Illinois YMCA
Youth and Government
68th Assembly
March 17 - 19, 2017
“Democracy Must Be Learned
By Each Generation”
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ILLINOIS YMCA YOUTH AND GOVERNMENT
SPRINGFIELD ASSEMBLY

DEDICATION
The following individuals are the newest class of Illinois YMCA
Youth and Government’s Hall of Fame. Jean Tello, through her many
years as an advisor at Almos Alonzo Stagg High School and serving
on our Board of Directors; and Keith Anderson, through his years as
a participant and serving as 1975 Youth Governor, to being an
integral part of the Board of Directors and guiding the program
through transitions - have given so much of themselves to this
program. With much appreciation and thanks, this billbook is
dedicated to them.

Keith Anderson

Jean Tello
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 %LOO7XUQHU -ROLHW -ROLHW7RZQVKLS

 7RP5RRQH\ 0F*DZ (YDQVWRQ

 *HQH.HLWK 3HRULD 0DQXDO

 0DWWKHZ%'H/HRQ 0F*DZ (YDQVWRQ

 7RP%DOGDFFLQL /LQFROQ%HOPRQW /DQH7HFK

 $ELJDLO+DQQLV8UEDQ 0W9HUQRQ 0W9HUQRQ

 9HUQ-RKQVRQ 6WUHDWRU 6WUHDWRU

 'DYLG(*DUQHWW 1µYLOOH 1DSHUYLOOH1RUWK

 'RQ&DUWHU&KLFDJR

 'DZQ&DPSEHOO' 2UD]LR .QR[&R *DOHVEXUJ

 'LFN+H\GHU)UDQNIRUW&RPP

 0LFKDHO.LUNZRRG 0W9HUQRQ 0W9HUQRQ

 3KLOOLS4XLJOH\6NRNLH

 *HQR9DOHQWH 0W9HUQRQ 6HVVHU9DOLHU

 5REHUW+RUQDGD\ %HYHUO\ 0RUJDQ3DUN

 %HQ+DOO 0W9HUQRQ 0W9HUQRQ

 -DPHV%XFK (GZDUGVYLOOH (GZDUGVYLOOH

 0DWW:ROIH 0W9HUQRQ 6HVVHU9DOLHU

 -RKQ'DLOH\ (OPKXUVW <RUN

 -RVHSK6WHUELV (OPKXUVW /DNH3DUN

 .HQ+H\O (OPKXUVW <RUN

 ,NH0LQWRQ 0W9HUQRQ 'X4XRLQ

 :DUUHQ1DVK*UDQLWH&LW\

 *UHJ+ROOPDQQ 0W9HUQRQ 0W9HUQRQ

 &OLIWRQ&0DFOLQ +\GH3DUN +\GH3DUN

 (DPRQ.HOO\ 0F*DZ (YDQVWRQ7RZQVKLS

 .HPS-DPHV0F/DXJKOLQ/LQFROQ%HOPRQW

 6WHYH'DJODV 6RXWKZHVW 6WDJJ

 -RKQ(SSHUKHLPHU+DUULVEXUJ

 %LOO'LPLWURSRXORV 6RXWKZHVW 6WDJJ

 0LFKDHO:DONHU6RXWK&KLFDJR

 *XLOOHUPR&RURQDGR (OPKXUVW $GGLVRQ7UDLO

 7KRPDV1D\ORU )UHHSRUW )UHHSRUW

 7DUXQ3DWHO +HULWDJH :DXERQVLH9DOOH\

 5LFKDUG/DQJGRQ -DFNVRQ&R &DUERQGDOH

 -XVWLQ&DMLQGRV 1HWZRUN 6WDJJ

 .HQQHWK.UDIW(OPKXUVW

 'XVWLQ+HUU 0W9HUQRQ 0W9HUQRQ

 :D\QH.RVW 6RXWKZHVW &DUO6DQGEXUJ

 &ROLQ&ODUN 0W9HUQRQ 0W9HUQRQ

 6WHYH(FNHUW 'DQYLOOH 'DQYLOOH

 'DYLG6LPQLFN +HULWDJH 1DSHUYLOOH1RUWK

 *UHJ=LWR 3URYLVR 3URYLVR:HVW

 6HDQ7RPSNLQV +HULWDJH 1DSHUYLOOH&HQWUDO

 6WHYHQ*DU\0DUVK 6RXWKZHVW (LVHQKRZHU

 &RUWQH\&KDUOHVWRQ +HULWDJH 1HXTXD9DOOH\

 3DXO0DWWKHZV -DFNVRQ&R &DUERQGDOH

 'DYLG3LOHVNL (OPKXUVW /DNH3DUN

 'DQ/HVVHU 0F*DZ (YDQVWRQ7RZQVKLS

 -DQHVK5DKODQ +HULWDJH :DXERQVLH9DOOH\

 .HLWK$QGHUVRQ -ROLHW 3ODLQILHOG

 'DQ&URQLQ +HULWDJH :DXERQVLH9DOOH\

 -LP:LQNOHU 1DSHUYLOOH 1DSHUYLOOH&HQWUDO

 5REHUW/DPSURV %55\DOO ::6

 0LFKDHO3L]]XWR %HUZ\Q&LFHUR 0RUWRQ(DVW

 .HYLQ:HL1HXTXD9DOOH\

 0LNH&KHHUYD 6RXWKZHVW 6WDJJ

 ,VDLDK%RRNHU1DSHUYLOOH1RUWK

 'HQQLV)DYDUR .DQNDNHH %%&+6

 'DQLHO3DUN:DXERQVLH9DOOH\

 %LOO'DQLHOF]\N (OPKXUVW <RUN

 5XVKLO6KXNOD:DXERQVLH9DOOH\

 -DPHV5RXKDQGHK -DFNVRQ&R &DUERQGDOH
 3HJJ\3HWWLW5XEHQ]HU 0W9HUQRQ 0W
9HUQRQ
 -HII6RXNRS (OPKXUVW /DNH3DUN
 $UW6LPV 6RXWKZHVW /XWKHU6RXWK
 'DYLG.HPS (OPKXUVW /DNH3DUN
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5RU\6PLWK
$DURQ%URZHU
+DUU\5HZHLN
-R\FH$QQ*X]LN
3DWULFLD0RQFDGD
-XOLH(LVHQPDQQ
'RQQD&UDIW&DLQ
7DPUD7KRPSVRQ7RXVVDLQW
.DWKOHHQ&RQQRQ
$QGUHZ)UREHUJ
.DUO.RVFKH
3DXO7LPP
-XOLH0XOGHULQN0DQWRRWK
$QLO1.HVZDQL
-LOO9RURELHY
%HWK.XV]\QVNL
$QGUHD.RXWRXORJHQLV
5R[DQD0HKWD'XEDVK
$GDP-DFNDQLF]
%UDQG\/*ODVVHU
7RGG.ROE
$QQD.LQJ*UHHQ
%HQ-RKQVRQ
-XVWLQ/RZHOO%HOOHZ
(PLO\1DVK
0DWW6FKXK
$OH[2NUHQW
.HYLQ%HFNHU
(ULQ:LOVRQ
.DWKOHHQ&RYHULFN
7UDFL*LOOLJ
0DUJDUHW*LEVRQ
7RQ\&DWDODQR
%U\DQ0HGHPD
0HJDQ*RGHWWH
'DQ&URQLQ
-RH\.LP
.DYHUL6KDUPD
-DVPLQH/HH&KX\
.D\OD$UUR\DYH
$VKOH\0DUDV
6SHQFHU3HFN

'HOHJDWLRQ
+\GH3DUN .HQZRRG$FDGHP\
0F*DZ (YDQVWRQ7RZQVKLS
6RXWKZHVW 6WDJJ
6RXWKZHVW 6WDJJ
6RXWKZHVW 0RUJDQ3DUN$FDGHP\
0F*DZ (YDQVWRQ7RZQVKLS
/RPEDUG :LOORZEURRN
'DQYLOOH &DWOLQ
(OPKXUVW <RUN&RPP
1DSHUYLOOH 1DSHUYLOOH1RUWK
6RXWKZHVW 6WDJJ
6RXWKZHVW 6WDJJ
6RXWKZHVW 6WDJJ
(OPKXUVW /DNH3DUN
6RXWKZHVW 6WDJJ
6RXWKZHVW 6WDJJ
6RXWKZHVW 6WDJJ
6RXWKZHVW 6WDJJ
0W9HUQRQ )UDQNIRUW&RPP
0W9HUQRQ 0XUSK\VERUR
6RXWKZHVW 6WDJJ
0W9HUQRQ 0XUSK\VERUR
(GZDUGVYLOOH (GZDUGVYLOOH
0F*DZ (YDQVWRQ7RZQVKLS
0F*DZ (YDQVWRQ7RZQVKLS
0W9HUQRQ 0XUSK\VERUR
0F*DZ (YDQVWRQ7RZQVKLS
6SULQJILHOG :LOOLDPVYLOOH
0W9HUQRQ 0XUSK\VERUR
1HWZRUN 6WDJJ
(OPKXUVW /DNH3DUN
+HULWDJH 1HXTXD9DOOH\
1HWZRUN &DUO6DQGEXUJ
(OPKXUVW /DNH3DUN
1HWZRUN $QGUHZ
+HULWDJH :DXERQVLH9DOOH\
+HULWDJH 1HXTXD9DOOH\
+HULWDJH 1HXTXD9DOOH\
1HXTXD9DOOH\
:DXERQVLH9DOOH\
1HXTXD9DOOH\
*DWHZD\5HJLRQ<0&$
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²'HPRFUDF\PXVWEHOHDUQHGE\(DFK*HQHUDWLRQ³7RGRWKLVUHTXLUHVGHYRWHGSHRSOHWKDW
UHFRJQL]H WKH LPSRUWDQFH RI FLYLF HQJDJHPHQW DQG OHDGHUVKLS ,OOLQRLV <0&$ <RXWK DQG
*RYHUQPHQWZRXOGQRWEHWKHVXFFHVVLWLVWRGD\ZLWKRXWWKHKDUGZRUNDQGGHGLFDWLRQRI
PDQ\SHRSOHWKURXJKRXWRXU\HDUKLVWRU\7KH+DOORI)DPHKRQRUVLQGLYLGXDOVIRUWKHLU
GHGLFDWLRQWRHQVXULQJWKDWGHPRFUDF\PXVWEHOHDUQHGE\HDFKJHQHUDWLRQ
:HZHOFRPHWKH&ODVVDQGWKDQNWKHPIRUWKHLUVHUYLFHDQGGHYRWLRQWRWKH\RXWKRI
,OOLQRLV
.HLWK$QGHUVRQ
.HLWK5$QGHUVRQVHUYHGDV<RXWK*RYHUQRURI,OOLQRLV<0&$<RXWKDQG*RYHUQPHQW
LQIURPWKH-ROLHW<0&$3ODLQILHOG+LJK6FKRROGHOHJDWLRQ
.HLWKµV ELOO IRU WKH  <RXWK DQG *RYHUQPHQW $VVHPEO\ ZDV 6HQDWH %LOO %OXH 
6%%  WR ²HVWDEOLVK PDQGDWRU\ LQVXUDQFH DV D SUHUHTXLVLWH WR REWDLQ D PRWRU YHKLFOH
UHJLVWUDWLRQ³ZKLFKZDVDVVLJQHGWR&RPPLWWHH7UDQVSRUWDWLRQ
$IWHUKLJKVFKRRO.HLWKDWWHQGHG'H3DXZ8QLYHUVLW\DQGUHFHLYHGKLV%$LQ
.HLWK UHODWHG WKDW ²HQFRXUDJHG E\ P\ H[SHULHQFH LQ <RXWK DQG *RYHUQPHQW , PDMRUHG LQ
SROLWLFDOVFLHQFHDW'H3DXZDQGZDVDFWLYHLQVWXGHQWJRYHUQPHQW³,Q.HLWKHDUQHG
KLV -' IURP *HRUJH :DVKLQJWRQ 8QLYHUVLW\ /DZ 6FKRRO DQG SXUVXHG KLV LQWHUHVW LQ
JRYHUQPHQW E\ ZRUNLQJ LQ WKH 2IILFH RI &RQJUHVVLRQDO $IIDLUV RI WKH 86 1XFOHDU
5HJXODWRU\&RPPLVVLRQ$IWHUODZVFKRRO.HLWKVHUYHGDVDODZFOHUNWR&KLHI-XGJH1RUPD
+ROORZD\-RKQVRQ86'LVWULFWFRXUWRIWKH'LVWULFWRI&ROXPELDDQGWKHQZRUNHGIRUDODZ
ILUP LQ :DVKLQJWRQ  ,Q -DQXDU\  KH ZDV D IRXQGLQJ SDUWQHU RI *UHHQ 6WHZDUW
)DUEHUDQG$QGHUVRQ3&.HLWKUHWXUQHGWR&KLFDJRLQWRRSHQKLVILUPµV&KLFDJR
RIILFH&XUUHQWO\.HLWKLVDSDUWQHULQWKH&KLFDJRRIILFHRI'ULQNHU%LGGOHZLWKRIILFHVLQ
&KLFDJR$OEDQ\'DOODV)ORUKDP3DUN1-/RV$QJHOHV1HZ<RUN3KLODGHOSKLDDQG/RQGRQ
7KURXJK WKH \HDUV VLQFH .HLWKµV WHUP DV <RXWK *RYHUQRU KH KDV VHUYHG WKH ,OOLQRLV
<0&$ <RXWK DQG *RYHUQPHQW SURJUDP LQ P\ULDG ZD\V PRVW QRWDEO\ DV D PHPEHU RI WKH
%RDUGRI'LUHFWRUVDQG([HFXWLYH&RPPLWWHHIRUPDQ\\HDUVDVZHOODVDQDGYLVRUWRWKH
-XGLFLDO3URJUDP.HLWKZDVDOVRLQVWUXPHQWDOLQSURYLGLQJFRXQVHOIRUWKHHVWDEOLVKPHQWRI
,OOLQRLV<0&$<RXWKDQG*RYHUQPHQWDVDQLQGHSHQGHQWFKDUWHUHG<0&$
.HLWKOLYHVLQ+LQVGDOH,/ZLWKKLVZLIH0LPLDQGKDVWZRDGXOWFKLOGUHQ0DWWDQG
:KLWQH\
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-HDQ7HOOR
-HDQ7HOORµVWHQXUHZLWK<RXWKDQG*RYHUQPHQWVWDUWHGZKHQVKHZDVDVWXGHQWDW
0RUJDQ3DUN+LJK6FKRROLQ6KHSDUWLFLSDWHGLQZKDWZDVNQRZQDVWKH8QLYHUVLW\RI
*RRG *RYHUQPHQW 8**  WKURXJK KHU <0&$ DQG ZHQW WR 6SULQJILHOG +HU ELOO SDVVHG EXW
ZDVYHWRHGE\WKH<RXWK*RYHUQRU6KHFRQVLGHUHGWKDWDQHDUO\OHVVRQLQSROLWLFV
$IWHU JUDGXDWLQJ IURP WKH 8QLYHUVLW\ RI ,OOLQRLV VKH VWDUWHG WHDFKLQJ $PHULFDQ
+LVWRU\DQG$PHULFDQ*RYHUQPHQWDW$PRV$ORQ]R6WDJJ+LJK6FKRROLQDQGIRXQGHG
WKH<RXWKDQG*RYHUQPHQWSURJUDPWKDWVDPH\HDUVWDUWLQJZLWKQLQHVWXGHQWV+HUOHJDF\
FRQWLQXHV WRGD\ DV 6WDJJ LV RQH RI RXU ODUJHVW GHOHJDWLRQV ZLWK RYHU  VWXGHQWV $Q
RXWVSRNHQ DGYRFDWH WKDW GHPRFUDF\ PXVW EH OHDUQHG E\ HDFK JHQHUDWLRQ DQG WKDW
FLWL]HQVKLS LV D SDUWLFLSDWRU\ DFWLYLW\ -HDQ DFWLYHO\ UHFUXLWHG VWXGHQWV WR WKH SURJUDP
HQFRXUDJLQJ WKHP WR ORRN IRU UHDO DQVZHUV WR UHDO SUREOHPV ZKHQ GHYHORSLQJ OHJLVODWLRQ
DQGSUHSDULQJIRUGHEDWHLQFKDPEHUV:KHQWKHVWDWHZLGHSURJUDPDGGHGRUH[SDQGHG
SURJUDPDUHDVRYHUKHUWLPHOHDGLQJ6WDJJ VSURJUDP-HDQFRUUHVSRQGLQJO\H[SDQGHGWKH
RSSRUWXQLWLHV IRU VWXGHQWV DW WKH GHOHJDWLRQ OHYHO ILQGLQJ ZD\V WR JHW WKH VWXGHQWV WKH
DSSURSULDWH VXSSRUW 6KH ZDV LQVWUXPHQWDO LQ LQWURGXFLQJ WKH YLGHR SUHVV FRUSV WR WKH
SURJUDP 8QGHU KHU JXLGDQFH 6WDJJ V GHOHJDWLRQ SURGXFHG  <RXWK *RYHUQRUV  <RXWK
&KLHI-XVWLFHVDQGQXPHURXVRWKHUHOHFWHGRIILFLDOVDGPLQLVWUDWLYHRIILFLDOVDQGFRPPLWWHH
FKDLUV,Q  6WDJJ IRU WKH ILUVW WLPH LQ <RXWK DQG *RYHUQPHQW ZRQ ERWK WKH <RXWK
*RYHUQRU DQG &KLHI -XVWLFH SRVLWLRQV :KHQ -HDQ UHWLUHG DIWHU  \HDUV RI WHDFKLQJ D
FDUHHUWKDWDOVRLQFOXGHGVHUYLQJDVWKH,OOLQRLV(GXFDWLRQ$VVRFLDWLRQ9LFH3UHVLGHQWDQG
EHLQJ QDPHG ,OOLQRLV 7HDFKHU RI WKH <HDU LQ   LW ZDV VDLG WKDW VKH ´GRHV QRW
WHDFK JRYHUQPHQW VKH PRGHOV LW³ ²3ROLWLFV LV LQ P\ EORRG ,WµV LQWHUHVWLQJ DQG \RX FDQ
PDNHDGLIIHUHQFH©³
,Q DGGLWLRQ WR KHU HIIRUWV DW WKH ORFDO GHOHJDWLRQ OHYHO -HDQ DOVR VHUYHG RQ WKH
SURJUDP V %RDUG RI'LUHFWRUV EHJLQQLQJ LQ WKH HDUO\ V XQWLO  DQG ZDV &KDLU RI
WKH %RDUG RI 'LUHFWRUV IURP  +HU OHJDF\ ZLWK WKH SURJUDP FDUULHV RQ ZLWK
IRUPHUVWXGHQWVDFWLYHLQOHDGHUVKLSSRVLWLRQVLQWKHSURJUDPWRGD\
6KH VWDWHV ², KDYH QR GRXEW WKDW P\ H[SHULHQFH LQ WKH 8** SURJUDP KDG D
VLJQLILFDQWDQGODVWLQJLQIOXHQFHRQP\FDUHHUDQGOLIHDQG,DPJUDWHIXOIRUWKHRSSRUWXQLW\
7KH GLUHFW SDUWLFLSDWLRQ RI VWXGHQWV LV ZKDW LQVWLOOV D ODVWLQJ PHPRU\ DQG VSLULW ZLWKLQ
WKHP³
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(YHU\\HDU<RXWKDQG*RYHUQPHQWKRQRUVRXUDGYLVRUVERDUGPHPEHUVDQGSURJUDPYROXQWHHUVWKDWJLYH
RIWKHLUWLPHDQGWDOHQWVWRPDNH,OOLQRLV<0&$<RXWKDQG*RYHUQPHQWWKHEHVWSURJUDPIRUFLYLF
HQJDJHPHQWOHDGHUVKLSDQGOHDUQLQJGHPRFUDF\7KDQN\RXVRPXFK
<HDUV
<HDUV
0HORGHH*DUQHU
0HJDQ*RGHWWH 
0DUN/REHV
'DYLG2YHUVWUHHW
-HIIUH\3WDFHN 
-RKQQD5HGLHKV 
<HDUV
<HDUV
0DWWKHZ/LYHVD\
6WHSKDQLH3LQWD
)UHG7LHW]H
.HYLQ7XFNHU
:LOOLDP:HOVK 
3DXO:KLVOHU
<HDUV
<HDUV
6HDQ'RFKHUW\
-DPHV.ROODU
-D\5REHUWVRQ
$GDP=PXGD
\HDUV
\HDUV
6XVDQ)XKUHU
-HQQLIHU/DFURL[
$PDQGD7XFNHU
-DUHG.QDSS
<HDUV
<HDUV
7LP-RKQVRQ
&KULV.LUN
<HDUV
<HDUV
&DURO&]ZRUQLDN:H\EULJKW

$GYLVRU6HVVHU9DOLHU
$OXPQDRI$QGUHZ+LJK6FKRROIRUPHU&KLHI-XVWLFH
+HDG$GYLVRU$QGUHZ
$GYLVRU0W9HUQRQ
+HDG$GYLVRU&DUPHO&DWKROLF$OXPQXVRI/H\GHQ
$GYLVRU:KHDWRQ:DUUHQYLOOH6RXWK
$GYLVRU%UDGOH\%RXUERQQDLV
+HDG$GYLVRU.HQZRRG$FDGHP\$OXPQDRI:HVWPRQWDQGPHPEHURI'HY%RDUG
$GYLVRU:KHDWRQ:DUUHQYLOOH6RXWK
9LFH&KDLURIWKH3URJUDP%RDUG
+HDG$GYLVRU*DWHZD\5HJLRQ<PHPEHURIWKH3URJUDP%RDUG
$GYLVRU1HXTXD9DOOH\
$GYLVRU0W9HUQRQ
+HDG$GYLVRU6WHYHQVRQ
$GYLVRU/DNH3DUN
+HDG$GYLVRU6WDJJ
$GYLVRU0HWHD9DOOH\
$OXPQDRI(YDQVWRQPHPEHURI3URJUDP%RDUGDQG'HYHORSPHQW%RDUG
9LFH&KDLU%RDUGRI'LUHFWRUVDOXPQDRI*DOHVEXUJ
$OXPQXV0W9HUQRQPHPEHURIWKH%RDUGRI'LUHFWRUV
+HDG$GYLVRU1DSHUYLOOH1RUWKIRUPHUPHPEHU%RDUGRI'LUHFWRUV
$OXPQXV0W9HUQRQPHPEHU%RDUGRI'LUHFWRUV
)RUPHU+HDG$GYLVRU6WDJJPHPEHURIWKH'HYHORSPHQW%RDUG
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&RQGXFW
,OOLQRLV <0&$ <RXWK DQG *RYHUQPHQW LV SULYLOHJHG WR EH DEOH WR XVH WKH &KDPEHUV DQG
&DSLWRO &RPSOH[ IRU RXU $VVHPEO\ ,W LV RI WKH XWPRVW LPSRUWDQFH WR UHVSHFW WKH VWDII
IDFLOLWLHVDGYLVRUVDQGRWKHUSDUWLFLSDQWVZKLOHLQ6SULQJILHOG(YHU\RQHLVDFFRXQWDEOHIRU
WKHLU RZQ DFWLRQV UHPHPEHU WKRVH DFWLRQV UHIOHFW RQ QRW MXVW WKH LQGLYLGXDO EXW WKH
GHOHJDWLRQDQGWKHSURJUDPDVDZKROH(DFKRIRXUSDUWLFLSDQWVVLJQHGD&RGHRI&RQGXFW
DQGLVKHOGDFFRXQWDEOHWRWKDW&RGH
5XOHVIRUWKH,OOLQRLV<0&$<RXWKDQG*RYHUQPHQW$VVHPEO\
 )HGHUDO6WDWH&RXQW\DQG&LW\ODZVPXVWEHREVHUYHG
 3DUWLFLSDQWV DGXOWVFROOHJHVWDIIDQGVWXGHQWV PXVWDWWHQGDOOPHHWLQJVIXQFWLRQV
DQGRUDFWLYLWLHV LQFOXGLQJ6DWXUGD\HYHQLQJ DQGSHUIRUPDOOGXWLHVUHTXLUHG
 $OORIWKHIDFLOLWLHVZKLFKWKH,OOLQRLV<0&$<RXWKDQG*RYHUQPHQWSDUWLFLSDQWVDUH
XVLQJ DUH XQLTXH RIWHQ KLVWRULFDO DQG LQ PRVW FDVHV DUH QRW RSHQ WR WKH JHQHUDO
SXEOLFRURWKHURUJDQL]DWLRQVVHUYLQJODUJHJURXSVRIKLJKVFKRROVWXGHQWV
 <RXWKDQG*RYHUQPHQWEDGJHVPXVWEHGLVSOD\HGDWDOOWLPHVZKHQHYHUVWXGHQWVDUH
RXWVLGHWKHLUKRWHOURRPV)DLOXUHWRZHDUWKHEDGJHZLOOPHDQORVVRISDUWLFLSDWLRQ
 7KH XWPRVW UHVSHFW PXVW EH DFFRUGHG WR DOO KRWHO DQG VWDWH HPSOR\HHV
)XUWKHU KRWHO JXHVWV FDSLWRO DUHD YLVLWRUV DQGRU WRXU JURXSV PXVW EH
VLPLODUO\DIIRUGHGWKHVDPHFRXUWHV\DQGUHVSHFW
 6WXGHQWVDUHQRWSHUPLWWHGWRVPRNHDQ\WLPHGXULQJWKHZHHNHQG7KLVLQFOXGHVDOO
WLPH VSHQW LQ 6SULQJILHOG DV ZHOO DV WUDYHOLQJ WR DQG IURP 6SULQJILHOG  $GXOWV DQG
&ROOHJH6WDIIPD\QRWVPRNHDWDQ\VFKHGXOHGPHHWLQJIXQFWLRQRUHYHQWRQVKXWWOH
EXVHV LQVLGH DQ\ VWDWHRZQHG IDFLOLW\ LQ QRQVPRNLQJ KRWHO URRPV QRU LQ WKH
SUHVHQFHRIDQ\VWXGHQW
 8VHRUSRVVHVVLRQRILOOLFLWGUXJVRUZHDSRQVLVQRWSHUPLWWHG7KHXVHRIDOFRKROLF
EHYHUDJHVLVEDQQHGIRUDOOVWXGHQWVDQG&ROOHJH6WDII
 1RIRRGRUGULQNLVSHUPLWWHGDWWKHKRWHOGXULQJDQ\FRPPLWWHHPHHWLQJWUDLQLQJ
RURSHQLQJVHVVLRQ,QDGGLWLRQQRIRRGRUGULQNLVSHUPLWWHGLQDQ\VWDWHRZQHG
IDFLOLW\H[FHSWIRUWKHFDIHWHULDLQWKHORZHUOHYHORIWKH6WUDWWRQ%XLOGLQJ
 &KHZLQJ JXP LV QRW SHUPLWWHG DW WKH KRWHOV GXULQJ VFKHGXOHG PHHWLQJV RQ WKH
VKXWWOH EXVHV RU DQ\ZKHUH LQVLGH VWDWHRZQHG IDFLOLWLHV H[FHSW IRU WKH 6WUDWWRQ
FDIHWHULD $WDQ\WLPHZKHQJXPFKHZLQJLVSHUPLWWHGSURSHUGLVSRVDOLVUHTXLUHG
 3OHDVH REVHUYH FXUIHZ DQG DGKHUH WR DOO RWKHU SULQWHG WLPHV DV VWDWHG LQ WKH
6FKHGXOHRUFRPPXQLFDWHGE\<RXWKDQG*RYHUQPHQWDXWKRULWLHV
 6WXGHQWV ZKR YLVLW WKH URRP RI RU DUH YLVLWHG LQ D URRP E\ D PHPEHU RI WKH
RSSRVLWH JHQGHU SURYLGHG WKLV KDV QRW EHHQ H[FOXGHG E\ \RXU DGYLVRU  ZLOO DW DOO
WLPHV FRQGXFW WKHPVHOYHV LQ D SRVLWLYH UHVSHFWIXO PDQQHU  &ROOHJH 6WDII PHPEHUV
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DUHQRWSHUPLWWHGWRHQWHUDVWXGHQWµVURRPQRUDUHVWXGHQWVSHUPLWWHGLQD&ROOHJH
6WDIIURRP$GGLWLRQDOO\QRRQHLVSHUPLWWHGWRHQWHUDQRQ<RXWKDQG*RYHUQPHQW
KRWHOURRP
5XOHVIRUWKH&DSLWRO&RPSOH[
 $OOSDUWLFLSDQWVZLOOEHVXEMHFWWRVHDUFKDQGPXVWSDVVWKURXJKPHWDOGHWHFWRUV
EHIRUH HQWHULQJ PRVW VWDWHRZQHG IDFLOLWLHV  3DUWLFLSDQWV DUH VWURQJO\ HQFRXUDJHG
QRW WR EULQJ EDFNSDFNV RU EULHIFDVHV  3DUWLFLSDQWV VKRXOG DOVR EH SUHSDUHG WR
SURYLGH SKRWR LGHQWLILFDWLRQ LQ DGGLWLRQ WR ZHDULQJ WKHLU <RXWK DQG *RYHUQPHQW
EDGJHVDQGVLJQLQDQGRXWRIVWDWHRZQHGIDFLOLWLHV&RPSOLDQFHLVPDQGDWRU\DQG
HYHU\RQHµV DWWLWXGH PXVW EH UHVSHFWIXO DQG FRXUWHRXV
FRXUWHRXV  )DLOXUH ZLOO OLNHO\ PHDQ
VXVSHQVLRQIURPWKHSURJUDPDQGSURVHFXWLRQ
 3DUWLFLSDQWV DUH SHUPLWWHG LQ RQO\ WKRVH DUHDV IRU ZKLFK DSSURYDO KDV EHHQ
JUDQWHGWR,OOLQRLV<0&$<RXWKDQG*RYHUQPHQW7KLVPHDQVGLUHFWDFFHVVRQO\WR
FRPPLWWHHV FRXUWV OHJLVODWLYH FKDPEHUV JDOOHULHV URRPV GHVLJQDWHG DV SURJUDP
KHDGTXDUWHUV DQG UHVWURRPV RII PDMRU KDOOZD\V  $OO RWKHU VLGH KDOOZD\V RIILFHV
PHHWLQJURRPVDQGUHVWURRPVDUHRIIOLPLWVLQFOXGLQJWKRVHUHVWURRPVGLUHFWO\RII
WKHFKDPEHU,QDGGLWLRQDWWKH&DSLWROQRRQHPD\JRDERYHWKHIRXUWKIORRULQ
WKHVLGHDLVOHVRIIWKHFKDPEHUVEHKLQGWKHFKDPEHUVDQGRUZDQGHULQWKHORZHU
OHYHO
'UHVV&RGH
7KH 'UHVV &RGH ZKLFK UHTXLUHV 3URIHVVLRQDO 'UHVV PXVW EH REVHUYHG DW DOO RIILFLDOO\
VFKHGXOHGVHVVLRQVE\DOOSURJUDPSDUWLFLSDQWVDQGDGYLVRUV7KHJXLGHOLQHVIRU%DQTXHW
3URIHVVLRQDO 'UHVV DUHH[DFWO\ WKH VDPH DV WKRVH IRU3URIHVVLRQDO'UHVV H[FHSW IHPDOHV
ZLOO EH DOORZHG WR ZHDU VHPLIRUPDO GUHVVHV WR WKH EDQTXHW  +RZHYHU IHPDOHV ZHDULQJ
WKHVH GUHVVHV ZLOO EH UHTXLUHG WR FKDQJH FORWKLQJ LQ RUGHU WR FRPSO\ ZLWK WKH UHJXODU
3URIHVVLRQDO'UHVVJXLGHOLQHVIRUDOOVHVVLRQVIROORZLQJWKHEDQTXHW
'LVFLSOLQDU\$FWLRQ
7KH&RGHRI&RQGXFWUXOHVDQG'UHVV&RGHDUHFRQVLGHUHGELQGLQJIRUDOOSDUWLFLSDQWV7KH
$GYLVRU V UROH LV RQH RI LPSDUWLQJ LQIRUPDWLRQ FRXQVHOLQJ HQFRXUDJLQJ VWXGHQWV DQG
PDNLQJVXUHWKDWDOOVWXGHQWVFRQIRUPWRWKHVLJQHG&RGHRI&RQGXFW,IUXOHVRIFRQGXFW
DUH YLRODWHG GLVFLSOLQDU\ PHDVXUHV ZLOO EH DGPLQLVWHUHG E\ WKH ([HFXWLYH 'LUHFWRU RU KLV
GHVLJQDWHG UHSUHVHQWDWLYH  9DULRXV GLVFLSOLQDU\ DFWLRQV PD\ LQFOXGH H[SXOVLRQ DQGRU
VXVSHQVLRQIURP<RXWKDQG*RYHUQPHQWDQGQRWLILFDWLRQRISDUHQW V ,QVRPHFDVHVORFDO
DXWKRULWLHV PD\ EH QRWLILHG ZLWK SURVHFXWLRQ SUREDEOH  ,Q FDVHV RI H[SXOVLRQ IURP WKH
SURJUDPVWXGHQWVDUHVHQWKRPHDWWKHLURZQH[SHQVH1RUHIXQGVZLOOEHJLYHQ
6WXGHQW&RPSXWHU&HQWHUV
&RPSXWHUV IRU VWXGHQW XVH DUH ORFDWHG RXWVLGH WKH *RYHUQRUµV 2IILFH RI WKH VHFRQG IORRU
&DSLWRO5RWXQGD
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7KH<RXWKDQG*RYHUQPHQWSURJUDPLVFRPSULVHGRI/HJLVODWLYH3UHVVDQG-XGLFLDOVHFWLRQV
7KHIROORZLQJLVDVKRUWRYHUYLHZRIWKHVHVHFWLRQVZKLFKSURYLGHVVRPHDGGLWLRQDOGHWDLOV
RQSURFHGXUHVDQGRUJDQL]DWLRQ
/(*,6/$7,9(
&RPPLWWHH$VVLJQPHQWV
%RWKWKH6HQDWHDQG+RXVH6SRQVRUVDUHDVVLJQHGWRWKHVDPHFRPPLWWHHEDVHGXSRQWKH
RULJLQRIWKHLUELOO7KH&R6SRQVRUVDUHUDQGRPO\DVVLJQHGWRRWKHUFRPPLWWHHV7KH&R
6SRQVRUV DUH SXUSRVHO\ QRW DVVLJQHG WR WKH VDPH FRPPLWWHH ZKHUH WKHLU %LOO RULJLQDWHV
,QGLYLGXDOVµ&RPPLWWHHDVVLJQPHQWVDUHLQGLFDWHGRQWKH'HOHJDWLRQ5RVWHULQWKHFROXPQ
WLWOHG²&RPPLWWHH³7RVHHWKHFRPPLWWHHZKHUHWKH%LOOLVORFDWHGSOHDVHVHHWKHVHFWLRQ
WLWOHG²&RPPLWWHH$VVLJQPHQWV³$OOELOOVDUHVSUHDGDFURVVWKH6HQDWHVDQG+RXVHV
%OXH*UD\2UDQJH
&RPPLWWHH6HVVLRQV
&RPPLWWHHV DUH H[WUHPHO\ LPSRUWDQW  7KH &RPPLWWHH PXVW DSSURYH OHJLVODWLRQ EHIRUH LW
FDQEHDFWHGXSRQE\HLWKHUKRXVH,QWKHLQWHUHVWRIWLPHWKHUHDUHFRPELQHG+RXVHDQG
6HQDWH &RPPLWWHHV  3OHDVH EH DGYLVHG WKDW DOO /HJLVODWRUV PXVW DWWHQG DOO &RPPLWWHH
VHVVLRQV
$PHQGPHQWV
$OO DPHQGPHQWV WR ELOOV HLWKHU LQ FRPPLWWHH RU RQ WKH IORRU PXVW EH PDGH RQ WKH SURSHU
DPHQGPHQW IRUPV LQ GXSOLFDWH   $OO 3UHVLGLQJ 2IILFHUV DQG &RPPLWWHH &KDLUSHUVRQV ZLOO
KDYH IRUPV DYDLODEOH RU DGGLWLRQDO FRSLHV FDQ EH IRXQG DW WKH %LOO )ORZ 'HVN  ,I WKHUH LV
PRUH WKDQ RQH DPHQGPHQW WKDW V RWKHU WKDQ D W\SRJUDSKLFDO HUURU FRUUHFWLRQ  RU LI DQ\
JLYHQ DPHQGPHQW H[FHHGV ILYH W\SHG OLQHV WKH ELOO PXVW EH UHW\SHG DQG FRSLHG E\ LWV
VSRQVRUV&RS\LQJDQGW\SLQJZLOOEHDWWKHH[SHQVHRIWKHELOOJURXS
3DVVDJHRI%LOOV
:KHQ D ELOO KDV EHHQ SDVVHG E\ ERWK +RXVH DQG 6HQDWH LQ WKH H[DFW VDPH IRUP WKH ODVW
KRXVHWRDSSURYHLWZLOOLPPHGLDWHO\VHQGWKHELOOWRWKH%LOO)ORZ'HVNDQGIURPWKHUHWR
WKH <RXWK *RYHUQRU  7KH <RXWK *RYHUQRU ZLOO WKHQ VWXG\ WKH ELOO LQ LWV ILQDO IRUP  7KH
*RYHUQRU PD\ WKHQ HLWKHU  VLJQ WKH ELOO YHWR WKH OHJLVODWLRQ ZKLFK ZRXOG UHTXLUH D 
YRWH LQ ERWK FKDPEHUV WR RYHUULGH  RU XVH KLV $PHQGDWRU\ 9HWR SULYLOHJHV ZKLFK ZRXOG
UHTXLUHDPDMRULW\YRWHLQERWKFKDPEHUVEHIRUHEHFRPLQJDODZ
/REE\LVWV
/REE\LVWV PD\ WHVWLI\ LQ FRPPLWWHHV DIWHU REWDLQLQJ SHUPLVVLRQ IURP WKH &RPPLWWHH
&KDLUSHUVRQ/REE\LVWVGRQRWYRWHLQFRPPLWWHHQRUDUHWKH\DOORZHGRQWKHIORRURIWKH
FKDPEHUV  'XULQJ WKH HQWLUH $VVHPEO\ ZHHNHQG /REE\LVWV ZLOO VHHN RXW OHJLVODWRUV DQG
WKHLUHOHFWHG\RXWKRIILFHUVDVZHOODVWKHPHGLDLQRUGHUWRIXUWKHUWKHLUSDUWLFXODUFDXVHV
/REE\LVWVµ&RPPLWWHHDVVLJQPHQWVDUHLQGLFDWHGLQWKH'HOHJDWH5RVWHULQWKHFROXPQWLWOHG
²&RPPLWWHH³ ZKLFK LV DOVR WKH FRPPLWWHH WR ZKLFK WKHLU ELOO LV DVVLJQHG )RU IXUWKHU
UHIHUHQFH VHH WKH &RPPLWWHH $VVLJQPHQWV SDJH  /REE\LVWVµ 3RVLWLRQ 3DSHUV DUH ORFDWHG
DIWHU WKH ELOO ZLWK ZKLFK WKH\ DUH DOLJQHG $OVR SOHDVH VHH ²/REE\LVWVµ 5HVROXWLRQV DQG
6SHFLDO&RPPLWWHH%LOOV5XOHV³
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/HJLVODWLYH$VVLVWDQWV
/HJLVODWLYH$VVLVWDQWV
/HJLVODWLYH $VVLVWDQWV VHUYH DV (OHFWLRQ 2IILFLDOV &OHUNV RI WKH +RXVH 6HFUHWDULHV RI WKH
6HQDWH6HUJHDQWV$W$UPVIRUWKH+RXVHDQG6HQDWHDQG%LOO)ORZ&OHUNV$OO/HJLVODWLYH
$VVLVWDQWVZLOODOVRSDUWLFLSDWHLQWKH6WDWH,VVXHV)RUXPRQ6DWXUGD\DQG6XQGD\
35(66
7KH 1HZVSDSHU DQG 9LGHR 3UHVV ZLOO SURYLGH GLJLWDO DQG WHOHYLVHG FRYHUDJH RI $VVHPEO\
HYHQWV  7KH\ DUH SHUPLWWHG WR DWWHQG DOO PHHWLQJV DQG REVHUYH IURP WKH JDOOHU\ LQ HDFK
FKDPEHU3UHVV&RUSVPHPEHUVDUHQRWDOORZHGRQWKHIORRURIWKHFKDPEHUV
-8',&,$/
<RXWKDWWRUQH\VKDYHEHHQZRUNLQJRQWZRGLIIHUHQWFULPLQDOFDVHV 3HRSOHRIWKH6WDWHRI
,OOLQRLV YV 0DUFXV )RUPDQ DQG 3HRSOH RI WKH 6WDWH RI ,OOLQRLV YV $OEHUW -RUGDQ  7KH
DSSHDOV ZLOO EH DUJXHG RQ 6DWXUGD\ LQ FRXUWURRPV LQ WKH &DSLWRO &RPSOH[  7KH -XGLFLDO
3URJUDPFRRUGLQDWRUVDQGSDUWLFLSDQWVLQYLWHHYHU\RQHWRVHHWKH\RXWKDWWRUQH\VDVWKH\
PDNHWKHLUDUJXPHQWVEHIRUH6XSUHPH&RXUWVFRPSULVHGRI<RXWK-XVWLFHV3OHDVHUHIHUWR
WKHEDFNRIWKLVELOOERRNIRUGHVFULSWLRQVRIWKHFDVHVDQGWKH&RXUW'RFNHW
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/REE\LVWV¶5HVROXWLRQVDQG6SHFLDO&RPPLWWHH%LOOV5XOHV
/REE\LVWV ZLOO KDYH WKH RSSRUWXQLW\ WR ZULWH HLWKHU 5HVROXWLRQV RU %LOOV ILQG &RPPLWWHH
&KDLUSHUVRQVWRVSRQVRUWKH5HVROXWLRQ%LOODQGVXEPLWWKH5HVROXWLRQ%LOOWRWKH6SHFLDO&RPPLWWHH
WREHSULRULWL]HG
6RPH/REE\LVWVPD\FRPHWR6SULQJILHOGZLWKD5HVROXWLRQRU%LOODOUHDG\ZULWWHQ2WKHUVPD\IRUP
FRDOLWLRQVDQGZULWHWKHLU5HVROXWLRQVRU%LOOVZKLOHLQ6SULQJILHOG
1R/REE\LVWLVUHTXLUHGWRZULWHRQHEXWWKRVHZKRZLVKWRGRVRPXVWSUHSDUHSURSHUO\ZULWWHQ
5HVROXWLRQV RU %LOOV LQ WKH IRUP UHTXLUHG RI /HJLVODWRUV  3OHDVH QRWH WKH JXLGHOLQHV IRU 6SHFLDO
&RPPLWWHH%LOOV
•

•
•
•
•
•

2QDOO6SHFLDO&RPPLWWHH%LOOVWKH/REE\LVWVKRXOGLGHQWLI\KLPVHOIKHUVHOIDVWKHDXWKRUE\
DGGLQJ D OLQH ZKLFK VWDWHV ²$W WKH 5HTXHVW RI BBBBBBBBB³ ZLWK WKH /REE\LVWµV QDPH LQ WKH
EODQN7KLVOLQHVKRXOGDSSHDUGLUHFWO\XQGHUWKH6SRQVRUVµQDPHV
1R%LOOPD\EHSUHVHQWHGDVRULJLQDOO\FRQVLGHUHG LQFOXGLQJDPHQGPHQWV GXULQJWKHFXUUHQW
\HDULQDQ\RIWKH/HJLVODWXUHV,WPXVWKDYHXQGHUJRQHVXEVWDQWLDOFKDQJH
,I D %LOO WKDW IDLOHG LQ DQ\ /HJLVODWXUH LV LQWURGXFHG WR WKH 6SHFLDO &RPPLWWHH LW PXVW EH
DFFRPSDQLHGE\D%LOO%ULHIWKDWGHWDLOVZK\LWGLGQRWSDVVDQGKRZLWKDVEHHQFKDQJHG
7KH /W *RYHUQRU ZLOO EH JLYHQ SRZHU WR GHFLGH DQG UHSRUW WR WKH 6SHFLDO &RPPLWWHH LI
VXEVWDQWLDOFKDQJHLQWKH%LOOKDVEHHQPDGH
 RI WKH 6SHFLDO &RPPLWWHH PHPEHUV SUHVHQW PD\ RYHUWXUQ WKH GHFLVLRQ RI WKH /W
*RYHUQRU
(QWLUHO\QHZOHJLVODWLRQLVSUHIHUDEOHWRUHZRUNHGOHJLVODWLRQ

7KH 5HVROXWLRQ RU %LOO LV WKHQ VXEPLWWHG WR WKH 6SHFLDO &RPPLWWHH IRU SULRULWL]DWLRQ  7KHUH DUH
DFWXDOO\ WKUHH 6SHFLDO &RPPLWWHHV  2UDQJH %OXH DQG *UD\ FKDLUHG E\ WKH /W  *RYHUQRU DQG
FRPSRVHGRIWKH&RPPLWWHH&KDLUSHUVRQVRIWKDWFRORU2QHPHHWLQJRIWKH6SHFLDO&RPPLWWHHVLV
VFKHGXOHG7KHVHFRPPLWWHHVZLOOPHHWRQ6DWXUGD\DIWHUQRRQIRUWKHSXUSRVHRIFRQVLGHULQJWKH
OHJLVODWLRQSUHSDUHGE\WKH/REE\LVWVDQGVSRQVRUHGE\&RPPLWWHH&KDLUSHUVRQV1ROHVVWKDQ
PLQXWHV VKDOO EH GHYRWHG WR GHEDWH RQ HDFK 6SHFLDO &RPPLWWHH %LOO  1RWH WKDW WKH &RPPLWWHH
&KDLUSHUVRQ VSRQVRULQJ WKH 5HVROXWLRQ RU %LOO DQG QRW WKH /REE\LVW ZKR DXWKRUHG WKH %LOO PXVW
LQWURGXFH WKH %LOO WR WKH FRPPLWWHH  $ FRPPLWWHH YRWH RI '2 3$66 LV UHTXLUHG LQ RUGHU IRU D
5HVROXWLRQRU%LOOWREHLQWURGXFHGLQDQ\FKDPEHU$WWKDWSRLQWWKH5HVROXWLRQV%LOOVDUHSODFHG
RQWKHGRFNHWWKURXJKWKH%LOO)ORZ'HVNZLWKWKHGRFNHWRUGHUEHLQJ+RXVH%LOO6HQDWH%LOO6SHFLDO
&RPPLWWHH%LOOHWF
$V PDQ\ RI WKHVH %LOOV DV WLPH SHUPLWV ZULWWHQ E\ /REE\LVWV ZLOO EH FRQVLGHUHG E\ WKH 6SHFLDO
&RPPLWWHHVRQ6DWXUGD\
/REE\LVWV VKRXOG FKHFN WKH 6FKHGXOH %RRNV IRU WKH 6DWXUGD\ DIWHUQRRQ GHDGOLQH IRU VXEPLWWLQJ
OHJLVODWLRQWRWKH6SHFLDO&RPPLWWHHV7KH5HVROXWLRQV%LOOVDUHDFWXDOO\VXEPLWWHGILUVWWRWKH/W
*RYHUQRUZKRVFUHHQVWKHZRUNIRUHUURUVHWFDQGWKHQVXEPLWVWKHZRUNWRWKH6HFUHWDU\RI6WDWH
IRUQXPEHULQJ
1RWH/HJLVODWRUV ZLWKWKH&RPPLWWHH&KDLUSHUVRQVDV6SRQVRUV PD\LQWURGXFHRQO\5HVROXWLRQV
WRWKH6SHFLDO&RPPLWWHHVXVLQJWKHVDPHSURFHGXUHDV/REE\LVWV
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%/8(/(*,6/$785(
&200,77(($66,*10(176
%/8(
&RPPLWWHH&KDLU5HS$O\VVD5DGDNRYLFK
+%6SHFLDO'LVWULFWV
+%&ROOHJH7XLWLRQ
+%7HUP/LPLWV
+%)RRG,QVSHFWLRQ
6%6FLHQFH&XUULFXOXP
6%6FKRROVDQG&ODVV6L]H
6%,QFRPH7D[
6%)XQGUDLVLQJIRUWKHKRPHOHVV
6%3UHVFULSWLRQ'UXJV
%/8(
&RPPLWWHH&KDLU6HQ-DUURG.QDSSHU
+%*UDGLQJ3ROLFLHV
+%$VVHPEO\3D\
+%3XEOLF'HIHQGHUV
+%3K\VLFDOHGXFDWLRQ
6%*XLGDQFH&RXQVHORUV
6%6FKRRO6WDUW7LPH
6%+HDOWK
6%6WLSHQGVIRU&ROOHJH$WKOHWHV
+%
%/8(
&RPPLWWHH&KDLU5HS3DXOLQD*U]\ERZLF]
+%6H[(GXFDWLRQ
+%'HDWK3HQDOW\
+%'ULYLQJ$JH
+%0HQWDO+HDOWKRI6WXGHQWV
6%+DWH&ULPHV
6%'ULYHUV(GXFDWLRQ
6%0HGLFDO3ULFLQJ
6%$QWL&RUUXSWLRQ
6%3ULFLQJ
%/8(
&RPPLWWHH&KDLU5HS1DWKDQ%ODQFKHWWH
+%6WHP&HOO5HVHDUFK
+%$OFRKROGLVWULEXWRUV
+%6H[XDO$VVDXOW
+%3RO\JUDSKWHVWLQFULPLQDOWHVWLPRQ\
6%0DULMXDQD
6%+HDOWKDQGVDIHW\LQVFKRROV
6%,QGXVWULDO:DVWH
6%0DVFRWV

%/8(
&RPPLWWHH&KDLU5HS(OL]DEHWK.RUEXW
+%3URSRUWLRQDO(FRQRPLFV
+%(GXFDWLRQ
+%,OOLQRLV6XEVWDQFHV$FW
+%&RPSXWHU&ODVV
6%$OFRKRO,PPXQLW\
6%0HGLFDO(TXLSPHQW
6%5LJKWWR:RUN
6%2Q\FKHFWRP\RIFDWV
%/8(
&RPPLWWHH&KDLU6HQ6HMDO3DUPDU
+%8QFODLPHG/RWWHU\6FKRODUVKLSV
+%$QLPDO&UXHOW\
+%7R\*XQV
+%&HOO3KRQH
+%7HUP/LPLWV
6%(PLQHQW'RPDLQ
6%6FKRRO6WDUW7LPH
6%0DQGDWRU\3(
6%7D[RQ3ODVWLF%DJV
%/8(
&RPPLWWHH&KDLU5HS5\DQ0LOOHU
+%8SGDWLQJWH[WERRNV
+%(PHUJHQF\6HUYLFHV
+%&KDUWHU6FKRROV
+%6DIH6SDFHV
+%8QGHUDJH'ULQNLQJ
6%%DQN+ROLGD\V
6%3UHJQDQW:RPHQ3DUNLQJ
6%$ERUWLRQ
6%5DLOURDG&URVVLQJV
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*5$</(*,6/$785(
&200,77(($66,*10(176
*5$<
&RPPLWWHH&KDLU V 
5HS2OXQLIH$NLQPROD\DQ5HS/DXU\Q:LOOLV
+*'LVSRVDORI,QGXVWULDO:DVWH
+*1XWULWLRQ/DEHOVRQ$OFRKROLF%HYHUDJHV
+*5HF\FOLQJ
+*6LOHQFHUV
6*7D[&UHGLW&ROOHJH
6*3ROLFH:HDSRQV
6*3UHVFULSWLRQ5HVWULFWLRQ$FW
6*0HQWDO+HDOWK
*5$<
&RPPLWWHH&KDLU V 
5HS+DOH\0LHU]HMHZVNL6HQ7RUHDQ0RRUH
+*&RPSHQVDWLRQRI/HJLVODWRUV
+*)HORQV5LJKWWR9RWH
+*9HKLFOH&RGH
+*(QHUJ\5HJXODWLRQV
6*2UJDQ'RQDWLRQV
6*0HGLDWLRQ
6*'ULYLQJ,QVWUXFWLRQ3HUPLW
6*(GXFDWLRQ
*5$<
&RPPLWWHH&KDLU5HS%LDQFD'XUDQ
+*1RQYLROHQWGUXJRIIHQVHV
+*0DQGDWRU\0LQLPXP6HQWHQFHV
+*6DOHV7D[
+**RYHUQPHQW6HUYLFHV
6*3UH$ERUWLRQ7LPH3HULRG
6*0HQWDOKHDOWKUHSUHVHQWDWLYHV
6*3K\VLFDO(GXFDWLRQ
6*
*5$<
&RPPLWWHH&KDLU6HQ1DHO=XEHUL
+*6WHP&HOO5HVHDUFK
+*0DULMXDQD3RVVHVVLRQ
+*)LUHDUP5HJXODWLRQV
+*)2,'&DUG$FW
6*3KDUPDFHXWLFDO3ULFLQJ
6*'LVFULPLQDWLRQ
6*'HDWKSHQDOW\
6*(FRORJ\






*5$<
&RPPLWWHH&KDLU5HS/DXUD7URZEULGJH
+**RYHUQRU9HWR
+*7KHUDS\3HWV
+*(QHUJ\(IILFLHQW+RPPHV
6*'8,
6*3XEOLF:LIL
6*+LJK6FKRRO&RGHRI&RQGXFW
6*:RUNPHQ V&RPSHQVDWLRQ
*5$<
&RPPLWWHH&KDLU5HS+DOH\:RRWHQ
+*6HQLRU'ULYLQJ5HJXODWLRQV
+**UDGXDWLRQ
+*3XEOLF6FKRRO)XQGLQJ
6*6PRNLQJLQFDUVZLWKFKLOGUHQ
6*6RFLDO0HGLD+DUDVVPHQW
6*3RVVHVVLRQRI&DQQDELV
6*(OHFWRUDO&ROOHJH5HIRUP
*5$<
&RPPLWWHH&KDLU5HS&XUWLV&LUFHOOL
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6*7UDLOHU+DWFK(VFDSHV
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+2&RXUVHVLQ3(
+26RODU(QHUJ\
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62+399DFFLQDWLRQV
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62+RPHVFKRROLQJ
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&RPPLWWHH&KDLU5HS/L]]\3RZHUV
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+23ROLFH2YHUVLJKW
62/DZ(QIRUFHPHQW)LUHDUP3URWRFROV
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H-B-01
STATE OF ILLINOIS
Sixty-Eighth Session
Illinois Youth Legislature

Introduced by:

Referred to Committee: Blue 1

Senate Sponsor:

Nathan Ashta

House Sponsor:

Utkarsh Awasthi

Co-Sponsors:

Michelle Liu, Archit Dhar

Delegation:

Neuqua Valley High School
A BILL

For an Act Amending, of the Illinois Constitution, relating to Special Districts.
BE IT ENACTED BY THE YMCA YOUTH LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ILLINOIS.
1
2

Section I. This bill mandates that all special districts no longer act independently and are
now consolidated under the jurisdiction of their respective counties by their services.

3
4
5
6
7
8
9

Section II. Special districts which were previously separate jurisdictions are consolidated
down to the county government. This bill in effect removes all special districts and
recreates them under the county government, eliminating the special districts as a separate
governmental organization. These newly created special districts are now considered
specific departments of the county government. These departments have officials that are
either elected or appointed by the county board. These departments maintain the same
power the special districts once held under the name of the county.

10
11
12
13
14
15

Section III. The county now has the power to levy taxes that were once previously levied by
the special district. The upper limit of the tax percentage that can be levied by the county
government is now 25 percent of the property taxes levied upon a community in that
county. Each respective county will have the authority to enforce this bill; violations will
also be handled by the county. Each county board has the authority to distribute the money
received by taxes to each department. This bill will not require funding.

16
17

Section IV. Currently existing “Airport Authority” districts, “Fire Protection” districts, and
“Police Protection” districts will not be affected by this bill.

18
19

Section V. This Bill shall go into effect on January 1, 2018 upon the signature of the Youth
Governor of the State of Illinois.

Blue - 2

H-B-01
LOBBYIST POSITION PAPER
Lobbyist Name:

Kevin Sciackitano

Delegation:

Neuqua Valley High School

Aligned with Preliminary Bill #:

5,ë

I encourage the YMCA Youth Legislature to pass a bill through the Illinois legislature that
consolidates independent governing bodies known as “special districts” into existing local
governments.
The citizens of Illinois are trapped inside a messily constructed conglomerate of municipalities,
county governments, and state regulations. Illinois already has the most local governments of any
state in the union, and one type of independent government is exacerbating the problem of
RYHUëJRYHUQLQJ and presenting dangerous risks to democratic principles along the way. The
VRëFDOOHG ²VSHFLDO GLVWULFW³ is a type of local government that controls a specific service to the
FRPPXQLW\ ë and taxes the surrounding area to fund themselves. A typical special district would
have a single, specific job. Tasks such as maintaining the water service, running a local park system,
or caring for a cemetery are common for special districts.
They seem harmless enough, but Illinois contains over 3,000 of these special districts! The Illinois
Commission on Intergovernmental Cooperation has admitted the state government has no clear
idea of how these offices are running or even how many there are in the state. There are essentially
thousands of unregulated groups taxing the populace with no accountability. Most of the
chairpersons of special districts are not elected, and some even are chosen by SULYDWHHQWLWLHVënot
the people or their elected representatives. The realization that there are unelected officials taxing
you should be a frightening one. Even if VSHFLDO GLVWULFWV EHFRPH ZHOOëUHJXODWHG WKHUH is still the
problem of an overcomplicated system that burdens the taxpayer with confusing responsibilities.
Taxes are already an overwhelming task for most people, and special districts just add to the
bewilderment.
The Illinois Legislature should make our government more transparent and accountable, and simplify
the tax code for our citizens by enacting 5,ë5,ëwould absorb these special districts into their
respective elected county governments, making government smaller, streamlined, and more
democratic.
Summary: I will support any legislation that regulates and consolidates special districts to provide
efficiency and honesty to local government.
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STATE OF ILLINOIS
Sixty-Eighth Session
Illinois Youth Legislature

Introduced by:

Referred to Committee: Blue 1

Senate Sponsor:

Jack Slade

House Sponsor:

Jacob Matson

Co-Sponsors:

Aaron Sabal, Jack O’Brien

Delegation:

Lake Park
A BILL

For an Act Amending Chapter 110, Section 805, Article VI of the Illinois Compiled Statutes,
relating to no cost Junior College education.
BE IT ENACTED BY THE YMCA YOUTH LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ILLINOIS.

1
2
3
4

Section I. Under this law, in state two year college will be free of tuition for residents of the
state who have lived in the state borders for at least 12 consecutive months prior to
applying, filed Illinois income taxes for the previous year and make $65,000 or less
annually.

5
6
7
8
9
10
11

Section II. Students are subject to the loss of their free tuition. If they do not maintain a
GPA of at least a 3.0 while attending they will be forced to drop out or pay full tuition. If a
student attending commits any misdemeanors they will lose their tuition. Students are
expected to get an education and better themselves. To ensure that students maintain the
requirements for the tuition waiver, a college counselor at the student’s junior college will
enforce the academic requirements. To ensure that the junior colleges are participating in
the program, a task force from the Board of Education will be created.

12
13
14
15
16
17

Section III. A three percent increase in property tax will be installed across all economic
brackets. All two point four million dollars of this will go into a trust along with five percent
from the Illinois lottery which would be around one-hundred million. Also, there will be a
ten percent tax on all revenue from public four year universities. The trust cannot be
touched or used for any other purpose but the payment of the junior college tuition. Private
donations will be accepted and put in this trust.

18
19

Section IV. This Bill shall go into effect on January 1st, 2018 upon the signature of the
Youth Governor of the State of Illinois.
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LOBBYIST POSITION PAPER

Lobbyist Name:

Alex Huang

Delegation:

Lake Park High School

Aligned with Preliminary Bill #: RI-26

I encourage the YMCA Youth Legislature to pass a bill that advocates for obtainable higher education.
Everyone has a right to an education. In the modern world, however, college tuitions have been steadily
rising. There are brilliant minds that are severely restricted by economic disadvantages. Even though this
bill will initially raise taxes, the long term benefits will increase the standard of living. Student loans
currently prevent many of the enrolled populous and graduates from entering the elite workforce. No
cost two-year colleges will also decrease the risks of reduced chances of home ownership, marriage, and
accumulation of wealth that comes with student loans.
While there are no American states with tuition-free junior college legislation, countries such as Finland,
Denmark, Ireland, Iceland, Norway, and Germany have tuition-free educational establishments. According
to an article by CNN Money, American born Chelsea Workman, Hunter Newsome, and Hannah Remo all
enrolled into free European colleges in order to save large sums of money. Chelsea Workman, for
example, paid an initial tuition of $440 per year (before Germany made tuition free) compared to the
American costs provided by Collegedata of $32,405 for private colleges, $23,893 for out-of-state
colleges, and $9,410 for in-state colleges. Obviously, this data is for four-year college but the idea of
free higher education is attractive and will lead to a more educated society.
Tuition-free junior college would provide a number of benefits to society. An increase in accessible
education will allow more people to start advanced careers and therefore contribute more to the
economy. This legislation will cause a decrease in student loans which will lead to a better start of
independent life for young adults and fresh graduates without the burden of loans.
Summary: I will support all legislation that promotes accessible education.
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STATE OF ILLINOIS
Sixty-Eighth Session
Illinois Youth Legislature

Introduced by:

Referred to Committee: Blue 1

Senate Sponsor:

Sarah Herring

House Sponsor:

Victoria Villanueva

Co-Sponsors:
Delegation:

Carmel Catholic

A BILL
For an Act Amending Article IV, Section II, of the Illinois Constitution, relating to Term
Limits.
BE IT ENACTED BY THE YMCA YOUTH LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ILLINOIS.
1
2

Section I. All members of the General Assembly serving in the State of Illinois cannot hold
office for more than eight years.

3
4
5

Section II. For members of the General Assembly that have already been elected, before the
amendment passes, and have already served more than eight years, will not be able to run
office again once the session ends.

6
7

Section III. Each member will be able to hold office for eight years either consecutively or
nonconsecutively.

8

Section IV. These term limits shall be enforced by the Illinois State Board of Elections.

9
10

Section V. This Bill shall go into effect on January 1, 2018 upon the signature of the Youth
Governor of the State of Illinois.
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H-B-04
STATE OF ILLINOIS
Sixty-Eighth Session
Illinois Youth Legislature

Introduced by:

Referred to Committee: Blue 1

Senate Sponsor: Hannah Roen
House Sponsor:

Robert Finch

Co-Sponsors:

Adam Coyner, Alejandra Garcia

Delegation:

Metea Valley High School
A Bill

For an Act amending section 410 ILCS 625/0.01 of the Illinois Compiled Statutes relating to
Food inspection.
BE IT ENACTED BY THE YMCA YOUTH LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ILLINOIS.

1
2
3
4
5
6
7

Section I. The Public Health Law is to be amended as follows: 1. There will be a
system
for grading food service establishments, including temporary food service establishments,
mobile food service establishments, pushcarts that are located
within state boundaries,
privately or publically owned facilities such as theatres,
stadiums, arenas, racetracks,
museums, amusement park, other places that serve food with entertainment, concerts,
exhibits, athletic games, contests, anywhere
that has an entry fee and provides food, or
anywhere that sells food.

8
9
10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17

Section II. The state shall establish a regulatory system for grading and
determining quality for inspections. The commissioner shall establish this system in regards
to any entertainment food service establishments. This system will use alphabetical grading
letters: A, B, C, D, and F in order to signify the quality of
such establishments. With any
grades resulting under the letter C, the place of establishment will be granted a failing
grade. In order to fully qualify and
effectively regulate the system, the commissioner
shall take into account all aspects of food sanitation regulations. The fully enforced
grading system shall
attempt to ensure and reflect the sanitation and safety of the
establishment aswell as food handling and safety acts to ensure compliance and
effectiveness of state and local law.

18
19
20
21
22

Section III. The establishment shall place their grade on the front window within range of
vision of all incoming customers, either at the front of the establishment or at the area of
sale. This grade must be given by the qualified and assigned health inspector of said
establishment, as well as it must be the most recent grade assigned by the responsible
officer. This posting will be done in accordance with rules as well as regulations assigned
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H-B-04

23
24
25
26
27
28
29
30
31
32
33
34

by the commissioner. If an establishment based off of entertainment in the food industry
receives a gradelower than an “A”, the responsible inspector shall inform the person in
charge of the establishment as well as must conduct a second visit no sooner than 7 days,
but no later than 21 days after the initial inspection. In the time between the initial and
latter inspection, the original grade shall remain posted at the area of entry or sale. In
conclusion of both inspections, the party who is responsible for the grading of the
establishment will provide the owner with both the grade of the establishment, as well as
the reasoning for said grade. The establishment under inspection may appeal the grade
given by the responsible party for inspecting within the time period of 30 days. This appeal
shall be handled by the commissioner within this time period. During any pending appeal,
the establishment must maintain the posting of the grade to which they are appealing. This
system shall be enforced by the Illinois department of public health.

35
36

Section IV. The suggested time period for which regularly inspections by the Illinois
department of public health should take 39 place may be as follows:

37

(A) Establishments that were graded an A must be inspected once every year

38

(B) Establishments that were graded a B must be inspected every 9 months

39

(C) Establishments with the grade of C must be inspected every 3 months

40
41
42
43
44
45
46

An establishment that requests a subsequent inspection from the local health
officer
shall pay the department a penalty fee of up to two hundred and fifty dollars.
However,
this subdivision does not mean that a local health officer is responsible for a subsequent
inspection on the basis of a complaint from a member of the public. To clarify, health
inspectors are already having to go to these restaurants for inspections and people are
receiving certificates, this is just a modification to the certificate, so no extra funding is
needed.

47
48

Section V. This Bill shall go into effect June 30, 2017 after the signature of the Youth
Governor of the State of Illinois.
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STATE OF ILLINOIS
Sixty-Eighth Session
Illinois Youth Legislature

Introduced by:

Referred to Committee: Blue 2

Senate Sponsor:

Jarrod Knapper

House Sponsor:

Parker Modglin

Co-Sponsors:

Matthew Januski, Grace Pallisard

Delegation:

Bradley Bourbonnais

A BILL
For an Act creating Chapter 105 Section 25b, of the Illinois Compiled Statutes, relating to
grading policies.
BE IT ENACTED BY THE YMCA YOUTH LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ILLINOIS.
1
2

Section I. All public high schools in the state of Illinois will adhere to and adopt the uniform
grading policy that the Illinois State Board of Education, or ISBE, creates and enforces.

3
4

Section II. The policy to be set up and enforced by the ISBE is made up of three major
components: grading scale, what accounts for the grade, and reassessment.

5
6
7

Section III. The grading scale will go by the following percentages: 0-59.49% will be an F.
59.5-69.49% will be a D. 69.5-79.49% will be a C. 79.5-89.49% will be a B. 89.5-100% will
be an A.

8

Section IV. Plusses (+) and minuses (-) will no longer be applied to or used for grades.

9
10
11

Section V. Students’ grades will consist of two components. Tests, or “summative
assessments,” which will account for 75% of the student’s total grade. Homework and other
assignments, or “practice,” will account for the remaining 25% of the student’s total grade.

12
13

Section VI. Students will take a final in each class at the end of each grading period. The
final will hold the weight of two summative assessments in that section of the total grade.

Blue - 9

14
15
16

Section VII. Students will be given the opportunity to reassess summative assessments.
Each student will only be entitled to have half of the opportunities to reassess as there are
summative assessments. No assessment can be reassessed more than once.

17
18
19

Section VIII. Once the test is returned to the student, they have a ten-day window to
complete the reassessment. The reassessment can be the entirety or specific components
of the summative assessment.

20
21

Section IX. The reassessment is not to be an exact copy of the original. Teachers or
departments will be responsible for creating a similar, yet new version of the assessment.

22
23

Section X. AP courses will be allowed a grading curve of 15 percentage points. Teachers will
apply the full grading curve not to exceed 100 percent.

24
25

Section XI. This Bill shall go into effect on August 1, 2017 upon the signature of the Youth
Governor of the State of Illinois.

Blue - 10

H-B-05

LOBBYIST POSITION PAPER

Lobbyist Name:

Kevin O’Gorman

Delegation:

Bradley Bourbonnais Community High School

Aligned with Preliminary Bill #:

RII-08

I encourage the YMCA Youth Legislature to pass bill RII-08, making all grading scales and policies
unifiform across public high schools in the state of Illinois.
The wide array of grading systems used throughout Illinois’ public schools has only caused
confusion in students and parents as well as an uneven college application field. Public high schools
today are available to choose any policy they like, with percentages not earning similar grades in
different school districts. This lack of standardization can only harm a student’s chances, if they
receive a ‘B’ for a 90% in a class whereas another student earns an ‘A’ for the same percentage,
the student is subject to a potential drop in GPA, and losses of thousands of scholarship dollars.
The policy proposed would not only maintain percentage based grading, but allow opportunities for
struggling students, with reassessments of final tests being available. These examples show a way
out of the current trend we are in, giving students a fair and comprehensive system to keep college
competitive.
Summary:

I support bill RII-08 due to its focus on fair educational reform and the standernized

grading that must be present in our public high schools.
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STATE OF ILLINOIS
Sixty-Eighth Session
Illinois Youth Legislature

Introduced by:

Referred to Committee: Blue 2

Senate Sponsor:

Justin Winters

House Sponsor:

Zach Friese

Co-Sponsors:

David Stull

Delegation:

Carmel Catholic

A BILL
For an Act Amending Article IV, Section XII, of the Illinois Constitution, relating to the state
budget and payment of the Assembly of the Illinois Legislature.
BE IT ENACTED BY THE YMCA YOUTH LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ILLINOIS.
1
2
3
4

Section I. Article IV Section 11 Part A shall read “a. A member shall receive a salary and
allowances as provided by law, but changes in the salary of a member shall not take effect
during the term for which he has been elected unless a balanced budget or surplus has been
met.”

5
6
7
8

Section II. Article IV Section 11 Part shall read “b. A member shall receive a salary and
allowances if the state budget is balanced or there is a surplus. If the state budget is run at
a deficit, Illinois General Assembly pay is cut completely until the budget is balanced or a
surplus is reached.”

9

Section III. No funding is required for the operation of this amendment.

10

Section IV. This amendment will be enforced by the Illinois Comptroller by requirement.

11
12

Section IV. This Bill shall go into effect on January 1, 2018 upon the signature of the Youth
Governor of the State of Illinois.
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H-B-07
STATE OF ILLINOIS
Sixty-Eighth Session
Illinois Youth Legislature

Introduced by:

Referred to Committee: Blue 2

Senate Sponsor:

Andy Song

House Sponsor:

Thadeus J. Obora

Co-Sponsors:

Roshini Balasubramanian

Delegation:

Neuqua Valley
A BILL

For an Act Amending Chapter 725, Article 5, Section 113-3, of the Illinois
Compiled Statutes, relating to funding and creation of an Office for Indigent Legal Sevices.
BE IT ENACTED BY THE YMCA YOUTH LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ILLINOIS.
1
2
3
4
5

Section I. This bill will create the Illinois Office for Indigent Legal Services, as well as
increase the funding of statewide public defenders. This bill will also incorporate the current
Office of State Appellate Defender, which works only with appeals cases, into the new
Office of Indigent Legal Defense, which will oversee indigent legal defense for all cases,
both for lower courts as well as appellate cases.

6
7
8
9

Section II. The creation of a statewide office for indigent legal services will allow the state
to regulate and communicate with the entirety of the public defender system of the state of
Illinois. In addition, this bill will provide for an increase in the funding allocated to the state
public defense office.

10
11

Section III. The appropriations for this bill will total $74,000,000. This includes the current
budget of $21,780,211 from the current Office of State Appellate Defender.

12
13
14
15
16
17
18

Section IV. The funding for this bill will be derived from the accumulation of a multitude of
increases in taxation on vices such as legal gambling, alcohol, and tobacco, as well as an
increase of payroll and employment taxes on Illinois law firms that employ greater than
fifteen attorneys. The taxes on each of the vice products are as follows: $2.42 Tobacco,
$9.02 Liquor, $1.52 Wine, $0.34 Beer. The admissions tax for legal casinos will be
increased to $3.50. In addition, there will be an increase of 0.3% on payroll and
employment taxes for Illinois law firms.

19
20

Section V. This Bill shall go into effect on May 4, 2017 upon the signature of the Youth
Governor of the State of Illinois.
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HQGHGXSVHUYLQJDOLIHVHQWHQFHDIWHUZDLWLQJILYH\HDUVLQMDLO'XULQJWKHVHILYH\HDUVWKHVWDWH
ZDV VHDUFKLQJ IRU WKH PRQH\ WR SD\ KLV FRXUWDSSRLQWHG ODZ\HU 7KLV LV RQH RI WKH PDQ\ FDVHV
ZKHUH WKHUH ZDV QRW HQRXJK PRQH\ WR SD\ WKH SXEOLF GHIHQGHU 1RW RQO\ WKLV EXW WKH GHIHQGHUV
WKDW DUH DIIRUGDEOH DUH RYHUZRUNHG 7KH\ DUH XQDEOH WR JLYH WKH FOLHQWV ZKR KHDYLO\ UHO\ RQ WKH
GHIHQGHUV DOO WKH WLPH DQG DWWHQWLRQ WKDW LV QHHGHG 7KH PD[LPXP OLPLW LV  IHORQLHV DQG 
PLVGHPHDQRUVEXWWKHDYHUDJHQXPEHURIFDVHVWDNHQDUHIHORQLHVDQGPLVGHPHDQRUV
7KLV LV REYLRXVO\ D SUREOHP DV WKHVH FDVHV DUH QRW JLYHQ WKH DWWHQWLRQ WKDW WKH\ VKRXOG ,I WKH
GHIHQGHUVDUHIXQGHGWKH\ZRXOGUHFHLYHPRUHEHQHILWVDQGPRUHSHRSOHZRXOGEHDEOHWREHKLUHG
1RWRQO\ZLOOWKLVELOOKHOSSXEOLFGHIHQGHUVDQGWKHLUFOLHQWVEXWWKHWD[DWLRQZLOOKHOSSHRSOHZKR
DUHVWUXJJOLQJZLWKRYHUFRQVXPSWLRQ:KHQWD[LQJYLFHVVXFKDVDOFRKRODQGGUXJVWKHUHZLOOEHD
GHFUHDVH LQ SXUFKDVHV RI WKHVH SURGXFWV 7KH QHZO\ SODFHG WD[HV ZRXOG LQIOXHQFH WKHVH SURGXFW
XVHUVWRVWRSSXUFKDVLQJDVPXFKDOFRKRODQGGUXJVEHFDXVHRIKRZH[SHQVLYHWKHVHJRRGVZRXOG
EHFRPH:LWKDGHFUHDVHLQSXUFKDVHVWKHUHZLOOEHDGHFUHDVHLQWKHQXPEHURIDFFLGHQWVFDXVHG
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STATE OF ILLINOIS
Sixty-Eighth Session
Illinois Youth Legislature

Introduced by:

Referred to Committee: Blue 2

Senate Sponsor:

Nathaniel Kiefer

House Sponsor:

Delaney Biegelmann

Co-Sponsors:

Darby Sherwood

Delegation:

Metea Valley High School

A BILL
For an Act Amending chapter 105 Section 5/27-6, of the Illinois Compiled Statutes, relating to
Physical Education.
BE IT ENACTED BY THE YMCA YOUTH LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ILLINOIS.

1

Section I. This bill will be referred to as the “AP Athlete”

2
3

Section II. This bill will remove the requirement of physical education courses to graduate from
secondary school, creating a section “D”. Section “D” will read as follows.

4
5
6
7
8

Section III. All Illinois high schools and high school districts shall adopt a policy that requires 3
semesters of physical education and 1 semester of health to earn a high school diploma. This policy
shall replace the policy that mandates more than 3 semesters of physical education and 1 semester
of health as a graduation requirement. Schools must also give students the opportunity to enroll in
an additional 4 semesters of physical education at the student’s discretion.

9
10
11
12
13

Section IV. This bill shall be enforced by the Illinois State Board of Education through the use of
hearings when a violation is reported by a student. If found in violation of this bill, the offending
district shall adopt a proper policy within 6 months of the final hearing. If still in violation after the
6 month period, state funding for that district shall be reduced by 5% per year until the policy is
corrected.

14
15

Section V. This Bill shall go into effect on June 30th, 2017 upon the signature of the Youth
Governor of the State of Illinois.
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STATE OF ILLINOIS
Sixty-Eighth Session
Illinois Youth Legislature

Introduced by:

Referred to Committee: Blue 3

Senate Sponsor:

Nicholas Blanchette

House Sponsor:

Blake Bradley

Co-Sponsors:

Nathan Blanchette, Hana Inman

Delegation:

Bradley-Bourbonnais Community High School

A BILL
For an Act ammending Article 105, Chapter 122, Section 9, of the Illinois Compiled Statutes
, relating to Sex Education.
BE IT ENACTED BY THE YMCA YOUTH LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ILLINOIS.
1
2

Section I. All public Illinois high schools will be mandated to participate in a new program
known as the School Condom Availability Program.

3
4

Section II. This program provides contraception in the form of a male condom to all
students enrolled in a health class or equivalent.

5
6

Section III. During all school hours, school nurses and all health personnel are required to
provide condoms to students at their request.

7
8
9
10
11

Section IV. At New Student Registration, a legal parent or guardian will be required to sign
a legal waiver authorizing the school to distribute contraceptives to their children
throughout the duration of high school. If parent or legal guardian denies consent for their
child, the student will be denied contraception until they are of legal age of consent in
Illinois.

12
13
14

Section V. All information regarding the student’s participation in this program shall remain
strictly confidential. Only the student and health personnel member can be privy to the
student’s procurement of the contraceptives.
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Section VI. To provide funding for this new program, Illinois public high schools are
recommended to add a specific fee of Five (5) US Dollars at registration for student’s
participation in the School Condom Availability Program. If high schools choose not to raise
registration fees, it will become the school’s responsibility to procure funding for this
program.

20
21
22
23

Section VII. If any Illinois public school refuses to participate in the School Condom
Availability Program, the school will receive a fine equivalent to a 5% reduction in their
state provided funding. This fining process will be overseen by the Illinois School Board of
Education (ISBE)

24
25

Section VIII. This Bill shall go into effect on January 1st, 2018 upon the signature of the
Youth Governor of the State of Illinois.
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LOBBYIST POSITION PAPER
Lobbyist Name:
Delegation:

TJ Keast

Bradley-Bourbonnais Community High School

Aligned with Preliminary Bill #: RII-09

I encourage the YMCA Youth and Government to pass a bill that mandates all Illinois public schools
to participate in a program know as the School Condom Availability Program.
According to statistics by the Resource Center for Adolescent Pregnancy Prevention over 60
percent of all high school students will be or are sexually active by their senior year. Of that
percentage only a mere 13 percent have claimed to use some type of contraceptive. Without some
form of contraceptive the participants are left vulnerable to pregnancy or sexually transmitted
diseases.
The bill that I support, RII-09, will bring protection to students, whom are enrolled into the School
Condom Availability Program, against unwanted pregnancy and sexually transmitted diseases.
Allowing students to receive contraceptives, in the form of the male condom, from the school will
help increase the amount of students whom practice safer sex; while decreasing the chances of
becoming pregnant by 98 percent and/or receiving STDs (sexually transmitted diseases).
This bill will mandate all Illinois public schools to be required to distribute male condoms to any/all
students whom have been enrolled in the School Condom Availability Program. Students, whom are
enrolled in the program, will be able to receive male condoms during any period of the school day
from the school nurse and all health personnel. To be enrolled in this program, the student’s legal
guardian must sign a legal waiver authorizing the school to distribute the contraceptive to their
student. Any public school in Illinois that does not participate in the program will receive a 5
percent reduction in their state provided funding.
Summary: Enacting the School Condom Availability Program in public high schools will greatly
assist in the promotion and practice of safer sex among teenagers.
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STATE OF ILLINOIS
Sixty-Eighth Session
Illinois Youth Legislature

Introduced by:

Referred to Committee: Blue 3

Senate Sponsor:

Rishi Patel

House Sponsor:

Tom Spencer

Co-Sponsors:

Joey Laria and Sam Burke

Delegation:

Lake Park High School

A BILL
For an Act Ammending Chapter 5 Section 119 , of the Illinois Compiled Statutes, relating to
execution of sentence.
BE IT ENACTED BY THE YMCA YOUTH LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ILLINOIS.
1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8

Section I. This bill will reintroduce capital punishment into the Illinois prison system and as
a potential sentence in Illinois courts. In order for a defendant to be sentenced with capital
punishment there must be overwhelming scientific evidence against the defendant or a
confession from the defendant. The defendant must also be of eighteen years of age or
older and have committed a class X felony. The execution will be carried out two weeks
after the sentencing of the individual under investigation. Convicted criminals who are
already in prison or have been convicted of a crime before the date this bill will go into
effect are not eligible for capital punishment.

9
10

Section II. If prison officials refuse to carry out their elective duty then they will be relieved
of their position by the Illinois Department of Corrections.

11
12
13
14
15

Section III. The funding for the executions will come from a 0.01% raise on corporate
income tax for the next 6 years. These funds will go towards paying for the execution, the
salaries of the executioners and accommodating the person found guilty on death row for
two weeks. After this period of time the money that will be saved by the death penalty for
years to come will be able to fund the executions.

16
17

Section IV. This Bill shall go into effect on January 1st, 2018 upon the signature of the
Youth Governor of the State of Illinois.
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LOBBYIST POSITION PAPER
Lobbyist Name:

Ella Walker

Delegation:

Lake Park High School

Aligned with Preliminary Bill #:

RI-21

I encouarge the YMCA Youth Legislature to pass a bill that reintroduces capital punishment into the
Illinois prison system and as a potential sentence in Illinois courts.
Illinois should reinstitute capital punishment as a potential sentence because it deters heinous crimes
from being committed. According to district attorney, Michael D. Bradbury, “The death penalty is a
necessary tool that reaffirms the sanctity of human life while assuring that convicted killers will never
again prey upon others.” While serving as an attorney, Bradbury has witnessed the most horrific crimes
that demand to be punished by death. For example, a 2 ½ year old girl was kidnapped, raped, sodomized,
tortured and mutilated with vise grips for over 6 hours. The death penalty is the most appropriate
retribution for a crime this heinous in nature.
Before a criminal is executed, a court must have overwhelming evidence proving them guilty. Annually,
about 20,000 homicides are committed, but only 300 of those murderers end up on death row and only
50 are executed. Thus, the process of appealing the case several times is very elaborate and handled
with extreme caution. To pay for the reinstallation of capital punishment in Illinois, a 0.01% tax increase
would be necessary. In 2015, Illinois made a combined tax revenue of $39,283,051. Raising this by just
0.01% would make a huge difference. According to the Bureau of Justice Statistics, it costs anywhere
from $10,000 to $100,000 to house just one inmate. Total spendings for prisons amounted to $50
billion, and when broken down, that equals to $500 a year from every American household.
Capital punishment would deter hateful people from committing crimes and protect the citizens of
Illinois. By reintroducing capital punishment into the Illinois prison system, the State of Illiniois would be
a safer and more just place.
Summary: I will support all legislation that promotes the reinstitution of capital punishment in Illinois
prison systems.
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STATE OF ILLINOIS
Sixty-Eighth Session
Illinois Youth Legislature
Introduced by:

Referred to Committee: Blue 3

Senate Sponsor:

Callie·Belback

House Sponsor:

Sarah Boyle

Co-Sponsors:

Micaela Hix. Isabel Cunningham

Delegation:

Batavia High School

A BILL
For an Act amending Chapter 105 Article 112 Section 305, of the Illinois Compiled Statutes,
relating to Education.
BE IT ENACTED BY THE YMCA YOUTH LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ILLINOIS.
1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9
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Section I. All students attending Illinois public schools of the grades (K-7) will be required to
complete a Spanish class each year.
Section II. Illinois public schools will be required to allocate appropriate staging and funding to
administer this course.
Section III. If a student is shown to be fluent in writing, reading and speaking Spanish
through a said literacy test, then that student will be required to participate in further English
courses.
Section IV. Once students reach Grade 8 they will be allowed to choose if they would like to
continue with further Spanish courses or learn a new language such as French, German,
Chinese etc.
Section V. Schools that do not enforce Spanish speaking classes will have their State government
funding cut.
Section VI. This bill shall be funded by the dubbed “Language Tax". A tax that is implemented on
all restaurants attempting to mimic the food and culture of Spanish speaking countries. This
tax would be at 3%.
Section VII. This Bill shall go into effect on March 18, 2017 upon the signature of the Youth
Governor of the State of Illinois.
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STATE OF ILLINOIS
Sixty-Eighth Session
Illinois Youth Legislature

Introduced by:

Referred to Committee: Blue 3

Senate Sponsor:

Vida Perez

House Sponsor:

Eli Gallegos

Co-Sponsors:

Orlando Campos

Delegation:

Eisenhower

A BILL
For an Act Creating Chapter 5, Secion 105, of the Illinois Compiled Statutes, relating to
Mental Health Programs in Schools.
BE IT ENACTED BY THE YMCA YOUTH LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ILLINOIS.
1
2
3

Section I. All public schools (Primary-Secondary) in the State of Illinois is hereby required to
have a program designated for faculty and staff to receive training in the area of Mental
Health in adolescent youth.

4
5
6
7
8

Section II. The program is designed to help faculty and staff recognize potential symptoms
within a student. The faculty and staff will then refer the student to the proper school
associates or support staff for a potential diagnosis. This program is further designed to
help faculty and staff in carrying out 504 plans for students due to a better understanding
of the student’s needs and requirements.

9
10
11
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Section III. The program can be designed by current staff with certifications in Psychology,
Social Work, and Counseling in each school. The designed program must incorporate
objectives in the areas of, but not limited to, recognizing social/emotional triggers, signs of
depression, ADHD, Anxiety and its causes, potential suicide, and relationship/substance
abuse.

14
15
16
17

Section IV. All created program curriculum must be submitted and approved by the Illinois
State Board of Education (ISBE) by August 1, 2018. If a school cannot create or chooses
not to create their own program, then they are required to utilize the State’s designated
curriculum as designed by the Illinois State Board of Education.
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Section V. Schools failing to meet these requirements will be placed on probation with the
State and their Illinois High School Association (IHSA) participation rights will be suspended.
The suspension will not allow schools to participate in any IHSA sponsored activity or sport
until the school’s mental health program is approved by the ISBE.

22
23

Section VI. This Bill shall go into effect on July 1, 2017 upon the signature of the Youth
Governor of the State of Illinois.

Blue - 23

RI-22

H-B-13
STATE OF ILLINOIS
Sixty-Eighth Session
Illinois Youth Legislature

Introduced by:

Referred to Committee: Blue 4

Senate Sponsor:

Catherine Vitale

House Sponsor:

Hannah Morrison

Co-Sponsors:

Paulina Grzybowicz

Delegation:

Lake Park High School
A BILL

For an Act Amending Chapter 410 Section 5, of the Illinois Compiled Statutes, relating to
Stem Cell Research.
BE IT ENACTED BY THE YMCA YOUTH LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ILLINOIS.
1
2
3
4
5
6
7

Section I. Research involving the derivation and use of human embryonic stem cells, human
embryonic germ cells, and human adult stem cells from any source, including somatic cell
nuclear transplantation, shall be permitted and the ethical and medical implications of this
research shall be given full consideration. Research involving the derivation and use of
human embryonic stem cells and human embryonic germ cells shall be allowed to receive
private funds through individual programs established specifically for the purpose of
supporting stem cell research.

8
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Section II. No person may clone or attempt to clone a human being. For purposes of this
Section, "clone or attempt to clone a human being" means to transfer to a uterus or attempt
to transfer to a uterus anything other than the product of fertilization of an egg of a human
female by a sperm of a human male for the purpose of initiating a pregnancy that could
result in the creation of a human fetus or the birth of a human being. A person who violates
this Section is guilty of a Class 1 felony.

14
15
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Section III. A person may not knowingly, for valuable consideration, purchase or sell
embryonic or cadaveric fetal tissue for research purposes. A person who knowingly
purchases or sells embryonic or cadaveric fetal tissue for research purposes in violation of
this section is guilty of a Class A misdemeanor for the first conviction and a Class 4 felony
for subsequent convictions. No funding is necessary for this bill to be enforced. The Illinois
State Government will enforce this bill.

20
21

Section IV. This Bill shall go into effect on January 1, 2018 upon the signature of the Youth
Governor of the State of Illinois.
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STATE OF ILLINOIS
Sixty-Eighth Session
Illinois Youth Legislature

Introduced by:

Referred to Committee: Blue 4

Senate Sponsor:

Tim Krafcisin

House Sponsor:

Brendan Reilly

Co-Sponsors:

Dominuqe Sedorook & Thomas Hecker

Delegation:

Andrew

A BILL
For an Act Amending 235 ILCS 5, The Liqour Control Act of 1934, of the Illinois
Compiled Statutes, relating to Alcohol Distribution.
BE IT ENACTED BY THE YMCA YOUTH LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ILLINOIS.
1
2

Section I. This bill will amend the Liquor Control Act of 1934 so that direct door-to-door
selling of liquor is allowed for small scale alcohol distributors in the State of Illinois.

3
4

Section II. All state and federal age restriction and proof of identification laws shall remain
in effect with this law, enforced by currently established law enforcement divisions.

5
6

Section III. All related local, sales, and liquor taxes shall remain in effect with this law, as
they relate to enforcement by the Illinois Department of Revenue.

