

8
9

Section V. The monitoring of the proper placement of the carbon monoxide detectors shall
be performed at the same time as normal school safety inspection.

10
11

Section VI. This Bill shall go into effect on June 1, 2016 upon the signature of the Youth
Governor of the State of Illinois.

H-O-25

LOBBYIST POSITION PAPER
Lobbyist Name:

Jared Leslie

Delegation:
Delegation:

SesserSesser-Valier

Aligned with Preliminary Bill #: RIII-29
I encourage the YMCA Youth Legislature to pass a bill that mandates that schools use a carbon
monoxide detection system.
Our schools should be mandated to have a carbon monoxide detection system, because it would
increase the safety of the students attending. Carbon Monoxide is a colorless, odorless, tasteless,
poisonous gas. Any school can afford the detection system. There are systems that plug in that cost
20-30 dollars. It’s a small cost to potentially save lives.
In 2012, 49 students and staff were sickened by carbon monoxide at an elementary school in
Atlanta, GA. In Utah, 44 students and teachers were sickened. The CDC estimates 430 people die
each year from carbon monoxide poisoning. USA Today found that at least 349 students and staff
were treated and more than 3,000 were evacuated during a five year period. These numbers and
tragic situations could be reduced if schools had carbon monoxide detector systems. Carbon
monoxide can be emitted by gas fired tools, machines, or by the heating system in schools. Despite
these risks, Connecticut and Maryland are the only states that require these systems in schools.
Illinois should join these other states in leading the nation toward improved safety in schools.
Summary: I will support all legislation that promotes schools to use carbon monoxide detectors.
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COMMENTS

A PRAYER FOR THE SENATE
Give us wisdom as we begin to be confronted with beginning our lives as
adults, as leaders and speakers of what is right and what is wrong, and as we
start to get carried away in how our future will look tomorrow, not how we
can create a better present today. Give us courage to speak our minds, to
showcase new ideas and passions that will someday make for a better world.
Give us patience so that we can truly understand where one is coming from in
their ideas and beliefs, even if we can’t see their side of the situation at the
time. Give us amity to create new memories with those around us, and to
continue to make more memories with those already close, and to team up
with others to make one become one million. Finally, give us peace to find who
we are inside, and to discover the paths we choose to come across. God,
Gods, Allah, Yahweh, lack thereof, and any others I fail to mention now, thank
you for giving us all of these gifts that will help us in all of our future
endeavors.

Senator Emily Sexauer
Chaplain of the Orange Senate
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Introduced by:

Referred to Committee: Orange 1

Senate Sponsor:

Alexis Garcia

House Sponsor:
Sponsor:

Isaiah Tala

CoCo-Sponsor:

Lucas Schmidt

Delegation:

Leyden
A BILL

For an Act of Amending Chapter 820, of the Illinois Compiled Statutes, relating to
Retirement age.
BE IT ENACTED BY THE YMCA YOUTH LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ILLINOIS.
1
1
2

Section I. Starting on January 1st, 2016 all workers employed by the State of Illinois shall
no longer be able to collect a pension until their 68th birthday at 12:00 A.M.

3
4
5

Section II. All workers employed by the State of Illinois whose age falls between 60 years
and 65 years of age on January 1st, 2016 at 12:00 AM shall have the ability to retire at
the age of 65.

6
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Section III. This Bill shall go into effect on January 1st, 2016 at 12:00AM upon the
signature of the Youth Governor of the State of Illinois.
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Introduced by:

Referred to Committee: Orange 6

Senate Sponsor:

Mary McGee

House Sponsor:

Ria Garg

CoCo-Sponsors:

Peggy Kern and Derek Worley

Delegation:

Neuqua Valley High School

A BILL
For an Act 750 amending section 30, of the Illinois Compiled Statutes, relating to
emancipation.
BE IT ENACTED BY THE YMCA YOUTH LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ILLINOIS.

1
2
3
4
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Section I. Throughout the process of emancipation, a social worker will be involved
in determining if a minor is competent and self-sufficient, instead of a judge solely
deciding if the candidate is mature enough to become emancipated. The candidate
shall be between the ages of fifteen (15) and seventeen (17). Two (2) months prior
to the candidate’s hearing for emancipation, a social worker will begin analyzing
the lifestyle of the candidate under the current legal guardian’s monitoring. At the
date of the hearing, the social worker will submit a report of their analysis to the
judge as testimony.

9
10

Section II. The social worker will be from the Department of Healthcare and Family
Services. The Department of Healthcare and Family Services will enforce this bill.

11
12

Section III. Due to the involvement of the social worker, it will no longer be required
for a parent to consent to the emancipation process.
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Section IV. Immediately after, the social worker will meet monthly with the
emancipated minor until the six (6) month mark. After six (6) months, the social
worker will meet with

RI-29

S-O-02
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the emancipated minor every three (3) months. If problems do arise, the social
worker will meet with the emancipated minor more frequently based on the social
workers’ discretion.
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Section V. Emancipated minors will have the option to live in an apartment complex
with other emancipated minors. There will be six (6) complexes delegated to the
State of Illinois. These complexes will be located in neighborhoods that are
connected to schools meeting state requirements. These complexes will also be
connected to one (1) or two (2) social workers, depending on the number of
emancipated minors in the complex. One (1) social worker will not be delegated to
more than thirty (30) emancipated minors. Emancipated minors will be required to
provide their own clothing and food, in addition to paying for utilities. Emancipated
minors will not be allowed to stay in these complexes once they turn eighteen (18).

28
29
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Section VI. Social workers will be paid an extra $2,500 on top of their base salary.
The budget for all six (6) complexes and extra social workers will be $3,000,000.
This money will come from .12 cents per dollar from the Illinois State Lottery.

31
32

Section VII. This Bill shall go into effect on March 30, 2015 upon the signature of
the Youth Governor of the State of Illinois.

S-O-02

LOBBYIST POSITION PAPER
Lobbyist Name:

Ryan Miller

Delegation:
Delegation:

Neuqua Valley High School

Aligned with Preliminary Bill #: RI-29
I encourage the YMCA Youth Legislature to pass a bill that simplifies and betters the process of the
emancipation of minors.
Emma was a girl of 15 when her father died. By law her mother and her step-father were able to take
possession of her as their child. Her step-father, a chronic alcoholic, often mentally abused her about
her weight and self-confidence, also physically abusing his wife. This depressing story from Chicago
Tribune glimpses what a miracle it would be if this minor was emancipated. If this happened, she
would be legally an adult and could escape the tyranny of her parents. However, in this case Emma
could not escape this horrible position due to the tricky legislation on emancipation. Currently, from
16 to 18 can legally be “emancipated” before a judge and gain all the rights and responsibilities of an
adult as if they were over 18. But in the fine print it also states that the parents have to give
permission for the emancipation.
The bill in question would have helped Emma get away from her abusive step-father. It does away
with the part about parental permission. In its place would be a state-hired social worker to monitor
the minor and gain information about whether they are mature enough. According to Illinois Legal Aid,
having an objection to emancipation from the minors’ parents makes emancipation nearly impossible.
Simplifying the process this way would encourage minors in unjust situations to fight for their rights
as a human being.
This bill also starts a project to provide shelter for the successfully emancipated minors. It would
establish ten apartment complexes around Illinois located in safe neighborhoods and connected to
good schools. Basic necessities, including a bed, water, and electricity, would be provided. One or two
social workers would be connected to each of these housing facilities in order to check up on their
assigned minors every few months. The yearly project budget would be a sum of $5,000,000 a year.
This money would come solely from the Illinois State Lottery.
Summary: I will support all legislation that streamlines the means of emancipation.
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Introduced by:

Referred to Committee: Orange 1

Senate Sponsor:

Colt Wilkey

House Sponsor:

Ashton DeRousse

CoCo-Sponsors:
Delegation:

Carterville High School
A BILL

For an Act Amending Chapter 105, Section 5, Article 24, of the Illinois Compiled Statutes,
relating to mandated training course for teachers and administrators in the event of an
armed intruder.
BE IT ENACTED BY THE YMCA YOUTH LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ILLINOIS.
1
2
3
4
5

Section I. All teachers and administrators employed by schools in the state of Illinois shall
be required to attend a student safety training course detailing what action should be taken
in the event of an armed intruder on school premises. Optional training will be available for
the ability to carry an electroshock weapon such as a stun gun or a conducted electrical
weapon (Taser).

6
7
8
9
10
11

Section II. School districts shall have six months from the effective date of the bill to train
all teachers and administrators. Upon hiring of a new teacher or administrator, the district
shall have a period of six months, beginning on the date of hiring, for the employee to be
trained. If these deadlines are not met, funding from the Illinois State Board of Education
shall be withheld. Illinois schools who do not receive funding are opted out of this program
unless funding themselves.
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Section III. Training shall be funded by the Illinois State Board of Education, with student
fees being incurred to support the cost of training. Training will be conducted by the Illinois
State Police in accordance with Board of Education. Training will include, but is not limited
to: alerting authorities quickly, locking down the classroom and/or building, informing
students of the situation, countering the intruder, and evacuating the premises. Optional
electroshock weapon training shall include, but is not limited to: weapon maintenance,
weapon handling, basic use and simulated intruder situations. Electroshock weapon training
will be conducted by the Illinois State Police with assistance from TASER ® International,
Inc.

21
22

Section IV. This Bill shall go into effect on June 1st, 2015 upon the signature of the Youth
Governor of the State of Illinois.

S-O-03

LOBBYIST POSITION PAPER
Lobbyist Name:

Alex Haake

Delegation:
Delegation:

Carterville High School

Aligned with Preliminary Bill #: RIII-14
I encourage the YMCA youth Legislature to pass a bill that mandates a training course for teachers
and administrators in the event of an armed intruder.
Our schools should be mandated to train all teachers and administrators in the event of an armed
intruder, because if an armed intruder event were to occur, teachers would be more suited to take
action against the assailant. Teachers and administrators need to learn what to do in these
situations, such as alerting the authorities quickly, or locking down the classroom and/or building.
These skills should be taught to teachers and administrators at all levels.
Teachers and administrators may also receive training with an electroshock weapon (Taser). Any
teacher or administrator has the option to receive electroshock and should be trained to maintain the
electroshock weapon, weapon handling, and basic use in simulated assailant situations. In a three
year period from 2002 to 2004 electroshock weapons, specifically Tasers, were 85% effective in
incapacitating the suspects. Teachers and administrators should be given the opportunity to be
trained in using an electroshock weapon to help defend his/her classroom.
Teacher training in armed intruder situations would help protect our students. By mandating schools
in Illinois to train teachers and administrators in armed intruder situations the state of Illinois would
help protect our students attending school.

Summary: I will support all Legislation that promotes teacher and administrator training in armed
intruder situations.

RIII-07

S-O-04
STATE OF ILLINOIS
Sixty
Sixty-Sixth Session
Illinois Youth Legislature

Introduced by:

Referred to Committee: Orange 2

Senate Sponsor:

Robert Krebs

House Sponsor:

Sam Sagins

CoCo-Sponsors:

Nathan Janusweski, Kaitlyn Mayer

Delegation:

Williamsville
A BILL

For an Act Creating Chapter 310, Section 120, of the Illinois Compiled Statutes, relating to
Temporary Housing for Displaced Adolescents.
BE IT ENACTED BY THE YMCA YOUTH LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ILLINOIS.
1

Section I. This Act shall be cited as the Youth Homelessness Prevention Act.

2
3
4
5
6

Section II. A state-funded grant program shall be created for the temporary housing of
youth, being defined as persons aged ten (10) through eighteen (18), who have been
displaced from their permanent place of residence and are excluded from local family
shelters and lack significant parental connections that will allow for them to have a shortterm place to stay until more permanent housing can be obtained.
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Section III. Funding for this program shall be drawn from the Illinois Department of Human
Services and provided to cities that show sufficient need for the program based off of the
homeless youth demographic of the city. An annual budget for the grant program shall be
determined by the DHS at the beginning of each year. Cities are responsible for providing
sufficient evidence that the grant is required. Donations will be accepted in addition to
funding provided by the grant program.
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Section IV. A shelter operating under this Act can either be constructed from grant funds or
an existing building can be fitted with the necessary equipment and staff to function as a
shelter. In such a shelter, people shall be separated by age-group and gender. The age
groups shall be from ten (10) to eleven (11), twelve (12) to fourteen (14), and fifteen (15)
to eighteen (18). Personnel shall consist of volunteers. The shelters must provide 3 meals
a day of sufficient nutritional value, bathing facilities, laundry services, and beds.
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Section V. This Bill shall go into effect on January 1, 2016 upon the signature of the Youth
Governor of the State of Illinois.
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Introduced by:

Referred to Committee: Orange 2

Senate Sponsor:

Jackson Ustas

House Sponsor:

Sebastian Kurpiel

CoCo-Sponsors:

Gabriela Jurkiewicz ,Viola Gjanci

Delegation:

Addison Trail
A BILL

For an Act amending the Control Act (720 ILCS 550/1 et seq.), of the Illinois
Compiled Statutes, relating to prosecution of criminals.
BE IT ENACTED BY THE YMCA YOUTH LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ILLINOIS.
1
2

Section I. Section I. All terms and phrases used herein shall have the same meaning as
ascribed to them in the Cannabis Control Act (720 ILCS 550/1 et seq.).

3
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Section II. A person commits the offense of possession of cannabis within the State of
Illinois by knowingly possessing ten (10) grams or less of any substance containing
cannabis unless permitted or authorized to do so pursuant to the Cannabis Control Act
(720 ILCS 550/1 et seq.).
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Section III. Any person violating subsection (II) on the first occasion shall be subject to a
warning.
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Section IV. Any person violating subsection (II) on the second occasion shall be subject to a
mandatory fine of no more than one hundred dollars ($100.00) and shall complete five (5)
hours of community service.
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Section V. Any person violating subsection (II) on more than two occasions shall be subject
to a mandatory fine of no more than five hundred dollars ($500.00) and shall complete
fifteen (15) hours of community service.
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16

Section VI. Any person caught with four hundred grams (400) will be subjected to at least
six months (6) in jail.
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18

Section VII. Any person issued a notice of violation for violation of subsection (II) of this
Section may request an administrative hearing in accordance with this Code.
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Section VIII. This Bill shall go into effect on June 1, 2015 upon the signature of the Youth
Governor of the State of Illinois.