7
8

Section IV. This Bill shall go into effect on July 1, 2017 upon the signature of the Youth
Governor of the State of Illinois.
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Lobbyist Name:

Cassandra Stupay

Delegation:

Andrew

Aligned with Preliminary Bill #: RII-03
I strongly encourage the YMCA Youth Legislature to pass this bill which will amend the Liquor Control
Act of 1934 so that direct door-to-door selling of liquor is allowed for small scale alcohol distributors in
the State of Illinois.
This amendment will only affect distributors within the classes five through ten stated in Article 5/5-1
of The Liquor Control Act of 1934.
Ten years ago, there was about fifty craft distilleries in the USA. Today the American Craft Spirits
Association says there are seven hundred and sixty-nine. Of the seven hundred and sixty-nine, only
about fifty make any money. The typical craft distillery has revenues under one million dollars.
This bill lets small distillery owns and entrepreneurs to sell straight to the consumers door-to-door
instead of having to go through a retailer or get a retail license. Which would encourage local startup
businesses in the growing trend.
The new businesses would bring in revenue to the city with the sales tax and any other fees from the
local ordinances. Small distilleries will promote individual communities to showcase their local products
in a way similar to farmer's markets. According to Entrepreneur magazine owners of small distilleries are
more heavily invested in their trade than the hobby farmers or gardeners of the towns. Which shows
how serious and dedicated they are to their craft because of that they would be good business partners
to the community.
Summary:
I will support all legislation that amends the Liquor Control Act of 1934 to let small
alcohol distributors sell door-to-door.
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STATE OF ILLINOIS
Sixty-Eighth Session
Illinois Youth Legislature

Introduced by:

Referred to Committee: Blue 4

Senate Sponsor: Elsa Bauerdick
House Sponsor: Teresa McKay
Co-Sponsors:
Delegation:

Batavia

A BILL
For an Act Amending Chapter 720, Section 5, Subsection I, of the Illinois Compiled Statutes,
relating to the statute of limitations on sexual assault.
BE IT ENACTED BY THE YMCA YOUTH LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ILLINOIS.
1
2
3

Section I. A victim of criminal sexual assault, aggravated sexual assault, or aggravated criminal
sexual abuse must report the offence to law enforcement within ten (10) years of the
commission of the offense.

4
5

Section II. Prosecution of said crime must be commenced within fifteen (15) years of the
commission of the offense.

6
7
8

Section III. Nothing in this subdivision shall be construed to shorten the period within
which a crime must be reported or prosecution must be commenced under any other
provision of section 270 especially those detailed in subdivision (j).

9
10

Section IV. This Bill shall go into effect on June 1, 2017 upon the signature of the Youth
Governor of the State of Illinois.
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STATE OF ILLINOIS
Sixty-Eighth Session
Illinois Youth Legislature

Introduced by:

Referred to Committee: Blue 4

Senate Sponsor:

Andy Kim

House Sponsor:

Alexis Bass

Co-Sponsors:

Desiree London and James Knotter

Delegation:

Metea Valley High School
A BILL

For an Act amending 725 ILCS 5/115-19 of the Illinois Compiled Statures, relating to the
abolition of the conventional polygraph test.

1
2
3

BE IT ENACTED BY THE YMCA YOUTH LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ILLINOIS.
Section I. The use of the conventional polygraph test, commonly known as a “lie detector”,
is to be completely eliminated within criminal proceedings in the state of Illinois as well as
in all other uses, not just in a court of law.

4
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Section II. In all cases, individuals found only using the results of the polygraph as
incriminating or legitimate evidence will be charged at a minimum of $2000 (two-thousand
dollars); fines will be increased proportionally to the number of offenses and/or the severity
of the offence. Additionally, if only the results of the polygraph tests are used, the
information testified will be voided.

9
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Section III. The use of state funds will not be necessary for the enactment of this bill as it
eliminates the usage of something already in practice. This bill will instead save the State of
Illinois money by no longer requiring the employment of a “Polygraph Examiner”; by no
longer requiring the usage of funds to repair or purchase new polygraph machines; and for
actually administering the test itself. A single administration of the polygraph test can cost
between $200 (two-hundred dollars) and $2000 (two-thousand dollars).

15
16
17

Section IV. This bill will amend the Sex Offense Victim Polygraph Act (725 ILCS 200/),
adding a Section 1 (c ) that would state that results from a polygraph test may not be used
as evidence in the prosecution of the pending case.

18
19

Section V. This Bill shall go into effect on June 30th, 2017 upon the signature of the Youth
Governor of the State of Illinois.

Blue - 28

RI-58

H-B-17

STATE OF ILLINOIS
Sixty-Eighth Session
Illinois Youth Legislature

Introduced by:

Referred to Committee Blue 5::

Senate Sponsor:

Luke Ryan

House Sponsor:

Jack Gronenthal

Co-Sponsors:

Ryan Miller, Nikhil Garg

Delegation:

Neuqua Valley High School

A BILL
For an Act Amending, of the Illinois Constitution, relating to proportional economic
discipline.
BE IT ENACTED BY THE YMCA YOUTH LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ILLINOIS.
1
2
3
4
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Section I. This bill will create the program that enables proportional state issued discipline
that ensures economic equality in penalizations. This will base fiscal punishment relative to
the economic standing of the perpetrator of the crime or infraction. This bill will only be
applicable towards crimes and infractions that result in monetary penalties through
litigation. Section II. Here is another section. Here is another section. Here is another
section. Here is another section. Here is another section. Here is another section. Here is
another section.

8
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Section II. The value of the fine will be calculated based in coordination with organized fine
brackets and the severity of the crime or infraction. The fine brackets are based upon the
federal income tax brackets in which the perpetrator belongs to.
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Section III. The average reported household income of Illinois will become the base for
economic discipline proportioning. A person within the average household income range as
reported by State of Illinois Census will receive punishment from the base fine bracket
meaning no variation is necessary in the monetary penalty from what is established.
Individuals with incomes greater or lesser than the average household income of the state
will receive differing variations upon pre-existing fines depending on the perpetrator’s
reported income.
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Section IV. Revenue collected through proportional punishment will be redistributed into the
public school system of Illinois and other public institutions of the state. Citizens found
being dishonest on their reported annual income as stated through their federal income tax
filings will receive an increased fine to the state, as attended through federal income tax
legislation.

23
24

Section IV. This Bill shall go into effect on May 26, 2017 upon the signature of the Youth
Governor of the State of Illinois.
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Sixty-Eighth Session
Illinois Youth Legislature

Introduced by:

Referred to Committee: Blue 5

Senate Sponsor:

Jackie Cunningham

House Sponsor:

Mackenzie Welsh

Co-Sponsors:

Erin Reda and Gianna Lemus

Delegation:

Andrew
A BILL

For an Act to ammend Chapter 105, Section 65, of the Illinois Compiled Statutes, relating to
Education.
BE IT ENACTED BY THE YMCA YOUTH LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ILLINOIS.
1
2

Section I. This bill will create a law mandating the use of downloadable electronic textbooks
for kindergarten through twelfth grades in the State of Illinois enrolled in all public schools.

3
4
5
6
7

Section II. Under this bill, public schools shall obtain funding through the Illinois School
Board of Education (ISBE) to adapt their curriculum around textbooks with an electronic
version only. Publishers have until June 30, 2019 to establish an updated online version of
each textbook. School districts have until June 30, 2020 to adopt a digital transition from
textbooks.

8

Section III. Districts that are under private enrollment shall be exempt from this law.

9

Section IV. This law shall not supersede state and federal special education laws.

10
11
12
13

Section V. This bill shall be enforced by the Illinois State Board of Education (ISBE) to
ensure that each student has access to an electronic textbook. Failure to meet the
regulation shall result in loss of school district state aid relating to technology beginning
with the 2020-2021 school year.

14
15
16
17

Section VI. The ISBE shall offer low-interest below market rate guaranteed loans for school
districts meeting the lower two financial categories in the annual ISBE ratings to cover the
cost of the electronic devices. Repayment shall be negotiated between the ISBE and
individual school districts.

18
19

Section VII. This Bill shall go into effect on July 1, 2017 upon the signature of the Youth
Governor of the State of Illinois.
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LOBBYIST POSITION PAPER
Lobbyist Name:

Zaid Hammad

Delegation:

Andrew

Aligned with Preliminary Bill #: RII-04
Digital textbooks are becoming more popular than ever before. Students are interacting with
technology wherever they go. Publishing for the K-12 school market is an $8 billion industry.
Tablets are a $72 billion industry with 42% of US adults owning a tablet.
Students have technology all around them and schools need to do the same. Students that learn
technology skills early in life will be better prepared to pursue relevant careers later in life. The
fastest growing and highest paying jobs in the United States are technology intensive. Employment
in "computer and information systems" is expected to grow by 18% between 2010-20, according to
the US Bureau of Labor Statistics.
According to the US Consumer Product Safety Commission, during the 2011-12 school year more
than 13,700 kids, aged 5 to 18, were treated for backpack-related injuries. Tablets weigh 1-2
pounds and can hold all students’ textbooks, homework, quizzes, and other files. The average tablet
contains anywhere from 8 to 64 gigabytes (GB) of storage space. On the Amazon Kindle Fire, for
instance, 1,000 books take up 1 GB of space.
According to a 2012 report from the Federal Communications Commission (FCC), K-12 school
districts spend more than $8 billion per year on textbooks. E-textbooks can save schools between
$250-$1,000 per student per year. Tablet prices also continue to drop, making them increasingly
affordable. Tablets cost on average $386 in 2012. Students learn more with digital textbooks.
Publisher Houghton Mifflin Harcourt tested an interactive, digital version of an Algebra 1 textbook
for Apple's iPad in California's Riverside Unified School District. Students who used the iPad version
scored 20 percent higher on standardized tests versus students who learned with traditional
textbooks.
Summary: To make sure that the students of our time are well prepared for the outside world, and
well educated, I urge the YMCA Youth Legislature to vote Yes on this imporant bill.
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Introduced by:

Referred to Committee: Blue 5

Senate Sponsor:

Kierstin Cole

House Sponsor:

Grant Goral

Co-Sponsors:

Camryn Anderson

Delegation:

Kishwaukee Family YMCA

A BILL
For an Act amending Chapter 56, Section 100, Article 2, of the Illinois Compiled Statutes, relating
to the banning of synthetic drugs.
BE IT ENACTED BY THE YMCA YOUTH LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ILLINOIS.
1

Section I. This bill will ban all known harmful synthetic drugs and any future variants.

2
3
4
5

Section II. This will affect anyone legally purchasing, possessing, intending to buy or distributing
synthetic drugs. This includes anyone who will commit a drug related crime. This legislation will be
enforced by the Illinois State Police, the state level Drug Enforcement Administration, along with
local law enforcement.

6
7
8
9

Section III. This bill will also provide funding for the training and education of state employed law
and drug enforcement officers on this topic through fines imposed on drug related crimes. This bill
will be funded by revenue from drug related fines already established by the Illinois Controlled
Dangerous Substances Schedules.

10
11
12

Section IV. This bill will add the names of synthetic drugs to the known list in the Illinois Controlled
Substances Act. This piece of new legislation would require a quarterly event at which the Illinois
State Police will present all newly discovered variants to the General Assembly.

13
14

Section V. This Bill shall go into effect on July 1st, 2017 upon the signature of the Youth Governor
of the State of Illinois.
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Lobbyist Name:

Ellie Bowers

Delegation:

Kishwaukee Family YMCA

Aligned with Preliminary Bill #: RI-20
I encourage the Youth Legislature to pass bill RI-20 to eliminate the use of synthetic drugs.
Synthetic drugs, or man-made designer drugs, pose a real risk for our country and the future of our
children and adults. Consider, for example, the case of Montana Sean Brown, age 15. Montana and
his brothers thought they would have some fun trying LSD for the first time when their parents were
out of town. Instead, this high school freshman from Texas died when he took a synthetic version
of LSD called the N-bomb. Even though perfectly legal, the N-bomb is so toxic it requires a filter
mask, gloves, and glasses when handling it in the lab. It certainly does not belong on the street.
Without this legislation, many people do not even know synthetic drugs exist. Many people do not
know that synthetic drugs can be up to 500 times stronger than common street drugs. Thus, a rise
in the use of synthetic drugs has been accompanied by a rise in emergency room visits, with
accompanying seizure, organ failure, and dehydration risks for those who do not die first.
Without this legislation, the number of synthetic drugs will continue to grow. In 2013, over 17,000
synthetic drug reports were filed to the DEA’s National Forensic Lab, compared to only 469 in 2010.
This legislation is good for the Illinois economy. Currently, individuals convicted of a drug penalty
must pay a fine of $100,000. Money from these fines will grow the state economy quickly. First,
part of these fines goes to the drug traffic prevention fund, which will help the bill pay for its own
activities. Second, the state also receives funding through activities of the drug asset forfeiture
procedure act. Therefore, there is very little in the way of cost to implement this bill.
If we want synthetic drugs off the streets, we need to start prosecuting those who sell and
distribute these drugs. This means we need legislation. Otherwise, criminals will find clever ways to
continue making money off these dangerous drugs. For example, synthetic drugs are difficult to
detect in urine samples. Synthetic drugs have imaginative and fancy names. Synthetic drugs are
subject to a rapidly changing list of ingredients, which help them evade regulation. A bill like that
proposed here will offer regulation of these dangerous and misleading practices. Ultimately, this
makes the children and adults of Illinois safer.
Summary: I fully support all legislation that bans synthetic drugs and eliminates the legal use of
these harmful compounds.
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Lobbyist Name:

Emilie Schramer

Delegation:

Kishwaukee Family YMCA

Aligned with Preliminary Bill #: RI-20
I strongly encourage the YMCA youth legislature to pass a bill that amends the Illinois Compiled
Statutes, in relation to the banning of synthetic drugs.
The state of Illinois has had over 3,000 emergency room visits due to synthetic drugs in a year
and this number will only increase if this is not stopped. This bill proposes that synthetic drug
distribution, possession, or purchasing will be made illegal. In 2012 the U.S. Government said
that 1 in 9 high school seniors had used synthetic cannabinoids. This issue is clearly growing
more every year and affects our age group especially. This bill would add funding for the training
and education of state employed law and drug enforcement officers on how to deal with these
drugs. The funding would come from the fines imposed by drug-related crimes. This fund, the
Drug Traffic Prevention fund, is already in existence and is active to this date.
The bill would add the names of any synthetic drug to the known list of drugs in the Illinois
Controlled Substances Act. Punishments based on these drugs would be assigned based on the
existing schedules. Schedule V drugs have the least chance of abuse and dependency and
Schedule I drugs have the highest potential for abuse. Each schedule has punishments already
established. The bill would simply assign drugs to their proper schedule and each will have the
respective punishment.
Illinois is one of only 6 states that has not passed legislation directly addressing this issue. In
October of 2015, in Chicago, there were 74 overdoses in 72 hours because of synthetic heroin
laced with fentanyl. We need to act against this growing problem. Of course, we cannot eliminate
the black market’s illegal distribution of drugs, but we can make it harder for people to obtain
synthetic drugs. I hope you will support this bill.
Summary: I fully support all legislation that amends the Illinois Compiled Statutes by making
synthetic drugs illegal. This bill would increase the health, safety, and well-being of Illinois.
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STATE OF ILLINOIS
Sixty-Eight Session
Illinois Youth Legislature

Introduced by:

Referred to Committee: Blue 5

Senate Sponsor:

Pranav Pitchala

House Sponsor:

Natalie Lafferty

Co-Sponsors:

Salhar Khan

Delegation:

Metea Valley High School
A BILL

For an Act amending section 105 ILCS 5/27-23.7, of the Illinois Compiled Statutes, relating
to education requirements for computer classes.
BE IT ENACTED BY THE YMCA YOUTH LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ILLINOIS.
1
2

Section I. High school students will be required to take an additional semester (one half
credit) of a computer related course in order to graduate and receive a diploma.

3
4
5
6
7
8
9
10

Section II. School Districts and Schools must create or revise a general computers course,
which will be 1 semester long, which will fulfill the mandatory syllabus (as explained in
Section IV). Sufficient courses can include a general computers class, AP Computer Science
A, AP Computer Science Principles, Project Lead the Way (PLTW), business courses such as
Web Design, Essential Technology, Emerging Technology, or Marketing Technology,
engineering class like Computer Networking, and any other approved course that is based
on computer knowledge. Classes that will be sufficient for this credit will be decided by the
school districts.

11
12
13
14

Section III. Any classes that use computers to aid the instruction of the material on rare
occasions are not included in the credit, as the class has to be focused on the use of
computers and basic software. Classes that fulfil this requirement must be in a computer
lab setting at least 85% of the semester.

15
16
17

Section IV. The additional computers credit will be most effective when paired with a
semester of Drivers Education similarly to how health is paired with physical education or
how government is paired with consumer economics.

18
19

Section V. Course material is required to include basic overview of Hardware: parts of a
computer, printers, linking external parts to a computer; Internet Ethics: fundamentals,
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20
21
22
23
24
25

cyberbullying, proper and safe usage, social networking and emails; File Management:
downloading files and programs, saving, moving, unzipping, deleting, and organizing files on
a computer; Microsoft software: Word, Excel, PowerPoint; Google products: Drive, Docs,
Slides, Classroom, Scholar, and other google programs; Image, Video, and Audio Editing:
Photoshop, Moviemaker, and/or other programs; programs and sites to help students with
academics: Noodle tools, Destiny and/or other school resources.

26
27

Section VI. This bill will be enforced by the Illinois Board of Education and the penalty for
not conforming to this act will result in the school district being fined a total of $25,000.

28
29

Section VII. This Bill shall go into effect on June 30th, 2017 upon the signature of the Youth
Governor of the State of Illinois.
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Introduced by:
Senate Sponsor:

Referred to Committee: Blue 6
Sejal K. Parmar

House Sponsor:

Cullen Walwer

Co-Sponsors:

Alicia Kim, Bernie Wang

Delegation:

Neuqua Valley High School
A BILL

For an Act creating Article 2 in Chapter 20, section 1605 relating to the creation of a
scholarship fund for high-achieving Illinois high school students.
BE IT ENACTED BY THE YMCA YOUTH LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ILLINOIS.
1
2
3

Section I. This bill will create a scholarship fund for high-achieving high school students
in Illinois. The Illinois State Board of Education will administer this scholarship.

4
5
6
7
8

Section II. High-achieving high school students shall be determined by National Merit
Corporation’s Commended, Semifinalist, and Finalist designations. Students who attain one
of the designations can apply for this scholarship fund. The determination of
successful applicants will be based on those who display the most academic
proficiency and extracurricular participation.

9
10
11
12
13

Section III. Upon gaining Commended, Semifinalist, and Finalist status, students will be
required to apply to gain scholarship money. The application will consist of the
student’s address, school, phone number, proof of college attendance for the upcoming
school year, and social security number. Applications will be available as finalist rankings are
released and must be completed by April 1st.

14
15
16
17

Section IV. Those who are approved and how much they receive from the lottery funds are
at the full discretion of the Illinois State Board of Education. Commended students who are
approved shall receive $1000, Semifinalists shall receive $2000, and Finalists shall receive
$4000. Students will receive their scholarship money in July before fall term begins.

18

Section V. This scholarship shall be funded by unclaimed Illinois Lottery money.

19
20

Section VI. This Bill shall go into effect on March 20th, 2017 upon the signature of the
Youth Governor of the State of Illinois.
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Lobbyist Name:

Megan Wu

Delegation:

Neuqua Valley High School

Aligned with Preliminary Bill #:

RI-51

I encourage the YMCA Youth Legislature to pass a bill that creates a scholarship fund for highachieving high school students who have been acknowledged as commended, semi-finalist, and
finalist through the National Merit Scholarship Corporation.
College tuition is often described as a fairy tale… in the worse sense. It is the idea that many desire
a chance for a happy ever after, but it’s not always something within reach because of the financial
issues associated with it. Paul F. Campos of the New York Times describes his struggles with paying
off his college tuition at the University of Michigan, forcing him to reconsider even going to college.
For these students, it is not a matter of how intelligent or qualified they are, but rather a fear of
the numbers on the tuition sticker. Unfortunately, high-achieving students often go unrecognized
because for most, college itself is not enough of a reward considering the large tuition.
The state journal register of January 13, 2013 states that about $2,000,000 of lottery money
remains unclaimed yearly. Oftentimes, these lottery prizes simply return to the state’s lottery fund
to be reused rather than being dedicated to other well worthy causes. According to College
Scholarships, Illinois currently has very few general scholarships, contributing to many problems
such as student dropout, debt, and loans; issues that prevail among even the most successful
students in high school.
The Institute for College Access & Success states that the average student graduates from college
with about $30,100 in student loans, a figure that has increased by four percent since 2014 and
continues to do so. College, for many, seems like a long shot despite the work and effort they put
into high school and frequently results in continued debts at the collegiate level. College provides
people with many opportunities, from activities to guidance for the future. But most importantly, it
provides many students lasting memories and a lasting home to make all their efforts to be
successful in high school worthwhile. With a new scholarship fund to help encourage successful
students to continue to utilize their desire to learn, every year, thousands could focus more on
their futures, rather than ways to fund it.
Summary: I will support any legislation that works towards using unclaimed lottery prize money for
college scholarships for high achieving students.
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Introduced by:

Referred to Committee: Blue 6

Senate Sponsor:

Lauren Smarjesse

House Sponsor:

Hunter Sherman

Co-Sponsors:

Kassidy Quick, Ashley Scott

Delegation:

Bradley-Bourbonnais Community High School

A BILL
For an Act creating Chapter 55, Section 19 of (510 ILCS 70/1), of the Illinois
Compiled Statutes, relating to animal abuse.
BE IT ENACTED BY THE YMCA YOUTH LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ILLINOIS.
1
2
3

Section I. All people prosecuted of companion animal abuse and livestock animal abuse will
be placed on a government issued list called the “Illinois Animal Abuser Registration”
created and monitored by the Illinois Bureau of Investigation.

4
5
6
7

Section II. A companion animal is defined as but not limited to, a dog or dog breed, cat or
cat breeds, small pets, reptiles, fish, and birds. A livestock animal includes any animal kept
by people for use or pleasure including: ass, cattle, goat, horse, rabbit, sheep, swine,
poultry, chicken, ducks, geese, and turkey.

8
9
10

Section III. An animal abuser is defined as a person or persons who have been convicted in
a court of law for animal cruelty, aggravated cruelty, animal fighting, or a criminal offense
against animals.

11
12
13
14
15
16
17

Section IV. Upon a person’s first conviction for an animal abuse offense, the Illinois State
Police shall maintain the person’s name and other identifying information, for two years
following the date of the conviction. After two years the Illinois State Police shall remove
the person’s name and identifying information from the list; provided, that the person is not
convicted of another animal abuse offense during that two-year period. If the person is
ever convicted of a second offense, the person’s name and identifying information will
permanently remain on the list.
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18
19
20
21
22
23

Section V. A person’s identifying information includes: a photograph taken of the convicted
animal abuser as part of the booking process, the animal abuser’s full legal name, the
abuser’s legal address, and any other identifying data as Illinois State Police determines is
necessary to properly identify the animal abuser and to exclude innocent persons. The list
shall not include: the abuser’s social security number, driver license number, or any other
state or federal identification number.

24
25
26
27
28
29
30

Section VI. Beginning June 1, 2017, the Illinois State Police shall post a publicly accessible
list on its web site of any person convicted of an animal abuse offense on and after that
date. This will allow any employers of a job pertaining to livestock or companion animals to
reject applications and employment for offenders on the “Illinois Animal Abuser
Registration”. This will also prevent possible future adoption or purchase of any companion
animal or livestock. This will also enable companion animal or livestock owners to check
their surrounding area for potentially harmful situations and prevent them.

31
32

Section VII. This Bill shall go into effect on June 1, 2017 upon the signature of the Youth
Governor of the State of Illinois.
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Lobbyist Name:

Brianna Malone

Delegation:

Bradley-Bourbonnais Community High School

Aligned with Preliminary Bill #: RII-05
I encourage the YMCA Youth Legislature to pass a bill that mandates all people prosecuted of
animal abuse cases be put put on a government issued list called the “Illinois Animal Abuser
Registration” that is made by the Illinois Bureau of Investigation.
Any person who is willing to harm any animal that is defenseless against the person should be
mandated to be put on a list for animal abusing cases. Upon a person's first conviction they will be
put on the list for 2 years and at the end of 2 years they will be taken off the list. After the 2 years
is up if they are convicted of another animal abusing case they will put on the list for good.
Roughly around 70.1% of dogs, 20.9% of cats and 24.1% other animals are involved in animal
abusing cases. People should be educated on these numbers and on how to take precautions in
these kind of cases because not only are just animals who are hit by humans consider animal
abusing cases but also animals who are being slaughtered for food is considered animal abusing
too. Researchers found that not only are standard slaughter practices unethical, they often have
reports of intentional abuse of animals by workers. For example, at the Pilgrim’s Pride
slaughterhouse, which supplies KFC restaurants, a videotape shows workers kicking and stomping
on chickens and smashing them against walls. Employees also ripped birds’ beaks off, twisted their
heads off, and broke them in half—while the birds were still alive.
I will support all legislation that promotes a list that contains animal abusers names so that people
will be aware of who is animal abusers and who is not.
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6HFWLRQ,,WLVLOOHJDOWRWDPSHURUDOWHUWKHDSSHDUDQFHIXQFWLRQRIDQ\UHSOLFDJXQV

2
3

6HFWLRQ,,7DPSHULQJFRQVLVWVRIPDNLQJDQ\FRVPHWLFRUXQDXWKRUL]HGFKDQJHVWRWKHSXUSRVHDQG
RUDSSHDUDQFHRIJLYHQWR\UHSOLFD

4
5

6HFWLRQ,OO$WR\UHSOLFDJXQUHIHUVWRDQ\SURGXFWWKDWZDVPDGHZLWKLQWHQWWRUHVHPEOHDQ\
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6
7

6HFWLRQ,97KHDXWKRULW\WRWLFNHWDQGVHL]HLWHPVWKDWIDOOXQGHUWKHVHFDWHJRULHVZLOOEH
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8
9

6HFWLRQ93DWUROOLQJRIILFHUVPXVWDFTXLUHDZDUUDQWEHIRUHVHDUFKLQJDQ\DQGDOOSULYDWH
SURSHUW\WKDWWKHRIILFHUVXVSHFWVPD\EHKDUERULQJDPDQLSXODWHGWR\

10
11

6HFWLRQ9,)DLOXUHWRFRPSO\ZLWKWKHDERYHVWDWHPHQWVZLOOLQUHVXOWVHL]XUHRIRIIHQGLQJ
REMHFW V MRLQHGZLWKDILQHRI86'

12
13

6HFWLRQ9,,7KLVELOOZLOOEHHIIHFWLYHRQ-DQXDU\VWXSRQVLJQDWXUHRIWKH<RXWK
*RYHUQRURIWKH6WDWHRI,OOLQRLV
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STATE OF ILLINOIS
Sixty-Eighth Session
Illinois Youth Legislature

Introduced by:

Referred to Committee: Blue 6

Senate Sponsor:

Jacob Baron

House Sponsor:

Jordan Athas

Co-Sponsors:

Layla Aaldas and Gabriella Gramigna

Delegation:

Naperville North High School
A BILL

For an Act amending Chapter 128, section 1, of the Illinois Compiled Statutes, relating to
cell phones in school.
BE IT ENACTED BY THE YMCA YOUTH LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ILLINOIS.
1
2

Section I. All students grades K-12 in Illinois schools have a legal right to carry a personal
cell phone during school hours.

3
4
5
6
7

Section II. Individual schools retain the right and jurisdiction to enforce that phones be put
away while school hours are in session, referring to an average typical eight hour school
day, including extracurricular activities. Phones should not be used for other purposes
unless otherwise instructed by a superior such as teachers or staff members. Said phones
are to be used as a resource in emergency situations, and students are to be aware of this.

8
9
10
11

Section III. Personal phones are to be allowed fully powered on, as to provide necessary
means for reacting and responding in the event of an emergency scenario, meaning that the
phone would be on silent but alerts are still present. The cell phone should be able to work
in times notice and fit according to the emergency situation.

12
13

Section IV. All Illinois schools are subject to rules and regulations which shall be enforced,
set, and specified by the Illinois Department of Education.

14
15

Section V. This Bill will go into effect on June 1st, 2017 upon the signature of Youth
Governor of the State of Illinois.
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Introduced by:

Referred to Committee: Blue 7

Senate Sponsor:

Alvina Waseem

House Sponsor:

Kavya Vedurmudi

Co-Sponsors:

Elizabeth Korbut

Delegation:

Neuqua Valley High School
A BILL

For an Act creating Chapter 106, Article 37, Section 5, of the Illinois Compiled Statutes, relating to
reprinting old textbooks every decade.
BE IT ENACTED BY THE YMCA YOUTH LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ILLINOIS.
1
2

Section I. This Act requires all Illinois public schools to distribute newly printed or online
textbooks every decade.

3
4

Section II. The Illinois Textbook Loan Program will be restored and managed under the Illinois
State Board of Education. Funds of $20 million are to be provided by the Illinois State Lottery.

5
6
7
8

Section III. Schools that cannot afford to distribute textbooks or purchase online textbooks
may apply to the Illinois Textbook Program in order to receive textbooks for free. Each school
that applies for free textbooks will be reviewed by the Illinois Textbook Loan Program. All schools
must renew their application every decade.

9
10
11

Section IV. Each ten year period begins with the new decade, starting in the year 2020. The
window to apply for and distribute textbooks begins on the first of January and ends on the first of
September.

12

Section V. All textbooks must be approved by The Illinois Textbook Loan Program.

13
14
15

Section VI. Approved textbooks in subjects including and limited to social science, business,
information technology, consumer science, English, foreign languages, and social studies must be
updated as necessary to be current and relevant to the five years prior to distribution.

16
17

Section VII. The most recent edition of all approved textbooks must be used. If a school
chooses to use printed textbooks, the textbooks must be unused prior to distribution.

18
19
20

Section VIII. Failure of any school to apply for and distribute new textbooks by the respective
decade deadline are to be fined under the following regulations: $75 per student for high schools,
$50 per student for middle schools or junior high schools, and $25 per student for elementary
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schools. All fines are to go towards the Illinois State Board of Education and the Illinois Textbook
Loan Program. Failure to pay the fine in completion by the 15th of January following the decade
deadline will result in a complete termination of the school’s state funding until the fine has
been fully paid.

25
26

Section IX. This Bill shall go into effect on May 1, 2017 upon the signature of the Youth
Governor of the State of Illinois.
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HYHU\RQHVKRXOGKDYHWKHULJKWWRDSURSHUHGXFDWLRQDVZHOODVWKHPDWHULDOVUHTXLUHGIRURQH7KH
KXPDQLWDULDQ DQG 6RXWK $IULFDQ SUHVLGHQW 1HOVRQ 0DQGHOD RQFH VWDWHG ²(GXFDWLRQ LV WKH PRVW
SRZHUIXOZHDSRQZKLFK\RXFDQXVHWRFKDQJHWKHZRUOG³0DQ\VWXGHQWVDWWKHVFKRROVZLWKLQRXU
RZQVWDWH,OOLQRLVFRPHIURPIDPLOLHVOLYLQJLQSRYHUW\DQGWKHVHIDPLOLHVVWUXJJOHZLWKSURYLGLQJ
WKHLUFKLOGUHQZLWKWKHPDWHULDOVQHFHVVDU\IRUVXFFHVV$FFRUGLQJWRWKH1DWLRQ&HQWHUIRU&KLOGUHQ
LQ 3RYHUW\  RI FKLOGUHQ LQ ,OOLQRLV RYHU RQH PLOOLRQ DUH FRQVLGHUHG ORZ LQFRPH 2I WKRVH LQ
SRYHUW\DUHEHORZWKHUHTXLUHGUHDGLQJOHYHO$ODUJHSHUFHQWDJHRIWKHVWDWHLVPLVVLQJRXWRQ
HGXFDWLRQ DQG DOO RI WKH RSSRUWXQLWLHV WKDW FRPH ZLWK LW 7KLV ELOO FDQ DVVLVW ZLWK SURYLGLQJ DQ
HGXFDWLRQWRWKHVHFKLOGUHQE\GLVWULEXWLQJWH[WERRNVWRWKRVHZKRQHHGWKHP
(YHQVFKRROVWKDWFDQDIIRUGWH[WERRNVPDQ\FDQµWDIIRUGWRUHSODFHWKHPDVRIWHQDVQHFHVVDU\
:LWKDVPDQ\GHYHORSPHQWVDVWKHUHDUHLQVXEMHFWVOLNHVFLHQFHVWHFKQRORJ\EXVLQHVVDQGVRFLDO
VFLHQFHV PXFK RI WKH LQIRUPDWLRQ LQ WH[WERRNV LV QRW DV XSGDWHG DV LW VKRXOG EH $V D UHVXOW
VWXGHQWVPD\EHIRUFHGWROHDUQLQIRUPDWLRQWKDWLVLUUHOHYDQWXQLPSRUWDQWRUHYHQZURQJ2OGHU
WH[WERRNVWKDWDUHLQEDGFRQGLWLRQDOVRGLVVXDGHVWXGHQWVIURPZDQWLQJWROHDUQ7RSUHYHQWWKLV
DQGWRSURYLGHVWXGHQWVZLWKVXEVWDQWLDOLQIRUPDWLRQWH[WERRNVVKRXOGEHUHSODFHGUHJXODUO\\HW
UHDVRQDEO\HYHU\\HDUV
$OWKRXJK ODUJHO\ VXFFHVVIXO WKH RULJLQDO ,OOLQRLV 7H[WERRN /RDQ 3URJUDP ZDV LQLWLDOO\ GLVFRQWLQXHG
GXHWRHFRQRPLFKDUGVKLSVIURPWKH5HFHVVLRQEXWEHFDXVHWKHHFRQRP\KDVJUHDWO\LPSURYHGLW
VKRXOGEH UHVWDUWHG RQFH DJDLQ ,Q RUGHU WRSURYLGH WH[WERRNV VFKRRO GLVWULFWV KDYH KDG WRPDNH
PDQ\ RWKHU EXGJHWFXWVUHVXOWLQJLQ RWKHU VKRUWFRPLQJV LQ WKH HGXFDWLRQ V\VWHP DV UHSRUWHG E\
7KH&KLFDJR7ULEXQH
7KH,OOLQRLV7H[WERRN/RDQ3URJUDPZLOOEHUHVWRUHGDQGPDQDJHGXQGHUWKH,OOLQRLV6WDWH%RDUGRI
(GXFDWLRQ)XQGVRIPLOOLRQDUHWREHSURYLGHGE\WKH,OOLQRLV6WDWH/RWWHU\7H[WERRNVDUHWREH
DSSURYHGDQGUHSODFHGHYHU\WHQ\HDUVVWDUWLQJLQWKH\HDU6FKRROVLQYROYHGLQWKHSURJUDP
ZLOO KDYH WR KDYH WKHLU WH[WERRNV DSSURYHG DQG WKRVH ZKR GR QRW DSSO\ IRU DQG GLVWULEXWH WKHLU
WH[WERRNVZLOOKDYHWRSD\WKHIROORZLQJILQHVSHUVWXGHQWIRUKLJKVFKRROVSHUVWXGHQW
IRUPLGGOHVFKRROVRUMXQLRUKLJKVFKRROVDQGSHUVWXGHQWIRUHOHPHQWDU\VFKRROV,IWKHVHILQHV
DUHQRWSDLGE\WKHWKRI-DQXDU\RIWKH\HDUWKDWWH[WERRNVDUHEHLQJUHSODFHGWKHUHZLOOEHD
FRPSOHWHWHUPLQDWLRQRIWKHVFKRROµVVWDWHIXQGLQJXQWLOWKHILQHKDVEHHQSDLG
6XPPDU\,ZLOOVXSSRUWDOOOHJLVODWLRQWKDWZRUNVWRZDUGVWKHUHIXUELVKLQJDQGGLVWULEXWLQJRIIUHH
WH[WERRNV HYHU\  \HDUV WR ,OOLQRLV SXEOLF VFKRROV WKDW KDYH DW OHDVW  RI VWXGHQWVXQGHU WKH
SRYHUW\ OLQH EHFDXVH HYHQ WKRXJK QRW HYHU\RQH FDQ DIIRUG WR KDYH WKH EHVW HGXFDWLRQ HYHU\RQH
VKRXOGKDYHWKHFKDQFHWRKDYHRQH
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STATE OF ILLINOIS
Sixty-Eighth Session
Illinois Youth Legislature

Introduced by:

Referred to Committee: Blue 7

Senate Sponsor:

Danielle Kennedy

House Sponsor:

Sydney Klonowski

Co-Sponsors:

Collin Lilienthal, Ian Lilienthal

Delegation:

Bradley-Bourbonnais Community High School

A BILL
For an Act creating chapter 65, section 125, of the Illinois Compiled Statutes, relating to
emergency services.
BE IT ENACTED BY THE YMCA YOUTH LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ILLINOIS.
1
2

Section I. A database will be created to store the phone numbers of all emergency services
in different counties to quickly contact each other if the need arises.

3
4
5
6

Section II. The funding for this database will be derived from a 0.001% increase in the
Illinois sales tax. Initial revenue from the tax increase would be used to purchase the
services of a database designer. Additional revenue would be used for continued
maintenance of the database.

7
8
9
10

Section III. Illinois State Legislation will determine the company that creates the database.
The company, once paid, will be obligated to provide the database to the Illinois State
Government for distribution. This bill will not need to be enforced because the database will
be given to each emergency service.

11
12
13

Section IV. After the completion of the database, it will be distributed to all emergency
service providers in the state, including but not limited to, fire departments, police
departments, and hospitals.

14
15

Section V. This Bill shall go into effect on January 1, 2018 upon the signature of the Youth
Governor of the State of Illinois.
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H-B-26

LOBBYIST POSITION PAPER

Lobbyist Name:

Desiray Kernall

Delegation:

Bradley-Bourbonnais Community School

Aligned with Preliminary Bill #: RII-06

I encourage the YMCA Youth Legislature to pass bill RII-06, making it easier to help people in different
states or even country.
For this bill I support it 100%. It will make people that need help in different areas get help faster. This
bill is basically about if you are in a new place and you need help and someone calls 911 they can fine
you quicker than if someone calls 911 and then they have to call the state or country that you are in
911 and they have to find you a lot faster. My aunt was in Peru on a mission trip and there has been an
accident and they had to call for help. It took the ambulance about a half an hour to fine them because
they had to track them to see where they were and to figure out a way to get to them. If they would
have had this bill in placed they would have someone call 911 and tell them where they are at and
instead of trying to get ahold of Peru’s police, they would just send it out and the ambulance and police
would have been there much quicker. This bill will not only help people that need it, it will help save a lot
more lives. This bill could change the death rates when people call 911 for help and increase their
response time to get to the people. if someone else calls the cops for an emergency about someone else
and they are in a different state or country this bill will help the people figure out where that person is
and contact the police in that state or country and it will be so much quicker to find them instead of
spending time looking for where the person or people and take up time that they may or may not
have. in the website verywell.com it states that calling 911 n another state is possible but those 911
places are responsive for the people in their area not in other areas so they may not be able to get to
them in time or won’t even go at all. This shows that if this bill gets passed it will help people in a lot of
ways.
Summary: In all having this bill will not only help the people in need but it might just lower the amount
of deaths in the world by not able to get there quick enough. This bill will help will all that and have
people get help quicker then how it used to be. This bill will save lives, help with response times and help
communicate with other police into helping people.
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H-B-27

STATE OF ILLINOIS
Sixty-Eighth Session
Illinois Youth Legislature
Introduced by:

Referred to Committee: Blue 7

Senate Sponsor: Robbie McGimpsey
House Sponsor: Ben DiFranco
Co-Sponsor: Christian Dupuis
Delegation: Glenbard South High School

A BILL
For an act creating chapter 105, section 6, of Illinois compiled statutes, relating to reallocating
funds in the public education for new charter schools in DuPage County.
BE IT ENACTED BY THE YMCA YOUTH LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE ILLINOIS
1
2
3

Section I. $30,000,000 will be taken from the education budget to be construct and open up 5
charter schools in Dupage County, with $6,000,000 going to each school.

4

Section II. The schools will be opened in Bartlett, Winfield, Naperville, Elmhurst, and Darien.

5

Section III. Teachers will be non-union, and salaries will be based off of merit evaluations each year.

6
7

Section IV. The funding to the schools in the years after they are created will be based upon course
load and GPA of the students at these schools.
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H-B-28

STATE OF ILLINOIS
Sixty-Eighth Session
Illinois Youth Legislature

Introduced by:

Referred to Committee: Blue 7

Senate Sponsor:

Pavan Baloo

House Sponsor:

Sathya Todatry

Co-Sponsors:

Ryan Popko, Michael Miller

Delegation:

Metea Valley High School

A BILL
For an Act creating chapter 105 Section 129, relating to the guidelines concerning personal safety
BE IT ENACTED BY THE YMCA YOUTH LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ILLINOIS
1
2
3
4

Section I. This bill will restrict the creation and existence of ‘safe spaces’ in
Public universities and other higher education institutions in order to combat rising anti-intellectual
sentiments on college campuses and to promote open academic discourse. This will create a more
informed population in which citizens interact with diverse ideas on a daily basis.

5
6
7
8
9
10

Section II. A safe space is deemed acceptable if it is considered a psychological necessity to
accommodate students with clinically assessed psychological or medical ailments. Common ailments
include, but are not limited to, suicidal tendencies, clinical depression, schizophrenia, autism, and
PTSD. A safe space is defined as a protective zone designed to keep emotionally or intellectually
vulnerable individuals from harm. Safe spaces are not intended as a simple way for intolerant
people to turn away ideas and beliefs that differ from their own.

11
12
13
14
15
16

Section III. A state funded higher education institution must submit an official certificate that is
validated by a third party psychologist in order to create a new safe space. Similarly, existing safe
spaces in state funded higher education institutions will be required to obtain the aforementioned
certification from a medical professional in order to continue the safe space. If a higher education
institution is not compliant with these regulations, they will be subject to the process outlined in
Section IV. of this bill.
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17
18
19
20
21
22
23

Section IV. Existing safe spaces that do not pass the certification defined in this bill will be forced
to shut down. Higher education institutions will be granted a three month grace period in which
they may prepare for the closure of a safe space and inform the students. Comparatively, a
potential new safe space that does not pass the psychological certification outlined in Section III.
will be barred from being opened. Any higher education institution that does not follow through
with the closing of a safe space will be subject to the consequences outlined in Section VI. of this
bill.

24
25
26
27
28
29
30
31
32

Section V. Students that seek to use certified and accepted safe spaces must also have a
psychological ailment that would give them reason to use these safe spaces. Students who are also
forced to ruminate a past traumatic experience are allowed to employ the safe space. These past
experiences must hold a level of gravity to warrant the proper usage of a safe space. The
rumination must have a legitimate psychological impact on the state of the student itself. Examples
of a traumatic event include but are not limited to a past sexual assault, a past death of a close
family member and a vehicle accident. In doing this, students will not be allowed to breach the
sanctity of a safe space for illegitimate purposes, and those who legitimately need a safe space will
have the accommodations necessary.

33
34
35
36
37
38
39

Section VI. A public higher education institution that does not comply with the denial of a safe
space, or forced closure of a safe space, will lose 8% of their state funding for the duration that
they refuse to comply with the regulations in this bill. This money shall, at first, simply be
suspended and unused. However, failure to comply with the standards outlined by this bill within
two academic years of the first formal notice of an illegitimate safe space will result in the
suspended funds being reallocated to other facets of the higher education system. This reallocation
is to be done at the discretion of the Illinois Board of Higher Education.

40
41

Section VII. The Illinois Board of Higher Education will oversee the execution of this bill. They will
catalog the certificates and enforce the standards defined in this bill.

42
43
44

Section VIII. This bill will require no additional funding, as the cost is limited to getting the
buildings certified. These costs are negligible, and are to be handled by the higher education
institutions themselves.

45
46

Section IX. This Bill shall go into effect on June 30, 2017 in the State of Illinois upon the signature
of the Youth Governor of the State of Illinois.
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STATE OF ILLINOIS
Sixty-Eighth Session
Illinois Youth Legislature

Introduced by:

Referred to Committee: Blue 6

Senate Sponsor:

Melissa Brady

House Sponsor:

Daisy Watkins

Co-Sponsors:
Delegation:

Murphysboro High School

A BILL
For an Act amending Article IV section 6, of the Illinois Constitution, relating to term limits
for leadership roles in the General Assembly.
BE IT ENACTED BY THE YMCA YOUTH LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ILLINOIS.
1
2
3
4
5

Section I. Within the state of Illinois, the Speaker of the House of Representatives,
President of the Senate, Senate Majority Leader, Senate Minority Leader, the Majority
Leader of the House of Representatives, and the Minority Leader of the House of
Representatives may only serve four (4) terms in each respective position, or no more than
ten (10) years.

6
7
8
9
10

Section II. Persons that have completed four (4) terms or no more than ten (10) years may
continue to serve in the House of Representatives or Senate if they are re-elected to office.
Persons that have completed four (4) terms or no more than ten (10) years in any
leadership position may be elected to a different leadership position if re-elected to office
and elected to said position.

11
12
13
14

Section III. Legislators will be presented with lists containing the names of those who may
be elected in their respective house a minimum of thirty (30) days prior to the time they
convene to vote upon leadership positions. The responsibility of mailing these lists will fall
on the Secretary of State.

15
16

Section IV. This Bill shall go into effect upon the signature of the Youth Governor of Illinois
and approval by voters in ballot referendum next general election.
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STATE OF ILLINOIS
Sixty-Eighth Session
Illinois Youth Legislature

Introduced by:

Referred to Committee: Blue 7

Senate Sponsor:

Allison Terry

House Sponsor:

Emma Toomey

Co-Sponsors:

Victoria Churin, Heidi Szymborski

Delegation:

Alan B. Shepard

A BILL
For an Act creating Chapter 410, Section 53, of the Illinois Compiled Statutes, relating to
underage drinking.
BE IT ENACTED BY THE YMCA YOUTH LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ILLINOIS.
1
2
3

Section I. If any persons under the age of twenty one (21) reports that they or a peer have
been sexually assaulted while under the influence of alcohol or other substances, they will
be exempted from Minor-In-Possession and other underage drinking laws.

4
5

Section II. Solely the reporter and/or victim will be exempted from drinking underage. Other
persons present at the crime will be charged if drinking under the influence.

6

Section III. The victim or reporter will not be exempted from driving under the influence.

7
8

Section IV. The BAC (blood-alcohol content) of the victim may still be used in rape kits for
evidence of incapacitation and inability to give consent.

9
10

Section V. This Bill shall go into effect on, April 1st, 2017 upon the signature of the Youth
Governor of the State of Illinois.
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LOBBYIST POSITION PAPER

Lobbyist Name:

Millisent Caballero

Delegation:

Shepard High School

Aligned with Preliminary Bill #:

RII-22

I encourage the YMCA Youth Legislature to pass a bill that exempts underage victims of sexual assault
from being prosecuted for drinking when reporting the case.
Sexual assault is a common and very serious crime but in most cases they often go unreported.
According to the U.S. Bureau of Justice Statistics, only 15.8 to 35 percent of all sexual assaults are
reported to the police. This can be due to the fact that victims fear reprisal or feel that there is not
enough proof to justify their claim and therefore will attempt to move forward from the situation
without seeking justice. There are several more reasons why rape victims let such cases go unreported.
However, the most prominent reason is that when a victim of sexual assault is under the age of legal
consumption of alcohol, they fear being prosecuted for underage drinking. According to a study by the
National Institute of Alcohol Abuse and Alcoholism, approximately one-half of all sexual assault victims
report that they were drinking alcohol at the time of the assault. Furthermore, victims of sexual assault
under the age 18 account for 67% of all victimizations. Many victims are often bombarded with
questions such as “how much did you drink” and “were you drunk” to establish that the victim has
basically set himself or herself up for rape. Ultimately, this implies that rape is the consequence of
drinking, when in reality a rapist is the cause of assault, regardless of the circumstances. If consent is
not given, it is assault.
Due to low reporting rates, only 9% of all rapists get prosecuted. In addition, only 5% percent of cases
lead to a felony conviction. Only 3% of rapists will spend a day in prison and the other 97% have
remained without conviction by law to be able to walk free, and most likely continue such crimes. Having
said that, if more cases are to be reported by victims, the offender could now be punished and charged
by law, limiting their ability to act upon any possible victims.
The safety and well being of every victim is crucial. By extracting the possibility of being charged for
underage drinking for these victims, the state of Illinois would be able to prevent further sexual offenses
from perpetual offenders.
Summary:

I will support all legislation that promotes the removal of punishment against victims for

underage drinking when sexually assaulted.
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, HQFRXUDJH WKH <0&$ <RXWK /HJLVODWXUH WR SDVV D ELOO WKDW H[HPSWV XQGHUDJH YLFWLPV RI VH[XDO
DVVDXOWIURPEHLQJSURVHFXWHGIRUGULQNLQJZKHQUHSRUWLQJWKHFDVH
6H[XDODVVDXOWRIDGROHVFHQWVDQG\RXQJDGXOWVZRPHQKDVEHHQUHIHUUHGWRDVWKHTXLHWHSLGHPLF
EHFDXVH LW KDSSHQV DW VXFK KLJK UDWHV \HW LV UDUHO\ UHSRUWHG WR WKH DXWKRULWLHV 7KLV LV WKH PRVW
XQGHUUHSRUWHGFULPHDVRIVH[XDOVDOWVRUQRWUHSRUWHGWRWKHSROLFH6HYHUDOUHDVRQVSURPSW
WKH UDSH YLFWLPV WR OHW WKH FDVH JR XQUHSRUWHG 0DQ\ YLFWLPV UHIXVHG WR WHOO RWKHUV DERXW WKH
DVVDXOWEHFDXVHWKH\IHDUWKDWWKH\ZLOOEHGRXEWHGRUZLOOEHVHHQDVLQIHULRU,QPDQ\FDVHVRWKHU
YLFWLPVPD\QRWUHDOL]HWKDWWKH\KDYHDFWXDOO\H[SHULHQFHGOHJDOO\GHILQHGUDSHRUVH[XDODVVDXOW
EHFDXVH WKH LQFLGHQW GRHV QRW ILW WKH W\SLFDO VFHQDULR RI XQZDQWHG UDSH 7KH PRVW SURPLQHQW
UHDVRQKRZHYHULVWKDWPDQ\UDSHYLFWLPVGRQRWUHSRUWWKHFDVHGXHWRWKHIDFWWKDWGXULQJWKH
LQFLGHQW WKH\ ZHUH XQGHU WKH LQIOXHQFH DQG WKXV DUH DIUDLG RI EHLQJ SURVHFXWHG IRU GULQNLQJ
XQGHUDJH 061 HGXFDWLRQ FHQWHU UHSRUWV WKDW  RI WKH WLPH WKH RIIHQGHU RU YLFWLP KDYH EHHQ
GULQNLQJ SULRU WR VH[XDOWDVVDXOW RFFXULQJ 7KLV JRHV WR VKRZ KRZ PHUHO\ D VLJQLILFDQW DPRXQW RI
VH[XDODVVDXOWVDUHIURPWKDWLPSDLUHGMXGJHPHQWEXWLQWKHHQGDOOWKHSHUVRQZKRFRPPLWWHGWKH
FULPH LV OLDEOH DQG UHVSRQVLEOH QHYHU WKH YLFWLP 7KLV VKRXOG DSSO\ WR WKH FDVH ZKHUH WKH
ZRPHQYLFWLPVZHUHGUXQNDVZHOO
061HGXFDWLRQFHQWHUDOVRSRLQWVRXWWKDWZRPHQZKRDUHDVVDXOWHGXQGHUWKHLQIOXHQFHRIDOFRKRO
RIWHQ EODPH WKHPVHOYHV )URP WKLV LW QHHGV WR EH UHFRJQL]HG WKDW SRWHQWLDOO\ UHPRYLQJ WKH
SXQLVKPHQW IRU XQGHUDJH GULQNLQJ FRXOG SXW D KDOW RU UDWKHU ORZHU WKH UDWH DW ZKLFK WKH VH[XDO
DVVDXOWV DUH RFFXUULQJ WR WKHVH YLFWLPV %HFDXVH WKH FDVHV JR XQUHSRUWHG WKH RIIHQGHU LV PRVW
OLNHO\WRFRQWLQXHWKHFULPH$QGVRLIWKHFDVHJHWVUHSRUWHGE\WKHYLFWLPWKHRIIHQGHULVFKDUJHG
RQFHDQGIRUDOODQGUHSHUFXVVLRQVRFFXUDJDLQVWWKHP
7KHVDIHW\DQGZHOOEHLQJRIHYHU\YLFWLPLVFUXFLDO%\UHPRYLQJSRWHQWLDOSXQLVKPHQWXSRQWKHVH
YLFWLPV EHFDXVH WKH\ ZHUH XQGHU WKH LQIOXHQFH WKH VWDWH RI ,OOLQRLV ZRXOG KHOS WKHVH FDVHV JHW
UHSRUWHGDQGSUHYHQWIXUWKHUFULPHVRIVH[XDORIIHQVHIURPKDSSHQLQJ
6XPPDU\ , ZLOO VXSSRUW DOO OHJLVODWLRQ WKDW SURPRWHV WKH UHPRYDO RI SXQLVKPHQW DJDLQVW YLFWLPV
IRUXQGHUDJHGULQNLQJZKHQVH[XDOO\DVVDXOWHG
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STATE OF ILLINOIS
Sixty-Eighth Session
Illinois Youth Legislature

Introduced by:

Referred to Committee: Blue 1

Senate Sponsor:

Chloe Brougham

House Sponsor:

Alyssa Radakovich

Co-Sponsors:

Eileen Fey, Isaiah Adams

Delegation:

Oswego

A BILL
For an Act amending Chapter 105 Section 5 Article 27, of the Illinois Compiled Statutes,
relating to evolution in the science curriculum.
BE IT ENACTED BY THE YMCA YOUTH LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ILLINOIS.
1
2
3
4

Section I. At any academic level in a public school, all content, directly or indirectly,
referring to the variation of organisms over time must be addressed as the theory of
evolution as well as be explicitly taught and credited as the theory that is supported by the
scientific community and is the current central unifying theory of biology.

5
6
7

Section II. Educators will be trusted to teach their content according to the new state
statute. Local school districts would be responsible for any disciplinary actions through the
current teacher evaluation procedure.

8
9

Section III. The Illinois State Board of Education is responsible for enforcing the state
curriculum with each local school district.

10
11

Section IV. This mandate will need no funding since this topic is already a part of the
science curriculum and it just changes the language of instruction.

12
13

Section IV. This Bill shall go into effect on February 12, 2018 upon the signature of the
Youth Governor of the State of Illinois.
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S-B-02

STATE OF ILLINOIS
Sixty- Eighth Session
Illinois Youth Legislature

Introduced by:

Referred to Committee: Blue 1

Senate Sponsor:

Jimmy Anders

House Sponsor:

Bailey Carruthers

Co-Sponsors:

Joe Sikma & Max Memenga

Delegation:

Bradley-Bourbonnais Community High School

A BILL
For an Act creating Article 105 5/2-3.136, of the Illinois Compiled Statutes, relating to
quality education.
BE IT ENACTED BY THE YMCA YOUTH LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ILLINOIS.
1
2
3

Section I. This bill will mandate the maximum classroom size for core curriculum classes
(Mathematics, English, Science, and Social Sciences) within public school systems according
to grade level.

4
5
6

Section II. The class size for each grade breakdown section will be as follows: Grade levels
Pre-K-3 shall not exceed 18 pupils per teacher. Grade levels 4-8 shall not exceed 20 pupils
per teacher. Grade levels 9-12 shall not exceed 22 pupils per teacher.

7

Section III. Non-core curriculum classes are not affected by this bill.

8
9
10

Section IV. Funding shall be obtained by a state-wide 2 percent tax upon luxury items (cars,
motor craft vehicles, jewelry, entertainment events, furniture, and electronics) as well as a
state-wide one percent tax on all alcoholic and tobacco-based products.

11
12
13

Section V. This funding shall be used for the payment of the new teachers that shall be
employed for the surplus of students. Funding may also be used for the addition of annex
classrooms adjacent to the building of the school does not have adequate classrooms.

14
15
16

Section VI. School districts that do not abide by this bill shall be punished by a
postponement of all grants appropriated towards the district. All districts over the
constituted limit must show regression of two pupils per school year.
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17
18
19
20
21

Section VII. School districts may use teaching strategies that include the assignment of
more than one teacher to a classroom of students. In context, at least one member of the
teaching team must have at least three years of teaching experience, at least one member
of the team must be teaching in-field, and the teachers must be trained in team-teaching
methods within one year after assignment.

22
23
24
25
26
27
28
29
30

Section VIII. A student who enrolls in school after the start date of this mandate and the
school’s start date may be assigned to an existing class that temporarily exceeds the
maximum number of students if the district determines it to be impractical, educationally
unsound, or disruptive to student learning to not assign the student to the class. If this
determination is made: Up to three students may be assigned to a teacher in prekindergarten through grade three above the 18-pupil limit set forth in Section I. Up to five
students may be assigned to a teacher in grades 4-12 above the maximum set forth in
Section I and the district school board shall develop a plan that provides that the school will
be in full compliance with the maximum class size

31
32

Section VIIII. This Bill shall go into effect on July 31, 2017 upon the signature of the Youth
Governor of the State of Illinois.
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Lobbyist Name:

Zachary Rayman

Delegation:

Bradley-Bourbonnais Community High School

Aligned with Preliminary Bill #:

RII-07

I encourage the YMCA youth legislature to pass a bill that mandates a limit on class size in core
curriculum classes in our state’s schools.
Our schools should be mandated to have smaller classroom sizes, because it will benefit students
and faculty who attend learning institutions on both an academic and emotional level. Students
need a more individualized approach in their learning, especially at younger levels, so that they may
learn at a better pace and keep up with the rest of a classroom in understanding the material. In
many cases, teachers must focus on the class as a whole because there are too many students to
help everyone who is struggling individually. This can often put a burden on teachers, who want to
help all of their students succeed, but cannot take the time to specialize to one student’s needs.
Class sizes should be smaller because students who fall behind often are left behind, setting them
on a path towards academic failure. In a study conducted by the NEA, kindergarten classes of only
13-17 students were on average one month ahead in their lessons compared to a class containing
22-25 students. This advanced progress doubled to two months ahead of schedule by the second
grade.
Smaller class sizes in our school system would greatly increase academic achievement for students
of all ages. By mandating smaller class sizes, the State of Illinois could ensure that that future
generations of students will graduate from our school system as more educated and productive
members of society.
Summary: I will support all legislation that mandates smaller classroom sizes in Illinois schools.
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STATE OF ILLINOIS
Sixty-Eighth Session
Illinois Youth Legislature
Introduced by:

Referred to Committee: Blue 1

Senate Sponsor:

Dylan Barnick

House Sponsor:

Rogan Duggan

Co-Sponsors:

William Powers

Delegation:

Glenbard South

A BILL
For an Act creating Chapter 35, Section 18, of the Illinois Compiled Statutes , relating to
Income Tax exemption for minors.
BE IT ENACTED BY THE YMCA YOUTH LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ILLINOIS.
1

Section I. Minors who are employed will be exempt from the Illinois state income tax.

2
3

Section II. Upon turning 18, employers will be required to begin deducting pay for the state
income tax from an employee’s paycheck

4
5
6
7

Section III. Like all other taxes, this will be enforced by the Illinois Department of Revenue.
The Department of Revenue, will hold the employers responsible for the implementation and
witholding of the income tax. Failure to report the witholdings will leave the employers
subject to current state laws regarding the failure to report taxes.

8
9

Section IV. This Bill shall go into effect on January 1st, 2018 upon the signature of the
Youth Governor of the State of Illinois.
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Introduced by:

Referred to Committee: Blue 1

Senate Sponsor:

Pamela Kobeszko

House Sponsor:

Agne Siupienius

Co-Sponsors:

Greta Qano, Alyssa Sitkowski

Delegation:

Addison Trail High School

A BILL
For an Act Ammending Chapter 105 Section 34-2.3, of the Illinois Compiled Statutes,
relating to Fundraising For the Homeless.
BE IT ENACTED BY THE YMCA YOUTH LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ILLINOIS.
1
2

Section I. This bill will set aside one week during the school year dedicated to fundraising
activities for charitable associations.

3
4
5

Section II. One of the days must be dedicated to the local homeless community. By raising
money and awareness, all students and staff will broaden their knowledge on local or
national issues.

6
7

Section III. All proceeds must go directly towards the school’s choice of their approved
association.

8

Section IV. School districts that fail to follow this law will jeopardize their state funding.

9
10

Section V. This Bill shall go into effect on August 1st, 2017 upon the signature of the Youth
Governor of the State of Illinois.
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STATE OF ILLINOIS
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Introduced by:

Referred to Committee: Blue 2

Senate Sponsor: Ethan Sowl
House Sponsor: Luke Angelillo
Co-Sponsors:

Ryan Mitchell

Delegation:

Glenbard South High School
A BILL

For an act creating chapter 105, section 6, of Illinois compiled statutes, relating to creating a
minimum number of guidance counselors available at public schools based upon student population.
BE IT ENACTED BY THE YMCA YOUTH LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ILLINOIS
1
2
3

Section I. In each public high school in Illinois, there shall be a ratio of students to teachers such
that each guidance counselor has no more than 100 students under their jurisdiction; in other
words, 100 students; 1 guidance counselor

4
5
6

Section II. Each guidance counselor is responsible for offering, and if accepted scheduling in a
timely manner, a meeting twice a semester to discuss grades, classes, extracurricular and plans
beyond high school

7
8
9
10

Section III: In addition, students will also be guaranteed at least two opportunities to make other
optional meetings with their counselor. Students will be required to make a written request if they
wish to receive a meeting within the next week. If requested in a timely manner, it will be the
responsibility of the counselor to schedule said meeting.

11
12

Section IV: In order to allocate funds for hiring new counselors, the State will pay for this by
issuing a one and a quarter (1.25) percent increase on corporate income taxes

13
14

Section V: Should a school not comply with the proposed legislation, they will be fined one
thousand ($1000) dollars per semester until they can accommodate the students’ needs

15
16

Section VI:: Enforcement shall be upon the judgement of the state’s Board of Education. Questions
and concerns regarding this issue are to be conversed with said sector.
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STATE OF ILLINOIS
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Introduced by:

Referred to Committee: Blue 2

Senate Sponsor:

Jacob Chimack

House Sponsor:

Josh Laurich

Co-Sponsors:

Andrew Hunter and Aaron Walker

Delegation:

Batavia

A BILL
For an Act creating Chapter 105, Article lA, Section 50, of the Illinois Compiled
Statutes, relating to starting times for Illinois public schools.
BE IT ENACTED BY THE YMCA YOUTH LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ILLINOIS.
1
2
3
4
5
6

Section I. This bill shall change the starting time of elementary, middle, and high
schools across the state of Illinois. The set starting time for middles schools in Illinois will
be at 7:30 am, the starting time for elementary schools will start at 8:00 am, and high
schools will start at 8:30 am. These selected times will not affect the bus routes of
Illinois. Each bus driver will continue to drive three different bus routes but the
schedule of picking up/dropping off students will be flipped around.

7
8
9

Section II. If a school does not comply with this bill, the Department of Education will
deduct 3% of the school's total income and will continue to increase 3% every four
months until the school converts.

10

Section III. No funding will be required.

11
12

Section IV. This Bill shall go into effect on June 1, 2017 upon the signature of the Youth
Governor of the State of Illinois.
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Introduced by:

Referred to Committee: Blue 2

Senate Sponsor:

Leslie Martinez

House Sponsor:

Alexa Sanchez

Co-Sponsors:

Perla Castaneda

Delegation:

Eisenhower
A BILL

For an Act Creating Chapter 410 Section 1, of the Illinois Compiled Statutes, relating to
Human Milk Banking.
BE IT ENACTED BY THE YMCA YOUTH LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ILLINOIS.
1
2
3
4
5

Section I. All agencies, state-owned and privately-owned, hospitals, as well as independent
parties partaking in the processing and/or distribution of human milk is required to have a
license as distributed by the Illinois Department of Public Health (IDPH). All agencies must
undergo an inspection and meet all health code standards as designated by the state and
the Illinois Department of Public Health.

6
7
8

Section II. The application and renewal fee for the license will be $750. The license should
be renewed annually by all state and private agencies. All monies collected through licensing
and sale by state agencies will be used to fund IDPH Child Care Assistance Programs.

9
10
11
12

Section III. Hospitals are exempt from human milk banking licensure and are therefore not
authorized to sell human milk. If a party wishes to donate, any donated milk must be done
through hospitals. Donated milk is not authorized for sale, but may be distributed by these
facilities to mothers in need.

13
14
15
16
17

Section IV. All mothers must be thoroughly informed by a healthcare professional on the
processing and distribution of human milk prior to partaking in the actions of donating,
selling, or purchasing human milk. All mothers must be informed that their milk is protected
under state law. Upon receiving the information, all mothers must sign a terms and
conditions form as proof of completion.

18
19
20

Section V. All agencies and private parties have 90 days to comply with the law. Failure to
comply will result in an initial fine of $1000 with a $200 monthly subsequent fine until
compliant from the IDPH. Fines shall be administered and collected by the IDPH.

21
22

Section VI. This Bill shall go into effect on July 1, 2017 upon the signature of the Youth
Governor of the State of Illinois.
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STATE OF ILLINOIS
Sixty-Eighth Session
Illinois Youth Legislature

Introduced by:

Referred to Committee: Blue 2

Senate Sponsor:

Brendan Deturris

House Sponsor:

Jared Dunnett

Co-Sponsors:

Maddie Chew

Delegation:

Naperville North

A BILL
For an Act amending Chp 110 ILCS 75/1, of the Illinois Compiled Statutes, relating to
Illinois Department of Education..
BE IT ENACTED BY THE YMCA YOUTH LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ILLINOIS.
1
2
3
4

Section I. This bill has been created in order to provide compensation for college athletes
that play major sports. These sports have been a source of financial gain for their
universities, and paying these athletes allows players to receive compensation for their
contribution to the school.

5
6
7

Section II. The money that needs to be raised in order to pay these athletes will be raised
from the money profited by the university from ticket sales, sports merchandise sales, and
any other forms of profit relating to the athletics of the university.

8
9
10
11

Section III. The athletes being paid must attend one of the following public universities:
University of Illinois, University of Illinois at Chicago, Illinois State University, Northern
Illinois University, Western Illinois University, Southern Illinois University, and Eastern
Illinois University.

12
13
14
15
16
17
18

Section IV. These athletes will only be paid if they participate in a varsity sport. In order to
sufficiently pay these athletes for their performance, the university will divide 2% of the
money earned from the athletic department evenly amongst the athletes that participate in
the sports listed above. The money that is divided may come from the sale of merchandise,
ticket sales, entry fees, or any other way in which the university makes money from athletic
teams. All athletes will be paid the same amount of money, as long as they participate in
one of the major sports included in this bill.
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Section V. If one of these specific universities does not comply with the terms listed in this
bill, the university will be punished. The penalty for a university that fails to comply with the
rules and regulations of this bill is that funding will be cut by the Department of Education.
In order to penalize the university, money that has been provided to the university,
specifically to the athletic departments, will no longer be provided. Any money that has
been used for other departments of the university will continue to be given.

25
26

Section VI. This Bill shall go into effect on March 1, 2017 upon the signature of the Youth
Governor of the State of Illinois.
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Introduced by:

Referred to Committee: Blue 3

Senate Sponsor:

Scott Norekis

House Sponsor:

Brett Hanna

Co-Sponsors:

Matt Hultman & Quin Cronin

Delegation:

Andrew

A BILL
For an Act Amending Chapter 720 ILCS 5/12-7.1, of the Illinois Compiled Statutes, relating
to Hate Crimes Act.
BE IT ENACTED BY THE YMCA YOUTH LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ILLINOIS.
1
2

Section I. This bill shall amend the State of Illinois Hate Crimes Act in paragraph (a),
inserting language covering “law enforcement, firefighter/EMS, and emergency personnel”.

3
4
5

Section II. This bill aims to reduce the amounts of physical and non-verbal personal attacks
directed toward law enforcement officers, fire fighters and emergency personnel by adding
their categories to the list of individuals covered by the Illinois Hate Crimes Act.

6
7
8
9

Section III. An individual or group alleged to have committed an offence covered by the
Illinois Hate Crimes Act shall be charged to the extent of the provisions already stated in
the Act, if deemed so by a grand jury or state’s attorney, and acted upon by the state
judicial branch.

10
11

Section IV. This Bill shall go into effect on July 1, 2017 upon the signature of the Youth
Governor of the State of Illinois.
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Lobbyist Name:

Seth Myers

Delegation:

Andrew

Aligned with Preliminary Bill #:

RII-02

I encourage the Youth legislature associated with the YMCA organization to pass legislation that
will help protect innocent people who are in the emergency responder line of work. In our country
now, more people are deciding to attack our emergency personnel. This piece of legislation aims to
impose a sharper punishment on people convicted of hate crimes against emergency personnel.
Merriam Webster dictionary defines a hate crime as such: a crime motivated by racial, sexual, or
other prejudice, typically one involving violence.
We only have 1.2 million people employed as first responders. This number is not as high as it
should be because people are scared to become a first responder because of the risks of being
attacked or killed in an emergency. Even though the amount of violent crimes that lead to fatalities
are decreasing, the number of people who attack police officers deliberately are steadily going up.
We believe that anyone who attacks emergency personnel should face the full force of the Hate
Crimes Act. This Act currently imposes a 10-year jail sentence and it increases in length depending
on what happened as a result of the hate crimes. I believe that this should be enforced so that our
emergency personnel can do their jobs without a fear of being attacked by the people they are
trying to protect or save
Summary: I will support all legislation that places attacks on emergency personnel (police, fire, and
EMS), a hate crime in accordance with the Illinois Hate Crimes Act.
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STATE OF ILLINOIS
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Introduced by:

Referred to Committee: Blue 3

Senate Sponsor:

Maddie Pietranek

House Sponsor:

Itzel Astudillo

Co-Sponsors:

Sydney Pilling, Priyal Patel

Delegation:

Carmel Catholic

A BILL
For an Act Amending Chapter 625, Section 6-103, of the Illinois Compiled Statutes, relating
to the Illinois Vehicle Code.
BE IT ENACTED BY THE YMCA YOUTH LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ILLINOIS.
1
2

Section I. All people applying for a driver’s license in the state of Illinois must take a state
approved driving course.

3
4

Section II. All people re-applying for a driver’s license after ten years of an expired license
must retake a state approved driving course.

5
6
7
8
9
10
11
12

Section III. All people renewing a driver’s license over the age of seventy-five must take the
state road exam and also the driving written test given by the Department of motor
vehicles. If it is found they cannot perform the tasks of a safe driver, and or fail the driving
written test, their license will be revoked, until they are eligible to take the test(s) again. In
order to be eligible to retake the test after failing, they must complete a driver’s safety
course consisting of six hours of classroom and four hours behind the wheel. However, if
the person only failed the written driving test, they are eligible to take the alternative
online driving safety course.

13
14
15
16
17
18

Section IV. All people renewing a driver’s license over the age of seventy-five who have
failed their driving test three times must complete a state approved driving safety course
before being eligible to retake the driving test. If it is found that they cannot pass the test
again, they may retake the test once more, after six months of the last failed test. If the
driver takes, and fails the third test they will follow the Illinois Vehicle Code, stating that
after third attempt the driver must complete a full driver’s education course.
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Section V. The Department of motor vehicles will be responsible for the enforcement of this
program.

21
22
23
24
25
26
27
28

Section VI. There will be minimum funding required, which will be paid for by the cost of the
additional tests, and the fees for taking the available online course. Online six hour courses
will cost $60 and this fee will include the cost for the course materials, course access and
certificate of completion. This bill needs minimal funding because the costs are only for the
setup of the online course, and it’s maintenance. The Department of motor vehicles will be
responsible for this program, and will collect its profits. The new program will be funded
from the people over the age of 21 who are new license holders. The fees will be used in
supplying more personal at the DMV.

29
30

Section VII. This Bill shall go into effect on January 1, 2018 upon the signature of the
Youth Governor of the State of Illinois.
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STATE OF ILLINOIS
Sixty-Eighth Session
Illinois Youth Legislature
Introduced by:

Referred to Committee: Blue 3

Senate Sponsor:

Peyton D'Orazio

House Sponsor:

Grace Tulley

Co-Sponsors:

Abby Histed

Delegation:

Northeast Independent

A BILL
For an ·Act amending Chapter 20 Section 2215 Article 4, of the Illinois Compiled Statutes, relating
to transparency in pricing for medical supplies and services.
BE IT ENACTED BY THE YMCA YOUTH LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ILLINOIS.
1
2

Section I. All state-licensed medical facilities and providers are required to provide consumers
with an updated price list for supplies and services frequently used and performed.

3
4
5
6
7

Section II. Facilities and providers are responsible for presenting prices directly to consumers
in an organized manner, including but not limited to, a tangible sign, online reference page, or
other medium. Facilities and providers are also responsible for reporting prices to the Illinois
Department of Public Health for posting on the Illinois Hospital Report Card website. Prices
must be updated annually, at the close of the provider's fiscal year.

8
9
10
11

Section III. If a facility or provider fails to comply with said regulation of posted prices, the
state will require a fine of $100 per patient treated the year prior by that facility or
provider. The Illinois Department of Public Health is the agency responsible for enforcing
fines.

12
13

Section IV. This Bill shall go into effect on January 1st, 2018 upon the signature of the Youth
Governor of the State of Illinois.
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Introduced by:

Referred to Committee: Blue 3

Senate Sponsor:

Areli Herrera

House Sponsor:

Anastasia Bicolli

Co-Sponsors:

Joanna Szustek

Delegation:

Metea Valley
A BILL

For an Act amending Chapter 720 Article 5 Section 33, of the Illinois Compiled Statutes,
relating to anti-corruption
BE IT ENACTED BY THE YMCA YOUTH LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ILLINOIS.

1
2

Section I. Politicians, at both State and Local levels, will hereby be prohibited from
accepting campaign/donation money from the special interests they regulate.

3
4
5

Section II. “Special interests” shall hereby be defined as: Any agency, industry, company,
organization, and/or lobbyists that fall under the politician’s regulation. This includes any
executives, employees, and/or volunteers for these groups.

6
7
8
9

Section III. Cases relating to this issue shall be prosecuted under established bribery laws
within the Illinois Compiled Statutes. It shall be prosecutable as a Class 2 Felony, punishable
by 3-7 years imprisonment and a maximum fine of $25,000, as ruled by Illinois Courts of
Law.

10
11

Section IV. This Bill shall go into effect on June 30th, 2017 upon the signature of the Youth
Governor of the State of Illinois.
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Introduced by:

Referred to Committee: Blue 4

Senate Sponsor:

Sophia Bos-Shadi

House Sponsor:

Tarek Bos-Shadi

Co-Sponsors:
Delegation:

Bradley-Bourbonnais Community High School

A BILL
For an Act amending Article 72-, Chapter 56, Sections 1-19,, of the Illinois
Compiled Statutes, relating to marijuana use.
BE IT ENACTED BY THE YMCA YOUTH LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ILLINOIS.
1
2

Section I. Marijuana use outside of medicinal or prescribed use will be deemed
the state of Illinois for adults of legal age of twenty-one (21).

3
4

Section II. Every law in existence of the Illinois Compiled Statues that criminalizes the use of
marijuana will be abolished.

5
6

Section III. Any person that commits a violent crime while under the influence of marijuana
will be susceptible to punishment per laws associated with the violent crime.

7
8

Section IV. Current records or judicial sentences relating to non-violent marijuana usage will
be absolved and pardoned after the effective date upon the passage of this bill.

9
10

Section V. The sale of marijuana will be permitted, pending a business apply for and be
granted a commercial business license within the state of Illinois.

11
12

Section VI. The state of Illinois will be permitted to collect a sales tax of 6.25% as well as
any additional local taxes that apply.

13
14
15

Section VII. Twenty percent of all revenue collected through taxes on the sale of marijuana
as well as the revenue saved on average by removing non-violent marijuana offenders from
state prisons will go towards rehabilitating and acclimating released prisoners to society.
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Section VIII. The legal limit for THC concentration in an individual’s blood while they drive
will be five nanograms per milliliter of blood.

18
19
20
21
22
23
24

Section IX.If a police officer pulls an individual over under the suspicion that the individual
is driving under the influence of marijuana the officer will be required to call a drug
recognition evaluator to the scene to check for signs that the individual is impaired from
marijuana usage. If the officer has undergone the necessary training to be deemed a drug
recognition evaluator they will be permitted to evaluate the scene without the assistance of
another drug recognition expert. If the drug recognition evaluator deems the individual is
under the influence they will be taken into the local police station to conduct a blood test.

25
26

Section X. This Bill shall go into effect on January, 1st 2018 upon the signature of the
Youth Governor of the State of Illinois.
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Introduced by:

Referred to Committee: Blue 4

Senate Sponsor:

Bryce Thomas

House Sponsor:

Julio Chazaro

Co-Sponsors:

Nicole Thompson, Paul Davis

Delegation:

Carmel Catholic

A BILL
For an Act Amending Chapter 730, Section 20, of the Illinois Compiled Statutes, relating to
the Adult Redeploy Program.
BE IT ENACTED BY THE YMCA YOUTH LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ILLINOIS.
1
2
3

Section I. This bill will help reintroduce non-violent criminal offenders to society by helping
them get jobs with nonprofit organizations, as well as providing housing and proper
identification.

4
5
6
7
8
9
10
11

Section II. With the aid of organizations such as Mercy Housing and Volunteers of America
Housing the state will provide group housing for newly released inmates. This will allow
them to transition from prison to the community. They will also be provided with ways to
communicate with their families. Newly released inmates will need to complete Newly
released inmates will be mandated to complete five hours of community service a week for
three months to receive the benefits of this bill. Community service hours will be monitored
by a Department of Corrections officer, who will be asked to remain in contact with the
offender during their service period.

12
13
14
15
16
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Section III. Criminals with non-violent offenses will be provided public counseling and job
training. Offenders would commit to community service with local non-profit organizations
in order to fully benefit from the bill. The State would help the offenders with obtaining the
proper identification and or training to receive a steady job within their local community.
The Illinois Department of Corrections and the Illinois Secretary of State will work together
to help criminals receive access to proper identification upon their release from prison.
There will be on charges issued to a released inmate for an Identification card. Criminals
would also need support to help them find and keep a job and not end up back in prison.
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The newly released inmates will also be provided work clothes from organizations such as
Bridge to Success, in Chicago, which offers clothing assistance, as well as coaching, to men
and women to prepare them for interviews.

23
24
25
26
27
28

Section IV. The state will reallocate funds to local jurisdictions within the Redeploy program
using the Grant Revenue Fund. The management and distribution of these funds will be
tasked to the Adult Redeploy Illinois Oversight Board. This board consist of many different
probation departments, state agencies, and community-based groups. The co-chairs are the
Secretary of the department of human service, and the director of the department of
corrections. With the aid of non-profit organizations, we will be able to sustain this bill.

29
30
31
32
33
34

Section V. The state of Illinois will provide small incentives to businesses who hire nonviolent offenders. Incentives would include a minor tax reduction to get businesses to
participate and hire offenders out of prison. Businesses would need to file a hiring report
for the year and there would be a reduction for every criminal that the business had hired
from the previous year. Any tax reductions or incentives would be given to the business the
next year.

35
36

Section VI. This Bill shall go into effect on January 1, 2018 upon the signature of the Youth
Governor of the State of Illinois.
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Lobbyist Name:

Connor Pierson

Delegation:

Carmel Catholic

Bill #: RI-12

I encourage the YMCA Youth Legislature to pass a bill that mandates rehabilitation of convicted
criminals into productive members of society.
Counties should be mandated to offer convicts who have recently come out of prison with programs to
integrate them back into society. Because they need to have some help, or they will turn to crime or end
up homeless. Our prisoners need to be reintegrated into society or they will continue to be liabilities in
society, such as being homeless or returning to crime. As a cause of an inability to get a job that can
support themselves. They should be put into programs that give them jobs with other released convicts.
This is because released prisoners struggle to find jobs, as their criminal background make it so that
employers overlook them when they apply for jobs.
When prisoners are released, these people have no money, and some don't even have any family or
friends, and these people are expected to live productive lives.With programs that give released
prisoners jobs, they would no longer end up back in prison or end up homeless. This would allow them to
give back to society, by paying taxes, instead of leeching of taxpayer money for the rest of their lives..
All criminals regardless of age, gender, race, or severity in crime should be given an equal opportunity to
be rehabilitated. According to the statistics gathered by the Bureau of Justice Statistics, 75% of all
released prisoners were arrested within the first 5 years of release in 2014. 37% of prisoners who were
arrested within five years of release were arrested within the first six months after release, with more
than half 57% arrested by the end of the first year.
Rehabilitation programs in counties would protect our citizens, and protect/integrate prisoners back into
society. By mandating rehabilitation programs in local counties, the country would have much more
prisoners who gave back to society, instead of being incarcerated.
Summary:
I will support all legislation that promotes rehabilitation of criminals into productive
members of society
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Introduced by:

Referred to Committee: Blue 4

Senate Sponsor:

Nancy Montes

House Sponsor:

Carlos Oliva

Co-Sponsors:

Michael Basta, Sarah Haskell

Delegation:

Eisenhower

A BILL
For an Act Creating Chapter 415 Section 20, of the Illinois Compiled Statutes, relating to
Solid Waste Management Act.
BE IT ENACTED BY THE YMCA YOUTH LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ILLINOIS.
1
2
3

Section I. A $25 increase in the landfill tipping fee per disposal for Municipal Solid Waste
will be applied. The cost difference accrued will be the responsibility of each separate
municipality using the landfill.

4
5
6
7

Section II. If the municipality chooses to transfer the cost difference to its residents, there
will be an incentive for those whom choose to compost. This incentive will come in the form
of a tax rebate. The rebate amount shall be determined and adjusted by each municipality
on a yearly basis on a cost ratio.

8
9

Section III. Proof of compost will be verified by the separate municipality workers. Based on
the assessment by the representative, the tax rebate will be issued.

10
11
12
13
14

Section IV. Municipalities participating in the compost rebate program may submit a state
tax write-off form from the Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) for proof of lessening
the landfill burden and reducing overall waste. Tax write-offs will be awarded based on
proof of less tipping in local landfills. Municipalities must prove a reduction of at least 10%
to be eligible for the tax write-off.

15
16

Section V. This Bill shall go into effect on June 1, 2017 upon the signature of the Youth
Governor of the State of Illinois.
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Introduced by:

Referred to Committee: Blue 4

Senate Sponsor:

Ari Bermudez

House Sponsor:

Gabi Trespalacios

Co-Sponsors:

Lauren Anderson

Delegation:

Naperville Central High School
A BILL

For an Act Amending Chapter 105, Section 5, Article 1B-13, of the Illinois Compiled
Statutes, relating to school mascots.
BE IT ENACTED BY THE YMCA YOUTH LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ILLINOIS.
1
2
3
4

Section I. Illinois high schools must change their school’s mascots, athletic team’s name,
and nicknames if they involve the use of racial or discriminatory language. Schools must
select a new name, mascot, or nickname and will refrain from purchasing or distributing
uniforms to school employees and students that are deemed offensive.

5
6
7
8
9

Section II. Schools will refrain from purchasing and creating any yearbook, newspaper,
media, or program that uses the prohibited mascot, athletic team name, or nickname for the
sale and distribution to any school employees or students new purchases on marquees,
signs, murals, or any other decorative addition to the school should refrain from using the
prohibited mascots, athletic team names, or nicknames.

10
11
12
13

Section III. Schools that use the prohibited schools’ athletic team name, mascot, or
nickname on the interior or exterior of their facility, must remove the restricted name no
later than the next time that part of the facility is replaced in the normal course of
maintenance.

14
15
16

Section IV. It is intended that the school’s new mascot, athletic team name, or nickname
does not immediately require a replacement of materials or structures to be replaced
without the enactment of this article.

17
18

Section V. Schools must meet these new guidelines by the first day of their upcoming school
year in 2017. If the school fails to cooperate, general state funding will be cut.

19

Section VI. No funding necessary.

20
21

Section VII. This Bill shall go into effect on August 1, 2017 upon the signature of the Youth
Governor of the State of Illinois.
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Introduced by:

Referred to Committee: Blue 5

Senate Sponsor:

Nicole Kaminski

House Sponsor:

Samantha Butzen

Co-Sponsors:

Liz Kang, Matthew Schumaker

Delegation:

Carl Sandburg High School

A BILL
For an Act amending Act 235, Article 6, Chapter 5, Section 6-20, of the Illinois
Compiled Statutes, relating to Alcohol Immunity.
BE IT ENACTED BY THE YMCA YOUTH LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ILLINOIS.
1
2
3

Section I. A person under the age of 21 (twenty-one), who calls 9-1-1 to report an
emergency situation, who is under the influence, cannot be taken into custody, charged, or
convicted for under-age consumption of alcohol.

4
5

Section II. The person is exempt from charges for underage consumption of alcohol, minor
possession of alcohol, public intoxication, and minor transport of alcohol under this law.

6
7

Section III. If the caller is breaking any law other than the ones exempted in section II at
the scene, they may be charged for those offenses.

8
9
10
11

Section IV. In order for this exemption to be valid, the caller must act in good faith by
complying with law enforcement officials. The caller must provide his/her full name, answer
any questions the emergency responder or officer has for them, remain on the scene until
medical assistance or police arrive, and be cooperative with authorities at the scene.

12
13
14

Section V. This limited exemption will not apply if law enforcement officials have probable
cause or reasonable suspicion to detain, arrest, or search the person who made the phone
call.

15
16

Section VI. This Bill shall go into effect on January 1, 2018 upon the signature of the Youth
Governor of the State of Illinois.
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Lobbyist Name:

Jenny Kang

Delegation:

Carl Sandburg High School

Aligned with Preliminary Bill #: RII-11

Most underage drinking people can be in danger of consuming alcohol, for example like alcohol poisoning
and in these situations there must be someone whom should call 9-1-1 or it can even result to death.
According to The Medical Amnesty Initiative, 68% of teens report they fear getting in trouble and being
cited by law enforcement when they drink. When someone is in a dangerous situation because of
drinking alcohol, you will have no option but to call the ambulance. However there are times where
underage drinkers hesitate during this situation because you might get in trouble with the law. In Cornell
University, they have recorded that there were 19% of college students who drink call a report for a
highly intoxicated individual they were with, but only 4% actually made the call according to the Medical
Amnesty Initiative. I believe that the YMCA Youth Legislature should pass a bill of a person who is under
the influence whom calls 9-1-1 to report an emergency situation and later cannot be taken into custody,
charged, or convicted for under-age consumption of alcohol.
Statistics show from the Medical Amnesty Initiative that alcohol related unintentional injuries are the
leading cause of death among young people in the United States meaning many people under the
influence would have to call 9-1-1. There has been about 4,300 deaths during each year and in 2010,
there were about 189,000 people under age 21 who were sent to emergency rooms because of alcohol
according to the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention. Additionally the number of alcohol-related
calls from Emergency Medical Services increased by almost 700% each year.
Summary: Every year, thousands of young people die because people hesitate or do not call the
ambulance because they are scared to call 9-1-1 and it would go on their criminal record. If this law is
passed, the callers would have more confidence without getting in trouble.
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Referred to Committee Blue 5::

Senate Sponsor:

Antoinette Lobello

House Sponsor:

Connor Ray

Co-Sponsors:

Carter Pobloske

Delegation:

Lake Park High School

A BILL
For an Act creating a law in Chapter 815, Section 409, Article 1, of the Illinois
Compiled Statutes, relating to a price ceiling for all medical drugs.
BE IT ENACTED BY THE YMCA YOUTH LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ILLINOIS.
1
2
3
4
5

Section I. Businesses that sell medical drugs are required to abide by a price ceiling, which
will be determined by a panel of economists, no more than 10 but no less than 3. The
economists will be chosen by the Illinois state legislators and work on the panel for five
years. The price ceiling will be readjusted due to economic changes, such as inflation,
market crashes, supply costs, and other such changes.

6
7

Section II. The price ceiling will be an equation, the cost of making the item multiplied by
three, which is the maximum price a company can sell their product.

8
9
10
11
12

Section III. If a business was to violate this act, they will be punished with a 5% tax on all of
their sold goods, and a one-year probation period. This is done to discourage companies
from entering the black market, and thus undermining the economy. Every three months the
company does not comply after the first punishment, the tax will increase by 5% until they
comply with the law. The Illinois state police will have the power to enforce the law.

13
14
15

Section IV. A quarter percent increase in state sales tax will fund the panel of economists
and fund the enforcement of this law. The state legislature can determine the salary of the
economists.

16
17

Section IV. This Bill shall go into effect on July 1, 2017 upon the signature of the Youth
Governor of the State of Illinois.
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Introduced by:

Referred to Committee: Blue 5

Senate Sponsor:

Nathan Higgins

House Sponsor:

Benjamin Vacek

Co-Sponsors:

Craig Rowland

Delegation:

Batavia High School
A BILL

For an Act Chapter 820 of the Illinois Compiled Statutes Article 22/Section 520 relating to
mandatory union membership.
BE IT ENACTED BY THE YMCA YOUTH LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ILLINOIS
1
2

Section I. prohibiting, as a condition of employment, membership in labor organization or
payments to a labor organization and providing a penalty.

3
4

Section II No person may require, as a condition of obtaining or continuing employment,
an individual to do any of the following:

5
6

1. Refrain or resign from membership in, voluntary affiliation with, or voluntary Financial
support of a labor organization.

7

2. Become or remain a member of a labor organization.

8
9

3. Pay any dues, fees, assessments, or other charges or expenses of any kind or amount, or
provide anything of value, to a labor organization.

10
11
12

4. Pay to any 3rd party an amount that is in place of, equivalent to, or any portion of dues,
fees, assessments, or other charges or expenses required of Members of, or employees
represented by, a labor organization.

13
14

Section III. Any union who violates this act is guilty of a Class A misdemeanor and must pay a
fine determined by a judge and enforced by the Department of Labor.

15
16

Section IV. This Bill shall go into effect on June 1, 2017 upon the signature of the Youth
Governor of the State of Illinois.
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Referred to Committee: Blue 5

Senate Sponsor:

Ashwin Rajnish

House Sponsor:

Madison Smith

Co-Sponsors:

______

Delegation:

Naperville Central High School

A BILL
For an Act amending Chapter 510, Section 70, Article 17, of the Illinois Compiled Statutes,
relating to Onychectomy of cats.
BE IT ENACTED BY THE YMCA YOUTH LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ILLINOIS.
1
2
3
4

Section I. No persons or veterinarians shall attempt or pay a veterinarian to attempt to
perform an onychectomy, commonly referred to as a declawing, on any cat or kitten in their
possession. Onychectomies will be defined as any surgery which removes any or all of
distal phalanges of a cat’s paws.

5
6
7
8
9
10

Section II. No persons shall attempt or pay a veterinarian to attempt to perform an
onychectomy except in circumstances in which there is a member of the household who
owns a cat who is immunocompromised, that is, who has a weakened immune system due to
serious illness or disease, or in which the only alternative is euthanasia, in which case a
licensed veterinarian must verify with the State the purpose of the surgery, and in which
cases tendonectomy shall be preferred but not required.

11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19

Section III. Cities, counties, or the state has the right to punish violators of this bill under
Section 3.01 of the Humane Care for Animals Act. Cat owners who attempt to perform or
perform onychectomies shall be detained through their local Police Departments, and
veterinarians who perform or attempt to perform illegal onychectomies shall be detained via
their local Police Department and the Illinois Department of Financial & Professional
Regulation Veterinary Board. First offenses will be treated as a Class A Misdemeanor.
Second and continuing offenses will be treated as Class 4 Felonies. Veterinarians who
commit subsequent offenses will have their licenses revoked. Regulation for this bill shall go
through Animal Control agencies at the local level before going to local law enforcement.
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20
21

Animal Control agencies shall be required to report recently declawed cats to their local law
enforcement.

22
23

Section IV. Whereas Section 3.04 of the Humane Care for Animals Act shall be amended to
allow for the enforcement of this bill.

24
25
26

Section V. Regulation for this bill shall go through Animal Control agencies at the local
level. Animal Control agencies shall be required to report recently declawed cats to their
local law enforcement.

27
28
29
30

Section VI. Exceptions for this bill detailed in Section II shall be regulated through County
governments. County governments shall be required to create a Board to regulate
applications for onychectomy. County governments shall accept applications only if they
meet one of the following criterion:

31
32

Condition 1a: Have a certified doctor’s report that the owner of the cat is
immunocompromised due to illness,

33

Condition 1b: Have the approval of the veterinarian used by the cat owner,

34

OR

35
36

Condition 2: Have verification from the veterinarian used by the cat owner that the
cat will be euthanized if an onychectomy is not performed.

37
38

Section VII. This Bill shall go into effect on January 1, 2018 upon the signature of the
Youth Governor of the State of Illinois.
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Referred to Committee Blue 6::

Senate Sponsor:

Stephanie Hartman

House Sponsor:

Maria Marzullo

Co-Sponsors:

Dana Mazei, Anjali Chudgar

Delegation:

Carl Sandburg
A BILL

For an Act Creating 735 Section 30, of the Illinois Compiled Statutes, relating to Eminent
Domain.
1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8

BE IT ENACTED BY THE YMCA YOUTH LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ILLINOIS.
Section I. The Illinois Legislature shall create a branch of the Illinois Judiciary System in
which a board of reviewers will oversee and approve claims of Eminent Domain in the
state. Reviewers will deny claims based off of whether the project will inflict
considerable harm—as deemed by the Board of Reviewers prior to approval or denial—
to the environment, create a project that does not deliver any economic benefit and or
benefits whatsoever to the greater good of the people. Reviewers will grant claims to
projects that will benefit the community more than it will harm it. This process will take
place before any land is condemned.

9
10
11
12
13
14
15

Section II. The Review Board will consist of a panel of three active judges in the Illinois
Judiciary System. These judges will be allowed to bring in up to five consultants per
case; each representing unique characteristics of the case. These may involve
environmental concerns, farmer rights, business interests, outside investigators etc.
However, the consultants may not have any personal or professional connection to the
parties involved in the case. Approval or denial will result in the majority vote by the
three judges.

16
17

Section III. This would not pertain to any act of Eminent Domain in Illinois pursued by
the United States Federal Government.

18
19
20
21
22

Section IV. Funding for the Review Board will be derived from existing funds
Governor’s Agencies which consists of 68.3% of State Funding. The Review Board
require a base fund of .2% of the Governor’s Agencies in order to provide
necessary equipment for the Review Board. These funds would become part of
court’s funding which would then total .7% of State Funds.

23
24

Section V. This Bill shall go into effect on September 1, 2017 upon the signature of the
Youth Governor of the State of Illinois.
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Lobbyist Name:

Alicia Lopera

Delegation:

Carl Sandburg High School

Aligned with Preliminary Bill #: RII-12

I encourage the YMCA Youth Legislature to pass a bill that would legalize a panel of judges to hold
eminent domain cases.

Within the state of Illinois, the use of eminent domain should be legalized to combat the unfairness use
of eminent domain cases in the state. By enacting a branch in the government to just hold eminent
domain cases, the public would be treated with fairness and there would be checks and balances. A
branch would help out weed out the bad cases so the judges in in the state could work on other things.

According to Castle Coalition Illinois has a grade of a D+ when it comes to the property owners
protection while other states like South Dakota have an A. For the state to get a better grade it would
be in the state's best interest to make a new board to handle eminent domain cases. If the state would
have a board to review eminent domain cases there would be a change for the best. Like in the case of

Willis and Vivian Brahmstaedt vs Illinois. Their case took over 13 years to be resolved. With a board
especially to review eminent domain cases justice will be served in a timely order.

For the protection of the people in Illinois a board that holds just eminent domain cases should be made.
Summary: I will support any legislation promoting the legalization of a branch that just holds eminent
domain cases.
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Senate Sponsor:

Chloe Harris

House Sponsor:

Alyssa Anderson

Co-Sponsors:

Maheeka Shah, Stephanie Zachemski

Delegation:

Lake Park High School

A BILL
For an Act creating Chapter 5 article 10, of the Illinois Compiled Statutes, relating to later
start times for high schools.
BE IT ENACTED BY THE YMCA YOUTH LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ILLINOIS.
1

Section I. High Schools will start at 8:30 a.m. and end at 3:30 p.m.

2
3
4
5
6

Section II. Schools who fail to meet the requirements of these starting and ending times will
cause the state to withhold $5,000 worth of funding for the first month. Every month they
fail to meet the regulations after the first offense, the money withdrawn from funding will
increase by $1,000. The State Board of Education will withhold and collect the money. State
funding is not needed to enforce this bill.

7
8
9
10
11
12
13

Section III. The State Board of education will have a file of when every high school starting
times are. These employees in charge will be paid extra with the withheld money the schools
would receive. If schools start to obey and funding is no longer withheld, these people will
return back to their normal jobs within the state board of education. The more schools who
disobey these regulations, the more funding their districts will not have, which may create
new permanent job positions. The superintendent of each school would report back to the
state to ensure the schools are following procedure.

14
15

Section IV. This Bill shall go into effect on August 1st, 2017 upon the signature of the
Youth Governor of the State of Illinois.
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Lobbyist Name:

Kevin Antony

Delegation:

Lake Park High School

Aligned with Preliminary Bill #:

RI-24

I encourage the YMCA Youth Legislature to pass a bill that makes high schools start later in the
day.
As the body’s circadian rhythms push back the time that teens go to sleep. According to a study
done by Brown University, kids are going to bed at around 10:40 p.m. on average, yet over 75% of
high schools start before 8:30. Despite this fact, most high schools continue to have start times
early in the morning. These early start times can have a plethora of detrimental effects on the
student both in and out of the classroom.
Early start times in highschool can have negative effects on students inside the classroom. When
researchers analyzed eight schools in Minnesota, Colorado, and Wyoming showed that when
schools started later in the morning, it resulted in a boost in attendance, test scores, and grades in
math, english, science, and social studies. In addition, improvements in academic achievements were
nearly twice as high in students from economically disadvantaged homes.
Lack of sleep poses various problems to students outside of the classroom as well. According to
the CDC, a lack of sleep can cause higher rates of obesity and depression in teens. In addition to
being more susceptible to disease, lack of sleep makes teens more likely to have depression and be
in motor-vehicle accidents. This drops the quality of life for students unnecessarily.
At the end of the day, students learn better when they’re awake. By pushing back the times that
high school start, students will wake up feeling refreshed and ready to perform academically. In
addition, the negative effects of sleep deprivation clearly highlights the urgency of this situation. If
students are the next generation of our society, why wouldn’t we want the best for them.
Summary:

I support any legislation that pushes back high school start time.
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Senate Sponsor:

Emmy Ozanne

House Sponsor:

Ivy Flessen

Delegation:

Batavia

A BILL
For an act repealing Chapter 122, Article 27, Section 6 of the Illinois Compiled Statutes,
relating to ending mandatory physical education.
BE IT ENACTED BY THE YMCA YOUTH LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ILLINOIS.

1
2

Section I. This act will disallow any public High School to mandate Physical Education as a
required course in order to graduate.

3
4

Section II. If any public High School refuses to follow this mandate, then they shall be
forced to suffer a monetary penalty.

5
6

Section III. The monetary penalty shall be the elimination of any state contribution to the
High School disregarding this mandate.

7
8

Section IV. This bill will be enforced by the supervision of public High Schools, by the
enforcement arm of the Department of Education.

9
10

Section V. This bill shall go into effect on August 30th, 2017 upon the signature of the
Governor of the State of Illinois.
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Introduced by:

Referred to Committee: Blue 6

Senate Sponsor: Serena Bernal
House Sponsor:

Sarika Dev

Co-Sponsors:
Delegation:

Metea Valley High School
A BILL

For an Act amending 35 ILCS 105/2 of the Illinois Compiled Statutes, relating to the creation of a
tax on plastic bags.
BE IT ENACTED BY THE YMCA YOUTH LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ILLINOIS.
1
2

Section I. This bill will enact a tax upon plastic bags to encourage the use of reusable bags, thus
decreasing the waste of nonrenewable resources.

3
4
5
6

Section II. A levy of five (5) cents per used plastic bag will be added to the total receipt of
consumers within stores that provide this resource across Illinois. This levy will be determined by
the cashier, as he/she will count the amount of plastic bags used and then will add them to the
total due accordingly.

7
8
9
10

Section III. The revenue raised from this tax will be used to fund the environmental facilities that
aim to clean the conditions of Illinois, such as the Illinois Environmental Protection Agency. This will
fund the research and prevention of land pollution, or however else the Illinois Environmental
Protection Agency deems fit.

11
12

Section IV. This Bill shall go into effect on June 30, 2017 upon the signature of the Youth Governor
of the State of Illinois.
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Introduced by:

Referred to Committee: Blue 7

Senate Sponsor:

Season Hall

House Sponsor:

Shamarah Patnett

Co-Sponsors:
Delegation:

Wendell Phillips Academy
A BILL

For an Act Amending Chapter 17 Promissory Note and Bank Holiday Act., of the Illinois
Compiled Statutes, relating to Bank Holidays.
BE IT ENACTED BY THE YMCA YOUTH LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ILLINOIS.
1
2

Section I. The second Monday in October, previously known as Columbus Day will
henceforth be recognized as Indigenous People’s Day.

3
4

Section II. This Bill shall go into effect on July 1, 2017, upon the signature of the Youth
Governor of the State of Illinois.
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Introduced by:

Referred to Committee: Blue 7

Senate Sponsor:

Alexis Belmonte

House Sponsor:

Anissa Patel

Co-Sponsors:

Caroline Dickerson and Cameron Slade

Delegation:

Lake Park High School

A BILL
For an Act creating Chapter 625 Article 5, of the Illinois Compiled Statutes, relating to
usage of handicap parking spaces by woman in the third trimester of pregnancy.
BE IT ENACTED BY THE YMCA YOUTH LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ILLINOIS.
1
2

Section I. Women in their third trimester of pregnancy can use a public handicap parking
space

3
4
5
6
7
8

Section II. Pregnant women will be able to receive a handicap parking pass from their
physician after they have entered the third trimester of pregnancy. The physician will sign a
form acknowledging that the women is in their third trimester of pregnancy. This form will
be sent to the Secretary of State who will process the pass. The handicap-parking pass will
be all throughout the third trimester of pregnancy as well as one month (4 weeks) after the
due date of the woman’s pregnancy.

9
10
11

Section III. All persons who violate handicap parking laws and illegally park in handicap
spaces will have to pay up to 750 dollars in fine. Violated handicap passes will be enforced
by local police authorities.

12
13

Section IV. This bill shall go into effect on January 1, 2018 upon the signature of the Youth
Governor of the State of Illinois.
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Introduced by:

Referred to Committee: Blue 7

Senate Sponsor:

Evin Janik

House Sponsor:

Kayla Little

Co-Sponsors:

Hannah Katz

Delegation:

Batavia High School
A BILL

For an Act creating Chapter 210, Article 77 Section 1, of the Illinois Compiled Statutes, relating to
making abortions more accessible to women all across the state of Illinois.
BE IT ENACTED BY THE YMCA YOUTH LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ILLINOIS.

1
2
3
4

Section I. Every county in the state of Illinois is required to have at least one (1) health clinic that
offers safe abortion services within a fifty (50) mile radius if one (1) is not already present. The
construction of a new facility is not required as long as the service is offered in a healthcare facility
by at least one (1) qualified healthcare professional.

5
6
7
8
9
10

Section II. Safe abortions are abortions that occur before the fetus becomes viable, which is outlined
in the Illinois Abortion Law of 1975. Safe abortions exclude intact dilation & extraction as made
clear in the Partial-Birth Abortion Ban Act of 2003. The health clinics must provide both surgical
and medicinal abortions that meet the standards of the National Abortion Federation. A qualified
healthcare professional meets the standards and qualifications set forth by the Illinois Department
of Financial & Professional Regulations.

11
12
13
14
15
16

Section III. Any county who does not meet the requirements of this Act are in violation and are
guilty of a misdemeanor and shall be fined one percent (1%) of the county budget and be required
meet the conditions of this Act within one (1) calendar year. If the county does not meet these
requirements, they will be fined an additional 1% of the county's budget every year the county
does not comply with this Act. The Illinois Department of Justice will be given the power to
enforce the penalty.

17
18
19
20
21

Section IV. Any funding necessary for the bill will come from revenue made by raising sales tax
state wide by one hundredth of a percent (.01) in every county. The cap for sales tax in the state
would remain at eleven (11) percent. This would rise around one hundred million dollars
($100,000,000) in revenue. Any surplus of revenue from this tax increase will be redirected back to
the counties that the money originally came from at the end of each calendar year.

22
23

Section V. This Bill shall go into effect immediately upon the signature of the Youth Governor of
the State of Illinois.
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STATE OF ILLINOIS
Sixty-Eighth Session
Illinois Youth Legislature

Introduced by:

Referred to Committee: Blue 7

Senate Sponsor:

Rebecca Gilbert

House Sponsor:

Jay Rixie

Co-Sponsors:

Brendan Wagner, Will Buettner

Delegation:

Naperville North High School

A BILL
For an Act Amending 610 ILCS 5, of the Illinois Compiled Statutes, relating to Mental Health
Safety at Railroads.
BE IT ENACTED BY THE YMCA YOUTH LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ILLINOIS.
1

Section I. This bill will construct suicide phones near Metra railroads in the state of Illinois.

2
3

Section II. Every railroad crossing on the 11 Metra Train Lines will have a suicide phone that
will be constructed through the Department of Transportation.

4
5

Section III. These phones will be managed by the Illinois Department of Transportation. Calls
will be directed to the National Suicide Prevention Lifeline.

6
7
8

Section IV. Funding for this bill will come from a $1 increase in 10-Ride and Monthly tickets
from Metra. After 2022 or when all phones are constructed, the price will revert back to
normal.

9
10

Section V. This Bill shall go into effect on December 25th, 2017 upon the signature of the
Youth Governor of the State of Illinois.
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S-B-29
STATE OF ILLINOIS
Sixty-Eighth Session
Illinois Youth Legislature

Introduced by:

Referred to Committee: Blue 7

Senate Sponsor:

Makayla King

House Sponsor:

Maggie Stewart

Co-Sponsors:

Kelsey Stanton

Delegation:

Murphysboro
A BILL

For an Amendment of Sec. 316 of 720 ILCS 570, relating to prescription drug abuse.
BE IT ENACTED BY THE YMCA YOUTH LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ILLINOIS.
1
2
3
4

Section I. (a)(2). The information required to be transmitted under this Section must be transmitted
on real-time, that being within five minutes of the point-of sale on the date the substance is
dispensed or prescribed.

5
6

Section II. The dispenser and the prescriber must refer to the program at the point-of-sale and
point-of-prescription.

7
8
9
10
11
12

Section III. Part(c). The collection of data on select drugs and scheduled substances by the
Prescription Monitoring Program may be used as a tool for addressing oversight requirements of
long-term care institutions as set forth by Public Act 96-1372. The collection of data on select
drugs and scheduled substances by the Prescription Monitoring Program must be used as a tool for
addressing oversight requirements of long-term care institutions as set forth by Public Act 961372.

13
14

Section IV. This bill shall go into effect upon the signature of the Youth Governor of the State of
Illinois.
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S-B-30

STATE OF ILLINOIS
Sixty-Eighth Session
Illinois Youth Legislature

Introduced by:

Referred to Committee: Blue 3

Senate Sponsor:

Rafael Hernandez

House Sponsor:

Alana Born

Co-Sponsors:

Yamili Guzman

Delegation:

Shepard

A BILL
For an Act ammending Chapter 118, Section 27, of the Illinois Compiled Statutes, relating
to including sales tax onto the price tag of goods.
BE IT ENACTED BY THE YMCA YOUTH LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ILLINOIS.
1
2
3

Section I. This bill benefits the consumer by having taxes included onto the price tag at a
store. The sales tax must be included in the price tag for all products one dollar ($1) and
above.

4
5
6
7

Section II. This law will affect local businesses and national corporations that have stores
in Illinois. Stores will still be able to advertise products on all platforms without including
sales tax. At the store, the price tag of the good must list the price with the sales tax
included.

8
9
10
11

Section III. A fine of five hundred dollars ($500) will be implemented on each store that
does not comply to the law. Fines collected from this bill will be allocated to the Illinois
Department of Commerce and Economic Opportunity to fund grants for small business
owners.

12
13

Section IV. This fine and the oversight of this bill will be enforced by the Illinois Department
of Revenue.

14
15

Section V. This Bill shall go into effect on January 1, 2018 upon the signature of the Youth
Governor of the State of Illinois.
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LOBBYIST POSITION PAPER

Lobbyist Name: Alan Krolikowski
Delegation: Alan B. Shepard High School
Preliminary bill number: RII-23
I encourage the Youth and Government to pass the bill regarding sales tax on price tags
The bill proposes that in the state of Illinois, sales tax should be included on the price tags of
products. Today, we go to stores and look at a price and we know that its not the actual price
because tax isn't included to the price tag. This creates problems for those who are going through
financial issues and don't know wether they have enough money to buy certain products unless
they do the math and calculate the sales tax into the products price.
In some places around the globe, this isn't a problem. According to a Polish article titled
"Companies wanting to sell products, must include full price", the European Union has a sales tax
called VAT where taxes around the EU are always included in the products. The reason why the EU
includes taxes specifically in Poland is because they want to encourage consumers with prices that
they can trust. The EU believes that not including tax in products is a lie that citizens shouldn't
have to deal with. They also have required that all products prices also be made by kilogram, so
consumers may compare products by kilograms. This makes the lives of Poles and other Europeans
easier. If European nations can do this, why can't we do this in the state of Illinois?
Another problem is that tax in the states varies widely. A website states that the Illinois state tax
is 6.25%, but can range up to 11% depending on local municipalities. This creates a problem for
those who might be financially unstable and do their best to monitor their fiancees. Not all citizens
of Illinois know what is the sales tax in which region which makes it difficult to calculate the final
price on products. Adding the sales tax of the product on the price tag will make the lives of those
who are financially troubled easier.
Summary: I believe that the bill should be passed to make the lives of those who monitor expenses
easier and that we could know what we are actually going to pay for.
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Proposal Author(s): Rizwan Amir
Delegation: Neuqua Valley High School
Proposal Topic: Smart Technology to Attract New Businesses and Millenials
Position Statement: Illinois should use smart technology to attract new businesses and millennials
to increase the output of the workforce and decrease unemployment. This can be done through a
select group called Innovation Illinois. This organization is dedicated in creating new and improved
public policies based on smart technology implemented into businesses.
Proposal:
1. According to Millennials at Work: Reshaping the Workplace, millennials will account for 50% of the
workforce by 2020. With the spread of new technology, many businesses and communities have
struggled in finding skilled workers. This is due to the fact that they lack the necessary smart
technology to attract millennials, or in other words skilled workers. This generation will be the
future of this world, and it is important for companies to invest in technology that can be suitable
environments for these individuals.
2. Illinois has numerous high-tech facilities and research based sectors that have the sole initiative to
improve the workforce and economy. However, these facilities and sectors are not being
implemented for the state’s needs because Illinois lacks the capital. One important step in ensuring
more capital for technological investments is strengthening the Technology Development Act. The
sole purpose of this policy is to allow the State Treasurer to invest no greater than 1% of its
investment portfolio in a technology based sectors.
3. Illinois also needs to ensure that workers will gain benefits in these workplaces. To attract new
businesses and millennials, Illinois must make sure to strengthen the benefits of healthcare,
retirement, and technological aspects. According to statistics from the Society of Human Resource
Management regarding benefits in the workforce, these benefits will have the greatest impact in
recruiting new millennial workers and retaining partnerships with other businesses.
4. A partnership with Innovation Illinois will be a beneficial advantage in increasing the amount of
millennials in the workforce. Innovation Illinois seeks to increase funding for smart technology by
doing just that. This is an organization working to strengthen public policies that involve smart
technology to attract new technologically innovative businesses and skilled millennial workers. If
Illinois can work alongside this organization, change can come through with millennials and new
businesses.
Expected Results:
Strong public policies made with the help of Innovation Illinois and the Illinois state government can
ensure a massive increase in millennials in the workforce and can attract new technologically
advanced businesses. The benefits provided by workplaces will attract millennials and retain
partnerships with technologically advanced businesses.As a result, Illinois can improve its overall
economy and infrastructure.
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Proposal Author: Colleen Bassett
Delegation: Bradley Bourbonnais
Proposal Topic: What alternative schedules should Illinois schools adopt to be more effective?
Position Statement: Later start times should be adopted in high schools to promote better learning and
development for students.

Proposal:

1. As suggested by the National Sleep Foundation, later start times may be a solution to assist
with teenage sleep deprivation. Changing the average school day from 8:00 am – 3:00 pm
to 9:00 am – 4:00 pm is the most reasonable way to help with sleep deprivation.
2. Although it may seem like an immense change for public schools to make a change in school
hours, it will ultimately be a positive way to increase school performance. With the change
of school hours, there would also be many other factors to be included such as busing
schedules, but many of these problems have easy solutions.

Expected Results:
If later school start times in Illinois high schools are implemented, not only physical improvement
will be expected, but mental and academic success is to be expected. The later start times are
created to allow for proper circadian rhythm cycles for teenagers. With the change in times,
physical well-being and alertness is to be documented among teens, as well as a noticeable
increase in academic performance. In conclusion, with the change in start times, many Illinois high
school students will be expected to have a positive behavioral, physical, and mental change.
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Proposal Author(s): Reid Basso
Delegation:

Sesser-Valier

Proposal Topic:Illinois should have a 4 day school week with longer school days.
Position Statement:

To change the 5 day school week system down to 4 days. This is a fairly new

idea that should receive serious consideration, due to the fact it might play a role in improving Illinois’
educational success.

Proposal:
1. A 4 day week will relax students as well as teachers and cause a morale boost. A less
stressed student will in turn bring more focus and effort to the classroom. This format will
allow for more time for self personalized study which will result in higher standardized test
scores.
2. Some districts that have implemented 4 day school weeks are seeing a rise in not only
students attendance but also teacher attendance. The more willing students are to come to
school the more willing they will be to give high focus in the classroom.
3. The financial positives are plentiful. The simple costs of things like running buses to get
students one less day really adds up over time.
Expected Results:
This 4 day a week format would result in boosted test scores and higher morale. The attendance
should rise among both teachers and students. It will be easier financially for schools with buses,
electricity, meals, etc.
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Proposal Author(s): Camilla Boyd
Delegation: Bradley-Bourbonnais Community High School
Proposal Topic: How should Illinois use standardized testing to evaluate student learning and
teacher performance. How can these results be used to improve schools?
Position Statement: To enlighten Illinois that the use of standardized testing can help evaluate
schools and teacher performance to see where schools are in the education region. The result can
be used as rewards to schools and teachers to improve school environments or educational
learning.
Proposal:
The keeping of track on how much students are learning by schools and grades in a chart will show
where students all over the state is at. It will give an idea on where the students are in different
areas. Every school is not on the same level or where they should be and this will help improve that
by knowing where they are to create a starting point to get them there.
The way teachers are teaching needs to be change based on testing scores. Improving on what
curriculum they are teaching and enforcing that all teachers need to go by it. This will make sure
that teachers are not going around the curriculum, but above or beyond it to help further their
education.
Using standardized testing to compare the same grades levels in the same school will show which
teachers are struggling or not. This will help reconsider what teachers should and should not be
teaching.
Technology in the Illinois schools have to improve all over. Different resources will help students
exceed more in school and the future. Some Illinois schools lack of different technology that is up
to date which will make learning or teaching difficult. Keeping resources current can give the proper
education to Illinois’s students that they need and this can be used as a result of standardized
testing.
The weather can affect the student’s education. The results can help improve their education if the
schools had AC or heat throughout the buildings. Students tend to space out or shut down if the
environment around them is uncomfortable to work or learn in. When the weather is too hot or too
cold it can be a distraction to everyone including the teachers. Making their focus stay on
something other than learning or teaching. This will help kick out a variable to the drop in
education levels.
The schools can be improved from results by making security in all Illinois schools more secure. Not
all schools in Illinois have a good protection system. This will protect schools from outside danger
and keep more children safe at schools daily.
Expected Results:
The use of standardized testing will show where students in Illinois are in the education
department by tracking where every individual is at during the time of testing. The tracking of
students will show if the teacher is teaching above or below standards. When teachers are given
feedback it will help them change their lesson plans to improve their student's testing scores. This
will give the leader in the educational department in the school on how the teachers are teaching
and what to do about it if teachers need improvement based on state guidelines. The results from
the standardized testing will be used to help make the school environment be more comfortable,
safer, and resourceful with different technology to improve education in the school to make work
easier or comprehensible for students.
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Proposal Author(s): Carrigan Carrell
Delegation: Bradley Bourbonnais Community High School
Proposal Topic:This forum will help improve the Illinois General Assembly by restricting term limits.
Position Statement: In order to improve the Illinois General Assembly we will need to add term limits.

Proposal:
Politicians hold positions for as long as they would like, many voters feel they are not being heard
because of career politicians causing them to become aggravated with their government. Term
limits would enable new politicians to join the General Assembly, which would also bring in new
ideas and allow voters’ opinions to be heard.
䖃 To enact term limits the following steps should be taken:
1. 34 out of 50 of the states need to examine term limits by passing bills to create a
convention specifically for term limits.
2. Once the bills are passed a date and location should be chosen for the convention.
3. Delegates will then be chosen from each state to attend the convention.
4. At the convention the delegates would weigh the pros and cons of term limits and if
they come to an agreement a term limit amendment will be proposed.
5. 38 of the 50 states would have to vote for the amendment, if passed all members
of the General assembly will be term limited.
䖃 Politicians that have already been in power for more than the term limit would finish their
term.
䖃 I propose a term limit of two terms, that way it matches the president's. The term limit
would help eliminate career politicians, which would allow more people to have a say in
government.
Expected Results:

By adding a term limit of two terms to the General Assembly we will be decreasing the
number of career politicians allowing new politicians to bring new and fresh ideas to the
Illinois government. The new term limit will also ensure Illinois voters that they are being
heard by allowing new people into the Illinois government.
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Proposal Author(s): John Deimling
Delegation:

Lake Park High School

Proposal Topic: In support of term limits in Illinois General Assembly.
Position Statement: The Illinois government is in crisis and on its way to becoming the most in debt, and
unsafe state in the United States. But, with fresh ideas instead of the career politicians who have made
little if any positive impact on this state in recent years we can turn Illinois around. Term limits are the
only way to take the career politicians out of office.
Proposal:
1. The Illinois General Assembly should impose term limits in the House of Representatives and
Illinois Senate.
2. The Illinois House of Representatives should impose a four term limit for a single
representative.
3. The Illinois Senate should impose a three term limit for a single senator.
Expected Results:
Illinois has some major problems in our government. We have the 5th highest debt of any state in
the US. The last balanced budget was in 2001. We have a very poorly funded and run Chicago
Public School System as well as very high crime rates in the city of Chicago.In this state of crisis we
do not need power hungry, career politicians in Springfield. We need people who want to bring their
fresh ideas as temporary public servants and fix Illinois. Mike Madigan is the Speaker of House of
representatives for all but two years since 1983. As you may know the pension debt is a big
problem, and Crain’s Chicago Business calls the worst in the nation. This due to the fact that our
current politicians such as Madigan have completely lost touch with the average Illinois citizen.
They put their own success in front of the success of the state that holds nearly 13 million people.
In fact, 80% of Illinois voters have at some point supported term limits. New politicans will be new
everyday people who speak for their friends and neighbors and understand what it's like to live in a
state where property taxes are higher than any of our neighboring states and debt seems to never
stop growing. 25% of people in Illinois are confident in our government. The fact of the matter is
that the Illinois population is decreasing due to the lack of faith in our government. But with new
legislators for the people and by people of this state that can all be stop and maybe even turn
Illinois around.
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Proposal Author(s): Reily Dersien
Delegation: Bradley Bourbonnais Community High School
Proposal Topic:This forum will help improve school attendance and performance of students.
Position Statement: I propose that the state of Illinois should adopt a four-day school week and
then following a three-day weekend. I believe that this change would prove to be more effective
than the original school of five days and two-day weekend.

Proposal:
1. The first advantage of this plan is giving the educators a “planning day” on Fridays. This allows
the teachers to have an extra day to organize their future lessons and meet up to discuss any
pressing issues within the school. This would then give the teachers the ability to now create
lessons far superior to previous years with the extra time caused by the newly added “planning
day.”
2. Without Friday in the school week, this would cause the ordinary school day to lengthen. Given
longer hours and more time in the classroom, teachers would now have more to finish and complete
activities that normally take longer than the current class time of about fifty minutes. One example
is in science classes. Some required activities in the current science curriculum require discoveries
in laboratories (or labs) and these sometimes take longer than the time the class hour allows. With
the added time caused by the four-day week, teachers may now be able to extend and finish these
discoveries and experiments in one class hour instead of having to complete it in multiple days.
This makes projects like these easier.
3. Also the four-day week might cause the students to become more invested in their educations
than would if it was a current five-day school week. Typically, school Fridays can sometimes be
known as the “Friday Slump” or something like that. This is because by the fifth day in the week,
even educated students are tired of focusing on school and ready for a break. After getting rid of
Friday in the school schedule, this would eliminate any laziness towards the end of the week and
then lead to students becoming more active and engaged in the classroom.
Expected Results:
Even though this proposition may hold some flaws, such as costing more and extending contracts
with educators and bus drivers, I believe the positive advantages seem to outweigh the
disadvantages in this transition to a four-day school week.
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Proposal Author(s): Riley Ellison
Delegation: Lake Park
Proposal Topic: Lowering STD/STI rates in Illinois
Position Statement: Lower rates

Proposal:
1. Educating teens and young adults on how STD/STIs are spread, symptoms, care, and
protection. Using appropriate demistations in safe places.
2. Lower the costs of protection and make it easily available. Make birth control less
expense and easier for all women to access.
3. Make Sex Ed. a mandatory course in public schools.
4. Advertise treatment centers and allow the public to see them as safe places that
they would want to go to.
Expected Results:
Through these steps, Illinois should see a decline in STD/STI rates. The average age for boys
and girl for first intercourse is 15. While most most people have one sexual partner at a
time, these numbers add up over the years. Only 35% of males and females, ages 15-17, will
use a condom. It is estimated that there are 40,000 new cases of HIV every year, half of
these cases in people under 25 years of age. In 2000, Illinois was ranked the 3rd highest in
cases of chlamydia and gonnoraia. Through education, people are more likely to see and
know the effects of common STD/STIs and avoid them. Lowering the costs of protection and
make it more available not only lowers STD/STI rates, it lowers unwanted pregnancy rates as
well. Making Sex Ed. mandatory in schools will educate teens on multiple points of sexual
activity. Advertising treatment centers will help spread the word on how to prevent
STD/STIs, but bring in more revenue to help fund the centers and new treatments.
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Proposal Author:

Quinn Fulmer

Delegation:

L.A.

Proposal Topic:

Revising Illinois Budget



Position Statement:
There should be a fee on state park entry to help stimulate money for a budget.

Proposal:
1. There are 3 areas of concern that deserve priority in Illinois’ budget reform, Infrastructure
management, education funding, and wildlife and resource conservation. One major way to
stimulate funds for a budget to see that these standards are seen to, is the charging of
people visiting state parks. Illinois boasts an abundance of park visitors, ranking 5th in
attendance nation wide. Every year, as many as 42 million people visit Illinois state parks. A
charge of $5 for residents, similar to other states, would stimulate sizeable funds. The
break up of each payment would be as follows, for each $5 ticket: $1.50 would stay in the
park system, $1.50 would go to fund education, $1.90 would go towards infrastructure
management, and 10¢ would be reserved for any other problems being faced by the state.
This could raise in excess of $200000000.
2. A $7 ticket would be charged to non-residents, similar to other states. The break up of
these tickets would be $2.33 going towards each of the three core issues. This could raise
in excess of $12000000.
3. One issue currently plaguing the state is the illegal removal or killing of native birds. The
Migratory Bird Act of 1918, bans this, and anyone found killing, or harrassing native
species can be fined up to $15,000 per offence. Law officers should be on the lookout for
such activities, as they can help save wildlife and raise money for the state. It’s estimated
that annually thousands of birds are victims to illegal activities in Illinois. This could raise
over $60000000, in addition to protecting native wildlife.
Expected Results:
The park fees would stimulate many millions, if not billions, of dollars to be put towards many of its
issues. Money going to infrastructure would help repair damaged roads, improve water quality, fix
failing bridges and dams, and generally improve infrastructure overall. Schools would receive more
funding, and hopefully funds would extend more equally to schools as they do in their current state.
More resources would be available to students, thus enhancing their learning experience and
providing better minds for the future generations. Parks and valuable land would be protected
better, and prime habitat would be much safer from development. Species in a critical state, such as
bison, Greater prairie chicken, and grey bat, among many others, would be given plentiful habitat to
thrive and prosper.
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Proposal Author(s):

Stephanie Gaspardo

Delegation:

Carl Sandburg High School

Proposal Topic:

How should Illinois use standardized test scores to improve schools?

Position Statement:

Illinois should use these scores and put money into the schools with less

resources and lower test scores. There should also be more teacher evaluation and more emphasis put
on the basic skills students need to use to help them during these tests.

Proposal:
1. Schools in the more affluent areas of Illinois spend much more money per student than the
low income areas. Illinois should put more of the state´s money for schools into the areas
with lower property taxes, since they do not have the higher property tax money to fund
their schools.
2. Textbooks should be updated more often so that schools can keep up with the increasingly
difficult curriculum and students will be more challenged.
3. Yearly evaluations of teachers should be given and students should take surveys so that the
schools can decide if the teachers are teaching their students properly and preparing them
for standardized testing and college.
4. Illinois should make practice tests mandatory so that students can be familiar with the
format of the tests and therefore improve their scores.
5. The curriculum should be more rigorous and make students work harder to achieve their
grades; their hard work in the classroom will make them ready to take standardized tests
and do well on them.
Expected Results:
Illinois will see an increase in the average standardized test scores of its students. Schools will all
be able to have the proper resources to teach the kids, and students will be better prepared and
ready for college. The quality of schools in Illinois would improve.
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Proposal Author(s): Noah Ghere
Delegation: Bradley-Bourbonnais Community High School
Proposal Topic: What, if any, laws should be enacted to improve the Illinois income tax structure?
Position Statement: The current Illinois income tax structure must be changed. It is currently unfair
to businesses statewide thus it’s hurting the economy. A series of tax cuts can fix this and help the
economy. In addition to this, we can cut the taxes of the individual in Illinois thus giving them more
money to spend which will improve the economy.
Proposal:
1. Currently Illinois corporations pay the Illinois Corporate Income tax of 7% while individuals
pay the Personal Income tax of 3.25%. We should eliminate the Corporate Income tax and
have them pay the Personal Income tax instead. This is in effect a tax cut for corporations
that should keep them interested in Illinois.
2. Partnerships in Illinois have to pay the Personal Property tax of 1.5% on a business’s net
income. Each of the members also has to pay the Personal Income tax on their earnings
from the business. We should exempt Partnerships, which are usually small businesses, from
having to pay the Personal Property tax on their net income. This should help the small
businesses in Illinois grow; improving the economy and leading to more jobs.
3. Illinois should also lower the Personal Income tax from 3.25% to 2.75%. This will give
individuals more disposable income. When they have more disposable income it will increase
demand for goods and services which will be a boom to the state’s economy.

Expected Results:
The tax cuts on corporations and small businesses will help small businesses grow and will keep
corporations interested in Illinois. We will see more businesses in Illinois as a result and this will
lead to more jobs for citizens in Illinois. Likewise, the tax cuts on the citizens of Illinois will increase
disposable income thus increasing demand for goods. This will also help businesses grow and lead
to more jobs. Though this tax plan will lead to a dip in state revenue in the short term, the long
term outlook promises a thriving state economy with an influx of business and potential jobs.
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Proposal Author(s):

Natalie Grubczak

Delegation:

Lake Park High School



Proposal Topic: Creative Ways to Decrease Rates of Teen Substance Abuse in Illinois
Position Statement: The rate of teen substance abuse in illinois should be

decreased

Proposal:
1. Open two rehabilitation centers in Illinois where workers engaged in their patients with
multiple types of treatments to fit the patient's type of drug abuse.
2. Raise the legal age to purchase and use tobbacco to 21.
3. Pass a law that requires two school drug searches a year with officers and security dogs for
every High School in Illinois.
4. Require a health class in Middle School to cover the dangers of smoking and drugs.
Expected Results:
1. More people in need of help with their drug addiction will be able to get local help from a
facility within their own state. Also with multiple ways to treat the addiction more patients
will get the full help they need in a way that will maximize their progress.
2. The amount of adolescents addicted to nicotine will decrease due to the fact that they
cannot legally buy it still in highschool.
3. If a student is possessing drugs, they will be caught and can be put into a rehabilitation
center or disciplined.
4. Increased awareness of drugs and the laws pertaining to them will teach kids that using
drugs can jeopardize their future and get them in trouble with the law. This will also inform
them of the harm drugs do to their bodies.
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Proposal Author(s): Mason Hemby
Delegation: Mt. Vernon
Proposal Topic: is there any laws that could be enacted to decrease poverty and homelessness in
Illinois?
Position Statement: To enact law to decrease poverty and homelessness in Illinois
Proposal: I believe there are a number of laws that we could use to decrease poverty and
homelessness. Illinois has a higher poverty rate than almost half of the country 24 states have a
lower rate than Illinois. That means 14.5 percent of Americans were living at or below the poverty
line, in Illinois in 2013. I think this is a growing problem and we aren't doing very much to address
it.
Law 1: I think we should raise minimum wage up $1.75 up to 10 dollars that would help
families in need. This would help with the economy. It would allow more money to come
though the economy and help many people. Although at first it will affect some people, but
overall in the big picture it will help. The economy and decease poverty and homelessness.
Law 2: Provide services and job training for jobs. Also give a free test to see what career
they might want to go into. The service that the state could provide would be thing such as
building roads, construction work and etc. Once they found an acquired skill and the job
they want to go into. We should provide job training that they can pay back later.
Law 3: To create more jobs for the homeless. I believe to give factory's a tax back for the
first couple of years, so that more factories will be built in Illinois. This will help
exponentially to create more high paying jobs for the lower class to help with poverty. Also
to help to give jobs to the homeless.
Expected Results:
The expected results for my law are increased jobs and less homelessness and poverty. In this way
we would have less homeless people and less people living in poverty. This will not only help that it
will also should boost the economy.
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Proposal Author(s):

Sarah Henry

Delegation:

Neuqua Valley High School

Proposal Topic:
Position Statement:



Rectification of Income Tax Structure
To inform the people of Illinois that lowering income tax for low income

households will increase their chance to be brought from poverty into financial security

Proposal:
1. This proposal is to create a tax bracket for low income households and set the tax to 3 percent.
This will help low income families recover from poverty. Although aid is available, only 39 percent
of households has at least one person receiving financial aid.
2. The current income tax for illinois is a flat rate of 3.75 percent. Representative Lou Lang has
proposed a bill that will create four income tax brackets and set the $0 to $100,000 range tax to
3.5 percent. Even lowered to this, illinois will still have the eleventh highest income tax rate for the
lowest bracket. Illinois places 25th for percentage below poverty line, at 13.7 percent in 2014. By
lowering the income tax, these households below poverty line will have a higher chance in emerging
from poverty, making illinois and overall more wealthier state.

Expected Results:
By lowering the income tax, these households below poverty line will have a higher chance in
emerging from poverty, making illinois and overall more wealthier state
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Proposal Author(s): Suzy Kang
Delegation: Carl Sandburg High School
Proposal Topic:

What alternative schedules should Illinois schools adopt to be more effective

(E.g., late start times, year round school or 4 day weeks with 3 day weekends)?
Position Statement: To inform the people of Illinois that students in Illinois should have a three day
weekend. Students need more spare time to do stuff other than studying. The students barely stay
sturdy when we are constantly studying five days or maybe 6 in a week. With a longer weekend it can
prevent a school from failure.
Proposal:
1. Outside of school, Students have other activities like studying, sports or volunteering.
Taking your mind off of school by doing something else shouldn’t hurt yourself.
2. Schools allowing three day weekends can make students happier when they return to school
the very next day. On Monday they can come to school ready to learn in positive state of
mind. This would be benefitting mental and physical health.
3. The school can be saving money by not having school in one of the days of the week. They
would be saving electricity or air conditioning which would save a lot because schools are
usually big.
4. The teachers working at the schools need more sleep. If they get more sleep, they would be
teaching better. The students also stay up late because they have so much homework.
Having another day to sleep in might make up for all those days of having less sleep.
5. The employees could be motivated to be more productive. They could have more focus,
improving in teamwork, increasing in efficiency and would be less pressure upon them.
Expected Results:
More students in Illinois would be more positive of their days at school. Improving this may lead to
happier students that may help with their mental and physical health. Not only students but the
employees would too. The employees would act and feel better after this change.
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Proposal Author(s):

Madelyn Kawka

Delegation:

Carl Sandburg High School

Proposal Topic:

What should Illinois do to promote the practice of organic farming?

Position Statement:

To inform the citizens and farmers of Illinois that grants alone are not enough to

get farmers to switch to organic farming. Illinois is not providing enough support for those wanting to
make the switch to organic farming.

Proposal:
1. The current grants need to be improved. Currently the grants are difficult to apply for and
many farmer do not know about them.
a. Currently, the grants available are granting people money to help them with
the switch to organic farming, but with the demand of switch to organic
farming more grants need to be funded.
b. The grants should be granting young college students land, and or money.
2. Many programs helping farmers switch to organic farming are not being regulated and an
Organic Advisory Council needs to be coordinated.
3. Not enough farmers and the general population know about the programs and grants
available when switching to organic farming and a one-to-one outreach program needs to
be established.
4. More attention should be paid to support and fund research and educational programs.
5. The cost to get an organic certification and membership cost a substantial amount of
money and the cost should be shared.
Expected Results:
More farmers will have the proper foundation to be very prepared for the switch to organic farming
and to be prosperous in their new business. These programs will increase the amount of organic
produce made in Illinois. Also, with these programs the farmers could start supporting themselves
right away while not relying on the government for continuous support
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Proposal Author:

Julia Kienzler

Delegation:

Williamsville

Proposal Topic:

Decreasing the rate of teen substance abuse in Illinois



Position Statement: This proposal will enforce random drug testing in all Illinois schools and require
parents to attend a mandatory drug education class during the year just prior to their child turning
age 12. By implementing these laws, we will see a decrease in teen drug use and earlier
intervention for drug problems.

Proposal: The Illinois government needs to evaluate the existing education programs to determine
what is working and what is not. In the past five years the Illinois General Assembly has decreased
funding for addiction prevention by 40%.
1. Reinstate funding for drug education/prevention programs. An estimated 267,000 children age
twelve and over in our state are abusing illegal and prescription drugs. Only 11.7% are receiving
treatment. Statistics show that availability and use of drugs such as heroin have crossed all
socioeconomic levels. With drug use at epidemic proportions, reinstating funding is imperative.
2. Evaluate existing education programs and reallocate funding to only those drug
education/prevention programs that have shown to be successful.
3. Pharmaceutical companies marketing prescription drugs in Illinois will be required to put 10% of
their net profit towards education.
4. Move appropriate funding into a new drug education/prevention program targeted towards parents.
Before their child turns twelve, parents will be required to attend a drug education/prevention
program. This would then be required again during their Freshman year. Education needs to begin in
the home at an early age and should involve parents.
5. Classes will be taught by state certified drug education specialists.
6. Random drug testing in high schools will be administered at a set minimum number of times during
the school year. Additional testing may be approved should the school feel that it is necessary.
Required random drug testing would allow for earlier drug use intervention.
7. If parents do not attend a class or a student refuses to submit to the random drug testing, legal
actions will be taken.
Expected Results:
By reinstating state funding for successful existing programs and utilizing additional funds
provided by pharmaceutical companies, we will have the resources to enforce mandatory random
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drug tests in all Illinois high schools; require students to attend mandatory drug
education/prevention classes beginning prior to age twelve; require parents to become actively
involved in drug education/prevention resulting in a decrease in teen drug use and earlier
interventions for drug addiction.
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Proposal Author(s):

Rahul Koul

Delegation:

Neuqua Valley High School

Proposal Topic:

Promoting Organic Farming

Position Statement:



To inform the people of Illinois on how organic farming is extremely

beneficial to society since it provides us with more natural food choices. Many foods are grown
with harmful pesticides, which decrease nutritional value of the food and can cause disease. For
this reason, organic farming should be promoted. If organic farming were to be commonly used
throughout the state of Illinois, the healthy foods consumers will be positively impacted by the
foods. According to a 10-year study conducted by the University of California, organic tomatoes
are produced in an environment that has a lower nutrient supply since nitrogen-rich chemical
fertilizers are not added. This leads to 20% more antioxidants, which are good for health and help
in reducing heart disease and the chances of developing cancer, demonstrating one of the many
benefits of organic farming (University of California 2016).
Proposal:
1. Areas with high concentration of people results in people being stuck in that area. Vibrant, bold,
colorful posters promoting organic farming are placed in these areas.
2. Weight-loss is a common goal of many people. Diet plans revolving around organic foods are
placed, resulting in more demand of organic farming for the nutritional benefits.
3. Information is given to the future generation on the benefits of organic foods for the environment
and our agriculture, since it is more natural than regular farming, due to the restriction of synthetic
pesticides. Also, teachers teach students on the need for organic farming since only 0.7% of farms
are organic and only 1% of the population of Illinois are farmers. This information provided in all
school’s health classes, results in a promotion of organic farming for the future. The information of
organic farming is taught and promoted to students through a cooking class, where students are
taught how to cook healthy, natural, organic foods preventing eating of processed, unhealthy fast
foods. This is because according to CBS news, the number one reason for processed and fast food
eating is because the student does not know how to cook (CBS News 2015).
4. The most important step for promotion of organic farming is funding. As New York Times of August
2014 explains the median organic farm income was negative $1,453 in 2012 and gets worse each
year, leading to farmers to quit their job (New York Times 2014). Organic farmers are provided
more income and the population of them increases.
Expected Results:
The amount of organic farms will increase from 0.7% since the future generation will be well
informed about the need and benefits of organic farming. Proper nutrition from “naturally” grown
items will ultimately provide the state of Illinois with better health.
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Proposal Author(s): Angelica Madera
Delegation:

Eisenhower

Proposal Topic:How should Illinois communities invest in smart technology to attract new businesses
and millennials?
Position Statement: Illinois should invest in various economic sectors to create small communities
integrating home and work for millennials.

Proposal:
1. The State of Illinois must work with communities and townships to formulate open land
opportunities in preparation of the development of smart houses and communities. This can
be done through purchase of land or if land is currently unused, through the lawful zoning
for both residential and commercial use.
2. The state must invest in construction companies to incorporate more smart technology for
use in the building of smart houses for the millenial communities.
3. The state needs to market to millennials an enclosed technological community into an
everyday life. The community should be endowed with technology at work, home, and play.
The marketing of the millenial communities can be carried out by the state through social
apps, job search engines, or websites where the industry seeks workers.
4. The state should initiate new tax code to offer economic tax breaks to investors, companies
involved in the construction of, and new businesses who locate to millenial communities for
a maximum of five years to further promote community buy-in for the idea.
5. The state should give millennials the opportunity to pay one percent less on standard
mortgage rates for their purchase and investment in smart houses and the community.
Expected Results:
The construction of millennial communities centered around both developing and well developed
townships will help the state create interest with millennials to settle in and help flourish the
economy in the State of Illinois. The state will see an Increase in tax revenue, a greater sense of
community and ownership by its younger generation, and a decrease in criminal activity due to a
well developed sense of community involvement.
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Proposal Author(s): Alexis Martinez
Delegation: Eisenhower
Proposal Topic:What alternative schedules should Illinois schools adopt to be more effective (E.g., late
start times, year round school or 4 day weeks with 3 day weekends)?
Position Statement: The State of Illinois should adopt a year round schooling schedule. Year round
schooling is a more appropriate schedule for students, teachers and parents. A 60/20 calendar or a
multitrack system will benefit not just students but teachers too. Students will be busy all year rather
than wasting a total time of 3 months which can cuse the students to forget what they have been
taught. Teachers benefit from this by being able to write curriculum during these 20 day vacation.
Proposal:
1. Summer time should be a time for studying just like any other time. During this time
students are generally not using their time for learning, thus they are forgetting
material learned. They could be using that time for their studies which will then
improve their overall education rather than have a period of time where nothing is
done. The state could implement a 60/20 calendar (60 days in school, 20 days
vacation) in order to benefit both student growth and ability to recall important
information as well as teachers because they would be able to cover more material
in a shorter time.
2. The state could also choose to implement a “multitrack” system. This system, if
used, would divide both staff and students into groups. While one group is in
school, the other group would be out. This could be beneficial for areas suffering
from over population as well as a potential money saver due to the fact that less
building space is utilized.
3. Going to year-round school calendar should improve student performance and show
marked growth in many areas of education. Using the state adopted SAT scores,
Illinois will offer a full-ride scholarship to a state university to each school showing
a 10% overall improvement in test scores and growth. The scholarship is to be
awarded to one student based on criteria set by each individual school. If the
chosen student does not want to attend college, but chooses a trade school as an
alternative, then the state shall pay that tuition.
Expected Results:
Students will cover more material in a shorter time because they will not experience “Summer Slide”.
The summer slide is what is commonly experienced by students which is forgetting material
because of the long summer break. Students are more likely to remember what they have been
taught in a 20 day vacation rather than traditional 3 month vacation. This will give an academic
boost to students rather than slowing them down.

Blue - 130

,OOLQRLV<0&$<RXWKDQG*RYHUQPHQW
6WDWH$IIDLUV)RUXP3URSRVDO



Proposal Authors: Abigail McArthur-Self
Delegation: Neuqua Valley High School
Proposal Topic:Term Limits should be imposed for House Representatives.
Position Statement: To inform the public about the necessity of, and proper way to, enstate term limits
for the Illinois Legislative Branch. The primary arguments for the enstatement of term limits include the
addition of new ideas and perspective to the government and the ability to prevent politicians,
especially those viewed as corrupt, from holding power indefinitely. The main con of enstating term
limits can be found in the inexperienced politicians it would create.
Proposal:
1. The Senate, as reflected by their longer terms, is constructed to be a stable body and
govern logically without following factually unsupported trends of the time. By letting
Senators hold unlimited terms, the experience and judgement needed to govern well can be
cultivated and maintained.
2. The House, as reflected by their shorter terms, is constructed to reflect the will of the
people and be more flexible to change. By imposing a four term limit, the House would be
able to keep reasonably experienced people in office, but won’t be as susceptible to
stagnation - such as the recent failure to pass a state budget on time. It will also benefit
from fresh representatives and ideas.
Expected Results:
This system of term limits should provide a well balanced government capable of cultivating the
proper experience and being adaptable to the will of its people.

Blue - 131

,OOLQRLV<0&$<RXWKDQG*RYHUQPHQW
6WDWH$IIDLUV)RUXP3URSRVDO



Proposal Author(s): Blake Minor
Delegation: BBCHS
Proposal Topic: What should be done to better utilize the natural resources of Illinois to become an
energy leader in production and conservation.
Position Statement: Illinois has a plethora of natural resources. These natural resources can substitute
for our other nonrenewable resources.
Proposal:
1. With Illinois having a variety of natural resources, there are many ways of making the state
an energy leader in production and conservation. Three main natural resources are wind,
water, and the sun. Instead of using our limited fossil fuels for our main source of energy
we can use our natural resources as a better, cleaner, and more resourceful form of energy.
2. Illinois has many large water sources such as Lake Michigan, the Mississippi River, the
Illinois River and more. We can use the waters natural current to make energy by installing
machinery like hydroelectric power plants.
3. We can also use wind as source of energy with windmills. This will turn the force of the
wind into usable energy. Installing these in open areas where there is nothing to block the
wind would be ideal.
4. The sun can be harnessed with solar panels and created into solar energy for use. If Illinois
were to put solar panels on every big building and business, It could help supply them with
more energy in a cleaner way.
5. With these ways of harnessing energy, we can conserve our natural supplies of coal and oil
for a time of greater need. Implementing these changes could make Illinois a leader in
energy conservation.
Expected Results:
These implements will help our energy conservation. They can also make Illinois a big leader in
energy conservation. This will also help with pollution and help keep a safe amount of fossil fuels
for a time of need.
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Proposal Author(s):

Manyu Mogallapalli

Delegation:

Legislative Assistant

Proposal Topic:

Homelessness and Poverty



Position Statement: To inform the people of Illinois of the appropriate laws that need to be enacted in
order to decrease poverty and homelessness. Citizens of Illinois deserve affordable housing that is
secure to ensure people hold down jobs, be educated, and have enough money for other basic
necessities. Government funded housing and housing programs can assure that these needs can be met.
Proposal:
1. The state of Illinois should offer a lower rent rate to residents with low income due to minimum
wage in Illinois being $8.25 per hour and According to the annual Out of Reach study (May
2016) by the National Low Income Housing Coalition, a person would have to work 97 hours a
week in order to pay for a two bedroom apartment at market rate. Lowering the rent price would
allow a person to spend less time working and have more time and money for other necessities.
2. Increasing the number of shelters in Illinois will allow brighter futures for the homeless
population. In the 2014-15 fiscal year, there were an estimated number of 38,036 Illinois
residents who were being served in state-funded shelters. Of this, 10,673 were children under
age 18 and 27,363 were adults, living in 26,387 households. The number of people in these
shelters are now stronger financially and mentally; More shelters could offer similar outcomes to
a larger population.
3. Workshops with assistance on supporting their communities should be offered to Homeless
youth and adults living in an unstable situation. Homeless youth face daily challenges while living
on their own. Test scores and performance levels drop when the environment they are around is
unstable. This causes stress and trauma which can have devastating effects. Providing
workshops free of cost where they can receive help and therapy can allow them to have less
reliance on government assistance in the future. Workshops can also be made for adults, to
provide them with skills and tips on how to run a successful household. Information such as how
to pay rent, save money, and apply for insurance will be offered to make the process of getting
back on their feet easier.
Expected Results:
Lowering the rent rate for average housing, increasing the number of shelters, and
providing citizens with workshops that are free of cost to help them run successful households and
overcome stress from facing homelessness and poverty can help Illinois continue reducing the
number of people living without a home or in poverty.
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Proposal Author(s): Johana Morris
Delegation: Bradley-Bourbonnais Community High School
Proposal Topic: Laws that should be enacted to lessen the rate of recidivism of prisoners in Illinois.
Position Statement: To propose laws that would help to improve the recidivism rate in Illinois’ prisoners,
like random mandatory drug tests, to making sure that each prisoner is required to getting an education
or learning a trade while in prison. Making stricter laws or longer sentences won’t fix this problem, and
will only make this rate increase.
Proposal:
1. Many people who get out of jail have a hard time finding work afterwards because of lack of
skill,experience,work history, and etc. While in prison people should be taught a certain
skill, like engineering, construction, or any other trade that could help to get them a job in
the future.
2. Roughly, 70% of prisoners lack having an education outside of a middle school or high
school diploma. Over 50% of prisoners can’t read or write above a fifth grade level. In order
for people to make something of themselves they need some sort of a basic education. If
these people are given an education while in prison it may help them to get a job later.
3. Everyone needs guidance at some point in their life and this can be another crucial change
in reducing the rate of recidivism. Prisoners should be given more guidance and structure
while in prison and also once out of prison.
4. Random mandatory drug and alcohol tests would also help decrease this rate. Prisoners
would be less likely to abuse these substances if there was a higher risk of them getting
caught and put back into prison.
5. Many prisoners also get bored once out of prison and go back because they have a lack of
routine in their lives. They should be given the chance to experience other passions aside
from work, like art, cooking, or music. These can help to get them passionate about
something and they may decide to turn their life around in order to pursue these new found
passions.
Expected Results:
Prisoners would be less likely to commit crimes if they were given more of an education or had a
job or passion to focus on and pursue. A few of these proposals already exist, but are not
mandatory. I believe that they should be mandatory because it has been proven many times that
Illinois’ prisoners would go on to get a head start in fulfilling a more typical and productive life with
higher education. They are less likely to get into trouble with the law. I believe that if we were to
have volunteers come in and teach, that this would help to lower the recidivism rate. We spend
roughly $30,000+ every year on each prisoner, once the recidivism rate starts to decrease we could
then take that money and use it to help pay for these classes and programs. This would lead to a
drop in the recidivism rate and would ensure that maintainable life.
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Proposal Author(s):

Fayha Nazeer

Delegation:

Neuqua Valley High School

Proposal Topic:

Teen Sustance Abuse



Position Statement: In order for Illinois to reduce the teen substance abuse, certain steps need to be
taken. Eliminating the root causes would reduce the substance abuse tremendously. Bringing up this
topic and the consequences through common advertisements will also bring more awareness to the
teens. Schools do take an initiative to prevent substance abuse but their methods are not effective
enough so fixing the curriculum is much needed.
Proposal:
1. Mental health disorders and extended periods of stress are the leading causes of teen
substance abuse. By eliminating the leading causes of substance abuse, both substance
abuse and the causes of substance abuse are ended. Mental health disorder and stress
prevention methods should be taught to the students.
2. YouTube advertisements should be used to help endorse substance prevention. Today, 91%
of teens in the US use youtube to distract themselves from schoolwork. With
advertisements placed before the video they watch, they will be forced to watch the 20-30
sec video before watching the video they intended to watch. By doing this repetitively this
information will be engrained in the watchers head.
3. The curriculum in Illinois schools are not as effective as they should be. By incorporating
research based projects into the curriculum, the students would be able to find out the real
world consequences on their own be able to know more about the substances so that when
they are presented with a situation with substances they are able to make the correct
choice. Research based projects would include the student finding information on drug
abuse and how it would affect the human. The students will not be forced to listen to
lectures but seek the information on their own, which is much more effective.
Expected Results:
With these changes incorporated, teen substance abuse will decrease in Illinois. Mental health
disorders and stress cause teens to turn to drugs and when the two causes are eliminated, teens
will turn less and less to drugs. School’s often spend from 1-2 weeks on drug abuse and by simply
extending the time period of this lesson taught and using more effective methods, teen substance
abuse will reduce dramatically.
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Proposal Author(s): Valerie Nevarez
Delegation:

Eisenhower High School

Proposal Topic: What should Illinois do to improve police and community relations and reinforce the
protect and serve motto?
Position Statement: Illinois should promote programs to improve Illinois citizens understanding of the
police motto ‘protect and serve’ in order to eliminate negative images of police officers being
mainstreamed by today’s society.
Proposal:
1. In order for police departments and their members to receive state benefits, the state will
require that each department host three gatherings or community events for their
communities in which the people they serve can meet with the officers. At the gatherings,
they may be used to have open discussions about community goals and expectations.
2. Extend programs to high school level, for example “Officer Friendly”, in which police come
into schools to discuss current events and influence better choices for teens as well as
explain consequences for teens actions.
3. The state will buy air time at local news broadcast stations to report stories about the
good deeds that officers and community members do to promote a more balanced social
opinion of police interactions and an overall better sense of community.
4. The state shall mandate that police departments will stress the use of anonymous calls and
hotlines in areas of high crime rates or the inner city to increase the reports in a safe way
as to not put good citizens in danger and hope to eliminate the stigma as exemplified by
the phrase “snitches get stitches”.
5. The state shall mandate that police departments increase presence in areas in which the
community feels needs more security or there is a sense of urgency. The community
members can petition the state to request increased police presence in hopes to more
quickly facilitate the overall knowledge of community concerns.
Expected Results:
The community will put more trust in the police and feel more secure with the officers serving to
protect their neighborhoods. The negative ideas about the police will begin to reduce as these
negative depictions will be balanced with positive ones. The cooperation between police and
community will return because people will feel safer knowing they can contact the police and not
feel threatened within their community as a consequence. An overall improved sense of community
will hopefully trickle down further into other aspects of community members lives, such as school
and work.
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Proposal Author(s):
Delegation:



Indraneel Pai
Neuqua Valley High School

Proposal Topic:

STD/STI Rates

Position Statement:

To reduce the instances of STD and STI rates in the state of Illinois. There is

currently little attention in Illinois on the number of STD/STI cases per year in the state. However, there
are over 60,000 reported STD cases per year in Illinois. This epidemic is causing many health problems
and greater funding and public awareness methods can help resolve these issues. Continuing to ignore
this problem will result in widespread outbreaks of diseases, especially among young teens, and have
harmful effects on the state as a whole.
Proposal:
1. In Illinois, like in many states, prostitution is illegal. In order to eliminate prostitution as a means
of spreading STDs, Illinois should legalize, regulate, and tax prostitution to lower the instances of
diseases. This taxes will then be used for the funding of the rest of the proposal.
A law in Rhode Island once accidentally legalized prostitution for seven years, between 2003 and
2009. During this time, STD cases dropped by up to 30%.
2.Many schools in Illinois still do not have a comprehensive health or sex ed program because they
are not required to. A universal sex ed program should be mandated in all schools in Illinois to
better spread awareness of STDs to teens.
3. Many parents do not currently talk to or educate their children about STDs. In order to increase
the at-home learning and awareness of a child about STDs, the Illinois government should
encourage parents to educate themselves and take classes to properly understand this issue.
4.The CDC currently funds the state and local departments to treat STDs. This program should be
expanded to also fund methods of prevention of STDS to proactively combat the problem.
Expected Results:
The STD rates in Illinois could reduce STD spread by as much as 30% and lower the susceptibility of
others. Proper treatment and mandates to improve the quality of and exposure to education on this
topic would assist with prevention and subsequently lower the STD rates. Additionally, parents
would also be given greater awareness and promote discussion in the household.
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Proposal Author(s):

Anjali Patel

Delegation:

Lake Park High School



Proposal Topic:How should Illinois promote energy efficient products?
Position Statement:

Illinois should promote energy efficient products by having local government

officials inform citizens in their communities the benefits of changing from their original energy using
products to more efficient ones.

Proposal:
1. Local government officials such as mayor and others on the town board will be expected to
inform small business and citizens of the community about opportunities switch to energy
efficient products.
2. Payment plans will be offered and slightly subsidized to those who need it. This will ensure
that people of all classes will get equal opportunities to use energy efficient products. Also
those who are able to make the switch to energy-efficient products will receive a tax break
dependent on income and business.
3. People of the community that use a certain amount of fossil fuel or energy excessively will
receive a notice that requires them to either use less of that energy or switch to an energy
efficient product. If neither of these are followed they will be fined.
Expected Results:
Every year the Earth depletes in massive amount of natural resources and puts ourselves
and other species in danger. This is due to humans enormous use in fossil fuels and other energy
users that increase global warming. Examples of energy efficient products such as air-purifiers and
cleaners for appliances or air-source heat pumps for heating and cooling systems are just a few
types of switches people can make. For our sake and the lives of your future children we must
create awareness and laws that encourage change in our society. These laws will reduce
unnecessary energy wastage and not only save people money in the long run but they will be part
of the statewide movement to improve our environment.
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Proposal Author(s): Jayna Patel
Delegation: Lake Park High School
Proposal Topic: Bringing smart technolgy to Illinois.
Position Statement: Smart technology would benefit Illinois as a whole.

Proposal:
1. In Illinois, cars and smart technology have been very closely related. In focus on tolls on
highways, there should be strategic pricing for when toll roads are used. I propose that
when toll roads are used at less populated times the toll should be less and when used at
more popular times, the toll should be more. Putting this proposal in play would help Illinois
support the repairment of roads used more often(specifically highways). The charge will not
be significantly changed but will include a small surcharge added on. The charge during less
frequent time of driving on these roads would decrease slightly in order to reach an
equilibrium or profit for the state. This money collected from tolls should only be used on
repairing roads and other necessities(in relation to the roads). For example, the Kennedy
Expressway most popular time for the usage is in the early morning at the O’hare Airport
exit. From 5:00AM - 8:00AM there should be a greater charge to create more revenue for
the state. On the reverse, At 2:00PM - 5:00PM, the charge will be less. The smart
technology will be implemented through the existing idea of the I-Pass. The I-Pass can be
updated to have a screen with the charges of the toll(s) in an hour.
Expected Results:
2. There should be an evaluation of the traffic patterns on each highway mostly in
metropolitan areas. This will determine the pricing on each highway during specific time
areas. The I-Pass look will change specifically concerning a small screen with the charge of
the toll(s). In a study conducted by the Illinois Tollway, more than 87% of customers of the
Illinois Tollway use an I-Pass. Since there are so many people using this type of technology,
it would be very beneficial to implement the new type of I-Pass and would produce a lot of
revenue for the state.
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Proposal Author(s):

Nicholas Paterala

Delegation:

Lake Park



Proposal Topic: Illinois should use standardized tests to improve schools.
Position Statement: Illinois schools should be utilizing data from several different sources in order to
improve schools. Standardized tests should be one source of that data. Utilizing only standardized tests
does not give adequate information on the school’s performance because it is only one snapshot in time.
Proposal:
1. In addition to statewide standardized tests, other assessments should be used to help
evaluate students and improve schools. The NWEA MAP test is an effective assessment to
use in addition to statewide tests because it gives results as soon as the student is done
and breaks their skill down into a handful of categories. Also this can be used to chart
individual achievement overtime because it is taken three times a year.
2. Looking at district wide scores should also be used to improve schools. This can allow them
to look at a group of students in the same subject and grade and track how well they do
overtime. Likewise, the district can see whether these students are learning what they
should be over that time and if the teachers are teaching them what they need to know.
3. Accompanying the scores of the district as a whole, teachers should get the scores of their
students back and look over them to reflect on how everyone did. The class average could
be very high but one student in the class could have done very poorly and it should be the
teacher’s responsibility to confront that student and help improve his or her scores to help
improve the overall performance of the school and district.
4. The students in the school’s grades need to be taken into account also because some
students might be getting very good grades but they don’t do well on tests, and other
students might just not care.
5. The way that standardized tests are taken in schools is just not as effective as they should
be. Some students could be having an off day, or something happened that day that has
their concentration and not the assessment. Which can lower their score nd the average of
the school and district. They also do a poor job at measuring certain attributes such as
critical thinking and creativity.
Expected Results:
Schools will be able to improve greatly with not only the use of standardized tests. This will also
help the students receive better educations and the school will be able to improve even more from
that. The students will receive a more individualized education by looking at their assessment
scores and comparing them with other students in their grade.
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Proposal Author(s):

Konrad Powell

Delegation:

Williamsville High School



Proposal Topic: Term limits for State elected officials
Position Statement:Illinois should limit the terms of state senators and representatives to a maximum of
10 years, and the governor should be limited to 2.75 terms.

Proposal:
1. As of now the Illinois General Assembly has no term limits on senators or representatives.
2. The State of Illinois should implement a standard that senators may not serve for more than
10 years and representatives may not serve more than 5 years.
3. I also propose that governors should only be allowed to serve for 2.75 terms. Each term will
last 4 years.
4. Right now, the five longest serving members of the General Assembly are: Representative
Michael Madigan (44 years, Democrat), Senator John Cullerton (36 years, Democrat),
Representative Barbara Flynn Currie (36 years, Democrat), Representative Mary Flowers (30
years, Democrat), and Lou Lang (28 years Democrat).
5. These five members have had unrestricted time to build a political machine that controls
whatever happens in the General Assembly.
6. It is this political machine that has failed to pass a comprehensive budget for the State of
Illinois in 2016 and it looks like they will fail to pass a comprehensive budget once again in
the 2017 fiscal year. This political machine is led by the Speaker of the House, Michael
Madigan, who has used this machine to block budgets suggested by Republican members of
the general assembly due to Republican governor Bruce Rauner’s request that we cut
spending by 6 billion dollars. It was this political machine that decided to propose a budget
that raised spending by 4 billion dollars. It was vetoed by Governor Rauner.
7. It is time to crush the corruption the corrupts our state.
Expected Results: This will cause political machines to no longer be virtually invincible due to
their shortened life expectancy and will free senators and representatives to no longer have to
submit to their donors’ wants, because their time in the General Assembly is greatly shortened.
Furthermore, I expect that assembly members will become less corrupt because of their newfound
non-reliance on keeping big donors happy, and they will finally start to listen to the people of
Illinois and start benefiting the public.
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Proposal Author(s): Chloe Pryor
Delegation:

Carl Sandburg High School

Proposal Topic:

What alternative schedules should Illinois schools adopt to be more effective

(E.g., late start times, year round school or 4 day weeks with 3 day weekends)?
Position Statement: School schedules should not be altered.

Proposal:
Everyday, nearly every school in the USA starts around 8am and ends around 3pm. Many
people argue that school is too early and students cannot get the sleep they need to effectively
perform at school. Students typically need around 7-9 hours of sleep to be completely energized.
Although delaying schools start time has some pros, there would be far more cons. If school started
later (approximately 9 or 10am), overtime students would go to bed later and later and get the
same amount of sleep they would when school started at 8. Starting school later would not give
students more rest time, simply because they are still going to get less sleep no matter what. Also,
if school started later, this means it would end later, around 4 or 5pm. This means that after school
activities would run even later. If that happened, it would be dark outside when students left, less
time for homework, and less family and relaxment time. 70% of polls say that school hours should
remain the same and students should go to bed earlier. Overtime, the pros would grow to be cons,
and although the time would be later, some students will still be tired and unprepared for school. If
we want prepared students, they need to go to bed earlier to be energized and ready to learn.
Expected Results:
School hours should remain the same.
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Proposal Author: Mia Riggan
Delegation: Mount Vernon Township High School
Proposal Topic: Standardized testing should be closely evaluated in Illinois in order to improve
schools.
Position Statement: Closely evaluating grade schools and high schools standardized test scores in
Illinois will help to improve schools in areas that are lacking the correct knowledge or skills.
Standardized tests also help students prepare for later challenges in life.
Proposal:
1. Standardized tests are a reliable way of testing student achievements. Standardized tests check the
students knowledge and make the sure the teacher is doing their job, so if the teacher is not doing
their job the administration will know immediately through the scores in the students tests.
Therefore giving the administration the job of helping teachers know what subjects or areas that
need to be focused on.
2. Standardized testing is a way to test students fairly without anyone feeling excluded. When
teachers give tests or quizzes most of the time they are graded unfairly because one student is
given more time or a greater chance of getting an answer correct. (short answers, sentences… etc.)
In standardized tests there is a right and a wrong answer making sure everyone is graded fairly.
This will help improve students knowledge and skills because students will not be favored over one
another.
3. Standardized tests are a way to evaluate what the students have learned and shouldn’t be
stressful. There is no reason for the test to be stressful because it is just measuring the amount of
knowledge or skill a student has. It will show what areas a student is lacking and what areas the
student is excelling. This will also help the teachers know where they are lacking in material or
funding.
4. Research shows that nearly half of high school students go to community or in state colleges after
high school. Taking standardized tests in gradeschool and highschool will help prepare these
students for tests or exams in college. Most high schools have a way for students to get exempt
from highschool exams, so this will help take place of the exams. Also, most colleges require
students to score a certain percentage on a test to even be considered to be admitted to their
school.
5. Standardized testing will help students prepare for a career that makes them take a standardized
test to be qualified for the career they desire. Some careers such as, pilots, physicians,real estate
brokers and lawyers, make the interviewees take tests and score in a certain point range in order
to be qualified for the job. The company or firm has to make sure their workers have the correct
skills and knowledge for the job.
6. 70% of students in grade schools and high schools did not meet the reading and mathematics
expectations set for their grade last year. In order to help this, teachers need to be more aware of
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the test scores in order to help raise them. I don’t think teachers need to teach straight from the
test, but instead when teaching these subjects focus on the areas that need to be focused to help
improve the test scores for the next year or time the students take the test.
7. Even though homeschoolers in Illinois are considered a private school and have to follow the same
curriculum as the public school, they don’t have to take standardized tests. One downfall of this is,
if someone who went to an unaccredited grade school “homeschool” and then decided they wanted
to play high school sports, they wouldn’t be able too. Every public high school requires that each
student takes a standardized test to make sure the students are at the grade level they wish to be
in.
8. High schoolers and grade schoolers also take the test for a purpose of the state. The state needs
to know what schools have lower test scores than other schools, so they can fund and give the
correct materials to the correct schools. Giving the correct materials to the correct schools can
help the school improve in their test scores tremendously.
Expected Results:
Students taking standardized tests will result in an improvement of schools and a better
preparement of students for challenges found later on in life for many reasons. One reason is that
students that take standardized tests are proven to do better on exams in college and a better
placement in classes. Another reason is that the state of Illinois needs to know what schools to
fund and provide materials too. The last reason is that standardized tests will help prepare
students for possible career choices in the future. I believe this shows why students should take
standardized tests.
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Proposal Author(s):

Philip Scarim

Delegation:

Stagg High School

Proposal Topic:

General Assembly Term Limit Reform (5)

Position Statement:

To stop the further spread of corruption & stagnancy and to promote unbiased

change in our Illinois General Assembly, harsher term limits need to be enforced. The legislative branch in
Illinois is more focused on re-election and retaining power than writing legislation to benefit the people
who elected them. The public outcry for term limits needs to be satisfied to ensure a more stable and
prosperous future for our state.
Proposal:
1. Existing public petitions for term limits need to be recognized and must be taken into
consideration during a push for legislation.
2. These petitions need more popular support to surge against an over ruling of
signatures by the Illinois Supreme Court. Once the desired number of signatures is
achieved, a Constitutional Amendment can be introduced and the amendment process
can begin.
3. During local elections, the people must elect pro-term limit candidates, increasing
support in the General Assembly for support and eventual approval of the new
amendment. This is the most vital step of the proposal, as much support is needed in
both the House and Senate to pass this legislature.
4. The proposed amendment to our Illinois Constitution should enact a limit of two terms
for all government officials, not necessarily the General Assembly. This model is proven
to work at the highest office of our country and will be beneficial to the health of our
Illinois government. The people of Illinois need to be further educated about why this
new Amendment should be passed and our Illinois Constitution amended.
Expected Results:
Trust between the pubic and the General Assembly can finally be on the path to
restoration. Our elected officials will now be focused and driven to better our state,
putting the good of the people before their own. The legislative process will be hastened,
accomplishing more for our state without prioritizing re-election. Our Illinois government
as a whole will benefit from the introduction of term limits.
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Proposal Author: Anthony Slade
Delegation: Lake Park High School
Proposal Topic: Alternative Schedules for Illinois School
Position Statement: The scheduling for schools, especially regarding high schools, is overall
disadvantageous for many high school students, and should be changed to accommodate for the stress
and anxiety of students in Illinois.
Proposal:
1. Schools should be required to start after 8:30 AM. This would also obviously make the
school day for most schools go later, but most teenagers’ sleep schedules are dictated by
the light outside, (studies from Stanford University prove this) so most students are to be
expected to get more sleep that is necessary for them to function. 82% of middle schools
and high schools start before 8:30 AM. Also, 2 out of 3 students do not get the
recommended amount of sleep in the US, and this must be changed.
2. Schools should be required to switch to a 4 day week schedule for economic and
educational reasons. Bus transportation is very expensive, and having buses have to pick up
students one day less a week will decrease this cost. Additionally, student attendance and
grades would be expected to rise
3. A trimester plan should be instituted in high schools. This would make teachers and
students have a closer connection because it would make the amount of classes teachers
have to teach and students have to take go down because electives and other classes would
be divided.
Expected Results:
If this law was put into place, then many students would live happier and healthier lifestyles and
would be more likely to have a successful future due to the prospect of higher grades and less of a
chance to develop depressive and unhealthy thoughts and habits. Making the school start time later
for all schools would benefit almost all students across the state. 82% of middle schools and high
schools start before 8:30 AM. In Illinois, the average start time for high schools is about 8:13 AM,
which is much too early for many high school students to function at their highest level and be able
to succeed. 2 out of 3 students do not meet the recommended amount of sleep of 8 hours.
Students that were put on a later schedule in Kentucky said they had less stress and felt less
anxiety when going to school at these earlier times. Additionally, the four day week schedule was
implemented in Saratoga, Arkansas, and $40,000 was saved and grades on standardized tests
raised significantly. If this was implemented more, than more schools may be able to see these
beneficial effects. The trimester plan proved to be beneficial in Westfield Washington School in
Indiana. Tardiness and absences declined 25%, and many students were able to get better grades.
They also said there was less stress put on them because there were less classes at once.
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Proposal Author(s): Bill Spaniol
Delegation:

Williamsville

Proposal Topic:Poverty
Position Statement:
The State of Illinois should pass legislation that would increase jobs and
encourage work instead of providing handouts the unemployed and impoverished.
Proposal:
1.
Poverty has been a problem since the beginning of time. The poverty standard in Illinois for a family
of four is an annual income of $24,300 or lower. By this standard, 14.4% of Illinoisans fall under this line.
This isn’t surprising since our unemployment rate itself is 44th in the nation at 7.1%.
Today, Americans aren’t overly pushed to work hard to achieve aspirations. The ease of access of
information with the technological age acts as a crutch. Debt has run rampant among citizens since the
penalties aren’t immediate. Also, an overall lack of discipline has become the norm in our nation.
The answer to our state’s poverty problem is encouraging the unemployed to work, not the enabling
them to sit and waste time on other tax-payer’s money.
In 2012, the Department of Human Services spent $4.1 million on grants, such as alcohol and drug
abuse rehabilitation, family and community services, and welfare according to the Illinois State Comptroller.
This figure is still fairly accurate since the horrible state of Illinois’ budget has not improved.
As of August, 2015, 1,938,304 people were on the SNAP or Supplemental Nutrition Assistance
Program. They were receiving food paid for by the taxpayers.
This program costs the taxpayers
$73,935,990.
2.
Illinois should implement a system consisting of goals and milestones set by the Department of
Health and Human Services. The milestones will be set at a one year interval to highly encourage participants
to meet their goals.
3.
People would have more self reliance at each interval. Supplemental benefits such as a monetary card
can only be used for necessities, like the LINK card. This card will only have a set amount of cash for the year
period so as to encourage responsibility with purchases. The aid recipient will take responsibility for
whatever the recipient doesn’t have. The aid recipient will need to work more or live within their budget
making do with less. This teaches responsibility.
4. By the user’s first milestone he or she will be required to have a job while receiving the highest amount of
supplemental income. That is all it is, supplemental; a job will be required to make ends meet.
5. The supplemental income will drop 20% each year for five years until it is cut off after the last 365 days.
6. Each supplement will have an individual amount that can only be used for education. This is not only for
college, but it can be used for trade schools. Trade schools will probably be utilized more frequently for cost
reasons.
7. Exceptions will be made for people with total mental and physical disability for any occupation. People who
have a mental or physical disability can be assigned work according to their abilities. There needs to be
medical documention for application of an exception.
Expected Results:
I expect this program to create Illinois citizens with responsibility and self-reliance.
This will cut down substantially on the people taking advantage of the system and encourage them to make
their own way.This will also save on income tax in this state which will in turn allow business to come back to
Illinois creating more job opportunity. I believe this is the answer to the long-time issue of poverty in any
land.
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3URSRVDO7RSLF,QWHQVLI\FRQVHTXHQFHVLQVFKRROIRUWHHQVXEVWDQFHDEXVH
3URSRVDO7RSLF,QWHQVLI\FRQVHTXHQFHVLQVFKRROIRUWHHQVXEVWDQFHDEXVH
,QWHQVLI\FRQVHTXHQFHVLQVFKRROIRUWHHQVXEVWDQFHDEXVH  
3RVLWLRQ6WDWHPHQW
3RVLWLRQ6WDWHPHQW 7RGHFUHDVHWHHQVXEVWDQFHDEXVHE\LQWHQVLI\LQJWKHFRQVHTXHQFHVLQ
VFKRROV7HHQDJHUVDUHQRWWDNLQJWKHDEXVHRIGUXJVVHULRXVO\HQRXJK%\KDYLQJKDUVKHU
FRQVHTXHQFHVWKHXVHRIGUXJVZRXOGEHFRPHLQVLJQLILFDQWWRDGROHVFHQWVDQGVHWDVWDQGDUGIRU
WKHXSFRPLQJJHQHUDWLRQV
3URSRVDO
3URSRVDO
 7KHGULYLQJSULYLOHJHVRIVWXGHQWVIRXQGDEXVLQJVXEVWDQFHVVKRXOGEHUHYRNHGXQWLOWKHVWXGHQWLV
FRPSOHWHO\IUHHRIGUXJV$IWHUIDLOLQJDGUXJWHVWWKHVWXGHQWVKRXOGQRORQJHUEHDEOHWRGULYHWR
VFKRRORUWRVFKRROUHODWHGHYHQWVXQWLOWKH\KDYHSDVVHGDGUXJWHVWWDNHQWKURXJKWKHVFKRRO,I
WKH\DUHFDXJKWDEXVLQJDQ\VXEVWDQFHVDIWHUWKDWWKHLUVFKRROUHODWHGGULYLQJSULYLOHJHVVKRXOGEH
UHYRNHGIRUWKHUHVWRIWKHDFDGHPLFVFKRRO\HDU$WWKHEHJLQQLQJRIWKHQH[WVFKRRO\HDULIWKH
VWXGHQW VWLOO DWWHQGV KLJK VFKRRO WKH\ VKRXOG EH UHTXLUHG WR WDNH DQG SDVV DQRWKHU GUXJ WHVW WR
UHQHZWKHLUGULYLQJSULYLOHJHVIRUWKDWVFKRRO\HDU7HVWVWKDWDIIHFWDVWXGHQW VGULYLQJSULYLOHJHV
VKRXOGFRPHIURPWKHPRQH\FROOHFWHGZKHQDVWXGHQWEX\VDSDUNLQJVSRW,ISDUNLQJVSRWVDUHRI
QRFRVWDQDGGLWLRQDOFKDUJHVKRXOGEHDGGHGZKHQWKHVWXGHQWUHJLVWHUVIRUVFKRRO
 $WKOHWHVWKDWDEXVHVXEVWDQFHVSRRUO\UHSUHVHQWWKHLUVFKRRODQGDUHOHVVOLNHO\WREHLQWKHULJKW
SK\VLFDOFRQGLWLRQWKDWWKHLUVSRUWVUHTXLUH(DFKVWXGHQWZDQWLQJWRSDUWLFLSDWHLQVSRUWVVKRXOGEH
UHTXLUHGWRSDVVDGUXJWHVWEHIRUHEHLQJSODFHGRQWKHWHDP'UXJWHVWLQJVKRXOGDOVREHFRPPRQ
WKURXJKRXWWKHVSRUWVHDVRQIRUDWKOHWHV,IDQDWKOHWHLVWHVWHGDQGIDLOVWKH\VKRXOGEHVLWRXW
IURPJDPHVRUFRPSHWLWLRQVDQGSUDFWLFHVXQWLOWKH\FDQEHWHVWHGDQGSDVV,QLWLDOWHVWVVKRXOGEH
IXQGHG E\ WKH VFKRRO V DWKOHWLF SURJUDP DQG DQ\ DGGLWLRQDO WHVWV WKURXJKRXW WKH \HDU GXH WR
VXVSHQVLRQRIVXEVWDQFHDEXVHVKRXOGEHSDLGIRUE\WKHVSRUWVIXQGLWVHOI
 6WXGHQWVVKRXOGEHWROGWKHFRQVHTXHQFHVIRUIDLOLQJDGUXJWHVWEHIRUHWKH\DUHWHVWHG.QRZLQJ
WKH FRQVHTXHQFHV EHIRUHKDQG LV D ZD\ WR SUHYHQW VXEVWDQFH DEXVH EHIRUH LW RFFXUV 7KLV
LQIRUPDWLRQ VKRXOG DOVR EH UHPLQGHG WR WKH VWXGHQWV SHULRGLFDOO\ WKURXJKRXW WKH \HDU UHPLQGLQJ
WKHPZKDWLVDWULVNLIWKH\DUHFDXJKWGRLQJGUXJVRUGULQNLQJDOFRKRO
([SHFWHG5HVXOWV
([SHFWHG5HVXOWV
%\KDYLQJKDUVKHUFRQVHTXHQFHVDQGPDNLQJWKHPNQRZQWRVWXGHQWVLQVFKRROVWKHDEXVHRIGUXJV
DQGDOFRKROLVH[SHFWHGWRQRWLFHDEO\GHFUHDVH6WXGHQWVDQGDWKOHWHVDOLNHZLOONQRZWKH
FRQVHTXHQFHVDQGZKDWLVDWVWDNHEHIRUHWKH\SDUWLFLSDWHLQVXEVWDQFHDEXVH7KLVZLOODOORZWKHP
WRUHWKLQNGUXJVDQGDOFRKROEHIRUHWKH\HYHUFRPHLQFRQWDFWZLWKWKHPDQGE\KDYLQJPRUHDW
ULVNWKH\DUHOLNHO\QRWWRSDUWDNHDWDOO
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Proposal Author(s):

Barry Varley

Delegation:

Carl Sandburg High School

Proposal Topic:

What should be done to better utilize the natural resources of Illinois to become

an energy leader in production and conservation?
Position Statement:

In Illinois we can be more energy efficient and create more energy than we

actually are.