S-O-05

LOBBYIST POSITION PAPER
Lobbyist Name:

Sarah Hoda

Delegation:
Delegation:

Addison Trail High School

Aligned with Preliminary Bill #: RII-02
I encourage the YMCA Youth Legislature to pass a bill that mandates the decriminalization of
possession of small amounts of marijuana in the state of Illinois.
Marijuana should be decriminalized in our state because far more harm is caused by the criminal
prohibition of it than the use of the substance itself. Besides for the harms associated with smoking
the detrimental effects of cannabis are not beyond the bounds tolerated for other types of
medications. With over 76 million Americans having admitted to trying marijuana at least once an
astounding majority did not go on to become regular users or try other illicit drugs.
Decriminalizing marijuana would save taxpayers a substantial amount of money. 60,000 individuals
are behind bars for marijuana offenses at a cost to taxpayers of $1.2 billion. Furthermore taxpayers
annually pay an average of $7.5 billion and $10 billion in arresting and prosecuting the individuals.
The state of California saved $1 billion between 1976 and 1985 after decriminalizing the possession
of a small quantity of cannabis.
States that have decriminalized limited quantities of marijuana such as California have displayed
improvements in areas such as teen dropouts, overdoses, and crimes. In general there has not been a
major increase in the usage of marijuana after its decriminalization.
The decriminalization of marijuana would help save our taxpayers money while allowing the police to
simultaneously be able to deal with more serious crimes. By mandating the decriminalizing of
cannabis, the State of Illinois would benefit economically while scarcely producing negative effects for
its people.
Summary: I will support all legislation that promotes the decriminalization of small amounts of
marijuana in Illinois.
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Introduced by:

Referred to Committee: Orange 7

Senate Sponsor:

Nihal Voruganti

House Sponsor:

Justin Lei

CoCo-Sponsors:

Neel Bardhan, Colin Zheng

Delegation:

Neuqua Valley High School
A BILL

For an Act Amending Chapter 50, Section 710 , of the Illinois Compiled Statutes, relating
to Police Officer Firearm Training Act.
BE IT ENACTED BY THE YMCA YOUTH LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ILLINOIS.
1
2
3
4

Section I. This bill bans police access to certain military equipment that is received from the
1033 Program including heavy-duty weaponry such as rocket launchers, tanks, large-scale
explosive grenades, combat helicopters, and combat planes. This bill will apply to all
sections of The Illinois Police Departments, except the SWAT Team.
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Section II. Police Departments who do request and receive these heavy-duty military
weapons from the 1033 Program will be trained professionally in learning how to use them.
They will be trained in existing military installations located anywhere near the police
departments if they are to be authorized in using them.
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Section III. Immediate return of the unauthorized military weapons will be enforced, given
back to DLA Disposition Services. Police departments who violated this policy will be
monitored more heavily after the first offense by the Internal Investigations Division under
order of the Director of State Police. In addition, the Police Department will be subject to an
increasing $1000 fine for every offense and individual police officer violators will also be
subject to jail time.
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Section IV. This bill requires no funding because the policy regarding military weapon access
for police officers under the 1033 Program gives the Police Departments the military
weapons free of charge. However, the money obtained from violations of this policy will be
placed in the state government fund for additional programs.
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Section V. This Bill shall go into effect on June 1, 2015 upon the signature of the Youth
Governor of the State of Illinois.
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Introduced by:

Referred to Committee: Orange 2

Senate Sponsor:

Sandy Balan

House Sponsor:

Kylie Russell

CoCo-Sponsors:

Pari Morusupalli and Leticia Zhou

Delegation:

Waubonsie Valley

A BILL
For an Act creating 510 section 36, of the Illinois Compiled Statutes, relating to
lowkillanimalshelters.
BE IT ENACTED BY THE YMCA YOUTH LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ILLINOIS.
Section I. All public animal shelters shall, if not already, become low-kill shelters in
the State of Illinois.
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Section II. All animals must go through mandatory universal behavior tests to deem
if they are adoptable. These tests are to be administered by the time a week has
passed after the animal arrives at the shelter.
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Section III. If the test is to be performed more than a week after the animal’s
arrival, the shelter is to notify their local animal welfare chapter when they receive
an animal and when the behavior test will be administered. The behavior test may
not commence without an animal control officer present to ensure that each animal
is fairly judged.
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Section IV. If a shelter performs the behavior test before the animal is allowed to
come to the shelter then the local animal welfare chapter is to be notified a week
before the shelter personnel can go to their source.
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Section V. If they are deemed unadoptable through the behavior test, shelter
owners may exercise their right to euthanize the animal.

RI-56
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Section VI. If the animal is deemed untreatable for a sickness or injury, by a
licensed veterinarian, shelter owners may also exercise their right to euthanize the
animal.
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Section VII. Before the animal may leave the shelter after being adopted, it must be
spayed or neutered.
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Section VIII. All animal shelters must pass random mandatory sanitary inspections
to deem if shelter is appropriate for animals to be cared for long periods of time by
shelter owner. These inspections will be conducted by highly qualified animal
welfare inspectors who are given specific instructions on how to assess the shelter.
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Section IX. Funding will come from the taxes that were set aside for the
euthanization of shelter and homeless animals.
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Section X. Funding shall also come directly from fundraisers in which at least
$200,000 is raised every 2 months for the upkeep of such public animal shelters. If
any additional funding is needed or the $200,000 is not raised then funds will
come from unclaimed lottery prizes.
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Section XI. This law shall be enforced by animal control.

30
31
32
33
34

Section XII. If one chooses to violate any part of this law, one will be charged with
a Class C misdemeanor, resulting in a $1,000 fine. On the second offense one will
receive a $1,500 fine. On the third offense the license of the shelter will be
revoked and the shelter will fall under the control of a shelter that has met all the
appropriate qualifications.

35
36

Section IV. This Bill shall go into effect on July, 2015 upon the signature of the
Youth Governor of the State of Illinois.

S-O-07

S-O-07

LOBBYIST POSITION PAPER
Lobbyist Name:

Rayanna Brozak

Delegation:

Waubonsie Valley

Aligned with Preliminary Bill #: RI-56

I strongly encourage the YMCA Youth Legislature to pass a bill that makes all animal shelters
become low kill shelters in the state of Illinois.
Illinois animal shelters should become low kill because all animals should get the chance to
have a good family if possible. Animals are euthanized for not being adopted fast enough. A
larger amount of the animal population could find people that love them and will care for
them if shelters would just modify their rules a little bit. There are thousands of people out
there that love animals and can take care of them. If shelters would have a bigger selection
of animals then potential caretakers could make a better choice between the animals.
Animal shelters are supposed to be places of safety for animals everywhere. Euthanizing
these precious beings of the earth without them finding a proper home seems to be cheating
the animal out of a full life. Nationwide 60% of dogs and 70% of cats that enter a shelter do
not make it back out alive.
To pass this bill in Illinois would majorly help bring those numbers down. It could even lead
to a nationwide change. A shelter is just a temporary home for an animal. It shouldn’t be the
final resting place for them if it can be helped.
Summary: I will support any legislation that promotes the changing of current euthanization
laws on animals.

RII-03
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STATE OF ILLINOIS
Sixty
Sixty-Sixth Session
Illinois Youth Legislature

Introduced by:

Referred to Committee: Orange 3

Senate Sponsor:

Stephanie Diaz

House Sponsor:

Megan Levonyak

CoCo-Sponsors:
Sponsors:

Gabriella Morrone, Joanna Villalobos

Delegation:

Addison Trail

A BILL
For an Act amending 225 Section 732/1-99-the tax on fracking, of the Illinois
Compiled Statutes, relating to energy and environmental protection .
BE IT ENACTED BY THE YMCA YOUTH LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ILLINOIS.
1
2
3
4

Section I. Fracking causes water courses to become irreparably polluted. Currently, the tax
is at 6.6%, which is about half of the rate of some profitable fracking states. Such states
include North Dakota and Wyoming which are near 12%. Consequently, this bill proposes a
tax increase to 10%.

5
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Section II. The Department of National Resources will collect the tax money and use it for
restoration of roads and highways.

7
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Section III. This Bill shall go into effect on October 3, 2015 upon the signature of the Youth
Governor of the State of Illinois.

S-O-08

LOBBYIST POSITION PAPER

Lobbyist Name:

Annalise Morrone

Delegation:

Addison Trail High School

Aligned with Preliminary Bill #: Rll-03
I encourage the YMCA Youth Legislature to pass a bill that amends the tax on fracking in Illinois,
raising it to 10%.
Fracking is the process of extracting natural gas in rock layers beneath the earth’s surface. The
state should raise the tax on fracking to 10% because the state’s tax is minuscule compared to
successful fracking states such as North Dakota and Wyoming. Their taxes on fracking reach
12% while Illinois sits at 6.6%. This increased revenue, as a result of the increased tax, will go
to the Department of Natural Resources. The department will then put this money towards
supporting the fracking communities in the restoration of roads and highways damaged by
trucks associated with fracking. Currently, the states revenue is not big enough to support these
repairs. As a result, taxpayers in fracking communities have to cover the remaining costs.
As mentioned before, states such as North Dakota have already put these ideas in place. Their
revenue goes to support the restoration of roads and highways damaged by fracking. In North
Dakota, they passed a bill that allowed an extra 367 million dollars, in addition to the original
292 million dollars, to go to the restoration of roads in fracking counties. This money was only
made possible with the high tax rate. Consequently, this took the weight off the taxpayers’
shoulders to support the restoration of roads.
By raising the tax on fracking in Illinois, money to support the restoration of roads will not have
to come from the fracking communities themselves, but the companies that cause the damage of
the roads. This tax raise is not too much to ask as these companies sit on large piles of money.
Summary: I will support all legislation that promotes the increase in tax associated with fracking
in Illinois.

RI-32
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Introduced by:

Referred to Committee: Orange 3

Senate Sponsor:

Advith Vashist

House Sponsor:

Tiffany Jeung

CoCo-Sponsors:

Andrew Merkley and Matthew Tseng

Delegation:

Neuqua Valley High School
A BILL

For an Act amending Article 3 Section 7, of the Illinois Constitution, relating to government
official recall.
BE IT ENACTED BY THE YMCA YOUTH LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ILLINOIS.
1
2
3
4
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Section I. This bill allows for the recall of all Illinois state-level politicians. For the recall of a
specific position, there must be a petition signed by 12 percent of people who voted for
that specific position in the last election. This petition must be complete within a time-span
of 200 days after the affidavit has been filed. There must also be a petition signed by 15
state representatives and 8 state senators.
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Section II. In the event of a successful recall, parties will select candidates in a process that
parallels the nomination process of the standard election. The incumbent who has been
recalled may attempt to run in the re-election.
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Section III. The person currently serving in an office that is being recalled will continue to
serve until a new candidate has been elected.

11
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Section IV. State matching funds will be used to fund the re-election process. Donations
under $25 will be matched at a two-to-one ratio. Any donations exceeding $25 will be
matched with $50. State matching funds will not exceed $125,000 for each candidate.
Matching funds are supplied from state-government appropriations and private donations.
Additional funding will be requested by the state from the federal government.
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Section V. This Bill shall go into effect on June 1, 2015 upon the signature of the Youth
Governor of the State of Illinois.

S-O-09

LOBBYIST POSITION PAPER
Lobbyist Name:

Archit Dhar

Delegation:
Delegation:

Neuqua Valley High School

Aligned with Preliminary Bill #: RI-32

I encourage the YMCA Youth Legislature to pass legalisation that amends the rules pertaining to
Government official recall.
As a republic, we as Americans have the right to express our approval or disapproval of our elected
officials. Our opinions are influential, but some politicians just don’t listen. That’s why at the state
level, states have a process to get them out of office known has official recall. According to Nate
Silver of the New York Times, Pat Quinn is one of the least approved Governors in the nation, and
while there were many petitions for his recall, it never happened. Yet according to the Washington
Post, Governors like Scott Walker were recalled with even higher approval ratings. Evidently, Illinois
is one of the hardest states to recall an official and clearly something needs to be done.
It is a necessity to understand solutions to this political problem in Illinois. In order to fix this
problem it is necessary to open the possibility of recall to all officials in state positions and to make
it more efficient. A petition must be signed by 12 percent of the people who voted for that position
in the last election within 200 days after the affidavit is filled. It must have the signature of 15 state
representatives and 8 state senators. This will provide for a more efficient and more logical process
to the Government Recall process. We have the right to choose our officials and the right to kick
them out. This bill will help keep our freedoms in our own hands. We as Illinoisans need to stop this
stereotype of corrupt politicians controlling our state government. It is necessary that we improve
the recall process to carve a path for an Illinois free of corruption, which can be achieved through the
passage of this legislation.
Summary: I will support legislation that pertains to the goal of easing the process of official recall.

RIII-17
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STATE OF ILLINOIS
Sixty
Sixty-Sixth Session
Illinois Youth Legislature

Introduced by:

Referred to Committee: Orange 3

Senate Sponsor:

Thierry Goulet Papazian

House Sponsor:

Bailee Huff

Co-Sponsors:

Harry Heitmeyer, Trevor Schubert

Delegation:

Mount Vernon
A BILL

For an Act amending Chapter 105 ILCS 125 , of the Illinois Compiled Statutes, relating to
banning styrofoam cups and lunch trays in schools.
BE IT ENACTED BY THE YMCA YOUTH LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ILLINOIS.
1
2

Section I. Requires that all public schools mandate the use of reusable plastic lunch trays
and cups and remove all Styrofoam cups and plates from campus storage.

3
4
5

Section II. The penalty for any public school using Styrofoam cups and trays will be a fine of
1,000 dollars for each inspection that the school is not compliant. This will be added to the
items checked biannually by school cafeteria inspectors.
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Section III. This Bill shall go into effect on August 1, 2015 upon the signature of the Youth
Governor of the State of Illinois.