Proposal:
We are the number one user of coal power in the United states of America. We are also
seventh in carbon emission. Illinois could build more wind turbine and use lake Michigan for power.
A wind turbine costs three thousand dollars to eight thousand dollars roughly. A coal plant cost
three thousand five hundred dollars per kilowatt. That is a big difference. It's a lot cheaper and
cleaner. And it takes up less space. Illinois could also use turbines in the water in Lake Michigan
and the Chicago River.
Illinois produced 12.8 million acres of corn in two thousand and twelve which was the
fourth most in the United States. Corn is apart of the production in ethanol. Ethanol has many
uses from varnishes to additives in gasoline. Ethanol is a big factor in production of fuel. So if
Illinois used more corn for ethanol instead of feed for cattle or human consumption they would be
more fuel efficient and be a big producer of fuel.
Expected Results:
So if Illinois took advantage of their resources they could be the number one producer of energy. If
they use wind turbines they could make energy that way. If Illinois use lake michigan they could
produce energy. And if Illinois used their corn they could make energy.
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Proposal Author: Laura Villanueva
Delegation: Dwight D Eisenhower
Proposal Topic: What should Illinois do to lower STD and STI (Sexually Transmitted Diseases and
Infections) rates?
Position Statement: Illinois is not utilizing all of their available resources to the best of their ability to
keep people safe from the epidemic. With the solutions provided it will keep people more safe and better
educated about the environment around them.
Proposal:
1. The most effective way to avoid STIs is to abstain from sex completely. The state can
continue to promote this message through its already implemented sex education program.
2. By getting the vaccines for HPV before becoming sexually active, it can protect us from
some common types of HPV. It is recommended to get all 3 doses starting at the age of 11
through 12. Doctors and physicians can improve the rate of vaccinations by making them
available at local pharmacies, similar to that of the flu shot.
3. People should practice mutual monogamy which means that you agree to be sexually active
with only one person, who has agreed to be sexually active only with you. Being in a longterm mutually monogamous relationship with an uninfected partner is one of the most
reliable ways to avoid STDs. But you must both be certain you are not infected with STDs. It
is important to have an open and honest conversation with your partner. The State of
Illinois can advertise as to the importance of STD testing on dating websites and apps to
help promote the importance of being tested and being honest with your partner.
4. Statistics show that in 2013, 47% of high school students reported having sexual
intercourse.The correct and consistent use of the male latex condoms are highly effective in
reducing STD transmission. Other birth contraceptives may protect from getting you
pregnant but not against STDs and STIs. The state should pass legislation making it
mandatory for public bathrooms to have condom dispensers available; as well as a tax
deduction for public high schools that choose to install condom dispensers to help reduce
the rate of unprotected teenage sex.
5. Parents should start educating children about sex at an earlier age. This can help children
understand and feel better about their bodies as they become curious about them. Studies
have shown that some sex education is better than no sex education at all. Studies also
show that people who had a lesson about the “birds and the bees” with their parents are
less likely to participate in risky behavior. The state can create a website with vital
information about sex education for varying ages and education levels for both parents and
children to access. The website will also incorporate helpful tips for parents, as well as
frequently asked questions by children at varying ages, and how to broach the subject of
sex education with their children.
Expected Results:
The STD and STI rates will lower in Illinois and people will learn to trust their parents and doctors
about this serious topic. This eventually will lead to less infections and people can start to live a
healthier and safer lifestyle.
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ILQGLQJVWUDWHJLHVWRUHGXFHDQGSUHYHQWWHHQVXEVWDQFHDEXVHLVFUXFLDOIRUDGROHVFHQWV
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 0DQ\WREDFFRSURGXFWVDUHHDV\IRUWHHQVWRDFFHVVDQGSXUFKDVH0RUHUHJXODWLRQVDQGUHTXLUHPHQWVVXFK
DVUHSDFNDJLQJUHVWULFWLRQVVKRXOGEHPDGHWROLPLWWKHDFFHVVWRVXFKSURGXFWV,QFUHDVLQJWKHPLQLPXPDJH
WREX\WREDFFRSURGXFWVIURPWRVKRXOGEHDXWKRUL]HGLQWKHVWDWHRI,OOLQRLV

 &RPPXQLW\ LQWHUYHQWLRQ SURJUDPV VKRXOG EH SODFHG LQ VFKRRO GLVWULFWV WR KHOS WHHQV IHHO FRPIRUWDEOH ZLWK
RSHQLQJ XS DERXW VXEVWDQFH PLVXVH DQG WR SURYLGH WKHP ZLWK DQ RSSRUWXQLW\ WR DVN IRU KHOS 7KH
LQWHUYHQWLRQV ZLOO DOORZ WKH VWXGHQWV WR PHHW ZLWK WKHLU IDPLO\ PHPEHUV DQG FORVH IULHQGV DORQJ ZLWK
SURIHVVLRQDOLQWHUYHQWLRQLVWV7KHFRVWVQHHGHGIRUWKHVHSURJUDPVFDQEHSURYLGHGSDUWLDOO\E\WKHVWDWHRI
,OOLQRLVDVZHOODVIXQGUDLVLQJIURPWKHFRPPXQLW\DQGSXEOLFVFKRROV:LWKWKLVVWUDWHJ\PRUHWKDQRI
WKHSDUWLFLSDQWVZLOODFFHSWKHOS

 &RQGXFWLQJGUXJWHVWVLQVFKRROVRQVWXGHQWVZLWKHQRXJKHYLGHQFHRIVXEVWDQFHPLVXVHRUDUHLQYROYHGLQDQ
H[WUDFXUULFXODU VSRUW FDQ KHOS LQ WKH SURFHVV RI SUHYHQWLRQ 6WXGHQWV WKDW DUH VHHQ ZLWK SRVVHVVLRQ RI
VXEVWDQFHVZLOOEHUHTXLUHGWRSDUWDNHLQDGUXJWHVWZLWKWKHQRWLILFDWLRQRIWKHVWXGHQWµVOHJDOJXDUGLDQ V 
7KLVFDQSUHYHQWRUGHFUHDVHWKHULVNRIIXWXUHPLVXVHVDVZHOO

 +ROGLQJ FRQIHUHQFHV DQG VHPLQDUV LQ PLGGOH VFKRROV DQG KLJK VFKRROV IRU SDUHQWV FDQ HGXFDWH WKHP 6LQFH
SDUHQWDOLQIOXHQFHKDVDELJLPSDFWRQWHHQVXEVWDQFHDEXVHWHDFKLQJWKHPHIIHFWLYHZD\VRIFRPPXQLFDWLQJ
ZLWK WKHLU FKLOG ZLOO EH KHOSIXO (PDLOV DQG FDOOV ZLOO EH VHQW WR SDUHQWV UHJDUGLQJ WKH GHWDLOV DERXW WKH
VHPLQDUV DQG DWWHQGDQFH ZLOO EH KLJKO\ UHFRPPHQGHG $Q\ LPSRUWDQW LQIRUPDWLRQ GLVFXVVHG GXULQJ WKH
VHPLQDUVZLOOEHVHQWWRSDUHQWVWKDWDUHXQDEOHWRDWWHQG$GYLFHVVXFKDVOLPLWLQJDQGDYRLGLQJWKHLQIOXHQFH
RIPHGLDDQGRWKHUVRXUFHVRQWKHLUFKLOGWKDWSRUWUD\VXEVWDQFHDEXVHLQDSRVLWLYHOLJKWFDQDOVRGHFUHDVH
WKHSRVVLELOLW\RIPLVXVHLQWKHIXWXUH

 (GXFDWLQJDGROHVFHQWVVWDUWLQJIURPWKJUDGHFDQLQFUHDVHDZDUHQHVVRQWKHGDQJHUVRIKRZHDVLO\RQHFDQ
EHFRPHDGGLFWHG2WKHUFRQFHSWVVXFKDVSHHUSUHVVXUHDQGZD\VWRDYRLGQHJDWLYHLQIOXHQFHVVKRXOGDOVR
EHWDXJKW7KLVZLOOEHDGGHGWRWKHKHDOWKFODVVFXUULFXOXPDVDUHTXLUHGXQLWVWDUWLQJLQPLGGOHVFKRRO
([SHFWHG5HVXOWV
,WLVH[SHFWHGWKDWE\UDLVLQJDZDUHQHVVDQGSURYLGLQJKHOSDQGJXLGDQFHWKHUHZLOOEHDGHFUHDVHLQWKHUDWH
RIWHHQVXEVWDQFHPLVXVH%\KDYLQJWKHFRPPXQLW\WKHSHRSOHDQGWKHVFKRROVJHWLQYROYHGWKHUHZLOOEHD
ODUJHULPSDFWRQWKHSURFHVVRIHOLPLQDWLQJGUXJDEXVHDPRQJDGROHVFHQWV
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STATE OF ILLINOIS
Sixty-Eighth Session
Illinois Youth Legislature

Introduced by:

Referred to Committee: Gray 1

Senate Sponsor:

Pooja Vemu

House Sponsor:

Heather Walsh

Co-Sponsors:

Bianca Duran, Rhea Shrivastava

Delegation:

Waubonsie Valley High School

A BILL
For an Act amending Chapter 111 Section 415, of the Illinois Compiled Statutes, relating to
proper disposal of industrial waste.
BE IT ENACTED BY THE YMCA YOUTH LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ILLINOIS.
1
2

Section I. This bill will mandate more ecologically responsible methods for industrial waste
disposal by corporations.

3
4

Section II. Industrial waste is defined as rejected or surplus materials produced by a
manufacturing or industrial process.

5
6
7

Section III. This bill will require at least 50 percent of all recyclable industrial waste be
properly recycled, along with 30 percent of all non toxic industrial waste be properly
incinerated for energy.

8
9

Section IV. This bill will mandate the creation of a Industrial Waste Disposal Oversight
Committee to ensure every corporation adheres to the regulations.

10
11

Section V. All corporations will be required to submit yearly reports on their methods of
industrial waste disposal.

12
13
14

Section VI. The Industrial Waste Disposal Oversight Committee will review all materials
submitted by corporations and conduct random audits to ensure the integrity of the
reports.
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15
16
17
18
19

Section VII. Failure to meet the minimum requirements of proper waste disposal or to
register with the Industrial Waste Disposal Oversight Committee will result in a fine in
proportion to the corporation’s net worth. The first offense will result in a fine of 0.1% of
the corporation’s net worth. The second offense will result in a fine of 0.5% of the
corporation's net worth. The third offense will result in 1% of the corporation's net worth.

20
21
22

Section VIII. The creation of the oversight committee will require $2,000,000 additional
funding for the Illinois Environmental Protection Agency, which can be subsidized by the
fines corporations who fail to meet are subject to pay.

23
24

Section IV. This Bill shall go into effect on January 1st, 2018, upon the signature of the
Youth Governor of the State of Illinois.
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LOBBYIST POSITION PAPER
Lobbyist Name:

Ellen Sweeney

Delegation:

Waubonsie Valley High School

Aligned with Preliminary Bill #: RI - 96
I urge the YMCA Youth legislature to pass a bill that will improve the state of the environment,
especially that affected by the output of industrial factories. Our bill reduces the negative ecological
effects of industrial waste, which is the pollution from industrial factories.
Our bill seeks to rectify policy on industrial waste by regulating its output and making sure waste is
disposed of in methods safer for water, air, and soil. We hope to pass our bill for a healthier state of
living because without these necessary changes, many human activities would not take place safely.
Furthermore, destroying natural resources is detrimental to production and manufacturing of other
products.
Industrial waste damages the soil, water, and air of the environ surrounding industrial factories. Soil is
also affected by industrial practices. Once fertile soil is made useless and dead, therefore no longer
arable to farmers. Also, air is polluted by toxins released from factories, those living in areas with
polluted air have a lung cancer risk 20% greater than other people. Having a lower quality of life than
others and a higher risk of disease based purely on location is unfair and can be changed with this bill.
Because of water pollution, more than one billion people have no access to clean water. These facts
prove that the current rate of pollution is detrimental to not only earth but the health and livelihood of
the people living in these polluted areas.
The IL EPA began regulating hazardous waste in 1976 and states that there are many regulations in
place to reduce harmful disposal, but there are still lots of damaging disposal methods of industrial
pollution in use. Our bill mandates that a committee be made to oversee industrial waste disposal. This
committee will ensure that factories are responsible with controlling their waste and that 50 percent of
all recyclable industrial waste be properly recycled, along with 30 percent of all non toxic industrial
waste be properly incinerated.
Having a bill in place to guarantee that corporations use more ecologically responsible methods for
industrial waste disposal will stop the harm currently being done unto the environment. Reducing
environmental harm will help people around industrial factories live more healthily and safely.
Summary:
I will support all legislation that attempts to reduce the ecological effects of industrial
waste and its pollution.
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STATE OF ILLINOIS
Sixty-Eighth Session
Illinois Youth Legislature

Introduced by:

Referred to Committee: Gray 1

Senate Sponsor:

Edin Mustic

House Sponsor:

Camryn Jankowski

Co-Sponsors:

Ashley Bandas and Delaney Capaldi

Delegation:

William Howard Taft High School

A BILL
For an Act Chapter 235, Section 5, Article 13 , of the Illinois Compiled Statutes, relating to
Mandatory Labeling of Nutritional Facts on Alcoholic Beverages Act .
BE IT ENACTED BY THE YMCA YOUTH LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ILLINOIS.
1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9
10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17

Section I. The bill will encompass the mandatory labeling of nutritional facts being placed
upon alcoholic beverages and products, including on the individual units (bottles, cans, etc.)
themselves. Any alcoholic beverages and products produced within distilleries, and
distributed across bars, restaurants, convenience stores, and supermarkets within the state
of Illinois MUST be labeled with nutritional facts. Alcoholic beverages and products
imported from other states and countries, including beers (malts and lagers), wines, spirits,
vodkas, gins, whiskeys, and mixed drinks, are not subject to this law. The plan for this law is
that Illinois will be the first state to start a plan of nationwide nutrition labels being
required on alcoholic beverages and products.

Section II. Each of the units contains a nutritional label. The labeling must meet the
requirements permitted by the FDA and IDPH (Illinois department of public health). The
labels will follow the regulations of Nutritional Labels that the state of Illinois enforces
upon products required to have labels. These labels have listed a standard serving
measurement which lists serving per a unit, calories, and then a breakdown of the
constituent elements in this order. This breakdown consists of total fat, sodium,
carbohydrates and protein. However, other nutrients usually shown may be suppressed, if
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they are zero. The typical nutrients listed are calories, calories from fat, fat, saturated fat,
trans fat, cholesterol, sodium, carbohydrates, dietary fiber, sugars, protein, vitamin A,
vitamin C, calcium, and iron. Labels also include ingredients and commonly allergenic
ingredients in bold font. Products must display certain nutrition information and health
claims on packaging. The health claims are only allowed by the FDA for eight diet and health
relationships based on proven scientific evidence. Labeling must be legible and in a form as
well as font that is readable. The FDA requires that the label must utilize a single easy-toread type style.

18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25
26
27
28
29
30
31
32
33
34
35
36
37
38
39
40

Section III. Fines and Punishments: For the first offense, where a manufacturer and/or
distiller within the boundaries of the State of Illinois fail to comply with the aforementioned
requirements, they will be subject to a $5.00/liter fine. This fine is to be adjusted with
inflation and is not reflected on 2016 dollar amounts. On the second offense,
manufacturers (and their partners) and distributors will be required to withdraw all current
unlabeled products from shelves and will be subject to a mandatory, unannounced
inspection of the beverages and products within 60 days of the second offense. Upon third
offense, the manufacturers will be required to halt all production of their alcoholic
beverages and products until they are produced with the labels, and comply with the given
specifications.
Grace period and Effective Date: Following the passage of the law, distributors and sellers
within the State will be given a six month grace period in order to have alcoholic beverages
with the nutritional labeling. Manufacturers, distillers, and their local partners, will be
required to adhere to the aforementioned regulations immediately once it is in effect.

41
42

Section IV. This Bill shall go into effect beginning on June 1st 2017, upon the signature of
the Youth Governor of the State of Illinois and passage in the Youth General Assembly.
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LOBBYIST POSITION PAPER

Lobbyist Name:

Sydney Meyer

Delegation:

William Howard Taft High School

Aligned with Preliminary Bill #: RII-35

We encourage the YMCA Youth Legislature to pass a bill that mandates the labeling of ALL alcoholic
beverages and products produced, manufactured, and distributed within the State of Illinois.
The state of Illinois should be mandated to label nutritional facts upon all alcoholic beverages and
products; that which includes product cases and all the products that lie within. In addition wines,
spirits, vodkas, gins, whiskeys, mixed drinks, etc. also need to be labeled individually. Our bill will be
beneficial in the way that it requires companies to inform customers on what they will be
consuming. Ingredients are found on nutrition labels to caution those with allergies to substances
that might be in the beverage.
With drinking alcohol comes the ingredients within it that can be damaging and toxic to our bodies.
“Producers, bottlers, and importers of alcohol beverages may voluntarily declare the presence of
milk, eggs, fish, Crustacean shellfish, tree nuts, wheat, peanuts, and soybeans, as well as
ingredients that contain protein derived from these foods, in their products, but they are not
required to do so.” (Alcoholic and tobacco tax and trade bureau). Technically producers of alcohol
may list these ingredients on the product but are not required to. However, ingredients that may be
toxic such as GMO products, high fructose corn syrup, plants that may have been sprayed with
pesticides, etc., do not have to be listed at all on any alcoholic products. “Some beers contain
lactose, wheat and gluten, corn, food dye, and even peanut ingredients! But they don’t have to be
listed, nor is an allergen disclaimer required.” (“Toxic” Ingredients in Beer, Wine, and Spirits). It
should also be mentioned that the Food and Drug Administration does not control the product
labeling of alcoholic beverages. Instead it is a branch of the Treasury, which in case you did not
know controls money, called the Alcoholic and tobacco tax and trade bureau.
Putting nutrition labels on every single alcoholic beverage and product produced, manufactured,
and distributed within the State of Illinois will protect our citizens from allergic reactions and toxic
ingredients. This bill is key to informing people on what they're putting into their bodies.
Summary: Summary: We will support all legislation that mandates the labeling of all alcoholic
beverages and products produced, manufactured, and distributed within the State of Illinois.
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LOBBYIST POSITION PAPER

Lobbyist Name:

Mia Vela

Delegation:

William Howard Taft High School

Aligned with Preliminary Bill #: RII-35

We encourage the YMCA Youth Legislature to pass a bill that mandates the labeling of ALL alcoholic
beverages and products produced, manufactured, and distributed within the State of Illinois.
The state of Illinois should be mandated to label nutritional facts upon all alcoholic beverages and
products; that which includes product cases and all the products that lie within. In addition wines,
spirits, vodkas, gins, whiskeys, mixed drinks, etc. also need to be labeled individually. Our bill will be
beneficial in the way that it requires companies to inform customers on what they will be
consuming. Ingredients are found on nutrition labels to caution those with allergies to substances
that might be in the beverage. Calories and other information are also on the label which aid
customers in knowing if it will do more harm than good in the sense of weight gain.
Without knowing what is included in the product, a person might bring upon themselves an allergic
reaction. According to the food reactions database, as little as 1 ml of pure alcohol (equivalent to
10 ml of wine or a mouthful of beer) is enough to provoke severe rashes, difficulty breathing,
stomach cramps or collapse, a condition known as anaphylaxis. And in addition, most beer products
contain wheat which is a very common ingredient that people are allergic to. Likewise products in
beverages may have a high count of calories and fats causing weight gain. In fact, More than 80%
did not know, or incorrectly estimated, the calorie content of a large glass of wine (according to the
Royal Society for Public Health). Calories play a large part in weight gain and consuming large
amounts make you subject to significant gains.
Putting nutrition labels on every single alcoholic beverage and product produced, manufactured,
and distributed within the State of Illinois will protect our citizens from allergic reactions and
weight gain. This bill is key to informing people on what they're putting into their bodies.
Summary:

Summary: We will support all legislation that mandates the labeling of all alcoholic

beverages and products produced, manufactured, and distributed within the State of Illinois.
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STATE OF ILLINOIS
Sixty-Eighth Session
Illinois Youth Legislature

Introduced by:

Referred to Committee: Gray 1

Senate Sponsor:

Elizabeth Dyslin

House Sponsor:

Ruth Lemna

Co-Sponsors:

Madeline Taylor, Sarah Lehrer

Delegation:

Wheaton Warrenville South
A BILL

For an Act 105, of the Illinois Compiled Statutes, relating to Health and Safety.
BE IT ENACTED BY THE YMCA YOUTH LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ILLINOIS.
1
2
3

Section I. This Bill will mandate that all Illinois public schools begin recycling programs if they are
not already existent within each individual school. No public schools within the regulation of the
Illinois state government will neglect the responsibility of recycling.

4
5
6
7
8
9
10
11
12

Section II. Any school that does not comply with this law will be charged with an infraction and
fined $3 for every student that attends that school. All schools will be subject to inspection by
their city’s sanitation department. If a school has not complied with recycling regulations, they will
be given six months after the initial infraction charge to implement a program before they are again
fined $10 for every student. The REM programs in Illinois will be responsible for the enforcement of
these new regulations. The Illinois State Department of Commerce will collect all fines as a funding
source. Section III. Here is another section. Here is another section. Here is another section. Here is
another section. Here is another section. Here is another section. Here is another section. Here is
another section. Here is another section. Here is another section. Here is another section.

13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20

Section III. The Department of Commerce will be the main funding source for this legislation. In
regards to the Illinois State Tipping Fee Surcharge, there is an extra charge of either or both $2.00
and $.095 per cubic yard. No matter their weight or volume, smaller landfills will be required to pay
a set annual fee. Each year, the surcharge makes around $20 million. However, the Illinois State law
mandates that each year, $2 million goes towards the Illinois Hazardous Waste Fund. The rest of
the money made goes towards the Illinois Solid Waste Management Fund, where Illinois EPA and
DCEO will help support outside programs similar to the one proposed in this bill. Part of this
allotment will be designated for the city sanitation departments to fund the inspection programs.

21
22

Section IV. This Bill shall go into effect on January 1, 2018 upon the signature of the Youth
Governor of the State of Illinois.
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LOBBYIST POSITION PAPER
Lobbyist Name:

Abby Tavolino

Delegation:

Wheaton Warrenville South

Aligned with Preliminary Bill #:

RI-103

I strongly encourage the YMCA Youth Legislature to pass the bill on making recycling in public
schools of Illinois mandatory. Recycling is a vital part of the Earth’s health which is often
overlooked. It has a bigger impact on our lives than many people know.
Trash in landfills gives off toxic and horrible gasses to the environment like ammonia and carbon
dioxide ("Important Things to Know About Landfill Gas"). Exposure to high concentrations of
ammonia in the air can cause blindness, lung damage, and even death to humans ("The Facts About
Ammonia"). Carbon dioxide in the atmosphere also contributes to the greenhouse effect. The
greenhouse effect is vital to the earth’s health because it makes the earth warm but too much of
this carbon dioxide in the atmosphere causes global warming.
Trash not only harms humans but it also has disastrous effects on the lives of animals. When trash
is in the environment an animal can easily mistake a bottle cap for food or find itself in a plastic
six-pack soda container, among other things. When an animal mistakes a bottle cap for food and
when an animal is stuck in a six-pack ring it makes for a slow, painful death for the animal. With
recycling plastic bottles and containers, these items are brought to a plant where they can be
processed and reused instead of harming animals.
Recycling is cheaper than garbage as well. Although it may seem to be the opposite, the reality is
that when trash is disposed of, the government usually relieves the citizens of some of the price by
paying for hauling companies or transfer stations. But when recycling, citizens usually pay the full
price directly ("About Recycling").
Recycling also increases local jobs by manufacturing new items out of discarded recycling. Many
businesses are built on innovating new things from recycled goods. If anyone should support this
new creation of jobs and ideas it should be schools since schools are meant to create the next
generation of innovators and creators.
Summary:

I will support all legislation that promotes recycling because of the positive influences

towards our environment and people that recycling enforces.
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STATE OF ILLINOIS
Sixty-Eighth Session
Illinois Youth Legislature
Introduced by:

Referred to Committee: Gray 1

Senate Sponsor:

Nick Villani

House Sponsor:

Grant Lisk

Co-Sponsors:

Andrew Ashby

Delegation:

Mount Vernonr

A BILL
For an Act amending Article 24 Chapter 720 Section 5 , of the Illinois Compiled Statutes, relating
to Silencer Possession.
BE IT ENACTED BY THE YMCA YOUTH LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ILLINOIS.
1
2

Section I. Paragraph (a)(6) of the Unlawful Use of Weapons Statute (720 ILCS 5/24-1) will be
repealed.

3
4
5

Section II. The State of Illinois will have no restrictions pertaining to the manufacture, sale,
possession, or lawful use of devices designed, used, or intended for silencing the report of a
firearm. Manufacture, sale, possession, and transport must follow existing Federal law.

6

Section III. The Statutes concerning unlawful use of silencers will remain Unchanged.

7
8

Section IV. This Bill shall go into effect on June 1, 2017 upon the signature of theYouth
Governor of the State of Illinois.
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LOBBYIST POSITION PAPER

Lobbyist Name:

Emma Henry

Delegation:

Mt. Vernon Township High School

Aligned with Preliminary Bill#: RIII-16

I encourage the YMCA Youth Legislature to pass a bill that will remove the portion of the ILCS that
prohibits possession “any device or attachment of any kind designed, used or intended for use in
silencing the report of any firearm.”
Silencers reduce the level of sound that the gun emits when fired. They are perceived as a
dangerous addition to a firearm when in reality they are quite useful and safe. Firearms can be
harmful to anyone's ears when fired. Silencers or “suppressors” can help protect from hearing loss
and prevent noise complaints from nearby neighborhoods.
Since 1934, the federal government has treated devices designed to muffle or suppress the report
of firearms as Title II devices that required registration under the National Firearms Registration
and Transfer Record and mandated transfers that included a $200 tax stamp.
With this Bill, federal law would treat them as firearms which would allow suppressors to transfer
through any regular federal firearms license holders to anyone not prohibited from possessing them
after the buyer passes an FBI instant background check.
In 2014 the NFRTR listed 571,150 registered silencers while information released earlier this year
showed 792,282– a growth of some 39 percent.
Summary: I will support all legislation that that will remove the portion of the ILCS that prohibits
possession of “any device or attachment of any kind designed, used or intended for use in silencing
the report of any firearm.”

Gray - 12

H-G-04

Lobbyist Name:

LOBBYIST POSITION PAPER
Jonathan Wilson

Delegation:

Mt. Vernon Township High School

Aligned with Preliminary Bill #: RIII-16
I encourage the YMCA Youth Legislature to pass a bill that will remove the portion of the ILCS that prohibits
possession of “any device or attachment of any kind designed, used or intended to use in silencing the report of
any firearm”.
The people of Illinois should be able to buy and possess silencers for several reasons. Silencers are not what most
people believe them to be, they are not what Hollywood depicts them as in movies. They are on the contrary quite
useful and safe. A silencer or “suppressor” is designed to reduce the noise of the shot when firing a gun. This is
beneficial to both the person shooting and those in the surrounding area of where the shot was fired. The high
frequency of the shot is harmful to the rifleman’s hearing. A silencer helps protect the rifleman from hearing loss.
Another challenge that gun owners face today is noise complaints from homeowners living near local gun clubs.
Many people who complain or file petitions to shut down gun clubs and target practice areas are not always antigun, they just don’t like the noise the guns create. The noise a shotgun makes when fired affects any other hunters
that are in the nearby area. The sound spooks all the deer in that area, especially in rural areas without much
outside noise. Silencers also reduce the recoil and increases its accuracy. Being able to use a silencer makes
shooting overall more pleasurable.
A silencer is a safety device, not a spy gadget for a Black Ops mission. Silencers reduce the level of sound that the
gun emits when fired. The Occupational Safety and Health Administration or (OSHA) determined that the maximum
level of noise that is safe for the human ear to hear is 140 decibels. A normal .308 Winchester bolt-action rifle
emits an average of about 158 decibels per shot. Compare that to a normal conversation which is about 65
decibels, or a pop of a balloon which is 125 decibels. What silencers do is decrease the decibel level of a firearm by
14 to 45 decibels, depending on the type of silencer. The National Institute on Deafness and Other Communication
Disorders reported “15 percent of Americans between the ages of 20 and 69 (26 million people) have highfrequency hearing loss due to exposure to noise at work or during leisure activities.” If silencers were legalized in
Illinois less people would suffer from deafness and hearing loss due to these activities. Many people in opposition
of this bill will say that allowing citizens to buy and possess silencers will ultimately lead to more crime. They
believe it will allow people to get away with crimes that are committed but not reported. This is just not true. We
are not handing out silencers to every guy we see on the street. Rather this is allowing those who need them for
the right reasons and who comply within safety standards to be able to use them for defense and recreational use.
There are still regulations and rules you must follow to be able to buy silencers just like there are on guns. You will
still undergo a background check before being able to get a silencer. Lastly, we are not the first state to try and
pass a law to legalize silencers. In fact, we are one of the last. So far, 42 states have passed legislation allowing
the use of silencers for civilian use. Other countries in Europe such as Norway, France, Austria, and the UK have
also. It is time that Illinois catch up with the rest of the world.
Summary: I will support all legislation that promotes the removal of the portion of the ILCS that prohibits
possession of “any device or attachment of any kind designed, used or intended to use in silencing the report of
any firearm”.
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STATE OF ILLINOIS
Sixty-Eighth Session
Illinois Youth Legislature

Introduced by:

Referred to Committee: Gray 2

Senate Sponsor:

Torean Moore

House Sponsor:

Evan Owens

Co-Sponsors:

Hannah Heitmeyer, Joey Schmidt

Delegation:

Mount Vernon

A BILL
For an Act creating section 30, of the Illinois Compiled Statutes, relating to the withholding
of pay for Illinois legislators if budget is not approved by the end of the fiscal year.
BE IT ENACTED BY THE YMCA YOUTH LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ILLINOIS.
1
2
3
4

Section I. This act will withhold the pay of all Illinois legislators if the Illinois budget is not
turned in and approved by the end of the Illinois fiscal year on June 30th. They will be paid
immediately after they get the budget approved. If bill still isn’t approved after 2 months a
$10,000 fine will apply to all legislators.

5

Section II. The Illinois Comptroller will enforce this law and oversee the legislators payment.

6
7

Section III. Illinois legislators will go without pay until the budget is approved by both the
House and Senate.

8
9

Section IV. This Bill shall go into effect on January 1, 2018 upon the signature of the Youth
Governor of the State of Illinois.
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LOBBYIST POSITION PAPER
Lobbyist Name: Priyanka Kaushal
Delegation:

Mt. Vernon

Aligned with Preliminary Bill #: RIII-19

I encourage the YMCA Youth Legislature to pass a bill requiring withhold of pay to Illinois
legislators if a budget is not approved by the end of the fiscal year.
This act will withhold the pay of Illinois legislators if the Illinois budget is not passed by both
chambers and signed by the Governor by the end of the Illinois fiscal year on June 30. They will
be paid immediately after the budget has been signed. Currently, state government has a
“stopgap budget” allowing some areas to be fully funded, or in some cases not funded at all.
Having a budget would create financial obligations, under the law, for things like education,
public safety, human services, and public health. Then, lawmakers and the governor would work
out a plan to either cut costs, increase taxes or do both to make spending (discretionary and
nondiscretionary costs) match up with the last: revenues.
Also the state of Illinois has had many problems passing their budgets and many businesses have
gone without several pay. Having no budget has caused non-Medicaid health-cares expenses
(including payment for state employees) to go bankrupt causing payment to not be made; many
doctors are either working without pay or are being withheld pay for at least 68 days. Illinois is
rather focusing too much on funding gas, food, and employees for prison. A recent report from
the Chicago-based nonprofit Truth in Accounting found that the state’s total debt burden, when
divided across all of its taxpayers, comes to $45,500 per person. This is occurring because not
having a budget causes debt as many areas are over funded and other areas are not funded at
all, wasting money and causing taxpayers to pay the burden.
Our bill will hopefully be treated as a kind of motivator and hopefully help the budget be turned
in a timely manner. The legislators will be immediately paid after the budget is approved.
Summary: I will support all legislation that promotes withholding the pay of Illinois
legislators if budget is not approved by the end of the year whenever it is due.
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LOBBYIST POSITION PAPER

Lobbyist Name:Addi Sargent
Delegation:

Mt. Vernon

Aligned with Preliminary Bill #: RIII-19
I encourage the YMCA Youth legislature to pass a bill, relating to the withholding of pay to Illinois
legislators if budget is not approved by the end of the of the fiscal year.
This act will withhold the pay of Illinois legislators if the Illinois Budget is not turned in and
approved by the end of the Illinois fiscal year on June 30th. They will be paid immediately after they
get the budget approved.
Also the state of Illinois has had many problems passing their budgets and many businesses have
gone without several pay.
Our bill will hopefully be treated as a kind of motivator and hopefully help the budget is turned in a
timely manner.
The legislators will be immediately paid after the budget is approved.
Summary: I will support all legislation that promotes withholding the pay of Illinois legislators if
budget is not is not approved by the end of the year whenever it’s due.
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STATE OF ILLINOIS
Sixty-Eighth Session
Illinois Youth Legislature

Introduced by:

Referred to Committee: Gray 2

Senate Sponsor:

Emily Maniacci

House Sponsor:

Katherine Balzer

Co-Sponsors:

Meghan Krawczyk and Zeel Parikh

Delegation:

Waubonsie Valley High School

A BILL
For an Act amending Article III Suffrage and Elections, of the Illinois Compiled Statutes,
relating to Incarcerated felons' right to vote.
BE IT ENACTED BY THE YMCA YOUTH LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ILLINOIS.
1

Section I. Felons currently in a prison or correctional institution have the right to vote.

2
3

Section II. Incarcerated felons have the right to vote in all the same elections as the public.
Incarcerated felons have the right to vote in federal, state, and local level elections.

4
5

Section III. When the county that the prison is located in is registering voters, a registrar
shall go to the prison and register any prisoners who choose to participate.

6
7

Section IV. Each prisoner will get a background check to verify that they are a United States
citizen and are able to vote.

8
9
10
11
12

Section V. Voting would take place within the correctional institution or prison. Voting
booths will be set up in the courtyard or cafeteria. 10-15 prisoners will go in at a time to
vote. 4 prison guards will stand watch over the prisoner activity ten feet away from the
booths. Additionally, there will be cameras overseeing the prisoner activity with other
guards watching from a separate room.

13
14

Section VI. Violent offenders will be escorted in groups of 5 with 2 additional guards
watching them from ten feet away as well as the camera system.
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15
16
17

Section VII. Prisoners in isolation will be asked if they would like to vote. If they choose to
do so they will be given news articles pertaining to the election. They will be taken out one
by one to vote to maintain isolation.

18

Section VIII. All voting procedures shall be overseen by the Election Committee.

19
20

This Bill shall go into effect on January 1st, 2018 upon the signature of the Youth Governor
of the State of Illinois.
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LOBBYIST POSITION PAPER

Lobbyist Name:

Marisol Cabrera

Delegation:

Waubonsie Valley High School

Aligned with Preliminary Bill #: RI-92

I encourage the YMCA Youth Legislature to pass a bill that gives felons who are currently incarcerated
the right to vote in any election that the general public can vote in.
American Jails are racially imbalanced. African Americans make up about 38% of the population in prison
but only 13% of all Americans. This can also be seen with Hispanics who make up 20% of jail population
and only 15% of American population. These disproportionate ratios of population demonstrate how by
giving incarcerated felons the right to vote minorities, who are already repressed in elections, a voice
and say in who comes to power in their own countries. Also these statistics represent how American jails
are racially prejudice and by disenfranchising their right to vote is to oppress the minority population.
It is estimated that 1 in 40 adults (more than 5 million Americans) have lost voting rights currently or
permanently because of felony convictions. If these people, who are American citizens and therefore
should have the right to vote, could vote then elections could be drastically changed. In Maryland an
estimated 150,000 felons would be able to vote if legislation on this matter would be passed through.
That means that at least 150,000 people in that state are being denied a human right. In America voting
is considered a human right therefore should apply to prisoners. Prisoners keep their other human rights
such as the right not to be subjected to torture or to inhuman or degrading treatment or punishment,
the right to be free from slavery, and the right to marriage and a family. If these rights are not being
taken away from felons than the right to vote should not be as well. The right to vote is article 21 of
The Universal Declaration of Human Rights and states that everyone has the right to take part in
government.
This bill is crucial because it gives a fundamental human right back to an American citizen.
Summary:

I will support all legislation that gives felons the right to vote.
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6HFWLRQ , $ SHUVRQ LV DOORZHG WR GULYH D PRWRU YHKLFOHZLWK LWHPV VXVSHQGHG IURPZLQGVKLHOG
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6HFWLRQ,,,WHPVFRQVLVWLQJRISRVWHUVZLQGRZDSSOLFDWLRQVUHIOHFWLYHPDWHULDO DQGWLQWHGILOPDUH
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6HFWLRQ ,9 $ VWDQGDUG DLU IUHVKHQHU LV FRQVLGHUHG D UHDVRQDEO\ VL]HG LWHP IRU DOOYHKLFOHV
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REMHFWV GR QRW H[FHHG WZHOYH LQFKHV LQ KHLJKW DQG RQH LQFK LQOHQJWK




6HFWLRQ97KLV%LOOVKDOOJRLQWRHIIHFWRQ-DQXDU\XSRQWKHVLJQDWXUHRIWKH<RXWK
*RYHUQRURIWKH6WDWHRI,OOLQRLV
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H-G-07

LOBBYIST POSITION PAPER
Lobbyist Name:

Nicole Vacha

Delegation:

Stagg High School

Aligned with Preliminary Bill #:

RII-24

I encourage the YMCA Youth Legislature to pass a bill amending Chapter 95 Section 12-503, of
the Illinois Compiled Statutes, relating to obstruction of windshield in motor vehicles.
The state of Illinois should amend Chapter 95 Section 12-503. Currently the law states that drivers
should not have anything in their windshield, including posters, stickers, items hanging from the
rear-view mirror, etc. This is law is just to a certain extent because drivers should be able to see
clearly through their windshield, however, drivers are getting into trouble for having small things in
their windshield that do not obstruct their view while driving. For example a police officer gave a
driver a ticket because the her handicap placard was obstructing the view. Another driver received
a ticket for having a small air freshener on the windshield, but neither of these items obstruct the
view of a driver to the extent where the driver is unable to clearly see out of the windshield, or
impairing the ability to drive.
This bill proposes to prevent incidences like these from happening by allowing drivers to drive a
motor vehicle with items suspended from the windshield mirrow or attached to the windshield, as
long as the item is a reasonable size.

Summary:
I will support all legislation that promotes amending the Act that denies any item to
be hung from the windshield mirror or attached to the windshield.
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RI-74

H-G-08

STATE OF ILLINOIS
Sixty-Eighth Session
Illinois Youth Legislature

Introduced by:

Referred to Committee: Gray 2

Senate Sponsor:

Austin Verthein

House Sponsor:

Ryan Jakowitsch

Co-Sponsors:

Joey Leverich, Gannon Flynn

Delegation:

Oswego

A BILL
For an Act Creating Chapter 415, Section 127, Article 1, of the Illinois Compiled Statutes,
relating to Energy Regulations.
BE IT ENACTED BY THE YMCA YOUTH LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ILLINOIS.
1
2
3

Section I. The number of wind turbines currently existing on wind farms in the state of
Illinois will be reduced by 50 percent. Wind farmers will be fairly compensated by the Illinois
State government for the reductions made.

4
5

Section II. To counter the reduction of energy output, the clean coal project of FutureGen in
Illinois will be reinstated.

6
7
8
9
10
11
12

Section III. Companies will have six months to comply with the reduction regulation. Any
energy company in Illinois that refuses to reduce the number of wind turbines by 50% will
be subject to a $20,000 fine per wind turbine over the allowable number. If companies
continue to resist the law, there will be an additional 33 percent increase in the company’s
property taxes on all lands and assets, each year they resist. The revenue of these taxes
and fines will be split in two: half will go to the Illinois state treasury and the other half to
help fund the FutureGen Project.

13

Section IV. This Bill will be enforced by the Illinois Department of Revenue.

14
15

Section V. This Bill shall go into effect on March 1, 2018 upon the signature of the Youth
Governor of the State of Illinois.
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RI-90

H-G-09

STATE OF ILLINOIS
Sixty-Eighth Session
Illinois Youth Legislature
Introduced by:

Referred to Committee: Gray 3

Senate Sponsor:

Priyansh Balekai

House Sponsor:

Ayan Gupta

Co-Sponsors:

Olunife Akinmolayan

Delegation:

Waubonsie Valley High School

A BILL
For an Act Chapter 38, Section 1005, of the Illinois Compiled Statutes , relating to Illinois
Department of Corrections.
BE IT ENACTED BY THE YMCA YOUTH LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ILLINOIS.
1
2
3

Section I. This bill will eliminate the use of mandatory minimum sentencing concerning nonviolent
felonies.

4

Section II. This will allow judges and juries greater judicial discretion when sentencing the accused.

5
6

Section III. This bill will be enforced by the Illinois Department of Corrections. This bill will not cost
any additional funding as this will save the state money.

7
8

Section IV. This Bill shall go into effect on January 1st 2018, upon the signature of the Youth
Governor of the State of Illinois.
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H-G-09
LOBBYIST POSITION PAPER
Lobbyist Name:
Adil Khadri
Delegation:
Waubonsie Valley
Aligned with Preliminary Bill #: RI-90
I encourage the YMCA Youth Legislature to pass a bill that abolishes mandatory minimum sentences
in all Illinois courts for all nonviolent offenses.
This is an integral preliminary step to reform our broken criminal justice system, especially in the
state of Illinois, which faces extensive issues regarding crime. A similar initiative has been
successfully pursued on the federal level through the passing of S. 2123, also known as the
Sentencing Reform & Corrections Act. Although this act reduced the sentence of many nonviolent
criminals, Illinois courts continue to strictly enforce minimum sentences for many offenses - violent
or nonviolent.
The Illinois State Commission on Criminal Justice and Sentencing Reform currently has a goal to
reduce the prison population by 25% by 2020, but a solution is not currently evident in the Illinois
House of Representatives. If no minimum sentence is enforced, more nonviolent offenses will be
classified as a civil violation or misdemeanor that won’t require prison time. As a result, Illinois
prison population would drastically decrease, meeting or exceeding the goal of the Illinois State
Commission on Criminal Justice and Sentencing Reform.
A major issue that the state of Illinois faces is the crime and poverty that is widespread in innercity communities, especially in areas of Chicago. This bill would greatly alleviate this issue. The
enforcement against non-violent offenses, especially drug offenses, most significantly affects
young people which contributes to the extensive issue of the school-to-prison pipeline. The U.S.
Sentencing Commission, 2012 Sourcebook of Federal Sentencing Statistics states that 96.5% of all
non-violent drug offenders are sentenced to prison and 90 percent of all federal offenders received
a sentence of imprisonment; only 10 percent received probation or home confinement. This leads
these young offenders to a life of poverty after prison which furthers the issues in our
inner-cities. Sentencing young non-violent criminals to probation or community service can actually
help them develop skills and improve personally, instead of facing the degradative effects of prison.
The reduction of the prison population will not only alleviate moral criminal justice issues but can
help balance the state’s budget as well. The state of Illinois is already $321,354,115,000 in debt
and is therefore trying to cut their budget in as many ways as possible. The National Association of
State Budget Officers reports that taxpayers spend over $50 billion annually for state prisons
nationally. Cutting the budget allocated to corrections, which already accounts for 3% of the Illinois
budget, would be simpler if the prison population is decreased through the abolishment of
mandatory minimums.
Summary: I fully support this bill which would abolish mandatory minimum sentences for all
nonviolent offenses in all courts throughout the state of Illinois.
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H-G-10

STATE OF ILLINOIS
Sixty-Eighth Session
Illinois Youth Legislature
Introduced by:
Senate Sponsor:

Referred to Committee: Gray 3
Abhiram Kakuturu

House Sponsor:

Saketh Prazad

Co-Sponsors:

Daniel Bien, Satvik Yagnamurthy

Delegation:

Adlai E. Stevenson High School

A BILL
For an Act amending Chapter 720, Section 5, Article 2 of the Illinois Compiled Statutes, relating to
the mandatory minimum sentences of minor crimes.
BE IT ENACTED BY THE YMCA YOUTH LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ILLINOIS.
1
2
3

Section I. This bill eliminates any aforementioned mandatory minimum sentencing referenced in
relation to nonviolent misdemeanors in Chapter 720.

4
5

Section II. Judges will be given full discretion to sentence offenders to any length of time up to the
maximum sentence established in Chapter 720.

6
7

Section IV. Rulings passed by judges will be based on precedence established after the
implementation of this bill.

8

Section V. This bill shall apply to all levels of court in the State of Illinois.

9
10

Section VI. If any local jurisdiction fails to comply with this bill, that jurisdiction will lose all state
funding for their criminal justice system.

11
12

Section VIII. This bill will go into effect on January 1st, 2018 upon the signature of the Youth
Governor of the State of Illinois.
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RI-104

H-G-11

STATE OF ILLINOIS
Sixty-Eight Session
Illinois Youth Legislature

Introduced by:

Referred to Committee: Gray 3

Senate Sponsor:

Mike Cisar

House Sponsor:

David Bein

Co-Sponsors:

Tom Janoski and Solomon Michalak

Delegation:

Wheaton Warrenville South

A BILL
For an Act creating Chapter 35, Section 180, Article 1, of the Illinois Compiled Statutes,
relating to a sales tax on service-based transactions.
BE IT ENACTED BY THE YMCA YOUTH LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ILLINOIS.
1
2

Section I. This act will create a sales tax to be placed on all service-providing transactions
in the state of Illinois.

3
4

Section II. The tax will be equal to 6.25% of the cost of the service, equal to that of sales
tax.

5
6

Section III. This tax will exclude all legal or medical services, or other services provided
directly by the State of Illinois or any other form of government.

7
8

Section IV. If any corporation refuses to transfer the sales tax funds to the State Treasurer
they shall be deferred to the office of the Attorney General for prosecution.

9
10

Section IV. This Bill shall go into effect on June 1st , 2017 upon the signature of the
Youth Governor of the State of Illinois.
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H-G-11

LOBBYIST POSITION PAPER
Lobbyist Name:

Patrick Amen

Delegation:

Wheaton Warrenville South High School

Aligned with Preliminary Bill #:

R1-104

I encourage the YMCA Youth Legislature to pass a bill that mandates a 6.25 percent sales tax on
bought private service-based transactions.
Our state should be mandated to put a service tax on service-based transactions, in order to help
the state government overcome its debt. Illinois is on pace to add 6.2 billion dollars to the debt by
the end of 2016. Illinois’ sales tax rate is applied in large part to the sale of goods and not
services. Illinois’ sales tax applies to few services. A service would be any one person doing work
for another such as a hair salon, dry cleaner, and an autoshop.
In fact, of the 45 states with a general sales tax, the average number of service industries taxed is
51; Illinois is an outlier, taxing only five consumer service industries. That is why the state’s sales
tax policy fails to work with the modern economy. Indeed, over 72 percent of the Illinois’ economy
is derived from the sale of services, while just 17 percent stems from the sales of goods.
This bill would transition the economy by shifting the tax rates from manufacturing to service.
Illinois needs to implement a 6.25 percent sales tax because the Center for Tax and Budget
Accountability estimates that $2.105 billion in additional revenue could be generated if Illinois’
sales tax base was expanded to include primarily consumer service industries. This tax will exclude
all legal or medical services, or other services provided directly by the State of Illinois or any other
sector of government.
Summary:

I will support all legislation that provides an increase on service based taxes in the

state of Illinois.
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H-G-11
LOBBYIST POSITION PAPER

Lobbyist Name:

Michael Romano

Delegation:

Wheaton Warrenville South

Aligned with Preliminary Bill #:

RI - 104

I encourage the YMCA Youth Legislature to pass a bill that imposes taxes on all service-based
transactions.
A service-based tax should be used in Illinois because of the large deficit the state of Illinois has. In
fact Illinois ranks among the worst of all states with a debt of $127 billion. This deficit is only
going to get bigger if our state does not change something. According to Joe Cahill from the
Chicago Business website Illinois only taxes 17 services which ranks 47th lowest among all states.
There is a huge amount of money available that would help fight the debt that Illinois has. Cahill
also went on to say that nearly half of our state economy is exempt from taxes. Clearly, Illinois
needs this money badly to help our economy and make living here more affordable.
The 5.5% unemployment rate in our state is already too high. Rather than force Illinois to make
drastic cuts to state programs to lower the deficit adding a tax on service-based transactions
would allow Illinois to make a sizeable dent in the deficit. A weak job market spells out only worse
things for our state economy. In order to prevent this we need to add this tax. It would allow jobs
to stay in Illinois, because other states have higher service taxes like Indiana and Michigan. It
would also allow manufacturing jobs to stay in Illinois. We can stop raising the tax we charge for a
half of the economy so that businesses can flourish again.
Obviously we do not want to hurt any members of society with this tax. Therefore we do not
include medical or legal services in this tax to protect those that need these services but do not
have the economic power to get them.
Another aspect to this tax is that while the state itself could make $2.1 billion a year according to
Greg Hinz of the Chicago Business website, the local tax would get the city $526 million that some
towns desperately need to fix infrastructure and other programs.
Adding a tax service-based transactions would earn our struggling state more money in order to
fight the monstrous deficit we have. It would help job growth and make our state more affordable
for people.
Summary:

I will support all legislation that promotes implementing a tax on service-based

transactions.
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H-G-12
STATE OF ILLINOIS
Sixty-Eighth Session
Illinois Youth Legislature

Introduced by:

Referred to Committee Gray 3:

Senate Sponsor: Kayleigh Williams
House Sponsor: Shane Richardson-Veil
Delegation: West Frankfort High School

A BILL
For an Act Creating Chapter Section 4, of the Illinois Compiled Statutes, relating to Food Stamps
and Link card
1
2
3
4

Section I. Any applicants, between the ages of 18-60 for food stamps or link card will be made to
fulfill a work requirement. The work requirement consists of eighty hours of either volunteer or
employment each month. Every individual will be responsible for turning in a b4 slip into their local
human services office at the end of each month.

5
6

Section II. Any individual who cannot complete the work requirement on the basis of physical or
mental health must have a doctor notify their local human service Office.

7

Section III. Any single income household may request to opt out of the work Requirements.

8
9
10
11

Section V. Upon the third month that any application does not fulfill the work requirement their
benefits will be suspended. The applicant will then have to wait three consecutive months before
reapplying. If the applicant proceeds to get suspended a total of three times all benefits will be
permanently lost.

12
13

Section IV. This Bill shall go into effect on January 1, 2018 , upon the signature of the Youth
Governor of the State of Illinois.
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1

6HFWLRQ,$OOFLWL]HQVRI,OOLQRLVDUHHQWLWOHGWRUHFHLYHVWHPFHOOWKHUDS\WUHDWPHQW

2
3

6HFWLRQ,,&LWL]HQVZLWKSK\VLFDOGLVDELOLWLHVDQGDQ\W\SHRILOOQHVVZLOOEHDOORZHGWRJHW
VWHPFHOOWKHUDS\WUHDWPHQW

4
5
6

6HFWLRQ ,,,  7KH SDWHLQWµV KHDOWKFDUH SURYLGHU ZLOO SD\ DOO WUHDWPHQWV DQG SURFHGXUHV 1R
SUHPLXPV ZLOO EH ULVHQ DV WKLV ZLOO EH MXVW DQRWKHU DGGHG WUHDWPHQW WKDW LV FRYHUHG E\
LQVXUDQFH

7
8
9

6HFWLRQ ,9   $OO DERUWHG HPEU\RV VKDOO JR WR 6WHP &HOO 7KHUDS\ IRU WKH H[WUDFWLRQ RI
HPEU\RQLFVWHPFHOOVZLWKWKHFRQVHQWRIWKHGRQRU7KHVHFHOOVZLOOWKHQJRLQWRODEVIRU
UHVHDUFKDQGWUHDWPHQWSXUSRVHG

10
11
12

6HFWLRQ 9 (PHUJHQF\ 0HGLFDO DQG 7UHDWPHQW DQG /DERU $FW (07$/$  ZLOO HQIRUFH WKLV
DPHQGHQWDQGHQVXUHSXEOLFDFFHVVWRHPHJHUQF\VHUYLFHV)DLOXUHWRGRVRPD\UHVXOWLQD
FRQIOLFWRIODZ

13
14

6HFWLRQ 9 7KLV %LOO VKDOO JR LQWR HIIHFW RQ -DQXUD\ VW  XSRQ WKH VLJQDWXUH RI WKH
<RXWK*RYHUQRURIWKH6WDWHRI,OOLQRLV
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H-G-13
LOBBYIST POSITION PAPER
Lobbyist Name:

Shiven Gupta

Delegation:

Waubonsie Valley High School

Aligned with Preliminary Bill #:

RI - 93

I strongly encourage the YMCA Youth Legislature to pass a bill that mandates stem cell therapy in
Illinois.
Stem cell therapy should be mandated because with the use of stem cells, many lives can be saved.
All over the world, people suffer from cardiovascular disease, cancer, Parkinson’s, and many other
diseases which are life threatening. Adult stem cells are in many organs, such as the heart, liver,
and many other muscles. Furthermore, embryonic stem cells are derived from embryos, but not from
fertilized eggs in a woman’s body. So when extracting embryonic stem cells, most are coming from
aborted embryos, as abortion is legalized in the United States.
Embryonic stem cells are more useful than adult stem cells as they are pluripotent and can become
all types of cells in the body. With the use of stem cell therapy, these diseases can be treated and
cured.
Stem cell therapy can be used to cure many common and vital diseases. According to the Centers of
Disease Control and Prevention, cardiovascular disease is the greatest cause of death in the United
States, affecting 27.6 million adults and killing 610,000 each year. With the use of stem cell
therapy, embryonic stem cells can transform into heart muscle cells, making it easier to treat many
with cardiovascular disease. Stem cell therapy is crucial and a great way for treating those who
suffer from heart disease. Cancer is a deathly disease as well, but can be treated with the use of
stem cell therapy. It is known as a disease where cells divide at an uncontrollable rate, destroying
body tissue. Many people are affected or know someone who has been affected by cancer. It is a
verAccording to Thomara Latimer Cancer Foundation, cancer, being the second greatest cause of
death in the United States, affects around 20.3 million adults and kills 592,000 as well. However,
with the use of stem cell therapy and transplant, many of those deaths can be prevented and many
can be cured as well. Especially for those diagnosed with leukemia or lymphoma, this treatment can
help greatly. Stem cell therapy is vital for treating and potentially curing many kinds of cancer.
Stem cell therapy in Illinois would help save the lives of those who suffer from very deathly
diseases. By mandating the use of stem cell therapy in health centers and hospitals, the amount of
deaths in the State of Illinois would reduce and many lives will be saved.
Summary: I will support all legislation that promotes the safety, treatment, and well being of the
people of the United States.
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H-G-14

STATE OF ILLINOIS
Sixty-Eighth Session
Illinois Youth Legislature

Introduced by:

Referred to Committee: Gray 4

Senate Sponsor:

Matthew Petrusha

House Sponsor:

Jay Doody

Co-Sponsors:

Justin Bolero & Jake Thielmann

Delegation:

Stagg High School

A BILL
For an Act Amending Chapter 720 Section 56, of the Illinois , relating to Marijuana.
BE IT ENACTED BY THE YMCA YOUTH LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ILLINOIS.

1
2

Section I. In the State of Illinois, the possession of marijuana under the amount of an ounce
will now be categorized as a misdemeanor.

3
4

Section II. Any persons possessing less than 10 grams of marijuana will be subjected to a
$25 fine or confiscation.

5
6

Section III. Anyone who would be subjected to a misdemeanor due to marijuana cannot be
sentenced to jail time.

7
8

Section IV. This Bill shall go into effect on April 20th, 2017 upon the signature of the
Youth Governor of the State of Illinois.
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%HLQJLQSRVVHVVLRQRIPDULMXDQDFDQJHW\RXDIHORQ\GHSHQGLQJRQWKHDPRXQW%LOO5,,
UHFRPPHQGVPDNLQJWKLVDPLVGHPHDQRURIIHQFHEHFDXVHKDYLQJDIHORQ\RQ\RXUUHFRUGPDNHVLWD
FKDOOHQJHWROHDGDQRUPDOOLIH(PSOR\HUVDUHUHOXFWDQWWRJLYHIHORQVMREVLQPDQ\ILHOGVIHORQVFDQ
QRWHYHQJHWLQWHUYLHZV3HRSOHZLWKIHORQLHVFDQKDYHSDUROHRIILFHUVWKLVOLPLWVWKHIHORQV
IUHHGRPVLIWKH\DUHWU\LQJWRVXSSRUWDIDPLO\LWZLOOQRWEHHDV\IRUWKDWSHUVRQWRJHWDMRE
)HORQVFDQDOVREHSXWXQGHUKRXVHDUUHVWDQGJLYHQDFHUWDLQFXUIHZUHVWUDLQLQJWKHPIURPJHWWLQJ
DMREZLWKORQJKRXUV²-DPHV'DQLHOVNQRZV$IWHUVSHQGLQJQHDUO\WKUHH\HDUVLQSULVRQIRUDGUXJ
FULPH±SRVVHVVLRQRIPDULMXDQDZLWKLQWHQWWRGHOLYHU©WRGD\KHZRUNVIRUDURRILQJFRPSDQ\³
DUFKLYHVMVRQOLQHFRP 3HRSOHFDQVWLOOOLYHDUHODWLYHO\QRUPDOOLIHKRZHYHUWKH\FDQQHYHUUHDFK
WKHLUIXOOSRWHQWLDO

$IHORQ\LVIRUUHDOFULPLQDOVQRWVRPHRQHZKRPDGHRQHVWXSLGPLVWDNH²&XUUHQWSHQDOWLHVDUHVR
WRXJKWKDWPDQ\DGYRFDWHVDUHFDOOLQJIRUGUXJODZUHIRUPDUJXLQJWKDWFXUUHQWODZVFURZGSULVRQV
DQGXQIDLUO\WDUJHWPLQRULWLHVDQGORZHULQFRPHLQGLYLGXDOV³ 'HQYHU&ULPLQDOGHIHQVHFRP 7KLV
DOVREULQJVXSWKHSRLQWWKDWSULVRQVDUHDOUHDG\RYHUFURZGHGDJLYLQJSHRSOHIHORQLHVIRUVPDOO
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H-G-15

STATE OF ILLINOIS
Sixty-Eighth Session
Illinois Youth Legislature

Introduced by:

Referred to Committee: Gray 4

Senate Sponsor:

Ezekiel Thornsberry

House Sponsor:

Colin Brogan

Co-Sponsors:

Bailey Maratea, Andrew Bafundo

Delegation:

Oswego

A BILL
1
2

For an Act amending Chapter 430 Section 68 Article 1, of the Illinois Compiled Statutes,
relating to Firearms Regulations.

3

BE IT ENACTED BY THE YMCA YOUTH LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ILLINOIS.

4
5

Section I. The Illinois Firearm Owner Identification law will be replaced with a five-level gun
ownership permit system. These levels need to be obtained sequentially.

6

Section II. Firearm Ownership Permit Levels will be as follows:

7
8
9

a.)The first permit level allows a citizen 18 or older to obtain non-semi-automatic
shotguns and non-semi-automatic rifles 30 caliber or smaller, costs $50 and you
must be 5 years free of any violent federal crime.

10
11

b.)The second permit would allow the purchase of handguns that are chambered 45
calibers and under, costs $100 and requires 10 years free of violent federal crime.

12
13
14
15

c.)The third permit allows the purchase of any semi-automatic shotgun, and semiautomatic rifles chambered in 30-06 or lower, cost $150 and must be 15 years free
of violent federal crime. This permit also requires an educational program, provided
by Illinois National Guard, costing $100.

16
17
18

d.)The fourth permit allows the purchase of fully automatic rifles, 30-06 and
smaller, fully automatic shotguns, and handguns above 45 caliber, costs $200 and
must be 20 years free of violent federal crime, must only be stored and carried in a
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19
20

suburb or rural area. This permit also requires an educational program, provided by
Illinois National Guard, costing $200.

21
22
23
24

e.)The fifth permit allows the purchase of any firearm within in the Geneva code, or
police regulations, costs $500, and must have no violent federal crime. Firearms
must only be stored or carried in rural areas. This permit also requires an
educational program, provided by Illinois National Guard, costing $300.

25

Section III. The cost of the program will be the sole responsibility of the gun owner.

26
27
28
29
30
31
32
33
34

Section IV. If caught with a firearm the owner does not have the license to, A fine will be
given, equaling the cost of the permit the firearm is under, with the exception of permit 5
which will be a fine of $5000. Jail time will be enforced, equaling the years the citizen would
have to be free of a violent federal crime for that specific permit, with the exception of the
fifth permit which has a prison sentence up to 35 years. Between each permit level there
will be a four month waiting period until a citizen can apply for the next permit. To obtain
any of the permits the citizen can’t have visited a mental health institution within the past
five years and must not have prescribed medication for violent mental symptoms or
illnesses

35
36

Section V. This Bill shall go into effect on December 31, 2018 upon the signature of the
Youth Governor of the State of Illinois.
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Lobbyist Name:

James Monroe

Delegation:

Oswego

Aligned with Preliminary Bill #:

RI-75

Gun control is known to be what’s arguably one of the most divisive and controversial political topics
out there. With the recent political climate in America very polarized by this year’s election, there is no
better time for a measure that if enacted can finally have both sides of the political spectrum
compromise.
This bill in particular that we are proposing hopes to remedy the issue by pleasing both pro and anti-gun
control activists: those for gun control will be satisfied by a gun ownership permit system that can’t just
allow anyone to own high-powered automatic or semi-automatic rifles - at least not with additional
steps or while also those against it can still be content by the fact that by going through each tier they
will have access to a wide range of firearms, limited in the end only within what is considered acceptable
in the Geneva Code.
Of course its extremely difficult to entirely gratify both camps. Gun control supporters might want to go
further and remove automatic and perhaps even semi automatic rifles altogether, while those who
support the 2nd Amendment and own such guns may still feel that their rights are being infringed upon.
I wish then, to point out to gun control activists the example of the failure of the 18th Amendment and
its prohibition on alcohol - as a warning for what happens when government forces its will on people’s
living. One cannot expect the people, too, to overthrow a tyrannical government being armed just with
feeble handguns. Nor has gun control been always effective at lowering violent crime rates: Chicago’s
attempts to combat its poor reputation of its street violence by passing a law in which the sale of guns
is forbidden within the city limits ended up doing nothing to lower it and in 2013 was named by the FBI
the murder capital of the nation. At the same time, gun owners need not to fear. As already mentioned
earlier, by going through all the tiers they can own as something as high-grade as fully-automatic rifles
and shotguns.
Regardless, steps must be taken to calm down the tense political atmosphere. It’s time for Republicans
from the southern and Democrats from the northern counties to reach compromise.
Summary: I will support all legislation related to gun rights.
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Introduced by:

Referred to Committee: Gray 4

Senate Sponsor:

Jared Walsh

House Sponsor:

Matthew Strong

Co-Sponsors:

Michael Moscardini

Delegation:

Wheaton Warrenville South High School

A BILL
For an Act revising Chapter 430 section 65, of the Illinois Compiled Statutes, relating to
Firearm Owner Identification Card Act.
BE IT ENACTED BY THE YMCA YOUTH LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ILLINOIS.
1
2
3
4

Section I. When a private seller sells a firearm to a private buyer, the seller must receive
proof that the buyer has a Firearm Owners Identification Card. When a private seller sells a
firearm to a private buyer, the seller must have proof of purchase, and provide the buyer
with proof of purchase.

5
6

Section II. When a private seller sells a firearm to a private buyer online, these regulations
still do apply, and it is the responsibility of the seller to ensure the buyer has a FOID.

7
8
9
10
11
12

Section III. Enforcement of this law will be provided by the state police department. If the
police department has suspicion that an illegal sale took place, they will obtain a warrant
for the proof of purchase provided. Failure to procure proof of purchase is a misdemeanor,
and will result in up to a year in prison or a $2,000 fine. If the buyer did not have a FOID
card when the proof of purchase states the sale took place, the crime is a first degree
felony, and both parties are subject to up to three years in prison or a $10,000 fine.

13
14
15

Section IV. Funding for this law will come from fines collected from enforcement if needed
by the police department. If not needed, then the funds will go towards wherever the State
of Illinois sees fit.

16
17

Section V. This Bill shall go into effect on January 1st, 2018 upon the signature of the
Youth Governor of the State of Illinois.
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Lobbyist Name:

Ellis Laveen

Delegation:

Wheaton Warrenville South High School

Aligned with Preliminary Bill #:

RI-107

I encourage the YMCA Youth Legislature to pass a bill that mandates presentation of Firearm
Owners Identification Card and required proof of purchase when a firearm purchase is made.
Firearms are purchased all the time, whether it be through gun shows, auctions, or online auctions.
Many of these guns are bought without the buyer providing proof of their FOID card and without
the buyer giving them proper proof of purchase. These forms of purchase are all illegal, the sellers
should be able to regulate the sales of a weapon to make sure the sale complies with all the current
laws. Every seventy-five minutes Chicago police seize an illegal firearm. Sellers have to be shown
proof of a FOID card and if the buyer is approved the seller can provide proof of purchase for both
themselves and the buyer, ensuring the transaction is completely legal.
With the passing of this bill buyers will have to know all the laws regarding the purchasing of a
firearm and proper use. Buyers have to properly apply and be approved to obtain their FOID card(IL
Concealed Carry License). Then when they want to purchase a gun whether it be online or in person
they should present their FOID card to the seller. Online transactions can be approved by
authorizing the FOID card by its unique number and inquiry to the illinois state police department
by the private seller. Sales that take place in person would be verified by the seller inquiring to the
illinois state police department to make sure the FOID card is valid(FOID (Firearms)). This law is
necessary, one example is 3,550 shootings in 2016 and to go along with the shootings 8,300 guns
have been confiscated by police. By making sure FOID cards are valid people who are unapproved
will not be able to purchase a firearm in the state of illinois, which would in turn, lower amount of
gun violence that occurs.
Presentation and authorization of a FOID card along with proof of purchase will ensure that all
guns are purchased legally. Mandating these regulations would mean that the only people who can
own firearms, are the ones who have been approved by state police.
Summary:

I will support legislation that promotes presentation of a FOID card and proof of

purchase for any firearm.
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STATE OF ILLINOIS
Sixty-Eighth Session
Illinois Youth Legislature

Introduced by:

Referred to Committee: Gray 5

Senate Sponsor:

Caitlin Rich

House Sponsor:

MacKenzie Trent

Co-Sponsors:

Brittany Ball

Delegation:

West Frankfort
A BILL

For an Act Amending Article IV, Section 9, of the Illinois Constitution, relating to governor veto.
BE IT ENACTED BY THE YMCA YOUTH LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ILLINOIS.

1
2

Section I. The governor will no longer have 60 days to sign or veto legislation. The time will be
reduced.

3
4

Section II. When in session the governor will have only 15 days to sign or veto legislation. When
out of session the governor will have 30 days to sign or veto legislation.

5
6

Section III. If the legislation has not been signed by 15th or the 30th day, the legislation will
become a law without his/her signature.

7
8

Section IV. This Bill shall go into effect on, Jan. 1 , 2018 upon the signature of the Youth Governor
of the State of Illinois.
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Introduced by:

Referred to Committee: Gray 5

Senate Sponsor:

Ruhee Singh

House Sponsor:

Nicole Jeon

Co-Sponsors:

Khalil Khan, Lara Iriarte

Delegation:

Adlai E. Stevenson High School
A BILL

For an Act creating Chapter 110, Section 17, of the Illinois Compiled Statutes, relating to the
implementation of stress-relieving dogs in all public universities by local animal shelters.
BE IT ENACTED BY THE YMCA YOUTH LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ILLINOIS.
1
2
3
4
5
6

Section I. This bill will establish the implementation of stress-relieving dogs in all public university
three times in a school year. This will allow students an opportunity to de-stress from rigorous
academics and more. The state will designate these three days every year. Public Universities
must designate a space for these days of at least 6600 square footage, such as a gymnasium or a
fenced-field.

7
8
9

Section II. One dog per 50 undergraduate students will determine the number of dogs that come
during one of these days. Local animal shelters are responsible for providing the dogs. At least
two animal shelters will be assigned to each public university.

10
11
12

Section III. Dogs must be at least one year old and must be deemed healthy and socially-capable by
the dog distributors in order to ensure a safe experience for both the students and the dogs during
stress-relief sessions.

13
14
15

Section IV. All students over the age of 18 will be required to sign a waiver for safety reasons, such
as allergies. The waivers will stipulate that the students waive their right to hold the school, the
states, or any partnering organization responsible for potential injuries sustained by the students.

16
17
18

Section V. Any needed funding (transportation, space, etc.) will come from 1% of excise taxes
on alcohol and tobacco. Volunteers of the local animal shelters will be supervisors over the
dogs.

19
20

Section VI. This Bill shall go into effect on May 5th, 2018 upon the signature of the Youth
Governor of the State of Illinois.
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LOBBYIST POSITION PAPER
Lobbyist Name:

Megan Bi

Delegation:

Adlai E. Stevenson High School

Aligned with Preliminary Bill #: RI-84

I encourage the YMCA Youth Legislature to pass a bill to boost the mental health of postsecondary students.
Our public universities should provide methods for college students to destress, because students
need a beneficial break from the relentless pressures from academics. One of the most beneficial
ways of relieving stress of students is introducing stress relieving dogs into our universities. As
stated by psychologist These dogs could provide emotional support on the three designated days
to reduce the stress and increase the academic ability of students.
Moreover, the increased mental health of these students will provide the universities with a better
retention rates. The American Psychological Association states, “investing in mental health services
for college students can help keep them from dropping out. That's good news for schools since they
want to retain tuition revenue, but more important, it helps secure significantly higher lifetime
earnings for the students...” With these therapy dogs distressing our students, our universities will
be to retain students at a higher rate and their and form a better future for these students. Shelter
dogs also benefit from this bill. Because these dogs will get more social exposure and training, they
will become better candidates for adoption. Thus, as more and more dogs are are trained to
become therapy animals more are selected for adoption and less dogs will be in animal shelters.
Therapy Dogs in Universities will improve the mental health of our students. By mandating therapy
dogs in university, the state of Illinois will improving the health of our university students and
shelter systems.
Summary: I will support a bill that promotes the wellbeing of the our university students.
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Introduced by:

Referred to Committee: Gray 5

Senate Sponsor: Brandon Rutherford
House Sponsor: Sydney Morgan
Co-Sponsors:
Delegation:

Lauryn Willis
Mount Vernon

A BILL
For an Act Creating Article 36 Chapter 35 Section 1, of the Illinois Compiled
property tax incentives for energy efficient homes.
BE IT ENACTED

Statutes, relating to

BY THE YMCA YOUTH LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ILLINOIS.

1
2
3

Section I. Any home that makes their home more energy efficient will receive property tax
incentives. Homes will be inspected by a certified home inspector of Resnet Corporation. A home
will be inspected on energy efficiency at the request of the home owner.

4
5

Section II. Homes will be given a HERS(Home Energy Rating Index) on a scale of 0-160. The lower
the score, the more energy efficient the home is.

6
7

Section III. For every 20 points lowered from the score of 140 on the home, 5% will be reduced
from the homeowners property taxes.

8
9

Section IV. This Bill shall go into effect on January 1, 2018 upon the signature of the Youth
Governor of the State of Illinois.
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Lobbyist Name:

Brooklynn Kelley

Delegation:

Mt. Vernon Township High School

Aligned with Preliminary Bill #:

RIII-18

I encourage the YMCA Youth Legislature to pass a bill that lowers property tax as an incentive for
people who make their homes more energy efficient.
Homeowners should have lower property tax incentives for people who make their homes more energy
efficient, because it is proven that homeowners who make their homes more energy efficient have less
air leaks, house fires, and other accidents. These people who make their homes more energy efficient
have a safer household that is less likely to succumb to accidents than that of a homeowner who does
not make their home more energy efficient. I support this bill because not it is not mandatory to
participate. The homeowner may request inspection of the home. If the homeowners prove that their
home is more energy efficient, they should be eligible for a lower property tax payment.
Homes are going to be given a HERS (Home Energy Rating Index) on a scale of 0-160. The rules of the
scale are that the lower the rating score is, the more energy efficient the home is. This drop results in a
lower property tax payment. For every 20 points lowered on the Home Energy Rating Index for a home,
5% is then lowered on the homeowners property taxes.
Having the property tax lowered for people who deserve it in the state of Illinois would reduce
unnecessary tax payments and promote safe living. By lowering property taxes in homes that are
deemed significantly more energy efficient than others, the State of Illinois would be putting many
citizens and the economy at rest.
Summary:

I will support all legislation that promotes tax incentives for homeowners that make their

homes more energy efficient.

Gray - 44

H-G-20
LOBBYIST POSITION PAPER

Lobbyist Name:

Kaijah M. Weller

Delegation:

Mt. Vernon

Aligned with Preliminary Bill #: RIII-18
I encourage the YMCA Youth Legislature to pass a bill that edicts property tax incentives for
energy efficient homes.
Homeowners in the state of Illinois should think about the amount energy usage in their homes, and
consider making their homes more energy efficient, because homes are a greater source of
pollution, even more than personal vehicles. The reason for this is that much of the energy we
create to power our homes comes from the burning fossil fuels, the emissions of which are
contributing such environmental concerns as smog, acid rain, and climate change.
All homeowners should be more energy efficient not only for the economy, but also because they
will receive property tax incentives. The home will be inspected by a certified home inspector of
Resnet Corporation, they will be given a HERS on a scale from 0-160, the lower the score, the more
energy efficient the home is. For the homeowners whose houses aren't already energy efficient
should also think about savings when considering making their homes more energy efficient.
Certified Energy Efficient homes typically save $300 to $500 per year on heating, cooling, and hot
water bills. The savings have proven to be between 20%-30% per year on energy bills.
Homes that are energy efficient will help protect our environment, and will generate less pollution
to power them. By ruling more energy efficient homes in our economy, the state of Illinois would
not only help decrease the amount of pollution being generated but also homeowners would benefit
by receiving property tax incentives.
I will support all legislation that relates to receiving property tax incentives for energy efficient
homes.
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Introduced by:

Referred to Committee: Gray 6

Senate Sponsor:

Jeremy Cheng

House Sponsor:

Darius Grassi

Co-Sponsors:

Benjamin Yoon

Delegation:

Waubonsie Valley High School

A BILL

For an Act 625 amending Chapter 95 Sections 3-415, of the Illinois Compiled Statutes, relating to
Application for and Renewal of Registration.
BE IT ENACTED

BY THE YMCA YOUTH LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ILLINOIS.

1
2
3

Section I. This bill shall make mandatory an annual check-up, for senior drivers between the ages of
65-80 to ensure the safety of those driving around them. After the age of 80, a regular driving
test will be required along with the biannual checkups.

4
5
6

Section II. The check-up will include a mandatory vision test and a reaction time test. If state
standards are not met during the mandatory vision test (standard is 20/40), or the examiner
notices any other possible inhibitions, then the driver will be required to take a full driving test.

7
8

Section III. In addition to their annual checkups, every senior driver after turning age 65 will be
required to renew their driver license in person after the checkup.

9
10

Section IV. The standards for the driving test are meant to test the usual ability of a driver. This
entails that the driver can operate a motor vehicle safely, has retained and understands traffic laws
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11
12

and can apply them in practice, can compensate for any physical condition that may impair one’s
ability to drive safely, and has formed or retained proper habits of safe driving.

13
14
15
16
17

Section V. Throughout the driving test, the examiner will make note of any driving impairments,
possible gaps in knowledge, or other symptoms preventing one from practicing safe driving. These
issues will then be discussed with the driver after the test. They will not disqualify the driver from
obtaining a license, but training classes will be recommended to the driver as seen fit. In this case,
the driver will be handed, emailed, or shown a list of Mature Driver Improvement Programs.

18
19
20

Section VI. If the senior driver takes a vision test in his/her regular medical checkup in the doctor's
office, then he/she will be able to use those results at the DMV in place of the mandatory vision
test, thereby allowing the driver to opt out of the vision test.

21
22

Section VII. Failure to attend the annual checkups after the age of 65 will result in an expired
license.

23
24

Section VIII. Each time a driver above the age of 65 attends the annual checkup, they will be
required to pay a $15 admission fee.

25
26

Section IX. This Bill shall go into effect on January 1st, 2018 upon the signature of the Youth
Governor of the State of Illinois.
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Introduced by:

Referred to Committee: Gray 6

Senate Sponsor:

Michael Domasik

House Sponsor:

Kelly Roach

Cosponsors:

Karolina Masaityte, Rachel Rorison

Delegation:

Amos Alonzo Stagg High School

A BILL
For an Act Amending Chapter 105, Section 5, of the Illinois Compiled Statutes, relating to
Illinois student requirement to graduate from high school.

1

BE IT ENACTED BY THE YMCA YOUTH LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ILLINOIS
Section I. Students are required to receive a high school diploma or a suitable equivalent.

2
3

Section II. Students are allowed to drop out of high school before receiving a diploma only in the
case that they elect to take the GED and successfully pass.

4
5

Section III. This bill will be enacted so that the youth of Illinois will have at least a high school
education or a suitable equivalent for their future careers.

6

Section IV. Students 18 years of age are not exempt from this law.

7
8

Section V. Students with severe or terminal illnesses and students with mental disabilities can elect
to be exempt from this law.

9
10

Section VI. This bill pertains to all students whether enrolled in private, public institutions, or
home-schooling options.

11

Section VII. This bill affects high school students of class 2021 and on.

12
13
14

Section VIII. The current plan of enforcement for students to attend high school until the age of
eighteen will be altered to enforce that students must obtain a high school diploma or equivalent
substitute.

15
16

Section VIII. This Bill shall go into effect on July 1, 2017 upon the signature of the Youth Governor
of the State of Illinois.
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Introduced by:

Referred to Committee: Gray 6

Senate Sponsor:

Ciara McNaughton

House Sponsor:

Jack Stevens

Co-Sponsors:

Gavin Lee

Delegation:

William Howard Taft High School

A BILL
For an Act creating Chapter 105, Section 245, of the Illinois Compiled Statutes, relating to
education finances and reform.
BE IT ENACTED BY THE YMCA YOUTH LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ILLINOIS.
1
2
3
4

Section I. The Twenty for Twenty Act will call for an equal amount of state education funds
to be allocated to Chicago Public Schools. This bill would ensure that the twenty percent of
students in Chicago Public Schools would receive twenty percent of state education funding.
This bill will have minimal impact on the budgets of schools in suburban and rural areas.

5
6

Section II. This act will relocate an additional $490 Million of the $9.8 billion from the
Illinois Board of Education budget towards the Chicago Public Schools budget.

7
8
9
10

Section III. Qualifying schools include all schools under the Chicago Public School system
including: career academies, charter schools, contract schools, magnet schools, military
academies, selective enrollment schools, elementary schools, special education schools,
neighborhood schools, and diverse learner schools.

11
12

Section IV. This Bill shall go into effect on July 1st, 2017 upon the signature of the Youth
Governor of the State of Illinois.
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Introduced by:

Referred to Committee: Gray 7

Senate Sponsor:

Ray Brozak

House Sponsor:

Ashlynne Thennarasu

Co-Sponsors: Rohan Gupta
Delegation:

Waubonsie Valley High School
A BILL

For an Act amending chapter 720 section 5 article 12, of the Illinois Compiled Statues, relating to
Criminal Offenses.
BE IT ENACTED BY THE YMCA YOUTH LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ILLINOIS
1

Section I. The Act of domestic battery will be categorized as a Class 2 Felony.

2
3

Section II. “Abuse”, per the Domestic Violence Act of 1986, means physical abuse, harassment,
intimidation of a dependent, interference with personal liberty or willful deprivation.

4
5

Section III. Abuse does not include reasonable discipline of a minor child by a parent or legal
guardian.

6
7

Section IV. All those tried as adults accused of domestic violence will be charged with a Class 2
felony instead of a Class 4 felony.

8
9
10
11

Section V. If an officer from the Illinois Police Department has probable cause, they may arrest a
suspect even if the crime was not committed in the presence of the officer, including but not limited
to violation of an order of protection, under Section 12-3.4 or 12-30 of the Criminal Code of 1961
or the Criminal Code of 2012.

12

Section VI. The Criminal Justice Information Authority will enforce this bill.

13
14

Section VII. This Bill shall go into effect on May, 2017 upon the signature of the Youth Governor of
the State of Illinois.
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Introduced by:

Referred to Committee: Gray 7

Senate Sponsor:

Tatiana Zumba

House Sponsor:

Heba Suifan

Co-Sponsors:
Delegation:

William H. Taft

A BILL
For an Act creating Article 105, Regulating Class sizes, of the Illinois Compiled Statutes,
relating to Public Acts.
1

BE IT ENACTED BY THE YMCA YOUTH LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ILLINOIS.
Section I. Illinois should have fixed classroom sizes according to their grade level.

2
3
4
5
6

Section II. It is evident according to the Sales Tax policies of Illinois that the government
charges a 6.25% on sales purchases. Moreover, according to the Governing the States and
Localities, it reports that $4.9 billion is produced from sales tax. However, by increasing the
sales tax to only 6.30%, this would generate an increase of $3.1 million, which will
contribute to moving forward with the plans.

7
8
9

Section III. The money produced from the increased sales tax will be used as a means to
build mobiles in parking lots and in large perimeter schools, and new buildings. It will also
go towards hiring new teachers to aid with restricting class sizes.

10
11
12

Section IV. The classroom sizes would be fixed according to the grade and will consist of
the following. Kindergarten through fifth classes will not exceed 18 students, sixth through
eighth will not exceed 23 students, and nine through twelfth will not exceed 28 students.

13
14
15
16

Section V. Unless the classroom advisor, teacher, can justify that in order for the class to
function they need to exceed the amount of students, it needs to be justified, not only
factual based but the classroom size itself should be able to stay under human capacity. If
they fail to do so, they shall not surpass the maximum amount of students.
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17
18
19

Section VI. This bill does not affect any national wide class courses with different
curriculums such as those of AP and IB classes. This is a state bill thus this will not affect
any national or international class course.

20
21
22

Section VII. Two warnings will be given to schools who fail to abide by the given maximum
number of students in a classroom. When they fail to take the warning into consideration
and work to follow this maximum number of students they will be fined.

23
24
25
26
27

Section VIII. If in any case, schools fail to abide by the said law, there will be a punishment.
This will consist of a fine of $10 dollars per student that exceeds the limited amount of
students in a classroom they schools fails to take action when the warning have been
instigated. These fines will be taken out of the private money of the schools, taken from
school-sponsored events as homecoming, prom, games, etc.

28
29
30
31

Section IX. To ensure that the schools abide by the said law, the schools will be required to
submit an electronic roster of all the students and the classes to the Board of Education
quarterly, and if the Board finds anything to be suspicious or outstanding information they
will furtherly investigate the case by sending an official.

32
33

Section X. This Bill shall go into effect on August 3 2017, upon the signature of the Youth
Governor of the State of Illinois.
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Lobbyist Name:

Lilliana Castillo

Delegation:

Taft High School

Aligned with Preliminary Bill #: RII-34
I encourage the YMCA youth legislature to pass a bill that allows teachers to have a fixed amount
of students depending on their grade level.
Our schools should have a fixed amount of students in a class that is a smaller number than it is
presently because it will not only provide students with more one-on-one interactions with the
teachers, but will also help teachers to tailor their instruction so that it fits the educational needs
of individual students in the class. Pre-k to fifth grade would have no more than 18 students, sixth
to seventh grade would have a max of 23 students, and high school grades would have a maximum
of 28 students.
The benefits of smaller class sizes can be seen in studies done by the Institute of Education
Sciences in Tennessee, Wisconsin, and other states, as the reduction of class sizes was shown to
have a correlation with higher test scores, better grades, and improved attendance. Smaller class
sizes has also been shown to have an effect on student health as the spread of diseases would be
less likely with a smaller population of students. Smaller class sizes could also potentially affect the
quality of a teacher's teaching. In a 2008 survey, 76% of first year teachers said that reducing
class size would be "a very effective" way of improving teacher quality (Classsizematters.com).
Reduced and fixed class sizes would positively affect the student's education by providing
individual care, while also improving the teaching quality and health environment in the classroom.
Summary: We will support all legislation which provided the teachers with these set number of
students, in which will be to the benefit of both the educator as well as the student.
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Introduced by:

Referred to Committee: Gray 7

Senate Sponsor:

Fisher Overstreet

House Sponsor:

Lauren Heinzman

Co-Sponsors:

Quinton Kujawa and Walker Brockhouse

Delegation:

Mt. Vernon Township High School

A BILL
For an Act Chapter 105, section 5/27-28, of the Illinois Compiled Statutes, relating to required
high school courses.
BE IT ENACTED BY THE YMCA YOUTH LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ILLINOIS.
1
2

Section I. For the purpose of this bill, high schools in Illinois mandate all students to take an SAT
Prep Course at the beginning of the student’s junior year.

3
4

Section II. The course will take place for one semester accounting for half a credit towards the
student’s overall graduation requirement.

5
6
7

Section III. A school board is authorized to excuse students whose physical or emotional condition,
as determined by a person licensed under the Medical Practice Act of 1987, prevents their
participation in the courses provided for normal children.

8

Section IV. All sections covered in the SAT will be individually studied per midterm.

9
10

Section V. For each section of the SAT a pre-test and post-test will be given to evaluate the
student’s progress. These tests will be given at the beginning and end of each midterm.

11
12

Section VI. This Bill shall go into effect on January 1st, 2018 upon the signature of the Youth
Governor of the State of Illinois.
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H-G-27
LOBBYIST POSITION PAPER
Lobbyist Name: Alyssa Walker
Delegation: Mt. Vernon Township High School
Aligned with Preliminary Bill #: RIII-15
I encourage YMCA Youth Legislature to pass a bill that pertains to requiring Pre SAT classes in high
school.
This bill would require all high schools in Illinois to mandate that students take a Pre SAT class to
be taken in their junior year for two semesters. Schools in Illinois should require these classes
because they would help everyone who participates to get better overall scores on the SAT.
Students would be forced to take the Pre SAT courses seriously, but would come out with better
scores and therefore have better chances on the SAT.
High scores on one’s Pre SAT test can lead to National Merit Scholarships, which is a competition
with a monetary award, and it helps to secure extra scholarships. Doing well and familiarizing
oneself with how the Pre SAT works may help you gain a better score on the SAT. During the Pre
SAT your ability rather than knowledge will be tested.

Summary: I will support all legislation that requires students to take Pre SAT classes their junior
year.
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LOBBYIST POSITION PAPER

Lobbyist Name:

Jason Barciszewski

Delegation:

Mt.Vernon Township High school

Aligned with Preliminary Bill #: Rlll-15
I encourage the YMCA Youth Legislature to pass a bill that mandates schools to prepare their
students for SAT courses.
A student’s Grade Point Average and ACT/SAT scores is mostly what colleges look at when
accepting students into their school. The student’s test scores will follow them the rest of their life,
so as a school’s responsibility, they should be required to prepare students for the SAT tests. The
average costs of an ACT/SAT online prep classes is $320.50. Some students may have a difficult
time paying for these classes outside of school. A main responsibility of the school is to prepare
their students for life and college. With this test score being so crucial on a student’s resume,
schools should be required to prepare children for these courses. One of the reasons why SAT was
invented to see a student’s overall intelligence growth. Having a pre-SAT course for one semester
would teach students how to get comfortable with technology, know how to strategize, and they
would take CERCA for that time period. CERCA( Claim Evidence Reasoning Collaboration Audience) is
a course that teaches students CERCA would teach students how to come up with a claim,
evidence, and how to back up their arguments for writing essays. This would prepare them for their
journeys ahead.
Summary: I will support all legislation that promotes schools to require preparation courses for SAT
testing.
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STATE OF ILLINOIS
Sixty-Eighth Session
Illinois Youth Legislature
Introduced by:

Referred to Committee: Gray 7

Senate Sponsor:

Girard Sweeney

House Sponsor:

Aditya Desai

Co-Sponsors:

Nikhil Sridhar

Delegation:

Waubonsie Valley
A BILL

For an Act amending Chapter 10, Article 5, Section 8 of the Illinois Compiled Statutes, relating to
the way that eligible citizens of Illinois become registered to vote in local, state, and federal
elections.
BE IT ENACTED BY THE YMCA YOUTH LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ILLINOIS.
1

Section I. This piece of legislation establishes automatic registration for qualified residents
in Illinois. It replaces the current method of voter registration which is subject to the pitfalls
of bureaucracy and leaves many potential voters disenfranchised.

2

Section II. Any documented citizen in Illinois will automatically become eligible upon turning 18
years of age.

3

Section III. In accordance with the “Suffrage at 17” act, citizens that will be of age before a general
election, but only after the preceding primary election, will still be able to cast their vote in the
primary.

4

Section IV. Upon eligibility, all documented citizens will have their names stored in the Eligible
Voters Database. Polling locations will receive a list of all eligible voters assigned to said location.

5

Section V. Deceased peoples will be taken off of the Eligible Voters Database in a timely manner.

6

Section VI. This transition, the subsequent oversight, and any unanticipated funding issues will be
monitored by the Illinois State Board of Elections. The expected costs are marginal and will be
covered by the Board of Elections’ current budget.

7

Section VII. This Bill shall go into effect on January 1st, 2018 upon the signature of the Youth
Governor of the State of Illinois.
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STATE OF ILLINOIS
Sixty-Eighth Session
Illinois Youth Legislature

Introduced by:

Referred to Committee: Gray 1

Senate Sponsor:

Courtney Stewart

House Sponsor:

Kaylin Meister

Co-Sponsors:

Sophie Schwink, Haley Miller

Delegation:

Heritage

A BILL
For an Act 35 ILCS 5/, 35 ILCS 10/, of the Illinois Compiled Statutes, relating to an Illinois
income tax credit for college tuition paid to Illinois college and universities.
BE IT ENACTED BY THE YMCA YOUTH LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ILLINOIS.
1
2
3
4
5

Section I. The State of Illinois shall create a tuition tax credit for individual Illinois tax
payers based on college tuition and fee payments made to Illinois colleges and universities.
This credit shall start after the first $500.00 paid in tuition and fees. The credit shall
amount to 25% of qualifying tuition and fees up to a maximum credit of $1000. per
student.

6
7
8
9

Section II. This tax credit shall be paid for, in part, by ending the “single sales factor” when
determining corporate taxes and re-instating the 3-part approach used until the mid1990s of percent of total sales that are in-state, percent of property located within Illinois,
and the percent of payroll going to in-state employees.

10
11
12

Section III. This tax credit shall be paid for, in part, by changing Illinois’ use of adjusted
gross income as the starting point to calculate a tax payer’s tax liability in Illinois to total
income as determined on the federal tax return for both individuals and businesses.

13
14
15
16
17
18

Section IV. This tax credit shall be paid for, in part, by reducing the “Vendor Discount” in
the Illinois tax code from 1.75 percent to .5 percent. The “Vendor Discount” is the portion
of the sales tax collected by a vendor that the business is allowed to keep to compensate
for the time and other costs involved in collecting the taxes, keeping records and sending
sales taxes to the state. .5 percent is in line with many of the states that have a vendor
discount and it would generate more than $100 million annually in revenue for Illinois.

Gray - 60

RIII-05

S-G-01

19
20

Computer technology has significantly reduced the cost to retailers of collecting sales
taxes.

21
22
23
24
25
26

Section V. This tax credit shall be paid for, in part, by forbidding the practice of creating
special TIF districts to retain or attract profitable corporations that want to locate in nonblighted undeveloped or simply under-developed areas. These special districts have cost
the state and local governments tens of millions of dollars of taxpayer money with minimal
return in the creation of new jobs. Other taxing bodies, such as school districts, that
depend on property taxes lose revenue because of these special districts.

27
28
29
30

Section VI. This tax credit shall be paid for, in part, by amending Article IX, Section 3,
paragraph (a) of the Illinois constitution to replace “non-graduated rate” with “graduated
rate”. (“non-graduated” = flat or regressive; “graduated” = increasing with increasing levels
of income or progressive) And insert “highest” before “rate” in the last sentence.

31
32

Section VII. This Bill shall go into effect on or after March 19, 2017, upon the signature of
the Youth Governor of the State of Illinois.
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S-G-01

LOBBYIST POSITION PAPER

Lobbyist Name:

Jada Davis

Delegation:

Heritage High School

Aligned with Preliminary Bill #:

Preliminary Bill #RIII-05

I encourage the YMCA Youth Legislature to pass a bill that gives an income tax credit for college
tuition paid in Illinois colleges and universities.
The State of Illinois should create a tuition tax credit for college tuition, because Illinois citizens
need to be able to support themselves and their families financially. It has been estimated that by
the year 2020 over 65% of jobs nationwide will require a college degree. But, as of 2015, less than
50% of working adults in Illinois have a college degree. Our state needs a well-educated work force
in order to be competitive in the world. Without this tuition tax credit, this is hardly possible.
The cost of college tuition continues to rise. The average price of tuition at public universities in
Illinois is $14,218. This amount does not even include the price of housing, textbooks,
transportation, or other necessities of college students. Altogether the price of college for one year
in Illinois is about $26,199. This amount is beyond what most families and individuals can manage.
Having a college tuition tax credit would benefit not only students, but colleges and businesses as
well. Enrollment numbers at colleges across the state would increase. Businesses would be able to
count on having a well-educated work force behind them.
Summary: I will support all legislation that promotes giving an income tax credit for college tuition
in Illinois.
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STATE OF ILLINOIS
Sixty-Eighth Session
Illinois Youth Legislature

Introduced by:

Referred to Committee: Gray 1

Senate Sponsor:

Justin Dodd

House Sponsor:

Kayla Morhet

Co-Sponsors:

Brittany Lindsey and Ethan Smith

Delegation:

West Frankfort High School

A BILL
For an Act Creating Chapter 725 Section 20 , of the Illinois Compiled Statutes, relating to
Illinois Body Cam Act.
BE IT ENACTED BY THE YMCA YOUTH LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ILLINOIS.
1
2

Section I. This bill will mandate that all Illinois police departments require all officers carry
non-lethal weapons with them while on duty.

3
4
5
6
7
8

Section II. All counties will provide their own police officers with non-lethal weapons
(tazers, nightsticks, mace, etc.) while on active duty. Not only will this bill require officers to
carry non-lethal weapons, but it will require officers to only use non-lethal force in
situations that do not necessitate lethal force. This will tie in with the Body Cam Act
because of the fact that it will be easier to regulate if officers actually use lethal force
before non-lethal force in situations that do not call for extreme actions.

9
10
11
12

Section III. Officers who violate this bill once are to be subjected to a month of suspension
from duty without pay. If an officer disobeys this law twice, the officer will be fired from the
police force and is not eligible to be hired in other counties’ police departments in the State
of Illinois.

13
14
15
16

Section IV. The non lethal weapons will be paid for by having police departments take a
bigger percentage of the money collected from traffic tickets. Any extra money that they
would need would have to be paid for by the individual police departments. This can be
done in a variety of ways such as bake sales, barbecues, fundraisers, etc.

17
18

Section V. This Bill shall go into effect on Jan 1st, 2018 upon the signature of the Youth
Governor of the State of Illinois.
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LOBBYIST POSITION PAPER
Lobbyist Name: Max Pernitsky
Delegation:

West Frankfort

Aligned with Preliminary Bill #: RIII-30
I encourage the YMCA Youth Legislature to pass a bill that mandates that all Illinois police officers
have to carry a non-lethal weapon.
Our officers should be mandated to carry a non-lethal weapon because one could prevent a lot of
unjustified deaths in the state of Illinois. Our purpose for this bill is not to assign blame or
persecute police officers. Rather, it is to help protect their interests and the interests of the people
of Illinois in general. Thus far, twenty one Illinoisans have been killed by police officers.
On November 23, 2016 a nineteen year old boy from Englewood, Illinois was shot and killed by a
police officer from that locality. The police department released a statement which revealed that
the suspect and officer were involved in a foot chase. The officer claimed that the nineteen year
old boy pointed a gun at him during the chase. However, after an extensive search for a weapon,
the detectives could not find one. In addition, there was no evidence that the police officer had a
non-lethal weapon on his person. If this officer had a non-lethal weapon this situation might have
been avoided entirely.
In another instance, on July 28, 2016 an eighteen year old went joyriding and sideswiped a parked
police car. Police officers responded by shooting him. The medical examiner ruled the case a
homicide and as a result, three police officers were fired. If this decorated police officer would have
had a non lethal weapon as an option, his reputation and possibly his job would have been saved.
Furthermore, If these non lethal weapons would have been available, we would have young Kajuan
Ray with us today. His family would not be mourning the loss of a loved one and the question of
whether he had a weapon would be irrelevant. In the state of Illinois there have been roughly
twenty one citizens killed in police shootings thus far this year.
One can’t help but wonder how many of these shootings could have been avoided if a non-lethal
weapon had been available. In this situation, the police officers are not to blame. However, it is
crucial that legislation be enacted which mandates access to non-lethal weapons at all times.
Summary: I will support all legislation that mandates that non-lethal weapons be carried by police
personnel. However, police personnel should be able to use lethal force when their lives are in
immediate danger.
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STATE OF ILLINOIS
Sixty-Eighth Session
Illinois Youth Legislature

Introduced by:

Referred to Committee: Gray 1

Senate Sponsor:

Truman Crafts

House Sponsor:

Matea Cannavino

Co-Sponsors:

Alyssa Farney, Mitch Kearby

Delegation:

Oswego

A BILL
For an Act Creating Chapter 225 Section 86 Article 1, of the Illinois Compiled Statutes,
relating to Professions, Occupations, and Business Operations.
BE IT ENACTED BY THE YMCA YOUTH LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ILLINOIS.
1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9
10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22

Section I. The Prescription Restriction Act is intended to prevent drug overdoses from
prescription drugs. Patients are required to submit background information at the time of
purchase of any prescription for anti-depressants, opioids or depressants. This tracking
system will include the purchaser’s name, address, age, criminal record, amount of
prescribed drugs, dates of purchase, past purchases, prescribing doctor, and location of
purchase. This information will be kept in a state database accessible to all licensed
pharmacists. Pharmacists must check it before dispensing the prescription and register all
purchases in the database.
Section II. If a patient exceeds the current standard of safety according to the Center for
Disease Control, that patient will be required to pay a $750 fine and complete 100
community service hours for the first offense. Subsequent offenses will result in doubled
fine, 150 community service hours and possible jail time up to 20 years. All offenders will
be required to complete a prescribed rehabilitation program recommended by a court
appointed therapist.
Section III. To implement the new tracking system $35,000 of state funding will be needed.
This money will initially come from the funds saved by Governor Bruce Rauner not accepting
his annual salary.
Section IV. This law will be enforced by the Illinois Department of Health.
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23
24
25

Section V. This Bill shall go into effect on January 1, 2017 upon the signature of the Youth
Governor of the State of Illinois.
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STATE OF ILLINOIS
Sixty-Eighth Session
Illinois Youth Legislature
Introduced by:

Referred to Committee: Gray 1

Senate Sponsor:

Megan Schonleb

Sponsor:

Terry Macyqin

Co-Sponsors:

Kate McNicholas

Delegation:

Faith Lutheran High School

A BILL
For an Act ammending section 15 of SB 1951, of the Illinois Compiled Statutes, relating to
Mental Health , to be added after line 2 on page 5.
BE IT ENACTED BY THE YMCA YOUTH LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ILLINOIS.
1
2

Section I. All students of state funded schools with mental health diagnoses will be granted
one day of the school quarter for mental grounding, to be referred to a Mental Health Day.

3
4

Section II. The students in question must be diagnosed with a debilitating mental illness by a
professional therapist to be eligible for the Mental Health Day.

5
6

Section III. Students unable to come in contact with a professional therapist may refer to
the school counselor for eligibility.

7
8
9

Section IV. Students who take advantage of the Mental Health Day will be required to meet
with their school counselor on the day of return, bef6re or after the school day, to better help
their mental recovery.

10
11

Section V. The student will not be required to complete any homework assigned on the Mental
Health Day.

12

Section VI. The student must make up any quizzes or tests given on the Mental Health Day.

13
14

Section VII. Students are ineligible to a Mental Health Day during the week of final exams or mid
terms.

15
16

Section VIII. This Bill shall go into effect on January 1st 2018 upon the signature of the Youth
Governor of the State of Illinois.

Gray - 67

5,

6*


/HH/HHµV/REE\LVW3DSHUZDVQµWDYDLODEOHDWSULQW

Gray - 68

5,

6*


-RH0LOHVµ/REE\LVW3DSHUZDVQµWDYDLODEOHDWSULQW

Gray - 69

RI-99

S-G-05

STATE OF ILLINOIS
Sixty-Eighth Session
Illinois Youth Legislature

Introduced by:

Referred to Committee: Gray 2

Senate Sponsor:

Abby Reinert

House Sponsor:

Reece Mendicino

Co-Sponsors:

Kelly O'Connell, Elizabeth Nordmark

Delegation:

Wheaton Warrenville South High School

A BILL
For an Act Amending Chapter 755, Section 5-5, of the Illinois Compiled Statutes, relating to organ
donations .
BE IT ENACTED BY THE YMCA YOUTH LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ILLINOIS.
1
2

Section I. This bill will be primarily used to ease the demand for organ donations within the state of
Illinois.

3
4
5

Section II. When a resident of Illinois is eighteen years of age or older, said person will be
presented with the option to become an organ donor upon renewing their driver’s license or upon
receiving a state identification card.

6
7
8

Section III. The resident will be presented with a mandatory form to complete that has check boxes
for “yes” and “no” after the statement “I wish to be an organ donor.” If the resident is completing
the process online, they will encounter a computer screen with the same prompt.

9
10
11

Section IV. The Illinois Department of Motor Vehicles will report the provided information to the
United States Department of Health and Human Services to be included in the national database of
organ donors.

12
13
14
15

Section V. Any person(s) found violating any sections found in this bill or already existing
regulations or abusing the information collected or altering the information in any way can be fined
between five hundred dollars to two hundred and fifty thousand dollars and may be placed on
community service and/or placed in prison for anywhere between six months to five years.
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16

Section VI. The Secretary of State will be placed in charge of enforcing this bill.

17
18
19

Section VII. Two hundred thousand dollars will be allocated to any existing funds of the Secretary
of State provided by Illinois State Legislature to ensure that this bill is enforced faithfully and
properly.

20
21

Section VIII. A motor fuel tax will be increased by zero point zero one percent to provide the extra
money allocated as mentioned in section VII.

22
23

Section IX. To ensure the allocated funds are used in the correct manner, the Illinois State
Comptroller will oversee the allocation of these funds.

24
25

Section X. This Bill shall go into effect on April twenty-first, two thousand seventeen upon the
signature of the Youth Governor of the State of Illinois.
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STATE OF ILLINOIS
Sixty-Eighth Session
Illinois Youth Legislature

Introduced by:

Referred to Committee: Gray 2

Senate Sponsor:

Olivia Weeks

House Sponsor:

Dakota Richerson

Co-Sponsors:

Lexilyn Elliott

Delegation:

West Frankfort High School

A BILL
For an Act creating, of the Illinois Compiled Statutes, relating to the formation of dispute
resolution committees with a focus on victim-offender mediation programs within county
court systems..
BE IT ENACTED BY THE YMCA YOUTH LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ILLINOIS.
1
2
3

Section I. Resolving all felony, misdemeanor and juvenile disputes through the formal and
adversarial court system is often time and fund consuming, and often leaves victims without
a real sense of resolution.

4
5
6
7

Section II. Victim-offender mediation programs provide an opportunity for offenders to
show remorse and to see the effects of their crimes. This open dialogue provides answers,
and often, understanding to victims as well as a real sense of closure and an opening for
alternative forms of restitution.

8
9
10
11

Section III. It is the intention of this bill to require the appointment of dispute resolution
committees to become educated on victim-offender mediation programs and use that
information to make decisions about how these programs can benefit their individual
counties.

12
13

Section IV. This Bill shall go into effect on January 1st, 2018 upon the signature of the
Youth Governor of the State of Illinois.
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STATE OF ILLINOIS
Sixty-Eighth Session
Illinois Youth Legislature
Introduced by:

Referred to Committee: Gray 2

Senate Sponsor:

Derek Chen

House Sponsor:

Zimo Zhu

Co-Sponsors:

Hannah Yan, Rachel Kwon

Delegation:

Adlai E. Stevenson High School
A BILL

For an Act Amending Chapter 6 Section 103 and 107 of the Illinois Compiled Statutes, relating
to the granting of Driver’s Permits to individuals learning to operate a motor vehicle.
BE IT ENACTED BY THE YMCA YOUTH LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ILLINOIS.
1
2
3

Section I. This bill will henceforth amend the granting of Instructional Permits to individuals at a
younger age for the purpose of developing safe and mature driving habits in young and
inexperienced drivers; and reducing motor vehicle accidents, injuries, and fatalities.

4
5

Section II. An instruction permit may be issued under Section 6-107.1 to a child who is not less
than 14 years of age.

6
7

Section III. Additionally, in order to obtain a graduated driver’s license, the applicant must be at
least 16 years of age and have held a valid instruction permit for a minimum of 18 months.

8
9
10
11

Section IV. In addition to meeting the requirements outlined above, the applicant must also
have passed an approved driver’s education course, submitted proof of passing, and present
certification by parent or guardian of having practiced a minimum of 50 hours of driving with an
appropriate adult supervisor holding a valid driver’s license; 10 of these hours be at nighttime.

12
13

Section V. Individuals not complying with any of the above regulations shall be penalized as
outlined in Section 6-101.

14
15

Section VI. This bill shall go into effect on January 1, 2018 upon the signature of the Youth
Governor of the State of Illinois.
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Introduced by:

Referred to Committee: Gray 2

Senate Sponsor:

Rose Hoover

House Sponsor:

Sarah Mueller

Co-Sponsors:

Missy Kraman, Ian Hetman

Delegation:

Wheaton Warrenville South

A BILL
For an Act amending Chapter 105 Article 122 Section 305, of the Illinois Compiled Statutes
, relating to Education.
BE IT ENACTED BY THE YMCA YOUTH LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ILLINOIS.
1
2

Section I. All students attending Illinois public high schools will be required to pass an
introductory computer literacy course for graduation credit.

3
4
5
6
7
8

Section II. Illinois public schools will be required to allocate appropriate staffing and funding
to administer this course. The course must include basic computer literacy, with additional
units that include introductory computer science content, however the Illinois State Board
of Education will create the standard curriculum. Other courses, including but not limited to,
Advanced Placement (AP) Computer Science, may also be deemed suitable to fulfill this
credit by the Illinois State board of education.

9
10
11
12

Section III. The Illinois State Board of Education will oversee the transition into the
curriculum. Funding will not be allocated to these schools, as every public high school in
Illinois has appropriate equipment to comply with the requirements. If schools fail to
comply, a $7500 fee will be enacted annually until a suitable course is administered.

13
14

Section IV. This Bill shall go into effect on March 19, 2017 upon the signature of the Youth
Governor of the State of Illinois.
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Lobbyist Name:

Connell Hecht

Delegation:

Wheaton Warrenville South

Aligned with Preliminary Bill #:

RI-106

I support a bill that mandates a computer science class for high school graduation and encourage
my fellow students of the YMCA Youth Legislature to do so as well.
Our schools should obviously provide the best preparation for the real world that they can.
Considering funding for computer science is already in place and growing at an extremely fast rate,
the next logical step is to mandate computer science courses so no student is left without the
knowledge necessary to function in an ever-growing technology oriented world. WhiteHouse.gov
mentions that $135 million in computers science funding became available at the start of 2016,
which creates an excellent opportunity for the schools of Illinois to capitalize on.
The need for computer science classes to be offered across the state is more dire than ever.
Exploringcs.org states that “Introductory secondary school computer science courses have
decreased in number by 17 percent from 2005” (exploringcs.org). These courses are not being
offered and taken at a time when they are needed most. Our legislation must put a stop to this
trend.
The ultimate negative effects of a lack of computer knowledge and literacy are staggering. Without
computer education, students can never obtain this knowledge, making mandatory courses
imperative to a proper education. Commerce.gov found that “Ninety-six percent of working
Americans use new communications technologies as part of their daily life, while sixty-two percent
of working Americans use the Internet as an integral part of their jobs” (Commerce.gov). The
growing workforce needs more people with computer and internet skills, which can be easily
granted by offering and mandating computer science courses.
By supporting this bill, you are creating a better learning opportunity for students in schools
throughout the state and are better preparing them for life after high school and college. Many
people in the workforce lack even basic knowledge of how computers work and what their potential
is. By passing this bill, we can increase computer literacy and knowledge across the nation, making
each person more successful and competent.
Summary: I will support all legislation that promotes computer science courses in public high
schools.

Gray - 77

RII-36

S-G-09

STATE OF ILLINOIS
Sixty-Eighth Session
Illinois Youth Legislature

Introduced by:

Referred to Committee: Gray 3

Senate Sponsor:

Izabela Zarek

House Sponsor:

Jennifer Perez

Co-Sponsors:

Victoria Kondrak

Delegation:

William H. Taft High School

A BILL
For an Act Chapter 750, of the Illinois Compiled Statutes, relating to extending the abortion
process.
BE IT ENACTED BY THE YMCA YOUTH LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ILLINOIS.
1
2

Section I. The abortion process will give counseling sessions and evaluation before an
abortion can be administered.

3
4
5
6
7

Section II. This bill will provide counseling and information to women who want the
procedure to be done. There will be one mandatory and state-funded counseling session
that will be a maximum of two hours long; more sessions may or may not be given
depending if the participant chooses so, which will be based on the decision and opinion
made during the first counseling session.

8
9
10
11
12
13
14

Section III. The counseling will consist of paperwork that includes a short reasoning for the
abortion (if the woman would choose to do so). Also, the counseling session will involve an
unbiased psychologist who will evaluate the mental preparation of the woman. The
counseling session will be informational, as well, and provide women with alternative
solutions to the procedure, such as adoption and the abortion pill; however, the sessions’
main focus will be to simply discuss matters with the woman and ensure that she is
mentally prepared for the procedure – not to alter the woman’s choice.

15
16
17
18

Section IV. Payment policies will alter depending on the participant's insurance company
and its regulations. Financial aid may deduct up to 35% of the final cost, which can go up to
$1,500. The financial aid will be state funded, along with the one mandatory counseling
session. Further counseling sessions will be paid for at the woman’s cost.
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20
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Section V. For a participant to be considered eligible for financial aid, she must submit
multiple documents indicating her current financial status and her annual salary and tax
returns. For a woman with a spouse who is planning to receive an abortion, each spouse will
have to submit separate documents showing their current financial status.

23
24
25
26

Section VI. If the participant chooses to have additional counseling sessions, they will be
charged $70 per session - with a maximum of 2 hours each. The psychologist will be the
one to submit forms of financial aid. Depending on the participant's insurance policies, the
amounts will be deducted following the application of the participant's insurance.

27
28
29
30
31

Section VII. The first counseling session will be paid for by the government of Illinois. Every
health clinic with a physician that is licensed to perform abortions will also have to employ
a medical counselor who is licensed to provide counseling for those wanting an abortion.
The session(s) will be received by a medical counselor who undergoes a course revolving
around abortion and psychiatric evaluation.

32
33
34
35

Section VIII. Each abortion must be approved by the physician and/or the psychologist. The
psychologist will notify the physician of any complications involving the stability of the
participant, in which the physician will recommend extra counseling sessions with another
psychologist of choice if the woman would not like to have the same one.

36
37

Section IX. This Bill shall go into effect on May 1st, 2017 upon the signature of the Youth
Governor of the State of Illinois.
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Lobbyist Name:

Michelle Correa

Delegation:

William Howard Taft

Aligned with Preliminary Bill #: R11-36

I encourage the YMCA Youth Legislature to pass a bill that mandates extending the abortion in
which women will attend counseling sessions to explore alternative options that don’t involve
aborting the baby.
Women should have an extended abortion process so that they do not make a spontaneous
decision and abort an innocent child. By extending the process the women will go through a
counseling session so she will be able to explore other options than abortion. They can then take
further counseling sessions so they can be informed that getting rid of their baby in such a manner
is not the only option. These sessions will also determine the mental stability of the patient and
help her make rational decisions. This bill will also consider helping women who are in direct danger
with their pregnancy and will offer financial aid to women that are absolutely sure about having an
abortion.
About half of the pregnancies in the United States are unintended, of these pregnancies 4 in every
10 are aborted. The most common reasons for why women get an abortion are inadequate finances
and women not being ready to take on the responsibility. These reasons are tied at a 21% and are
followed by 16% of women that do not want to change their life and 11% that are too immature. Of
all women that get abortions in the United States 54% are getting one for the first time. Women
that are getting them, especially for the first time, should be exploring their options so that these
numbers are not so big and more children could live.
Extending the abortion process and exploring other options would give women more chances to
consider giving their baby an opportunity to live.
Summary: I will support all legislation that promotes the extension of the abortion process in order
to allow women considering abortion to explore other options
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Introduced by:

Referred to Committee: Gray 3

Senate Sponsor:

Kery Ballines

House Sponsor:

Grace Sparkman

Co-Sponsors:

Jessica Valle, Ashley Onken

Delegation:

Oswego

A BILL
For an Act Creating Chapter 405 Section 45 Article 5, of the Illinois Compiled Statutes,
relating to Care of the Mentally Ill.
BE IT ENACTED BY THE YMCA YOUTH LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ILLINOIS.
1
2
3
4
5
6
7

Section I. In order to be certified to work with the mentally ill as defined in Section 2 of this
law, all caregivers, educators, and medical professionals working with this population will be
required to complete a training course in how to effectively care for and prevent abuse.
This training course will need to be repeated every five years for recertification. In addition,
all caregivers, educators, and medical professional will be required to participate in a four
month internship with a veteran caretaker who has already been certified in the state of
Illinois to receive initial certification.

8
9
10
11

Section II. Any caregiver, educator, or medical professional accused of abuse and/or neglect
of a mentally ill student or patient will be placed on administrative leave until investigation
of the incident is complete. If suspect is found guilty, criminal penalties will apply and
individual will lose certification and be prohibited from caring for the mentally ill.

12
13

Section III. The Illinois Department of Human Services will develop and administer the
training course.

14
15

Section IV. The cost of proper training will be incurred by the individual teacher who seeks
certification.

16
17

Section V. This Bill shall go into effect on January 1, 2018 upon the signature of the Youth
Governor of the State of Illinois.
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Seth Allen

Referred to Committee: Gray 3

Senate Sponsor:

Kelsi Ham

House Sponsor:

Seth Allen

Co-Sponsors:

Saquib Akhter

Delegation:

Mount Vernon Township Highschool

A BILL
For an Act deleting 105 section 27-6 , of the ILCS , relating to physical education.
BE IT ENACTED BY THE YMCA YOUTH LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ILLINOIS.

1
2
3

Section I. Amend section 27-6 of ILCS 105 to remove the daily mandate of physical
education due to ineffectiveness in addition to noncompliance from schools either by choice
or from lack of facilities.

4
5

Section II. This bill shall go into effect on January 1st, 2018 upon the signature of the
Youth Governor of the State of Illinois.
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Lobbyist Name:

Gatlin Miller

Delegation:

Mount Vernon Township High School

Aligned with Preliminary Bill #:

RIII - 17

I encourage the YMCA Youth Legislature to pass a bill that removes the daily mandate of physical
education in schools.
Our schools should not be required to mandate daily physical education. Mandatory physical
education is not producing any significant effect, in addition to, noncompliance from schools either
by choice or lack of facilities. The ILCS requires that pupils enrolled in public schools must engage
in physical education on a daily basis. However, this should not be the case.
Kevin C. Harris, M.D. stated how the efficacy of required P.E. in improving body composition still
remains unproven. This statement attests the reasoning on why we do not need mandatory physical
education. There are also many statistics that prove how mandatory P.E. is ineffective. For example,
a MSNBC investigation found that the average high school gym only keeps students physically
active for 16 minutes. For a 45 minute class, 16 minutes of activity is almost nothing. Students
accumulate more physical activity by walking to their classes! Due to this waste of time, many
schools have cut the required P.E. so students could spend more time in core classes to perform
better on standardized tests. The State of Illinois also does not require specific curricula for P.E.
They give the school the authority to choose their own curriculum. This creates a lack of
consistency throughout Illinois. This is very ineffective because one school could have their
students exercising diligently while other schools could have their students goof-off and do
nothing. This would not create a significant effect toward good health, which P.E. is intended to do.
This law exemplifies government stepping outside their boundaries we have set for our freedom. It
is a sad attempt at legislation to help people and is only limiting our freedoms. In fact, it has been
proven that obesity has nothing to do with government and schools and has everything to do with
home life.
Schools are on a limited budget. They have to take into account costs for operations, student
support services, salaries, supplies, and a variety of other expenses. The amount of money schools
spend is unimaginable. They spend around $13,000 per student on average. Just think about how
much that would cost for an entire school. This doesn’t even include salaries. There is simply not
enough money to spend on facilities that are needed.
Slightly more than 60 percent of the roughly 3,100 schools reporting said they provided PE five
days per week, complying with the law. But that left almost 40 percent that did not, in part because
lawmakers allowed it or the state looked the other way. The enforcing of this law is at the bare
minimum. The state of Illinois doesn’t make it a priority and they don’t have the resources to
enforce it. Nearly 1,200 schools throughout Illinois have been shaving physical education days from
class schedules, often saying they don't have the staff or facilities to offer the courses daily, as a
decades-old state law requires, and no one is sanctioning them. The law is simply outdated and
redundant.
Summary: I will support all legislation that promotes the removal of 105 Section 27-6 of the ILCS
relating to the daily mandate of physical education on schools.
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Lobbyist’s Name:
Delegation:

Nici Rudd
Mount Vernon Township High School

Aligned with Primary Bill #:

RIII - 17

I encourage the YMCA Youth Legislature to pass a bill that eliminates mandatory physical education
mandatory in our state’s public school system.
Our schools should not make physical education mandatory because it should be the student’s
choice if they shall prefer to take the class. This is a good bill because you shouldn’t be forced to
take a class that only tests your physical ability. This bill is fair because not all schools even obey
the law to have physical education 5 days a week because lawmakers allowed or schools just simply
looked the other way.
Recently, nearly 1,200 schools have been shaving down physical education from class schedules. A
lot of the schools that are doing this are often saying that they don’t have the staff or facilities to
offer the courses daily, as a decade old state law requires, and no one is sanctioning them. It has
been proven time after time that obesity has little to do with schools and has everything to do with
home life. Obesity is the condition of being overweight. Throughout the early twentieth century,
into the 1950s, there was a steady growth of physical education in the public schools. National
surveys of childhood obesity weren’t recorded before 1963; however, the rate of childhood obesity
in the U.S. began to rise in the 1980s. In 1980, 7 percent of children ages 6 to 11 were obese;in
2012, the rate was nearly 18 percent. In adolescents -12 to 19 years of age- the increase in
obesity rates was more striking, climbing from 5 to 21 percent during the same period. The increase
of obesity in Illinois starting in 1990 (beginning of agenda) to 2015/2016 is 12.1% to 30.8%.
Diabetes is a metabolic disease in which the body’s inability to produce any or enough insulin
causes elevated levels of glucose in the blood. The increase of diabetes in Illinois starting in 1990
to 2015/2015 is 5.1% to 9.9%. Hypertension (HBP) is a condition in which the force of the blood
against the artery walls is too high. Hypertension (HBP) has increased from 21.9% in 1990 to
30.8% in 2015. There were 719,649 heart disease cases in 2010 and the projected cases of heart
disease in 2030 is 3,256,437. There were 2,387,762 cases of arthritis cases in 2010 and the
projected cases of arthritis in 2030 is 2,055,864. There were 189,693 obesity related cases in
2010 and 468,312 projected cases of obesity related cancer.
The physical education requirement should be removed from the law because it is restricting school
resources and forcing school administration to make tough decisions Illinois State does not have
the resources to support the law.
Summary:
I will support all legislation that removes the daily mandate of physical education due
to ineffectiveness in addition to noncompliance from schools either from choice or from lack of
facilities.
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Senate Sponsor:

Doug Nuttall

House Sponsor:

Kayla Nenninger

Co-Sponsors:

Kendall Reid, Dega Demiri

Delegation:

Wheaton Warrenville South High School
A BILL

For an Act creating Chapter 210 Section 160, of the Illinois Compiled Statutes, relating to
the price gouging of pharmaceuticals.
BE IT ENACTED BY THE YMCA YOUTH LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ILLINOIS.
1
2
3

Section I. This bill will restrict the price gouging of pharmaceuticals throughout the state of
Illinois. No manufacturer or distributor of pharmaceuticals is allowed to sell
pharmaceuticals for an excessive amount.

4
5
6

Section II. A pharmaceutical is defined as any compound manufactured for sale as a
medicinal drug. This bill will only apply to pharmaceuticals in which there is not an easily
accessible replacement.

7
8
9
10

Section III. Price gouging is defined as the raising of prices to an extent that is unfair or
exploits a particular need for the product. Price gouging does not need to be contained into
a single price rising: If over a period of time the price of the product is raised with no rise
of outside production costs then that is price gouging.

11
12
13
14
15
16
17

This bill authorizes the Illinois Department of Public Health to investigate instances of price
gouging on pharmaceuticals. It also authorizes the Attorney General to bring an action to
stop the alleged price gouging. The Attorney General will post a notice of cease and desist
to the company in question; if after a 7 day waiting period the company has not stopped
the price gouging or has not disputed the claim then a penalty not exceeding one million
dollars will be imposed, and if necessary an order of restitution will be imposed to
compensate aggravated consumers.

18

Section IV. There will be no funding necessary for this bill.

19
20

Section V. This Bill shall go into effect on June 1st, 2017 upon the signature of the Youth
Governor of the State of Illinois.
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Lobbyist Name:

Claire Mahoney

Delegation:

Wheaton Warrenville South

Aligned with Preliminary Bill #:
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I encourage the YMCA youth legislature to pass the bill banning the gouging of pharmaceutical
prices. This bill is important because making the price of pharmaceutical items very expensive will
hinder low to middle class citizens’ ability to afford necessary health care. This could endanger
many people plagued with illnesses or conditions that require very expensive medications. As
stated by The Washington Post, prescription drug prices have jumped ten percent in the last year.
This is causing low class families to not be able to afford the health care they need for their
conditions. My brother has a severe allergy to bees, more specifically, honey bees, and has had it
for about 6 years. This has been really hard for him emotionally and financially. When he gets
stung by honey bees, his face swells up, as does his mouth and throat, making it very hard for him
to breathe, and it is very scary for him. He has nightmares about it almost every night. He is now
21 living alone and he does not have much money to spend on epipens, which is a necessity for
him, given that he lives on a honey farm. He doesn’t make much money as is working on a honey
farm, so it is very difficult for him to afford epi-pens, especially after the prices are inflated.
Overall, this shows how the average American suffers from the extreme gouging of pharmaceutical
drugs, and why a law should be enabled, banning this cruelty. I believe this will help our country as
a whole, because healthcare will be more easily accessible to the common man, and more people
will be able to receive the healthcare they need and deserve. If my brother will be able to get his
epipen for cheaper, more honey will be able to be produced as well, which will not only help the
honey industry, but also small businesses in general. In conclusion, I believe everybody should vote
for this bill because we need to end this awful gouging of prices of pharmaceutical items.

Summary:

I will support all legislation that eliminates price gouging on pharmaceutical drugs.
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Lobbyist Name:

Laurel Moneysmith

Delegation:

Wheaton Warrenville South

Aligned with Preliminary Bill #:
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I encourage the YMCA Youth Legislature to pass a bill to prevent price gouging in pharmaceuticals,
and to allow court to determine whether the price is reasonable or excessive.
Many people use epipens but have difficulty affording the medicine. The average epipen user owns
4-5 epipens for emergencies. With the extreme price inflation on pharmaceuticals, affording much
life saving medicine is challenging. With a restriction on pharmaceutical price gouging, acquiring the
necessary medine will be easier.
Because of the monopoly that pharmaceutical companies have, there needs to be a restriction to
help the people. It is not fair that companies can decide whatever price they would like to sell their
supplies and people have no say. These companies have power because the pharmaceuticals they
are selling are absolutely necessary to survive for some people(HBR Price Gouging). Although the
companies need to make money, a restriction on excessive price gouging could save many lives for
people that have a hard time affording their needed medicine.
Experts says that pharmaceutical companies pay no more than $30 dollars per epipen. However,
users are forced to pay $600 for just a two pack of the medicine(NBC News Industry Insiders). This
extreme price gouging is unreasonable. If a bill is passed to restrict this type of excessive
overcharge, court would be able to decide whether the company needs to lower the price or not.
Court would take into consideration not only the price that it cost to make but also the cost it took
research the medicine. With the price reduction on pharmaceutical supplies, more people would be
able to afford the medicine therefore also making the company plenty of money.
A restriction on pharmaceutical price gouging would help users afford life saving medicine. It would
put a stop to unreasonable pharmaceutical companies monopoly and the reasonable sales price.
Being able to buy medicine such as epipens at an appropriate cost could help save many lives.
Therefore, it is pressing to pass a bill to prevent price gouging on pharmaceutical supplies.
Summary: I will support all legislation that promotes restriction of excessive cost on needed
medicine and to allow court to determine the reasonable price for each specific case.
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Senate Sponsor: Akshay Chaubal
House Sponsor: David Terpay
Co-Sponsors: Dylan Irlbeck, Aman Luthra
Delegation: Adlai E. Stevenson High School
A Bill
For an Act amending Chapter 720 Section 570, of the Illinois Compiled Statutes relating to
race relations in domestic environments.
BE IT ENACTED BY THE YMCA YOUTH LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE ILLINOIS

1
2

Section I. This bill applies to all levels of post-secondary education and all forms of
employment in Illinois.

3
4

Section II. This bill will eliminate the very pertinent issue of race-based selection in the
education system and in employment.

5
6
7

Section III. All methods of “affirmative action”, or race based actions used to equalize the
distribution of races within the workforce and postsecondary education, will be hereby
suspended.

8
9
10

Section IV. Socio-economic factors such as family income, geographic location, and
background will be used to determine one’s fitness for a position at a job or college. Race
will no longer be a factor.

11
12

Section V. Failure to comply with these standards will result in a 5% increase of corporate
taxes for businesses, or a 5% decrease in state funding for an educational institution.

13
14
15

Section VI. Any revenue generated from this legislation will be used to fund different aspects
of the Chicago Public School system which include, but are not limited to, supplies, teacher
salaries, and infrastructure improvement.

16
17

Section VII. This bill shall go into effect on July 1st, 2017, upon the signature of the Youth
Governor of the State of Illinois.
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Senate Sponsor:

Thomas Hofferkamp

House Sponsor:

Micah Weiss

Co-Sponsors:

Ahabb Fisher, Aaron James

Delegation:

Williamsville

A BILL
For an Act Amending Chapter 725, Section 5/119-1, of the Illinois Compiled Statutes,
relating to Death Penalty.
BE IT ENACTED BY THE YMCA YOUTH LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ILLINOIS.
1

Section I. All prisoners tried as adults for first-degree murder will face capital punishment.

2
3

Section II. Those convicted of a crime punishable by death will be executed by means of
hanging.

4
5

Section III. The bodies of those executed will be disposed of by cremation unless the family
of the deceased provides funds for other means of burial.

6

Section IV. The mentally insane will not face capital punishment.

7

Section V. Funding will come from the General Fund.

8
9

Section VI. This Bill shall go into effect on July 1, 2017 upon the signature of the Youth
Governor of the State of Illinois.
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Lauren Bartlett

Delegation:

Williamsville High School

Aligned with Preliminary Bill #:
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I encourage the YMCA Youth Legislature to pass a bill that reinstates the death penalty for severe
crimes, such as first degree murder.
Capital punishment should be reinstated in Illinois because first degree murder is inexcusable and
corrupt. Murder is perhaps the single most serious criminal offense.

We understand that a

punishment of a murder can be that the murderer is usually in prison for life, but when someone
intentionally murders another human being for whatever reason, that is something that’s almost
sickening to think about. Convicted murderers should not have the pleasure of staying in a jail cell
that provides running water, three warm meals a day, and clothing. First degree murder is a felony
that not only kills a human being like one of us, but destroys the lives of the family members of the
victim. First degree murder should only be punishable by death. Imagine if someone you loved was
killed. Would you want their killer to be sitting in a jail cell? As harsh as it may sound, jail time is
not the correct punishment for such an act.
In a Pew Research Center poll in August and September of this year, it showed that 49% of
Americans favor the death penalty, whereas only 42% oppose it. Currently, just 34% of Democrats
support it, and 72% of Republicans support capital punishment. As you can see, a larger number of
people favor capital punishment than oppose it. So, not only do I and my fellow group members
think capital punishment should be reinforced, but a lot of other American believe so too.
In one year, around 15,809 people are murdered in the United States. That’s 15,809 lives that
most likely should not have been taken. One of those people could have been someone you knew.
One day, it could possibly be you, which is terrifying to think about. 15,809 people who most likely
did not deserve to die. In a population of 100,000 people, about five people could be killed by
homicide. Which means that in the city of Springfield, at least five people might have died from
homicide. This is a large number of deaths. Those who killed these possibly innocent people should
be put to death.
Summary: I will support all legislation that promotes enforcing the return of the death penalty for
certain crimes.
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Lobbyist Name:

Keegan McGann

Delegation:

Williamsville

Aligned with Preliminary Bill #: RIII-06

I encourage the YMCA Youth Legislature to pass a bill that establishes capital punishment for
certain crimes in the State of Illinois.
Reinstating the death penalty is the most realistic way to save money within the jail system
because it would replace life without parole in certain cases. The average life without parole case
costs between $1.6 and 3.6 million dollars from the trial to the death of the inmate. This is our tax
money being wasted on keeping an awful criminal alive and well in a jail cell that could be used for
another criminal that we can rehabilitate and send back out into the world a changed man or
women. This bill does not just want to kill any and all criminals, only the ones that planned out and
acted upon murder of a peace officer, intentionally committing murder along with the attempt to
kidnap, sexually assault, rob, commit arson, or be a terrorist threat. These guidelines will limit the
number of cases where capital punishment can be applied significantly which will save taxpayers
money once more. It is very clear that the best way to save tax money and make criminals think
twice about committing murder is to bring back the death penalty in the state of Illinois.
Summary: I will support all legislation that promotes the reinstatement of capital punishment in the
State of Illinois
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LOBBYIST POSITION PAPER

Lobbyist Name:

Carissa Plake

Delegation:

Williamsville High School

Aligned with Preliminary Bill #: RIII-06

I encourage the YMCA Youth Legislature to pass a bill that enforces the return of the death penalty
for certain crimes.
Our court system should be required to enforce the death penalty because sometimes when a
person commits a certain crime, the only reasonable punishment is death. These crimes include
things like the murder of an individual under the age of 10, or committing a murder while escaping
a penal institution. This bill will also save money for our state and the citizens of the state. In
2013, 3% of the tax dollars collected went to help pay for corrections in Illinois.
One of the other many ways it would help our state out is by decreasing the amount of murders in
the state. As of April 1, 2016, Chicago had seen 141 murders as opposed to 82 at the same time
of year in 2015. In Dallas, however, on March 23, 2016 there had been 41 murders reported
compared to 24 at the same time last year. This proves that even though the number of murders
did go up in Dallas in 2016, there were not nearly as many as there were in Chicago at the same
time in the year. This shows that because Texas has the death penalty that it reduces the number
of murders.
Mandating the death penalty for certain crimes would help innocent people not feel like they are in
danger as often. By passing this bill, you would be reducing the number of murders and saving
money for the State of Illinois.
Summary: I will support all legislation that promotes the death penalty.
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S-G-16

STATE OF ILLINOIS
Sixty-Eighth Session
Illinois Youth Legislature

Introduced by:

Referred to Committee: Gray 4

Senate Sponsor:

Jeremiah Fitzjerrells

House Sponsor:

Kadin Asbery

Co-Sponsors:

Matt Lamczyk, Brennan Docherty

Delegation:

Mount Vernon

A BILL
For an Act creating Chapter 525 Article 5 section 8, of the Illinois Compiled Statutes,
relating to tax incentives for tree planting.
BE IT ENACTED BY THE YMCA YOUTH LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ILLINOIS.
1
2

Section I. Any property owner that plants a minimum of 50 trees per acre shall receive a tax
credit of 0.01% per acre.

3
4
5

Section II. Applications for tax breaks must be filed with the Illinois Department of Natural
Resources. All inspections will be completed once a year by an employee of the Illinois
Department of Natural Resources.

6
7

Section III. This Bill shall go into effect on January 1, 2018 upon the signature of the Youth
Governor of the State of Illinois.
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S-G-16

LOBBYIST POSITION PAPER

Lobbyist Name:

Katie Phillips

Delegation:

Mt. Vernon High School

Aligned with Preliminary Bill #: RIII-20

I encourage the YMCA Youth legislature to pass a bill that increases environmental awareness.
People around the world should be aware of the Green House Effect and increase in emission,
carbon dioxide and poor air quality. Trees take in carbon dioxide and release oxygen, which could
help reduce the Green House Effect. In addition to these benefits, the planting of the trees could
also turn into a money making process for local land owners. Both possibilities are positive for the
environment and land owners.
This bill could benefit you by every 500 trees per one acre you get a 0.01% tax break. Eventually
down the road you will be able to harvest these trees for money. Plants and trees give off ½ of the
carbon dioxide they absorb. You can also earn thousands of dollars just by harvesting trees. In total
this bill will support the environment and the tax payer with clean air and a source of revenue.
Increase in environmental awareness would help our planet survive hundreds of more years, If we
just make our environment more important to society.
I will support all legislation that promotes environmental awareness.
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STATE OF ILLINOIS
Sixty-Eighth Session
Illinois Youth Legislature

Introduced by:

Referred to Committee: Gray 5

Senate Sponsor:

Lindsey Strandberg

House Sponsor:

Laura Trowbridge

Co-Sponsors:

Julia Cox, Allie Weis

Delegation:

Wheaton Warrenville South High School
A BILL

For an Act amending Article 5, Chapter 625 Section 5, of the Illinois Compiled Statutes, relating to
driving under the influence .
BE IT ENACTED BY THE YMCA YOUTH LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ILLINOIS.
1
2

Section I. This bill will require repeat DUI offenders to purchase marked license plates within the
first month of the second offense.

3
4
5
6
7
8

Section II. A DUI is defined in Section 11-501 of the Illinois Compiled Statutes. Any person over 18
that repeats this offense will be subject to an added fine of $150 per vehicle registered under the
offender’s name and will be mandated to replace their existing license plates with new State of
Illinois DUI Offender plates. The plates will be applied to the vehicle or vehicles registered under
the offender’s name. The plates and application of plates will be regulated by the Illinois Secretary
of State’s office.

9
10
11
12
13
14

Section III. The fine that will be added to the DUI punishment will be $150 per vehicle, which will
completely cover the cost of a set of plates. The license plates will be a luminescent orange, and
license plate numbers will remain the same. The offender must return their original plates to the
Secretary of State’s office within a month of receiving the new plates. Additionally, a new license
with a luminescent orange border around the identification photo will be distributed to repeat
offenders upon pickup of the new plates.

15
16
17

Section IV. The remaining revenue raised from the plate purchase will be diverted into a
rehabilitation fund that will be administered to repeat offenders at the discretion of the Illinois
Department of Human Services.
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18
19
20

Section V. Violators of the amendment will have their license suspended for 6 months, and will
reapply for a license at the end of this term. The Illinois Secretary of State’s office will enforce the
punishment.

21
22

Section VI. The State of Illinois DUI Offender plates will be eligible for removal after two (2) years
without a DUI offense from the driver. New plates can be obtained through the DMV.

23
24

Section VII. This Bill shall go into effect on January 1, 2018, upon the signature of the Youth
Governor of the State of Illinois.
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S-G-17
LOBBYIST POSITION PAPER
Lobbyist Name: Will Maher
Delegation: Wheaton Warrenville South High School
Aligned with Preliminary Bill#: RI - 105
I encourage the YMCA Youth Legislature to pass a bill that mandates people who have been
convicted of a DUI twice to have a special sticker on their license plate. The state of Illinois would
be a lot safer for not only the drivers, but all roadway users and pedestrians if people who have
been convicted of a DUI are required to have a special sticker on their license plate. Having a
sticker on the license plate would help law enforcement and the general public to easily distinguish
and keep a closer eye on a convicted DUI driver.
It is crucial for citizens and law enforcement to be able to distinguish these drivers because about
one-third of all drivers arrested or convicted of a DUI are repeat offenders. Meaning, getting
arrested for a DUI, for an alarming high number of offenders, does not stop these drivers from
doing it again. If these stickers are placed on the license plates of these drivers they will be more
easily seen so they can identified and watched out for. 50 to 70 percent of convicted drunk drivers
continue to drive on a suspended license, which means we need to have these individuals identified
because they are hazardous to our communities. With so many convicted drunk drivers still driving
on the roads, with such a high repeat offense rate, we need these individuals to stand out. Drunk
driving is such a dangerous crime as well, for every day in America 27 people die as a result of a
drunk driving crash. This is a scary amount of people and we need to make sure the people
responsible for these horrible crimes are well know so they do not commit them again. Not only will
the sticker help people distinguish these drivers, but it will also make drivers fear having one of
these stickers. It will bring shame to these drivers and their families. It will be very embarrassing
for one of these drivers to drop their kids off at school and all other parents see the sticker. This
will make people think twice about getting behind the wheel while intoxicated.
A friend’s mom was taking her young children to her local park. She saw a suspicious driver sitting
in his car nearby. As she approached closer this man started his car and drove away, hitting a tree
right by them. It turned out the man was intoxicated and he was a repeat DUI offender. Thankfully,
no one was injured, but if the man had a sticker on his license plate, the mother could have been
more aware and made sure her children were a safe distance away. This is an example of a close
call that could have been avoided.
Repeat drunk drivers are very dangerous roads and their users. We need to make sure these drivers
are well known because drunk driving is such a serious offense. After all, a person dies every 53
minutes as a result of a drunk driver as of 2013. Drunk driving is such a terrible crime and it is
even worse that people continue to do it, so we need to make these drivers are distinguished.
Summary: I will support all legislation that promotes making repeat DUI offenders have a sticker on
their license plate after their second offense.

Gray - 97

S-G-17
LOBBYIST POSITION PAPER
Lobbyist Name: Evan Stavig
Delegation:

Wheaton Warrenville South

Aligned with Preliminary Bill #: RI-105
I encourage the YMCA Youth Legislature to pass a bill that mandates that repeat DUI offenders
have a license plate with an easily distinguishable color scheme, different than those of other
Illinois drivers.
The Illinois State Legislature must take a strong stance against the epidemic of deaths and injuries
caused by drunk driving to help prevent more potential accidents. According to the Illinois
Department of Human Services, the current protocol for repeat DUI offenders is to take a
determined number of hours of DUI education classes, dependent on the level of risk, usually
determined by how many DUIs they have had. After these classes, they can regain full or partial
license privileges, however, currently there is no way to determine DUI offenders on the road.
According to Office of the Illinois Secretary of State, in 2013 nearly 40% of the 991 people killed
in vehicle accidents in Illinois were involved in accidents in which alcohol was present. This statistic
is far too high, and could be easily lowered with easy identification of repeat offenders due to the
fact that around one-third of DUI offenders are repeat, according to MADD. The license plates
would provide the police with information to air on the side of caution if they notice suspicious
activity, and this would save lives. It would also allow individual drivers to make their own
determination as to whether they should pull over or move away from a car with a DUI license plate
if they were driving recklessly.
One story that affects this bill is an account from Illinois, where a mother and her three children
were killed in a car accident at the hands of a repeated drunk driver who survived the accident.
With these license plates, this accident and many like it could’ve been avoided, because the mother
could’ve made a judgement call to get off the road when seeing the drunk driver acting suspicious
and knowing their history of DUI’s.
This bill will allow police and drivers to take measures to lower potential alcohol-related accidents,
however it will also deter people from driving drunk in the first place. A license plate is not
something that a driver can hide while driving, so potential offenders may think of this implication,
along with all the others currently in place, before getting behind the wheel under the influence of
alcohol.
Summary: I will support all legislation that is in favor of lowering the number of alcohol related
motor vehicle accidents.
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S-G-18

STATE OF ILLINOIS
Sixty-Eighth Session
Illinois Youth Legislature

Introduced by:

Referred to Committee: Gray 5

Senate Sponsor:

Alec Poehls

House Sponsor:

Maranatha Andrews

Co-Sponsors:

Zach Walter, Haley Mierzejewski

Delegation:

Williamsville

A BILL
For an Act Creating Chapter 220, Section 80, of the Illinois Compiled Statutes, relating to
Internet Availability and Access.
BE IT ENACTED BY THE YMCA YOUTH LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ILLINOIS.
1
2
3

Section I. All businesses that offer free, unrestricted, Wifi to their customers shall receive a
0.25% tax break. All users will use the internet at their own discretion, leaving them to run
the risk of hackers and low security.

4
5

Section II. This Bill shall go into effect January 1, 2018 upon the signature of the Youth
Governor of the State of Illinois.
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LOBBYIST POSITION PAPER

Lobbyist Name:

Peyton Ray

Delegation:

Williamsville High School

Aligned with Preliminary Bill #:

RIII- 10

I encourage the YMCA Youth Legislature to pass a bill that will mandate that all businesses that offer
free wifi to their customers will receive a 0.25% tax break.
In our generation WiFi and internet access is a necessity. Today, people are making more use of the
Internet while on the go and thus, they expect to access the WiFi hotspots while they are on the
move. Many businesses have taken notice to the extreme dependency on Internet access and have
used information, communication, and entertainment as new, valuable commodities to make more
sales by offering free WiFi to customers. Offering fast and free WiFi at businesses can put a
business on the map for individuals who may not notice it otherwise. Likewise, the customers who
are passing by will see the network. This will work as a form of free advertisement on mobile
devices.
It is vital that customer expectations are being met in order to keep business. At this rate
consumers are slowly getting accustomed to free WiFi access and this is creating an expectation
for free WiFi availability. Free WiFi is presently available on private and public transport, libraries,
hotels, city centers, pubs and even churches. The businesses that do not offer free WiFi must
embrace this trend, allowing the customers to remain connected to the online world. Failure to do
so can prove to be quite damaging for business. In addition, the zone can be set up so that a
landing page is seen by everyone who begins to use the free zone. This page can have a calendar of
town events, a listing of local eateries, and a page on things to do in the town. This happened in
Ludlow. In a village of just 800 people, in busy weeks their free Wi-Fi zone is used by more than
1500 individuals. Most of these users are from out of town, meaning that they have stopped in at
one of Ludlow’s restaurants or stores and decided to log on to the zone. They might just want to
check their email, but each of those visitors will see what else the town can offer them as well.
Summary:
I will support all legislation that promotes businesses providing unrestricted wifi a
0.25% tax break.
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LOBBYIST POSITION PAPER

Lobbyist Name:

Hannah Brennan

Delegation:

Williamsville High School

Aligned with Preliminary Bill #:

Rlll-10

I encourage the YMCA Youth Legislature to pass a bill that gives businesses a 0.25% tax break if
businesses provide free unrestricted Wi-Fi.
This bill would allow everyone internet access from all places who provide it. The Wi-Fi provided by
the businesses are to be used at your own risk and could possibly have hackers or glitches. Some
major benefits in wifi include global accessibility, ease of communication, and it could be cost
effective for businesses. If you have Wi-Fi available, you can get things done for jobs or schools on
all kinds of devices. It eases communication because if everyone is easily able to get a hold of each
other work can get done faster and more efficiently. It is cost effective for businesses because WiFi allows them to quickly install the technology anywhere in their facility and build a secure network
that can support all of their employees.
A survey of small businesses with retail places of business said that it increased the amount of
money spent. The survey focused on independent retail stores, including bars, nightclubs,
restaurants, fast food places, coffee shops, clothing boutiques, book shops, and salons. People
tend to stay longer if they can use their tablets and laptops via Wi-Fi. Of the businesses surveyed,
almost 62% said that customers spent more time in their shop or facility once Wi-Fi was
introduced.
Having access to Wi-Fi also allows people to relay important messages to each other such as amber
alerts, weather alerts, or emergency news. Since most of the world has the internet at their
fingertips, we can all benefit from this in different ways.
Summary:
I will support all legislation that promotes all businesses providing unrestricted wifi a
0.25% tax break.
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LOBBYIST POSITION PAPER

Lobbyist Name:

Zoë Horton

Delegation:

Williamsville High School

Aligned with Preliminary Bill #:

RIII - 10

I encourage the YMCA Youth Legislature to pass a bill that mandates businesses offering public
free Wi-Fi will be given a 0.25% tax break.
Not only would this bill give businesses a tax break, but also provide the public with free Wi-Fi. A
tax break means the government is giving a reduction in taxes. This leads to local businesses’
profits growing. The business can grow and also contribute to its community by attracting more
people. These businesses will have an opportunity to make a huge increase in sales and profits due
to this bill.
The general public would also benefit from this bill. Everything people need is now virtual. However,
to access these resources, Wi-Fi is required. GPS, Google, iMessages and many other apps need WiFi. On average every 7 out of 10 adult americans own a smartphone. In today’s society everything
is on a smartphone. People are more likely to go to a restaurant, library, shop, etc. with free Wi-Fi.
Summary:

I will support all legislation that promotes businesses providing unrestricted Wi-Fi a

0.25% tax break.
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6HFWLRQ9,7KLVELOOZLOOJRLQWRHIIHFWDWWKHHQGRIWKLVVFKRRO\HDUYDU\LQJE\ZKDWGD\
HDFKVFKRROHQGV
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LOBBYIST POSITION PAPER

Lobbyist Name: Kyle Madura
Delegation: Amos Alonzo Stagg High School
Aligned with Preliminary Bill #: RII-25
I encourage the YMCA Youth Legislature to pass a bill that eliminates guilt by association from school
code of conduct.
For far too long students have been reprimanded for being associated with someone breaking code of
conduct, specifically during parties, and it is not fair for the innocent to be subjected to punishment
under the argument ad hominem, a logical fallacy that makes the argument weaker by gathering support
from aspects associated with the topic, not directly involved. Philosophy Lander did a study that used
this fallacy to make a case about an issue, and when the fallacy is directly used, such as associating
someone with a criminal, so they are guilty of a crime, the overseers voted that the argument was not
supported well. This fallacy relates to guilt by association due to both being flawed ways to understand
a situation, and both should not be in school code of conduct.
These school rules were intended to make students safe, but instead they create more opposition to a
friendly school environment. A schools can be too much of a watchdog, openly searching for parties
that break code, and finding anyone associated with them. The Washington Herald conducted a survey
among high schoolers, asking if stricter policy about parties has influenced their decision to go to them.
The result was that almost no students, regardless of whether or not they go to parties, were
influenced by the strict rules. The more successful schools have been the ones who are more passive
and helpful about the situation, while still being firm. Schools across the state need to be under that
type of management.
Summary: I will support all legislation that eliminates guilt by association from school code of conduct.
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LOBBYIST POSITION PAPER

Lobbyist Name:

Ricky Rietjens

Delegation:

Amos Alonzo Stagg

Aligned with Preliminary Bill #:

RII-25

I entirely promote the Youth and Government legislature to pass the bill eradicating guilt by association
from all Illinois public schools code of conduct
Guilt by association within the public school system has caused far too many educated, responsible
students to be harshly penalized for simply being healthy social adolescents. Under the current code of
conduct if students go to an out of school social event such as a party they are being reprimanded for
being social and are harshly penalized for others mistakes and poor choices. Schools seem to be hunting
for parties trying to catch anyone involved even when they personally have done nothing wrong. Both
scholarships as well as national honors society merit have been lost due to this abrasive system that
students statewide deserve to see change.
Summary:

I support legislation eliminating guilt by association from all Illinois public schools code

of conduct.
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LOBBYIST POSITION PAPER
Lobbyist Name:

Mike Kazanecki

Delegation:

Amos Alonzo Stagg High School

Aligned with Preliminary Bill #:

RII-26

I encourage the YMCA Youth Legislature to pass a bill that lowers the legal penalty for possession
of marijuana from a felony to a misdemeanor.
Being in possession of marijuana can get you a felony depending on the amount. Bill RII-26
recommends making this a misdemeanor offence because having a felony on your record makes it a
challenge to lead a normal life. Employers are reluctant to give felons jobs, in many fields felons can
not even get interviews. People with felonies can have parole officers, this limits the felons
freedoms, if they are trying to support a family, it will not be easy for that person to get a job.
Felons can also be put under house arrest and given a certain curfew, restraining them from getting
a job with long hours. “James Daniels knows. After spending nearly three years in prison for a drug
crime — possession of marijuana with intent to deliver… today he works for a roofing company”
(archives.jsonline.com). People can still live a relatively normal life, however they can never reach
their full potential.
A felony is for real criminals not someone who made one stupid mistake. “Current penalties are so
tough that many advocates are calling for drug law reform, arguing that current laws crowd prisons
and unfairly target minorities and lower-income individuals” (Denver Criminal defense.com). This
also brings up the point that prisons are already overcrowded, a giving people felonies for small
crimes only makes it worse.
Summary: This bill needs to be implemented because the current policy not only gives people jail
time but the perpetrators suffer even after they’ve been released.
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2
3
4
5
6

6HFWLRQ,7KLVELOOZLOOFUHDWHDUHFRUGRISHRSOHZKREHFRPHHOLJLEOHDQGUHFHLYHEHQHILWV
IURP ZRUNHUVµ FRPSHQVDWLRQ WR VWRS IUDXG  7KH HPSOR\HU ZLOO EH KHOG UHVSRQVLEOH IRU
SXWWLQJWKHHPSOR\HGLQGLYLGXDORQWKHJRYHUQPHQWZRUNPDQµVFRPSHQVDWLRQUHFRUGV7KLV
OLVW LV SXEOLF IRU HPSOR\HUV WR VHH DQG ZLOO FRQWDLQ UHFRUG RI WKH GDWH RQH VWDUWHG
FRPSHQVDWLRQ DQG HQGHG DPRXQW FRPSHQVDWHG QDPH DQG UHDVRQ IRU EHLQJ RQ
FRPSHQVDWLRQ

7
8
9

6HFWLRQ ,, 1RW LQIRUPLQJ WKH JRYHUQPHQW RQ WKHLU HPSOR\HHµV FRPSHQVDWLRQ LV D &ODVV $
0LVGHPHDQRU FRQVLVWLQJ RI RQH \HDU MDLO WLPH  ILQH DQG VXSHUYLVLRQ DIWHU MDLO DQG
ILQHIRUWZR\HDUV

10
11

6HFWLRQ ,,, ,OOLQRLV 'HSDUWPHQW RI /DERU ZLOO EH UHVSRQVLEOH IRU DGPLQLVWHULQJ WKLV ODZ
FROOHFWLQJDQGRUJDQL]LQJWKHGDWDEDVHDQGSURYLGLQJDFFHVVWRHPSOR\HUV

12
13

6HFWLRQ ,9 &ROOHFWHG ILQHV ZLOO EH XVHG WR IXQG WKH DGPLQLVWUDWLYH FRVW RI NHHSLQJ WKH
UHFRUGV

14
15

6HFWLRQ,97KLV%LOOVKDOOJRLQWRHIIHFWRQ -DQXDU\    XSRQWKHVLJQDWXUHRIWKH
<RXWK*RYHUQRURIWKH6WDWHRI,OOLQRLV
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S-G-21

STATE OF ILLINOIS
Sixty-Eighth Session
Illinois Youth Legislature

Introduced by:

Referred to Committee: Gray 6

Senate Sponsor:

Emma Berry

House Sponsor:

Haley Wooton

Co-Sponsors:

Oliver Ellis, Kathryn Holy

Delegation:

Wheaton Warrenville South

A BILL
For an Act Creating Chapter 410, Section 270, Article 1, of the Illinois Compiled Statutes,
relating to smoking in cars with minors.
BE IT ENACTED BY THE YMCA YOUTH LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ILLINOIS.
1
2

Section I. Smoking tobacco is prohibited in a vehicle if a person under 16 is present in the
vehicle.

3

Section II. Smoking is defined as inhaling smoke produced by burning tobacco.

4
5
6

Section III. This law will be enforced by existing police patrolling. This bill will not require
any additional funding. Those found smoking in a vehicle with a child under 16 will be fined
$100 for the first offense. The fine will increase by $50 for each subsequent offense.

7
8

Section IV. This Bill shall go into effect on January 1, 2018 upon the signature of the Youth
Governor of the State of Illinois.
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Lobbyist Name:

Mary Rose Faruggio

Delegation:

Wheaton Warrenville South

Aligned with Preliminary Bill #:

RI-100

I urge the YMCA Youth Legislature to pass a bill that will make the act of smoking in a car while
children under 16 years of age are present illegal.
Many children are put at risk by the numerous health problems resulting from exposure to
secondhand smoke. In a small and confined space with poor air circulation such as the inside of a
motor vehicle, the risks of future disease and illness are greatly amplified. While some may attempt
to argue that it is the right of a parent or guardian to smoke if they so choose, it is the superior
right of the minor to a healthy environment. This measure does not in any way seek to curtail the
rights of legal adults to smoke if they so choose, so long as they are not putting others, who are
not involved in the decision, at risk beyond their choice. In addition, this bill requires no extra
funding or resources. Clearly, as minors, these children often do not have the independent legal,
social, or monetary means to provide themselves with transportation. Despite the fact that many of
these children may have no choice in their exposure to secondhand smoke while traveling in a car,
it is these same children who are forced to suffer the many resulting dangers to their health, not
only immediate, but those which frequently appear in later life. These consequences may even be
fatal.
Every year secondhand smoke causes roughly 7,330 deaths due to lung cancer and 33,950 deaths
due to heart disease. In addition secondhand smoke is a definitive cause of stroke. While there is
no risk free level of secondhand smoke for anyone, children are especially vulnerable. Secondhand
smoke is responsible for as many as 300,000 lower respiratory infections in children and infants
under 18 months of age each year, up to 15,000 hospitalizations, and approximately 430 deaths
resulting from sudden infant death syndrome (SIDS) annually in the United States. Older children
exposed to secondhand smoke become more susceptible to bronchitis, pneumonia, and illness in
general, and their lungs will grow less than those of other children. Children may also fall victim to
severe and frequent asthma attacks, putting their life in danger. Exposure to secondhand smoke is
dangerous and in these cases often involuntary.
Summary:
I will strongly support any measure that will defend the rights of children, who do not
possess the independence to control their environment, to a healthy life. There are no apparent
drawbacks to this measure, but much can be gained.
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Introduced by:

Referred to Committee: Gray 6

Senate Sponsor:

Ashton Henrikson

House Sponsor:

Allison Mool

Co-Sponsors:

Shelby Ziemba, Erica Murray

Delegation:

Williamsville
A BILL

For an Act Creating Chapter 775, Section 55, of the Illinois Compiled Statutes, relating to
Social Media Privacy.
BE IT ENACTED BY THE YMCA YOUTH LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ILLINOIS.
1

Section I. This Act shall be cited as the Social Media Privacy Act.

2
3
4

Section II. Consistent with Article I, Section 12 of the Illinois Constitution, it is the policy of
the State to protect an individual’s privacy from an unwanted photo, video, or other
likeness appearing on social media.

5

Section III. Definitions

6

As used in this act:

7
8

“Social Media” means websites and applications that enable users to create and share
content or to participate in social networking.

9
10
11

Section IV. An individual may file a complaint in the county of his or her residence to enjoin
the use of any photo, video, or other likeness appearing on social media without the
individual’s permission.

12
13
14
15

Further, an individual may recover up to three times the actual damages incurred as a result
of the improper publication of a photo, video, or other likeness without the individual’s
permission when the individual had a reasonable expectation of privacy. An individual is
entitled to $2,500 as a minimum amount of damages.

16
17

Section V. This Bill shall go into effect on July 1, 2017 upon the signature of the Youth
Governor of the State of Illinois.
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LOBBYIST POSITION PAPER

Lobbyist Name:

Annie Fulgenzi

Delegation:

Williamsville

Aligned with Preliminary Bill #:

RIII-08

I encourage the YMCA Youth Legislature to pass a bill regarding the protection of an individual’s
privacy from any unwanted photo, video, or other likeness appearing on social media.
We should have some sort of reprimand for when an offender chooses to share another’s intimate
photos or videos on social media without consent. We need to protect our citizens from this form
of harassment that threatens the well being of many.
One study from MSI International found that 1 in 10 ex-partners have threatened to expose
intimate photos of their ex online. In these instances, the threats were carried out 60 percent of
the time. This is appalling. Another recent study at a private school found that 25% of it’s students
that had possession of another individual’s intimate images had also forwarded such an image to
others. The effect of this distribution can be humiliating and damaging. This form of harassment is
degrading and often is to harm an individual. We need to be able to provide some security through
the legal system for victims and individuals being targeted. This Bill will provide such protection and
security by ensuring a cause of action to sue in a court of law.
Summary:
I will support all legislation that promotes the protection of an individual’s privacy
from any unwanted photo, video, or other likeness appearing on social media.
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Lobbyist Name:

Leah Kluemke

Delegation:

Williamsville

Aligned with Preliminary Bill #:

RIII-08

I encourage the YMCA Youth Legislature to pass a bill that creates a cause of action that enables
an individual to sue if another person uploads a photo, video, or other likeness that invades one’s
expectation of privacy.
In a recent study published in the Archives of Pediatric and Adolescent Medicine, 28% of 948 high
school students in Texas said that they had engaged in “sexting”. Another recent study showed
that 20% of 606 high school students had engaged in sexting. The same study also showed that
25% of students had forwarded such an image to others. These studies show how commonly
private images are taken, sent, and forwarded.
If someone else posts a private picture of another individual without that person’s consent, the
person who posted the photo should be punished. If the person who took the photo wanted others
to see the image, they would have posted it themselves. People shouldn’t be able to share pictures,
videos, or any other media without the consent of that person. Passing this bill would promote
safety and privacy for everyone.
Summary:
The Social Media Privacy Act is a great way to help promote safety, privacy, and
prosperity for everyone.
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Lobbyist Name:

Maddie Sloman

Delegation:

Williamsville

Aligned with Preliminary Bill #: RIII-08

I encourage the YMCA Youth Legislature to pass a bill regarding the protection of an individual’s
privacy from an unwanted photo, video, or other likeness appearing on social media.
There are many cases of unwanted pictures and videos being posted via social media. Some cases
are more extreme than others. These pictures and/or videos could happen during a breakup and/or
as a result of cyberbullying. These images could be embarrassing, could harm the person’s
reputation, and could be very humiliating. The State of Illinois is in need of some type of protection
against this form of harassment.
In a survey conducted by Canada’s Department of Justice, it is shown that in adults from 18 to 54,
1 in 10 exes have threatened to expose inappropriate pictures of the other partner. In 60% of
these cases, this action has been carried out. In another recent study, 606 high school students
from one private school were used to show how many kids in this age group had sent these
inappropriate images and/or videos of themselves. Twenty percent of these students said that they
had sent them and twenty-five percent said they had forwarded said images. The sharing of these
images could ruin someone’s life and reputation. By having an amendment to the laws against the
production, possession and distribution of child pornography, we would be lowering more cases of
child porn and also adults being targeted or attacked.
The Social Media Privacy Act will help protect those who have be humiliated by the posting of these
unwanted pictures.
Summary:

I will support all legislation that protects an individual’s privacy from an unwanted

photo, video, or other likeness appearing on social media.
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Referred to Committee: Gray 6

Introduced by:
Senate Sponsor:

Madeline Keele

House Sponsor:

Isabel Heitmeyer

Co-Sponsors:

Chase Timmons

Delegation:

Mt. Vernon

A BILL
For an Act Amending Chapter 56 1/2 Sec. 4, of the Illinois Compiled Statutes, relating to
Possession of Cannabis.
BE IT ENACTED BY THE YMCA YOUTH LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ILLINOIS.
1
2

Section I. It is unlawful for any person knowingly to possess cannabis. Any person who violates this
section with respect to:

3

(a) not more than 100 grams of any substance

4
5
6
7

containing cannabis is guilty of a civil law violation punishable by a minimum fine of $100 and a
maximum fine of $200. The proceeds of the fine shall be payable to the clerk of the circuit court.
Within 30 days after the deposit of the fine, the clerk shall distribute the proceeds of the fine as
follows:

8

(1) $10 of the fine to the circuit clerk and $10

9
10
11
12
13

of the fine to the law enforcement agency that issued the citation; the proceeds of each
$10 fine distributed to the circuit clerk and each $10 fine distributed to the law
enforcement agency that issued the citation for the violation shall be used to defer the cost
of automatic expungements under paragraph (2.5) of subsection (a) of Section 5.2 of the
Criminal Identification Act;

14

(2) $15 to the county to fund drug addiction services;

Gray - 115

RIII-14

S-G-23

15
16

(3) $10 to the Office of the State's Attorneys Appellate Prosecutor for use in training
programs;

17

(4) $10 to the State's Attorney; and

18
19
20
21
22
23
24

(5) any remainder of the fine to the law enforcement agency that issued the citation for the
violation. With respect to funds designated for the Department of State Police, the moneys
shall be remitted by the circuit court clerk to the Department of State Police within one
month after receipt for deposit into the State Police Operations Assistance Fund. With
respect to funds designated for the Department of Natural Resources, the Department of
Natural Resources shall deposit the moneys into the Conservation Police Operations
Assistance Fund;

25

(b) more than 100 grams but not more than 500 grams

26
27
28

of any substance containing cannabis is guilty of a Class B Misdemeanor punishable by a fine
and up to 1500 hours of community service; provided that if any offense under this subsection
(d) is a subsequent offense, the offender shall be guilty of a Class A Misdemeanor;

29

(c) more than 500 grams but not more than 2,000 grams

30
31

of any substance containing cannabis is guilty of a Class A Misdemeanor punishable by a fine
and up to 1 year in jail;

32

(d) more than 2,000 grams but not more than 5,000

33

grams of any substance containing cannabis is guilty of a Class 4 felony;

34

(e) more than 5,000 grams of any substance containing

35

cannabis is guilty of a Class 3 felony.

36

(Source: P.A. 99-697, eff. 7-29-16.

37
38

Section II. This Bill shall go into effect on January 1, 2018 upon the signature of the Youth
Governor of the State of Illinois.
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Lobbyist Name:

Derek Hill

Delegation:

Mt. Vernon Township High School

Aligned with Preliminary Bill #:

RIII -14

I encourage the YMCA Youth Legislature to pass a bill that reduces the punishment for people
convicted of possession of cannabis.

The punishment for possession of cannabis should be reduced. In the state of Illinois, it is a
misdemeanor to possess 10-30 grams of cannabis. This may result in a year of incarceration. This
is the least amount of time that can be spent in jail for possession in Illinois. This is not reasonable,
because many other states have a shorter time of punishment or cannabis is legal. For instance, in
California, you can possess up to 30 grams of cannabis and not be arrested or fined. This is quite a
difference compared to the state of Illinois.

According to a Vox article, Illinois made 1,669 arrests per 100,000 citizens for possession of
marijuana. The laws should be lowered to a more reasonable penalty. Fines should also be lowered.
In Illinois, people can be fined up to $25,000 if it is a felony. People in the state of Texas are only
fined up to $10,000 if it is a felony. The fines in Illinois are higher than other states and should be
lowered considerably. If these numbers are reduced, then the laws would be more fair.

Reducing the punishment for possession of cannabis would help make our laws more aligned with
other states. By reducing the time spent in jail and the amount of money fined, Illinois’ laws on
possession of cannabis would be more reasonable.

Summary: I will support all legislation that promotes the reduction of punishment for people
convicted of possession of cannabis.
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Lobbyist Position Paper
Lobbyist Name:
Reece Morgan
Delegation:
Mount Vernon Township High School
Aligned with Preliminary Bill#: RIII-14
I encourage hat the YMCA Youth Legislature pass a bill that lowers the penalties on marijuana
possession.
Penalties for marijuana possession should be lowered because marijuana is not a very harmful drug.
Marijuana compared to alcohol, has never shown to be very harmful to the consumer or the people
around him or her. It is no secret that drunk people can sometimes have the tendency to harm
others and cause crime, whereas marijuana usage has never shown to be anywhere close to the
fatalities that the effects of alcohol has caused. The U.S. Department of Health and Human Services
estimated that 25 to 30% of violent crimes were as a result of alcohol consumption. As contrast
the government doesn't even track violent crimes resulting from marijuana usage because marijuana
has never shown to cause such crimes.
Marijuana possession has led to many fatal police encounters. In 2012 an unarmed teenager from
the Bronx Ramarley Graham was killed in a bust trying to flush marijuana down the toilet. The
penalty for possessing more than 10-30 grams of marijuana is a misdemeanor and is punishable by
one year incarceration and a $2,500 fine. According to ACLU, of the 8.2 million marijuana arrests
between 2001 and 2010, 88% were just for possession.
Summary:I will support all legislation that promotes lowering penalties on marijuana possession.
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STATE OF ILLINOIS
Sixty-Eighth Session
Illinois Youth Legislature

Introduced by:

Referred to Committee: Gray 6

Senate Sponsor:

Julia Woelke

House Sponsor:

Ryan Davey

Co-Sponsors:

Dan Sidles

Delegation:

Oswego
A BILL

For an Act Creating Chapter 10, Section 20, Article 6 , of the Illinois Compiled Statutes,
relating to Elections.
BE IT ENACTED BY THE YMCA YOUTH LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ILLINOIS.
1
2
3
4
5

Section I. The state of Illinois will leave the “Agreement among the States to Elect the
President by National Popular Vote,” and cease assigning all electoral votes based on the
statewide popular vote. The state will now follow a split electoral system in United States
presidential elections in order to show more accurate representation for the citizens of the
state of Illinois.

6
7
8
9

Section II. The state shall conduct a statewide popular election for President and Vice
President of the United States on the date set by law. Two electoral votes will be cast
based on statewide popular vote. Each remaining electoral vote will be cast based on the
popular vote of each Congressional district’s popular vote that it represents.

10
11
12

Section III. Electors are required by Illinois State Law to cast their vote consistent with the
popular vote. A “faithless elector” will be required to resign and pay a civil penalty of
$1,000. Money collected from this fine will go to the general fund of the State Treasury.

13
14
15
16
17

Section IV. Upon the completion of the United States census every ten years, if federal
reapportionment takes place in Illinois, the majority and minority leaders and whips of the
state legislature must agree on an independent company to redraw districts according to
national law. Following the redistricting, the majority and minority leader and whips must
agree on the new district boundaries for it to be approved and finalized.

18
19

Section V. This Bill shall go into effect on January 1, 2019 upon the signature of the Youth
Governor of the State of Illinois.
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Lobbyist Name:

Michael Zessin

Delegation:

Wheaton Warrenville South

Aligned with Preliminary Bill #:

RI-102

I encourage the YMCA Youth Legislature to pass a bill mandating that a 20 cent fee for distributing
non-biodegradable single-use plastic bags be put in place.
A fee on plastic bags is essential to keeping the ecosystem of Illinois healthy and thriving.
Companies will be less likely to use these harmful bags and will most likely choose to switch to
either paper or reusable bags. The fee will also not be crippling to the companies affected. The fee
will only be levied on large chain companies that will not be in danger of bankruptcy do to loss of
business because of the fine. The companies themselves will actually be helped, as 60 percent of
the revenue generated will be given back to retailers and grocers who are affected by the fee.
Plastic bags are very harmful to the environment. Not only do they harm the ecosystems of the
land, they are devastating to aquatic ecosystems. According to David Barnes, a marine scientist
with the British Antarctic Survey who specialises in the impact of marine debris, plastic bags in the
ocean choke, strangle and starve wildlife. The same happens in Lake Michigan as in the ocean. As
long as plastic bags are so abundant and unopposed Lake Michigan is slowly being poisoned. There
is also evidence to show the effectiveness of plastic bag levies. A five pence fee took into effect in
England on October 5 2015. By December of that year, Tesco, a major british retailer, reported an
almost 80 percent drop in usage of plastic bags. This same kind of measure can work in the State
of Illinois, helping the environment and lessening the state’s impact on the Earth.

Summary:

I will support legislation that promotes a fee on plastic bags for environmental

conservation purposes.
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STATE OF ILLINOIS
Sixty-Eighth Session
Illinois Youth Legislature

Introduced by:

Referred to Committee: Gray 7

Senate Sponsor:

Nikita Joshi

House Sponsor:

Curtis Circelli

Co-Sponsors:

Julia Martz, Gracie Martin

Delegation:

Wheaton Warrenville South

A BILL
For an Act creating Chapter 415, of the Illinois Compiled Statutes, relating to decreasing
statewide plastic bag usage.
BE IT ENACTED BY THE YMCA YOUTH LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ILLINOIS.
1
2

Section I. This bill would impose a minimum fee of twenty cents for plastic bag distribution
to patrons at certain retailers and grocers over the length of three years.

3
4

Section II. In the first year Target and Walmart will be the starting retailers to charge
twenty cents to patrons for non-biodegradable single-use plastic bags.

5
6

Section III. In the second year Ultra Foods and Jewel will be the next grocers to charge
twenty cents to patrons for non-biodegradable single-use plastic bags.

7
8

Section IV. In the third year Walgreens and CVS Pharmacy will the final stores to charge
twenty cents to patrons for non-biodegradable single-use plastic bags.

9
10

Section V. Sixty percent of proceedings from charged plastic bags will go back to the store
from where the bag was distributed.

11
12

Section VI. The remaining forty percent of proceedings from charged plastic bags will be
granted to the Alliance for the Great Lakes.

13
14

Section VII. This act shall be enforced by the International Revenue Service in the form of
receiving documentation by both store and Alliance for the Great Lakes. If failure of
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Lobbyist Name:

Ethan Kopp

Delegation:

Wheaton Warrenville South High School

Aligned with Preliminary Bill #: RI - 102

I encourage the YMCA Youth Legislature to pass a bill that mandates a minimum fee of 20 cents
when distributing plastic bags at select retailers to patrons over the course of four years.
Plastic bags are an immense threat to a global environment and while one state’s pollution may
seem small it still largely impacts the local environment. More specifically the Chicago Tribune
reports that tiny fibers of plastic are being found in mass amounts in Lake Michigan. These fibers
created largely in part due to plastic bags can carry dangerous bacteria as well as spread toxins.
Plastic bags are a large environmental concern; according to Rutgers plastic bags account for the
loss of a billion animals each year. Animals all around the world have fallen dead to the decision of
taking a plastic bag over paper or reusable. These bags not only affect wildlife but also humans as
well with Rutgers discussing a monsoon in 2005 that affected Mumbai, India. This monsoon
flooded the city resulting in at least one thousand deaths, after the storm the city officials blamed
the flooding on plastic bags which clogged gutters and drains leaving no exit for the water. Plastic
bags not only kill numerous animals around the world each year but also affect humans as well. The
problem must be stopped as soon as possible.
While the fee on the bags would certainly help the environment that plastic bags adversely affect,
the fee would also create a new revenue stream. According to Rutgers the average grocery market
shopper uses around fifteen bags. With a twenty cent tax on the bags a new revenue flow would be
created; as sixty percent of the revenue gathered would return to the stores where the tax was
implemented. The other forty percent would be delivered to the Alliance for the Great Lakes. Not
only would the tax be a revenue stream but also a deterrent for the consumer to utilize plastic
bags. Both the revenue stream from the tax and the deterrent it creates will both help the
environment and people in the state of Illinois.
Summary:

I will support all legislation that promotes a fee for the use of plastic bags to

promote a healthy environment.
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15
16

documentation occurs by a single party, said party forfeits their share of the proceedings
from sold plastic bags.

17
18
19
20

Section VIII. Stores are required to send receipts of stocked single-use plastic bags to the
International Revenue Service along with documentation of sold plastic bags at the start of
each month. Twenty-four hours of delay is allowed for retailers and grocers to send in
documentation to the International Revenue Service and Alliance for the Great Lakes.

21
22
23

Section IX. In order to receive shares of proceedings from sold plastic bags, Alliance for the
Great Lakes must send in documentation of sold plastic bags sent by previously stated
retailers and grocers.

24
25

Section X. This Bill shall go into effect on July 1st, 2018 upon the signature of the Youth
Governor of the State of Illinois.
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Introduced by:

Referred to Committee: Gray 7

Senate Sponsor:

Zeke Kern

House Sponsor:

Eli Reevis

Co-Sponsors:

Tommy Sagins, Jeffery Miller

Delegation:

Williamsville
A BILL

For an Act Creating Chapter 625, Section 70, of the Illinois Compiled Statutes, relating to
trailer safety hatches.
BE IT ENACTED BY THE YMCA YOUTH LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ILLINOIS.
1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8

Section I. This bill mandates that all tractor trailers and trailers that are encompassed with
a roof and side panels have a one-way safety hatch. The hatch will only open from the
inside out in case of emergency. It shall be on the side of the trailer. The minimum
dimensions of the hatch shall be 3 feet by 3 feet so that a large adult can escape. There will
be a safety light within the trailer located on the door so a person will be able to find it in
the dark. Only trailers registered in the state of Illinois will be required to have such
hatches. The companies will have one year to have the hatch built into the trailer of all
trailers registered in their fleet.

9
10
11
12
13
14

Section II. If the company that is using the trailer for the shipment of goods across the
state of Illinois fails to adhere to the law, they will face a $500 fine and have six months to
implement the hatch into the trailer. The second offense will be a $1,000 fine and a 30-day
suspension of the trailer. All offenses occurring after the second will result in a $5,000 fine
and a 90-day suspension of the trailer for shipment. This law will be enforced at all weigh
stations by State Police and Secretary of State Police.

15
16
17
18
19
20

Section III. The company itself will be required to construct the hatch. The trucking
companies will receive a tax credit for each road-worthy trailer for the amount not
exceeding $500 per safety hatch. The tax credit will be offset by increasing the diesel tax
by 2.5% per gallon of diesel fuel. The cost of the hatch is approximately $325.00 and the
cost of labor is around $30 to $34 per hour and is approximately a two hour job. The tax
collected will offset the cost of the tax credit for the installation and cost of labor.

21
22

Section IV. This Bill shall go into effect on June 1, 2017 upon the signature of the Youth
Governor of the State of Illinois.
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Lobbyist Name:

Anna McBride

Delegation:

Williamsville

Aligned with Preliminary Bill #: RIII-09

I encourage the YMCA Youth Legislature to pass a bill that mandates that all tractor trailers that
are encompassed with a roof and side panels have a one-way safety hatch.
States should be mandated to insert safety hatches in all tractor trailers to insure the safety of
drivers and passengers. Commercial trucks can weigh has much as 80,000 lbs. The weight of these
vehicles makes it very difficult to make quick movements and maneuver well. The size also makes it
almost impossible to come to a sudden stop. All of these components make driving tractor trailers
very dangerous.
There are about 253 million vehicles on the road today. Out of that 253 million, 15.3 million of
those are tractor trailers. In 2006 the transportation industry logged that tractor trailers drove
approximately 432.9 billion miles. This was an increase from the logged 130.5 billion miles in
2005. Also, according to the National Highway Traffic Safety Administration, nearly 450,000
accidents involving large trucks occur every year in the U.S. At least 5,000 motorists die every year
as a result of an accident involving a semi and approximately 140,000 people are seriously injured
in large truck accidents each year. Of those killed, 74 percent are occupants of a passenger car,
while only 16 percent are occupants of the truck.
Inserting these safety hatches will just take another step to ensure the safety of tractor trailer
drivers and passengers.
Summary: I will support legislation that mandates that safety hatches be put in all tractor trailers.
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Lobbyist Name:

Ellie Pensabene

Delegation:

Williamsville

Aligned with Preliminary Bill #:

RIII-09

I encourage the YMCA Youth Legislature to pass a bill that mandates that all tractor trailers and
any trailer that is enclosed to have a one-way safety hatch going out of the trailer.
All tractor trailers or enclosed trailers should be mandated to have a safety hatch to prevent semitruck drivers or illegal immigrants from being trapped inside the trailer. There are many stories of
people dying from this type of incident. For example, in Lubbock Avalanche Journal dated May 15,
2015, seventeen illegal immigrants were found dead after being trapped inside a trailer. They were
said to be so desperate for air that they attempted to claw through the insulation on the back
door. A safety hatch in this incidence could also be used for ventilation purposes.
Without safety hatches, tractor trailers are causing many liability cases. Recently in June 2015, a
semi truck caught on fire after a low-speed frontal collision trapping and killing the driver inside.
There were three eye-witnesses that watched the driver, trapped and conscious, burn to death
because the trailer did not a have crucial escape hatch.
National Truckers Association reported that a driver was trapped in his semi when he drove into a
creek. The semi went off the interstate and through a wire fence plunging into a creek trapping the
driver. At an unknown time, the driver was dead. An escape hatch could have possibly saved this
man’s life as well.
Summary: I will support all legislation that promotes one-way safety hatches in all tractor trailers
and enclosed trailers.
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Introduced by:

Referred to Committee: Gray 7

Senate Sponsor:

Alex Metrou

House Sponsor:

Aleyna Osmani

Co-Sponsors:

Tahany Harb, Isabella DeCeault

Delegation:

Oswego
A BILL

For an Act creating Chapter 105 Section 5 Article 14D, of the Illinois Compiled Statutes,
relating to School Code and Foreign Language requirements.
BE IT ENACTED BY THE YMCA YOUTH LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ILLINOIS.
1
2
3
4
5

Section I. This bill requires all Illinois students from Kindergarten through twelfth grade to
learn, with the goal of fluency, one foreign language. The languages offered will be Spanish
and at least one of the following: Mandarin, French, German, or American Sign Language.
Instruction will take place in all thirteen levels of public education for all languages offered.
Local school districts will be allowed discretion in how to staff and structure curriculum.

6
7
8
9

Section II. This foreign language requirement will be phased in beginning with the 20192020 academic school year at the Kindergarten level. Every year thereafter, the next stage
of the program will be added to the next grade level. Full implementation of the program
will be in effect for all 13 grades by the 2032-2033 academic school year.

10
11
12

Section III. A portion of Illinois State lottery earnings will be used to set up a scholarship
fund to help students already enrolled in a teacher education program to become endorsed
in one of the five languages mentioned above.

13
14
15
16

Section IV. The Illinois Department of Education in cooperation with the Illinois State Board
of Education will be responsible for enforcement of this new and vigorous program. Local
school districts will be responsible for the cost of hiring qualified teachers and all curricular
materials.

17
18

Section V. This Bill shall go into effect on August 1, 2019 upon the signature of the Youth
Governor of the State of Illinois.
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STATE OF ILLINOIS
Sixty-Eighth Session
Illinois Youth Legislature
Introduced by:

Referred to Committee: Gray 3

Senate Sponsor: Jimin Lee
House Sponsor: Nabila Sayeedi
Co-Sponsors: Ashwin Dandapani, Ndallah Njongmeta
Delegation: Adlai E. Stevenson High School

A BILL
For an Act amending Chapter 415, Section 21 of the Illinois Compiled Statutes, relating to
incentives for driving alternative fueled cars.
BE IT ENACTED BY THE YMCA YOUTH LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ILLINOIS.
1
2
3

Section I. This bill will create low carbon transportation programs in an effort to lessen
Illinois’s carbon imprint.

4
5
6

Section II. Initial funding will come from 20% of state tax on premium grade gasoline to regular
grade gas. This funding will be reassessed after one effective year to discuss the efficiency of
the funds being used.

7
8
9

Section III. Taxes for funding will change in accordance to influx of state taxes. Funding will also
come from 2% of excise taxes on alcohol and tobacco products. This money will create the
Alternative Fuel Rebate Program.

10
11
12
13
14

Section IV. The Alternative Fuel Rebate program will allow applicants to apply for a rebate on
alternative fuel vehicle. Alternative fuel vehicles will be defined as any vehicle that is capable
of using liquid petroleum gas, natural gas, E85 blend fuel, fuel composed of a minimum 80%
ethanol, 80% bio-based methanol, fuels that are at least 80% derived from biomass, hydrogen
fuel, or electricity, excluding on-board electric generation.

15
16

Section V. This Bill shall go into effect on January 1, 2018 upon the signature of the Youth
Governor of the State of Illinois.