S-O-10

LOBBYIST POSITION PAPER
Lobbyist Name:

Allison Hedin

Delegation:

Mt. Vernon Township High School

Aligned with Preliminary Bill #: RIII-17
I encourage the YMCA Youth Legislature to pass a bill that requires schools to replace all Styrofoam
products with reusable materials.
Styrofoam is a major environmental issue. By replacing Styrofoam in schools, the dangers pose to the
environment and to human health will be greatly diminished. Styrofoam is made of styrene which
generates nearly 20 million pounds of waste annually according to the Environmental Protection
Agency. During the creation and disposal by incineration of Styrofoam, 57 chemical byproducts are
released. Approximately 1,396 tons of Styrofoam are buried in U.S. landfills everyday and 25 to 30
percent of all landfill space in the world is filled with Styrofoam products. It is estimated that
Styrofoam takes more than 500 years to deteriorate. Not only is Styrofoam harmful to the
environment, it is also harmful to the body. Toxic chemicals can leach out of Styrofoam products into
food and styrene has been established as a possible human carcinagon.
Rather than imposing the use of Styrofoam on the whole society, this bill is about banning its use in
schools across the nation. Every day there are 31.8 million children eating school lunches. One
hundred eighty school days multiplied by the 31.8 million students results in over 5.7 billion trays
being used. The goal is to replace this large amount of diseosal items with reusable items. Although
Styrofoam is the cheapest product to supply, costing around 3 cents for every tray, reusable trays
would be more cost efficient in the long run. Evidence from school districts that use reusable trays
incates on an annual basis, they cost around $4.50 per tray. If a school district were to supply trays
for 1,400 students it would cost around $7,560 for Styrofoam trays per year and $6,300 for
reusable trays.
Styrofoam is one of the top environmentally unfriendly types of waste. By replacing it in schools, we
will be educating younger generations on how to keep our environment healthy and safe. We do not
want children to accept that Styrofoam usage is satisfactory, which is what our schools are currently
demonstrating. Using Styrofoam is littering the Earth, depleting the ozone layer, and causing health
issues. Schools should consider the harmful effects of Styrofoam and replace it with reusable items.
Summary: I will support the legislation that promotes replacing Styrofoam with reusable materials in
schools.

RIII-09
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STATE OF ILLINOIS
Sixty
Sixty-Sixth Session
Illinois Youth Legislature
Introduced by:

Referred to Committee: Orange 4

Senate Sponsor:

Kaylee Nichols

House Sponsor:

Emily Hergert

CoCo-Sponsors:
Sponsors:

Sophia Pensabene

Delegation:

Williamsville
A BILL

For an Act Creating Chapter 430 Section 135/25, of the Illinois Compiled Statutes, relating
to Carbon Monoxide Detectors.
BE IT ENACTED BY THE YMCA YOUTH LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ILLINOIS.
1
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Section I. All schools in the State of Illinois (pre-K through 12) must install carbon
monoxide detectors.
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Section II. All schools will be responsible for placing detectors within 25 feet of every
classroom.
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Section III. All schools will be responsible for the maintenance and safety inspections of
these devices bi-annually.
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Section IV. Each district will be responsible for paying for detectors through their Health
Life Safety funds.

9
10

Section V. Failure to install/maintain detectors will result in a fine of $55 per faulty or
missing detector.
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Section VI. This Bill shall go into effect on January 1, 2016 upon the signature of the Youth
Governor of the State of Illinois.

S-O-11

LOBBYIST POSITION PAPER
Lobbyist Name:

Ahabb Fisher

Delegation:
Delegation:

Williamsville High School

Aligned with Preliminary Bill #: RIII-09
I encourage the YMCA Youth Legislature to pass a bill that mandates carbon monoxide detectors in
all Illinois schools.
All schools should have carbon monoxide detectors, because in a situation where there is a carbon
monoxide leak, the detector would alert the students, teachers, and staff, potentially saving lives.
Carbon monoxide is a colorless, odorless gas and is poisonous to all warm-blooded animals and also
many other forms of life. When inhaled, it combines with hemoglobin in the blood, preventing of
absorption of oxygen.
Due to the dangers of carbon monoxide poisoning, Illinois enacted a law on January 1, 2007 that
required a carbon monoxide alarm in every dwelling or home. Schools should follow suit by installing
alarms in order to protect the health and safety of the children of the State of Illinois.
The main reason we are encouraging the YMCA Youth Legislature to pass this bill is because of what
happen in North Mac intermediate school Girard, Illinois. At the beginning of the 2014 school year a
carbon monoxide leak caused by a broken furnace vent sent 140 students to the hospital after they
became ill to due to the leak. Symptoms they might have been showing were shortness of breath,
headaches, nausea, and dizziness. This incident shows that we should have carbon monoxide alarms
in every Illinois school so this will never happen again.
Summary: I willl support all legislation that promotes having carbon monoxide detectors in all
schools of Illinois.

RI-69
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STATE OF ILLINOIS

SixtySixty-Sixth Session
Illinois Youth Legislature
Introduced by:

Referred to Committee: Orange 4

Senate Sponsor:

Emily Sexauer

House Sponsor:

Liz Bray

CoCo-Sponsors:

Elisa Waldoch, Viktoria Teneqexhi

Delegation:

Wheaton Warrenville South High School
A BILL

For an Act 70, of the Illinois Compiled Statutes, relating to Humane Care for
Animals.
BE IT ENACTED BY THE YMCA YOUTH LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ILLINOIS.
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Section I. If voted in by the Illinois Youth Legislature, this bill will ban the running
of puppy mills, which by definition is any commercial dog breeding facility operating
with the purpose of profits instead of welfare, within the state of Illinois.
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Section II. This bill will also require all breeders to be specially licensed to breed
dogs by the state government. This license will allot the breeder to breed one litter,
or 6 to 12 puppies, per female dog every year as to not bring harm to the dog’s
health.
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Section III. This bill will require all breeders to receive biannual inspections to
ensure that all dogs are being treated humanely and to make sure that the
environment they are in is also exhibits humane conditions (this means that all
breeders must provide solid bottomed carriers and living areas to avoid leg injuries,
a clean, disinfected environment, and a proper amount of food, water, ventilation
and medicine provided to them). These inspections will be administered by Illinois
government officials who work as representatives from the USDA.
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Section IV. This bill will require all breeders to have all breeding dogs, both the
male and female breeding, to receive medical examinations from a licensed
veterinarian before, during, and after breeding. The breeding area and puppy living
environment will also receive an inspection before, during, and after breeding as
well. All puppies bred from that mother will need to be examined after their 1st, 3rd,
and 5th month within being born to

RI-69

S-O-12
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insure healthier litters. A copy of each medical exam must be sent in to that
veterinarian as well as any Illinois government official representative from the
USDA.
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Section V. Money will be provided by receiving a 3% of the money the ASPCA raise
each year, which on average is over 163 million dollars, making the total amount
received each year about 4.89 million dollars.
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Section VI. The penalties will include: First Offense- biannual inspections is
increased to annual inspections and a $500 fine (which will then go to paying for
the program as well). Second Offense- annual inspections is increased to
semiannual inspections and a $750 fine (which will then go to paying for the
program as well). Third Offense- $1000 fine and case must be heard in court to
determine further punishment.
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Section VII. This Bill shall go into effect on January 1, 2016 upon the signature of
the Youth Governor of the State of Illinois.

S-O-12

LOBBYIST POSITION PAPER
Lobbyist Name:

Emma Berry

Delegation:
Delegation:

Wheaton Warrenville South

Aligned with Preliminary Bill #: RI-69
I encourage the YMCA Youth Legislature to pass this bill that bans puppy mills and puts more
restrictions on dog breeding.
Dogs are commonly known as man’s best friend. Dogs throughout history have been known as a loyal
companion for people to care for and love. But many people do not know the true facts about many
domestic dogs’ origins. There are approximately 10,000 puppy mills in the United States. 2.04 million
dogs is the estimated number of puppies sold annually who originated from puppy mills.
Lily was one of these dogs. Lily was born and raised in a wire cage in a puppy mill. She had nothing
but a board to sleep on and a rabbit water bottle to drink water. She lost all of her teeth and her
lower jaw rotted off. She received no veterinary care. Her owners think that she had 13 litters of
puppies, and of course, was unable to keep or care for any of them. Fortunately, Lily has been
rescued and has now become a trusting and loving dog, but for many dogs still trapped in puppy
mills, this is not the case.
Health problems and diseases are common in the mills, due to unsanitary conditions and zero
veterinary care. These dogs could also show behavioral problems due to lack of socialization and
love. They are not allowed the freedom of treats, exercise, or grooming. Puppy mills are overcrowded,
with the dogs often stacked in cages. Female dogs are bred constantly, with no time to recover
between litters. They become so physically depleted that they cannot reproduce any more. These
breeding females are often killed once they can no longer reproduce.
Breeders often only breed dogs for the purpose of appearance. Many traits that are considered in
attractive in dogs are often detrimental to dogs’ health. Health is not important to breeders.
Breeders also do not care about the behavior of the dogs.
Illegalizing puppy mills and putting more restrictions on breeders will allow safe and loving
environments for all dogs.
Summary: I will support all legislation that relates to the humane care for animals.

RI-41
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STATE OF ILLINOIS
Sixty
Sixty-Sixth Session
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Introduced by:

Referred to Committee: Orange 4

Senate Sponsor:

Darren Lewis

House Sponsor:

Joe Carr

CoCo-Sponsors:

Justin Noel, Ryan Butler

Delegation:

Oswego
A BILL

For an Act creating Chapter 725, Section 169, of the Illinois Compiled Statutes, relating to
the banning of warrantless data in Illinois courts.
BE IT ENACTED BY THE YMCA YOUTH LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ILLINOIS.
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Section I. Short title. This Act may be cited as the Freedom From Warrantless Surveillance
Act.
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Section II. Data or metadata collected by law enforcement agencies without a warrant based
on probable cause from citizens shall be inadmissible as evidence in Illinois courts in
accordance with the Fourth Amendment to the United States Constitution. This includes but
is not limited to information taken from private property such as cell phone
communications, email correspondence, internet activity, and GPS devices.
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Section III. The Illinois Department of Justice and the Illinois Attorney General will faithfully
execute the provisions set forth in this Act.
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Section IV. This Bill shall go into effect on June 1, 2015 upon the signature of the Youth
Governor of the State of Illinois.
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STATE OF ILLINOIS
Sixty
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Introduced by:

Referred to Committee: Orange 4

Senate Sponsor:

Megan Pfister

House Sponsor:

Nicole Miller

CoCo-Sponsors:

Emma Jordan

Delegation:

Batavia

A BILL
For an Act creating chapter 110 Section 146, of the Illinois Compiled Statutes, relating to
educaion.
BE IT ENACTED BY THE YMCA YOUTH LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ILLINOIS.
1
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Section I. This Bill will give every student who graduates from an Illinois high school an
opportunity to go to a community college in Illinois for two years for free. The student has
to have gone to an Illinois high school at least 60 days before graduating to qualify for a
free college.
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Section II. To pay for free two-year tuition the state will tax gasoline $0.50 to the gallon up
to a total cost to the customer of $4.00 per gallon of regular grade gasoline. The new
revenue will be earmarked for the tuition free program. If gasoline prices rise to the point
that the new revenue fails to cover the full cost of tuition, the difference will be passed
unto the student after other financial aid programs are taken into consideration.
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Section III. The students will have to keep an average 3.0 out of 4.0 GPA while they are at
the community college.
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Section IV. This Bill shall go into effect on January 1, 2016 upon the signature of the Youth
Governor of the State of Illinois.
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Introduced by:

Referred to Committee: Orange 5

Senate Sponsor:

Daniel Marthaler

House Sponsor:

Richie Meuris

Co-Sponsors:

Riley Flynn

Delegation:

Andrew
A BILL

For an Act Amending Chapter 105, of the Illinois Compiled Statutes, relating to Free WiFi to Illinois Students.
BE IT ENACTED BY THE YMCA YOUTH LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ILLINOIS.
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Section I. Any student enrolled in a ISBE state certified school is given the
opportunity to use free Wi-Fi statewide for educational purposes.
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Section II. This bill will allow students to continue their studies and research needed
for their classes in any part of the state while enrolled at the elementary, secondary
and post-secondary level as either part-time or full-time. The Wi-Fi will be available
at any location within the state through a state-wide Wi-Fi tower network. The
student will be given their own username and password to log into the Wi-Fi
network. The websites students shall use are “.org” “.gov”, “.edu”, and approved
selected “.com” websites recommended by the Illinois State Board of Education to
the Illinois Department of Education to benefit the students academically. Additional
domains will be approved by the IDE through recommendations of the ISBE. The
ISBE shall direct local school districts to obtain approval to approve website access at
their own discretion.
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Section III. This Bill and its funding source shall be overseen by the Illinois
Department of Education. Funding for the Bill shall be obtained by a fee attached to
each mobile device registered to a business or corporation with more than
$5,000,000 in annual revenue in the State of Illinois. The fee shall be waived for
any business or corporation that creates a permanent sponsorship fund for the
maintenance and upgrading of the Wi-Fi tower network. Fee structure and payment
detail shall be determined exclusively and annually by the Illinois Department of
Education, with final approval directed annually through the ISBE.
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Section IV. This Bill shall go into effect on June 30, 2015 upon the signature of the
Youth Governor of the State of Illinois.

S-O-15

LOBBYIST POSITION PAPER

Lobbyist Name: Tim Krafcisin
Delegation:

Andrew

Aligned with Preliminary Bill #: RII-06

I encourage the YMCA Youth Legislator to pass a bill that provides education free state-wide
WIFI for students enrolled in Illinois educations institutions.
Data collected by Child Trends Data Bank indicated though 83% of children ages 3 to 17 had
access to a home computer, only 58% have home internet use. Providing internet access
through bill RII-06 will allow students around Illinois to access unlimited internet resources for
the benefit of student’s education. The State of Illinois would be setting a high standard
compared to other states already making progress on this topic.
If we do not act, 43% of students unable to access WIFI will not be able to access a resource as
they complete their daily assignments. Google has said publicly that mass, free Wi-Fi would
spark an explosion in innovation (Forbes 2/5/2013).
Bill RII-06 proposes to provide free Wi-Fi for students anywhere in the State of Illinois. The
WIFI that is provided is not only used in schools, but is also provided for homes, municipalities
and other public areas. This focuses on the benefit of the public that may need to tap the
unlimited resources the internet provides. This helps the adults in continuing education, career
searches, job opportunities. Free WIFI also provides resources to students for completing the
many assessments assigned by teachers and administrators which require the use of a
computer/smart device for completion of the assignment.
I propose the Legislature acknowledge the Bills request. Providing free WIFI will also have
benefits to businesses and local economies as they result in increased foot traffic, time spent on
premises, and increase in amount spent (Small Business Trends 6/29/2014)
Summary: I will support all legislation that allows free WIFI to the students/citizens of Illinois.