Gray - 129

*5$<6(1$7(
5(&25'2)$&7,2121/(*,6/$7,9(%,//6
%,//
180%(5

&200,77((
$&7,21

+286(
$&7,21

6(1$7(
$&7,21

6*
6*
6*
6*
6*
6*
6*
6*
6*
6*
6*
6*
6*
6*
6*
6*
6*
6*
6*
6*
6*
6*
6*
6*
6*
6*
+*
6*

Gray - 130

*29(5125 6
$&7,21

&200(176

,//,12,6<0&$<287+$1'*29(510(17
635,1*),(/'$66(0%/<

/(*,6/$7,9($66,67$17
67$7(,668(6)2580

*5$<)2580

Gray - 131

,//,12,6<0&$<287+$1'*29(510(17
635,1*),(/'$66(0%/<

*5$</$)2580
1DPH

'HOHJDWLRQ

)RUXP7RSLF

*UDF\Q

$OOHQ

+HULWDJH+LJK6FKRRO

+RPH6FKRROLQJ

7KHR

%DQDV]HZVNL

:KHDWRQ:DUUHQYLOOH6RXWK

3RYHUW\/DZV

$QQLND

%DUURQ

:KHDWRQ:DUUHQYLOOH6RXWK

5HFLGLYLVP5DWHV

(PPD

%HQGHUVN\

0W9HUQRQ7RZQVKLS+LJK

6WDQG7HVWLQJ

0LD

&LQTXLQL

:LOOLDP+7DIW+LJK6FKRRO

3RYHUW\/DZV

'DPRQ

&RDG\

:LOOLDPVYLOOH+LJK6FKRRO

$OW6FKHGXOH

6DP

&R[

:KHDWRQ:DUUHQYLOOH6RXWK

(QHUJ\

&KDSHO

'DYLV

0W9HUQRQ7RZQVKLS+LJK

$OW6FKHGXOH

)LRQD

(O\

+HULWDJH+LJK6FKRRO

5HFLGLYLVP5DWHV

%UHQGDQ

(VWHV

0W9HUQRQ7RZQVKLS+LJK

3ROLFH5HODWLRQV

(YDQ

)RUWQHU

:LOOLDPVYLOOH+LJK6FKRRO

1DWXUDO5HVRXUFHV

9DO

*DUFLD

2VZHJR+LJK6FKRRO

3ROLFH5HODWLRQV

0DQG\

*ORZ

6WDJJ+LJK6FKRRO

$OW6FKHGXOH

(OL

*XQWHU

6HVVHU9DOLHU+LJK6FKRRO

/RZHU67'67,5DWHV

2OLYLD

+HLQ]PDQ

0W9HUQRQ7RZQVKLS+LJK

$OW6FKHGXOH

$OH[LV

+HQULNVRQ

:LOOLDPVYLOOH+LJK6FKRRO

*RYHUQPHQW

%D\OHH

+ROORZD\

0W9HUQRQ7RZQVKLS+LJK

$OW6FKHGXOH

$OLFMD

-DZRUVND

6WDJJ+LJK6FKRRO

6XEVWDQFH$EXVH

0DGLVRQ

.DUU

6WDJJ+LJK6FKRRO

$OW6FKHGXOH

6WHYLH

.RRQW]

0W9HUQRQ7RZQVKLS+LJK

6WDQG7HVWLQJ

1LF

.RSDQLV

6WDJJ+LJK6FKRRO

$OW6FKHGXOH

-XOLDQ

.XURZVNL

:KHDWRQ:DUUHQYLOOH6RXWK

(QHUJ\

*RGD

.XUSDOLV

:LOOLDP+7DIW+LJK6FKRRO

$OW6FKHGXOH

-DVP\Q

0DKQHH

:LOOLDPVYLOOH+LJK6FKRRO

6WDQG7HVWLQJ

1LNNL

0DUVK

6WDJJ+LJK6FKRRO

$OW6FKHGXOH

0DULD

0DUWLQ

:LOOLDPVYLOOH+LJK6FKRRO

3ROLFH5HODWLRQV

'HUU\XV

0FQXOW\

:HQGHOO3KLOOLSV$FDGHP\

6WDWH%XGJHW

0DQ\X

0RJDOODSDOOL

1HXTXD9DOOH\+LJK6FKRRO

3RYHUW\/DZV

(OL]DEHWK

0RUDOHV

:LOOLDP+7DIW+LJK6FKRRO

$OW6FKHGXOH

6DP

0RUURZ

:KHDWRQ:DUUHQYLOOH6RXWK

$OW6FKHGXOH

'RQQD

0XOFKURQH

6WDJJ+LJK6FKRRO

6XEVWDQFH$EXVH

)D\KD

1D]HHU

1HXTXD9DOOH\+LJK6FKRRO

6XEVWDQFH$EXVH

(PPD

1LJUHOOL

:KHDWRQ:DUUHQYLOOH6RXWK

+RPH6FKRROLQJ

6FRWW

2 &RQQHU

:LOOLDPVYLOOH+LJK6FKRRO

6WDWH%XGJHW

1HHO

3DL

1HXTXD9DOOH\+LJK6FKRRO

/RZHU67'67,5DWHV

2OLYLD

3HQQHOO

:LOOLDPVYLOOH+LJK6FKRRO

6WDQG7HVWLQJ

Gray - 132

1DPH

'HOHJDWLRQ

)RUXP7RSLF

-XOLVD

5LYHUD

:LOOLDP+7DIW+LJK6FKRRO

$OW6FKHGXOH

/LEE\

6FKPLGW

0W9HUQRQ7RZQVKLS+LJK

$OW6FKHGXOH

.LQGHOOH

6FKPXOEDFK

:LOOLDPVYLOOH+LJK6FKRRO

5HFLGLYLVP5DWHV

*DEE\

6NXSLHQ

6WDJJ+LJK6FKRRO

6XEVWDQFH$EXVH

'DQLHO

6RQJ

0W9HUQRQ7RZQVKLS+LJK

6WDQG7HVWLQJ

6DYDQQDK

6WDSOHV

6HVVHU9DOLHU+LJK6FKRRO

6XEVWDQFH$EXVH

0HJDQ

7KRPDVRQ

6WDJJ+LJK6FKRRO

$OW6FKHGXOH

*DEH

7LVGDOH

0W9HUQRQ7RZQVKLS+LJK

1DWXUDO5HVRXUFHV

0DJJLH

7XUQHU

0W9HUQRQ7RZQVKLS+LJK

$OW6FKHGXOH

-HVVLH

:RMFLHFKRZVNL

6WDJJ+LJK6FKRRO

$OW6FKHGXOH

%UDG\

<RXQJ

0W9HUQRQ7RZQVKLS+LJK

3ROLFH5HODWLRQV

)DULV

=L\DG

6WDJJ+LJK6FKRRO

6PDUW7HFK

Gray - 133

Illinois YMCA Youth and Government
State Affairs Forum Proposal

2016-2017

Proposal Author(s): Gracyn Allen
Delegation:

Heritage High School

Proposal Topic:Illinois needs to enact a law for homeschooling that will give homeschool students and
public school students an equal opportunity of education.
Position Statement: Although many homeschooled students are learning the correct curriculum, Illinois
needs to enact a law to ensure that all students in the state of Illinois are receiving an equal amount
and quality of education. Right now, Illinois does not have any rules that regulate homeschooling and
that needs to change.
Proposal:
1. About 450 thousand students are homeschooled today in the state of Illinois. We need to
make sure that each of these students are getting an equal opportunity and not falling
behind. We can do this by regulating what work the homeschooled students are doing.
2. Right now, homeschooled students in Illinois do not have a set number of hours that they
have to do school work.
3. The state should implement a way for families to log the amount of hours that they are
learning each day if they are homeschooled to ensure that the students are putting in the
work that they need to to meet their learning standards.
4. Statistics show that 63% of the homeschooled students in Illinois are not at the same level
as other people their age who are in public schools.
5. Illinois needs to regulate what is being taught to students that are homeschooled. I know
many people are receiving the correct education, but this is not the case for everyone. All
homeschooled students should be required to take standardized testing to make sure that
they are at the level that they need to be.
Expected Results:
Illinois would see higher test scores across the state and would also see more educated people
going into the workforce. This would also allow people who return to school after being
homeschooled to be at the same level as the students around them. Less students in Illinois would
be falling under the standards that they need to meet for their age.
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Illinois YMCA Youth and Government
State Affairs Forum Proposal

2016-2017

Proposal Author(s): Theo Banaszewski
Delegation:

Wheaton Warrenville South High School

Proposal Topic:Decreasing homelessness and poverty in Illinois
Position Statement:

We must remove regulations, lower taxes, and welfare restrictions on

businesses and employment to decrease homelessness and poverty.

Proposal:
1. The minimum wage is too high to maintain stables jobs across Illinois. We must lower the wage to
the national minimum of $7.25/hour. Employment opportunities will arise as businesses won’t have
to pay less-skilled works as much.
2. The welfare system of illinois is very flawed and doesn’t help the needy as it should. Strengthening
welfare work requirements, removing exemptions, and narrowing the definition of work will reward
work and lift people out of poverty.
3. Lowering taxes on businesses, both corporations and small businesses, allows more money to
invest in new employees and encourages more businesses to come to Illinois. Key taxes- Business
district, business/corporate income tax
4. Increase charter schools especially in the Chicagoland region. Charter schools have proven to help
heavily minority communities. Our diverse communities that struggle with education will be helped
out by the introduction of charter schools.
5. Encourage entrepreneurship among students and the young generation. Opening up zoning
restrictions on businesses in local towns across Illinois make starting a small business easy. Which
creates jobs and decreases poverty.

Expected Results:
Prices will decrease and employment will rise as small businesses thrive and corporations
comeback. Taxable income will rise as people make more money. Welfare costs will decrease for the
state and people won’t be afraid of working and losing their benefits from welfare.
What lowering the minimum wage does
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Illinois YMCA Youth and Government
State Affairs Forum Proposal

2016-2017

Proposal Author(s): Annika Barron
Delegation: Wheaton Warrenville South High School
Proposal Topic: Laws should be enacted to reduce recidivism rates for prisoners in Illinois.

Position Statement: To inform the people of Illinois about the issue of recidivism rates in Illinois. People
who have served time in prison are not being provided with enough opportunities to restart their lives
during their time in prison and after they have been released. Because of this, these people are reverting
back to committing crimes and end up returning to jail. The Illinois Government should take action in
order to reduce recidivism in the state.

Proposal:
1. Correctional systems within prisons should be improved by creating classes that will provide
more job training and educational opportunities for convicted persons. This would create a
stronger set of foundational skills for convicts once they are released.
2. Transitional housing and assistance in a search for a job and a home should be provided for
inmates when they are initially released from prison as they are beginning to rebuild their
lives. These would be felons who may not have a home or a job to return to when they have
completed their sentence.
3. The Illinois government should give tax incentives, such as a tax credit of $500 after having
a convicted person employed for 50 hours, in order to promote companies who employ
people convicted of a felony.
4. The government should also work to reduce substance abuse within the state, as the drug
issue is directly related to the issues of crime, imprisonment, and recidivism. This should
include, but is not limited to, the creation of more drug courts and providing relapse
prevention therapy as a part of corrections.
5. Money to fund these actions will come from the money saved due to the reduced rates of
recidivism. There is a high cost to keeping an inmate in prison, so this money could be put
into reducing recidivism when convicts are prevented from returning to prison. Any
additional costs could be paid for with tax money.

Expected Results:
People who have been to prison will have more opportunities to help rebuild their lives after they
are released from jail. People will now be able to provide for themselves and others under their
protection without committing further crimes to do so. Released prisoners will be better able to
become law-abiding and productive citizens within society. As a result, these people will escape the
cycle of returning to prison, therefore lowering the recidivism rates within the state of Illinois.
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Illinois YMCA Youth and Government
State Affairs Forum Proposal

2016-2017

Proposal Author: Emma Bendersky
Delegation: Mount Vernon
Proposal Topic: Using standardized tests to evaluate and improve schools.
Proposal Statement: Standardized tests are currently used to evaluate schools and students. The
current testing methods are not accurately representing the schools or the students and need some
improvements.
Proposal:
1. Standardized tests don’t value diversity and treat every student as if they were identical.
These tests don’t allow kids to think creatively.
2. Standardized tests should be used to show improvement from year to year.
3. There are many factors that can affect student performance on a standardized test. The
results should be used as only part of the student evaluation process. For example, a good
student could do poorly under stress.
4. Placing too much importance on standardized tests could hinder the growth of students in
other areas not on the test. For example, schools may not put as much emphasis on areas
like art and music.
5. Schools should not be solely defined by the scores of their standardized tests. The
demographic diversity of students plays a large role in how the school performs as a whole.
Looking at improvement from year to year would be a better way to use the results in
evaluating the school as well as the students.
Expected Results: There will be less emphasis on standardized tests and standardized tests won’t
be the only method to evaluate students and schools. States could evaluate their schools by looking
at graduation rates, college acceptance rates, and following up on the students after high school.
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Illinois YMCA Youth and Government
State Affairs Forum Proposal

Proposal Author(s):

2016-2017

Mia Cinquini

Delegation: Taft High School
Proposal Topic: What, if any, laws should be enacted to decrease poverty and homelessness in
Illinois?
Position Statement: The American Recovery and Reinvestment Act should be enacted to help the
poor while also getting them into the workforce again in Illinois. Along with giving them benefits,
this law should be made to support the poverty driven and homeless people.
Proposal:
1. The American Recovery and Reinvestment Act will help the poor, especially the youth, get into
the workforce by offering job training. This will help with more job opportunities.
2. The Act will also increase benefits for the Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program (SNAP).
Benefits will help homeless people get back on their feet again so they can find a job.
3. The Act also helps families save money by increasing funds in the Weatherization Assistance
Program. This helps people save money on their energy bills, giving them more opportunities to
save up and apply for an job.
4. The American Recovery Reinvestment Act helps people in poverty keep their homes. If they can
keep their homes, it will decrease homelessness and allow people to feel a sense of pride, and a
step up in finding a job.
5. The Act will also raise payment for benefits such as payment in unemployment and social
security, helping poverty driven people get the resources they need to get back on their feet and go
into the workforce.
Expected Results:
If the American Recovery and Reinvestment Act is passed in Illinois, benefits will go up, giving
homeless and poverty driven people more opportunities to find a job by paying for necessities.
Along with giving them help for buying the resources they need such as food, water, shelter, etc.
the act will help them save more money by decreasing energy bills. They will also help people and
give support for getting back into the workforce by supplying programs, especially for the youth. If
the youth start now, by the time they apply for a job, they will have the knowledge and experience
of the workforce.
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Illinois YMCA Youth and Government
State Affairs Forum Proposal

2016-2017

Proposal Author(s): Damon Coady
Delegation: Williamsville
Proposal Topic: Later start times for Middle School and High School students.
Position Statement: In order for high school and middle school students to get the proper amount
of sleep, school should start later for better results in the student's academics.

Proposal:
1. The proposed school hours would be 9:00 a.m. - 3:50 p.m. The later start times will help with the
rate of kids being tired, or sleepy during school. It is proven that when schools that start earlier
than 8:30 a.m., more than 60% of the students to get less that 8 hours of sleep. Students that get
less than 8 hours of sleep are more prone to depression and their grades suffer from not getting
enough sleep.
2. The later start times for teens would be in response to puberty, which temporarily changes your
sleep patterns, making it harder for teens to fall asleep early, and harder for them to get up in the
morning.
3. Surveys show that 50% preferred a start time of 9:00 a.m., and 75% of students said that the ideal
time for school to start would be 8:30 a.m. or later.
4. Studies show that later start times can have a positive effect on your GPA in a core course, proven
throughout multiple districts. The more sleep a student gets, the more a student will be prepared
and mentally ready to participate and be active in school.
Expected Results:
This change in start time should increase the GPA’s of the students. An increase in the amount of
students that get 8 or more hours of sleep would decrease the negative side effects of not getting
enough sleep. There will be more conflicts with sports, organized events and jobs, which would lead
to more afternoon class time being missed to get to games and other organized events, however.
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Illinois YMCA Youth and Government
State Affairs Forum Proposal

2016-2017

Proposal Author(s): Samuel Cox
Delegation: Wheaton Warrenville South
Proposal Topic: Illinois should provide financial support to owners of fuel efficient cars
Position Statement: In order to promote the use of Hybrids, Electric cars, Alternative Fuel Vehicles
and plug in Hybrid cars, Illinois must provide tax incentives for the owners of said vehicles.

Proposal:
1. Illinois will provide a tax incentive of up to $2000 dollars to owners of all Hybrid, Electric, Plug in
Hybrid and Alternative Fuel Vehicles that are registered within the state.
2. Illinois will raise the fuel tax on gasoline from 19 cents per gallon to 25 cents per gallon, Illinois
will also raise the fuel tax on diesel from 21.5 cents per gallon to 27 cents per gallon.
3. Illinois will exempt owners of fuel efficient cars from paying on toll roads
Expected Results:
More car owners will eventually switch to fuel efficient cars due to the tax incentive. The increase
in fuel efficient cars replacing older non-fuel efficient cars will result in a better effect on the
environment

w.ncsl.org/research/energy/state-incentives-for-hybrid-vehicles.aspx>.
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Illinois YMCA Youth and Government
State Affairs Forum Proposal

Proposal Author:

2016-2017

Chapel Davis

Delegation:
Mount Vernon
Proposal Topic: Alternative school schedules would be more effective for school personnel,
students and families.
Position Statement: Late start times are beneficial for student health and improving
academic performance. Start times earlier than 8:30 am do not allow for sufficient sleep for
teens resulting in poor school performance. Early start times can also add to the stress for
teachers, coaches, other extra curricular leaders and student families. Starting school after
8:30 am would reduce these problems.
Proposal:
1. The late start days will help with families who have trouble getting their children to school
in the mornings. They will be able to have time to drop their children off and not have a
struggle getting their kids to the school. They would not have to wait around for their child to
be picked up by the bus. They also will feel more secure by knowing their kids made it to
school safely and not worrying if the bus or friend they are riding with made it to school.
2. The amount of homework given to students causes them to work for long periods of times
and making them get to bed later. Students also are getting to sleep later and waking up
earlier than usual. This causes major sleep deprivation and can cause stress and even
depression.
3. Later start days would also give school administrators more time to plan lessons and
discuss issues with the rest of school staff members. This can clean up flaws the school may
have with traffic in the hallways, student conflict, the current curriculum being taught, etc.
4. Late start days can also reduce the amount of after school care. Since the school day is
going later into the day, students whose guardians work until evening hours will be able to
pick up their child.
5. After school activities will benefit from this do to less travel to and from school do to
students being there later and not having to schedule them in the evenings. Volunteer sport
coaches will be able to finish their jobs and make it to practices and not have to rush. Also,
safe transportation will be in order. Athletes will not have to be bused to and from school for
practices since practices will be moved back since school will be later. This will also effect
traffic because the students will be in school while everyone is driving home.
Expected Results:
Students will improve in academic performance and have better health. Teachers and staff
will be able to have a more productive day at school. Coaches and after school activities will
have more time to meet and practice, while getting there safely. All the mentioned items will
help reduce family stress levels. By having later starts to school days, schools will improve in
overall performances.
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Illinois YMCA Youth and Government
State Affairs Forum Proposal

2016-2017

Proposal Author: Fiona Ely
Delegation:

Heritage High School

Proposal Topic:How Illinois can implement programs to reduce recidivism rates.
Position Statement: To improve the state’s current re-entry rate of prisons and jails. The state and
taxpayers are paying far too much to cover the expensive costs (roughly $118,746 per instance)
Various social, work, and education barriers exist for ex-convicts, making recidivism a likely possibility.
There are many programs in existence across the nation that have been proven effective in reducing
recidivism, hence saving the state money.

Proposal:
1. In keeping with Illinois’ current recidivism rate (over 45% will return within 3 years),
taxpayers will pay around $5.7 billion dollars over the next 5 years. If Illinois is able to
lower these rates, we are then saving money in the long run.
2. The state needs to look at programs that have been assessed and graded Effective. These
programs should promote active participation and focus on individuals who are at a highrisk of reoffense. Research has shown that targeting the high-risk population will result in a
reduction of rates.
3. Some programs include the “puppy program”, Project BUILD which helps youths in detention
centers overcome various obstacles. There are also programs that teach social and
communication skills to prisoners.
4. Laws and/or incentives should be put in place for trades, professions, and higher education
institutions to hire and educate ex-convicts. It can be difficult for some individuals to
acclimate back into society after their incarceration, especially when it comes to trying to
find employment.

Expected Results:
The state of Illinois can expect to save money, have a better economy, and ultimately a safer state.
Offenders can come out of prison/jail with a better outlook on the future knowing that it is possible
for them to become active, equal members of our society. These programs can help Illinois’ financial
problems and boost our economy with the new jobs.
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Proposal Author: Brendan Estes
Delegation: Mt. Vernon
Proposal Topic: What should Illinois do to improve police and community relations and reinforce the
protect and serve motto?
Position Statement: Police and community relations in Illinois have been at an all time low, the trust
between communities and the police go further and further apart each and every day. As Well as
the Protect and serve motto has almost vanished. Below shows how Illinois could fund the process
of improving relations and reinforce the motto.
Proposal:
1. Better Training. This would be by the police and would include better body language,
reduced aggression to specific parts of communities, giving everyone a fair chance, and
honesty. All of this would restore the police and community relations and community
members wouldn't feel targeted as well as community members would feel that the police
are there to help.
2. Hands on. This would be the police setting up more events and activities for the kids to get
to know the officers and more meetings for adults to get to know them.
3. Community Policing. By definition this is the system of allocating or assigning officers to
particular areas so that they become familiar with the local inhabitants. Illinois could do this
with the state police and could also train local departments to use it more effectively. This
would definitely reinforce the protect and serve moto and restore relations.
4. Better Funding. All traffic tickets increased by a $25 surcharge that would go to it’s issuing
department and be used to increase police and community relations by funding hands on
activities and the ability to do more community policing.
Expected results: All of this would improve police and community relations and members of
communities would understand that the police are there to help, Departments would also now have
a bigger budget to be able to fund more community activities, Younger people would also have a
better understanding of what law enforcement are there to do, and overall relations would improve
and the protect and serve moto would be restored.
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Proposal Author(s):

Mandy Glow

Delegation:

Stagg

Proposal Topic:

Schools should adopt a four day weeks with three day weekends.

Position Statement:

To inform the people of Illinois that a four day school week with three day

weekends is an appropriate alternate schedule for schools. Illinois is not providing an adequate schedule
in public schools interferring with students’ learning. Four day weeks with three day weekends fix this
problem for schools and students.
Proposal:
1. Students score higher on tests at schools on a four-day schedule than schools with a
five-day schedule. Test scores will increase because of the longer weekend students
will have to study.
2. Transportation costs would decrease because of the reduction of school days. School
buses will only have to be used for four days instead of five, which will save schools’
money in the transportation department.
3. Student attendance is increased because of the four-day schedule. Students are more
inclined to come to school all four days because it is a shorter amount of school time.
Expected Results:
Students’ test scores will improve because of the increased amount of study time with the longer
weekend. Schools will pay less money for transportation because of the reduction of days which
means that that money can be used to increase teachers’ salaries. Also, attendance numbers will
increase because of the decrease in school days.
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Proposal Author(s):

Evan Fortner

Delegation:

Williamsville High School

Proposal Topic:What should be done to better utilize the natural resources of Illinois to become an
energy leader in production and conservation?
Position Statement:

Illinois should utilize the renewable power sources that are available such as

wind, solar, hydroelectric and geothermal power, and limit the use of fossil fuels that pollute the
environment

Proposal:
1. Put more tax money towards the research and development of renewable energy and cut
funding from fossil fuel companies
2. Educate the population more on how our carbon output is affecting the environment in a
negative way and how we can change it by focusing on the subject more in schooling, there
for hopefully increasing the amount of students going into the field of energy. They can
work to find better ways to utilize renewable resources and to make more solar plants and
wind turbine farms, which will then help the industry as a whole
3. An average coal power plant produces 3.5 million tons of carbon dioxide per year and we
must lower that. To do so we assign “Carbon Caps” to each fossil fuel burning power plant
in the state. One plant will be able to emit up to 3 million tons of carbon per year to meet
this goal. If they don't go over this “cap” they will receive a tax cut. If they do go over
their amount, not only will they not get the tax cut, but will be fined for every 1,000 tons
of carbon over the limit they produce.
4. We must improve our state’s electrical grid, as well as construct the transmission
infrastructure needed to connect renewable energy facilities to cities and regions with high
power demand.
5. Give renewable power plants such as solar and wind farms tax breaks until a larger portion
of the state’s power comes from renewable resources
6. Simply build more solar and wind farms, hydroelectric dams and geothermal power plants.
Expected Results:
These proposals should not only help Illinois produce more energy but also help the environment
drastically. Renewable energy is the energy of the future and we need to start implementing it into
our infrastructure. Our state is the 9th largest producer of energy in the country, but we are also
the 4th largest carbon producer in the country and that must change. If we increase the amount of
of renewable energy power plants in the state, we can increase the amount of energy produced and
lower the amount of carbon we emit. It's a win-win situation. We increase the amount of energy
we produce, and we make many new jobs, and we also help save the environment.
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Proposal Author: Annibelle Harrison
Delegation: Mt.Vernon
Proposal Topic: Illinois schools should adopt late start schedules for the betterment of student learning.
Position Statement: To inform the people of Illinois that alternative schedules can help Illinois schools be
more effective. Very few schools allow these changes in Illinois. The existing start times, for example, are not
improving learning and development.
Proposal:
1. The start times of Illinois schools are only hurting the students and decreasing their learning
chances. Forty-three percent of Illinois schools have start times that begin before 8:00 a.m.
According to sleepfoundation.com, the majority of teenagers get 7 hours of sleep or less.
Adolescents get their best sleep between the hours of 11:00 p.m. and 8:00 a.m.. With students
having the opportunity to sleep later in the morning, they may not have to get up before 8:00 a.m..
This would allow them to have a greater opportunity to get the needed hours of sleep.
2. Teens need between 8.5 to 9.5 hours of sleep each night for maximum performance. Because of
things such as homework and extracurricular activities, students that have trouble getting to bed
early enough to have the opportunity to get the sleep their bodies need. If students can sleep later in
the mornings, they have a much better chance at getting the needed hours of sleep to be their best.
Sixty-nine percent of U.S. students do not get the needed hours of rest each night to be there best.
Approximately 69 percent of students do not get the needed hours of sleep.
3. Shifting start times to after 8:55 a.m. can help students get more quality rest and learn more
effectively in school. For example, if school starts at 8:55, a student who went to bed at 11:00 p.m.
and woke up at 7:45 a.m., would get 8 hours and 45 minutes of sleep. The brain function of a teen
student who gets between 8.5 and 9.5 hours of sleep, is drastically better than one who got less
sleep than 8.5 hours.
4. If schools can push back the start times by a minimum of 55 minutes, they will see the effectiveness
of their students start to increase. Higher involvement rates, higher test scores, more precise
memory and better processing skills are just a few of the benefits of this change.
5. If students are learning more effectively and becoming more successful in school, the number of
students who graduate from high school could potentially increase. Teens also have an increased
chance of having a car accident when they are driving after having less than 8.5 hours of sleep.
Depression, impaired physical function and increased tobacco, drug, and alcohol use can be caused
by, over a long period of time, sleeping less than 8.5 hours. By these things being decreased, we
could see things change for the better, such as lower unemployment rates and less crime.
Expected Results: More students will be successful in school, graduate from high school and will have the
potential to have good jobs and lead successful lives with this simple change. With early start times, so many
schools are limiting their students’ potential without even knowing it. If Illinois schools are not allowed to
have a start time earlier than 8:55, students will reap the benefits of a better education. This is a subject
that needs to be talked about more and schools should know the real facts. This can drastically increase the
success of our state and its future.
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Proposal Author: Olivia Heinzman
Delegation: Mt.Vernon
Proposal Topic: Illinois schools should adopt alternative schedules for the betterment of student
learning.
Position Statement: To inform the people of Illinois that alternative schedules can help Illinois
schools be more effective. Very few schools carry out these changes in Illinois. The existing start
times, for example, are not improving learning and development.
Proposal:
1. The start times of Illinois schools are only hurting the students and decreasing their learning
chances. Forty-three percent of Illinois schools have start times that begin before 8:00 a.m.
The majority of teenagers get 7.5 hours of sleep or less.
2. Teens need between 8 to 10 hours of sleep each night. They might have things such as
homework and extracurricular activities, students that have trouble getting to bed early enough
have the opportunity to get the sleep their body’s need if they go to bed earlier.. If students
can sleep later in the mornings, they have a much better chance at getting the needed hours of
sleep to be their best quality. Sixty-nine percent of U.S. students do not get the needed hours
of sleep each night. Adolescents get their best sleep between the hours of 11:00 p.m. and 8:00
a.m..
3. Shifting start times to after 8:55 a.m. can help students get more quality rest and learn more
thoroughly at school. For example, if school starts at 9:00, a student who went to bed at
11:00 p.m. and woke up at 7:45 a.m., would get 8 hours hours and 55 minutes of sleep. The
brain function of a teen student who gets between 8.5 and 9.5 hours of sleep, is drastically
better than one that got less sleep than 8.5 hours.
4. If schools can push back the start times by a minimum of 55 minutes, they can begin seeing the
effectiveness of their students start to increase. Higher involvement rates and higher test
scores, more precise memory and better processing skills are just a few of the benefits of this
change.
5. If students are learning more thoroughly and becoming more successful in school, the number
of students who graduate from high school could potentially increase by 75%. Teens also have
an increased chance of having a car accident when they are driving after having less than 8.5
hours of sleep. Depression, impaired physical function and increased tobacco, drug, and alcohol
use are all largely caused by less than 8.5 hours of sleep. By these things being decreased, we
could see things change for the better, such as lower unemployment rates and less crime.
Expected Results: More students will be successful in school, graduate from high school and will
have the potential to have good jobs and lead successful lives with this simple change. With early
start times then they do now, so many schools are limiting their students’ potential without even
knowing it. If Illinois schools are not allowed to have a start time earlier than 8:55, students will
reap the benefits of a better education. This is a subject that needs to be talked about more and
more so schools should know the real facts. This can drastically increase the success of our state
and its future.
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Lexy Henrikson

Delegation:

Williamsville

2016-2017

Proposal Topic:Electoral College Distribution of Votes
Position Statement:

The current electoral college distribution winner-take-all system in Illinois

should be modified.

1.

2.

3.

4.

Proposal:
The purpose of the electoral college is to be a compromise between election of the President by the
vote of Congress and the popular vote of the people. In order to let the entire popular vote be
represented, the current winner-take-all system of electoral votes should be modified. Illinois can
adopt the Congressional District Method, also used by Maine and Nebraska. The winner of the
popular vote of each congressional district in Illinois would be given one electoral vote, and the
statewide winner would be given the remaining two votes from the Senate.
Each voter will be voting for their congressional district which is about 710,000 people compared
to 12,800,000 people statewide. By giving each congressional district one vote every vote would
be 18 times more likely to affect the outcome of who gets an electoral vote.
The primary elections would not be affected by this modification because each party determines the
rules for how the candidates are selected across the nation. The electoral college is not involved in
the primary elections.
Modifying the electoral college this way, Illinois would still be abiding by Article 2 Section 1 of the
U.S. Constitution which states that each state shall appoint electors to vote for the President. The
process for changing the Constitution, such as abolishing the electoral college, would be much more
difficult than changing how Illinois distributes its votes.
Expected Results:
If Illinois were to adopt the Congressional District Method, there could be several positive
outcomes. By increasing the importance of a single vote by eighteen times, more people would vote
because they feel their vote matters. Also, this would be a good compromise for people for and
against the electoral college. Rather than abolishing it, Illinois would have a new procedure to
adapt to that has the ultimate goal of representing the popular vote in Illinois.
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Proposal Author: Baylee Holloway
Delegation: Mt. Vernon
Proposal Topic: Illinois schools should adopt alternative schedules for the betterment of student
learning.
Position Statement: To inform the people of Illinois that alternative schedules can help Illinois
schools be more effective. The start times as of right now, are not improving learning and
development. If schools carried out these changes, we would most likely see a dramatic rise in their
improvement.
Proposal:
1. Illinois schools’ start times are only hurting the students and decreasing their learning
opportunities. A majority of Illinois schools have start times that begin before 8 a.m.
2. Many studies show students need between 8 ½ - 9 ½ hours of sleep per night to function
to the best of their abilities. Many students have trouble getting to bed early enough to get
the right amount of sleep due to extra curricular activities and homework. If students were
allowed to sleep in later, they would all have more potential to succeed.
3. If schools would shift their start times to around 9 a.m., students would receive the amount
of sleep they need and learn more effectively in school. For example, if schools start at 9, a
student who went to bed at 11:00 p.m. and woke up at 8 a.m. would receive 9 hours of
sleep.
4. If schools started to push back their start time at least an hour, they would begin to see
the student’s improvements in school work and on tests. Higher test scores and more
involvement during class are just a few of the benefits of this time change.
5. Learning more effectively and becoming more successful in school could also potentially
increase the number of high school graduates. The number of teen car accidents could also
decrease due to more sleep. Allowing students to get more rest could also decrease
unemployment rates and less crime because drug and alcohol use, tobacco, depression, and
impaired physical function are more likely to happen when teens have less than 8 ½ hours
of sleep.
Expected Results: With early start times, Illinois schools are limiting their students’ potential
without even realizing it. With a change of a school's starting time at 9 a.m., this could drastically
increase the number of students successful in school, the number of students to graduate, and
many more students will have the potential to have a successful job and future life. This small
change could also increase the success in our state and its future.
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Proposal Author(s):

Alicja Jaworska

Delegation:

Amos Alonzo Stagg High School

Proposal Topic:

What should Illinois do to decrease the rate of teen substance abuse?

Position Statement:

Putting a more severe push on observing teens constantly during school will result

in the decline of substance abuse.
Proposal:
1. With the state providing annual substance checks in school the teens will be more
frightened and will be more cautious to reducing their use of narcotic or alcoholic
substances. There should also be specific punishments assigned to anyone who is
caught. Along with the school providing support for anyone who has a hard time
withdrawing from usage or feels any way pressured into handling any of these
substances.
Expected
1.
2.
3.

Results:
Organize random drug tests during unplanned times during the school year.
Teens who are caught with unapproved use of substances will be punished.
Schools will provide programs to help teens get over any recent substance abuse
problems or help inform them about all the negatives that follow with substance
abuse.
4. There should also a specific person authorized to be able to talk to students in case
they need any comfort or aid in their situation.
At first , results will not change drastically. But, overtime teens will be more attentive to the
negative consequences that are provided if caught under any circumstance. This will be a abrupt but
well needed wake up call that will sooner or later help students create their own good decisions
about how they want to live their lives. With the school providing a secure environment students will
be more invested in making the right choices. Along with having the ability to come to adults for help
knowing that they will not be automatically judged. This would result in a decline of substance abuse
which will spark a chain of events that will slowly start to solve this issue on step at a time.
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Julia Kienzler

Delegation:

Williamsville
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Proposal Topic: Decreasing the rate of teen substance abuse in Illinois
Position Statement: This proposal will enforce random drug testing in all Illinois schools and require
parents to attend a mandatory drug education class during the year just prior to their child turning
age 12. By implementing these laws, we will see a decrease in teen drug use and earlier
intervention for drug problems.
Proposal: The Illinois government needs to evaluate the existing education programs to determine
what is working and what is not. In the past five years the Illinois General Assembly has decreased
funding for addiction prevention by 40%.
1. Reinstate funding for drug education/prevention programs. An estimated 267,000 children age
twelve and over in our state are abusing illegal and prescription drugs. Only 11.7% are receiving
treatment. Statistics show that availability and use of drugs such as heroin have crossed all
socioeconomic levels. With drug use at epidemic proportions, reinstating funding is imperative.
2. Evaluate existing education programs and reallocate funding to only those drug
education/prevention programs that have shown to be successful.
3. Pharmaceutical companies marketing prescription drugs in Illinois will be required to put 10% of
their net profit towards education.
4. Move appropriate funding into a new drug education/prevention program targeted towards parents.
Before their child turns twelve, parents will be required to attend a drug education/prevention
program. This would then be required again during their Freshman year. Education needs to begin in
the home at an early age and should involve parents.
5. Classes will be taught by state certified drug education specialists.
6. Random drug testing in high schools will be administered at a set minimum number of times during
the school year. Additional testing may be approved should the school feel that it is necessary.
Required random drug testing would allow for earlier drug use intervention.
7. If parents do not attend a class or a student refuses to submit to the random drug testing, legal
actions will be taken.
Expected Results:
By reinstating state funding for successful existing programs and utilizing additional funds
provided by pharmaceutical companies, we will have the resources to enforce mandatory random
drug tests in all Illinois high schools; require students to attend mandatory drug
education/prevention classes beginning prior to age twelve; require parents to become actively
involved in drug education/prevention resulting in a decrease in teen drug use and earlier
interventions for drug addiction.
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Proposal Author(s):

Madison Karr

Delegation:

Stagg High School

Proposal Topic:

High school schedules should have four day weeks with three day weekends.

Position Statement:

To alter the current schedule of five school days and two weekend days would be

productive for high school students. By changing this schedule it gives students time for rest, reduces
stress, allows kids to take part in other activities and clubs, and grants more time for jobs. Five day
weeks are not adequate for the load on students in high school.
Proposal:
1. By having three day weekends and four day school days allows students to maintain
the healthy hours of sleep. Not receiving the correct amount of sleep affects students
ability to learn and concentrate. Numerous studies express the importance of teens
getting 8-10 hours of sleep every night. Reports show that only 15% of teenagers
receive 8 hours of sleep on school nights. Sleep is vital to teens especially because of
their developing brains.

4.

2.

By revising the schedule to four school days and three weekend days would reduce
teen stress. 31% of teens report feeling overwhelmed and 30% report feeling
depressed as a result of stress. Students need more time to complete all of the
demanding school work.

3.

Altering the current schedule would allow kids to take part in other activities and
clubs. Colleges value student involvement in order to see if a student has dedication,
leadership, balance, and specialization. More time is needed in order to participate in
clubs/ activities and current school schedules do not give enough.

Modifying the regular schedule grants students more time for jobs which is helpful in
various ways. Many teens need to have a job in order to go to college or even to meet
the basic living standards. Studies show that the total number of people living in lowincome working families now stands at 47.5 million, including 23.5 million children. They
also show that only 1 in 10 low-income families can afford college. Revising this
schedule will not only allow teens to have a job, but to also have a better future overall.

Expected Results:
With the change of four school days and three weekend days, students’ overall education and health
would improve. Adding on, students would have more time for jobs and activities/clubs which would
result in them being more college-bound. Less stress and more rest will better students’ well-being.
In other words, this schedule change would immensely improve students’ lives.
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Proposal statement: Standardized tests are not needed to make schools better and show student
improvements
Proposal Author: Stevie Koontz
Delegation: Mt. Vernon
Proposal Topic: Using Standardized tests to evaluate and improve school and teaching.
Proposal:
1. Standardized test scores don't show all of a student’s knowledge that can also be useful in life. Standardized
test expect all students to be the same, almost like a “one size fits all” deal. Schools have also have cut back
on the arts, civics, science, history, and physical education because those subjects are not in the
standardized tests. Some of the textbooks and lessons that schools use are not those of the lessons on the
tests. These tests don't let students explore the creativity and different fields. Some better ways to evaluate
student achievement could be teacher observation, documentation of student work, and performance-based
assessment. These ways involve direct evaluation of real learning tasks and provide useful materials to
teachers, parents, and students. Studies say that standardized testing costs the schools almost $1.7 billion a
year. If schools cut back standardized testing, they would be saving the school money, which they could use
to include other subjects or more ways to grow as a student. Finland is a nation that uses these evaluation
methods and are very successful in it.
2. Standardized tests aren't very accurate either. These tests are very important so students will do anything to
pass them. Some cheat and even use performance drugs. Students also stress about these tests, which is
called test anxiety. Stress can take a big toll on your testing ability which makes it very unfair for students
who deal with stress poorly or are poor test takers. These tests only show the results for a single test. A
student could score badly on this test but do really good in class. Because of these test scores this could
make the student look bad in front of colleges and other schools. So a test may not be very accurate of that
student's knowledge.
3. Standardized tests should be done in a way to show student improvement rather than having a set goal and
rankings for student knowledge. This does not help the teacher or the student. The teachers have been trying
to help the students grow in education. 55% of Americans oppose standardized test scores being used to
evaluate teacher performance. And almost 75% of teachers say that standardized tests are not important.
They should both be evaluated in improvement over time and not for just one test. Sometimes at the end of
the year the school is judged on how their test scores are, which shouldn't be like that. About 70% of
students in IL did not meet the standardized testing goals. If students do not meet the set goal on
standardized tests, they are looked down upon. This discourages the student to take the test, but if they are
congratulated on improving they'll want to keep improving.
Expected results: standardized tests will be improved to expand in student knowledge instead of just math,
science, English and language. They will also show more of student improvement and creativity.
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Proposal Author(s):

Nicolas Kopanis

Delegation:

Amos Alonzo Stagg High School

Proposal Topic:

An effective alternate school schedule

Position Statement:

In order for students to be fully functional for their day, schools need to adjust

their schedules and make study hall period(s) optional. Study hall period(s) should be optional and moved
to either after school hours or zero hour because study hall is not an educational period for everyone. If
a student does not feel that study hall is necessary for their day then they have the option to come home
earlier to focus on other important things such as: after school activities, home study time,
decompression time, family time and ultimately get to sleep earlier.
Proposal:
1. Sleep is an important factor in a student’s awareness in and out of school. Currently,
the majority of teenagers do not receive enough sleep for proper development and
alertness for their next day. According to the Nationwide Children’s hospital it is said
that the average teenager gets seven hours of sleep. Teenagers need nine hours of
sleep to be fully rested for their next day. To solve this problem, cut one hour off of
school at the end of the day giving students a larger portion of time to get things
done and have a full night of rest.
2. After school activities are important to keep students active. Some students do not
participate in after school activities because of homework and family time. If the
school schedule were to be rearranged to make the day shorter, students would have
more free time, allowing those who do not enroll inafter school activities a chance too.
This would keep students more active and engaged in extracurricular activities.
3. Family time is appropriate to a child because it is good to have a healthy relationship
with family members. With the tight school schedules of today, it can be hard
sometimes to find a moment to spend with a pupil’s family. If school schedules were to
be altered, then it would allow for more family time for the student to experience.
4. Study hall is a great period for catching up on homework during the school day. Some
students have already have caught up with their studies giving them a free period to
do absolutely nothing. Those students find themselves on their phones or trying to
pass the time. This period should be made optional for those who feel it is needed.
This allows more time after school to work on any unfinished work. Having an entire
period dedicated to doing things that should be done at home offers no educational
value and should be deemed optional. Time is critical during school life and more time
can be the students’ with this adjustment to the regular schedule.
Expected Results:
More students would be granted time to sleep more, participate in afterschool activities,
increase family time, and allow them a sufficient amount of time to complete homework just
by making Study hall optional. Time management would become easier potentially giving the
student free time to decompress from their long day of school.
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Proposal Author(s): Julian Kurowski
Delegation: Wheaton Warrenville South High School
Proposal Topic: Electric and Hybrid vehicles should receive incentives.

Position Statement: To promote the use of ZEV (Zero Emission Vehicles) owners should receive
bonuses. These bonuses would incentivize people to buy ZEV, specifically Teslas. Teslas should be
incentivized more than other ZEV since they contribute most to society (advanced use of AI, most
advanced car & engine & battery). Most people do not buy ZEV cars since they’re either expensive
or not as good as their fuel alternative, however incentivizing people to buy ZEV would not only
benefit our environment, but would also invigorate and strengthen the economy and technological
industry since more other these vehicles would be produced and purchased.

Proposal:
1. Create carpool lanes on all major roadways within the state and allow all ZEV to use them,
regardless of how many passengers are inside of the vehicle.
2. All cities must offer free municipal parking for all ZEV.
3. No sales tax on ZEV.
4. $1,500-$7,500 Income Tax Credit, based on car company & battery type.
5. Issue all Tesla cars an extra $2,000 Income Tax Credit. Teslas should receive this additional tax
credit because they contribute the most to advances in ZEV technology and in AI.
Expected Results:
More Environmentally friendly vehicles will be made and purchased. Companies that produce ZEV
will have a higher demand for their product, ergo more cars, jobs and money shall be made. Also,
Tesla’s have an autopilot system that is proven to keep cars safer and prevent accidents. The more
ZEV bought, the larger the advances in AI (artificial Intelligence) shall be. The environment shall
also benefit from more ZEV driving around since they do not emit any gasses.
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Goda Kurpalis

Delegation: Taft High School
Proposal Topic: What alternative schedules should Illinois schools adopt to be more effective?
Position Statement: The schools of Illinois should have later starting times, in order for students to
be more productive during school

1.

2.

3.

4.

5.

Proposal:
Illinois schools should have later start times, and later end times. The start times should be around
10 or 9a.m., and school should end at 4p.m. or even 3p.m. Students need to be well rested in order
to perform better in their classes. Some students aren’t able to be well rested, because they have
to stay late for sports or clubs.
According to The Atlantic “Researchers analyzed data from more than 9,000 students at eight high
schools in Minnesota, Colorado, and Wyoming and found that shifting the school day later in the
morning resulted in a boost in attendance, test scores, and grades in math, English, science, and
social studies. Schools also saw a decrease in tardiness, substance abuse, and symptoms of
depression. Some even had a dramatic drop in teen car crashes.”
For a teenager, the right amount of sleep isn’t only important for a better academic performance,
but also for their health in general. A report on teens and sleep states, “Sleep is vital to your wellbeing, as important as the air you breathe, the water you drink and the food you eat. It can even
help you to eat better and manage… stress.”
Many teenagers suffer from sleeping disorders from lack of sleep due to early starting times of
school such as 7a.m. “Many teens suffer from treatable sleep disorders, such as narcolepsy,
insomnia, restless legs syndrome or sleep apnea.” In order to prevent sleeping disorders, Illinois
schools would have to change school starting times to 9 or 10 a.m. in order for students to be
better rested.
Teenagers need about 8 to 10 hours of sleep, but since schools start too early, students aren’t
getting the right amount of sleep. With a later start to the day, students will be able to get a full
amount of sleep. Also, their academic performance and mental health will improve as well. Illinois
schools should change their start times to 10a.m.
Expected Results:
Illinois schools will change their start times to a later time order for students to be well rested, and
be able to perform physically and academically more effectively.
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Proposal Author(s):

Jasmyn Mahnee

Delegation:

Williamsville High School

Proposal Topic:Illinois uses standardized testing to evaluate student learning and teacher
performance. How should Illinois use these to improve schools?
Position Statement: The way schools and the state laws make the tests needs to be improved.
Proposal:
1. They aren't a reliable way to test students intelligence. 50-80% of year-over-year test score
improvements were temporary and "caused by fluctuations that had nothing to do with long-term
changes in learning
2. Theses tests don’t allow students to be diverse. They treat every student like they are the all
identical and give them all the same test as if there are aren't students with dyslexia, or other
learning disabilities. English language learners take tests in English before they have mastered the
language. Special education students take the same tests as other children, receiving few of the
accommodations usually provided to them as part of their Individualized Education Plans. They
expect students to meet requirements of others who may be more fit for the test than others.
3. These tests put students under a lot of unnecessary stress. Most students are under so much
stress that they can not focus on the work and what is on the test they more worry about the
score/grade. Most students often cheat or take drugs to help them pass these tests instead of
simply learning the material.
4. Using test scores to reward and punish teachers and schools encourages them to cheat the system
for their own gain. Standardized tests are an imprecise measure of teacher performance, yet they
are used to reward and punish teachers. According to a Sep. 2010 report by the Annenberg
Institute for School Reform, over 17% of Houston teachers ranked in the top category on the Texas
Essential Knowledge and Skills reading test were ranked among the two lowest categories on the
equivalent Stanford Achievement Test. The results "were based on the same students, tested in the
same subject, at approximately the same time of year, using two different tests."
Expected results: Teachers will be more focused on the material and content of the test instead of
how the test is going to be set up. Students will learn instead of memorize and cheat. Standardize
tests will be revised to fit each child and test them on more than just the core classes.
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Proposal Author(s):

Nicole Marsh

Delegation:

Stagg High School

Proposal Topic:

High school schedules should have four day weeks with three day weekends.

Position Statement:

To alter the current schedule of five school days and two weekend days would be

productive for high school students. By changing this schedule it gives students time for rest, reduces
stress, allows kids to take part in other activities and clubs, and grants more time for jobs. Five day
weeks are not adequate for the load on students in high school.
Proposal:
1.
By having three day weekends and four day school days allows students to maintain
the healthy hours of sleep. Not receiving the correct amount of sleep affects students
ability to learn and concentrate. Numerous studies express the importance of teens
getting 8-10 hours of sleep every night. Reports show that only 15% of teenagers
receive 8 hours of sleep on school nights. Sleep is vital to teens especially because of
their developing brains.
2.

By revising the schedule to four school days and three weekend days would reduce
teen stress. 31% of teens report feeling overwhelmed and 30% report feeling depressed
as a result of stress. Students need more time to complete all of the demanding school
work.

3.

Altering the current schedule would allow kids to take part in other activities and
clubs. Colleges value student involvement in order to see if a student has dedication,
leadership, balance, and specialization. More time is needed in order to participate in
clubs/activities and current school schedules do not give enough.

4.

Modifying the regular schedule grants students more time for jobs which is helpful in
various ways. Many teens need to have a job in order to go to college or even to meet the
basic living standards. Studies show that the total number of people living in lowincome working families now stands at 47.5 million, including 23.5 million children. They
also show that only 1 in 10 low-income families can afford college. Revising this
schedule will not only allow teens to have a job, but to also have a better future overall.

Expected Results:
With the change of four school days and three weekend days, students’ overall education and health
would improve. Adding on, students would have more time for jobs and activities/clubs which would
result in them being more college-bound. Less stress and more rest will better students’ well-being.
In other words, this schedule change would immensely improve students’ lives.

Gray - 158

Illinois YMCA Youth and Government
State Affairs Forum Proposal

2016-2017

'HUU\XV0F1XOW\µVSURSRVDOZDVQµWDYDLODEOHDWSULQW

Gray - 159

,OOLQRLV<0&$<RXWKDQG*RYHUQPHQW
6WDWH$IIDLUV)RUXP3URSRVDO



3URSRVDO$XWKRU V 


0DQ\X0RJDOODSDOOL
0DQ\X0RJDOODSDOOL

'HOHJDWLRQ
'HOHJDWLRQ

/HJLVODWLYH$VVLVWDQW
/HJLVODWLYH$VVLVWDQW 

3URSRVDO7RSLF
3URSRVDO7RSLF

+RPHOHVVQHVVDQG3RYHUW\
+RPHOHVVQHVVDQG3RYHUW\

3RVLWLRQ6WDWHPHQW7RLQIRUPWKHSHRSOHRI,OOLQRLVRIWKHDSSURSULDWHODZVWKDWQHHGWREHHQDFWHGLQ
3RVLWLRQ6WDWHPHQW
RUGHUWRGHFUHDVHSRYHUW\DQGKRPHOHVVQHVV&LWL]HQVRI,OOLQRLVGHVHUYHDIIRUGDEOHKRXVLQJWKDWLV
VHFXUHWRHQVXUHSHRSOHKROGGRZQMREVEHHGXFDWHGDQGKDYHHQRXJKPRQH\IRURWKHUEDVLF
QHFHVVLWLHV*RYHUQPHQWIXQGHGKRXVLQJDQGKRXVLQJSURJUDPVFDQDVVXUHWKDWWKHVHQHHGVFDQEHPHW
3URSRVDO
3URSRVDO 
 7KHVWDWHRI,OOLQRLVVKRXOGRIIHUDORZHUUHQWUDWHWRUHVLGHQWVZLWKORZLQFRPHGXHWRPLQLPXP
ZDJHLQ,OOLQRLVEHLQJSHUKRXUDQG$FFRUGLQJWRWKHDQQXDO2XWRI5HDFKVWXG\ 0D\
 E\WKH1DWLRQDO/RZ,QFRPH+RXVLQJ&RDOLWLRQDSHUVRQZRXOGKDYHWRZRUNKRXUVD
ZHHNLQRUGHUWRSD\IRUDWZREHGURRPDSDUWPHQWDWPDUNHWUDWH/RZHULQJWKHUHQWSULFHZRXOG
DOORZDSHUVRQWRVSHQGOHVVWLPHZRUNLQJDQGKDYHPRUHWLPHDQGPRQH\IRURWKHUQHFHVVLWLHV
 ,QFUHDVLQJWKHQXPEHURIVKHOWHUVLQ,OOLQRLVZLOODOORZEULJKWHUIXWXUHVIRUWKHKRPHOHVV
SRSXODWLRQ,QWKHILVFDO\HDUWKHUHZHUHDQHVWLPDWHGQXPEHURI,OOLQRLV
UHVLGHQWVZKRZHUHEHLQJVHUYHGLQVWDWHIXQGHGVKHOWHUV2IWKLVZHUHFKLOGUHQXQGHU
DJHDQGZHUHDGXOWVOLYLQJLQKRXVHKROGV7KHQXPEHURISHRSOHLQWKHVH
VKHOWHUVDUHQRZVWURQJHUILQDQFLDOO\DQGPHQWDOO\0RUHVKHOWHUVFRXOGRIIHUVLPLODURXWFRPHVWR
DODUJHUSRSXODWLRQ
 :RUNVKRSVZLWKDVVLVWDQFHRQVXSSRUWLQJWKHLUFRPPXQLWLHVVKRXOGEHRIIHUHGWR+RPHOHVV
\RXWKDQGDGXOWVOLYLQJLQDQXQVWDEOHVLWXDWLRQ+RPHOHVV\RXWKIDFHGDLO\FKDOOHQJHVZKLOHOLYLQJ
RQWKHLURZQ7HVWVFRUHVDQGSHUIRUPDQFHOHYHOVGURSZKHQWKHHQYLURQPHQWWKH\DUHDURXQGLV
XQVWDEOH7KLVFDXVHVVWUHVVDQGWUDXPDZKLFKFDQKDYHGHYDVWDWLQJHIIHFWV3URYLGLQJ
ZRUNVKRSVIUHHRIFRVWZKHUHWKH\FDQUHFHLYHKHOSDQGWKHUDS\FDQDOORZWKHPWRKDYHOHVV
UHOLDQFHRQJRYHUQPHQWDVVLVWDQFHLQWKHIXWXUH:RUNVKRSVFDQDOVREHPDGHIRUDGXOWVWR
SURYLGHWKHPZLWKVNLOOVDQGWLSVRQKRZWRUXQDVXFFHVVIXOKRXVHKROG,QIRUPDWLRQVXFKDVKRZ
WRSD\UHQWVDYHPRQH\DQGDSSO\IRULQVXUDQFHZLOOEHRIIHUHGWRPDNHWKHSURFHVVRIJHWWLQJ
EDFNRQWKHLUIHHWHDVLHU
([SHFWHG5HVXOWV
([SHFWHG5HVXOWV
/RZHULQJWKHUHQWUDWHIRUDYHUDJHKRXVLQJLQFUHDVLQJWKHQXPEHURIVKHOWHUVDQG
SURYLGLQJFLWL]HQVZLWKZRUNVKRSVWKDWDUHIUHHRIFRVWWRKHOSWKHPUXQVXFFHVVIXOKRXVHKROGVDQG
RYHUFRPHVWUHVVIURPIDFLQJKRPHOHVVQHVVDQGSRYHUW\FDQKHOS,OOLQRLVFRQWLQXHUHGXFLQJWKH
QXPEHURISHRSOHOLYLQJZLWKRXWDKRPHRULQSRYHUW\

Gray - 160

Illinois YMCA Youth and Government
State Affairs Forum Proposal

2016-2017

Proposal Author(s): Maria Martin
Delegation:
Williamsville
Proposal Topic: What should Illinois do to improve police and community relation and reinforce The
Protect and Serve Motto?
Position Statement: LA
Proposal:
1.
Law enforcement agencies and professional organizations in Illinois should review the 2015 final
report from the President's Task Force one 21st century policing and identity opportunities to implement
recommendations from the plan. There are 59 recommendation based on the following six pillars
䖃
Pillar 1: Building trust and legitimacy - People are more likely to obey the law when they believe that
those who are enforcing it have the legitimate authority to tell them what to do . . . . The public confers
legitimacy only on those they believe are acting in procedurally just ways.
䖃
Pillar 2: Policy and oversight - Citizens have a constitutional right to freedom of expression,
including the right to peacefully demonstrate.
䖃
Pillar 3: Technology and social media - Implementing new technologies can give police departments
an opportunity to fully engage and educate communities in a dialogue about their expectations for
transparency, accountability, and privacy.
䖃
Pillar 4: Community policing and crime reduction - Community policing requires the active building of
positive relation- ships with members of the community.
䖃
Pillar 5: Training and education - Hiring of cers who re ect the community they serve is important not
only to external relations but also to increasing understanding within the agency.
䖃

Pillar 6: Officer safety and wellness - The wellness and safety of law enforcement of cers is critical
not only to themselves, their colleagues, and their agencies but also to public safety.

2. State of Illinois should allocate funds to support programs for law enforcement agencies to initiate
positive nonenforcement activities to engage communities, as a way to proactively promote public trust. The
following initiatives are occurring across the state and resources should be allocated to expand these types
of programs so more communities have non-enforcement-related interactions on a regular basis.
䖃
Cops with Kids, Neighborhood Watch, Business Watch, National Night Out, area bike patrols, citizens
and youth police academies, offers classes free of charge to teach and promote safety, car seat installations,
gun lock giveaways, prescription drug collection programs, etc.
3. State of Illinois should re-introduce HB0104 which creates the Police Sensitivity Task Force Act. This bill
helps address the national concerns around police relations. By addressing these concerns, the public will
see that their concerns have been heard and action is being taken. The task force would (1) investigate
instances of racial disparity related to traffic stops; (2) obtain testimony from persons who believed that
they were victims of racial disparity in traffic stops and from law enforcement officers; (3) study past
practices relating to traffic stops; and (4) make recommendations to the Illinois Law Enforcement Training
Standards Board for suggested revisions to existing racial sensitivity curriculum, and to municipal, county,
and State law enforcement agencies to address the problem of racial disparity related to traffic stops.
Provides that the Task Force shall hold public hearings and shall issue a written report of its findings and
recommendations to the General Assembly.
Expected Results:
“Protect and Serve” are the words the you will see on the side of a lot of police vehicles all over the country.
These words define the mission of the police, which is to “protect” citizens and “serve” the public.
By implementing the recommendations from the President’s task force, it will strengthen community policing
will be strengthen and trust among law enforcement officers and the communities they serve.
By supporting more nonenforcement activities, positive relationships between officers and community
members will be established.
By addressing public concerns about police relations, citizens will know their concerns are heard and would
mutual respect can be achieved.
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Proposal Author(s): Elizabeth Morales
Delegation: Taft High School
Proposal Topic:
What alternative schedules should Illinois schools adopt to be more effective?
Position Statement:
Illinois schools should adopt a late start time such as 9:00 A.M. and end at 3:20 P.M. This will help
students perform better in school and schools can have better attendance rates.

Proposal:
1. Teenagers and children both require the same amount of sleep, which is 8-9 hours of sleep,
according to the National Sleep Foundation. Excessive sleepiness in teenagers can affect
their daytime functioning. With the amount of homework high school students get, people
go to sleep late and have to wake up at times such as 6:00 A.M. and maybe even earlier
than that. A later start would give students a longer night’s sleep.
2. Delaying the start time for schools would increase students’ academic performances.
According to Education Next, delaying the start times by an hour can increase standardized
test scores by at least 2 percentile points in math and 1 percentile point in reading.
Standardized tests are important in a student’s academic life and is important to the
schools as well so this would be very helpful.
3. According to KQED, this American Academy of Pediatrics study found that teenagers need
enough sleep to deal with their busy lives filled with school, sports, and extracurricular.
Teenagers with enough sleep have better mental and physical health.
Expected Results:
Although some people may believe this proposal has contradictions, it actually can help with a
teenager’s health and performance in school. Later start times can improve a student’s health and
academic performance.
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Proposal Author(s):

Samantha Morrow

Delegation:

Wheaton Warrenville South High School

Proposal Topic:Year round schooling should be implemented into the Illinois public school systems.
Position Statement:

In order for the state to improve the public schooling system, Illinois

public schools should adopt year round schooling systems. Current schooling systems, with long
summer breaks in between each school year, cause lots of time spent on reviewing old material, due
to forgetting things over such a long break. Whereas with a year round schooling system, there
would not be such a large break every year that would require review for students, allowing more
time for learning the new material.

Proposal:
1. To impelment a new school calendar. This new calendar has schooling no longer ending during the
summer months of June/July/August, but instead, there will be schooling throughout all twelve
months of the year, with the start of school, and transitioning between grades, now taking place in
early January, instead of August or September.
2. Instead of just having Fall, Winter and Spring Breaks with 1-2 weeks off, and a long Summer Break
of around 12 weeks off, the new year round schooling calendar will adopt the 45-15 plan, where
students will be in school for 45 straight school days (9 weeks), then have 15 school days (3
weeks) of break off.
3. Instead of the current semester system dividing the school year, each of the four 45 day periods in
between breaks will be how the years are divided, having grades and finals at the end of each of
these four periods, called quarters.
4. In the weeks where schools are on break, the school buildings will be used for optional
daycare/sporting camps/tutoring for the kids, to keep the buildings in use when school is not in
session, while also doing something to benefit the children, and in addition will gain possible
revenue to pay for the potential extra costs the change might bring.
Expected Results:
Illinois public school students will have a better understanding of all of the content they have
learned throughout the year, which could raise student’s GPA or improve test scores on tests like
ACT or SAT, which could give them a greater chance to be successful in their future in college and
beyond. Overall, without the need to spend class time reviewing old lessons, students can have
more time to understand each new lesson being taught, giving them a greater understanding and
knowledge of the material, which will benefit them in their academic future.
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Proposal Author(s):

Donna Mulchrone

Delegation:

Amos Alonzo Stagg

Proposal Topic:

What should Illinois do to decrease teen substance abuse?

Position Statement:

Teen substance abuse has become a growing issue over recent years. Illinois

should take greater measures to prevent this issue. High school students have been able to obtain illegal
substances without an issue and officials should put a stop to this growing problem.
Proposal:
1.
36% of high school students have been able to obtain alcohol by someone giving it
to them; There should be higher security in places serving and selling alcohol.
2.
Marijuana use has been more prevalent in 12th graders; Older students should
be further informed on harder drugs such as narcotics through a more in depth
school course.
3.
The use of e-cigarettes has remained high, 9.5% of 8th graders are shown to be using
e-cigarettes; These have been seen as a safer option and students should be informed
more about them. They are a better alternative, but students should not be allowed to
access these types of substances.
4.
Drug dealers have become a tremendous dilemma for officials, by persuading teens to
use drugs and alcohol. 55% of teens say they were motivated by peer pressure, and drug
dealers are seen to take advantage of that; Schools should have more often drug testing
and locker checking.
5.

16% of teens were able to buy their own cigarettes at a gas station or store. Although
cigarettes have become less popular, 53% of teens have at least tried one once; Illinois
should create more ads to prevent the use of cigarettes or ban the use of them.

Expected Results:
More students would become more focused on school and extracurricular activities if the use of
substance abuse declined. With the higher security within alcohol selling places, less drunk driving
would occur in teens under age. Also the effects of hard drugs and cigarettes would not affect
teens.
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Proposal Author(s):

Emma Nigrelli

Delegation:

Wheaton Warrenville South

Proposal Topic:Laws should be enacted to regulate homeschooling.
Position Statement: To Inform the people of Illinois that laws should be enacted in order to
regulate homeschooling. Currently Illinois has few laws regulating homeschooling. This means that
some children do not receive an adequate education, and then they lack the skills and resources
that they will need as adults.
Proposal:
1. All parents and/or other adults who are homeschool teachers need to be required to take courses
and be certified to teach to that child’s needs. These courses and certification would be offered
through each school district, and each school district would be able to select where exactly this
would happen. Each person who would be certified would have to pay a fee to keep their
certification, and to take the teaching courses. These fees would be used to run the courses and
certification. Also, background checks should be required for all homeschool instructors.
2. homeschooled students should be required to participate in social activities with other students
who are close to their own age. Some homeschooled students live a very isolated life, and they are
unable to appropriately interact with their peers when they get older. One thing that could be done
is that all public schools open up their extra curricular activities to homeschooled students.
3. All homeschooled students should be required to show that they are making progress that is similar
to the progress that would have been made in the same level in a public school. This could be
achieved by requiring that an annual assessment be taken and a portfolio of student work be
submitted at regular intervals. The assessment would be the same as the standardized tests that all
of Illinois public school students take.
Expected Results:
homeschooled students will have access to a quality education outside of the public school system,
and this will help them to succeed as adults and effective members of society. Also, this will result
in homeschooled students receiving most of the benefits of the public school system, while still
allowing the freedom to choose the teaching method and having a flexible curriculum.
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Proposal Author:

Scott O’Conner

Delegation:

Williamsville

Proposal Topic:

Illinois Budget Reform

Position Statement:

2016-2017

Illinois needs to reduce funding in certain programs in order to get a finalized

budget.

Proposal:
1. Increase the cost of a fine paid to the state.
2. Decrease 15% of money sent out to prisons.
3. The employer of the retired worker would pay 45% of the pension the State gives out.
4. We make gambling legal at casinos, that have licenses. The tax on casinos would be 7%.
5. Reduce the benefits for public employees.
6. Increase the income tax rate by .25%
Expected Results:
A lot of people are moving out of Illinois because of budget problems, loss of jobs, and public
safety. Pensions are costing the state over a quarter of the budget. The spending has increase by
440% while for educational system has gone up 35% since 2000. The general public would say
education is most important when the state cannot improve it because we do not have the money.
The money on pensions could be used for more important issues. The fine for a speeding ticket (not
including insurance) is $75. To increase better public safety on the road, the state could increase
all penalties and fines. The rate of recidivism is always too high. We could set a little fire in the
prison system by decreasing the money sent by the state until the rate of recidivsm is improved.
Gambling is a big enterprise. There are not that many states that approve of gambling. That would
make Illinois stand out and might make the balance between people moving out of the state and
people moving into the state a little bit better. Gambling would make a lot of money for the state.
The income tax rate is lower than a lot of states. We could raise that a little bit just to regenerate
some more money for the government.
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Proposal Author(s): Olivia Pennell
Delegation: Williamsville
Proposal Topic: What alternative schedules should Illinois schools
adopt to be more effective?
Position Statement: Schools should have later start times, and 4 day weeks with 3 day weekends.
Proposal:
Schools should have later start times. Adolecents today are faced with an overlooked health
problem; sleep deprivation. According to the National Sleep Foundation, “many schools across the
country are working to synchronize school clocks with students’ body clocks, so that teens are in
school during their most alert hours and can achieve their full academic potential.” Another reason
schools should have a later start time is to decrease obesity. Children need to sleep more, and with
so many activities going so late into the evening, they’re not getting the full 8 hours of sleep
recommended by the American Pediatric Association. Therefore, sleep deprived teens crave carbs
and sugars that causes an increase of weight, decreases their immunity making them more
susceptible to illness, which would overall result in the absence from school.
Schools should also have 4 day weeks and 3 day weekends. The financial savings to
districts that jump on the four-days-per-week bandwagon can be tremendous, regardless of the
size of the district. Students feel as though a 4 day week would be beneficial because it would
create a less stressful environment and allows extra rest. Students would be able to relax and be
more productive with a 4 day week, as well. A good idea proclaimed by the Seattle PI Education
Association is that “The four-day format provides opportunities for an extra work day at an afterschool job, engaging in volunteer activities or pursuing additional educational goals.”
In conclusion, more schools should join the many others in pursuing the idea of later start
times, and 4 day weeks.
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Proposal Author(s): Julisa Rivera
Delegation: Taft High School
Proposal Topic: What alternative schedules should Illinois schools adopt to be more effective?
Position Statement: To state that Illinois schools should have alternative school schedules so the
students could be more productive in class. The students in Illinois schools aren’t well awoken in
the morning, alternative schedules or block scheduling would benefit the students and teachers.

Proposal:
1. Students and teachers need at least 7-8 hours of sleep in order to be more awake and engaged in
class. “Early school hours prevent many students and young teachers from getting the 9 or so
hours of sleep per night that most teenagers and young adults need.”
2. Schools with later start times will have rates in which students are more likely succeed. When
students are tired they aren’t engaged in school work. “Kids who are tired can't learn at their best,
and sleep deprivation impairs learning, memory, and attention as much as it impairs health and
overall well-being.”
3. Block scheduling is an alternative to later start times. Fewer classes in a day, but more learning for
those specific subjects taught that day. “Teachers have fewer preparations and more planning time.
They teach three classes of 90 minutes…”
4. A mathematics teacher at The University of Illinois has stated that she believes block scheduling is
efficient. “Scheduling on the block system allows longer, more concentrated classes. Longer class
periods mean more flexibility. The environment allows more opportunities for variety in teaching
techniques, as well as more time for interaction -- both between students and student-to-teacher.”

Expected Results:
Students would be more successful in school, getting the amount of sleep that they’d need.
Students would be able to process information better and focus and participate in class.
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Proposal Author: Libby Schmidt
Delegation: Mt. Vernon
Proposal Topic: Illinois should alter school schedules for the improvement of student learning
Position Statement: To inform schools and the people of Illinois that changing the start times of
schools would improve students learning abilities and development
Proposal:
1. Almost half of Illinois schools start times are at 8:00 a.m. 43 percent of Illinois schools are
hurting the ability of school learning and decreasing the development of students. The
margin of teens usually get around 7 hours or less of sleep every night.
2. Every night, teens are recommended to sleep around 8.5-9.5 hours every night. Students
have trouble going to bed early from homework or extracurricular activities and suffer from
not giving the body the chance to get the sleep their bodies need. If students have the
chance to sleep an hour extra, they have a better chance of having a healthy body. Almost
70% of United States students do not get the hours needed every night.
3. If schools push back the start time to 8:55 a.m., they can see higher involvement rates, test
scores, and effectiveness in their students. The schools can also see a precise memory from
the students and better processing skills.
4. Teens have a high risk of having a car accident if they do not get the 8.5 hours of sleep
that they need. Students with an increased tobacco, drug, and alcohol use, are highly
caused by having less than 8.5 hours of sleep.
Expected Results: If Illinois schools are not allowed to have a start time earlier than 8:55, students
will suffer the benefits of a better education. This is a subject that more schools need to talk
about, and know the real facts. This will dramatically increase the success of our students and
therefore of our state and its future.
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Proposal Author(s): Kindelle Schmulbach
Delegation:

Williamsville

Proposal Topic:What, if any, laws should be enacted to improve the recidivism rates for prisoners in
Illinois?
Position Statement: Helping inmates with education, work, and social skills while they are in prison will
decrease the likelihood of them returning to prison later on. A restorative justice system does this and
will help improve recidivism rates.

Proposal:
1. Restoration justice pushes normalcy for an inmate and only allowing them to be sentenced
to a maximum 21 year long sentence, believing that taking their freedom is enough. Taking
away the life sentence gives prisoners more motivation to change and make better
decisions when they're released.
2. In Illinois taxpayers will pay about $5.7 billion ($118,746 each instance) for recidivism
costs (51.7% of Illinois inmates will return to prison within 3 years) in the next 5 years. If
Illinois cut its repeat offense rate by just 10 percent, it would save the taxpayers an
estimated $40 million.
3. Participation in educational and vocational programs while in prison is associated with lower
recidivism rates once once inmates are released. Every dollar invested in prison education programs
reduced spending on post-release incarceration by $4 to $5.
4. In Illinois, there are 118 professional and business licenses that can be denied to those with a
felony record. More jobs need to be available for formerly incarcerated people to help prevent them
from falling back into crime.
5. Programs, such as some that have already been used like woodworking, workshops, and schooling,
will increase chances of the inmate being hired once they are released.
Expected Results:
97% of those under supervision in Illinois prisons will eventually be released to return home. Barriers to
work and education are impediments to rehabilitation, and by extension, to public safety. Enabling work
and education saves money, restores communities, and improves public safety, which everyone should
support.
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Proposal Author(s): Gabriela Skupien
Delegation: Amos Alonzo Stagg High School
Proposal Topic: Illinois will decrease the rate of teen substance abuse from current rate(8.55%) to
below national average(8.82%) by 1% through programs presented below.
Position Statement: To inform the people of Illinois that the rate of teen substance abuse is highly
elevated. Illinois is failing at promoting substance abuse information targeted to teens for their
safety. Now, there may not be one definite solution, but there are a plethora of opportunities that
would better inform youth to remain drug free.

1.
2.
3.
4.

5.

Proposal:
The D.A.R.E. program that is exercised during grammar school should be expanded on through high
school. Many students are uneducated about the possible negative effects of drugs that have the
potential to harm them.
Schools should have unexpected inspections to prevent and substances entering schools. It should
be mandatory for students to wear clear (see through) backpacks to avoid having drugs in their
reach and make visible the content of their bags.
The state of Illinois should have age restrictions for purchasing over-the-counter drugs. Currently,
many teens are taking advantage of over-the-counter drugs and are abusing drugs.
Penalties for substance abuse should be greater, resulting in an awful consequence. Expand
parental responsibility of teens with substance arrests/offences. Parent/Guardian would be
penalized with fines or even sent to jail if problems continue to repeat after mandatory family drug
counseling.
Parents or legal guardians should play a greater role in teens’ lives. Many parents are unaware of
what their children are doing, leaving them blindsided to the truth.
Expected Results:
Numerous teens are able to obtain the proper foundation to be educated about this ongoing
conflict. These tools can benefit these teens later in life. Also, the health of teens that are abusing
these substances can drastically decrease and lead to worse situations that are not intended.
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Proposal Author: Daniel Song
Delegation: Mt. Vernon
Proposal Topic: Using standardized tests to evaluate and improve schools and teaching.
Position Statement: I am opposed to standardized testing. I feel like there is a better way to test
student’s to measure how much knowledge we have.
Proposal:
1. Standardized test scores do not show all of a student’s knowledge that can also be useful in life.
For example, schools have cut backs on the arts, civics, history, and physical education because
those subjects are not on the standardized tests. If a student excels in one of those subjects they
are not acknowledged on standardized testing, so it doesn’t show what other talents they have.
Some test and materials that students learn are not even included in the test. These tests do not
let students use their knowledge in different subjects to prove what else they know. Some better
ways to evaluate a student’s achievements could be teacher observations, documentation of the
student’s body of work, and a performance based assessment. These ways involve direct evaluation
of real learning tasks and provide useful materials to teachers, parents, and students.
2. Standardized tests are not very accurate either. These tests are very important, so students will do
anything to pass them. Some students cheat and get other students to take the test for them.
Students also stress about these tests, which is called test anxiety. Stress can take a big toll on
your testing ability and makes it very unfair for students who deal with stress poorly or are poor
test takers. These tests only show the results for a single kind of test. The students could know the
material in class, but try to cram all the formulas in before the test. This is not effective because
right after the test, they forget it anyways. So the test does not accurately reflect the student’s
knowledge.
3.

Standardized tests should be done in a way to show student improvement rather than having a set
goal and rankings for student knowledge. This does not make the teachers or students look good
and it also does not fairly evaluate a student. The teachers help improve a student’s grade but
there is only so much they can do to help a student depending on how much the student already
knows. They both should be evaluated in improvement over time and not just for one test.
Standardized testing does not fairly judge students since most of the time it's a one day test. If
students do not meet the set goal of the standardized tests, they are looked down upon. This
discourages the student from taking the tests, but if they were congratulated on improving, they
will want to keep improving. This is why i think standardized testing is important but needs to be
changed.
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4. Teachers should not be judged too harshly on the scores of their students because all
students
come from different backgrounds. A teacher who teaches very wealthy kids, who have tutors, is
going to produce better grades than a teacher who teaches at a low budget high school where kids
have a rough background and no help at home. I think if you use grades to judge a teacher, you
should look into the background of the students and school they go to. The school needs to have a
standard considering the background of its students and the state needs to know which areas have
lower education and which areas have more privileges.
Expected results: Standardized tests will be improved not completely gotten rid of, so students can
show their knowledge in other subjects. The tests will be fixed for students, so it will show later
results of student improvement. Standardized tests results will not be used to judge teachers
unfairly without looking into the different backgrounds of the students and the schools. I see the
standardized test being more effective and fixed if we can change these examples i've given.
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Proposal Author(s):

Megan Thomason

Delegation:

Stagg High School

Proposal Topic:

High school schedules should have four day weeks with three day

weekends.
Position Statement:

To alter the current schedule of five school days and two weekend days would be

productive for high school students. By changing this schedule it gives students time for rest, reduces
stress, allows kids to take part in other activities and clubs, and grants more time for jobs. Five day
weeks are not adequate for the load on students in high school.
Proposal:
1.
By having three day weekends and four day school days allows students to maintain
the healthy hours of sleep. Not receiving the correct amount of sleep affects students
ability to learn and concentrate. Numerous studies express the importance of teens
getting 8-10 hours of sleep every night. Reports show that only 15% of teenagers
receive 8 hours of sleep on school nights. Sleep is vital to teens especially because of
their developing brains.
2.

By revising the schedule to four school days and three weekend days would reduce
teen stress. 31% of teens report feeling overwhelmed and 30% report feeling depressed
as a result of stress. Students need more time to complete all of the demanding school
work.

3.

Altering the current schedule would allow kids to take part in other activities and
clubs. Colleges value student involvement in order to see if a student has dedication,
leadership, balance, and specialization. More time is needed in order to participate in
clubs/ activities and current school schedules do not give enough.

4.

Modifying the regular schedule grants students more time for jobs which is helpful in
various ways. Many teens need to have a job in order to go to college or even to meet the
basic living standards. Studies show that the total number of people living in lowincome working families now stands at 47.5 million, including 23.5 million children. They
also show that only 1 in 10 low-income families can afford college. Revising this
schedule will not only allow teens to have a job, but to also have a better future overall.

Expected Results:
With the change of four school days and three weekend days, students’ overall education and health
would improve. Adding on, students would have more time for jobs and activities/clubs which would
result in them being more college-bound. Less stress and more rest will better students’ well-being.
In other words, this schedule change would immensely improve students’ lives.
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Proposal Author:

Gabe Tisdale

Delegation:

Mount Vernon

Proposal Topic:
Position Statement:

2016-2017

Steps that should be taken to help Illinois better utilize its natural resources
Illinois needs to step up its coal, oil, and natural gas production. By doing so,

we can become an energy leader in the United States. Not only do we need to step up our coal, oil, and
natural gas production, but we also need to work on new technology to make it faster, cleaner, and more
efficient. We can also use renewable energy such as; solar, wind, hydroelectric, and geothermal.
Proposal:
1. Illinois needs to make more coal mines, because the demand for energy is rising and we
need to increase production to meet the new demand. Also if we produce too much energy
we could sell it to other countries to help Illinois with its debt.
2. We need to increase our use of renewable energy sources. Coal, oil and natural gas won’t
always be here so we need to slowly transfer over to renewable energy sources such as
solar, wind, hydroelectric, and geothermal.
3. We can make this switch by making more solar, wind, hydroelectric, and geothermal plants.
After we make the plants we slowly use them more and more until we no longer need coal,
natural gas, and oil.
4. Illinois can produce more energy than we need to prepare for emergencies and to sell to
other places to get more money flowing in Illinois.
5. we can get the money to do this by raising taxes, but after a while the plants will start to
produce a lot more money than its receiving and we can start to lower the taxes.
Expected Results:
The expected results are, increased energy production, for Illinois to become a “powerhouse” of
energy production, and for us to get more money flowing in Illinois.
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Proposal Author: Maggie Turner
Delegation: Mt.Vernon
Proposal Topic: To inform the people of Illinois that a change in our student's schedule can be more
effective. The Starting times of school as of now are not improving learning and developing.
However if schools are willing to carry out these changes, we would most likely see a rise in their
improvement.
Proposal:
1.A majority of Illinois schools have start times before 8 a.m. Having a start time this early is
hurting the students and affecting their learning.
2. Teens need to at least have 8 ½ hours of sleep each night. Many students are having
trouble going to bed early when they have homework or extra curricular activities. With an extra
hour of sleep the students would have a greater opportunity to be successful.
3. If schools would shift their start times to 9 a.m. ,students would have the amount of sleep they
would need and learn more effectively in school. For Example, if a student has a practice tell 9 and
has a lot of homework to do and doesn't get to bed tell 11, and the student had to wake up at 8
a.m. they would receive 9 hours of sleep.
4. If the schools push back the start time, they will see the students improvements in their school
work. This means more involvement in class, higher testing scores, and becoming more of a
successful student.
5. Being a successful student means more students will graduate. Allowing kids to get more rest
means fewer car accidents, and a decrease in our unemployment rates and impaired physical
function are more likely to happen when teen have less then 8 1\2 hours of sleep.
Expected Results: With the early start times, students in illinois are being limited without even
realising it! A change of starting time can drastically increase the number of students successful in
school, the number who graduate, and many more who will have the potential to have a successful
job. This small change will change our students future for the better.
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Proposal Author(s):

Jessica Wojciechowski

Delegation:

Stagg High School

Proposal Topic:

High school schedules should have four day weeks with three day weekends.

Position Statement:

To alter the current schedule of five school days and two weekend days would be

productive for high school students. By changing this schedule it gives students time for rest, reduces
stress, allows kids to take part in other activities and clubs, and grants more time for jobs. Five day
weeks are not adequate for the load on students in high school.
Proposal:
1.
By having three day weekends and four day school days allows students to maintain
the healthy hours of sleep. Not receiving the correct amount of sleep affects students
ability to learn and concentrate. Numerous studies express the importance of teens
getting 8-10 hours of sleep every night. Reports show that only 15% of teenagers
receive 8 hours of sleep on school nights. Sleep is vital to teens especially because of
their developing brains.
2.

By revising the schedule to four school days and three weekend days would reduce
teen stress. 31% of teens report feeling overwhelmed and 30% report feeling depressed
as a result of stress. Students need more time to complete all of the demanding school
work.

3.

Altering the current schedule would allow kids to take part in other activities and
clubs. Colleges value student involvement in order to see if a student has dedication,
leadership, balance, and specialization. More time is needed in order to participate in
clubs/ activities and current school schedules do not give enough.

4.

Modifying the regular schedule grants students more time for jobs which is helpful in
various ways. Many teens need to have a job in order to go to college or even to meet the
basic living standards. Studies show that the total number of people living in lowincome working families now stands at 47.5 million, including 23.5 million children. They
also show that only 1 in 10 low-income families can afford college. Revising this
schedule will not only allow teens to have a job, but to also have a better future overall.

Expected Results:
With the change of four school days and three weekend days, students’ overall education and health
would improve. Adding on, students would have more time for jobs and activities/clubs which would
result in them being more college-bound. Less stress and more rest will better students’ well-being.
In other words, this schedule change would immensely improve students’ lives.

Gray - 180

Illinois YMCA Youth and Government
State Affairs Forum Proposal

2016-2017

Proposal Author: Brady Young
Delegation: Mount Vernon
Proposal Topic: What should Illinois do to improve police and community relationships and
reinforce the protect and serve motto?
Position Statement: To inform the people of Illinois that the relationship should be improved
between Police officers and the community. Illinois is not doing much to help resolve this issue and
I believe they should be.
Proposal:
1. The State of Illinois needs to start encouraging towns to have town wide activities with police
officers. The state would hold these activities in the towns with the highest crime rate.
2. The state of Illinois should also start requiring towns to have their police officers undergo a social
training class to have the officers know how to connect with the community.
3. Illinois should also start recommending towns to do more ride alongs. This could help the
community see how much pressure that a police officer undergoes in his/her daily job.
4. Illinois should start encouraging cities to offer community policing. Community policing is where an
officer works/patrols in his/her neighborhood. This would make the police officers want to do all
they can to protect their neighborhood.
Expected Results:
More people in the community would look up to the officers and see how much they do to help
them in their daily lives. This could lead to less Law Enforcement Officers (LEO) Deaths. This could
also lead to a lower crime rate in cities. This would strongly increase the relationship between
Officers and their community.
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Proposal Author:

Faris Ziyad

Delegation:

Amos Alonzo Stagg High School

Proposal Topic: How should Illinois communities invest in smart technology to atract new business
and millenials?
Position Statement:

Illinois communities should invest in smart technologies for businesses and

millennials by allocating funds towards public services and products that benefit the users and city.
1.

2.

3.

4.

5.

Proposal:
An investment towards community wide wifi should be made/. Currently many cell towers across our
communities only provide cellular signal, yet have the potential of servicing public wi-fi for
community residents.
Applications with parking information for a community should have investments. Many businesses
would benefit from such an addition of technology; with customers able to find parking, both
business and the economy improve in our neighborhoods.
Investment for improvements of already standing technology such as security cameras and lighting
should allocated. With the ability to further our security and safety of our own backyard, more
millennials would be attracted with such improvements.
Real-time public transportation information is another way to attract millennials and to help
businesses. Many workers and millennials in urban cities rely upon public transportation to get to
and from their destination. With real-time public transportation information, the question of when
a bus, train, etc. is coming is no longer a question. A mobile application would be a great way to
track the local train and bus times. This would benefit businesses with on-time employees and
attract millennials who desire a smarter way to move around the city.
More funding should go towards the upkeep of intact public technologies, such as public touch
screens, which should be updated to be anti-microbial. Also, stop lights and crosswalk light
technology should improve to accommodate for real-time foot and auto traffic. Current lights rely
on a timer that does not compensate for traffic on one street versus another.
Expected Results: With such improvements towards our communities, businesses should improve, in
turn improving the overall economy of Illinois. And, with such an advance in technology in our
communities, more millennials will be drawn to our neighborhood. An expected $600 million in
funding is at least required to jump start these projects, but may yield upwards of 7,000 new jobs
for the people of Illinois. These improvements will be greatly beneficial to all within the community
and all of those to come.
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H-O-01

RI-91
STATE OF ILLINOIS
Sixty-Eighth Session
Illinois Youth Legislature

Referred to Committee: Orange 1

Introduced by:
Senate Sponsor:

Shalu Manoharan

House Sponsor:

Arushi Singh

Co-Sponsors:

Shristi Paul

Delegation:

Waubonsie Valley High School

A BILL
For an Act amending Chapter 105 Section 5, of the Illinois Compiled Statutes, relating to changing
the elementary and high school starting times.
BE IT ENACTED BY THE YMCA YOUTH LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ILLINOIS.
1
2

Section I. Beginning the new 2017-2018 school year, the Illinois State Board of Education will be
required to change all public school timings to maximize productivity among students.

3
4

Section II. If a school district was to violate this act, the Illinois State Board of Education will
reduce needed funding towards the district.

5
6

Section III. This mandate will need no funding from the state. The change in times will be enforced
through agreement within the school district boards.

7
8

Section IV. This Bill shall go into effect on August 1, 2017 upon the signature of the Youth
Governor of the State of Illinois.

Orange - 2

H-O-01
LOBBYIST POSITION PAPER

Lobbyist Name:
Pranav Gunniya
Delegation:
Waubonsie Valley High School
Aligned with Preliminary Bill #:
RI - 91
I strongly encourage the YMCA Youth Legislature to pass a bill that requires for high schools to start
later in the day.
Appropriate school start times allows for students to grow healthily and function with their maximum
potential.
The bell schedules would change, with elementary schools starting first, then middle/junior high schools,
and then high schools. This would be effective throughout the week. Also, for high school students, if
they are in a varsity sport, they would have physical education for their last class in order to start their
sport earlier. Having high schools have their start times later can provide for them to receive sufficient
sleep. Studies show that high schools don’t get as much sleep as they need since they only get from 7 to
7 to ¼ instead of the required 9 to 9 ¼ hours (helpguide.org). The factors of this are that the body
adopts a new sleep schedule after puberty which shifts their bodily clocks 2 hours forward
(nationwidechildrens.org). They also don’t get enough sleep since high schools start earlier and after
school activities and homework bear down on their sleep schedule. As a result of this, teenagers’ moods,
behavior, cognitive abilities, and academic performance will take a hit in a matter of productivity
(sleepfoundation.org). A loss of sleep can lead to a problem in your ability to listen, learn, concentrate,
and solve problems as well as memory problems as well as being prone to pimples
(nationwidechildrens.org). It also contributes to illness, drowsy driving, consumption of unhealthy foods,
use of inappropriate behavior as well as the use of alcohol and drugs (sleepfoundation.org). Having a
later high school schedule will solve all of these problems since they can get enough sleep-in order to
start the day right. This way, high school students, will be able to function properly, get the required
amount of rest, and that way they can fit into their bodily clocks, and feel good about themselves.
Elementary school students also have little to no homework according to the National Parent-Teacher
Association and National Education Association (Cnn.com) as well only 5% of kids in kindergarten
through 2nd grade and 4% of kids in 3rd through 5th grade is in an after-school activity whereas 99% of
high schoolers are in clubs (Nces.ed.gov). They also have much more extra time than a high schooler
does to get sleep, so this change wouldn’t affect at all. I, for one have experience the effects of sleep
deprivation as a high school student, as I feel groggy and un-productive in my earliest classes which is
proven with my bad grades in those classes. Meanwhile, my brother, an elementary school student, gets
up at the same time as I do and feels very productive in the morning, whereas I do not exactly feel like I
can do anything in the mornings.
Summary:

I will support all legislation that will require high schools to start later on in the day.
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H-O-02
STATE OF ILLINOIS
Sixty-Eighth Session
Illinois Youth Legislature

Introduced by:

Referred to Committee: Orange 1

Senate Sponsor:

Isabella Gugliotta

House Sponsor:

Camryn Beyers

Co-Sponsors:

Alexandria DeNeve, Amanda Pacyna

Delegation:

Oswego
A BILL

For an Act amending Chapter 105 Section 5 Article 27, of the Illinois Compiled Statutes,
relating to Sex Education.
BE IT ENACTED BY THE YMCA YOUTH LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ILLINOIS.
1
2
3
4
5
6

Section I. Schools districts are required to teach comprehensive sex education. This can be
accomplished as a separate course or as a part of the current Health Education curriculum.
Comprehensive sex education is defined in Section II. The local school district will have the
authority to choose when to offer this according to community standards but it must be
developmentally and age-appropriate, medically accurate, evidence-based, and
comprehensive.

7
8
9
10
11
12

Section II. Course instruction shall teach pupils about consent and sexual harassment. The
material and instruction shall also encourage youth to resist negative peer pressure. Course
shall provide pupils with the knowledge and skills they need to develop healthy attitudes
concerning adolescent growth and development, body image, gender, sexual orientation,
relationships, marriage, and family. Course material and instruction shall include abstinence
and contraception for the prevention of pregnancy and sexually transmitted diseases.

13
14
15

Section III. A $500 fine per student who does not receive the education in the health
course, paid to the state government for every year the district does not provide the
course.

16
17
18

Section IV. The Illinois Department of Education in cooperation with the Illinois School
Board of Education will enforce the law and local school districts will be responsible for the
cost of implementing the new curriculum.

19
20

Section V. This Bill shall go into effect on August 1, 2018 upon the signature of the Youth
Governor of the State of Illinois.
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H-O-03

STATE OF ILLINOIS
Sixty-Eighth Session
Illinois Youth Legislature

Introduced by:

Referred to Committee: Orange 1

Senate Sponsor:

Benjamin Paoletti

House Sponsor:

Roxanne Vermaas

Co-Sponsors:

Courtney Bergsiek

Delegation:

Batavia

A BILL

For an Act amending Article VIII Section V, of the Illinois Constitution, relating
to pensions.
BE IT ENACTED BY THE YMCA YOUTH LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ILLINOIS.
1
2
3
4

Section I. Membership in any pension or retirement system of the
State, any unit of local government or school district, or any agency or
instrumentality thereof, shall be an enforceable contractual relationship,
the benefits of which can be diminished or impaired.

5
6

Section II. The Illinois General Assembly shall have the power to enforce
this article by appropriate legislation.

7
8
9
10

Section III. The Illinois Public Retirement System (ILPRS) will be
established in order to manage and fund pension assets for public
employees in the state of Illinois. A nine-member Board of Trustees will
govern ILPRS.

11
12
13

Section IV. A Pension Debt Relief Fund will be created and funded by
raising excise taxes 5% on all tobacco, alcohol, and cigarette products
and taxing future marijuana products in the State of Illinois.

14
15

Section V. This amendment shall go into effect immediately following a
successful referendum of the people of Illinois.
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H-O-04

STATE OF ILLINOIS
Sixty-Eighth Session
Illinois Youth Legislature

Introduced by:

Referred to Committee: Orange 1

Senate Sponsor:

Christian Larson

House Sponsor:

Griffin Walnoha

Co-Sponsors:
Delegation:

Warren Township High SchoolZero-Tolerance policies in public schools.