S-O-15

LOBBYIST POSITION PAPER

Lobbyist Name:

Dominique Sedorook

Delegation:

Andrew

Aligned with Preliminary Bill #: RII-06
I encourage the YMCA Youth Legislature to pass a bill that allows free Wi-Fi for all students
statewide.
Our state should have free Wi-Fi for accessible for all students because with this bill all
students will have an opportunity to further their knowledge and reach success regardless of
their family’s income. Statewide free Wi-Fi available will be helpful because of increasing
amounts of technology in schools. Access to the Internet for free Wi-Fi is helpful to low-income
families that are struggling to get their kids through school. This statewide initiative will allow
even more students a chance to succeed, and push Illinois closer to having educational equality
for all.
Technology is changing how students learn and work at school and at home. In 2009, 97
percent of teachers reported that computers were present in the classroom every day. In a
technological society this is not surprising. In 2011, 71 percent of households reported there
was internet access in the home. This means there are a lot of students that go home and
cannot complete the work needed. This Bill will decrease this percentage gap statewide.
Students will no longer have to worry about not being able to complete work, and families will
not have to worry about how low-income is affecting their child's education.
Allowing free Wi-Fi for all students statewide will give a large amount of students a chance to
succeed and further their education. Having restrictions on using only educational websites will
ensure the Wi-Fi access is being used for a purpose which in turn will help students.
Summary:

I will support all legislation that helps provide free Wi-Fi to all students in Illinois.
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Introduced by:

Referred to Committee: Orange 5

Senate Sponsor:

Tommy Harshaw

House Sponsor:

Shawn Young

CoCo-Sponsors:

Navneet Eswar, Andrew Huang

Delegation:

Neuqua Valley
A BILL

For an Act 355 creating Chapter 50, section 8, of the Illinois Compiled Statutes, relating to
municipal budgeting.
BE IT ENACTED BY THE YMCA YOUTH LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ILLINOIS.
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Section I. This section will require all revenue from violations of state laws to be
consolidated into a central State-wide fund to be distributed among all county police
departments based on felony crime rates.
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Section II. The revenue accumulated from violated state laws will be amassed under the
authority of the Illinois Office of Management and Budget.
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Section III. The revenue will be redistributed in accordance to each county of Illinois within
one month after crime rates are reported.
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Section IV. The distribution of revenue will be distributed based off the percentage of
felony cases that occurred in that county versus the entire state.
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Section V. This reapportionment will be capped at a maximum of 15% of the total funds
amassed. All remaining money will be redistributed equally towards each municipality that
has not passed the 15% limit.
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Section VI. Upon administration of a police-issued fine, an envelope with a barcode will be
presented, paid for by a portion of the fine itself, addressed directly to the Office of
Management and Budget. Police will send a digital receipt to the Office, which will be used
to verify the issuance of the fine. Moreover, the Chief of Police of any particular
department or facility will be in charge of regulating given funds to any needed resources,
other than employee salaries. The Illinois Department of Revenue will conduct their usual
checks and reports to further prevent any chances of misused funds.
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Section VII. This Bill shall go into effect on, July 4, 2015 upon the signature of the Youth
Governor of the State of Illinois.

S-O-16

LOBBYIST POSITION PAPER
Lobbyist's Name:

Elizabeth Korbut

High School:

Neuqua Valley High School

Aligned with Preliminary Bill Number: RI-34

I encourage the YMCA Youth Legislature to pass a bill that incentivizes the purchase of housing
that implements alternative energy, such as solar, wind, or hydraulic energy.
People all across Illinois use non-renewable energy, which is not only harmful to the world, but also
a not permanent solution. Most non-renewable sources are fossil fuels. According to Kwabena
Stefan the processing of fossil fuels emits harmful greenhouse gases into the air. These gases,
primarily carbon dioxide, damage the ozone layer which protects us from the sun's radiation. The
air pollution also negatively affects respiratory health. A 2004 study concluded that pollution from
coal-powered plants shortened nearly 24,000 lives a year in the U.S.
In addition, according to the National Geographic, non-renewable energy comes from sources that
will run out or will not be replenished in our lifetimes, or even in many lifetimes. Burning fossil fuels
is harmful for the environment. When coal and oil are burned, they release particles that can pollute
the air, water, and land. Some of these particles are caught and set aside, but many of them are
released into the air.
At first, non-renewable energy may seem to be more affordable and more cost effective;
however,Burning fossil fuels also upsets Earth’s “carbon budget,” which balances the carbon in the
ocean, earth, and air. When fossil fuels are combusted (heated), they release carbon dioxide into
the atmosphere. The greenhouse effect is necessary to life on Earth, but relies on a balanced
carbon budget. On the other hand, renewable energy is renewable and therefore will not run out.
Also, renewable energy produces little to no waste product that could end up causing harm to the
Earth’s ecosystem. As well as, Maintenance cost needed to install and use the renewable energy is
relatively cheap. Solar energy can be trapped easily and used for domestic needs. In addition,
Renewable sources of energy boost economic growth and increase job opportunities. This includes
electrical energy which is used to run many industries.
Summary: As the American public, we should protect ourselves and our future children and
grandchildren from the harmful effects of non-renewable energy. We must discontinue the use of
non-renewable energy, and using renewable energy instead . By doing so, we are saving our planet
from the risk of these fossil fuels, and the damage they inflict.
I will support legislation that makes the wise decision of a bill that incentivizes the purchase of
housing that implements alternative energy.

S-O-16

LOBBYIST POSITION PAPER

Lobbyist Name:

Thadeus J. Obora

Delegation:

Neuqua Valley High School

Aligned with Preliminary Bill #: RI-34

I encourage the YMCA Youth Legislature to pass a bill that would redirect the revenue gathered
from state law violations towards county police departments.
Counties that have a high number of felonies will naturally require more funds to better equip
the police force to combat crime in the county. This bill, if passed, will allow county police forces
to better enforce the law as well as reducing county reliance on state funding, while not
completely replacing state funding.
According to the Will and Cook County governments, spending on police and public safety
averages at roughly ten dollars ($10) per person, with between 30 and 60 million dollars spent
annually on public safety. As there are certain areas of all counties that account for more crime
than other areas of the county, this bill allows the revenue collected in “safer” areas of lowcrime to go to where it is needed to protect the public. In Chicagoland for example, Lake Forest
has particularly low crime rates when compared to other parts of Cook County, thus the Lake
Forest Police Department does not require as much funding as other parts of Chicagoland (which
has a crime index score of eight (8)) that deal with an exponentially larger amount of crime that
areas like Lake Forest.
The redirected revenue can amount to no more than 15% of the total amount of money from
violations, and taking into account the decreased reliance on state funding, the state would not
suffer a large blow in monetary intake.
Summary: I will support all legislation that redirects police funds towards areas that have the
most need for them.

RI-27

S-O-17

STATE OF ILLINOIS
Sixty
Sixty-Sixth Session
Illinois Youth Legislature

Introduced by:

Referred to Committee: Orange 5

Senate Sponsor:

Yvonne Wu

House Sponsor:

Grant Gregus

CoCo-Sponsors:

Surbhi Sarup, Kevin Palmer

Delegation:

Neuqua Valley

A BILL
For an Act Amending Chapter 35, Section 5, of the Illinois Compiled Statutes, relating to
Corporate Income Tax.
BE IT ENACTED BY THE YMCA YOUTH LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ILLINOIS.
1
2
3

Section I. This bill will gradually lower the corporate income tax rate from the current 9.5%
in the state of Illinois to a rate of 6.5% over a period of 3 years. The tax will decrease at a
rate of 1% each year.

4
5

Section II. The immediate loss of revenue will be made up from money taken from the lottery
fund in Illinois.

6
7

Section III. The Bill will be enforced by the Illinois Department of Revenue which will
decrease the corporate tax rate by 1% every year for 3 years.

8
9

Section IV. This Bill shall go into effect on January, 2016 upon the signature of the Youth
Governor of the State of Illinois.

S-O-17

LOBBYIST POSITION PAPER
Lobbyist Name:

Jack Gronenthal

Delegation:
Delegation:

Neuqua Valley

Aligned with Preliminary Bill #: RI-27
Illinois has experienced a large amount of companies vacating the state due to the current insensible
corporate income tax system. Our bill strives to alleviate this burden on large and small corporations
and influence businesses to keep their assets within the state. Currently, the Illinois corporate tax
rate stands at a hefty 9.5 percent, which is one of the highest in the nation causing Illinois to be
pronounced the 2nd worst state for business. According to many economists, the corporate income
tax should be lowered to fit between the more reasonable ranges of 4 to 6.5 percent (Chicago
Tribune). By decreasing the tax imposed upon corporations, companies will be pulled to the state as
the economic condition within the state will become more attractive than others.
Currently, Illinois has a 6.7 percent unemployment rate, which stands .6 percentage points higher
than the national average (Illionois.gov). This bill will, in turn, materialize the Illinois economy to be
more presentable than prior, ultimately brining employment and job develop to Illinois. This as well
would improve the quality of the state as the increased amount of companies that would relocate to
Illinois and their tax paying dollars would surpass the amount of the current system resulting in a
heightened level of income for the state in tax revenue.
Other states have enacted such bill to decrease the corporate income tax. West Virginia, Alabama,
Arkansas, and Tennessee all currently hold a 6.5 percent corporate income tax rate for their in state
business. On average their unemployment rate stands at 6.8 percentage, which is .1 percentage point
lower than Illinois which results to nearly 13,000 new jobs that could be created if the Illinois
corporate income tax is lower to 6.5 percentage.
Summary: I support all legislation to improve upon the current Illinois corporate tax implimentation
and execution system. By improving the current Illinois corporate income tax system, the state would
benefit through decreasing the unemployment rate, there would be an increase in the total tax
revenue of the state to be utilized for infrustructure, school systems, and or for general public usage,
and more business opertunities will appear within Illinois.

RI-11

S-O-18
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Introduced by:

Referred to Committee: Orange 6

Senate Sponsor:

Edan Armas

House Sponsor:

Lauren Shay

CoCo-Sponsors:

Patrycja Siegien, Matt Pajor

Delegation:

Lake Park
A BILL

For an Act 105, of the Illinois Compiled Statutes, relating to block scheduling.
BE IT ENACTED BY THE YMCA YOUTH LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ILLINOIS.
1

Section I. All public High Schools shall adopt a block scheduling system.

2
3
4
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Section II. A block schedule is defined as a high school scheduling system composed of six
or seven classes, but those classes meet either two or three times a week. There are several
types of block schedules, but the one being advocated in this bill is called an “A/B” or
“alternating-day” schedule, where classes meet every other day for 90 minute long periods,
with a study hall and lunch period in between classes. Passing periods are four to six
minutes long, and the school day typically begins later than traditionally scheduled schools,
but still ends around the same time.
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Section III. Schools must adopt a block schedule and its associated curriculum before the
start of the 2016-2017 school year.
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Section IV. Any school unable to adopt a block schedule prior to the 2016-2017 school
year may appeal to the Illinois Board of Education for a one-year extension. The Illinois
Board of Education may grant extensions for schools on a case by case basis.
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Section V. Any High School with less than 200 enrolled students may be granted an
exemption by the Illinois Board of Education.
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Section VI. If a school district fails to adopt block scheduling prior to the 2016-2017
school year and does not receive an extension from the Illinois Board of Education, school
districts will be penalized with a fine of $5,000 for that year and will be required to submit
a monthly report displaying the efforts the school is undertaking to enact a block schedule.
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Section VII. This Bill shall go into effect on August 13, 2015 upon the signature of the
Youth Governor of the State of Illinois.

S-O-18

LOBBYIST POSITION PAPER
Lobbyist Name:

John O'Brien

Delegation:
Delegation:

Lake Park High School

Aligned with Preliminary Bill #: RI-11

I encourage the YMCA Youth Legislature to pass a bill that mandates blocking scheduling in the State
of Illinois public school system.
Schools throughout the state of Illinois should mandate schools to establish block scheduling.
Throughout the United States are adopting block or modular scheduling in dramatically increasing
numbers. Block Scheduling is the breaking up of 7 to 8 classes a day into 3 to 4 longer periods day
with lunch and study breaks in between. Block scheduling would be a positive change in the Illinois
education system, a much needed change. With block scheduling, the increased span of teaching time,
longer cooperative learning activities can be completed in one class period. With the extended time
and not having class everyday, students have more time for reflection and less information to process
over the course of a school day. “Teachers have extended time for planning, allowing to have more
time to create a more indepth lesson plan. Making an effective lesson plans takes time, diligence, and
an understanding of your students' goals and abilities. The goal, as with all teaching, is to motivate
the students to take in what you are teaching and to retain as much as possible. Here are some ideas
that will help you get the most out of your class.” With this extra time, teachers would be able to
create an adequate lesson plan. Also, teachers would have the opportunity to help students who
would need assistance. This would give the teacher more time to fit all the material needed to have
the students comprehend it. Teachers see fewer students during the day, giving them more time for
individualized instruction. Allowing the students to have a more personal relationship with the
instructor.
“Sufficient data suggest that students' academic performance is not harmed and many individual
schools, based on several selected variables, have reported increases in student performance.” With
block scheduling studies from the University of Georgia shows grade point averages increase.
Reading scores among the students also increase as a result of block scheduling in the public high
school.
Summary: I will support legislation that mandates block scheduling in public schools.

RII-07

S-O-19

STATE OF ILLINOIS
Sixty
Sixty-Sixth Session
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Introduced by:

Referred to Committee: Orange 6

Senate Sponsor:

Jamil Ali

House Sponsor:

Kevin Langowski

CoCo-Sponsors:

Jacob Purcell

Delegation:

Andrew
A BILL

For an Act Amending Chapter 105 Article 105 Section 5, of the Illinois Compiled Statutes,
relating to Internet Privacy and Sefty Act.
BE IT ENACTED BY THE YMCA YOUTH LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ILLINOIS.

1
2
3
4

Section I. This Act shall require all public middle schools to hold an Internet Privacy and
Safety seminar or educational unit equivalent. The Act shall be considered a middle school
education graduation requirement effective for the 8th grade Class of 2017. Middle schools
shall have discretion on the length of such seminar or educational unit equivalent.
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Section II. This curriculum will educate, prepare, and warn students about hackers,
scammers, sexual predators, social media privacy, and many other threats that go on in the
online world.
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Section III. Funding for this Act shall be appropriated and dispersed from the general
education grant to school districts per sole recommendation from the Illinois State Board of
Education (ISBE) on an annual basis.

11
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Section IV. This Act shall go into effect on June 30, 2015, upon the signature of the Youth
Governor of the State of Illinois.