A BILL
For an Act Chapter 122, Section 105, of the Illinois Compiled Statutes, relating to ZeroTolerance policies in public schools..
BE IT ENACTED BY THE YMCA YOUTH LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ILLINOIS.
1
2
3

Section I. The usage of “Zero-Tolerance” policies is to be prohibited in public schools. The
implementation of public policies is to be ceased immediately, and any policies defined as
“Zero-Tolerance” policies that are currently in use are to be retracted immediately.

4
5
6
7
8
9

Section II. A Zero-Tolerance policy is to be defined as any policy or group of policies that: Is
self-described as being a Zero-Tolerance Policy, punishes an offense with legal/criminal
repercussions for the violation of school code, that punishes an alleged infraction of school
code with the automatic execution of a form of discipline without evaluation of the
circumstances as well as the parties involved, and restricts the right of a student that is
protected by law or the constitution.

10
11
12
13

Section III. If a situation involving the violation of State or Federal law arises then the
situation shall be referred to the proper authorities. Students who violate such laws may be
temporarily detained by the security of the school and then turned over to the proper
authorities.

14

Section IV. Any person who is guilty of violating this act is guilty of a petty offense.

15
16

Section V. This Bill shall go into effect on August 1st, 2017 upon the signature of the
Youth Governor of the State of Illinois.
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H-O-05

STATE OF ILLINOIS
Sixty-Eighth Session
Illinois Youth Legislature

Introduced by:

Referred to Committee: Orange 2

Senate Sponsor:

Chatelle Hicks

House Sponsor:

Kyle Larry

Co-Sponsors:
Delegation:

Kenwood Academy High School

A BILL
For an Act creating chaper 415 section 160, of the Illinois Compiled Statutes, relating to
recycling in public schools.
BE IT ENACTED BY THE YMCA YOUTH LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ILLINOIS.
1
2

Section I. This bill shall be entitled “Refuse To Reuse Means Abuse.” It will
require all public K-12 schools to implement a mandatory recycling program.

3
4
5
6
7
8

Section II. This bill will make it mandatory for all public schools to practice recycling
appropriate materials during the school year. “Refuse to Reuse Means Abuse” requires that
recycling pick-ups be sent to each school at least once every nine (9) school days. This bill
will be funded by the taxpayers of that school district. The use of the recycling bins will be
tracked by the school district and report any lack of recycling or improper recycling to the
Illinois Environmental Protection Agency.

9
10

Section III. This bill will be enforced by the Illinois Environmental Protection Agency. Failure
for school districts to comply will result in a $300 fine for each pick-up cycle.

11
12

Section IV. This Bill shall go into effect on January 2nd, 2018 upon the signature of the
Youth Governor of the State of Illinois.
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H-O-05
LOBBYIST POSITION PAPER
Lobbyist's Name: Adele Pereira
Delegation: Kenwood Academy High School
Aligned with Preliminary Bill#: RII-17
I encourage the YMCA Youth Legislature to pass a bill that requires all public K-12 schools to
implement a mandatory recycling program.
Our schools should be mandated to recycle any reusable items because it will create good
recycling habits with students and staff and reduce excess waste. There remains an
overwhelming amount of schools in Illinois without the resources and/or desire to convert to
technology run class systems. Therefore, it is essential that the state address the impact of
that paper use (as well as other recyclable materials) and allow them the convenience of
recycling. Younger students can learn how to recycle regularly and older students will create
habits out of recycling. By making recycling mandatory, it will be in every school and
therefore be more convenient. It is more likely that students and teachers will recycle if it is
easy for them. Moreover, the current use of paper in classrooms will be more
environmentally friendly.
Although some Illinois schools already recycle, mandating recycling statewide would have a
significant impact. In a study by the Minnesota Pollution Control Agency, it was discovered
that over 78% of school waste could be diverted from the trash to organics composting and
container/paper recycling collection programs. They also found that the K-12 public schools
in their state generated an estimated 483,520 pounds of waste per day. There are 2048
schools in Minnesota. There are 4,493 public schools in Illinois. We have more than twice
the number of public schools, currently throwing away tons of trash, that could be
benefitting from recycling instead.
The bill will also convey the state’s concern for the well being of the ecosystem. That value
should be carried from preschool throughout adult life. By implementing rules that help the
Earth, those affected will have a better understanding of it’s importance. Recycling
programs in our schools would help avoid unnecessary refuse and in the long run help
protect the planet. By mandating recycling in our public school system, the State of Illinois
would help reduce waste and teach students about the importance of conserving the Earth.
Summary: I will support all legislation that promotes environmental conservation or
education in public schools.
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STATE OF ILLINOIS
Sixty-Eigth Session
Illinois Youth Legislature

Introduced by:

Referred to Committee Orange 2

Senate Sponsor:

Katie King

House Sponsor:

Adrianna Fedderke

Co-Sponsors:

Destiny Boswell

Delegation:

Sesser-Valier
A BILL

For an Act Amending to Title I, Section 1001, Subsections 2,8 amd 10, of the Illinois
Compiled Statutes, relating to the Education of the English learners and the learning
disabled.
BE IT ENACTED BY THE YMCA YOUTH LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ILLINOIS.
1
2
3

Section I. Schools that educate students requiring need of special services, including
Learning disabilities and English language learners, must provide an aide for every five
students.

4
5
6
7
8

Section II. If the school does not provide an aide they will lose a portion of state school
funding. The school will decide which department of funding from the state they would like
to take the funding for the aides out of. If the school doesn’t choose which department to
use for the aides then, the funding will be taken from extra/co-curricular activities funds
from the state.

9
10
11
12

Section III. The funding for this law will come from the Illinois State Board of Education. The
school can also fundraise to help pay for supplies needed for the aide to assist the
students. Salaries for the potential new staff will also be funded as necessary, if there are
more students than staff to fulfill the five to one ratio of students to aide staff.

13
14
15
16

Section IV. Aides will not have the salary as an average school teacher. Their salary will vary
depending on how many hours they put into the week assisting the students, and what the
student needs their attendance for, and how many students they attend to, maximum of
five.

17
18

Section V. This Bill shall go into effect on July 1st, 2017 upon the signature of the Youth
Governor of the State of Illinois.
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STATE OF ILLINOIS
Sixty-Eighth Session
Illinois Youth Legislature
Introduced by:

Referred to Committee: Orange 2

Senate Sponsor:

Sam Atac

House Sponsor:

Celia Millane

Co-Sponsors:

Zach Gidding

Delegation:

Batavia High School
A BILL

For an Act Amending Chapter 315 Article 12 Section 87, of the Illinois Compiled Statutes,
relating to requiring the usage of solar energy on any state funded building.
BE IT ENACTED BY THE YMCA YOUTH LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ILLINOIS.
1
2
3

Section I. All public schools, county buildings, city buildings and buildings occupied by state
funded organizations are required to have a percentage of their annual energy usage come
from a sustainable solar energy source.

4
5
6

Section II. If a building occupied by a state funded organization also houses non-state funded
organizations, only the energy usage of the state funded portion of said building is subject
of the solar energy requirement.

7
8
9

Section III. If the building fails to meet the percentage requirement then the organization will
stop receiving a percentage of funding equal to the percentage of solar energy required that is
not being met, managed by the Environmental Protection Agency of Illinois.

10
11

Section IV. Each building must fund their own solar energy source in order for the state
funding to remain maintained.

12
13

Section V. The percentage of solar energy required will start at 10% and every 10 years it will
increase by 5% until the percentage required reaches 100%.

14
15

Section IV. This Bill shall go into effect on January 1, 2024 upon the signature of he Youth
Governor of the State of Illinois.
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WKDWFDQJXLGHWKHRQFHYXOQHUDEOH\RXWKWROLYHDOLIHIXOORIKDSSLQHVVVXFFHVVDQGRWKHUDVSHFWV
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([SDQGLQJWKHVH5HGHSOR\3URJUDPVKDVEHHQVXFFHVVIXOIRUWKHVWDWHRI,OOLQRLV5HVHDUFKKDV
VKRZQWKDWQRQYLROHQWRIIHQGHUVDUHOHVVOLNHO\WRDVVRFLDWHWKHPVHOYHVZLWKFULPLQDOEHKDYLRULI
WKH\VWD\LQWKHLUKRPHFRPPXQLWLHVDQGFRQWULEXWHWRVRFLHW\E\FRQIURQWLQJSUREOHPVVXFKDV
PHQWDOLOOQHVVHVVXEVWDQFHDEXVHWHUULEOHOLYLQJFRQGLWLRQVHWF1RWRQO\GRHVWKLVEHQHILWWKLV
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WRLQFDUFHUDWH\RXWKZLWKDIDLOXUHUDWHLWFRXOGSRWHQWLDOO\FRVWIURPWKURXJK
WKH5HGHSOR\SURJUDPZLWKDVXFFHVVUDWH,OOLQRLVKDVH[SDQGHGIURPIRXUVLWHVWRHLJKWVLWHV
IURP,PDJLQHKRZVDIHUFRPPXQLWLHVZRXOGEHLI,OOLQRLVGLGQµWODFNUHVRXUFHVLQRUGHUWR
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Orange - 11

7KH5HGHSOR\3URJUDPJLYHVWKHVXSSRUWIDPLOLHVFDQQRWJLYHWRWKHLUFKLOGUHQ$GHDWKRIDORYHG
RQHIDPLO\SUREOHPVEXOO\LQJHWFFDQSRWHQWLDOO\VHQGWKRVHDIIHFWHGPRVWGRZQDURDGZKHUHLW
LVDOPRVWLPSRVVLEOHWRWXUQEDFN7DNH\HDUROG3KLOLS*UDFHIIDIRUH[DPSOH+LVFULPHUHFRUG
IURPVWHDOLQJFDUVVKRSOLIWLQJWRKDQJLQJRXWZLWKWKHZURQJNLGVDWVFKRROZDVDFRSLQJ
PHFKDQLVPIRUKLVIDWKHUµVGHDWK+LVPRPZRUNLQJIXOOWLPHZDVXQDEOHWRJLYHKLPDQ\VXSSRUW
,PDJLQHKRZPDQ\RWKHU\RXQJDGXOWVDUHSXWLQVLPLODUVLWXDWLRQVLQWKHVWDWHRI,OOLQRLVWKH\JR
WKURXJKOLIHZLWKRXWVXSSRUWDQGOLYHDOLIHRIFULPHVQDWFKLQJWKHLUSRWHQWLDOO\EULJKWIXWXUHDZD\
IURPWKHP3KLOLSKDVEHHQDEOHWRKROGDMREDQGJHWEDFNRQWUDFNDIWHUUHFHLYLQJKHOSIURPWKH
5HGHSOR\3URJUDP6XSSRUWLVQHFHVVDU\IRUVXFFHVVDQGWKLVSURJUDPLVDEOHWRSURYLGHLWLQDQ
HIILFLHQWPDQQHU
5HGHSOR\SURJUDPVZLOOQRWRQO\KHOSWKH\RXWKRI,OOLQRLVEXWDOVRVDYHPXFKQHHGHGPRQH\WKDW
KDYHEHHQVSHQWRQSULVRQFRVWV
6XPPDU\,ZLOOVXSSRUWDOOOHJLVODWLRQWKDWSURPRWHVFRPPXQLW\EDVHGVHUYLFHVIRUQRQYLROHQW
RIIHQGHUVUDWKHUWKDQLQFDUFHUDWLRQ 



5HGHSOR\,OOLQRLV5HGHSOR\,OOLQRLV5HGHSOR\,OOLQRLVQG:HE0DU
KWWSZZZUHGHSOR\LOOLQRLVRUJUHGHSOR\LOOLQRLV!
5HGHSOR\,OOLQRLV&KLOGUHQ&KLOGUHQ V+RPH$LG&KLOGUHQ V+RPH$LGQG:HE-DQ
KWWSZZZFKLOGUHQVKRPHDQGDLGRUJUHGHSOR\LOOLQRLV!
6PLWK3DWULFN)RU6RPH,OOLQRLV.LGV%XGJHW%DWWOH0HDQV*RLQJWR3ULVRQ,QVWHDGRI+RPH
:LOOUDGLRWYRQOLQH8QLYHUVLW\RI,OOLQRLVQG:HE-DQ
KWWSVZLOOLOOLQRLVHGXQHZVVWRU\IRUVRPHLOOLQRLVNLGVEXGJHWEDWWOHPHDQVJRLQJWRSULVRQ
LQVWHDGRIKRPH!







Orange - 12

RII-39

H-O-08

STATE OF ILLINOIS
Sixty-Eighth Session
Illinois Youth Legislature
Introduced by:
Senate Sponsor:

Jelena Mihailovic

Referred to Committee:

House Sponsor:

Annalee Johnson

Co-Sponsors:

Michelle Launi

Delegation:

Westmont
A BILL

For an Act Amending Chapter410 Section 230, of the Illinois Compiled Statutes, relating to
Limits on multiple embryo transfers .
BE IT ENACTED BY THE YMCA YOUTH LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ILLINOIS.
1
2
3

Section I. Illinois state laws regarding reproductive health will now require a limit on the
number of embryos transferred during each reproductive cycle during assisted reproductive
treatments (ART).

4
5
6
7

Section II. Physicians and fertility clinics will only permit for a maximum of 3 embryos to be
transferred during each reproductive cycle during IVF and assisted reproductive treatments.
This limit is meant to curb the negative health and economic effects associated with
multiple gestations.

8
9
10
11
12

Section III. Any fertility clinic know to have disregarded this law and limitation will be fined
up to $500,000 and will face the possibility of closure and loss of registration with the
American Society of Reproductive Medicine (ASRM). In addition, any practicing physician
known to have broken this limitation will be fined up to $100,000 and will face the possible
loss of their license.

13
14

Section IV. The American Society of Reproductive Medicine will regulate fertility clinics and
ensure that they follow this law or the limit of 3 embryo transfers per reproductive cycle.

15
16

Section VI. This Bill shall go into effect on June 1, 2018 upon the signature of the Youth
Governor of the State of Illinois.
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H-O-09

STATE OF ILLINOIS
Sixty-Eighth Session
Illinois Youth Legislature
Introduced by:
Senate Sponsor:

Ally Roehm

Referred to Committee: Orange 3

House Sponsor:

Grace Styve

Co-Sponsors:

Jaycee Garner, Emily Kovarik

Delegation:

Sesser-Valier

A BILL
For an Act creating Chapter 95, Section 12 of the Illinois Compiled Statutes, relating to those
convicted of a DUI.
BE IT ENACTED BY THE YMCA YOUTH LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ILLINOIS.
1
2

Section I. Any person convicted of driving under the influence shall be prohibited from working as a
school bus driver for ten years after the date of conviction.

3
4

Section II. Driving while under the influence refers to driving under the influence of alcohol, other
drug or drugs, intoxicating compound or compounds or any combination thereof.

5

Section III. This will apply to any person convicted of a DUI on or after January 1, 2018.

6
7

Section IV. This Bill shall go into effect on January 1, 2018 upon the signature of the Youth
Governor of the State of Illinois.

Orange - 14

H-O-09

LOBBYIST POSITION PAPER
Lobbyist’s Name:

Tyler Winchester

Delegation:

Sesser- Valier High School

Aligned with Preliminary Bill:

Rlll-25

I encourage the Youth YMCA Legislature to pass a bill that does not allow bus drivers to drive a
bus in 10 years after getting a DUI.
Our schools should not be allowed to let a past DUI person get to risk the lives of young kids.
People need to realize that they are putting theirkids’ lives in danger by not putting a stop to this.
What if they decide to drink and drive again? This should be put into affect not only for the kids on
the bus but the people in the cars around them.
Bus drivers should be taught to keep children safe and be able to risk their lives for the kids. A
study in 2015 was said that wrecks caused by DUI’s happened once every 53 seconds. This should
be taught at a young age not to drink in drive or be under the influence of drugs. In 2014 research
says that 9,996 people were killed by drunk drivers you should not let this risk of drunk driving be
put into your kids.
Not allowing people with a DUI to drive a bus in 10 years would help protect all people. By doing
this we could cause less death and more safe travel for your kids, the State of Illinois would help
keep tons of people safe.
Summary: I will support any legislation that promotes safe travel for children.
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STATE OF ILLINOIS
Sixty-Eighth Session
Illinois Youth Legislature

Introduced by:

Referred to Committee: Orange 3

Senate Sponsor:

Elsa Broemmelsiek

House Sponsor:

Grace Gerardi

Co-Sponsors:

Aidan Meadows

Delegation:

Batavia
A Bill

For an Act creating Chapter 122 of the Illinois Compiled Statutes Article 105, Section
28, relating to mandating L.G.B.T. inclusive sex education in state-funded schools.
BE IT ENACTED BY THE YMCA YOUTH LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ILLINOIS.
1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9

Section I. This bill will mandate that sexual education in Illinois public schools will provide
scientifically supported, medically correct, and comprehensive information about contraception
and prevention of sexually transmitted infections which applies to both heterosexual
and lesbian, gay, bisexual, and transgender (L.G.B.T.) students that is verified or supported
by research conducted in compliance with scientific methods and published in peer-reviewed
journals, where appropriate, and recognized as accurate and objective by professional
organizations and agencies with expertise in the relevant field, such as the federal Centers for
Disease Control and Prevention, the American Public Health Association, the American
Academy of Pediatrics, and the American College of Obstetricians and Gynecologists.

10
11
12
13
14
15

Section II. All schools in Illinois funded by the state will provide mandatory sexual education.
which includes medical, psychiatric, psychological, evidence-based, or statistical information
that is verified or supported by research conducted by recognized medical, psychiatric,
psychological, and public health professionals or organizations, regarding prevention of
unplanned pregnancy and sexually transmitted infections. The curriculum will not include
abstinence as the only method of preventing the above conditions.

16
17
18
19
20
21
22

Section III. The curriculum mentioned in Section II shall be made tailored to all students,
including those who are lesbian, gay, bisexual and/or transgender regardless of the known
presence of LGBT individuals. This entails representing LGBT individuals in topics such as
prevention of sexually transmitted infections, healthy relationships, and prevention of
pregnancy. Every school district will be required to allocate $50 per student to materials and
services to further sexual education. Failure to comply will result in a fine of $50 per student
which increases by 5% for every year of noncompliance.

23
24

Section IV. This Bill shall go into effect on August 1, 2017, upon the signature of the Youth
Governor of the State of Illinois.
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STATE OF ILLINOIS
Sixty-Eighth Session
Illinois Youth Legislature

Introduced by:

Referred to Committee: Orange 3

Senate Sponsor:

Abril Hunter

House Sponsor:

Kamryn Martin-Giacalone

Co-Sponsors:
Delegation:

Gateway Region YMCA

A BILL
For an Act Amending Section 775/45 , of the Illinois Compiled Statutes, relating to
Homelessness.
1
2

BE IT ENACTED BY THE YMCA YOUTH LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ILLINOIS.
Section I. Law This bill will provide an incentive for counties to employ men and women
without homes for day work in the state of Illinois.

3
4
5
6
7
8
9

Section II. Administration Day work will consist of labor-intensive jobs that require very
little experience. Each county will be required to employ a minimum of 20 homeless men and
women per day with no maximum requirement. Day work completed will benefit county and
state facilities and infrastructures and help the upkeep of the exterior premises. Also
included will be state and county roads and highways. These homeless men and women will
receive current state minimum wage and work for a minimum of four hours, with no
maximum requirement.

10
11
12
13

Section III. Funding The funding for this bill will be provided for by the Illinois property tax.
To fund this bill, only 0.035% of property taxes will be needed per year on average for all
counties in Illinois. Each county will pay a minimum of $136.74 per year per person to help
accomplish this system.

14
15
16
17
18

Section IV. Regulations The only homeless people eligible for this program will be required
to have lived in a homeless shelter one day and night prior to being accepted for day work.
Once a person works for one day, that same person will not be able to work again for the
same workweek, to enable equal opportunity for all people. These people must physically be
able to perform the duties and tasks that they are given with reasonable accommodations.

Orange - 17
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H-O-11

19
20
21
22

Section V. Penalties If a county refuses to take part in the program described above they
will be fined an amount equivalent to the cost of the minimum required employment each
year. (1040 hours/people per county x 20 people x $8.25/hour) This totals to
approximately $171,600 from the county not the taxpayers each year.

23
24

Section VI. This Bill shall go into effect on July 1, 2017 upon the signature of the Youth
Governor of the State of Illinois.
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STATE OF ILLINOIS
Sixty-Eighth Session
Illinois Youth Legislature
Referred to Committee: Orange 3

Introduced by:
Senate Sponsor:

Jacob Shapiro

House Sponsor:

Keanne Jabbarzadeh

Co-Sponsors:

Joshua Burg, Michael Josephson

Delegation:

Adlai E. Stevenson High School

A BILL
For an Act amending Chapter 720, Article 675, of the Illinois Compiled Statutes, relating to the
legal age for sale of and possession of tobacco.
BE IT ENACTED BY THE YMCA YOUTH LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ILLINOIS.
1
2
3

Section I. No person under 21 years of age shall buy any tobacco product. No person shall
sell, buy for, distribute samples of or furnish any tobacco product to any minor under 21
years of age.

4
5
6

Section II. No person under 21 years of age in the furtherance or facilitation of obtaining
any tobacco product shall display or use a false or forged identification card or transfer,
alter, or deface an identification card.

7
8

Sections III. No person under 21 years of age shall possess any cigar, cigarette, smokeless
tobacco, or tobacco in any of its forms.

9
10
11
12
13
14
15
16

Section IV. Tobacco products listed in this Section may be sold through a vending machine only
if such tobacco products are not placed together with any non-tobacco product, other than
matches, in the vending machine and the vending machine is in any of the following
locations: 1) Places to which persons under 21 years of age are not permitted access, 2)
Places where alcoholic beverages are sold and consumed on the premises and vending
machine is under the direct supervision of the owner or manager, and 3) Places where the
vending machine can only be operated by the owner or an employee over age 21 either
directly or through a remote control device if the device is inaccessible to all customers.

17
18
19

Section V. It is not a violation of this Act for a person under 21 years of age to purchase or
possess a cigar, cigarette, smokeless tobacco or tobacco in any of its forms if the person
under the age of 21 purchases or is given the cigar, cigarette, smokeless tobacco or tobacco
Orange - 19

20
21
22
23
24
25
26
27
28

pursuant to a plan or action to investigate, patrol, or otherwise conduct a "sting operation" or
enforcement action against a retail seller of tobacco products or a person employed by the
retail seller of tobacco products or on any premises authorized to sell tobacco products to
determine if tobacco products are being sold or given to persons under 21 years of age if the
"sting operation" or enforcement action is approved by, conducted by, or conducted on behalf
of the Department of State Police, the county sheriff, a municipal police department, the
Department of Revenue, the Department of Public Health, or a local health department. The
results of any sting operation or enforcement action, including the name of the clerk, shall
be provided to the retail seller within 7 business days.

29
30

Section VI. All above sections will be enforced by local police, with punishments in accordance
with the Illinois Compiled Statutes Chapter 720, Section 675.

31
32
33
34
35
36

Section VII. Any person born before May 31, 2000 will be subject to a “grandfather clause”
and may continue to use tobacco products. Any individual born after May 31, 2000 may not
legally use tobacco products until the age of 21.
Section VIII. This bill shall go into effect on May 31, 2018 upon the signature of the Youth
Governor of the State of Illinois.
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6HFWLRQ , *HQHUDO $VVHPEO\ PHPEHUV ZLOO EH OLPLWHG WR D WRWDORIWZRUHHOHFWLRQVDIWHUWKHLU
LQLWLDO WHUP





6HFWLRQ,,7KLVPHDQVWKDWHYHU\,OOLQRLV6HQDWHPHPEHUZLOORQO\EHDEOHWRVHUYHIRU D WRWDO
RI WHQ \HDUV RU RQH F\FOH RI WKHLU  \HDU VWDJJHUHG WHUPOLPLWDOORWPHQW(YHU\
,OOLQRLV+RXVHRI5HSUHVHQWDWLYHVPHPEHUZLOORQO\EHDEOH WRVHUYHIRUDWRWDORIVL[ \HDUV




6HFWLRQ ,,, 6HQLRU RIILFHV PD\ EH DOORWWHG WR DQ\ PHPEHU DIWHU WKHLU ILUVW WHUPKDVEHHQ
FRPSOHWHGDQGWKH\KDYHEHHQUHHOHFWHG





6HFWLRQ,9*HQHUDO$VVHPEO\PHPEHUVDODULHVWKDWZHUHSUHYLRXVO\HVWDEOLVKHGDQG
GLVWULEXWHGE\VHQLRULW\ZLOOEHUHZULWWHQDSSURSULDWHO\GXULQJWKH
QH[W$VVHPEO\
IROORZLQJWKHHQDFWPHQWRIWKLV ELOO




6HFWLRQ97KLV%LOOVKDOOJRLQWRHIIHFWRQ-DQXDU\XSRQWKHVLJQDWXUHRIWKH<RXWK
*RYHUQRURIWKH6WDWHRI,OOLQRLV
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LOBBYIST POSITION PAPER

Lobbyist Name:

Hannah Jabaay

Delegation:

Stagg High School

Aligned with Preliminary Bill #: RI-27
I encourage the YMCA Youth Legislature to pass a bill enacting term limits for the General Assembly
members. The members of the General Assembly are preventing the opportunity of constituents and
citizens in participating in legislation. Term limits would solve this matter, creating an effective and
less political assembly. The opinion of the citizens will be favored rather than those of political
incumbents. A poll taken in Illinois proves that 78.7 percent of citizens support these term limits
(Good Government). In 2014, thousands and thousands of signatures were taken for petitions on
term limits in Illinois (Good Government). PTerm limits on senators would also cause lobbyists and
campaign contributors to direct their help towards newer candidates, in turn political influence by
incumbents would be lessened. The General Assembly would be populated more by citizens who
would take in the voice of the people if term limits are set.
By enacting these term limits on the General Assembly, state legislatures will become more
effective and the citizens interests will become recognized.

Summary: I will support all legislation that promotes enacting term limits on the General Assembly.
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Lobbyist Position Paper
Lobbyist Name:

Elizabeth Mohda

Delegation:

Amos Alonzo Stagg High School

Aligned with Preliminary Bill#: RI-27
I encourage the YMCA Youth Legislature to pass a bill that improves legislative productiveness by
enacting General Assembly term limits.
There should be a strict policy on term limits for any chance of maximum effectiveness in the
Illinois legislature. Both the Senate and House have dissimilar authorities and objectives with the
people they fulfill their time too. The size difference between the two districts is extensive.This will
allow a good legislator to focus and will help the strong type of representation they are willing to
provide. Say if you want to focus on issues facing the north-central region and you have to pick
one city to represent, but you have to balance the other counties as well,you will not do your best
work. Enacting term limits will allow legislators to do their foremost work. If private citizens agree
on their good work ethic, later on they can re-elect the person.
To create more knowledgeable legislators increasing term limits is the best option. There will be a
sizable amount of legislators that know what to do if they switch out after a couple of years. Also
since they will have limited time in office they will put in their best work effort so they can have a
chance of winning re-election if they really take a pleasure in their work. They will not be
unemployed after they finish their term. They could take an interest in mentoring more junior
representatives so they can produce equally good laws.
This proposed amendment can shift power back to the citizens while maintaining a term limit check
for the elected officials. By enacting General Assembly term limits it will help maximize
effectiveness in the Illinois legislature.
I will support all legislation that improves legislative productiveness by enacting General Assembly
term limits.
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STATE OF ILLINOIS
Sixty-Eighth Session
Illinois Youth Legislature

Introduced by:

Referred to Committee: Orange 4

Senate Sponsor:

Matt DeGarmo

House Sponsor:

Danny Kowalczyk

Co-Sponsors:

Jacob Rogers, Brady Baker

Delegation:

Oswego

A BILL
For an Act Amending Chapter 105, Section 5 Article 27, of the Illinois Compiled Statutes,
relating to Physical Education requirements in public high schools.
BE IT ENACTED BY THE YMCA YOUTH LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ILLINOIS.
1
2
3

Section I. This law will remove the mandate that public high schools must provide students
a minimum of four physical education classes, one each year, throughout their four years in
the school. A one semester health course will remain a requirement.

4
5
6

Section II. The State of Illinois will not require students to partake in physical education
classes. Local school boards will have final discretion in the number of years a student must
partake in physical education.

7
8

Section III. The physical education classes will still be available for selection as an elective
course offering at the school board’s discretion.

9
10

Section IV. School districts will have no financial obligation in regards to the removal of the
mandate.

11
12

Section V. This Bill shall go into effect on August 1, 2018 upon the signature of the Youth
Governor of the State of Illinois.
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STATE OF ILLINOIS
Sixty-Eighth Session
Illinois Youth Legislature

Introduced by:

Referred to Committee: Orange 4

Senate Sponsor:

Gabrielle Spapperi

House Sponsor:

Roksana Lech

Co-Sponsors:

Franca Lolos, Lindsey Malhiot

Delegation:

Lake Park High School

A BILL
For an Act Amending Chapter 730, Section 5, Article 8, of the Illinois Compiled Statutes,
relating to Solitary Confinement.
BE IT ENACTED BY THE YMCA YOUTH LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ILLINOIS.
1
2
3
4
5

Section I. This bill will limit the usage of solitary confinement in prisons to a maximum of
five hours at a time, without exceeding a total of seventy two hours within a 180 day span.
Prisoners will be given the choice to go outside within their time in disciplinary segregation
due to mental and physical health concerns. This legislation will require the usage of written
referrals from correctional officers in order to place an inmate in solitary confinement.

6
7

Section II. Failure to comply with these regulations will result in withdrawn funding for the
prison.

8
9
10
11

Section III. This bill shall be funded by the Illinois Department of Corrections. This bill will
not cost any additional amount but rather cut costs by two-thirds of the amount it takes to
house prisoners in solitary confinement. These funds will be reallocated back into the
prisons rehabilitation programs.

12
13

Section IV. This bill shall go into effect on January 1, 2018 upon the signature of the Youth
Governor of the State of Illinois.
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STATE OF ILLINOIS
Sixty-Eighth Session
Illinois Youth Legislature

Introduced by:
Senate Sponsor:

Referred to Committee: Orange 4
Kevin Jolani

House Sponsor:

Julius Catchings

Co-Sponsors:

Brandi Konkel

Delegation:

Gateway Region YMCA
A Bill

For an act (415 ILCS 5/3.160), of the Illinois Compiled Statutes, relating to Amending the
previously enacted Compiled Statutes regarding general construction or demolition debris.
BE IT ENACTED BY THE YMCA YOUTH LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ILLINOIS.
1
2
3
4

Section I. The Law For the state of Illinois, this law would require all commercial building
construction projects to produce no more than 5% material waste throughout the project. In
addition, 75-100% of recyclable waste, must be recycled. These materials include, but are not
limited to, concrete, wood, and bricks.

5
6
7

Section II. Consequences Breaking this law will result in a fine of $7,500 for every percentage over
the legal 5% limit, and for every following infraction the fine will double, meaning the initial $7,500
becomes $15,000 for every disallowed percentage.

8
9
10

Section III. Enforcement The commercial contractor will be required to overlook the construction
project, keeping track of all numbers with receipts to back up the notes. Building inspections will
include this factor in construction checks.

11
12

Section VI. Funding This bill will not require additional funding, and if a case were to require
funding, the profit made from fines will go toward the expenses.

13
14

Section V. This Bill shall go into effect on July 1, 2017 upon the signature of the Youth Governor
of the State of Illinois.
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6HFWLRQ,7KLVELOOZLOOHIIHFWLYHO\OLIWWKHSUHYLRXVSURKLELWLRQRQUHFUHDWLRQDOXVHRI&DQQDELVLQ
,OOLQRLV




6HFWLRQ,,²&DQQDELV³LQFOXGHVPDULMXDQDKDVKLVKDQGRWKHUVXEVWDQFHVZKLFKDUHLGHQWLILHGDV
LQFOXGLQJDQ\SDUWVRIWKHSODQW&DQQDELV6DWLYD




6HFWLRQ,,,7KLVELOOZLOOSODFHDVDOHVWD[RQDOO&DQQDELVUHODWHGSURGXFWVWRDLGWKHVWDWH
ZLGHGHEW



6HFWLRQ,97KHOHJDODJHIRUSXUFKDVHSRVVHVVLRQDQGFRQVXPSWLRQRI&DQQDELVZLOOEH\HDUV



6HFWLRQ9$OOODZVFRQFHUQLQJ'ULYLQJ8QGHUWKH,QIOXHQFHZLOOUHPDLQLQHIIHFW




6HFWLRQ9,7KHOHJDOSRVVHVVLRQRI&DQQDELVZLOOQRWH[FHHGRXQFHV$QLQGLYLGXDOLQSRVVHVVLRQ
RIPRUHWKDQWKHOHJDOOLPLWZLOOEHILQHG




6HFWLRQ9,,7KLV%LOOVKDOOJRLQWRHIIHFWRQ$SULOWKXSRQWKHVLJQDWXUHRIWKH<RXWK
*RYHUQRURIWKH6WDWHRI,OOLQRLV
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H-O-17

LOBBYIST POSITION PAPER
Lobbyist Name:

Mike Kaufmann

Delegation:

Amos Alonzo Stagg High School

Aligned with Preliminary Bill #: RII-29
The bill to legalize the recreational use of cannabis is important and needs to go into effect to help
get our country out of debt. Cannabis is considered less dangerous than alcohol, a quote from CNN
“ Murderous drug cartels fueling violence in Mexico has claimed more than 60,000 lives” (Dan
Riffle). Since Marijuana is illegal people have to face dangerous cartels, however if cannabis was
legal, over 60,000 lives could be saved. This bill is actually in favor of most American’s, this is
because the amount of money generated from cannabis will give the government enough money to
pay off debt and then lowering taxes. If you are someone sick of taxes and the government taking
your hard earned money, this is the bill for you. We have seen this type of government failure in the
past when alcohol was illegal, after it was made legal again (Prohibition) the market went up and
taxes went down, and more money was put into taxpayers pockets. Another quote from CNN says
that “Like alcohol and tobacco, Marijuana could become a regular, source of tax revenue”.

Summary:

Marijuana has not been proven to be as harmful or dangerous as alcohol and

tobacco, so why fight a solution to one of America's largest problems. Cannabis can be a good
change in America but we need to give it a shot, because it can save lives and bring money back
into America.
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H-O-17

LOBBYIST POSITION PAPER

Lobbyist Name:

Constantine Makris

Delegation:

Amos Alonzo Stagg High School

Aligned with Preliminary Bill #: RII - 29

I encourage the YMCA Youth Legislature to pass a bill that lifts the prohibition on the recreational
use of Cannabis in Illinois.
The prohibition on the recreational use of Cannabis should be uplifted. According to PBS over 31%
of the U.S. population is estimated to have used Cannabis. These numbers reinforce that the
legalization of Cannabis would have a positive effect on the economy of not only Illinois, but also
the U.S. Also, though there have not been many conclusive studies on the long-term effects of the
use of Cannabis, there have been no deaths directly attributed to the recreational use of Cannabis
in the U.S. or the world.
According to the U.S. Department of Justice’s Bureau of Justice Statistics 12.4% of federal inmates
are incarcerated for drug violations related to Cannabis offenses. This means that Cannabis
incarcerations cost Americans about $1 billion a year. Nearly all of these are non-violent crimes.
The legalization of Cannabis use in Illinois will save American taxpayers money. By decriminalizing
the recreational use of Cannabis less money will be spent on prisons and more business
opportunities will arise, considering the large amount of the population that uses Cannabis
recreationally.
Summary: I will support all legislation that promotes the legalization of the recreational use of
Cannabis in Illinois.
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STATE OF ILLINOIS
Sixty-Eighth Session
Illinois Youth Legislature

Introduced by:

Referred to Committee: Orange 5

Senate Sponsor:

Allyson Smerz

House Sponsor:

Justin Fischer

Co-Sponsors:

Seth DeClerck, Ava Jacobs

Delegation:

Oswego

A BILL
For an Act amending Chapter 720 Section 5 Article 11, of the Illinois Compiled Statutes,
relating to Sexual Assault Incident Procedure Act.
BE IT ENACTED BY THE YMCA YOUTH LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ILLINOIS.
1
2

Section I This bill will remove the statute of limitations on sexual assault. A victim of sexual
assault will be allowed to press charges any amount of time after the incident.

3

Section II. This law will be handled by the Illinois court system.

4
5

Section III. This law only removes the statute of limitations on sexual assault. It does not
require any funding.

6
7

Section IV. This Bill shall go into effect on March 25, 2017 upon the signature of the Youth
Governor of the State of Illinois.
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STATE OF ILLINOIS
Sixty-Eighth Session
Illinois Youth Legislature

Introduced by:

Referred to Committee: Orange 5

Senate Sponsor:

Kyle Rittmueller

House Sponsor:

Benjamin Zimmerman

Co-Sponsors:

Sunjith Achanta, Jacob Ballmaier

Delegation:

Lake Park High School

A BILL
For an Act amending Chapter 105, Section 5, Article 27, of the Illinois Compiled Statutes,
relating to physical education in public schools.
BE IT ENACTED BY THE YMCA YOUTH LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ILLINOIS.
1
2
3
4
5

Section I. All public school students in grades 11-12 with a grade point average (GPA) of at
least 3.2 on a 4.0 scale, or its equivalent on a different scale, will no longer be required to
participate in physical education. The GPA considered will be weighted or unweighted,
whichever is higher. Those who aren't eligible at the beginning of the school term will be
required to take physical education for the entire term.

6
7
8
9
10

Section II. Physical education will be optional to students who fulfill the GPA requirement.
The GPA will be checked at the beginning of each term to make sure students are still
eligible to participate in this removal from physical education or to add students have since
become eligible. Any classes other than physical education or driver's education, will still be
required to be taken by the students regardless of GPA.

11
12
13

Section III. Any public school that fails to implement this law one school year after its
passing will receive a 10% reduction in its state funding. This will be enforced by the Illinois
State Board of Education.

14
15

Section IV. This Bill shall go into effect on July 1, 2017 upon the signature of the Youth
Governor of the State of Illinois.
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LOBBYIST POSITION PAPER

Lobbyist Name:

David Anderson

Delegation:

Lake Park High School

Aligned with Preliminary Bill #:

RI - 29

I strongly advocate YMCA Youth Legislature in passing a bill that repeals the physical education
mandate required for public school students in Illinois.
Our schools should not have to bear the burden of imposing physical education upon their students
because it is deemed irrelevant and largely ineffective at promoting physical welfare. Kids of any age
should not be forced to go through rigorous routinely exercise that almost inconceivably has any
positive health impacts in their distant futures. Instead they should be focusing on their other primary
academic classes that give students something worthwhile, a robust, foundational education. Several
students each year perform exceptionally well in their core classes and are yet withheld from receiving a
diploma due to failure of meeting the physical education requirement. The state should be encouraging
brilliant minds, not crushing their chances.
Why should students have to undergo the grueling daily cycle of dress, exercise, fatigue, and repeat? A
study in the U.K. observed that boys who exercised frequently in gym class were just as healthy as the
ones who didn’t see as much activity, concluding that nutrition was the most contributing factor to their
health, not the amount of physical activity. Many students are even refraining from taking a gym class
as it will leave a bad mark on their GPA. In 2011 about 100 high school seniors in New York were unable
to graduate because their school had accidentally forgotten to enforce physical education. In order for
them to receive diplomas, they had to make up 2-3 years of state curriculum P.E. courses. Had physcial
education not been a prerequisite for graduation, 100 more seats would have been filled at
Eliminating compulsory P.E. classes will rid students of meaningless, strenuous activity in addition to
increasing the average student GPA and high school graduation rates across the state of Illinois. By
dismissing this requirement, students will be given the freedom to exercise as they please and the
flexibility to maintain strong academic performance in school.
Summary: I will support all legislation pertinent to the exclusion of mandatory physical education
courses from Illinois public school curriculum.
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STATE OF ILLINOIS
Sixty-Eighth Session
Illinois Youth Legislature

Introduced by:

Referred to Committee: Orange 5

Senate Sponsor:

Katie O'Connor

House Sponsor:

McKenzie Chamberlain

Co-Sponsors:

None

Delegation:

Gateway Region YMCA

A BILL
For an Act creating Chapter 30 Section IX, of the Illinois Compiled Statutes, relating to
comprehensive Solar Energy Act of 1977.
BE IT ENACTED BY THE YMCA YOUTH LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ILLINOIS.
1
2

Section I.Mandating solar panel installation providing for 20% of the total electricity used
on all new commercial construction and residential construction over 7,000 sq ft.

3
4
5

Section II. Existing facilities that add a significant renovation of 2,000 sq ft or more will
have to abide as if they were new construction and install solar panels to conform to the
20% requirement.

6
7
8

Section III. For every month after January 1st, 2018 that solar panels are not installed on
new residential construction over 7,000 sq ft and all commercial construction a $800 fine
will be issued. These funds will be put towards alternative energy research.

9
10
11

Section IV. If there is an inadequate amount of sunlight in the building area, Renewable
Energy Credits may be purchased to compensate. You must purchase enough REC’s to cover
20% of the total electricity used.

12
13
14

Section V. In order to attain a building permit the building plan presented must include
adequate amounts of space dedicated to solar energy, and how they calculated that
number.

15
16

Section VI. This Bill shall go into effect on January 1st, 2018 upon the signature of the
Youth Governor of the State of Illinois

Orange - 36

RII-37

H-O-21

STATE OF ILLINOIS
Sixty-Eighth Session
Illinois Youth Legislature

Introduced by:

Referred to Committee: Orange 6

Senate Sponsor: Karla Cruz
House Sponsor: Niyanna Warlick
Co-Sponsors: Lilly Boaitey
Delegation: UNO Rogers Park HS

A BILL

For an Act amending Chapter 122 Section 27-9.1, of the Illinois Compiled Statutes, relating to
State Graduation Requirements for health.
BE IT ENACTED BY THE YMCA YOUTH LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ILLINOIS.
1
2
3

Section I. All Illinois high schools, public and charter, are required to educate their students on
human trafficking as part of their sex education requirement, of their mandated 18 week health
course requirement for student graduation.

4
5
6

Section II. Educators are required to educate about local, state, and federal services in regards to
human trafficking, including hotlines and outreach service, as a public service to combat human
trafficking.

7
8
9

Section III. Educators are required to educate about the effects of human trafficking: (a) how people
enter human trafficking (b) the effects on vicitims due to human trafficking (c) the over all effects
on society.

10
11

Section IV. This Bill shall go into effect on June 1st 2017, upon the signature of the Youth Governor
of the State of Illinois.
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STATE OF ILLINOIS
Sixty-Eighth Session
Illinois Youth Legislature

Introduced by:

Referred to Committee: Orange 6

Senate Sponsor:

Gina DiDonna

House Sponsor:

Caroline Leffler

Co-Sponsors:

Christina Philippou

Delegation:

Lake Park High School

A BILL
For an Act Amending Chapter 305, Section 10, of the Illinois Compiled Statutes, relating to
welfare reform.
BE IT ENACTED BY THE YMCA YOUTH LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ILLINOIS.
1
2
3
4
5

Section I. This bill will put restrictions on the amount of time an individual is allowed to
receive welfare payments. After three years, each welfare case will be reevaluated by a task
force at the Illinois Department of Human Services. Individuals having legitimate health
conditions proved by quarterly doctor’s checkups, disabling them to work, will not be
included.

6
7
8

Section II. As a condition of aid to receive welfare, if an individual on welfare commits a
crime, falsely claims medical disability, or any other criminal misconduct, their supplemental
aid will be reevaluated.

9
10
11
12
13

Section III. The following procedure will be followed in condition of aid infractions, including
but not limited to: 1) The first offense committed will result in a written warning via email
or phone call from the Illinois Department of Human Services. 2) The second offense will
result in a court hearing before a judge to discuss the suspension from monetary aid. 3)
Multiple infractions on the condition of aid will result in termination of the benefit.

14
15

Section IV. This Bill shall go into effect on May 1, 2017 upon the signature of the Youth
Governor of the State of Illinois.
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LOBBYIST POSITION PAPER

Lobbyist Name:

Emily Walker

Delegation:

Lake Park High School

Aligned with Preliminary Bill #:

RI-28

I encourage the YMCA Youth Legislature to pass a bill that mandates restrictions on the amount of time
an individual is allowed to receive welfare payments in the state of Illinois.
The state government of Illinois should mandate restrictions on the amount of time an individual is
allowed to receive welfare payments, because the longer a person stays on welfare, the chance of fraud
is more likely to occur. Studies show that in the state of Maine alone, 1.2 million dollars were stolen in
2015 due to fraud of the welfare system. A major cause of fraud is from people lying about their
employment or their annual income amounts. Placing restrictions on the time on welfare will not only
decrease the amount of money taken from the Illinois state government, but it will also decrease the
amount stolen from the federal government.
By enforcing limitations on the amount of time one can be on welfare, taxpayers and businesses will
save a great deal of money. Reports show that businesses lose about 5% of all profits to welfare fraud.
About one out of seven people will become dependent upon the welfare system. Being dependent upon
the welfare systems costs taxpayers a lot of money. The average taxpayer spends about 8,776 dollars
to keep federal welfare rolling. That brings that total cost of federal welfare to about 965 billion dollars
a year. All of this money goes to welfare users who could very much be abusing the system. If the state
of Illinois decreases the time someone can be on welfare, taxpayers will save money and the government
won’t be spending 965 billion on welfare users.
Limitations on the time a person can be on welfare will help protect the state government and the
federal government. By mandating this bill in the state of Illinois, the chances of fraud throughout the
system will decrease, and the taxpayers and businesses will save a lot of money.
Summary: I will support all legislation that promotes restrictions on the amount of time an individual is
allowed to receive welfare payments.

Orange - 39

5,,

+2
67$7(2),//,12,6
67$7(2),//,12,6
6L[W\\(LJKWK
6L[W
(LJKWK6HVVLRQ
6HVVLRQ
,OOLQRLV<RXWK/HJLVODWXUH
,OOLQRLV<RXWK/HJLVODWXUH


,QWURGXFHGE\
,QWURGXFHGE\
6HQDWH6SRQVRU
6HQDWH6SRQVRU

5HIHUUHGWR&RPPLWWHH
5HIHUUHGWR&RPPLWWHH2UDQJH
2UDQJH
/DXUHQ *OD]D

+RXVH6SRQVRU0DGGLH'XIIQHU
+RXVH6SRQVRU

&R
&R6SRQVRUV6\OYLD*RURZVNL
6SRQVRUV

0DGG\+HOVRQ

'HOHJDWLRQ$$6WDJJ+LJK6FKRRO
'HOHJDWLRQ$$6WDJJ+LJK6FKRRO

$%,//
$%,//








)RU DQ DFW DPHQGLQJ &KDSWHU  6HFWLRQ  RI WKH ,OOLQRLV &RPSLOHG 6WDWXWHV UHODWLQJ WR WKH
FUHDWLRQRIDSURJUDPXQGHUWKH,OOLQRLV'HSDUWPHQWRI9HWHUDQVRQVHUYLFHGRJWUDLQLQJWKHUDS\
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6HFWLRQ , 7KH ,OOLQRLV 6WDWH *RYHUQPHQW ZLOO GLUHFW WKH ,OOLQRLV 'HSDUWPHQWRI 9HWHUDQV $IIDLUV WR
ODXQFKDSLORWSURJUDPWKDWWUHDWVYHWHUDQVDIIHFWHGE\3RVW7UDXPDWLF6WUHVV'LVRUGHUDQGRWKHU
SK\VLFDODQGPHQWDOGLVDELOLWLHVRUGLVRUGHUVWKURXJKWKHWKHUDSHXWLFSUDFWLFHRIHGXFDWLQJYHWHUDQV
LQWKHWUDLQLQJDQGKDQGOLQJRIVHUYLFHGRJV







6HFWLRQ ,, 7KH SLORW SURJUDP ZLOO FDUU\ RXW IRU IRXU \HDUV WR DVVHVV WKH HIIHFWLYHQHVV RI WKH
SURJUDP 7KH SURJUDP DQG WKH ,OOLQRLV 'HSDUWPHQW RI 9HWHUDQV ZLOO FROOHFW GDWD EDVHG RQ KRZ
HIIHFWLYHWKHSURJUDPZDVLQDLGLQJWKHYHWHUDQV$IWHUWKHSHULRGRIWLPHKDVFRQFOXGHGLWLVXQGHU
WKHUHVSRQVLELOLW\RIWKH,OOLQRLV'HSDUWPHQWRI9HWHUDQV$IIDLUVWRGHFLGHZKHWKHUWRFRQWLQXHWKH
SURJUDP




6HFWLRQ,,,7KHSURJUDP UHTXLUHVDQDGPLQLVWUDWLRQVXFKDVD FHUWLILHGUHFUHDWLRQDOWKHUDSLVW
ZLWKDGPLQLVWUDWLYHH[SHULHQFHWRRYHUVHHWKHSURJUDP





6HFWLRQ,97KHSURJUDPUHTXLUHVWKH,OOLQRLV'HSDUWPHQWRI9HWHUDQVWRHQJDJHLQFRQWUDFWVZLWK
QRQJRYHUQPHQWHQWLWLHV7KHVHHQWLWLHVPD\EHFHUWLILHG LQWKHWUDLQLQJDQGKDQGOLQJRIVHUYLFH
GRJV





6HFWLRQ9(OLJLELOLW\LQFOXGHVDQ\86YHWHUDQWKDWVXIIHUVIURP376'GHSUHVVLRQDQ[LHW\DQG
RWKHUSRVWGHSOR\PHQWPHQWDOKHDOWKFRQGLWLRQV7KHSURJUDPDOVRLQFOXGHVYHWHUDQVZLWKSRVW
GHSOR\PHQWSK\VLFDOGLVDELOLWLHV




6HFWLRQ9,7KHSURJUDPZLOOEHIXQGHGE\LPSRVLQJDQDGGLWLRQDOWD[RQFLJDUHWWHVDQGRWKHU
WREDFFRUHODWHGJRRGV




7KLV%LOOVKDOOJRLQWRHIIHFWRQ-DQXDU\VWXSRQWKHVLJQDWXUHRIWKH<RXWK*RYHUQRURIWKH
6WDWHRI,OOLQRLV
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LOBBYIST POSITION PAPER

Lobbyist Name:

Julia Brooks

Delegation:

Stagg Highschool

Aligned with Preliminary Bill #:

RII-30

I encourage the YMCA Youth Legislature to pass a bill that mandates the state of Illinois to require
the

Department of Veterans Affairs to treat veterans suffering from Post-Traumatic Stress

disorder with service dogs.
After veterans lucky enough to survive make it home, they have a rough time adjusting back to a
normal life. Soldiers witness such awful things that these horrible experiences can permanently
damage them. Some veterans have a harder time adjusting from the intense, scary life as a soldier
back to their original, normal life as a regular person. Unfortunately some of these veterans suffer
from a condition known as PTSD or Post-traumatic stress disorder.
Bill number RII-30 wants to help those suffering from PTSD, if wanted, the option to be helped with
their condition through service dogs. Dogs help relieve stress and all dog owners can benefit from
the companionship of a loyal dog. According to the National Center for PTSD, Having a dog as a pet
can benefit anyone who likes dogs, including people with PTSD. For example, dogs help bring out
feelings of love, take orders well when trained. This can be very comfortable for a Veteran who was
used to giving orders in the military.
Dogs can help veterans do things they have been avoiding because of their PTSD. They are a good
reason to get out of the house, spend time outdoors, and meet new people. Having a companion is
important to veterans. A dog would distract their mind from thinking how they would during the
war, teach them to have fun again without fearing for their life, and overall just make sure they
aren't lonely while they fight the long battle of overcoming PTSD.
Summary: I will support all legislation that promotes the Department of Veterans Affairs to help
veterans suffering from PTSD with the treatment of being provided a comfort dog.
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LOBBYIST POSITION PAPER

Lobbyist Name:

Sydney Brown

Delegation:

Stagg

Aligned with Preliminary Bill #:

RII-30

I strongly encourage the YMCA Youth Lesgislature to pass a bill requiring the Illinios Department of
Veterans Affairs to launch a program that treats veterans affected with Post-Trumatic Stress
Disorder, and other physcial and mental disablilities, through the theraputic practice of educating
veterans how to train and handle service dogs.
When veterans return from war with mental and physical disabilities such as Post- Trumatic Stress
Disorder, we need to have a program to help them recover. This program will help veterans get back
on their feet, mentally and physically, with the therapeutic help of service dogs. Taxes imposed on
cigarettes and other tobacco products will fund and enable veterans to train service dogs and once
properly prepared, handle said dog on their own.
This program will help many veterans who are truly struggling with their post war disabilities. Meg
Daley, who is a spokesperson for the Warrior Canine Connection stated,
¨Researchers are accumulating evidence that bonding with dogs has biological effects,
such as elevated levels of the hormone oxytocin.
to interpret facial expressions, the overcoming of paranoia and other pro-social effects— the
opposite of PTSD symptoms.¨ Dogs truly have the power to help our veterans suffering with
conditions and disabilities such as Post-Trumatic Stress Disorder.
With the addition of this program by the Illinios Department of Veterans Affairs, many veterans will
get the thearaputic treatment they need through the help of service dogs. Funding from cigarette
taxes and other tobacco products will ensure this program’s success and change the lives of the
veterans who have have fought so hard to protect our country.
Summary: I strongly support all legislation that supports the addition of a program by the
Department of Veterans Affairs to give veterans with Post-Trumatic Stress Disorder and other
diseases the opportunity to train and work with service dogs.
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STATE OF ILLINOIS
Sixty-Eighth Session
Illinois Youth Legislature
Introduced by:

Referred to Committee: Orange 6

Senate Sponsor:

Benjamin Lukose

House Sponsor:

Saneil Harchekar

Co-Sponsors:

Eshana Vora, Yaajnavalki Varanasi

Delegation:

Adlai E. Stevenson High School

A BILL
AN ACT amending Chapter 50 ILCS 727 Article 1 - Police and Community Relations
Improvement Act to create a committee of peers to oversee police internal investigations.
BE IT ENACTED BY THE YMCA YOUTH LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ILLINOIS.
1
2

Section I. This Bill will create a committee to oversee internal investigations for police
precincts in the state of Illinois.

3
4

Section II. Action by the committee is warranted when an individual employed by a state or city
police department is involved in a shooting of a civilian.

5

Section III. A %0.06 excise tax will be implemented on tobacco, alcohol, and lottery products.

6
7
8

Section VI. Members will get an income that is representative of the median income of their
respective field (data will be provided by the most recent state census) and will be adjusted for
inflation annually.

9
10

Section V. Remaining revenue earned will cover travel, recruitment and other costs for
members of the committee.

11
12
13
14

Section VI. Committee members will include six Police Chiefs with a minimum of seven years of
experience, twelve District or Assistant District Attorneys with a minimum of seven years of
experience and six Social Psychologists with a Master’s degree and a minimum of seven years
of experience.

15
16
17

Section IV. The members of the committee who initially serve will be decided by the Youth
Governor and affirmed by a two-thirds majority in the State House of Representatives and
adding new members will be chosen using a simple majority vote within the committee.
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18
19
20

Section VII. Two committees of nine will be created each consisting of two Police Chiefs, five
district attorneys, and two social psychologists. Remaining members will stand in cases of
illness, death, or inability to work.

21
22

Section VIII. Members of the committee will rotate annually or under special circumstances
decided upon the discretion of the committee.

23
24

Section X. The decision made by the committee will decide whether the policeman or policemen
involved in the incident is to be indicted. Decisions will be made by a simple majority vote.

25
26

Section XI. This Bill shall go into effect on January 1st, 2018, upon the signature of the Youth
Governor of the State of Illinois.
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STATE OF ILLINOIS
Sixty-Eighth Session
Illinois Youth Legislature

Introduced by:

Referred to Committee: Orange 7

Senate Sponsor:

Michael Flesher

House Sponsor:

Brittany Morey

Co-Sponsors:
Delegation:

Warren Township

A BILL
For an Act Amending, Chapter 605 Article 30 , of the Illinois Compiled Statutes, relating to
Township Construction and Maintenance of Roads, Bridges, and Walkways..
BE IT ENACTED BY THE YMCA YOUTH LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ILLINOIS.
1

Section I. This Act may be cited as the Walkway Act.

2
3
4
5

Section II A paved Pedestrian Walkway shall be put in at least 3 feet away from all Public
Roads in Illinois. If that is not possible because of pre-existing structures, then the
walkway may be put in next to the shoulder of the road at least 6 inches above the surface
of the road will a wall separating the pedestrian and motor traffic.

6

Section III. The walkways will only be put in on the roads referenced in Section IX and X.

7

Section IV. The funding of this Act will be references in Sections IX and X.

8
9

Section V. The walkway will be maintained just like roads. This includes what is stated in
Sections VII, VIII, and IX.

10

Section VI, All the definitions for this Act are in Sections XII, XIII and XIV.

11
12
13
14
15

Section VII. In regards to maintenance, the walkway will always be open during these
checks: A yearly brush, tree, snag safety check, yearly stream trash removal, yearly mowing
of the vegetation around the walkway, yearly fence and cattle guard check, snow removal,
pothole check, storm damage and pollution control structure check, quarterly check of signs
and notices.

Orange - 45

RII 38

H-O-25

16
17
18
19
20

Section VIII. In regards to maintenance, the walkway will be closed but usable during these
checks: periodic dust control near inhabited or work areas, pre and post rainy season
channel crossing and ditch maintenance, storm damage and pollution control structure
repair, yearly brush, tree, snag safety removal, yearly fence and cattle guard repair, pothole
repair.

21
22
23
24
25

Section IX. In regards to maintenance, the walkway will be closed and not usable during
these checks: reconstruction of channel crossing structures, re-installation of ditches and
cross drains if needed, clear debris such as landslides and trees, regrade and finish road
surface, installation of signs and posts as needed, reconstruct road to higher standard if
needed.

26
27

Section X. In regards to funding, the walkway being put in on Municipal Roads will be put in
and paid for by the independent Municipalities.

28
29

Section XI. In regards to funding, the walkway being put in on Streets will be put in and paid
for by independent Counties.

30
31

Section XII. Public Roads are all roads owned and maintained by the governments of the
state of Illinois.

32
33
34
35

Section XIII. Municipal Roads are roads that connect the Municipalities and the roads that
connect Urban Areas. Streets are roads that connect the Townships and Counties. State
Roads are roads that connect large cities in Illinois. National Roads are roads that connect
different cities in different states.

36

Section XIV. These definitions refer to the times periods stated in Sections VII, IIX, and IX.

37
38
39

x
x
x

Yearly means every first week of June.
Seasonally means every first week of March and September.
Quarterly means every second week of March, June, September, and December.

40

Section XV. This act shall be enforced by the Illinois Department of Transportation (IDOT).

41
42

Section XII. This Bill shall go into effect on June 1, 2019 upon the signature of the Youth
Governor of the State of Illinois.
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STATE OF ILLINOIS
Sixty-Eighth Session
Illinois Youth Legislature

Introduced by:
Senate Sponsor:

Sarah Mohammad

House Sponsor:

Aleena Ahmed

Co-Sponsor:

Farah Mohammad

Co-Sponsor:

Leyla Jibawi

Delegation:

Islamic Foundation School

For an Act

Referred to Committee: Orange 7

A BILL
, of the Illinois Compiled Statutes, relating to

.

BE IT ENACTED BY THE YMCA YOUTH LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ILLINOIS.
1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9

Section I: In the case that teens may need to drive during the current curfew hours, we are creating
an act to change the legal curfew to accommodate teen drivers.
Section II: The Office of the Secretary of State will permit all teen drivers to drive at any time of the
day, except during the hours of 12:00 AM to 4:00 AM, Sunday through Thursday, and 2:00 AM to
5:00 AM on Friday and Saturday, as opposed to 10:00 PM to 6:00 AM Sunday through Thursday,
and 11:00 PM to 6:00 AM on Friday and 7 Saturday.
Section IV: This bill shall go into effect on January 1, 2017, upon the signature of the Youth
Governor of the State of Illinois.
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STATE OF ILLINOIS
Sixty-Eighth Session
Illinois Youth Legislature

Introduced by:

Referred to Committee: Orange 7

Senate Sponsor:

Vivek Ganesan

House Sponsor:

Matthew Fitzgerald

Co-Sponsors:
Delegation:

Metea Valley High School
A BILL

For an Act amending Chapter 110 Section 25-1, of the Illinois Compiled Statutes, relating to
collegiate athletic protection.
BE IT ENACTED BY THE YMCA YOUTH LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ILLINOIS.
1
2
3
4
5
6

Section I: This bill shall be enforced to all public colleges and universities in the state of Illinois. The
state of Illinois shall define a public university as an institution of higher education that is provided
monetary non-penalty funds by the state, and the institution offers a minimum of an undergraduate
degree. This bill shall be in effect for all athletics divisions programs in all public colleges and
universities in the state of Illinois.

7
8
9
10
11
12

Section II: The National Collegiate Athletic Association defines a student-athlete as a student
concurrently participating in athletics in addition to his or her undergraduate studies at the college
or university. Many of these student-athletes receive scholarships for participation in collegiate
athletic programs. All public colleges and universities in the state of Illinois shall provide health
insurance to student-athletes that have no coverage under any health insurance as defined by the
Patient Protection and Affordable Care Act.

13
14
15
16

Section III: All public colleges and universities shall provide payment for medical bills of studentathletes that are not covered by student health insurance plan regardless of cost. Any studentathlete that does not receive insurance coverage of medical bills shall receive a full payment of
remaining medical costs from the college or university.

17
18

Section IV: The estimated cost of medical coverage for students can range between five hundred
million United States dollars to one billion dollars with estimation that
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19
20
21
22
23
24
25
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RI-38
every student at every college and university. Non-insured student-athlete injury bills shall be
covered by athletic and academic bonuses designated for athletic coaches. The university shall
withhold academic and athletic bonuses, stipends, additional academic non-secondary employment
income for athletic coaches to provide non-insured medical payments for student-athlete medical
bills not covered by student insurance. This bill shall impose a 0.5% on hedge fund profits and
returns from accredited investors. All funds collected from this tax shall only finance provisions
necessary in this bill.

26
27
28
29

Section V: Penalties: Any public college or university within the state of Illinois that does not
adhere to the terms, policies, and regulations stated in previous sections of this amending bill shall
give a full refund of all tuition that has been paid and the amount that remains to be paid for
further education and all medical expenses.

30
31
32
33
34
35

Section VI: Enforcement: The provisions, terms, policies, and regulations of this bill shall be
enforced by the Illinois Department of Health and Human Services and the Illinois Department of
Education. The Illinois Department of Education has the right but not the obligation to establish an
agency to oversee the collegiate athletics of all public colleges and universities in the state of
Illinois. The funding for the creation of this agency shall be derived from revenues collected by from
the tax on cigarettes and tobacco related products.

36
37

Section VII: This bill will go into effect June 30, 2017 upon the signature of the Youth 41Governor
of the state of Illinois.
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STATE OF ILLINOIS
Sixty-Eighth Session
Illinois Youth Legislature

Introduced by:

Referred to Committee: Orange 7

Senate Sponsor:

Wescot Washburn

House Sponsor:

David Robbins

Co-Sponsors:

Braden Rice

Delegation:

Carterville
A BILL

For an Act Amending Chapter 105, section 5, of the Illinois Compiled Statutes, relating to
Evaluation of Certified Employees.
BE IT ENACTED BY THE YMCA YOUTH LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ILLINOIS.
1
2

Section I. Teachers are not going to be aware of the dates of their evaluation ahead of
time, and must count the final test meant to show student growth as a grade.

3
4

Section II. Any pre-tests or mid tests designed to demonstrate student growth do not
have to count for a grade, but the final test must be counted for a grade.

5
6
7

Section III. If the date a teacher is selected to be evaluated does not provide a
suitable class period for evaluation (such as the date of a test), the evaluation will be
postponed.

8
9

Section IV. Any individual or group that is shown to not comply with the rules of the
aforementioned sections, will be disciplined by their school district.

10
11
12
13

Section V. School districts will have until the first school year after this bill goes into
effect to develop their systems for evaluation (Including standard disciplinary action for
those not
in compliance with the guidelines), complying with the abovementioned
guidelines, and other regulations within the Illinois Compiled Statutes.

14
15

Section VI. This Bill shall go into effect on July 1, 2017 upon the signature of the Youth
Governor of the State of Illinois.
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LOBBYIST POSITION PAPER
Lobbyist Name:

Isabel Cordero

Delegation:

Carterville High School

Aligned with Preliminary Bill #: RIII-13

I encourage the YMCA Youth Legislature to pass a bill that mandates the teachers of Illinois
will not be aware of their evaluation ahead of time, and must count the final test meant to
show student growth as a grade.
Teachers should not be aware of their evaluation because as a result the teachers will try
harder and it will ensure quality teaching. The Illinois State Board of Education is already
ensuring quality education, but this would secure and organize the new evaluation system
even more.
Requiring unknown test dates would help prevent teachers from lying about when the
students took the test and preparing the students excessively so they achieve a higher
evaluation. Also, requiring the last evaluation test to count as a grade for the students
would motivate them to try harder and therefore giving the teacher a better evaluation.
Omitting the grade for the first two evaluation tests will allow students to prepare and
know what to expect when it comes time for the final test grade.
Summary: I will support all legislation that promotes unknowlegable evaluation tests for
the teachers.
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STATE OF ILLINOIS
Sixty-Eighth Session
Illinois Youth Legislature
Introduced by:

Referred to Committee: Orange 7

Senate Sponsor:

Katie Rosol

House Sponsor:

Sebastian Gamboa

Co-Sponsors:

Lucy Prado. Raymond Magtibay

Delegation:

Westmont

A BILL
For an Act amending Chapter 410 ILCS 82, of the Illinois Compiled Statutes, relating to
smoking regulations.
BE IT ENACTED BY THE YMCA YOUTH LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ILLINOIS.
1
2
3

Section I. This Bill will benefit public health by extending the minimum smoking distance
near a public building from 15 feet to 45 feet.

4
5
6
7

Section II. Under the current regulations set by Act 410 ILCS 82, individuals smoking just
remain 15 feet away from areas listed in Section X of Act Chapter 410 ILCS 82. This bill
motions to extend that distance to 45 feet and completely ban smoking on school
grounds as well as extending the minimum distance to 100 feet.

8
9
10
11
12
13

Section III. Review the potential hazards of smoking as defined by the U.S.
Department of Health & Human Services. These include the risks of; secondhand smoke;
Cancer, Brain Damage, Kidney Damage; Risk of getting diseases along with the 16 million
Americans who also have smoking related diseases, and not to mention the fact that dogs
and cats that are exposed to smoke are 5-7 times more likely to develop cancer; statistics
with infants are very similar.

14
15
16
17

Section IV. With the 32.5 million smokers in the U.S., we must be cautious allowing people to
smoke near public buildings where passersby, pets, babies, children, and teens can potentially
inhale the carcinogens given off by smokers. This regulation will keep the smokers an
additional 30 feet away.

18
19

Section V. This Bill does ban the use of tobacco related products on school property and
must be kept 100 feet away.
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20
21

SectionVI, This bill does not apply to bars, where the minimum distance will be kept at 15
feet.

22
23
24
25
26
27
28
29

Section VII. Definitions: Bar- Establishment with a valid liquor license or a smoke shop with an
inner smoking area. Including but not limited to; sports bars, pubs, bars, smoke shops,
cigar lounges, adult entertainment facilities, or gaming establishments. This does not apply to
restaurants with an inner bar.School- Establishments including but not limited to;daycares,
private schools, public schools, preschool centers, or Preparatory schools. This does not apply
to post high-school education centers such as colleges and universities. Tobacco Product- Any
device or apparatus containing tobacco that emits exhaust or waste. Including but not
limited to; cigars, cigarettes, cigarillos, or vape pens.

30
31
32

Section VIII. Penalties will remain the same as the ones listed in the "Smoke Free Illinois"
Act. Section IX. No additional funding is required for this act. The party that will enforce
this act are the multiple, pre-existing police forces Illinois has at its disposal._

33
34

Section X. This Bill shall go into effect on January 1, 2018 upon the signature of the Youth
Governor of the State of Illinois.
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STATE OF ILLINOIS
Sixty-Eighth Session
Illinois Youth Legislature

Introduced by:

Referred to Committee: Orange 1

Senate Sponsor:

Hayley Whittington

House Sponsor:

Alecia Stacey

Co-Sponsors:

Jenna Jones, Lauren Mygatt

Delegation:

Sesser-Valier

A BILL
For an Act Creating Act 5 Chapter 21 Section 1, of the Illinois_Compiled_Statutes, relating to
Tobacco Use in a Motorized Vehicle with Minors Present.
BE IT ENACTED BY THE YMCA YOUTH LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ILLINOIS.

1
2

Section I. This act will make it illegal for any drivers in Illinois to use tobacco products while
operating a motorized vehicle with minors present inside vehicle.

3
4

Section II. This law will apply to the usage of all tobacco and nicotine products that can be smoked
or produce smoke and or vapor.

5
6
7
8
9

Section III. Punishments regarding failures to comply with this law would include: Upon first
violation, a fine of two-hundred and fifty dollars will be given. Upon the second violation, a fivehundred dollar fine will be given along with a DCFS report filed. Upon third violation, a sevenhundred and fifty dollar fine will be given along with that of the children being placed into to DCF's
custody and the driver's license will be revoked for six months.

10
11

Section IIII. This Bill shall go into effect on January 1, 2018 upon the signature of the Youth
Governor of the State of Illinois.
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STATE OF ILLINOIS
Sixty-Eighth Session
Illinois Youth Legislature

Introduced by:

Referred to Committee: Orange 1

Senate Sponsor:

Devki Patel

House Sponsor:

Noah Elston

Co-Sponsors:

Chetna Landge

Delegation:

Metea Valley High School

A BILL
For an Act Amending section 625 ILCS 5/12-610.2, of the Illinois Compiled Statutes,
relating to Transportation.
BE IT ENACTED BY THE YMCA YOUTH LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ILLINOIS.
1
2
3

Section I. This bill will require all phone companies to enable a driver mode in tandem with
Car Company placing a receiver chip into their cars that will restrict certain apps from being
used while driving.

4
5

Section II. Driving mode will be much like airplane mode, which will restrict certain apps like
messaging and social media.

6
7
8
9
10
11
12
13
14

Section III. Driving mode will exist in all the new phones being produced from now on. This
goes for all new cars as well, they will be required to possess a receiving chip and in 3
years’ time when majority of the population owns phones with driving mode it will then be
required that all cars registered in Illinois that do not have a receiving chip will be given 30
days to produce evidence of the installation of one. (This can be done at any local auto
shop or dealer). This receiving chip will automatically connect to any phone within its range
(The range being the driver's seat and the center console). Once the driver sits down in the
seat and the connection between the phone and the chip will be made, the driver mode will
automatically be activated and the driver will be restricted from the distracting apps.

15
16
17
18

Section IV. Any phone company that fails to follow this bill will face a fine and will be
required to replace any phones given out without a driver mode. Any car company that fails
to follow this will face a fine and will be required to recall all cars without a chip to the
dealerships to have one installed.
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19
20

Section V. The Illinois Department of Transportation will enforce that all smartphones will
have a driving mode and that all cars will have a receiving chip.

21
22
23
24

Section VI. Phone companies will use the money they already have to put this system into
place using the revenue from previous years and will continue to use the revenue from new
phones to keep the production flow. Car companies will be given a wholesale price for the
receiving chips to make it affordable for them to implement into their cars.

25
26

Section VII. Before these new phones are sold to the public, they will be tested to make
sure the chip and the phone connect and the apps are truly restricted.

27
28

Section VIII. This Bill shall go into effect on June 30, 2017 upon the signature of the Youth
Governor of the State of Illinois.
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STATE OF ILLINOIS
Sixty-Eighth Session
Illinois Youth Legislature

Introduced by:

Referred to Committee: Orange 1

Senate Sponsor:

Tabitha Koch

House Sponsor:

Sydney Smith

Co-Sponsors:
Delegation:

Carterville
A BILL

For an Act Chapter 105 Section 315, of the Illinois Compiled Statutes, relating to self defense
training in schools.
BE IT ENACTED BY THE YMCA YOUTH LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ILLINOIS.
1
2
3

Section I. Self defense courses will be implemented throughout all public high schools and
colleges in Illinois. The classes will be facilitated by R.A.D. (Rape and Aggression Defense), a
company that offers rape and aggression defense training for both men and women.

4
5
6
7
8
9

Section II. Self defense courses will be mandatory for high school freshman, and will be taken
again by students in their junior year. An optional refresher course will be offered for seniors.
If students do not have a gym or study hall class that they can take this course during, they
will have to decide with a guidance counselor, principal, or vice principal at what time during
the school day they could take this course. The course is a minimum of 9 hours, and the
schools can decide how they would like to break up this time.

10
11
12
13

Section III. The colleges that do not currently offer free self defense courses to their students
will be required to implement the courses. High schools that do not offer these courses
currently will be required to follow through with one of two options for the implementation of
the program.

14
15
16
17
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19
20

Section IV. The high school may come to an agreement with a college or other facility that
provides R.A.D. training where the courses will be conducted in the high school. If this is not
feasible for the high schools, they are to have faculty at the school take training classes to
become instructors. The trained faculty will then be the instructors for the courses taught to
the students. If the schools sign their faulty up for these training courses by June 13th, the
state will pay for the faulty to be instructed: however, if they fail to sign up by the required
date, the school will have to pay for the training themselves.

21
22
23

Section V. A yearly training session for instructors will be held on July 31st for those who have
signed up by the June deadline in their respective counties. Sicne R.A.D. training is being
implemented statewide and will bring in a large amount of revenue from the company,
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R.A.D. will be required to give a discounted price to the state when they hold the yearly
training sessions. If a school does not send their faulty to one of these sessions, they will be
required to pay the original price of this program that is held throughout the year themselves
which is $9,500.

28
29

Section VI. If a public school does not implement self defense courses, they will be sued for
not following state regulations.

30
31
32

Section VII. To fund the implementation of these courses, anyone convicted of sexual assault
of physical assault will be fined as well any other ramifications of their actions such as jail
time.

33
34

Section VIII. Schools will be required to provide these courses starting the school year of
2017-2018.

35
36

Section IX. This Bill shall go into effect on June 1st, 2017 upon the signature of the Youth
Governor of the State of Illinois.
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S-O-04
LOBBYIST POSITION PAPER
Lobbyist Name:

Emily Boshera

Delegation:

Carterville High School

Aligned with Preliminary Bill #: RIII-34
I encourage the YMCA Youth Legislature to pass a bill that requires all high school and colleges,
freshmen and juniors, to take a self-defense class to help students protect themselves against
rape and aggression.

The schools in Illinois need to make a self-defense class mandatory for students because the
majority of students, whether they be in college or high school, are most likely to experience
some form of sexual assault or rape. Research shows that 11.2 % of all college students
experience sexual assault or rape, though among undergraduate students, 23. l% of females
and 5.4% of males experience a type of sexual assault, either through physical force, violence,
or incapacitation (Rainn). The Center for Disease Control (CDC) did research that estimates I in
4 girls and 1 in 6 boys arc sexually assaulted by the age of 18. They also said that teens 1619 years of age were 3.5 times more likely than the general population to be victims of rape,
attempted rape, or sexual assault.

Students and faculty, male or female, would benefit most out of taking the self defense class
because if a person were to ever be in a situation, they would have more of an understanding
of what to do and be more able to escape from the situation, eventually finding help.
Summary: I will support all legislation that requires all high schools and all colleges to require a
self defense class against sexual assault and rape.
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LOBBYIST POSITION PAPER

Lobbyist Name:

Alexis Nolen

Delegation:

Carterville High School

Aligned with Preliminary Bill #: RIII-34
I encourage the YMCA Youth Legislature to pass a bill that supports implementing a
required self defense class for high school students.
Our schools should have a required self defense class because teenagers need to know how to
defend themselves against rapists, attackers, and violent people. Our young adults need to
learn how to properly protect themselves with the right tactics. They also need to know how to
defend someone else if they are being attacked. These skills would be one required class
freshman year of high school, and one junior year. Then there would be an optional class for
a refresher or anyone wanting to improve their skills more. The classes will be facilitated by
R.A.D. (Rape and Aggression Defense).
Students need to feel protected and be able to walk places, be in unknown areas, or deal
with scary situations. Five percent of women on college campuses experience rape or
attampted reape evry year (Sexual Assault Statistics), and 14.8% of women are raped just
anywhere. The use of R.A.D. could bring the statistics down and help everyone. The class is
for both women and men. When people think of rape they usually think of a women being
the victim and a man causing it, men are victims as well. Three percent of men are raped
every year (Victims of Sexual Violence: Statistics).
Self defense classes will help the youth of Illinois be safer. There is not always a police
officer or someone to help at all times. With this bill students will be able to feel safe and
know how to protect themselves and others if needed.
Summary:
school.

I will support all legislation that promotes self defense classes in high
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S-O-05
STATE OF ILLINOIS
Sixty-Eighth Session
Illinois Youth Legislature

Introduced by:

Referred to Committee: Orange 2

Senate Sponsor:

Trevor Hall

House Sponsor:

Cara Mahoney

Co-Sponsors:

Margaret Polk, John Dibrizzi

Delegation:

Amos Alonzo Stagg
A BILL

For an Act amending Chapter 105 Section 5, of the Illinois Compiled Statutes, relating to student
driver education .
BE IT ENACTED BY THE YMCA YOUTH LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ILLINOIS.
1
2
3
4

Section I. This bill will set a standard for the driver education curriculum, stating that all public
driver education programs will be required to teach students how to react in case of motor
vehicle accidents and other situations with police involvement. This program will also require
programs to inform students about their rights when in such critical situations.

5
6
7
8

Section II. The curriculum must include how a driver should react in the processes of being pulled
over, getting into an accident with another vehicle, pedestrian, etc., and/or other critical
situations involving police. The curriculum must also educate students about their rights in
aforementioned situations.

9
10
11

Section III. In order to demonstrate effective teaching of this section, this information
must be part of the students’ examination. This information may be presented as an additional
section to an already existent chapter test.

12
13

Section IV. There will be no additional cost of such teaching to the state, and therefore no
funding will be required.

14
15
16
17

Section V. Should an institution not comply with these regulations, they will be fined a minimum
of $200 per each student enrolled for the first offense. For each consequent offense, the
fine will increase by $100. The Illinois State Board of Education (ISBE) will be responsible for
the oversight of this regulation.

18
19

Section VI. This Bill shall go into effect on January 1, 2018 upon the signature of the Youth
Governor of the State of Illinois.
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LOBBYIST POSITION PAPER
Lobbyist´s Name:

Darren Hall

Delegation:

Stagg High School

Aligned with preliminary Bill#: RII-32
I encourage the YMCA Youth Legislature to pass a bill that requires public schools in the state of
Illinois to teach driver’s education students how to act when pulled over by law enforcement and
during an accident.
Our schools should be teaching driver education students how to act during the process of being
pulled over by law enforcement and during an accident, because young drivers need the knowledge
of what to do during the process of these such events. Young drivers need to be aware of what to
do during these situations so they do not cause further damage or slow down the traffic and
surroundings. They should learn what to do once being pulled over, and what should be done in the
case of an accident.
Young drivers who are enrolled in driver's education courses should be taught what to do in these
cases of emergency or in the case of law enforcement as a requirement to receive their license.
Young drivers also need to know their rights when found in such critical situations. Their would be
no additional cost for this such teaching to the state so their will be no funding required. Young
drivers with this information can help them possibly save a life if they know exactly what to do
when involved in an accident. Young drivers who would also know what to do in the act of being
pulled over by an officer can result in less police shootings and arrests due to a lack of knowledge.
Extra drivers education in the fields of being pulled over by law enforcement and how to act during
an accident will help educate future drivers of these untaught rules that need to be understood and
executed by all drivers. The state of Illinois would help young drivers be safer in times of crisis.
Summary: I will support all legislations that promote the extra curriculum for driver’s education.
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S-O-05

LOBBYIST POSITION PAPER
Lobbyist Name:

Elizabeth Polk

Delegation:

Stagg High School

Aligned with Preliminary Bill #:

Rll-32

I encourage the passing of a bill stating that all public driver education programs should be
required to teach students how to react in motor vehicle accidents and other police involvements
because drivers need to know what to do in relation to being pulled over, getting into an accident
with another vehicle, pedestrian, etc. Education programs should also inform student of their rights
when in such critical situations. These skills should be implemented into the existing curriculum at
no additional cost, and therefore no funding will be needed.
Students should be taught what to do should they get into a car accident with another vehicle.
According to the National Center for Health Statistics, motor vehicle crashes are the leading cause
of death for 16-20 year olds, and more than 1,500 16-20 year olds were killed in 2014 alone in
motor vehicle related accidents. In comparison, according to a data website withholding all
information about Illinois’ televised motor vehicle accidents, nearly three-fourths of the 696
accidents this year in Illinois involved someone under the age of twenty five, and over half of the
accidents occurred on a highway.
In the public driver’s education system, according to a DMV’s overview of the Illinois Driver’s Ed
curriculum, they teach students how to drive in hazardous situations, such as ice on the roads, and
in emergency situations, such as what to do when an ambulance drives by, but nothing notes how
to react and respond to being involved in a police involvement.
Teaching students how to react in a police involvement and informing them of their rights would
protect our younger citizens learning to drive. By implementing these tasks in an already existing
program in our public driver’s education program, the State of Illinois would help students learn
how to handle the dangers on the roads, and what they are entitled to with their rights.
Summary:
I will support all legislation that promotes police involvement and knowing-yourrights education in public driver’s education programs.
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6HFWLRQ,$QLQGLYLGXDOKDVWKHULJKWWRXVHGHDGO\IRUFHDVSURWHFWLRQIURPSUREDEOHGHDWK
RUJUHDWERGLO\KDUP7KLVHOLPLQDWHVWKHLQGLYLGXDOµVGXW\WRUHWUHDWSULRUWRVHOIGHIHQVH
$QLQGLYLGXDOZKRXVHVGHDGO\IRUFHLQGHIHQVHRIOLIHZLOOEHUHVSRQVLEOHIRUDQ\FROODWHUDO
GDPDJH WR SURSHUW\ RU RWKHU SHUVRQV (YHU\ HIIRUW VKRXOG EH PDGH WR PLQLPL]H FROODWHUDO
GDPDJH

6
7

6HFWLRQ,,,ILWLVIRXQGWKDWWKHUHZDVQRUHDVRQWREHOLHYHSUREDEOHGHDWKRUJUHDWERGLO\
KDUPWKHQWKHLQGLYLGXDOZLOOEHSURVHFXWHGDFFRUGLQJWRWKHVWDWHRUIHGHUDOODZ

8
9

6HFWLRQ,,,7KLVODZZLOOEHHQIRUFHGE\DOOODZHQIRUFHPHQWDJHQFLHVZLWKMXULVGLFWLRQLQWKH
DUHDZKHUHLQFLGHQWRFFXUUHG

10
11

6HFWLRQ,97KLV%LOOVKDOOJRLQWRHIIHFWRQ-DQXDU\XSRQWKHVLJQDWXUHRIWKH<RXWK
*RYHUQRURIWKH6WDWHRI,OOLQRLV
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RI-39

S-O-07
STATE OF ILLINOIS
Sixty-Eighth Session
Illinois Youth Legislature

Introduced by:

Referred to Committee: Orange 2

Senate Sponsor:

Devansh Shah

House Sponsor:

Jonathan Davis

Co-Sponsors:

Hari Balachandran

Delegation:

Metea Valley High School
A BILL

For an Act Amending Chapter 720 Section 675, of the Illinois Compiled Statutes, relating to
the Sale and Distribution of Tobacco Products Act
BE IT ENACTED BY THE YMCA YOUTH LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ILLINOIS

1
2
3
4

Section I. The sale and distribution of all tobacco products including but not limited to
cigars, cigarettes, chewing tobacco, hookah tobacco, roll-your-own tobacco, and
dissolvable tobacco products is now prohibited. The use of tobacco is still allowed in the
State of Illinois following previously established statutes.

5
6
7
8
9

Section II. Those in violation of Section I will face punishment. For the first offense a fine of
$500 will be placed on them. For the second offense a fine of $1000 and a Class B
misdemeanor will be placed on them. The third offense will result in a fine of $2000 and a
Class 3 felony will given to the perpetrator with a minimum sentence of 2 years. Repeat
offenses will see an increase in fines and jail times as the judge sees fit.

10
11
12

Section III. These infractions will be handled by Illinois State Police, who will be given the
necessary authority and responsibility to handle such crimes. However, they will need a
warrant to pursue any and all action against a suspect.

13
14
15
16
17

Section IV. The root capital for this bill will be acquired from the fines that will be collected,
by the local police, from the infractions that were caused due to this bill. Furthermore, the
revenue generated by the collections will be used to support the bill legally. Any other
capital necessary to enforce and maintain this law will be allocated by the State from other
forms of revenue.

18
19

Section V. This Bill shall go into effect on June 30, 2017, upon the signature of the Youth
Governor of the State of Illinois.
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S-O-08

STATE OF ILLINOIS
Sixty-Eighth Session
Illinois Youth Legislature
Introduced by:
Senate Sponsor:

Referred to Committee: Orange 2
Tarun Rao

House Sponsor:

Giovanni Rodriguez

Co-Sponsors:

Branden Vilk, Opasan Bondad

Delegation:

Adlai E. Stevenson High School

A BILL

For an Act amending Chapter 38 Section 5 Article 1, of the Illinois Compiled Statutes,
relating to implementing prison programs.
BE IT ENACTED BY THE YMCA YOUTH LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ILLINOIS.
1
2
3
4

Section I. This bill will establish new programs in prisons which would ensure a decrease in
the rate of prisoners returning back to prison. The agency, Illinois Department of
Corrections, will enforce modern teaching curriculums, which in turn would help prisoners
adapt to society, rather than cause disruptions.

5
6
7
8

Section II. Initial funding will come from 5% of excise taxes on alcohol and tobacco. Funding
will cover salaries for psychiatrist, therapists, and counselors who have a PhD who have full
acknowledgement on the procedures regarding class curriculums, informational pamphlets
that will be given to patients, and the initial cost of maintaining those room facilities.

9
10
11

Section III. Prisoners will be given a contract, which they must sign in order to enter the
class, detailing a full schedule and curriculum which will be taught in facilities. Psychiatrists,
therapists, and counselors will teach the curriculum in the facilities.

12
13
14
15

Section IV. The curriculum will involve similar teaching programs with regards to the Prison
Education Project in California. The goal of the prison programs would be to approach
enhancement regarding human development, reducing recidivism, saving resources, and
allows participants to ultimately contribute to the economic and civic life of Illinois.

16
17

Section V. This Bill shall go into effect on January 2nd, 2018 upon the signature of the
Youth Governor of the State of Illinois.
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S-O-08
LOBBYIST POSITION PAPER
Lobbyist Name:

Raj Mullick

Delegation:

Adlai E. Stevenson High School Aligned with Preliminary Bill #:

RI-79

I encourage the YMCA youth legislature to pass a bill that will fund the introduction of trained psychologists,
therapists, and drug counselors into Menard and Stateville Correctional Facilities to aid in the rehabilitation
of prisoners and reduce the number of repeat offenders.
With Illinois’s position as a major centre of correctional facilities, and the accompanying reputation earned
through repeated instances of prisoner deaths and uprisings, this bill will address the single largest cause for
the crimes committed by repeat offenders: lack of rehabilitation. Over 45 percent of offenders released from
prison each year will have returned three years later, forty-eight percent of those released from prison each
year recidivate within three years of release and 19% will recidivate within one year of release. Each instance
of recidivism in Illinois costs, on average, approximately $118,746, according to a recent report by the
Illinois Sentencing Policy Advisory Council. Illinois taxpayers cover $40,987 of the cost by paying for arrests,
trials, court proceedings, incarceration and supervision. Assuming Illinois’ recidivism rate stays the same,
taxpayers themselves will pay approximately $5.7 billion for recidivism costs over the next five years(1).
By providing such rehabilitation services as substance counseling, Illinois seeks to put a serious dent into
rates of recidivism, such as when in 2007, the Texas Legislature significantly increased funding to expand the
capacity of existing treatment programs and alternatives to incarceration, including transitional housing for
parolees, in-prison treatment for substance abuse, and outpatient substance abuse treatment for people
under probation supervision, leading to recidivism rates in Texas have improving from 31.2 percent for 2000
releases to 24.3 percent for 2007 releases—a decline of 22 percent(2).
Illinois would be in a position to save hundreds of millions, like the state of California, which in 2000, passed
the Substance Abuse and Crime Prevention Act, or Proposition 36, to direct people from within the prison
system into treatment programs. The University of California showed that Proposition 36 saved the state
approximately $173 million in the first year alone. The Justice Policy Institute conducted a separate study
and found that California saved more than $350 million from 2000 to 2006(3).
In contrast, the cost of such rehabilitation programs would pale in comparison, such as in Maryland, where it
costs between $26,390 and $38,383 annually to incarcerate a drug offender in Maryland. Costs for
treatment vary by level of care and length of treatment, but even the most expensive treatment is less costly
than incarceration. A 2008 study estimated treatment costs ranged from an average of $2,326 for nonmethadone outpatient services—and $7,409 per episode for methadone treatment—to $21,404 for
therapeutic community treatment(4).
While the initiative will pay for itself many times over as time goes on, in the short term, in order to pay for
the start-up costs of the rehab programs, a 5 percent tax will be imposed upon the sale of alcohol and
tobacco products. Continuing to use the model of Maryland, HB 951, a piece of legislation dedicated to
raising taxes on alcoholic beverages, with just a dime increase in thetax paid for a drink, was projected by
David H. Jernigan of the Johns Hopkins Bloomberg School of Public Health to increase the State of Maryland’s
tax revenue by $214,448,457, which, going back to the cost of rehab for prisoners in Maryland, is far more
than the cost of rehab programs for prisoners(5).
Summary:
I will support all legislation that will establish and fund in-prison treatment and
rehabilitation for substance abuse within correctional facilities in the state of Illinois.
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S-O-09

STATE OF ILLINOIS
Sixty-Eighth Session
Illinois Youth Legislature

Introduced by:

Referred to Committee Orange 3

Senate Sponsor:

Sydney Veselik

House Sponsor:

Elsie Layman

Co-Sponsors:

Katie Rihel, Heather Marz

Delegation:

Oswego

A BILL
For an Act Creating Chapter 35 Article 110, Article 3-6, of the Illinois Compiled Statutes,
relating to Service Use Tax Act.
BE IT ENACTED BY THE YMCA YOUTH LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ILLINOIS.
1
2
3

Section I. This bill shall create Sec. 3-6 of the REVENUE (35 ILCS 110/3) Service Use Tax
Act. This bill shall disqualify certain unhealthy foods from the reduced tax rate of 1%, thus
making their tax rate the same as Illinois sales tax rate.