S-O-19
LOBBYIST POSITION PAPER
Lobbyist Name:

Giavanna Gomez

Delegation:

Andrew

Aligned with Preliminary Bill #: RIIRII-07

I strongly encourage that there be a course or seminar on internet safety added to the middle
school curriculum in our state's public school system.
Children being on social media has become more and more normal in the past few years. Despite
all the good having internet access causes there are new problems that have arisen from it.
Most children face problems with hackers, perverts, or bullying when going on the internet.
People believe that there are already problems with the media involving celebrities creating
unattainable goals for children. When their favorite stars are shown drinking or doing drugs
online they will be encouraged to follow in that behavior. All students should know how to act
and behave while on the internet
During a survey taken in 2011 it was found that nearly 43% of children on social media have
had problems with bullying over the internet. 95% of teens said they have witnessed cruel
behavior over the internet. Aside from problems from their peers children have to worry about
online predators being a constant threat to their safety, about 16% of teens said they have
considered meeting someone from the internet in person. 8% said they actually have. If a kid
was never taught to avoid strangers on the internet then their chances of being put in danger
increase drastically. Everyday thousands of students go on the internet unaware of the dangers
or problems with may come from a thing as simple as that.
Summary: I believe it is essential for a seminar or class to be taught involving internet safety in
the Illinois public school system.

S-O-19

LOBBYIST POSITION PAPER

Lobbyist Name:

Noah Sartor

Delegation:

Andrew

Aligned with Preliminary Bill #:

RII-07

I encourage the YMCA Youth Legislature to pass a bill that requires all middle-school children
enrolled in public schools to take an online safety seminar or equivalent.
1 in 4 girls and 1 in 6 boys will be sexually abused before adulthood. In 82% of online sex
crimes against minors, the offender use the victim's social networking site to gain information
about the victim's likes and dislikes. 65% of online sex offenders use the victim's social
networking site to gain home and school information about the victim.
As the digital age picks up and technology becomes more prevalent in our lives, we need to pay
attention to the sensitive information we leak everyday about where we are, what we are doing
and, how to get ahold of us. At this point, the next generation is hopelessly, hilariously
unprepared for the exploitable gift of social media that is about to be dropped at their doorstep.
The answer to this dilemma and the solution to lowering those abnormally high statistics is
simple. Education. It is one of the most valuable and efficient tools we have. It can stop the
problem at hand.
One of the many jobs of legislature is to protect the citizens of which they govern. Protect your
people. Be the one to stop online sex crimes. The Online Privacy and Safety Class Act will equip
the world’s future with the information they need to navigate the dangers of the online world. It
will protect them from the perverts and scammers that hinder and threaten their future.
Summary: I support all legislation that requires the education of minors on internet safety.

RI-43

S-O-20
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Introduced by:

Referred to Committee: Orange 6

Senate Sponsor:

Jakob Swanson

House Sponsor:

Sean Raleigh

CoCo-Sponsors:

Matt Compton, Austin Cepeda

Delegation:

Oswego High School
A BILL

For an Act creating Chapter 105, Section 2, of the Illinois Compiled Statutes, relating to
public school start time.
BE IT ENACTED BY THE YMCA YOUTH LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ILLINOIS.

1

Section I. Public high school start time shall be no earlier than 8:30 AM.

2
3

Section II. This only affects high school start times. Start times for middle and elementary
school would be determined by the individual school districts.

4
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Section III. School districts that refuse to follow this mandate will lose 5% of funding from
the state of Illinois each year this mandate is not followed. This would be capped at 20%.
This 20% penalty shall remain in effect each year the school district is not in compliance.
Upon compliance, the penalty shall be reduced to 0% for the upcoming school year. The
Illinois State Board of Education shall enforce this.

9
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Section IV.This Bill shall go into effect on July 1st, 2016 upon the signature of the Youth
Governor of the State of Illinois.

S-O-20

LOBBYIST POSITION PAPER
Lobbyist Name:

Lizzy Powers

Delegation:
Delegation:

Oswego High School

Aligned with Preliminary Bill #: RI-43
I encourage the YMCA Youth Legislature to pass a bill that mandates later school start times for high
school students.
Our high schools should start later because classes that start before 8:30 a.m. may threaten
teenagers’ health, safety, and academic performance. Naturally, teenagers stay up later and sleep in.
It is near impossible for teens to fall asleep before 10:30 p.m. Because of this, many students are
deprived of sleep. In a recent poll taken by the National Sleep Foundation, 87% of high school
students are getting less than the recommended 8 ½ hours of sleep a night. Lack of sleep can slow
down the cognitive processes of thinking and learning. It impairs alertness, concentration, reasoning,
and problem solving. This negatively affects students’ academic performance. Sleep deprivation can
also put a lot of stress on a teenager which can negatively affect their mental health.
Studies show that if high schools adapted their starting times to a teenagers natural sleep cycle,
daily attendance and grades would increase. There would be a lesser chance of teens experiencing
depressed moods, and there would be a reduced risk of nutritional deficits, including obesity.
In conclusion, high schools should push back their starting time. Drinking caffeinated drinks and
sleeping extra on weekends does not make up for the lack of sleep that developing teenagers need to
be healthy and content. By letting teenagers follow their natural sleep cycle, schools will experience
an increase of attendance and higher grades.
Summary: I will support all legislation that promotes later school start times for highschool students.

RII-42

S-O-21
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Introduced by:

Referred to Committee: Orange 1

Senate Sponsor:

Joseph Draus

House Sponsor:

Jeffey Ríos

CoCo-Sponsors:

Austin Stoner, Austin Witkowski

Delegation:

Willowbrook High School
A BILL

For an Act Creating Chapter 755 Section 70, of the Illinois Compiled Statutes, relating to
Organ Donation.
BE IT ENACTED BY THE YMCA YOUTH LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ILLINOIS.
1
2

Section I. All citizens of Illinois age 21 or older are presumed to be organ donors unless
specified otherwise.

3
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Section II. Organ donors are defined as those persons donating tissues including bones,
skin, heart valves, eyes, corneas, and veins as well as donating organs such as kidneys,
pancreases, livers, lungs, hearts, and intestines upon death.
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Section III. If a citizen wishes to un-register from any or all of the donations they must do
so with the Illinois State Donor Registry.
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Section IV. Before donating, three doctors, independent to the transplant process, must
sign off on a donor as being brain dead before any family member of the donor can be
approached.
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Section V. The donor’s next of kin must be contacted before any part of the transplant
process can begin. If contact cannot be established within 72 hours of a person’s death, the
organ donation process shall proceed.
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Section VI. If the donor’s next of kin is against the donation, and that opposition is formally
expressed within 72 hours of notification of the death, then the transplant process is
stopped, excluding the circumstances outlined in section VII.
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Section VII. If a donor wishes to donate upon their death regardless of the consent from
the next of kin they must specify with the Illinois State Donor Registry of their wishes.
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Section VIII. This Bill shall go into effect on June 1st, 2015 upon the signature of the Youth
Governor of the State of Illinois.

S-O-21

LOBBYIST POSITION PAPER
Lobbyist Name:

Anthony Clampit

Delegation:
Delegation:

Willowbrook High School

Aligned with Preliminary Bill #: RII-42
Bill RII-42 proposes that it be put into legal effect that individuals are presumed to give consent to
being an organ donor unless requested otherwise to the Illinois State Donor Registry. This has a
significant amount of possible benefits if enacted that would greatly increase the number of available
organs and tissues to donor-recipients. Currently, as of December 3, 2014, approximately 124,000
recipients are in need of organ transplants. Yet, there are only 9,512 donors as of September 28,
2014. With the conspicuous lopsided ratio of recipients in need of a donor, a certain action must
take place. This bill provides such an outlet.
This will not be the first time this method will be possibly going into effect. Spain introduced this
reverse-donor model as a means to compensate for it’s severely lacking donor list. As of 2003, its
donor list has increased to 33.8 donors per million people. As of 2008, it has risen even more to
40.2 per million people, making it the highest donation rate in the world.
The system proves to be considerably cheaper than the constant intensive care for a patient who
cannot receive a transplant do to shortages. The latest data able to receive from 2005 presents that
the annual cost for organ transplants was 240.1 million USD. Yet, this price is little compared to the
cost of constant care, an example being for kidney patients on dialysis. The estimated cost would be
approximately twice that of transplants.
Following this, the bill will exponentially improve the Illinois donor system and provide many more
opportunities for recipients awaiting a transplant. Every month, for example, 3,000 patients are
added to the kidney waiting list. In 2013, 4,453 patients died waiting for a transplant. This improved
donor system would be able to significantly decrease the lack of kidney donations alone, not even
regarding all the other numerous transplant options.
Summary: Bill RII-42 will redesign the Illinois donation system so that it will greatly improve donor
rate, increasing transplant availability and consequentially saving many more lives of patients in need
of transplants. I am in full support of this bill.

RII-27
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Senate Sponsor:

Rebecca Berger

House Sponsor:

Anna Wardzala

CoCo-Sponsors:

Lizette Rios

Delegation:

Leyden
A BILL

For an Act creating Chapter 415, of the Illinois Compiled Statutes , relating to tax on
plastic bags.
BE IT ENACTED BY THE YMCA YOUTH LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ILLINOIS.
1
2

Section I. This Bill will put a 15 cent tax on each plastic bag when customers purchase a
good.

3
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Section II. This tax will not be applied if customers choose to opt out and carry goods in
reusable bags or other forms of carry.
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Section III. The revenue gain from tax will be used to clean out bodies of water and landfills
affected by the disposal of plastic bags. The revenue gain will be controlled and distributed
by the Illinois Department of Revenue (IDOR).
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Section IV. This Bill shall go into effect on May 1, 2016 upon the signature of the Youth
Governor of the State of Illinois.

S-O-23
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Introduced by:

Referred to Committee: Orange 2

Senate Sponsor:

Katie Metcalf

House Sponsor:

Presley Robbins

CoCo-Sponsors:

Savannah Boles, Madison Hart

Delegation:

SesserSesser-Valier
A BILL

For an Act Creating Chapter 605 Section 4, of the Illinois Compiled Statutes, relating to the
reduction of lane closure length on an interstate to one mile.
BE IT ENACTED BY THE YMCA YOUTH LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ILLINOIS.
1
2
3
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Section I. On Illinois interstates, construction zones that reduce the number of lanes from
two to one shall not exceed a length of one mile of lane closure. While construction zones
will not have a maximum length, the amount of lane closure within that zone shall not
exceed one mile.

5
6

Section II. An additional one-fourth of a mile of lane closure will be allowed for construction
zones that include a bridge or an exit.
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Section III. A subsequent construction zone that reduces the number of lanes from two to
one may begin a minimum of five miles from the end of the previous lane closure.
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Section IV. "Unique circumstances" permits to bypass these regulations, for a limited
amount of time, can be obtained by filing a request and having it approved through the
Illinois Department of Transportation (IDOT).
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Section V. Contractors who exceed the one mile limit will be subject to a verbal warning for
a first time offense. For a second offense, contractors will be fined a flat fee of $5,000. For
a third offense, the contract will be revoked and rewarded to a new firm.
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Section VI. This Bill shall go into effect on April 1, 2015 upon the signature of the Youth
Governor of the State of Illinois.

S-O-23

LOBBYIST POSITION PAPER
Lobbyist Name:

Parker Robbins

Delegation:
Delegation:

SesserSesser -Valier

Aligned with Preliminary Bill #: RIII-30
According to the Illinois Department of Transportation’s annual crash report, nearly 8,000 Illinois
construction zone accidents injured 1,985 people and unfortunately claimed the lives of 31 of those
people. In 2010, there were 87,606 crashes in work zones nationwide, 6% of those crashes resulted
in death, 30% were injury crashes, and 69% caused property damage. On average, there were 240
incidents per day in road construction work zones nationwide, this meaning that there was an
accident every 10 minutes.
Every year, Illinois motorists are faced with the reality of road construction zones and the dangers
that are involved. By reducing the amount of lane closure allowed in a construction zone to one mile,
the possibility of accidents would be decreased substantially. There are many cases when lane closure
on an interstate due to construction zones stretches for miles on end, although the actual
construction is isolated to a much smaller area. Significant amounts of interstate become congested
and, often times idle, due to this.
With this being said, there are other inconveniences that are also involved due to large expanses of
said lane closure. First response vehicles (i.e. ambulances, fire trucks, police vehicles) are not able to
easily use the interstate system quickly and efficiently. In addition, drivers have the tendency to
speed in order to make up lost time. This also leads to the probability of an accident occurring even
after the delay. Also, delays can cause people to be late to events and/or appointments. Lastly,
vehicles can easily get overheated, especially during the summertime. All of these contributing factors
can lead to different levels of “road rage,” this causing another danger while on the road.
There is no need to reduce two lanes to one for more than a mile when there is no construction being
conducted in certain areas of the interstate. This bill would ensure the safety of Illinois citizens, and
would be a key factor in reducing the amount of injuries and fatalities caused by interstate road
construction zone accidents.
Summary: I will support all legislation that promotes the reduction of lane closure lenth on an
insterstate road construction work zone to one mile.

RI-07
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Senate Sponsor:

Kaltra Seferi

House Sponsor:

Kelsey Powell

CoCo-Sponsors:

Mallory Behles, Sean Williams

Delegation:

Lake Park
A BILL

For an Act creating Chapter 63, Section 20, of the Illinois Compiled Statutes, relating to
College Tuition.
BE IT ENACTED BY THE YMCA YOUTH LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ILLINOIS.
1
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Section I. This bill controls the rate at which college tuition, costs of room and board, fees
and book prices of public universities increases in relation to inflation rates. The tuition will
be using 2016 school year fees as a baseline.
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Section II. The tuition will be locked in until the student completes their undergraduate
studies. For each new freshman class the university is allowed to increase the tuition by
1.5%.
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Section III. For transfer students, their tuition rate will be the same as students in the same
grade level.
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Section IV. A public university that does not abide by the law will be subject to getting .5%
of their funding pulled. If this is repeated, 5% of their funding will be pulled for every
repeated offence after the first until they reach 25%. For every year after, the university
will have 25% of their funding pulled until they comply with the law. This will be enforced by
the Illinois Board of Higher Education.
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Section V. All students attending Illinois public universities will be offered the same tuition
price.

16
17

Section VI. This Bill shall go into effect on August 1, 2016 upon the signature of the Youth
Governor of the State of Illinois.

S-O-24

LOBBYIST POSITION PAPER
Lobbyist Name:

Daniel Lore

Delegation:
Delegation:

Lake Park High School

Aligned with Preliminary Bill #:

RI-07

I encourage the YMCA Youth Legislature to pass a bill that mandates the cost of college tuition for
public universities.
This bill will enforce a set of regulations that enable more students to go to college. College tuition is
steadily on the rise and this bill will put a cap on tuition for all public universities. The need for
financial aid, student loans, and military payments, to attend a public university will be drastically
reduced in the event of this bill passing.
According to CNN, average student loan debt is $29,400. While 71% percent of college students’
graduate in debt. On article on Forbes online website explained that while 75% of students were
accepted into their first choice college, 57% of them were not able to attend. Most of the students
were not able to attend because they could not afford to pay tuition for that particular school. In fact
Business Insider says as much as 40% of students could not afford the cost of tuition for their dream
college. Others said that their first pick school would not offer them financial aid. The article later
goes on to explain that most students cannot make a decision on what college they go to until they
receive their financial aid packages. College tuition in 2010-2011 was nearly double what is was in
1980-1981. According to the Huffington Post most Americans have said that they cannot afford
college tuition in public universities without becoming in debt. Many states have considered creating a
bill on helping the issue of tuition however, most do not involve tuition caps. The average cost of
tuition for the University of Illinois at Urbana Champaign is $30,885, however only 46% of students
receive scholarships or grants. All these statistics on the status of students and whether they will
attend college and or be in debt would be eliminated due to the fact that no such statistics would be
needed.
This bill will not eliminate however lower the need for financial aid and student loans. Public
universities would be forced to comply with the bill upon it passing only being able to raise tuition
1.5% each year. If this bill passes more and more students will be able to not only attend but afford
the college of their dreams.
Summary: I will support all legislation that promotes setting a cap on colleege tuition for public
universities.
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A GUIDE TO THE 2014-2015 JUDICIAL PROGRAM
Youth attorneys have been working on two different criminal cases, People of the State of Illinois
vs. Weaver, and People of the State of Illinois vs. Larry McNeill. Both defendants were convicted,
and both have appealed their convictions. Specific details of those appeals follow. The cases will
be argued on Saturday in courtrooms at different locations. The courts will be in the Supreme
Court, the Former 4th Appellate Court and Capitol Room 212.
Appeals are very different from trials. Trials determine guilt or innocence based on the facts of a
particular case. For instance, John Wayne Gacy was convicted because it was determined that he
did in fact murder over thirty individuals. Normally, the appeal does not involve a re-hashing of
those events. Instead the appeal typically is concerned with whether something occurred before or
during the trial that prevented the defendant from receiving a fair trial.

People of the State of Illinois v. Ronald Weaver
After a jury trial, the defendant, Ronald Weaver, was found guilty and sentenced to death.
On September 9, 2014, he filed an appeal based on the following two issues.
ISSUE ONE
When Sergeant O’Hara placed Ronald Weaver under arrest at The Truck Stop Cafe on March
Sergeant O’Hara announced that the Defendant was being placed under arrest, read his
Miranda rights, handcuffed, and led out of the Cafe to the waiting squad car. When he finished
reading the Miranda rights Sergeant O’Hara asked Weaver whether he understood them, at which
point Weaver responded “Yeah”. As Weaver was being placed in the back of the squad car one of
the officers with Sergeant O’Hara asked Weaver “So, you don’t have anything to say about all of
this?” Weaver sat hunched over in the back of the squad car with his face in his hands quietly
sobbing for a few moments, then he mumbled “I never wanted to hurt her…” before trailing off.
4th,

Prior to trial, Defendant’s attorney filed a Motion to Suppress the statement made by
Ronald Weaver on March 4, 2014, as he sat in the back of the squad car, arguing that the
defendant did not knowingly, intelligently, or voluntarily waive his right to remain silent when
questioned by the police.
At the Suppression Hearing, the defense called three witnesses. First called was Ronald
Weaver who testified that on the morning of March 4, 2014 he had just come off an 8-hour
overnight duty shift with the Peoria City Police Department. He went on to say that while he
wanted to ask Fern Barret to move to California with him, given her most-recent suicide attempt
just a few days earlier he was apprehensive about approaching the subject with her; he testified
that when he pulled into the parking lot of The Truck Stop Café he took “a couple of swigs” from a
bottle of bourbon he picked up on his drive there from the police station as a “bit of a fortifier”.
Weaver also told the court that after Fern’s latest suicide attempt he had not been sleeping well
and estimated he had only been averaging about 4-hours of sleep each of the last couple of days.
Weaver ended his testimony stating that while he remembers the shooting incident, he doesn’t
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remember being read his Miranda rights or making any statement at the scene. On crossexamination by the State Weaver admitted that he could not give a more accurate quantity measure
for the bourbon he drank than his earlier testimony than “a couple of swigs” and that he couldn’t
confidently assign a specific number to “couple”.
The defense also called an evidence technician from the Peoria City Police department who
testified that among the items found in Ronald Weaver’s car parked at The Truck Stop Café was a
375ml bottle of Old Crow Reserve bourbon whisky with 6.25oz of bourbon left in the bottle. On
cross-examination by the State the technician testified that no receipt showing date of purchase of
the bottle of bourbon was found. Additionally, the technician testified that no field sobriety test
was administered to Ronald Weaver at the scene.
Lastly the defense called Sergeant O’Hara, who testified that when he placed Ronald
Weaver under arrest the Defendant was very upset and did not look like he recognized O’Hara. He
testified further that when walking Weaver to the police cruiser Weaver walked in shuffling steps
with an occasional stumble and had to be helped along by O’Hara and another officer. Additionally,
O’Hara testified that Weaver did not look around while being walked to the police cruiser and that
Weaver actually seemed almost unaware of his surroundings to some degree. On crossexamination by the State Sergeant O’Hara testified that he did not remember smelling alcohol on
Weaver’s breath and that he did not administer any sort of field sobriety test to Weaver. He also
testified that Weaver was able to get into the back of the police cruiser without hitting his head.
Lastly, O’Hara testified that Weaver appeared to be focused on the Sergeant as he read Weaver his
Miranda rights and responded promptly without slurring when asked if he understood them.
Following the testimony of these witnesses, Judge Wake denied the defense’s Motion to
Suppress Statements.
ISSUE TWO
Through Sergeant O’Hara’s testimony, the State attempted to present into evidence six 9"
by 12" color photographs, which were taken of the body at the crime scene. Four of the
photographs were wide-angle shots taken from different directions showing Fern Barrett’s body in
relation to the layout of the vestibule. The fifth photograph was a close-up of the head and chest
of Fern Barrett’s body showing the bullet’s entry wound to her chest, while also capturing what
appeared to be a look of surprise in her facial expression. The sixth photograph was a tighter
image of the bullet wound itself showing the flash burns from the gun shot. Also clearly seen in the
photograph was the picture-locket Fern Barrett wore, and the picture of her three-year-old son
that it held was visible.
Counsel for the defendant objected to the introduction of the photographs into evidence on
the basis that the photographs were more prejudicial than probative. The State argued that the
photographs were necessary for Sergeant O’Hara to explain his theory of how the shooting
happened. After hearing arguments by both the State and Defense, Judge Wake then overruled the
objection of Defense counsel and allowed the photographs into evidence. The photographs were
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then passed around the jury box for the jury's inspection and were also taken by the jury into the
jury room during their deliberations.
Post Trial Proceedings
Prior to sentencing, Defendant submitted post-trial motions to the court stating that the
conviction of the Defendant should be overturned 1) based on the improper inclusion of statements
made by the defendant, and 2) because the photographs of the deceased’s body were improperly
admitted. The court denied the motions. Defendant filed a timely appeal, arguing that his right to
a fair trial had been violated by these two issues.

People of the State of Illinois v. Larry McNeill
After a jury trial, the defendant, Larry McNeill, was found guilty and sentenced to death.
On October 10, 2014, he filed an appeal based on the following two issues.
ISSUE ONE
On August 20, 2014, trial was set before Judge M. Fell. Two weeks after the trial was set,
Defendant filed a motion under 725 ILCS 5/114-5 requesting that another judge be substituted for
Judge Fell. Motion was denied as being untimely under Section 5/114-5(a). The following week the
defendant filed a motion for cause stating prejudice citing Section 5/114-5(d) and attaching an
affidavit. In the affidavit Defendant stated that Judge M. Fell should not preside over the trial as
he would be unduly prejudiced against the defendant.
In the affidavit Defendant listed reasons for the alleged prejudice, stating that:
Earlier in his career, prior to his time as a judge, Judge Fell was an Assistant State’s Attorney
assisting with the prosecution that lead to Larry McNeill’s first conviction for heroin possession
ten years ago.
• Judge Fell has frequently displayed an abrasive and almost dismissive temperament towards
defense attorneys, yet treats prosecutors with the utmost respect. One lecture he gave a
defense attorney who had asked for an extension about “the need to be prepared when
entering my courtroom” has taken on almost legendary status.
• Judge Fell is a member of the Paul Revere Society and is active in helping establish
“Neighborhood Watch” groups.
• In a speech Judge Fell made before a VFW group in 2013, he stated that “There is never a
reason for a person to take the law into their own hands. We all suffer; we are all diminished
by the perpetrators of these crimes."
Defendant contended that these factors would unduly prejudice the judge against the defendant
and deny him a fair trial.

•

A hearing was held before Judge Wood. At the hearing Judge Fell acknowledged that he is
active in the community, likes to “run a tidy courtroom”, and that he “deals with people from all
walks of life”. He went on to say “I feel that none of my activities would affect my ability to deal
with this case fairly.” Judge Wood denied the Motion for Substitution of the Judge.
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ISSUE TWO
On cross-examination of Larry McNeill, the Assistant State's Attorney asked the following
question: “Mr. McNeill, weren’t you convicted twice for heroin possession?”
One of McNeill’s attorneys immediately objected, arguing that such information was irrelevant
to the charge concerned at the trial and highly prejudicial to the Defendant. A conference was called
by the Judge in the court's chambers wherein attorneys for each side were invited to argue this
objection out of the province of the jury. A court reporter was present.
Judge Fell over-ruled Defendant's objection and instructed McNeill to answer accordingly.
McNeill replied that he was invoking the privilege afforded by the 5th Amendment of the United States
Constitution. The Assistant State's Attorney proceeded then to enter into evidence the transcript of
McNeill’s previous two convictions. Defense attorney's immediate objection to this was over-ruled.
On re-direct examination, McNeill explained that he had become addicted to heroin while
overseas in the army and had been convicted twice for possession following his discharge. He went on
to say that the second conviction was a “real wake-up call” to him and that at that time he began to
make some changes in his life. McNeill went on to say that he got married about 8 years ago and
hasn’t used any drugs since. McNeill added that his record has been clean since that time.
Post Trial Proceedings
Prior to sentencing, Defendant submitted post-trial motions to the court stating that the
conviction of the Defendant should be overturned 1) because Judge Fell was improperly allowed to
preside over the trial, and 2) because evidence of McNeill’s prior conviction was inadmissible and
therefore erroneously entered. The court denied the motions. Defendant filed a timely appeal,
arguing that his right to a fair trial had been violated by these two issues.
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COURT ROOM I - SUPREME COURT BUILDING
SUPREME COURT CHAMBERS
SECOND FLOOR
Saturday, March 21, 2015
TIME DEFENDANT – APPELLANT
9:00 Varsha Subrahmanyam
Whitney Jin
(Waubonsie Valley)

STATE – APPELLEE

COURT

v.

Matthew Rice
Zuyi Chen
(Adlai E. Stevenson)

09

10:00 Kyle Hafkey
Jessica Reding
Ruth Thorne
(Naperville Central)

v.

Ashvini Kartik-Narayan
Emma Scovill
(Metea Valley)

01

11:00 Sophia Pellis
Kira Donnelly
Nikhila Pokala
(Neuqua Valley)

v.

Julia Nusgart
Lauren Voegtle
(Wheaton Warrenville South)

08

12:00 Nicole Chung
Ragini Sharma
(Waubonsie Valley)

v.

Adam Matejewski
Rebecca Loferski
(Bradley Bourbonnais)

02

1:00 Shelby Hayden Liu
Andrew Shida Jin
(Adlai E. Stevenson)

v.

Cheryl Liu
Liam Byrnes
Maddie Mehra
(Neuqua Valley)

11

2:00 Karen Whisler
(Adlai E. Stevenson)

v.

Alishba Rehman
Avni Singh
Vanessa Cai
(Neuqua Valley)

03

3:00 Alexander Goffinet
Austin Behrens
(Carterville)

v.

Chailuv Gidwani
Alex Shura
Ryan Tang
(Neuqua Valley)

10

4:00 Ashley Maras
Kajol Char
Wenjing Li
(Neuqua Valley)

v.

Shehla Chowdhury
Abby Donaldson
(Metea Valley)

04
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COURT ROOM II - SUPREME COURT BUILDING
Former FOURTH DISTRICT APPELLATE COURT CHAMBERS
SECOND FLOOR
Saturday, March 21, 2015
TIME DEFENDANT – APPELLANT
9:00 Angie Thomas
Rumi Venkatesh
(Metea Valley)

STATE – APPELLEE

COURT

v.

Hana Ahmed
Devyani Potdar
Serena Zhu
(Waubonsie Valley)

10

10:00 Meghna Basavaraju
Radhika Rahlan
(Metea Valley)

v.

Jhanelle Smith
Phillip Schulz
Alhan Sayyed
(Neuqua Valley)

03

11:00 Nuha Hamid
Cindy Luan
(Adlai E. Stevenson)

v.

Dominique Estes
Shivika Ahuja
(Waubonsie Valley)

12

12:00 Ardash Reddy
Lily Nwanesi
(Neuqua Valley)

v.

Emily Christensen
Evan Sheriff
(Wheaton Warrenville South)

05

1:00 Brendan Wagner
Bill Young
(Naperville Central)

v.

Areli Herrera
Lauren Gomez
(Metea Valley)

09

2:00 Krishna Appalaneni
Susan Back
(Waubonsie Valley)

v.

Ashvini Kartik-Narayan
Emma Scovill
(Metea Valley)

06

3:00 Nuha Hamid
Cindy Luan
(Adlai E. Stevenson)

v.

Emy Thomas
Tanmayi Kadamuddi
(Metea Valley)

08

4:00 Melanie Prakash
Puja Mohan
(Metea Valley)

v.

Allison Silverman
Nikol Safronova
(Adlai E. Stevenson)

02
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COURT ROOM III
CAPITOL BUILDING – ROOM 212
Saturday, March 21, 2015
TIME DEFENDANT – APPELLANT
9:00 Trishla Shah
Anna Lee
(Metea Valley)

STATE – APPELLEE

COURT

v.

Nick Blanchette
Shaena Proctor
(Bradley Bourbonnais)

11

10:00 Brendan Vivoda
Sheridan Kiple
(Wheaton Warrenville South)

v.

Nikolai Mitlyng
Edward Guan
(Waubonsie Valley)

07

11:00 Anushri Kartik-Narayan
Abby Steimel
(Metea Valley)

v.

Josie Dworkin
Meezahn Senbetta
(Wheaton Warrenville South)

14

12:00 Rhea Shrivastava
Pooja Vemu
Heather Walsh
(Waubonsie Valley)

v.

Jahnavi Challagonda
Arwa Madhwala
(Metea Valley)

04

1:00 Christina Nunez
Ryan Grosso
(Bradley Bourbonnais)

v.

Anisha Wilson
Danny Gierczak
(Metea Valley)

14

2:00 Leann Hale
Chase Reams
(Bradley Bourbonnais)

v.

Jhanelle Smith
Phillip Schulz
Alhan Sayyed
(Neuqua Valley)

01

3:00 Anushri Kartik-Narayan
Abby Steimel
(Metea Valley)

v.

Anna Henning
Kyle Cornell
(Carmel Catholic)

13

4:00 Arjun Nair
Prashat Shankar
(Metea Valley)

v.

Adam Matejewski
Rebecca Loferski
(Bradley Bourbonnais)

05
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COURT ROOM IV
CAPITOL BUILDING – ROOM 118
Saturday, March 21, 2015
TIME DEFENDANT – APPELLANT
11:00 Beth Koehler
Haylee Sipple
(Wheaton Warrenville South)

STATE – APPELLEE

COURT

v.

Connor Burns
Cristian Vaca
(Victor J. Andrew)

10

1:00 Bianca Duran
Sabrina Li
Rosann Marattil
(Waubonsie Valley)

v.

Randall Kraujalis
Joanna Szustek
(Metea Valley)

13

3:00 Russell Carrano
Thilinie Bandara
Ameer Elayyan
(Victor J. Andrew)

v.

Nikhil Sridhar
Jay Kolath
(Waubonsie Valley)

12
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JUDICIAL COURT ASSIGNMENTS
2014 - 2015
Court 1
Zuyi Chen
Lauren Gomez
Areli Herrera

Court 2

Court 3

Kira Donnelly
Danny Gierczak
Ryan Grosso
Christina Nunez
Julia Nusgart
Sophia Pellis
Nikhila Pokala
Lauren Voegtle
Anisha Wilson

Connor Burns
Liam Byrnes
Andrew Jin
Beth Koehler
Cheryl Liu

CLERK-BAILIFF:

CLERK-BAILIFF:

Hana Ahmed (10 AM)

Whitney Jin (2 PM)

Shelby Liu (4 PM)
Maddie Mehra (12 PM)

CLERK-BAILIFF:
Shelby Liu (2 PM)
Maddie Mehra (10 AM)

ADVISOR:

ADVISOR:

ADVISOR:

Shayma Patel
Megan Godette

Fred Tietze
Nadia Gonzalez

Inna Kagan
Tina Garcia

Court 4

Court 5

Whitney Jin (10 AM)
Matthew Rice
Varsha Subrahmanyam
Brendan Wagner
Bill Young

Shelby Liu (10AM)
Maddie Mehra (2 PM)
Haylee Sipple
Cristian Vaca

Court 6

Austin Behrens
Bianca Duran
Chailuv Gidwani
Alexander Goffinet
Randall Kraujalis
Sabrina Li
Rosann Marattil
Alex Shura
Joanna Szustek
Ryan Tang

Shivika Ahuja
Dominique Estes
Nuha Hamid
Tanmayi Kadamuddi
Jay Kolath
Cindy Luan
Nikhil Sridar
Emy Thomas

Hana Ahmed
Nick Blanchette
Anna Lee
Devyani Potdar
Shaena Proctor
Trishla Shah
Angie Thomas
Rumi Venkatesh
Serena Zhu

CLERK-BAILIFF:

CLERK-BAILIFF:

CLERK-BAILIFF:

Whitney Jin (12 PM)
Serena Zhu (4 PM)

Devyani Potdar (12 PM)
Angie Thomas (4 PM)

Nick Blanchette (2 PM)

ADVISOR:

ADVISOR:

ADVISOR:

David Overstreet

Christopher MacDonald
Elaina Tramel

David Severance
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Court 7

Court 8

Court 9
Nicole Chung 9 AM)

Thilinie Bandara
Russell Carrano
Kyle Cornell
Josie Dworkin
Ameer Elayyan
Anna Henning
Anushri Kartik-Naraya
Meezahn Senbetta
Abby Steimal

Krishna Appaleneni
Susan Back
Kyle Hafkey
Ashvini Kartik-Naraya
Jessica Reding
Emma Scovill
Ruth Thorne

CLERK-BAILIFF:

CLERK-BAILIFF:

Chailuv Gidwani (10 AM)

Nikol Safronova (11 AM)
Ragini Sharma (3 PM)

CLERK-BAILIFF:
Nicole Chung (1 PM)
Ragini Sharma (9 AM)

ADVISOR:

ADVISOR:

ADVISOR:

Jennifer Lacroix
Ellen Nelson / Alex Tramel

Susan Fuhrer

Matthew Livesay
Tara Chattoraj

Court 10
Vanessa Cai (9, 3)

Court 11

Rebecca Loferski
Adam Matejewski
Arjun Nair
Prashat Shankar

Ragini Sharma (1 PM)

Court 12

Jahnavi Challagonda
Kajol Char
Shehla Chowdhury
Abby Donaldson

Meghna Basavaraju
Leann Hale
Radhika Rahlan
Chase Reams

Wenjing Li (1 PM)

Alhan Sayyed (11 AM)

Arwa Madwala
Ashley Maras

Phillip Schulz
Jhanelle Smith

Meghna Basavaraju (9 AM)

CLERK-BAILIFF:
Wenjing Li (9 AM)

CLERK-BAILIFF:
Alhan Sayyed (3 PM)

Vanessa Cai (11 AM)

Radhika Rahlan (1 PM)

Prashat Shankar (11 AM)

ADVISOR:

ADVISOR:

ADVISOR:

Michael Barnes

Tammy Schutzenhofer

Heidi Hockberger

Edward Guan
Nikolai Mitlyng
Alishba Rehman
Avni Singh
Karen Whisler

CLERK-BAILIFF:
Nicole Chung (3 PM)
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Court 13
Emily Christensen (3 PM)
Lily Nwanesi
Ardash Reddy

Evan Sheriff (1 PM)
Rhea Shrivastava
Pooja Vemu
Heather Walsh

Court 14
Sheridan Kiple
Puja Mohan
Melanie Prakash
Nikol Safronova
Allison Silverman
Brendan Vivoda

CLERK-BAILIFF:
Emily Christensen (1 PM)
Evan Sheriff (3 PM)

Jahnavi Challagonda (1 PM)
Emily Christensen (11 AM)

CLERK-BAILIFF

ADVISOR:

ADVISOR

Richard Mitchell

Charles Tramel
Katie Bassett

Courts 1 - 7 will judge People v. Weaver (Case A).
Courts 8 - 14 will judge People v. McNeill (Case B).

Italics indicate the court to which a clerk-bailiff is assigned for reporting purposes. Due to
a lack of clerk-bailiffs, the following sophomores will be asked to serve as clerk-bailiffs
during one oral argument: Hana Ahmed, Meghna Basavaraju, Nick Blanchette, Jahnavi
Challagonda, Chailuv Gidwani, Devyani Potdar, Radhika Rahlan, Nikol Safronova, Prashat
Shankar, Angie Thomas, and Serena Zhu.
The times by a clerk-bailiff indicate the times that clerk-bailiff either will participate as a
youth attorney or participate as a clerk-bailiff for that particular court.
Court 10 will judge three times; Courts 6 and 7 will judge once; all other courts will judge
twice.
Ashvini Kartik-Narayan and Emma Scovill will argue twice.
Adam Matejewski and Rebecca Loferski will argue twice.
Jhanelle Smith, Phillip Schultz, and Alhan Sayyed will argue twice.
Nuha Hamid and Cindy Luan will argue twice.
Anushri Kartik-Narayan and Abby Steimel will argue twice.
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The score from the first oral argument in which each of the above-referenced teams
participates will be the one that counts for the Moot Court Competition awards.
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Insert Bill of Rights here.

A GUIDE TO THE 2014-2015 JUDICIAL PROGRAM
Youth attorneys have been working on two different criminal cases, People of the State of Illinois
vs. Weaver, and People of the State of Illinois vs. Larry McNeill. Both defendants were convicted,
and both have appealed their convictions. Specific details of those appeals follow. The cases will
be argued on Saturday in courtrooms at different locations. The courts will be in the Supreme
Court, the Former 4th Appellate Court and Capitol Room 212.
Appeals are very different from trials. Trials determine guilt or innocence based on the facts of a
particular case. For instance, John Wayne Gacy was convicted because it was determined that he
did in fact murder over thirty individuals. Normally, the appeal does not involve a re-hashing of
those events. Instead the appeal typically is concerned with whether something occurred before or
during the trial that prevented the defendant from receiving a fair trial.

People of the State of Illinois v. Ronald Weaver
After a jury trial, the defendant, Ronald Weaver, was found guilty and sentenced to death.
On September 9, 2014, he filed an appeal based on the following two issues.
ISSUE ONE
When Sergeant O’Hara placed Ronald Weaver under arrest at The Truck Stop Cafe on March
Sergeant O’Hara announced that the Defendant was being placed under arrest, read his
Miranda rights, handcuffed, and led out of the Cafe to the waiting squad car. When he finished
reading the Miranda rights Sergeant O’Hara asked Weaver whether he understood them, at which
point Weaver responded “Yeah”. As Weaver was being placed in the back of the squad car one of
the officers with Sergeant O’Hara asked Weaver “So, you don’t have anything to say about all of
this?” Weaver sat hunched over in the back of the squad car with his face in his hands quietly
sobbing for a few moments, then he mumbled “I never wanted to hurt her…” before trailing off.
4th,

Prior to trial, Defendant’s attorney filed a Motion to Suppress the statement made by
Ronald Weaver on March 4, 2014, as he sat in the back of the squad car, arguing that the
defendant did not knowingly, intelligently, or voluntarily waive his right to remain silent when
questioned by the police.
At the Suppression Hearing, the defense called three witnesses. First called was Ronald
Weaver who testified that on the morning of March 4, 2014 he had just come off an 8-hour
overnight duty shift with the Peoria City Police Department. He went on to say that while he
wanted to ask Fern Barret to move to California with him, given her most-recent suicide attempt
just a few days earlier he was apprehensive about approaching the subject with her; he testified
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that when he pulled into the parking lot of The Truck Stop Café he took “a couple of swigs” from a
bottle of bourbon he picked up on his drive there from the police station as a “bit of a fortifier”.
Weaver also told the court that after Fern’s latest suicide attempt he had not been sleeping well
and estimated he had only been averaging about 4-hours of sleep each of the last couple of days.
Weaver ended his testimony stating that while he remembers the shooting incident, he doesn’t
remember being read his Miranda rights or making any statement at the scene. On crossexamination by the State Weaver admitted that he could not give a more accurate quantity measure
for the bourbon he drank than his earlier testimony than “a couple of swigs” and that he couldn’t
confidently assign a specific number to “couple”.
The defense also called an evidence technician from the Peoria City Police department who
testified that among the items found in Ronald Weaver’s car parked at The Truck Stop Café was a
375ml bottle of Old Crow Reserve bourbon whisky with 6.25oz of bourbon left in the bottle. On
cross-examination by the State the technician testified that no receipt showing date of purchase of
the bottle of bourbon was found. Additionally, the technician testified that no field sobriety test
was administered to Ronald Weaver at the scene.
Lastly the defense called Sergeant O’Hara, who testified that when he placed Ronald
Weaver under arrest the Defendant was very upset and did not look like he recognized O’Hara. He
testified further that when walking Weaver to the police cruiser Weaver walked in shuffling steps
with an occasional stumble and had to be helped along by O’Hara and another officer. Additionally,
O’Hara testified that Weaver did not look around while being walked to the police cruiser and that
Weaver actually seemed almost unaware of his surroundings to some degree. On crossexamination by the State Sergeant O’Hara testified that he did not remember smelling alcohol on
Weaver’s breath and that he did not administer any sort of field sobriety test to Weaver. He also
testified that Weaver was able to get into the back of the police cruiser without hitting his head.
Lastly, O’Hara testified that Weaver appeared to be focused on the Sergeant as he read Weaver his
Miranda rights and responded promptly without slurring when asked if he understood them.
Following the testimony of these witnesses, Judge Wake denied the defense’s Motion to
Suppress Statements.
ISSUE TWO
Through Sergeant O’Hara’s testimony, the State attempted to present into evidence six 9"
by 12" color photographs, which were taken of the body at the crime scene. Four of the
photographs were wide-angle shots taken from different directions showing Fern Barrett’s body in
relation to the layout of the vestibule. The fifth photograph was a close-up of the head and chest
of Fern Barrett’s body showing the bullet’s entry wound to her chest, while also capturing what
appeared to be a look of surprise in her facial expression. The sixth photograph was a tighter
image of the bullet wound itself showing the flash burns from the gun shot. Also clearly seen in the
photograph was the picture-locket Fern Barrett wore, and the picture of her three-year-old son
that it held was visible.
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Counsel for the defendant objected to the introduction of the photographs into evidence on
the basis that the photographs were more prejudicial than probative. The State argued that the
photographs were necessary for Sergeant O’Hara to explain his theory of how the shooting
happened. After hearing arguments by both the State and Defense, Judge Wake then overruled the
objection of Defense counsel and allowed the photographs into evidence. The photographs were
then passed around the jury box for the jury's inspection and were also taken by the jury into the
jury room during their deliberations.
Post Trial Proceedings
Prior to sentencing, Defendant submitted post-trial motions to the court stating that the
conviction of the Defendant should be overturned 1) based on the improper inclusion of statements
made by the defendant, and 2) because the photographs of the deceased’s body were improperly
admitted. The court denied the motions. Defendant filed a timely appeal, arguing that his right to
a fair trial had been violated by these two issues.

People of the State of Illinois v. Larry McNeill
After a jury trial, the defendant, Larry McNeill, was found guilty and sentenced to death.
On October 10, 2014, he filed an appeal based on the following two issues.
ISSUE ONE
On August 20, 2014, trial was set before Judge M. Fell. Two weeks after the trial was set,
Defendant filed a motion under 725 ILCS 5/114-5 requesting that another judge be substituted for
Judge Fell. Motion was denied as being untimely under Section 5/114-5(a). The following week the
defendant filed a motion for cause stating prejudice citing Section 5/114-5(d) and attaching an
affidavit. In the affidavit Defendant stated that Judge M. Fell should not preside over the trial as
he would be unduly prejudiced against the defendant.
In the affidavit Defendant listed reasons for the alleged prejudice, stating that:
• Earlier in his career, prior to his time as a judge, Judge Fell was an Assistant State’s Attorney
assisting with the prosecution that lead to Larry McNeill’s first conviction for heroin possession
ten years ago.
• Judge Fell has frequently displayed an abrasive and almost dismissive temperament towards
defense attorneys, yet treats prosecutors with the utmost respect. One lecture he gave a
defense attorney who had asked for an extension about “the need to be prepared when
entering my courtroom” has taken on almost legendary status.
• Judge Fell is a member of the Paul Revere Society and is active in helping establish
“Neighborhood Watch” groups.
• In a speech Judge Fell made before a VFW group in 2013, he stated that “There is never a
reason for a person to take the law into their own hands. We all suffer; we are all diminished
by the perpetrators of these crimes."
Defendant contended that these factors would unduly prejudice the judge against the defendant
and deny him a fair trial.
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A hearing was held before Judge Wood. At the hearing Judge Fell acknowledged that he is
active in the community, likes to “run a tidy courtroom”, and that he “deals with people from all
walks of life”. He went on to say “I feel that none of my activities would affect my ability to deal
with this case fairly.” Judge Wood denied the Motion for Substitution of the Judge.
ISSUE TWO
. On cross-examination of Larry McNeill, the Assistant State's Attorney asked the following question:
“Mr. McNeill, weren’t you convicted twice for heroin possession?”
One of McNeill’s attorneys immediately objected, arguing that such information was irrelevant
to the charge concerned at the trial and highly prejudicial to the Defendant. A conference was called
by the Judge in the court's chambers wherein attorneys for each side were invited to argue this
objection out of the province of the jury. A court reporter was present.
Judge Fell over-ruled Defendant's objection and instructed McNeill to answer accordingly.
McNeill replied that he was invoking the privilege afforded by the 5th Amendment of the United States
Constitution. The Assistant State's Attorney proceeded then to enter into evidence the transcript of
McNeill’s previous two convictions. Defense attorney's immediate objection to this was over-ruled.
On re-direct examination, McNeill explained that he had become addicted to heroin while
overseas in the army and had been convicted twice for possession following his discharge. He went on
to say that the second conviction was a “real wake-up call” to him and that at that time he began to
make some changes in his life. McNeill went on to say that he got married about 8 years ago and
hasn’t used any drugs since. McNeill added that his record has been clean since that time.
Post Trial Proceedings
Prior to sentencing, Defendant submitted post-trial motions to the court stating that the
conviction of the Defendant should be overturned 1) because Judge Fell was improperly allowed to
preside over the trial, and 2) because evidence of McNeill’s prior conviction was inadmissible and
therefore erroneously entered. The court denied the motions. Defendant filed a timely appeal,
arguing that his right to a fair trial had been violated by these two issues.
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COURT ROOM I - SUPREME COURT BUILDING
SUPREME COURT CHAMBERS
SECOND FLOOR
Saturday, March 21, 2015
TIME DEFENDANT – APPELLANT
9:00 Varsha Subrahmanyam
Whitney Jin
(Waubonsie Valley)

STATE – APPELLEE

COURT

v.

Matthew Rice
Zuyi Chen
(Adlai E. Stevenson)

09

10:00 Kyle Hafkey
Jessica Reding
Ruth Thorne
(Naperville Central)

v.

Ashvini Kartik-Narayan
Emma Scovill
(Metea Valley)

01

11:00 Sophia Pellis
Kira Donnelly
Nikhila Pokala
(Neuqua Valley)

v.

Julia Nusgart
Lauren Voegtle
(Wheaton Warrenville South)

08

12:00 Nicole Chung
Ragini Sharma
(Waubonsie Valley)

v.

Adam Matejewski
Rebecca Loferski
(Bradley Bourbonnais)

02

1:00 Shelby Hayden Liu
Andrew Shida Jin
(Adlai E. Stevenson)

v.

Cheryl Liu
Liam Byrnes
Maddie Mehra
(Neuqua Valley)

11

2:00 Karen Whisler
(Adlai E. Stevenson)

v.

Alishba Rehman
Avni Singh
Vanessa Cai
(Neuqua Valley)

03

3:00 Alexander Goffinet
Austin Behrens
(Carterville)

v.

Chailuv Gidwani
Alex Shura
Ryan Tang
(Neuqua Valley)

10

4:00 Ashley Maras
Kajol Char
Wenjing Li
(Neuqua Valley)

v.

Shehla Chowdhury
Abby Donaldson
(Metea Valley)

04
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COURT ROOM II - SUPREME COURT BUILDING
Former FOURTH DISTRICT APPELLATE COURT CHAMBERS
SECOND FLOOR
Saturday, March 21, 2015
TIME DEFENDANT – APPELLANT
9:00 Angie Thomas
Rumi Venkatesh
(Metea Valley)

STATE – APPELLEE

COURT

v.

Hana Ahmed
Devyani Potdar
Serena Zhu
(Waubonsie Valley)

10

10:00 Meghna Basavaraju
Radhika Rahlan
(Metea Valley)

v.

Jhanelle Smith
Phillip Schulz
Alhan Sayyed
(Neuqua Valley)

03

11:00 Nuha Hamid
Cindy Luan
(Adlai E. Stevenson)

v.

Dominique Estes
Shivika Ahuja
(Waubonsie Valley)

12

12:00 Ardash Reddy
Lily Nwanesi
(Neuqua Valley)

v.

Emily Christensen
Evan Sheriff
(Wheaton Warrenville South)

05

1:00 Brendan Wagner
Bill Young
(Naperville Central)

v.

Areli Herrera
Lauren Gomez
(Metea Valley)

09

2:00 Krishna Appalaneni
Susan Back
(Waubonsie Valley)

v.

Ashvini Kartik-Narayan
Emma Scovill
(Metea Valley)

06

3:00 Nuha Hamid
Cindy Luan
(Adlai E. Stevenson)

v.

Emy Thomas
Tanmayi Kadamuddi
(Metea Valley)

08

4:00 Melanie Prakash
Puja Mohan
(Metea Valley)

v.

Allison Silverman
Nikol Safronova
(Adlai E. Stevenson)

02
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COURT ROOM III
CAPITOL BUILDING – ROOM 212
Saturday, March 21, 2015
TIME DEFENDANT – APPELLANT
9:00 Trishla Shah
Anna Lee
(Metea Valley)

STATE – APPELLEE

COURT

v.

Nick Blanchette
Shaena Proctor
(Bradley Bourbonnais)

11

10:00 Brendan Vivoda
Sheridan Kiple
(Wheaton Warrenville South)

v.

Nikolai Mitlyng
Edward Guan
(Waubonsie Valley)

07

11:00 Anushri Kartik-Narayan
Abby Steimel
(Metea Valley)

v.

Josie Dworkin
Meezahn Senbetta
(Wheaton Warrenville South)

14

12:00 Rhea Shrivastava
Pooja Vemu
Heather Walsh
(Waubonsie Valley)

v.

Jahnavi Challagonda
Arwa Madhwala
(Metea Valley)

04

1:00 Christina Nunez
Ryan Grosso
(Bradley Bourbonnais)

v.

Anisha Wilson
Danny Gierczak
(Metea Valley)

14

2:00 Leann Hale
Chase Reams
(Bradley Bourbonnais)

v.

Jhanelle Smith
Phillip Schulz
Alhan Sayyed
(Neuqua Valley)

01

3:00 Anushri Kartik-Narayan
Abby Steimel
(Metea Valley)

v.

Anna Henning
Kyle Cornell
(Carmel Catholic)

13

4:00 Arjun Nair
Prashat Shankar
(Metea Valley)

v.

Adam Matejewski
Rebecca Loferski
(Bradley Bourbonnais)

05
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COURT ROOM IV
CAPITOL BUILDING – ROOM 118
Saturday, March 21, 2015
TIME DEFENDANT – APPELLANT
11:00 Beth Koehler
Haylee Sipple
(Wheaton Warrenville South)

STATE – APPELLEE

COURT

v.

Connor Burns
Cristian Vaca
(Victor J. Andrew)

10

1:00 Bianca Duran
Sabrina Li
Rosann Marattil
(Waubonsie Valley)

v.

Randall Kraujalis
Joanna Szustek
(Metea Valley)

13

3:00 Russell Carrano
Thilinie Bandara
Ameer Elayyan
(Victor J. Andrew)

v.

Nikhil Sridhar
Jay Kolath
(Waubonsie Valley)

12
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JUDICIAL COURT ASSIGNMENTS
2014 - 2015
Court 1
Zuyi Chen
Lauren Gomez
Areli Herrera

Court 2

Court 3

Kira Donnelly
Danny Gierczak
Ryan Grosso
Christina Nunez
Julia Nusgart
Sophia Pellis
Nikhila Pokala
Lauren Voegtle
Anisha Wilson

Connor Burns
Liam Byrnes
Andrew Jin
Beth Koehler
Cheryl Liu

CLERK-BAILIFF:

CLERK-BAILIFF:

Hana Ahmed (10 AM)

Whitney Jin (2 PM)

Shelby Liu (4 PM)
Maddie Mehra (12 PM)

CLERK-BAILIFF:
Shelby Liu (2 PM)
Maddie Mehra (10 AM)

ADVISOR:

ADVISOR:

ADVISOR:

Shayma Patel
Megan Godette

Fred Tietze
Nadia Gonzalez

Inna Kagan
Tina Garcia

Court 4

Court 5

Whitney Jin (10 AM)
Matthew Rice
Varsha Subrahmanyam
Brendan Wagner
Bill Young

Shelby Liu (10AM)
Maddie Mehra (2 PM)
Haylee Sipple
Cristian Vaca

Court 6

Austin Behrens
Bianca Duran
Chailuv Gidwani
Alexander Goffinet
Randall Kraujalis
Sabrina Li
Rosann Marattil
Alex Shura
Joanna Szustek
Ryan Tang

Shivika Ahuja
Dominique Estes
Nuha Hamid
Tanmayi Kadamuddi
Jay Kolath
Cindy Luan
Nikhil Sridar
Emy Thomas

Hana Ahmed
Nick Blanchette
Anna Lee
Devyani Potdar
Shaena Proctor
Trishla Shah
Angie Thomas
Rumi Venkatesh
Serena Zhu

CLERK-BAILIFF:

CLERK-BAILIFF:

CLERK-BAILIFF:

Whitney Jin (12 PM)
Serena Zhu (4 PM)

Devyani Potdar (12 PM)
Angie Thomas (4 PM)

Nick Blanchette (2 PM)

ADVISOR:

ADVISOR:

ADVISOR:

David Overstreet

Christopher MacDonald
Elaina Tramel

David Severance
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Court 7

Court 8

Court 9
Nicole Chung 9 AM)

Thilinie Bandara
Russell Carrano
Kyle Cornell
Josie Dworkin
Ameer Elayyan
Anna Henning
Anushri Kartik-Naraya
Meezahn Senbetta
Abby Steimal

Krishna Appaleneni
Susan Back
Kyle Hafkey
Ashvini Kartik-Naraya
Jessica Reding
Emma Scovill
Ruth Thorne

CLERK-BAILIFF:

CLERK-BAILIFF:

Chailuv Gidwani (10 AM)

Nikol Safronova (11 AM)
Ragini Sharma (3 PM)

CLERK-BAILIFF:
Nicole Chung (1 PM)
Ragini Sharma (9 AM)

ADVISOR:

ADVISOR:

ADVISOR:

Jennifer Lacroix
Ellen Nelson / Alex Tramel

Susan Fuhrer

Matthew Livesay
Tara Chattoraj

Court 10
Vanessa Cai (9, 3)

Court 11

Rebecca Loferski
Adam Matejewski
Arjun Nair
Prashat Shankar

Ragini Sharma (1 PM)

Court 12

Jahnavi Challagonda
Kajol Char
Shehla Chowdhury
Abby Donaldson

Meghna Basavaraju
Leann Hale
Radhika Rahlan
Chase Reams

Wenjing Li (1 PM)

Alhan Sayyed (11 AM)

Arwa Madwala
Ashley Maras

Phillip Schulz
Jhanelle Smith

Meghna Basavaraju (9 AM)

CLERK-BAILIFF:
Wenjing Li (9 AM)

CLERK-BAILIFF:
Alhan Sayyed (3 PM)

Vanessa Cai (11 AM)

Radhika Rahlan (1 PM)

Prashat Shankar (11 AM)

ADVISOR:

ADVISOR:

ADVISOR:

Michael Barnes

Tammy Schutzenhofer

Heidi Hockberger

Edward Guan
Nikolai Mitlyng
Alishba Rehman
Avni Singh
Karen Whisler

CLERK-BAILIFF:
Nicole Chung (3 PM)
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Court 13
Emily Christensen (3 PM)
Lily Nwanesi
Ardash Reddy

Evan Sheriff (1 PM)
Rhea Shrivastava
Pooja Vemu
Heather Walsh

Court 14
Sheridan Kiple
Puja Mohan
Melanie Prakash
Nikol Safronova
Allison Silverman
Brendan Vivoda

CLERK-BAILIFF:
Emily Christensen (1 PM)
Evan Sheriff (3 PM)

Jahnavi Challagonda (1 PM)
Emily Christensen (11 AM)

CLERK-BAILIFF

ADVISOR:

ADVISOR

Richard Mitchell

Charles Tramel
Katie Bassett

Courts 1 - 7 will judge People v. Weaver (Case A).
Courts 8 - 14 will judge People v. McNeill (Case B).

Italics indicate the court to which a clerk-bailiff is assigned for reporting purposes. Due to
a lack of clerk-bailiffs, the following sophomores will be asked to serve as clerk-bailiffs
during one oral argument: Hana Ahmed, Meghna Basavaraju, Nick Blanchette, Jahnavi
Challagonda, Chailuv Gidwani, Devyani Potdar, Radhika Rahlan, Nikol Safronova, Prashat
Shankar, Angie Thomas, and Serena Zhu.
The times by a clerk-bailiff indicate the times that clerk-bailiff either will participate as a
youth attorney or participate as a clerk-bailiff for that particular court.
Court 10 will judge three times; Courts 6 and 7 will judge once; all other courts will judge
twice.
Ashvini Kartik-Narayan and Emma Scovill will argue twice.
Adam Matejewski and Rebecca Loferski will argue twice.
Jhanelle Smith, Phillip Schultz, and Alhan Sayyed will argue twice.
Nuha Hamid and Cindy Luan will argue twice.
Anushri Kartik-Narayan and Abby Steimel will argue twice.
The score from the first oral argument in which each of the above-referenced teams
participates will be the one that counts for the Moot Court Competition awards.
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