4
5

Section II. Unhealthy food will be defined as those with a high glycemic index of 70 or
higher.

6
7

Section III. The increased tax revenue shall help to fund the operation of properly certified
food pantries in each county.

8
9

Section IV. The Illinois Department of Revenue will be responsible for assessment and
collection of this tax and also punishment of tax evaders.

10
11

Section V. This Bill shall go into effect on January 1, 2018 upon the signature of the Youth
Governor of the State of Illinois.

Orange - 73

RI-52

S-O-10
STATE OF ILLINOIS
Sixty-Eighth Session
Illinois Youth Legislature

Introduced by:

Referred to Committee: Orange 3

Senate Sponsor:

Radha Patel

House Sponsor:

Rachel Kraemer

Co-Sponsors:

Shreya Sridhara

Delegation:

Neuqua Valley High School

A BILL
For an Act Creating Chapter 110, Section 156, Article 1, of the Illinois Compiled Statutes, relating
to Ease of College Applications.
BE IT ENACTED BY THE YMCA YOUTH LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ILLINOIS.
1
2
3

Section I. This bill will ease the college application for all students by requiring all Illinois public
institutions of higher education to offer the Common Application as their only method of applying.

4
5
6

Section II. In order for an institution of higher education to partner with the Common Application,
there is a $1500 membership fee and then, on average, each aforementioned institution pays
$4.00 per application received through the Common Application.

7
8
9
10

Section III. All state universities will cease using their local application system by June 1st, 2018.
All monies previously allocated to their local application system will now be used to pay the
aforementioned fees to the Common Application. These universities are still permitted to
demand an application fee from each student applicant.

11
12
13
14

Section IV. If these institutions choose not to comply with the aforementioned requirements, the
state will withhold their state funding until they do so. If these institutions do not comply
within six (6) months of the passage of this bill, they will forfeit their state funding altogether.
This will be overseen by the Illinois Board of Higher Education.

15
16

Section V. This Bill shall go into effect on January 1st, 2018 upon the signature of the Youth
Governor of the State of Illinois.
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Lobbyist Position Paper

Lobbyist Name:

Anuva Shandilya

Delegation:

Neuqua Valley High School

Aligned with Preliminary Bill #: RI 52

I encourage the YMCA Youth Legislature to pass a bill that will require all Illinois public institutions
of higher education to offer students the Common Application as the only method of application.
Applying for colleges is possibly the most stressful activity students can take part in as for many, it
decides their whole future. The process is made even more torturous when multiple, independent
applications have to be sent to a multitude of universities. For this reason, mental health issues
and stress disorders are on the rise, and according to the CDC, suicide is the second leading cause
of death for people ages 15-24, while many others face potential chronic illnesses due to their
mental health and stress levels. The CDC also states that the United States is facing a sleepdeficiency epidemic, which is plaguing the nation, poisoning its citizens and ruining their wellbeing.
These statistics, combined with a rigorous high school workload, are just some of the hardships
that plague students lives; hardships that this bill could help diminish.
The bill in question will help potentially save people’s lives by decreasing the amount of stress
associated with college applications, therefore stabilizing, and possibly even decreasing, the
number of mental health issues among adolescents. This bill will also provide a crucial amount of
sleep to adolescents, since applying through the Common Application is easier and more efficient.
But not only will students benefit, colleges will as well. Colleges utilizing the effective method
generally receive more applications, which leads to lower admission rates, hence, increasing the
prestige of the school. Also, financially, switching is not a problem as funds previously used for the
old application method can be used towards the $1500 member fee for joining the Common
Application, as well as the $4 charge on every application the college receives. These monetary fees
are but a fraction of what a college makes off of applications, and considering the fact that there
was a 30% increase in the number of colleges using the Common Application as of last year, it is
statistically proven that many colleges are finding the Common Application beneficial.
Summary: I will support all legislation that promotes easier application to Illinois public institutions
of higher education.
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STATE OF ILLINOIS
Sixty-Eighth Session
Illinois Youth Legislature

Introduced by:
Senate Sponsor:

Referred to Committee: Orange 3
Kathryn Moreno

House Sponsor:

Nicole Johnson

Co-Sponsors:

Miriam Nunez, Oscar Romero

Delegation:

Leyden

A BILL
For an Act Amending Chapter 410, of the Illinois Compiled Statutes, relating to parking for
expectant mothers.
BE IT ENACTED BY THE YMCA YOUTH LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ILLINOIS.
1

Section I. This bill will regulate parking spaces for women expecting a baby.

2
3

Section II. These parking spots must be located before the distance of 60 feet from the business
entrance

4
5

Section III. Any mall, public park, retail store, restaurant, or any location containing at least 4
parking spaces will be required to display the signs in the parking lot.

6

Section IV. Each business will be required to place one sign per twenty parking spaces.

7
8

Section V. The price to put up each sign is forty-five dollars, and will be paid for by the individual
business.

9
10
11
12

Section VI. The fine for incorrectly parking in this spot is one-hundred dollars. All responsibility is
placed on the mothers to make sure they receive a parking plaque. If they do not possess a parking
plaque at the time of parking in a designated parking space, the mother will receive a one-hundred
dollar fine.

13
14

Section VII. The fine for businesses failing to post the signs will be one-hundred dollars per month
until the sign(s) have been posted.

15

Section VIII. These funds will go to Planned Parenthood.

16
17
18

Section IX. The expectant mothers will receive a parking plaque from their doctor when they enter
their third month of pregnancy, or earlier if the doctor determines the pregnancy is unreasonably
uncomfortable, according to the respective doctor’s standards.

19
20

Section X. This bill shall go into effect on January 5, 2018, upon the signing of the Youth Governor
of the State of Illinois.
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Lobbyist Position Paper
Lobbyist name: Daniel Russo
Delegation: Amos Alonzo Stagg High School
Aligned with preliminary bill #: RII-28
I encourage the legislature to pass a bill that removes speed restrictions on all highways in the
state of Illinois.
Illinois should remove speed restrictions from all highways because this will ensure a safe and more
efficient way of travel. Instead of having faster drivers make multiple lane changes to avoid slower
drivers and increase the risk of an accident, how it is on current highways, faster drivers can go as
fast as they would like and slower drivers would stay in the right lane, which in turn will save
people time. This would be of no cost to the state because they would only need to remove the
speed limit signs.
The removal of speed limits would not make travel less dangerous because there would be a more
efficient system, fast drivers in the left line, slower drivers in the right lanes, and when you see
someone coming up behind you get into the right lane and let him pass safely. According to the U.S.
Department of Transportation approximately 539,000 two-vehicle lane change crashes occurred in
the U.S. in 1999, and 226,360 of these where from merging into another lane trying to pass
someone up. If you eliminate the driver of the fast car trying to get around someone and have the
slower driver move over you reduce the risk of an accident resulting in less car crashes.
I believe the removal of speed limits will benefit the highway system and the people who use it.
Also I believe the highway will become a safer and more efficient way of travel.
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Lobbyist Name:

Allison Van Nieuwenhuyse

Delegation:

Stagg High School

Aligned with Preliminary Bill #: RII-28

I strongly encourage the YMCA Youth Legislature to pass a bill that amends the current speed limit
laws on the highway by eliminating the speed limit entirely in the state of Illinois.
A maximum speed limit is posted or set by statute on a highway to inform motorists of the highest
speed considered to be safe and reasonable under favorable road, traffic, and weather conditions.
Raising speed limits in the region of the 85th percentile speed has an extremely beneficial effect on
drivers complying with the posted speed limits.
Countries like Germany (in the Autobahn) unlimited speed limits and they’ve seen the success that it
brings. Their accidents are down, their citations are down, and citizens are happier. There would be
less accidents, when keeping everyone at a general speed traffic increases and thats how accidents
occur. Speed is not the culprit of accidents, bad driving and not paying attention is.
Although you may not be pulled over for speeding, reckless driving and driving under the influence
will be monitored. There will still be a recommended speed limit signs posted but will serve as a
guidance tool. Eliminating speed limits on highways would create less traffic and reduce accidents
on the highway.
Summary: I strongly support all legislation that amends the current speed limit laws on the highway
in Illinois.
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STATE OF ILLINOIS
Sixty-Eighth Session
Illinois Youth Legislature
Introduced by:

Referred to Committee: Orange 4

Senate Sponsor:

Frida Banuelos

House Sponsor:

Lizbeth Guzman

Co-Sponsors: Jesus Delgado
Delegation:

Leyden
A BILL

For an Act Amending Chapter 105, of the Illinois State Statutes relating to Sex Ed courses.
BE IT ENACTED BY THE YMCA YOUTH LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ILLINOIS.

1

Section I. This Bill will require all High Schools in the State of Illinois to enact a Sex Education unit.

2
3
4

Section II. This curriculum will provide information about sexual behavior;
how to use
contraceptives for both genders; what the different types of sexually transmitted diseases are; and
what consent looks and sounds like.

5
6

Section III. This course will be added to a P.E class as part of an extra unit, which will be a
requirement in order to graduate since it is within the P.E course.

7
8

Section IV. Students can receive a parental permission slip form that will allow them to miss one
chapter of the Sex Education class. However, they cannot miss the entirety of the Sex Ed Unit.

9

Section V. This Sex Ed Unit will be for no less than three weeks and no more than five weeks.

10

Section VI. This course will be funded by PREP (Personal Responsibility Education Program).

11
12

Section VI. Not complying with the bill by the beginning of the 2017-2018 school year will result in
mandatory dual credit for students to complete.

13
14

Section VII. This Bill shall go into effect on, upon the signature of the Youth Governor of the State
of Illinois.

15

Section VIII. The Illinois Department of Education will be enforcing this bill.
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STATE OF ILLINOIS
Sixty-Eighth Session
Illinois Youth Legislature

Introduced by:

Referred to Committee: Orange 4

Senate Sponsor:

Andrew Prozorovsky

House Sponsor:

Eunice Chang

Co-Sponsors:

Shiksha Agrawal

Delegation:

Neuqua Valley High School
A BILL

For an Act amending Article IV of Section 2, of the Illinois Constitution, relating to
redistricting.
BE IT ENACTED BY THE YMCA YOUTH LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ILLINOIS.
1
2
3

Section I. This amendment will reform the current redistricting process to make it fairer by
requiring the boundaries to be drawn by a nonpartisan, independent commission similar to
that of California’s that will be known as the Illinois Independent Redistricting Commission.

4
5
6
7
8

Section II. The Illinois Independent Redistricting Commission will be funded by a 5% sin tax on
cigarettes. In 2015, the state of Illinois made $836.5 million dollars off of a $1.98 tax per pack on
cigarettes. This bill would add 5% to the current sin tax on cigarettes, making the tax per pack
$2.08. The government of Illinois then would make roughly 44 million dollars more, which would
be used to fund the honorarium of each member on the Commission.

9
10
11
12

Section III. 12 members will be placed on the Commission and appointed by the State
Legislature through an application process. Each member requires a two-thirds approval by each
body of the legislature. There must be a balance between Democrats, Republicans, and
Independents on the Commission.

13
14
15
16
17

Section IV. The state will provide information from the census to the Commission including
information on race and ethnicity but excluding information relating to political affiliation.
Contiguity and compactness will be requirements for districts, and keeping ethnic neighborhoods
together as one by political boundaries, meaning by city or community, will also be an additional
requirement.

18
19
20

Section V. In the case that this law is violated by members of the state legislature, the laws
must be redrawn by the Commission and the lines originally drawn by the state legislature will be
discounted.

21
22

Section VI. This Bill shall go into effect on January 1st, 2018 upon the signature of the Youth
Governor of the State of Illinois.

Orange - 81

S-O-14
LOBBYIST POSITION PAPER
Lobbyist Name: Nisha Suresh
Delegation: Neuqua Valley High School
Aligned with Preliminary Bill #: RI-53
I propose to the YMCA Youth Legislature to pass a bill encouraging to redraw congressional
districts.
This bill in question would greatly optimize compactness and a contrast of political ideas inside of
districts in an effort to distribute fair voting among running politicians. The current districts drawn
in the state of Illinois allow politicians to choose their voters, rather than the other way around.
Partisan controlled gerrymandering is currently a practice with the intention of a particular political
candidate to gain an advantage through the manipulation of district boundaries. The issue with
gerrymandering comes with the unfair political advantage when a politician commits the
redesignation of districts in an effort to ensure a heavy majority for themselves and their political
allies, resulting in a dishonest victory by a landslide.
Under politicians who take part in partisan gerrymandering, it is almost impossible to elect
representatives of legislative seats. According to an article titled "This Is Actually What America
Would Look like without Gerrymandering” from the Washington Post, the major party will unfairly
draw the district lines in an effort to give the opposing dominating party to lose no matter the
number of votes casted in the opposing favor. This creates districts with people of similar political
ideologies in an attempt to increase the favor of a certain candidate. As stated by Rick Pearson
from the Chicago Tribune, Illinois’s 4th congressional district is rather known as the “Earmuff
district” It’s no surprise that this district is represented by U.S. Rep. Luis Gutierrez, as this district
was created to put together the two major Hispanic parts of Chicago, representing the stance of
the Latino community. Gutierrez took the victory by dominating 82% of all votes in 1992. The
strangely drawn congressional district is the result of uncompetitive elections due to the court
support for minority voting rights and domination of the Democratic Party in Illinois. This is a prime
example of the unfair successes of the political figures who utilize this partisan redistricting.
In Illinois the lines are drawn by the legislature and are influenced by the party in power. This bill
starts a project to stress the requirements for the district lines to be more compact and contrast
the ideologies inside the districts. However, this redistricting bill is a suggestive alternative would
enforce district control under a non-partisan third party group. This redistricting commission will
be funded by a 5% sin tax on cigarettes, making approximately 44 million dollars.
Summary: I will support all legislation that works towards a non-partisan 3rd party congressional
redistricting, due to the unfair advantages reaped by politicians that take part in partisan
gerrymandering.
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STATE OF ILLINOIS
Sixty-Eighth Session
Illinois Youth Legislature

Introduced by:

Referred to Committee: Orange 4

Senate Sponsor:

Alayna Hicks

House Sponsor:

Elizabeth Crawford

Co-Sponsors:

Kadin Kiselewski

Delegation:

Sesser-Valier

A BILL
For an Act Ammending Act 105, Chapter 5 Section 2, of the Illinois Compiled Statutes,
relating to fine arts credit required to graduate from Illinois public schools..
BE IT ENACTED BY THE YMCA YOUTH LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ILLINOIS.
1
2

Section I. All Illinois public high school students shall be required to attain at least one fine
arts credit in order to graduate.

3
4

Section II. Fine arts shall be classified as those classes that fall under the following
categories: art, music, theater, and dance.

5

Section III. Individual classes shall be approved by the Illinois State Board of Education.

6

Section IV. Funding shall come from raising the price of lottery tickets from $1.00 to $1.50.

7
8

Section V. This Bill shall go into effect on July 1, 2018 upon the signature of the Youth
Governor of the State of Illinois.
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STATE OF ILLINOIS
Sixty-Eighth Session
Illinois Youth Legislature

Introduced by:

Referred to Committee: Orange 4

Senate Sponsor:

Sarah Park

House Sponsor:

Julie Chung

Co-Sponsors:

Eric Kang, Sush Venkatasubramanian

Delegation:

Adlai E. Stevenson
A BILL

For an Act Creating Chapter 430, Section 67, of the Illinois Compiled Statutes, relating to firearm
training classes while obtaining an FOID.
BE IT ENACTED BY THE YMCA YOUTH LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ILLINOIS.
1
2
3
4

Section I. All person wanting to obtain a Firearm Owner's Identification card are required to attend
a 2 hour class proctored by a certified police officer located in their respective City Hall and pass
an examination following this class in order to meet a requirement to obtain a FOID (Firearm
Owner’s Identification) card. This class will be held once a month.

5
6

Section II. This class will educate purchasers on how to safely handle and store a firearm, in
addition to warning them of the consequences that come with having a firearm.

7
8
9

Section III. This class will include the following methods of safe storage practices: disassembling the
firearm while at home, having a safe lock pad where the gun is located, and ensuring the location of
the firearm is not in an easily accessible area to ensure child safety.

10
11
12
13

Section IV. Police officers, hunter safety professors, and armed specialists will be given the syllabus
of what to cover during the class, and they will have to give an oral presentation over the material
to prove proficiency to a panel of instructors from the Illinois Sheriff’s department to become
certified as an instructor.

14
15
16
17
18

Section V. Follow up questions about the class will be directed to all viewers after the lesson. 45
questions will be randomly selected from a designated bank of 200 questions. In order to ensure
full comprehension, 39 out of the 45 questions must be answered correctly. There will also be a
practical portion of this assessment where all viewers will be asked to perform a demonstration of
disassembling a firearm.

19
20
21

Section VI. If 39 out of the 45 questions of the comprehension test are not answered correctly,
then the person must retake the 2 hour class again. There is no limit to how many times a person
can retake this class.

22
23
24

Section VII. Every 10 years, with the renewal of one’s FOID card, one must retest and pass with a
score of 39 or higher out of 45. If one does not reach the minimum score, the person must retake
the training class and test with a score of 39 or higher out of 45.

25
26

Section VIII. Funding for this Bill we be collected from a 15% (0.03 cents) increase of sin tax on
cigarettes.

27
28

Section IX. This Bill shall go into effect on May 1, 2017 upon the signature of the Youth Governor
of the State of Illinois.
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Lobbyist Name:

Zuzanna Kubiszewski

Delegation: Adlai E. Stevenson High School
Aligned with Preliminary Bill #:

RI-82

I encourage the YMCA youth legislature to pass a bill that will ensure the methods of obtaining a
FOID card cover all aspects of firearm safety and consequences that come with having a firearm in
a household. I am in complete support of this bill.
The fact that obtaining a gun within the State of Illinois is such an easy process is a terrifying
thing. In order to obtain any form of firearms within the state of Illinois all one must do is register
to get a Firearm Owner’s Identification Card (FOID), which is a process that costs less than $20 and
requires a simple background check. Although there are other requirements that need to be met,
precautions are not really taken to ensure the safety of the general public. Studies show that within
children, gun safety programs prove to ineffective, which continue to make guns unsafe within
homes. According to studies from Marjorie Sanfilippo, a professor of psychology at Eckerd College,
even after children were taught to report any form of firearm, when placed in a real-life situation
involving firearms, they did not react how they were supposed to, in order to ensure their safety.
This proves to be alarming as the repercussions of guns within homes are not normally discussed,
and they can lead to situations that put whole families at risk.
The main purpose of this bill is not to make it more difficult to obtain a FOID card, but to ensure
that those receiving the card are truly aware of the precautions they must take when handling
firearms and storing them within houses. Seeing as most individuals that try to obtain a FOID card
do know the severity of consequences firearms can have, this educational course will only act as
reassurance of their skills. Those willing to obtain FOID cards should have no problem going
through this course as the sole reason for the creation of this bill is to ensure the safety of the
general public and loved ones of those whom wish to obtain FOID cards.
Summary: I will support all legislation that will educate the general public of the consequences of
having a firearm within a household and general gun safety. Within the months of January to
October of 2016 there have been over 46,000 gun incidents within the United States, and from
2014 to October of 2016 there have been over 10,000 deaths due to gun violence alone. We
cannot let this continue, and we must look towards protecting our general public. By passing this
Bill we are looking towards a safer future for the general public of Illinois.
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STATE OF ILLINOIS
Sixty-Eighth Session
Illinois Youth Legislature
Introduced by:

Referred to Committee: Orange 5

Senate Sponsor:

Taylor Heil

House Sponsor:

Alex Haake

Co-Sponsors:

Becca Peach, Kaity Hixon

Delegation:

Carterville High School

A BILL
For an Act creating section Chapter 735, of the Illinois Compiled Statutes, relating to the use of
unmarked vehicles by police officers.
BE IT ENACTED BY THE YMCA YOUTH LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ILLINOIS.
1
2
3
4

Section L. This bill will create procedure guidelines to be followed by citizens in
motorized vehicles being pulled over by unmarked police vehicles. An unmarked police
vehicle is defined as having no distinctive identifiable marking but may have portable
emergency lights.

5
6
7
8
9
10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18

Section II In the case of an unmarked police vehicle signaling for a civilian vehicle to pull
over, the operator is to immediately decelerate to at least five miles per hour under the
legal speed limit and turn on the vehicle's hazard lights. The operator is then required to
call 911 or a police station phone number.
The motor vehicle operator is pardoned
of the law banning the use of handheld devices while driving, if and only if the device is
used to contact 911 or a police station equivalent. While in contact with either 911 or
police equivalent, the operator is to ask the dispatcher if the unmarked vehicle has
authorization from a supervisor to pursue their vehicle. If authorization was granted to
the police officer, the operator of the vehicle in pursuit is to pull over immediately.If
no authorization was granted, the motor vehicle operator is to stay on the phone
line and drive to the nearest police station. If the operator has no access to a cellular
device, they are to decelerate to at least five miles per hour under the legal speed
limit and turn on the vehicle's hazard lights. The operator is then to immediately drive to
the nearest police station.

19
20
21
22

Section III. If the operator fails to comply with the above procedure, they are susceptible
to standard driving citations. If the operator does comply with the above procedure, and
the officer has received authorization, the operator is still responsible for the initial
offense committed.

23
24

Section IV. This Bill shall go into effect on April 20, 2018 upon the signature of the Youth
Governor of the State of Illinois.
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Lobbyist Name:

Bailey Morgan

Delegation:

Carterville High School

Aligned with Preliminary Bill #: RIII-12
I encourage the YMCA Youth Legislature to pass a bill that will revise the procedure of a civilian
being pulled over by an unmarked police vehicle.
According to the Illinois Law Enforcement Training and Standards Board, an unmarked police
vehicle is defined as "[having] no distinctive identifiable marking but may have portable
emergency warning lights". It is stated in the ILETSB Police Pursuit Guidelines under Phase Two
of procedure in paragraph 10, "Unmarked or other departmental vehicles, except for marked,
semi-marked and motorcycle units, may not initiate a pursuit without the authorization of a
supervisor unless there is an imminent threat to life or great bodily harm represented by the
continued freedom of the suspect".
In 2013 in Cleveland, OH, a woman who believed that she was pulling over for an unmarked police
car, reported that she was sexually assaulted and robbed by a man who was still never convicted.
This happens all over the country and with a goal to minimize the instances such as this one in
Illinois, establishing an exact procedure for a civilian being pursued by an unmarked vehicle is an
obvious first step.
Summary:
I will support all legislation that promotes new procedural guidelines for any
person operating a motorized vehicle who is pursued by an unmarked police car.
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STATE OF ILLINOIS
Sixty-Eighth Session
Illinois Youth Legislature

Introduced by:

Referred to Committee: Orange 5

Senate Sponsor:

Julian Sanchez

House Sponsor:

Brandon Paxton

Co-Sponsors:

Leilani Mathews, Samuel Alvarado

Delegation:

Harold L. Richards

A BILL
For an Act creating Chapter 410, Section 210, of the Illinois Compiled Statutes, relating to
HPV Vaccine Act.
BE IT ENACTED BY THE YMCA YOUTH LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ILLINOIS.
1
2

Section I. All children must receive the Human-Papilloma Virus (HPV) vaccination prior to
being admitted into an Illinois public high school.

3
4
5

Section II. The “HPV vaccine” refers to any vaccine containing a substance intended to
prevent the occurrence of HPV, which is administered separately or in conjunction with
other substances intended to prevent other diseases.

6
7
8

Section III. Students will be required to submit a written record of vaccination that has been
signed and dated by a health care provider at the time of registration for high school. All
documents must be verified by the school nurse or health care facilitator.

9
10

Section IV. A parent or guardian of a student may submit a signed statement to school
officials with an objection to the vaccine on religious grounds.

11
12

Section V. This Bill shall go into effect on August 1, 2017 upon the signature of the Youth
Governor of the State of Illinois.
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STATE OF ILLINOIS
Sixty-Eighth Session
Illinois Youth Legislature
Introduced by:

Referred to Committee: Orange 5

Senate Sponsor:

Gabija Tonkunas

House Sponsor:

Michael Vivo

Co-Sponsors:

Ifeyinwa Nwachukwu and Philip Henry

Delegation:

Neuqua Valley High School

A BILL
For an Act removing Article 28 Chapter
Compiled Statutes, relating to gambling.

38 Section

1-28, of the

Illinois

BE IT ENACTED BY THE YMCA YOUTH LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ILLINOIS.
1
2

Section I. This bill will create two State owned and operated casinos.

3
4

Section II. One will be located in the city of Chicago and one the other will be located in
southern Illinois near the border of Missouri and the city of St. Louis.

5

Section III. This will supplement current funding for Illinois’ education system.

6
7

Section IV. The casinos will be self-supporting, meaning that their profit is used to pay for
the up keep of the casinos and pay for the employees of the casinos.

8

Section V. The casinos will be regulated by the Gaming Control Board.

9
10

Section VI. This Bill shall go into effect on January 1, 2018 upon the signature of the Youth
Governor of the State of Illinois.
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Lobbyist Name:

Jessica Liu

Delegation:

Neuqua Valley High School

Aligned with Preliminary Bill #: RI-54
I encourage the YMCA Youth Legislature to pass a bill that mandates the construction of two
state-run, tax-exempt casinos in Illinois whose revenue will supplement the Illinois education fund.
A 2008 episode of Oprah showed a video called “Trading Schools” that followed a group of
students from an inner-city Chicago school as they toured the campus of Neuqua Valley High
School in suburban Naperville, Illinois. As they stared in awe of Neuqua Valley’s well-maintained
collection of advanced facilities, a group of Neuqua Valley students toured their inner-city school in
exchange. The Neuqua Valley students saw a school unable to afford the educational resources it
needed. While wealthier school districts, such as Neuqua Valley’s District 204, are able to make up
for the lack of funds using local sources, districts with a larger population of students from lowincome families, such as certain areas near inner-city Chicago, struggle to maintain an acceptable
standard of education due to underfunding. It is clear that changes must be made to Illinois’
education funding system.
Compared to every other state in the country, Illinois ranks last in terms of state contribution to
education funds. When looking at the percentage of education funding that comes from the state,
Illinois’ 25% stands in stark contrast to the national average of 50%. This comparison, based on
data gathered by Reboot Illinois, illustrates the inadequate support Illinois is providing its schools.
Since 2010, public schools in Illinois have been deprived of $1.4 billion because of cuts in funding,
seeing that only 89% of state funding was actually received by schools. While Illinois’ struggling
economy is a portion of the problem, steps should be taken to find new ways to provide financial
support for schools. Such a method would be the construction of casinos, which are known to
boost employment and economic activity. According to SEIGMA News, counties that have casinos
have an employment rate 8% higher than counties without casinos. For example, the recently
opened Plainridge Park Casino in Plainville, Massachusetts was able to generate $22 million in
direct wage and 558 new full-time jobs for the community. 85% of the $22 million went back to
state residents, and $105 million was added to the Massachusetts gross state product.
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With casino revenue expanding the state education budget, school funding can be improved. The
playing field will be leveled for previously disadvantaged schools, giving all students an equal
opportunity to achieve academic success, access higher education, and have prosperous futures.
This will help Illinois lower unemployment and improve economic performance in the long term.
Summary: I will support all legislation that promotes financial support and economic opportunities
for underdeveloped areas.
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STATE OF ILLINOIS
Sixty-Eighth Session
Illinois Youth Legislature

Introduced by:

Referred to Committee: Orange 5

Senate Sponsor:

Mitchell Bulla

House Sponsor:

Jackson Stubblefield

Co-Sponsors:

Parker Robbins and Addison Page

Delegation:

Sesser-Valier

A BILL
For an Act ammending Chapter 105 Article 26, of the Illinois Compiled Statutes, relating to
benchmark testing for homeschoolers.
BE IT ENACTED BY THE YMCA YOUTH LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ILLINOIS.
1
2
3

Section I. This bill will require all homeschooled students in Illinois to take at least three
standardized benchmark tests in fifth grade, eighth grade and junior year, the scores of which will
be sent to the Illinois Board of Education.

4
5

Section II. The test will be written by the Illinois Board of Education based on the curriculum of the
current grade.

6
7

Section III. The test will cost fifteen (15) dollars to cover any expenses in the writing and
distribution of the test.

8
9

Section IV. The ACT, SAT, or any other accepted form of standardized test can replace the junior
year test.

10

Section V. The minimum accepted score is at or above the 33rd percentile.

11
12
13

Section VI. Should a student fail or simply refuse to take the test, he or she will be held back until
he or she passes the test(s). Upon repeated offenses the student shall be enrolled in his or her
district’s public school or an approved private school the following year.
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14
15

Section VII. The testing shall be held in a public school or another location approved by the district
superintendent on the first Saturdays of April and May.

16
17

Section VIII. This Bill shall go into effect on January 1st, 2018 upon the signature of the Youth
Governor of the State of Illinois.
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Lobbyist Name:

Luke Prudent

Delegation:

Sesser Valier High School

Aligned with Preliminary Bill #:

RIII-28

There are 400,000 homeschooled students in Illinois. On average there are 13.5 million students
attending school in Illinois.There are also on average thirty thousand homeschooled students in
Illinois. Sixty percent of homeschooled students go back to public school at some point in their
lives. When they go back they are behind most students at a public school statistics show.
We would like to encourage homeschooling, but we would like to mandate it by the Illinois
government. This would the student be on the same level of education when he or she goes back to
public school. Our bill would require homeschooled students to take a test in the third, seventh, and
eleventh years of school. These tests would see where the student is at, and what fields the
student may need help in.
After the student takes the standardized test we will be able to see where that student is at
academically, then to do in order to help that student. If the test scores are dropping, the student
can get the help he or she needs. This bill would help the future of students career, because if he or
she has the right education it can help the career and path of their future.
Summary:

I will support legislation that requires standardized testing to homeschooled students.
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Introduced by:

Referred to Committee: Orange 6

Senate Sponsor:

Grace Krikie

House Sponsor:

Lizzy Powers

Co-Sponsors:

Camdyn Anders, Leah Theodor

Delegation:

Oswego
A BILL

For an Act Creating Chapter 50, Section 711, Article 1, of the Illinois Compiled Statutes,
relating to local and state police departments firearm policies.
BE IT ENACTED BY THE YMCA YOUTH LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ILLINOIS.
1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9
10
11
12
13
14

Section I. Patrolling officers can no longer carry firearms on their designated belts and
instead forfeit such weapons to authorized police weapon carrying vans. Said vans will
carry a full range of firearms and lethal weapons that the specific department holds. The
number of vans within a town is determined based on the number of precincts within that
department. Firearm vans, owned by the State of Illinois, are labeled for this specific
purpose and the only permitted drivers are officers employed at the coordinating police
department. Police officers on duty will continue to have a fully equipped belt that carries
all formerly designated equipment except firearms. If a firearm is needed, an officer will
need consent from a superior via voice or radio confirmation. Superior permission may only
be granted for violent/armed criminal interaction. Patrollers of a security sensitive location
will automatically be granted permission to carry firearms if the department judges it to be
necessary. After each grant of permission, the superior and the responding officer(s) are
required to fill out paperwork as to why the firearm was necessary and the outcome of the
situation. All paperwork is to be kept on file at the department.

15
16
17

Section II. All individuals who fail to comply will immediately be placed on unpaid
administrative leave and be investigated by The Commission on Accreditation for Law
Enforcement Agencies.

18
19

Section III. The Commission on Accreditation for Law Enforcement Agencies will monitor the
implementation of this law at all police stations.

20
21

Section IV. This Bill shall go into effect on January 1, 2017 upon the signature of the
Youth Governor of the State of Illinois.
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LOBBYIST POSITION PAPER
Lobbyist Name:
Delegation:
Aligned with Preliminary Bill #:

Peyton Raleigh
Oswego High School
RI-70

This is a bill designed to improve the safety of Illinois’ communities. In order to maintain the safety
and order of every municipality in Illinois, there must be a trust between law enforcement and the
citizens. Due to recent events, this trust has been negatively impacted. Just this year, according to
The Washington Post, there have been over 800 lives taken at the hands of law enforcement
firearms.
I believe This statistic is astoundingly shocking and demands change. In our bill, we have decided to
remove firearms from the belt of all law enforcement. This is not to put police officers in harm’s
way; it is instead to remove the threat of violence in the communities of Illinois. The firearms will
not be completely removed from communities, however. Instead, there will be designated vans
patrolling communities with all necessary firearms for any confrontation a police officer may
encounter.
Though this tactic may seem extremely new for citizens of Illinois, however the implementation of
law enforcement firearm vans has been proven successful in the United Kingdom. The use of
firearms in the United Kingdom’s law enforcement has consistently decreased after the
implementation of their ARVs (Armed Response Vehicles). This not only decreases the opportunity
for fatal interactions to occur, but it also decreases public spending and taxes on unneeded
equipment for the police officers. This will cut taxes in the communities of Illinois, something that
taxpayers everywhere desire.
The implementation of firearm vans in Illinois will not strip law enforcement officers of all their
equipment. The other lethal and non-lethal equipment will remain on the belt of every police officer
in every community of Illinois. Due to recent events in our country and around the world, the
protection of police officers is a high priority. However the protection of community members is
also a main priority, which is why all items excluding any firearms on the police officers’ belt will
remain. This will ensure police and citizen safety in Illinois.
I believe this bill, if passed will greatly impact our state. The diminishing trust between law
enforcement and communities will be restored.
Summary: I will support any bills concerning firearm safety.
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STATE OF ILLINOIS
Sixty-Eighth Session
Illinois Youth Legislature
Introduced by:
Senate Sponsor:

Bill Heniades

Referred to Committee: Orange 6

House Sponsor:

Michelle Lee

Co-Sponsors:

Trisha Prabhu, Lauren Simpson

Delegation:

Neuqua Valley High School
A BILL

For an Act Amending Chapter 38 Section 3 articles 3a-15.1, of the Illinois Compiled Statutes,
relating to FOID card fees.
BE IT ENACTED BY THE YMCA YOUTH LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ILLINOIS.
1
2

Section I. This bill increases the mandatory fee to receive an issued FOID (Firearm Owner
Identification) from $10 to $85.

3
4
5

Section II. The Illinois State Police Firearms Service Bureau will oversee the execution of this fee in
statewide or online distributors. Issuers that fail to comply with this law will be suspended from
issuing FOID cards until the fee is instituted.

6
7

Section III. The generated revenue collected from the increased fee will go back to the state of
Illinois to decrease the cumulated debt.

8
9

Section IV. This Bill shall go into effect on April 10th, 2017 upon the signature of the Youth
Governor of the State of Illinois.
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Lobbyist Name:

Prajit Chatterjee

Delegation:

Neuqua Valley High School

Aligned with Preliminary Bill #: 5,ë
I encourage the YMCA Youth Legislature to pass a bill that increases the mandatory fee of the FOID
Card (Firearm Owner Identification) from to $85.
According to CNN, during the Fourth of July weekend, four people were killed in Chicago due to gun
violence. These deaths, deaths that occured during a time of celebration and rejoicing, were
completely needless. The bill I am advocating for would reduce the amount of needless deaths in
households and other areas across the State of Illinois. As of right now, gun violence is rampant in
households across the state, especially in areas with average incomes bordering on poverty. A rise
in guns within households is steadily increasing the amount of homocides and needless suicides, due
to how readily available they are. This violence and death are increasingly prevalent in
impoverished areas due to the quick and impulsive actions that guns offer to deeper socioeconomic
and psychological issues. Poor people are not the happiest people, because of the condition that
they are in, and the stressful times some of them face on a daily basis. According to USA Today,
poverty is directly related to increased gun violence and death. The aforementioned source says that
eight of the ten states with the most gun violence in the nation have a poverty rate that is above
the national average of 15.8%. One of the first steps towards reducing these, in most cases,
unintentional and needless deaths, is to reduce the accessibility of firearms through increasing the
cost of the Firearm Owner Identification Card. This will not prevent more gun deaths, but will reduce
them considering they will make it harder for people to purchase guns. Obviously guns will still be
available for them, considering the Second Amendment.
Increased cost of the FOID card will make it harder for the purchase of firearms in areas of Illnois,
serving in the best interests of the public at large. Although illegal gun sales will still occur, this bill
would be a small step down a long road towards the reducing of needless gun violence and deaths.
By passing a bill to increase the cost of the FOID card, the State of Illinois would help reduce many
unecessary deaths.
Summary:

I will support all legislation that promotes the increased price of the FOID card.
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Introduced by:

Referred to Committee: Orange 6

Senate Sponsor:

Morgan Cardenas

House Sponsor:

Josiah Pate

Co-Sponsors:

Kyle Marshall, Jumana Juaba

Delegation:

Harold L. Richards

A BILL
For an Act creating Chapter 105, Section 85, of the Illinois Compiled Statutes, relating to
school grading procedures.
BE IT ENACTED BY THE YMCA YOUTH LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ILLINOIS.
1
2

Section I. All public high school in the state of Illinois will be required to have a common
grading scale in ten (10) percent increments.

3
4
5

Section II. The standardized grade for an A will be an 89.5 percent through one-hundred
(100) percent. A standard B will be from a 79.5 percent through 89.4 percent. Grades C, D,
and F will follow in the same format with a ten (10) percent decrease for each.

6
7
8
9

Section III. If a school follows a Standard-Based Grading Scale of 1-4, they must have a
letter grade conversion. A one (1) would convert to a 55 percent, or an F. A two (2) would
be 65 percent, or a D. A three (3) would be an 80 percent, B standardized. A four (4) would
be 95 percent.

10
11

Section IV. All public schools must submit a copy of their grading scale to the Illinois State
Board of Education.

12
13

Section IV. This Bill shall go into effect on July 1, 2017 upon the signature of the Youth
Governor of the State of Illinois.
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Introduced by:
Senate Sponsor:

Dava Smjth

House Sponsor:

Abigail Huber

Co-Sponsor:

Marisa Hundley

Delegation:

Referred to Committee: Orange 6

Carterville
A BILL

For an Act Creating Chapter 110, Section 1, of the Illinojs Compiled Statutes, relating to the
establishment of post-secondary education services provided to prisoners.
BE IT ENACTED BY THE YMCA YOUTH LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ILLINOIS.
1
2

Sectjon I. All nonviolent prisoners in the State of Illinois who meet the stated
qualifications will receive reduced sentencing.

3
4
5

Section II.·All prisoners up for evaluation must go through a committee hearing that will
determine the eligibility of the prisoner for reduced sentencing as well the potential rerelease date.

6
7
8
9

Section III. Procedures for qualifying is as follows: Any inmate who wishes to be considered
for reduced sentencing must be eligible for parole in the future and have not received
penalization for violent or disruptive behavior six months prior to the date they are scheduled
to meet with their committee hearing.

10

Section IV. Acceptance shall be granted to non violent offenders only.

11

Section V. A nonviolent offender is defined as a person who committed a drug

12
13

offense, a white-collar crime, or any other crimes in which no person was threatened with
and/or suffered bodily harm or death.

14
15
16
17

Section VI. An inmate who is granted reduced sentencing will be mandated to complete
community service hours based upon how many years their sentences were reduced. An
inmate will be mandated to complete 5 hours of community service for every year of early
release, within one year after their early release date.

18
19

Section VIL Any inmate who is granted reduced sentencing must continue anypreviously
dictated probation counseling upon their release from prison.

20
21

Section VIII. If an Inmate fails to complete community service they will be fined $50 for every
community service hour not completed.

22
23

Section IX. This Bill shall go into effect on January 1, 2018 upon the signature of 24 the
Youth Governor of the State of Illinois.
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Lobbyist Name:

Neha Arun

Delegation:

Carterville High School

Aligned with Preliminary Bill #: RIII-11
I encourage the YMCA Youth Legislature to pass a bill that allows nonviolent prisoners to receive reduced sentencing.
Certain sentences in Illinois require inmates to serve a mandatory miniumum sentence, especially for nonviolent
offenses. As a result, Illinois prisons are among the most overcrowded in the nation. Nonviolent prisoners should
be granted reduced sentencing to decrease government spending and reduce unneccessary prison time. The bill's
parole and nonviolence requirements ensure that there are measures to detain unsafe prisoner behavior. Inmates
should be required to complete community service at a set rate or be charged a fine. The fine is set fairly, in order
for low-income inmates to be able to pay it. Sentences may only be reduced by two-thirds, and the smallest
reduced sentence allowed is one month. This guarantees that prisoners still recompense for their crime and can
complete their community service. Virtually no additional money is required because of the prison community service
programs already in place. The National Crime Prevention Council found that community service performed by inmates
reduces crime rates and decreases the chance of inmates getting into gangs.
In July 2015, Pres. Obama called for changes in the criminal justice system, saying a distinction had to be made
between young people doing "stupid things" and violent criminals. The outlined reduced sentencing structure
would be more effective than previous programs like the IDOC early release that led to the dress-in-dress-out in
2009. That program released prisoners early based on "good conduct credit," and was criticized for its stringency
and inefectiveness in reducing prison overpopulation. These past reductions mainly released those who had drunk
driving or weapons violations convictions, two offenses that could tie into violent behavior. In contrast, this bill's
more effective reforms target more crimes and focus on nonviolent prisoners. The new programs put in place have
reduced prison population by 3.7%, however, to achieve Gov. Rauner's goal of a 25% decrease in the next decade,
more measures and reforms need to be put in place.
http;time.com/4607065/president-obama grants-clemency-to-231 people For the Obama Administration,
Aaron's case was a dear example of the human cost of the harsh laws of the war-on-drugs era, particularly for
citizens of color. Obama has since shortened the sentences of 744 prisoners, more than the past 10 Presidents
combined, and pushed for legislation that would reduce the prison population by 17,000 between 2017 and
2021. The moves were intended to close a chapter of American history that overcrowded prisons and tattered
the social fabric of urban communities. -Maya Rhodan AFter Life The Pioneers of President Obama's Clemency
Campaign. Time Magazine- Nov. 7, 2016. After decades behind bars, everyday behaviors that others learn
without even realizing it- like ordering at a fast-food joint or figuring out how to work a TV remote- can prove
challenging. Family dynamics change. Some relatives have passed away. Others harbor guilt towards their
incarcerated morns, dads, brothers, sons, daughters. And many former prisoners say they live in constant fear
that their past incarceration- the third or more of their lives lived under federal supervision- is obvious to every
casual observer.
Families against mandatory minimums
Another Sentencing Commission report - focused solely on crack-cocaine offenders who were released earlyfound that those offenders were no more likely to recidivate than other prisoners.
Reduced sentencing would reduce the number of people cycling through prisons, wasted human capital, and overall
strain on the criminal justice system. By allowing nonviolent prisoners to complete community service to reduce their
sentences, Illinois would be able to pursue Gov. Rauner's goal and benefit nonviolent prisoners by streamlining the
justice system.
Summary: I will support all legislation that enables nonviolent prisoners to receive reduced sentencing.
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Introduced by:

Referred to Committee: Orange 7

Senate Sponsor:

Tyler Fennes

House Sponsor:

Jessalyn Eubanks

Co-Sponsors:

Sadie Payne, Addison Baxter

Delegation:

Sesser-Valier

A BILL
For an Act amending Chapter 625, of the Illinois Compiled Statutes, relating to the
choice of the addition of medical allergies and/or medical conditions on state
identification cards or driver's licenses.
BE IT ENACTED BY THE YMCA YOUTH LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ILLINOIS.

1
2
3
4

Section I. Each person with a state identification card or driver’s license valid under
the state of Illinois will have the option to add information regarding medical
allergies and/or medical conditions underneath the Medical Information/Living Will
Seal Area on the back of the license.

5
6
7
8
9
10

Section II. The Department of Motor Vehicles (DMV) is required to give all state
identification card and driver’s license recipients a medical information form that
allows them to state any medical allergies or medical conditions. If one does not
have any or refuses to list any medical allergies or medical conditions due to privacy
or personal preference, they must sign a form stating that they do not wish to
release this information.

11
12
13

Section III. There will be no consequences or fines if one chooses to keep the license
the same due to the optional addition of medical information on Illinois state
identification cards and/or driver’s licenses.

14
15

Section IV. This Bill shall go into effect on January 1, 2018 upon the signature of the
Youth Governor of the State of Illinois.
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LOBBYIST POSITION PAPER

Lobbyist Name:

Seth Boles

Delegation:

Sesser-Valier High School

Aligned with Preliminary Bill #: RIII-27

I encourage the YMCA Youth Legislature to pass a bill that mandates allergy medical conditions be
posted on the back off of state ID’s or licenses. If a person with an allergy or medical condition
were to get in an accident, the emergency medical team would be able to give them the correct care
if the information was on their state ID.
Anaphylaxis can be caused due to an allergy. In some cases individuals with anaphylaxis die. This is
why I believe medical allergies/conditions should always be present on the back of state
identification cards.
Summary: I will support all legislation that puts medical allergies/conditions on the back of state
identification cards in Illinois.
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Lobbyist Name:
Delegation:

Jesi Shurtz
Sesser-Valier High School

Aligned with Preliminary Bill #: R111-27
I encourage our bill to be passed because my bill group believes that whomever has medical
problems as in allergies should be able to have his or her allergies printed on the back of their
identification cards. Many people in today's society are immune to a lot of different things, as in
insect bites, latex exposure, foods, and certain medications. In 2014, 4 million children in the US
have food allergies and medical allergies. For example say that someone gets into an emergency
accident the EMTs then would not know if they were allergic to certain types of medicines as in
Penicillin, or any medicine at all. If he or she were allergic to Penicillin and the EMTs give him or her
that medicine then it would be hurting that person more than helping them. I think that our bill
should be passed because other people knowing you have medical allergies or any allergies at all
are very important.
Summary: To be able to have your medical allergies on the back of your Identification Cards
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STATE OF ILLINOIS
Sixty-Eighth Session
Illinois Youth Legislature
Introduced by:

Referred to Committee: Orange 7

Senate Sponsor:

Jose Murillo

House Sponsor:

Jesus Murillo

Co-Sponsors:

Luis Herrera

Delegation:

Oswego High School

A BILL
For an Act creating Chapter 605, Section 12, Article 1 of the Illinois Compiled States relating to
environmentally responsible highway construction.
BE IT ENACTED BY THE YMCA YOUTH LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ILLINOIS.
1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8

Section I. Working in conjunction with the Illinois 2016 Safe Roads Amendment, this bill will
implement new sources of renewable energy to Illinois. The resources taken from Illinois tolls
will be spent to improve overall road conditions and provide energy for our cities. The funds
redirected from the tolls be used to put in place new roads that take the kinetic energy from
the passing motor vehicles, pushing small ramps in the road down, compressing air through
hoses into storage tanks and fed into turbines, to then produce electricity to then be conducted
to other systems to therefore save energy in other sectors and also be more environmentallyfriendly.

9
10

Section II. The system would first be implemented in roads near Chicago, surrounding suburbs,
Peoria, Springfield, and Rockford.

11
12
13
14

Section III. In conjunction with the road system being built, five percent of the revenue
redirected from the toll system to the implementation of this bill will be used to create solarpanel-powered traffic lights to further increase the amount of energy produced, meaning a
greater amount of clean energy and fewer energy costs for the cities in general.

15
16

Section IV. The Illinois Department of Transportation will enforce that such expenditures are
spent appropriately and that all funds be used in the most energy efficient way.

17
18

Section V. This Bill shall go into effect on April 2, 2018 upon the signature of the Youth
Governor of the State of Illinois.
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STATE OF ILLINOIS
Sixty-Eighth Session
Illinois Youth Legislature
Introduced by:

Referred to Committee: Orange 7

Senate Sponsor:

Anna Li Radcliffe

House Sponsor:

Meghana Mohan

Co-Sponsor:

Rosann Marattil, Aminah Beg

Delegation:

Waubonsie Valley High School
A BILL

For an Act concerning American Sign Language (ASL) Chapter 105, Section 5, Article 14 of
the Illinois Compiled Statutes, relating to School Code.
BE IT ENACTED BY THE YMCA YOUTH LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ILLINOIS.
1
2
3
4

Section I. This bill will enact a mandatory requirement for public school districts in the state of
Illinois that already integrate special needs programs to offer American Sign Language courses.
Public high schools that do not have a foreign language department will not be included in this
requirement.

5
6

Section II. Students will be provided the option to enroll in ASL as a foreign language. This class
would also qualify for any graduation requirements.

7
8
9

Section III. The policy in place for minimum student class enrollment size for each school will also
be used for this bill. A special education teacher from each high school will need to go through
training to become sign language certified in order to teach at least one period of ASL.

10
11
12

Section IV. This bill will only require funding for ASL certification programs. The money would come
from the set amount allocated to each district already provided by the government. Each district
will individually accommodate this cost into their budget.

13
14
15
16
17

Section V. If a public high school that fits the prerequisites does not comply with the requirements
of this bill, then the funding for the foreign language department will be reduced. The county does a
compliance review before every school year, and if the standards are not met, the county will
enforce this by penalizing with a reduction in funding where the money will be kept until
requirements are fulfilled.
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19

Section VI. This bill shall go into effect on January 1st, 2018, upon the signature of the Youth
Governor of the State of Illinois.
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Lobbyist Name:

Alya Gupta

Delegation:

Waubonsie Valley

Aligned with Preliminary Bill #:

RI-88

I encourage YMCA Youth Legislature to pass a bill that mandates at least one American Sign
Language (commonly referred to as ASL) course to be taught in all public high schools.
Approximately five to ten percent of the U.S. population, 15 million people, suffer from some form
of a communication disorder. A majority of these people often struggle to find work in this
communication-reliant economy and often end up unemployed or in a lower economic class than
they deserve. This, in turn, costs the U.S. approximately $154 billion to $186 billion a year,
between 2.5% to 3% of our annual GNP. By offering American Sign Language, the rest of the
population will have the opportunity to reach out to the communication impaired part of the
population, possibly saving the U.S. economy billions as well as opening up the market to a greater
portion of society. The number of people suffering from communication disorders are expected to
increase going into the next century, so by implementing a mandatory ASL class in high schools
now, the annual economic loss can be reduced before it gets worse.
One of my relatives suffers from a communication disorder which can often be a challenge for both
my relative and his family. He loves to be around people and have attention but he struggles to
make connections with people because he is unable to verbally express himself and must rely on
broken speech and arbitrary hand gestures.
As someone who is part of groups that work to integrate special needs kids at my school, I often
find it quite hard to communicate with students who suffer from special needs as many of them
lack the skills to speak. What I have noticed, however, is that most kids seem to be able to
communicate through sign language. By offering an American Sign Language course in school, the
school is opening up the possibility for integration of special needs kids within regular school
classes.
Summary:
exclusion.

I will support all legislation that promotes works to reduce communication disorder
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Introduced by:

Referred to Committee: Orange 7

Senate Sponsor:

Celeste Matta

House Sponsor:

Briana Demming

Co-Sponsors:

Beatrice Nkansah, Stephanie Flores

Delegation:

Waubonsie Valley High School
A BILL

For an Act amending Chapter 630 Section 17, of the Illinois Compiled Statutes, relating to
legal state holidays.
BE IT ENACTED BY THE YMCA YOUTH LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ILLINOIS.
1
2
3
4
5
6

Section I. The Promissory Note and Bank Holiday Act states a list of holidays that are
considered legal holidays in Illinois upon which a bank may remain closed, but is not
required to. The following is a list of holidays included in the Act: New Year’s Day, MLK Jr’s
Birthday, Abraham Lincoln’s Birthday, President’s Day, Casimir Pulaski’s Birthday, Good
Friday, Memorial Day, Independence Day, Labor Day, Columbus Day, Veterans’ Day,
Thanksgiving Day, and Christmas Day.

7
8
9
10
11

Section II. This bill will amend the act by adding General Election Day to the list of legal
holidays in which a bank may remain closed, but is not required to. As America is a republic,
this bill amendment will help further ensure that bank employees have the opportunity to
vote in important elections. Overall, this may provide a more accurate representation of
America’s voice, since more citizens will have the opportunity to vote.

12
13
14

Section III. Bank employees cannot be forced to work on General Election Day, even if their
respective banks choose to remain open. There will be no punishment imposed on those
employees who choose not to work on General Election Day.

15
16

Section IV. This Act will be enforced by the Illinois Department of Financial & Professional
Regulation.

17

Section V. There are no costs associated with this amendment.

18
19

Section VI. This Bill shall go into effect on October 1, 2017 upon the signature of the Youth
Governor of the State of Illinois.
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Lobbyist Name:

Carina Collins

Delegation:

Waubonsie Valley High School

Aligned with Preliminary Bill #: RI-89
I encourage Illinois YMCA Youth and Government legislation to pass a bill that recognizes General
Election Day as a bank holiday.
General Election Day should be recognized as a bank holiday to allow each and every person the
equal opportunity to vote on General Election Day and give an accurate representation of the
citizen’s wishes to have elected for each position. Without an accurate representation that
supports the majority of the people living in Illinois, many would feel misrepresented and could
start protests. According to the Illinois State Board of Elections in the 2016 election, there was a
total of 7.99 million active registered voters in Illinois. However, there are 758,000 inactive voters.
There are 375,800 people employed by the banks in Illinois. If the calculations are done, 375,800
(number of bank employees) ÷ 758, 000 (number of inactive voters), this means that bank
employees could potentially account approximately 49.6% of inactive voters. This bill would enable
those 375,800 bank employees, who potentially did not have the opportunity to vote, to go to the
polls and voice their opinion, raising the voter turnout for elections by more than 7%; giving a more
accurate representation of the people of Illinois.
Even with early voting, people are still unable to vote early because of busy schedules. Early voting
lines are also extremely long. Some lines had a wait as long as two hours. Many people will not
build that into their schedule. Allowing General Election day to be a state holiday would allow
people to vote without a very long wait, not having to worry about their busy schedules. With
people able to go out to vote, more than 70% of the people, the percentage of people in Illinois
who voted in the 2016 General Election, could go out and vote to represent their party.
Having General Election Day as a bank holiday in Illinois would allow people to vote without worry.
Once people are allowed to vote without restrictions, citizens will feel better represented within the
state and have an accurate representation of people’s wishes for the country.
Summary:

I will support all legislation that recognizes General Election Day as a bank holiday.
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Illinois YMCA Youth and Government
State Affairs Forum Proposal

2016-2017

Proposal Author(s):

JoHanna Abraham

Delegation:

Amos Alonzo Stagg

Proposal Topic:

Alternative school schedules in Illinios

Position Statement:

To inform the people of Illinois the students are demanded multiple hours of work

just in one day. The state of Illinois is not proving a cooperative and healthy schedule for kids. For high
school students, the schedule should be changed to a 4-day week and a 3-day weekend A reduced week
will affect these pupils significantly.
Proposal:
1.
The hours of school in a week should be cut. Currently high school is averaging 6.9
hours of school each day, and the traditional is 6. The week should be reduced in order to
regulate the traditional amount of hours and benefit students.
2.

A student should have an extra day to finish and catch up on all of its assignments. A
high school student averages 3.5 hours of homework each night. In order for a student to
retrain from stress and be given the amount of free time they deserve, an extra weekend
day shall be given.

3.

A student should have less school days. They should have this due to the amount of
sleep an average student gets each night. Currently, teenagers are sleeping only 7.5
hours, and the expected amount of sleep is 9.5. In order for a teenager to stay healthy
and receive the right amount of sleep, a reduced week should be given.

Expected Results:
More students will be successful if the school week is shortened. When having a little more free
time a student is able to live a more balanced life being well rested and involved. Both of these
things are essential to a healthy human body. If the students are now well rested that means they
are more likely to do better in school. Therefore, the students will be able to perform at a greater
extent and become more successful.
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Illinois YMCA Youth and Government
State Affairs Forum Proposal

2016-2017

Proposal Author: Sarah Abraham
Delegation: Lake Park High School
Proposal Topic: Improving Recidivism Rates in Illinois
Position Statement: By expanding opportunities given to prisoners while in jail and also after their
release, recidivism rates can be lowered.

Proposal:
1.Increase the amount and funding for educational and vocational programs using taxpayer
money that would have been used for fees if someone was arrested again.
2. Change laws of employment for people with felonies.
3. Provide mental health and substance abuse treatments more widely in prisons.
4. Institute more halfway houses with security so newly released people have freedom but
still face responsibility and consequences.
5.Implement open prisons for low-risk inmates such as ones operating in Finland and
Sweden

Expected Results:
Every time someone is arrested again, nearly 120,000 dollars is spent because of what taxpayers
must pay (arrest, trials, imprisonment, etc.), what victims pay and foregone economic money. If
these proposals are implemented, the amount of people who get arrested again will decrease.
Victims won’t pay and the economy will stay the same but taxpayer dollars will go towards other
innovations and increase safety in the future.
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Illinois YMCA Youth and Government
State Affairs Forum Proposal

2016-2017
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Illinois YMCA Youth and Government
State Affairs Forum Proposal

2016-2017

Proposal Author(s):

Anastasia Adjei

Delegation:

UCSN Charter School

Proposal Topic:

Laws should be enacted for homeschool education in order to make it

productive and successful.
Position Statement:

To protect homeschooling in illinois as a valid choice for education through new

mandates, to ensure quality for all illinois students who are homeschooled.
Proposal:
1. Homeschool students must participate in other activities outside of their learning from their
academics. Homeschool students are required to join an extracurricular activities outside their
home every year of learning. By this, they would interact with the outside world and build
necessary social skills, to be successful in society.
2. Hours must be logged by a teacher or parent of a student work, minimum of state requirement
of 176 days (1,408 hours), for completion of a grade. The goal is to ensure students are on
task, producing quality work by the student, in order for them to be prepared with skills and
knowledge for the next grade level.
3. Homeschool students must be acknowledged, like those students in public school, of their hard
work. Homeschool students should be given awards like Academic Honor Roll for emotional
satisfaction and proof to higher level education entities of their character.
4. In order to ensure the quality of education from homeschool students, parents are allowed to
deduct up to 50% of their costs for education, directly bill a state through appropriate
paperwork. Parents should not be burdened with the full financial costs.
Expected Results:
If the proposal is passed, this will increase educational options for illinois parents who choose not
to send their kids to public school. By supporting the integrity of homeschooling in illinois through
new mandated requirements homeschool will be considered a reputable option for acceptance into
higher level education.
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Illinois YMCA Youth and Government
State Affairs Forum Proposal
Proposal Author:
Delegation:

2016-2017

Zainab Ali

Islamic Foundation School

Proposal Topic:

Solutions to decrease the rate of teen substance use in Illinois.

Position Statement: In modern times, abuse of drugs and alcohol is becoming a significant issue,
which must be addressed. Abuse of tobacco, alcohol, and drugs is extremely costly to our nation,
demanding over $700 billion annually. This is a proposal encouraging several methods and
resolutions in which the amount of substance abuse by teens and adolescents can be reduced.
Preventing substance abuse among adolescents will help safeguard our society, and is a crucial
public health goal that when achieved, will improve society significantly.
Proposal:
1. Schools/school districts must be required to take on effective drug and alcohol policies and
programs, after school programs, and efforts to involve parents, who play an integral role in a
teens life and decisions. Educating teens on potential risks of using drugs and alcohol can allow
them to make better choices. In addition,
2. Substance abuse prevention can be led by coordinators in school districts, who will take the
initiative for: identifying drug and alcohol prevention programs and strategies, aiding schools in
embracing the most successful strategies, and providing feedback to state educational agencies on
programs and activities that have been found to be effective in reducing substance use.
3. Research based prevention programs and organizations must be set up to intervene, advertise, and
educate on substance abuse and its risks, thus reducing drug and alcohol problems in the state.
Evidence from studies show that when young people perceive drug use as harmful, they reduce
their level of use. For this reason, prevention programs that have encouraged social commitment to
abstaining from drugs have proven to show lower rates of drug abuse.
4. Programs addressing drug trafficking and efforts in reducing it will in turn, prevent substance use.
Such programs should be provided by the state with coordination, equipment, and resources needed
to reduce the production, manufacturing, and distribution of drugs.
Expected Results:
Substance abuse by teens will lessen notably. This will lead to adolescents with a better knowledge
and understanding of right and wrong, and more promising futures for them. Health care costs will
minimize appreciably, and beings in society will be conserved from harmful substances.
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Illinois YMCA Youth and Government
State Affairs Forum Proposal

2016-2017

Proposal Author: Providence Andrews
Delegation: Williamsville
Proposal Topic:What, if any, laws should be enacted to regulate homeschooling?
Position Statement: I do not believe that any regulations should be put in place on the topic of
homeschooling.

Proposal:
1. All regulations regarding what language to teach children with should be repealed.
2. The subjects that students are required to take: Language arts, biological or physical science, math,
social science, fine arts, and physical development and health. Should be optional.
3. The need for samples of work from the student should not be compulsory.
Expected Results:
The whole point of homeschooling is to individualize education, which is something public schools
greatly lack. While public schools try their best to cater to individual needs, it is impossible to have
severely specialized programs without be outrageously expensive. It has been shown that
homeschooled students are scoring better than public school or even private school students. The
HSLDA published a study by Dr. Lawrence M. Rudner that said “Because home education allows
each student to progress at his or her own rate, almost one in four home school students (24.5%)
are enrolled one or more grades above age level…” This freedom to excel in whatever calling they
choose means that when it comes to homeschooling the less regulation the better. Statistically
homeschooled families are more well off. Not only are roughly 97% married, but only 4.5% have an
income of $19,999 or less(Rudner). Less restrictions on homeschooling also means that parents are
able to chose how much the education cost by using public resources like libraries, pbs shows, and
museums, or they can pay to buy courses like Abeka or Alpha Omega. It does get quite expensive to
sign up for extracurricular activities out of school, and it is well known that homeschooling isn’t for
every family or situation; however, it is unfair to limit the families and students who attempt
homeschooling. Our hope for education is that it best benefits the students and homeschooling is a
great way to make that hope a reality.
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Illinois YMCA Youth and Government
State Affairs Forum Proposal

2016-2017

Proposal Author(s):

Nicole Bremner

Delegation:

Stagg High School

Proposal Topic:

(14) Illinois uses standardized testing (PARCC, SAT, etc.) to evaluate student

learning and teacher performance. How should Illinois use these results to improve schools?
Position Statement:

These standardized tests are not accurate in representation of a student´s

understanding of curriculum in a school system. They only show a snapshot of a what a student can
remember without a study guide, and should not be a gauge for that student´s knowledge for an entire
year's worth of learning. Standardized testing does not improve academic prowess, it is expensive, and it
causes students severe stress. Most importantly, it shouldn´t be a representation of a student just
through one or few tests. Standardized testing should not have a consequential factor in a student or
schools rating or funding.
Proposal:
1. Standardized testing should not have an impact on a student's grade or be sent to
colleges for them to determine a student´s readiness of a college.
2. Standardized testing should play a smaller role in school systems by setting a
curriculum for the teachers, and deciding what students are excelling or struggling in.
3. GPA and class placement should be the most important part of a college's image of a
student because it more accurately conveys who the student is.
Expected Results:
The student body will mostly agree, they are the group that is beneficially targeted in this
proposal and will most likely appreciate the proposal.
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Illinois YMCA Youth and Government
State Affairs Forum Proposal

2016-2017

Proposal Author(s):

Daniel Clough

Delegation:

Amos Alonzo Stagg High School

Proposal Topic:

What should Illinois do to improve police and community relations and reinforce

the protect and serve motto?
Position Statement:

Increasing non-hostile interaction between officers and civilians would build trust

between the cops and the people.
Proposal:
1. In order to ameliorate the police and community relations, mandatory charitable work
within the jurisdictions of the officers should be implemented. After recent events
involving the police and public communities, building mutual trust is as important now
as it ever was.
Expected Results:
By starting a mandatory amount of charitable hours served in the areas in which the officer
serves, the community’s perception of the police will be elevated. The current schism and
turmoil will be mended into an ideal relationship. Doing this a total of 5 hours a work week
per officer will become mandatory. The work will be reduced from their normal work
schedule. Examples of places in which they will serve include but aren’t limited to barber
shops, parks, and grocery stores in their jurisdiction. Chicago itself was reported to have
922 detectives, which is 330 less than the amount in 2008. The decline in personnel is
because of the increasing hostility towards the badge. As a direct result of losing these
officers, only 26% of the city’s homicide cases were solved in 2015. The need to ameliorate
the relationship between the officers and community is clear. By doing this there is a high
potential that crime and more importantly hostile attacks against officers will decrease.
The officers will be able to perform their duties at peak potential, and the people will no
longer be fearful of the men and women who protect and serve.
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Illinois YMCA Youth and Government
State Affairs Forum Proposal

2016-2017
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Illinois YMCA Youth and Government
State Affairs Forum Proposal

2016-2017

Proposal Author(s): Brianna Dorris
Delegation: Sesser-Valier
Proposal Topic: The Illinois State Board of Education should closely evaluate the standardized test
scores in order to improve schools.
Position Statement: To evaluate student’s standardized test scores individually in order to make
Illinois schools better. When the scores are not looked at closely, the schools nor the students will
not improve in the areas that are needed.

Proposal:
1. Low standardized test scores could be a likely indication that schools do not have the proper
curriculum material, teaching, funding, or a variety of other things needed in order to increase
these scores. With evaluating the scores closely, the causes of the low scores should be found,
making sure there are no such problems in the future.
2. Low test results could mean a variety of things. The students may not have the knowledge
necessary to achieve high scores, they may struggle when it comes to taking tests, or many other
possible difficulties that could occur. With the close evaluation, Illinois schools can be sure to give
the kids the one-on-one help and learning they may need, or anything else that may be helpful to
students.
3. When each student's test is thoroughly looked at, the areas that the student struggles in will be
revealed. When the areas are revealed, a one-on-one learning will be provided whether it be a
personal tutor or personal program to better the future test scores of the student, which would
also raise the overall success rate of Illinois standardized tests.
4. Usually the blame for low test scores is put on the teachers, however that may not always be the
correct cause. The Illinois State Board of Education needs to start closely evaluating the test
results, in order for the actual causes of the low scores be found and corrected.

Expected Results:
As of now, the percentage of students who exceeded in PARCC testing was an average of 33%.
100% of Illinois students should and will be able to exceed state standards with any standardized
test that is taken. When the test scores are evaluated closer, Illinois can be assured that all schools
will find the problems causing low scores, and then be improved to the levels they should be to
achieve the best possible scores.
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Illinois YMCA Youth and Government
State Affairs Forum Proposal

2016-2017

Proposal Author(s):

Ella Dorsey

Delegation:

Carterville High School

Proposal Topic:

Making sure Illinois will have a budget passed on time

Position Statement:

What Illinois can do to avoid the current problem of not being able to pass a

comprehensive budget. The main problem is the disagreement between the Democratic held state
legislature and the Republican Governor and Lieutenant Governor seats
Proposal:
1. As pension former Governor Pat Quinn currently receives $11,097 a month, former
Speaker of the House Denny Hastert receives $2,335. Legislative personnel have a
paycheck of approximately $67,836 a year.
2. When the legislative and executive branches are held by different parties, it is expected
to have disagreements, but when they begin to jeopardize the welfare of the state
there needs to be changes.
3.
4.

To ensure the passing of a comprehensive budget, more checks and balances should
be required.
The budget plan will not be able to be postponed once it is late.

Expected Results: The state of Illinois cannot and should not be short of a budget and we can
do more to prevent something like this from happening again.
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Illinois YMCA Youth and Government
State Affairs Forum Proposal

Proposal Author(s):

Madyson Edwards

Delegation:

Sesser-Valier

2016-2017

Proposal Topic: How can we better homeschooling standards and enforcement Position Statement: To
ensure that homeschooled students receive educational requirements as strong as students in public
schools receive.
Proposal:
1. Illinois permit students to be homeschooled as a form of private education under guardian's
supervision, Minimal requirements include language arts, mathematics, biological and
physical sciences, social sciences, fine arts, and physical development, and health. With the
Illinois population only .004% that's about 500 people that are acknowledge to being
homeschooled. That gives the guardian the right to set their time schedule, and choose the
materials that best suits the education that their child needs. Public schools in Illinois
require tests to measure the level of education, but in homeschooling that is not required.
2. Students can earn a high school diploma if they meet the correct requirements. Not only is
it important for a child to meet the standards to receive the diploma of grade and high
school today it is the guardians’ full responsibility to educate them up to that point. In
today's reviews most homeschooled students can do online work and it differs from the
parent teaching. It's more self learning,because they do more reading and answer everything
online so homeschooled students would need the guardian to provide them with different
materials.
3. However homeschooled students may not be getting the education they need. To help
ensure homeschooling the kids should have to take pre and post tests to see how much
they are actually learning. I also recommend homeschooled students taking standardized
tests every 18 weeks just as it is taken in public schools so they meet the same standards.
Tests also give them a review on everything they have learned. Homeschooled students
don't take standardized test now because the tests take up a good amount of time and
resources and some parents don't want to deal with it. However if the guardian and the
student wants the best possible education for them then they will be willing to work to
provide the time and resources to take them. Also another reason they don't have them now
for homeschooled students is because illinois does not have enough money but the local
school could provide the materials and the tests for the homeschooled students. The local
school could also send in a teacher for advising and to answer any questions the students
might have.
Expected Results:
That more kids will get the equal amount of education through homeschooling as public schools
receive. Also so homeschooled students will be able to see how they are improving and what they
are actually learning.
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Illinois YMCA Youth and Government
State Affairs Forum Proposal

2016-2017

Proposal Author(s):

Henry Evans

Delegation:

Amos Alonzo Stagg High School

Proposal Topic:

What should Illinois do to improve police and community relations and reinforce

the protect and serve motto?
Position Statement:

Increasing non-hostile interaction between officers and civilians would build trust

between the cops and the people.
Proposal:
1. In order to ameliorate the police and community relations, mandatory charitable work
within the jurisdictions of the officers should be implemented. After recent events
involving the police and public communities, building mutual trust is as important now
as it ever was.
Expected Results:
By starting a mandatory amount of charitable hours served in the areas in which the officer
serves, the community’s perception of the police will be elevated. The current schism and
turmoil will be mended into an ideal relationship. Doing this a total of 5 hours a work week
per officer will become mandatory. The work will be reduced from their normal work
schedule. Examples of places in which they will serve include but aren’t limited to barber
shops, parks, and grocery stores in their jurisdiction. Chicago itself was reported to have
922 detectives, which is 330 less than the amount in 2008. The decline in personnel is
because of the increasing hostility towards the badge. As a direct result of losing these
officers, only 26% of the city’s homicide cases were solved in 2015. The need to ameliorate
the relationship between the officers and community is clear. By doing this there is a high
potential that crime and more importantly hostile attacks against officers will decrease.
The officers will be able to perform their duties at peak potential, and the people will no
longer be fearful of the men and women who protect and serve.
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Illinois YMCA Youth and Government
State Affairs Forum Proposal

2016-2017

Proposal Author(s):

Dax Frey

Delegation:

Carterville

Proposal Topic:

Standardized testing results can improve the quality of education

in Illinois
Position Statement:

To inform the citizens of Illinois that by looking at the standardized test

results in schools throughout the state and using those results as a guide for what needs to
be improved within the school will allow for a higher success rate for students in Illinois.
Proposal:

1.

Some students struggle with certain subjects in school, and the results from
standardized tests can be used to identify what these students are struggling with, so the
schools can offer the extra assistance that the student needs to excel.

2.

The SAT and PARCC tests are great indicators of what a student may be struggling
with; whether that be a subject, test anxiety, or something else. These results can allow
school staff to work to help its students reach their full potential.

3. If the test results in a certain area at a specific school arc much lower than average, the school
can use these results to detem1ine whether or not a change in staff would be beneficial to the
mental growth of its students.
Expected Results:
Schools in Illinois will be able to offer a better learning experience for its students which is
able to fit the educational requirements they need for success. With this new learning
environment, the students would have greater opportunities to become excellent,
functioning members of society.
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Illinois YMCA Youth and Government
State Affairs Forum Proposal

2016-2017

Proposal Author(s):

Braden Gentry

Delegation:

Carterville High School

Proposal Topic:

How Illinois can better utilize natural resources to become an energy

leader in production and conservation.
Position Statement:

The proud state of Illinois can become a big energy leader as long as we

utilize its natural resources by conserving and producing eco-friendly changes. Illinois can take
many steps to further this idea into reality by issuing solar panels to citizens.
Proposal:
I.

Solar Panels will be issued by the year 2030 to all conservation buildings located in
the 123 state protected lands in Illinois. To quality as a conservation building. The building's
purpose must be to preserve and protect natural wildlife and

2.

habitats.

All buildings that require the use of vehicles will be required to have ·•green" cars. Or
vehicles that run on green energy such as batteries. These must be in place by the year 2035.

3.

These solar panels and "green" cars will be funded through the extensive federal grants
for green energy. If more money is needed it will be raised through taxpayer m o n e y .

4.

After the solar panels and vehicles make back what was invested, taxpayer money will
no longer be needed.

5.

The money profited will be used to help advance the research on green energy. The goal of
this research will be to find cheaper and more efficient ways to produce and use green energy.
[Green energy] benefits the environment in an eco-friendly way by fighting against greenhouse gas
emissions and reducing our collective dependence on fossil fuel (Solar City).
Expected Results:
Illinois would be a big energy leader in production and conservation if we took more
ecofriendly steps such as this one. These steps will conserve our own resources, as well as
make more jobs for Illinois. Also, it will produce a lot more renewable energy and not need to
rely on non-ëUHQHZDEOHVRXUFHV
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Illinois YMCA Youth and Government
State Affairs Forum Proposal

2016-2017

Proposal Author(s):

Dylan Gossett

Delegation:

Carterville High School

Proposal Topic:

How Illinois can better utilize natural resources to become an energy leader

in production and conservation.
Position Statement:

Illinois can become a bigger energy leader if we make more eco-friendly

changes that utilize the state's production and conservation. One big factor for conservation is
recycling, which can change this state for the better.
Proposal:

1. If everybody in Illinois recycled, so much energy could be saved and put to better
use. This can be accomplished by issuing curbside recycling.
2. According to www.costowl.com, the average 2017 price of curbside recycling only
costs$5-$25 for curbside recycling, depending on amount of bins used. Extra bins
can be an additional $2.50-$7.50. Each household would only need to recycle at
least one bin.
3. Garbage collectors can take another day just for recycling, creating more jobs in the
state.
4. The state will issue out recycling bins to everyone I n Illinois. Any citizen with
recycling bins does not need to receive another bin. To save money, the plastic bins
can be used from recyclable materials. Any other money will be saved from recycling
itself.
5.

Recycling will do a lot for Illinois. For example, according to Stanford University, l
ton of recycled aluminum saves 14,000 kilowatt-energy hours, 40 barrels of oil, 238
million btu's of energy, and 10 cubic yards of landfill space. Also that the recycling of
aluminum saves 95% of energy used to make the original amount. Not only is the
recycling saving money for this energy, it will reduce space of landfills for land to be
put to better use. Also according to www.costow l.com, around 60% of items thrown
away are recyclable. Paper, plastic, and metals recycled can be used indefinitely.
Plastic can take up to 1,000 years to decompose and glass can take up to 4,000
years. Also, recycling of one household's waste can prevent nearly 2,500 pounds of
carbon dioxide entering the air.

Expected Results: Curbside recycling will save the government energy and money. Even with
distributing recycling bins, they will in the end be saving money by creating more jobs and
saving space from becoming landfills. This will also help protect the environment and everyone
living in it. For only spending at least an extra $5 a month will be saving the state a huge
amount of money and energy. Illinois will become an energy leader in production and
conservation with ecofriendly steps like this one
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Proposal Author(s):
Delegation:
Proposal Topic:

2016-2017

Eli Gunter
Sesser- Valier
What should Illinois do to lower STD and STI (Sexually Transmitted Diseases

and Infections) rates?
Position Statement:

To protect citizens of Illinois from receiving and/or spreading sexually

transmitted diseases or infections

Proposal:
1. Educating students in high school about abstinence and safe sex. Teach them why you
should wait to have sex. Also, teach them how to use condoms correctly.
2. Propose that tax money is set aside for free or discounted STD or STI testing and
treatment. Tax money could go to these treatments for people who cannot afford them.
3. Clinic also educate on abstinence and safe sex.The clinic can be opened three days a week
for people to learn about what STD’s are and what can happened with them.
Expected Results:
This proposal will lower the rate of STDs, decreasing the amount spent by the state treating those
infected and keeping the general population, as a whole, healthier, and safer.
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State Affairs Forum Proposal

Proposal Author(s):

Emma Lauth

Delegation:

Stagg

2016-2017

Proposal Topic:

The rate of teen substance abuse in Illinois must decrease.

Position Statement:

Illinois needs to improve drug accessibility restrictions. It is too easy for a

teen to obtain prescription drug and street drugs, as well as alcohol.
Illinois needs to inforce age restrictions and have more surveillance of these substances
Proposal:
1. Teens at risk of substance abuse should be required to only consume prescription drugs while
under guardian or physician supervision.
2. The three most common ways for teens to get drugs is prescription, given to and/or bought from a
friend/relative. Limit the supply that is given to patients, to prevent leftovers from being sold.
3. Teaching more about drugs and alcohol in school. Show the kids long-term effects and the risks,
including death.
4. Informing the parents on how to teach their kids and how to deal with children with addition.
5. Child Protection Services should be in schools and connected with Deans and counselors. Teens
need to be taken out of homes that have drugs and alcoholics.
Expected Results:
The rate of teen substance abuse will decrease. The students will learn what was never told to
them, they will learn right from wrong. Drugs are also one of the leading causes for gang violence
.By reinforcing restrictions there will be less violence and adolescence will stay in school. Not only
will the Minors stay clean but they will stay safe.
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2016-2017

Proposal Author(s):

Abigail Lee

Delegation:

Amos Alonzo Stagg High School

Proposal Topic:

Teen Substance Abuse

Position Statement:

To decrease the rate of teen substance abuse, Illinois should better educate the

teens on drug risks. Teen substance abuse can lead to physical and mental issues, academic issues, and
often lead to ending up in the juvenile system. Illinois needs to further educate teens on the risks of drug
consumption because if Illinois can prevent young people from experimenting with drugs they can
decrease the rate of teen substance abuse.
Proposal:
1. 1. What should illinois do to decrease the rate of teen substance abuse?
Expected Results:
By better educating teens on the risks of drug consumption, Illinois can decrease the rate
of teen substance abuse. This can be done because research has shown that the human
brain does not completely mature until the age of 25. Due to this, educating teens before
their brain has matured causes educating them to be a larger influence. Because of this,
Illinois can expect that by educating teens on the risks, they will be more inclined to not
experiment with drugs.
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State Affairs Forum Proposal

2016-2017

Proposal Author(s):

Theodore Mamone

Delegation:

Amos Alonzo Stagg High School

Proposal Topic:

What should Illinois do to improve police and community relations and

reinforce the protect and serve motto?
Position Statement:

Increasing non-hostile interaction between officers and civilians would build

trust between the cops and the people.
Proposal:
1. In order to ameliorate the police and community relations, mandatory charitable work within the
jurisdictions of the officers should be implemented. After recent events involving the police and public
communities, building mutual trust is as important now as it ever was.
Expected Results:
By starting a mandatory amount of charitable hours served in the areas in which the officer serves,
the community’s perception of the police will be elevated, as well as the bond between the officers
and the people. The current schism and turmoil will be mended into an ideal relationship. The
officers will be able to perform their duties at peak potential, and the people will no longer be
fearful of the men and women who protect and serve.
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2016-2017

Proposal Author(s): Mason Mears
Delegation: Decatur Family YMCA (Eisenhower)
Proposal Topic: Standardized Testing
Position Statement: Standardized Testing is a great device that can test the students learning abilities
and the teacher abilities to teach

Proposal:

1. All Standardized tests are the same throughout the state of Illinois
2. Standardized testing show the level of proficiency that a student demonstrates in each of
the subjects tested.

3. Standardized

testing can test whether the teacher are teaching the standards that the
teachers are supposed to teach, provided by the state

Expected Results:
Standardized Testing results are gonna used more efficiently in order to find areas to improve
education systems in Illinois
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2016-2017

Proposal Author(s):

Zoe Miller

Delegation:

Carterville High School

Proposal Topic:

Making sure Illinois will have a budget passed on time

Position Statement:

What Illinois can do to avoid the current problem of not being able to

pass a comprehensive budget. The main problem is the disagreement between the Democratic
held state legislature and the Republican Governor and Lieutenant Governor seats
Proposal:
1. As pension former Governor Pat Quinn currently receives $11,097 a month, former Speaker of the
House Denny Hastert receives $2,335. Legislative personnel have a paycheck of approximately
$67,836 a year.
2. When the legislative and executive branches are held by different parties, it is expected to
have disagreements, but when they begin to jeopardize the welfare of the state there needs to
be changes.
3.
4.

To ensure the passing of a comprehensive budget, more checks and balances should
be required.
The budget plan will not be able to be postponed once it is late.
Expected Results: The state of Illinois cannot and should not be short of a budget and we can
do more to prevent something like this from happening again.
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3RVLWLRQ6WDWHPHQW7RLQIRUPWKHSHRSOHRI,OOLQRLVRIWKHDSSURSULDWHODZVWKDWQHHGWREHHQDFWHGLQ
3RVLWLRQ6WDWHPHQW
RUGHUWRGHFUHDVHSRYHUW\DQGKRPHOHVVQHVV&LWL]HQVRI,OOLQRLVGHVHUYHDIIRUGDEOHKRXVLQJWKDWLV
VHFXUHWRHQVXUHSHRSOHKROGGRZQMREVEHHGXFDWHGDQGKDYHHQRXJKPRQH\IRURWKHUEDVLF
QHFHVVLWLHV*RYHUQPHQWIXQGHGKRXVLQJDQGKRXVLQJSURJUDPVFDQDVVXUHWKDWWKHVHQHHGVFDQEHPHW
3URSRVDO
3URSRVDO 
 7KHVWDWHRI,OOLQRLVVKRXOGRIIHUDORZHUUHQWUDWHWRUHVLGHQWVZLWKORZLQFRPHGXHWRPLQLPXP
ZDJHLQ,OOLQRLVEHLQJSHUKRXUDQG$FFRUGLQJWRWKHDQQXDO2XWRI5HDFKVWXG\ 0D\
 E\WKH1DWLRQDO/RZ,QFRPH+RXVLQJ&RDOLWLRQDSHUVRQZRXOGKDYHWRZRUNKRXUVD
ZHHNLQRUGHUWRSD\IRUDWZREHGURRPDSDUWPHQWDWPDUNHWUDWH/RZHULQJWKHUHQWSULFHZRXOG
DOORZDSHUVRQWRVSHQGOHVVWLPHZRUNLQJDQGKDYHPRUHWLPHDQGPRQH\IRURWKHUQHFHVVLWLHV
 ,QFUHDVLQJWKHQXPEHURIVKHOWHUVLQ,OOLQRLVZLOODOORZEULJKWHUIXWXUHVIRUWKHKRPHOHVV
SRSXODWLRQ,QWKHILVFDO\HDUWKHUHZHUHDQHVWLPDWHGQXPEHURI,OOLQRLV
UHVLGHQWVZKRZHUHEHLQJVHUYHGLQVWDWHIXQGHGVKHOWHUV2IWKLVZHUHFKLOGUHQXQGHU
DJHDQGZHUHDGXOWVOLYLQJLQKRXVHKROGV7KHQXPEHURISHRSOHLQWKHVH
VKHOWHUVDUHQRZVWURQJHUILQDQFLDOO\DQGPHQWDOO\0RUHVKHOWHUVFRXOGRIIHUVLPLODURXWFRPHVWR
DODUJHUSRSXODWLRQ
 :RUNVKRSVZLWKDVVLVWDQFHRQVXSSRUWLQJWKHLUFRPPXQLWLHVVKRXOGEHRIIHUHGWR+RPHOHVV
\RXWKDQGDGXOWVOLYLQJLQDQXQVWDEOHVLWXDWLRQ+RPHOHVV\RXWKIDFHGDLO\FKDOOHQJHVZKLOHOLYLQJ
RQWKHLURZQ7HVWVFRUHVDQGSHUIRUPDQFHOHYHOVGURSZKHQWKHHQYLURQPHQWWKH\DUHDURXQGLV
XQVWDEOH7KLVFDXVHVVWUHVVDQGWUDXPDZKLFKFDQKDYHGHYDVWDWLQJHIIHFWV3URYLGLQJ
ZRUNVKRSVIUHHRIFRVWZKHUHWKH\FDQUHFHLYHKHOSDQGWKHUDS\FDQDOORZWKHPWRKDYHOHVV
UHOLDQFHRQJRYHUQPHQWDVVLVWDQFHLQWKHIXWXUH:RUNVKRSVFDQDOVREHPDGHIRUDGXOWVWR
SURYLGHWKHPZLWKVNLOOVDQGWLSVRQKRZWRUXQDVXFFHVVIXOKRXVHKROG,QIRUPDWLRQVXFKDVKRZ
WRSD\UHQWVDYHPRQH\DQGDSSO\IRULQVXUDQFHZLOOEHRIIHUHGWRPDNHWKHSURFHVVRIJHWWLQJ
EDFNRQWKHLUIHHWHDVLHU


([SHFWHG5HVXOWV
([SHFWHG5HVXOWV 
/RZHULQJWKHUHQWUDWHIRUDYHUDJHKRXVLQJLQFUHDVLQJWKHQXPEHURIVKHOWHUVDQG
SURYLGLQJFLWL]HQVZLWKZRUNVKRSVWKDWDUHIUHHRIFRVWWRKHOSWKHPUXQVXFFHVVIXOKRXVHKROGVDQG
RYHUFRPHVWUHVVIURPIDFLQJKRPHOHVVQHVVDQGSRYHUW\FDQKHOS,OOLQRLVFRQWLQXHUHGXFLQJWKH
QXPEHURISHRSOHOLYLQJZLWKRXWDKRPHRULQSRYHUW\
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State Affairs Forum Proposal
2017
Proposal Author(s):
Nussbaum Delegation:

2016-

Kira
Gateway

Region
Proposal Topic: Decreasing the rate of teen substance abuse.
Position Statement: To inform the residents of Illinois of the increasing rate of teen substance
abuse throughout the state. Illinois is providing inadequate drug education in its school systems
and proper consequences are not being doled. Not only do schools need to be a crucial element in
resolving this issue, they should partner with parents, guardians, local health departments and
law enforcement to provide education, support, resources and deterrents to students.
Proposal:
1. The time spent on attempting to educate adolescents on the dangerous medical
corollaries of substance abuse is not satisfactory. Students do not grasp the severity
of substance abuse and the lifelong consequences that they could face as a result.
2. The substance abuse curriculum should be more interactive and in depth. Showing
students effect of substance abuse may augment their understanding of the
repercussions. Having candid, real conversations and providing actual case studies of
the effects of teen substance abuse would be impactful.
3. Not only should proper education be a standard, so should harsher penalties for
offenders. If a student is caught abusing substances, they should be subjected to
suitable punishment.
4. Proper treatment should be mandated to those who seek it after substance abuse.
41% of male students and 36% of female students in high school admit to having
used marijuana while only 4% of these males and female students say that they have
received adequate treatment.
Expected Results:
With better education and an understanding of the long term effects of substance abuse, many
adolescents would be less likely to take part in such. With harsher penalties being instituted,
students will have an incentive not to abuse substances. Those students who have abused
substances in the past can receive treatment to avoid further abuse.
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DEXVH DQG WKH FDXVHV RI VXEVWDQFH DEXVH DUH HQGHG 0HQWDO KHDOWK GLVRUGHU DQG VWUHVV
SUHYHQWLRQPHWKRGVVKRXOGEHWDXJKWWRWKHVWXGHQWV
 <RX7XEHDGYHUWLVHPHQWVVKRXOGEHXVHGWRKHOSHQGRUVHVXEVWDQFHSUHYHQWLRQ7RGD\
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([SHFWHG5HVXOWV
([SHFWHG5HVXOWV
:LWKWKHVHFKDQJHVLQFRUSRUDWHGWHHQVXEVWDQFHDEXVHZLOOGHFUHDVHLQ,OOLQRLV0HQWDOKHDOWK
GLVRUGHUVDQGVWUHVVFDXVHWHHQVWRWXUQWRGUXJVDQGZKHQWKHWZRFDXVHVDUHHOLPLQDWHGWHHQV
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2016-2017

Proposal Author(s):

Jabe Outland

Delegation:

Carterville High School

Proposal Topic:

How Illinois can better utilize natural resources to become an energy leader

in production and conservation.
Position Statement:

The proud state of Illinois can become a big energy leader as long as we

utilize its natural resources by conserving and producing eco-friendly changes. Illinois can take
many steps to further this idea into reality by issuing solar panels to citizens.
Proposal:
1.

Solar Panels will be issued to all tax paying citizens in the state of Illinois who
apply for this eco-friendly opportunity.

2.

The applicants who apply will pay a monthly fee for the cost of the solar panels.

3.

To even out the cost for the panels, the taxpayer's electrical bill will be decreased
due to solar panels powering the user's electronic appliances.

4.

After the decrease in the electrical bill pays off the money spent on the solar panel
fees, the taxpayer will eventually gain a profit. This will also be used as a motivator
for the applicant to apply to the proposition.

5.

Solar Panels benefit the environment in an eco-friendly way by fighting against
greenhouse gas emissions and reducing our collective dependence on fossil fuel
(Solar City)..]

Expected Results:
Illinois would be a big energy leader in production and conservation if we took more
ecofriendly steps such as this one. These steps will conserve our own resources, as well as
make more jobs for Illinois. Also, it will produce a lot more renewable energy and not need to
rely on non-ëUHQHZDEOHVRXUFHV
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RIVSUHDGLQJ67'V,OOLQRLVVKRXOGOHJDOL]HUHJXODWHDQGWD[SURVWLWXWLRQWRORZHUWKHLQVWDQFHVRI
GLVHDVHV7KLVWD[HVZLOOWKHQEHXVHGIRUWKHIXQGLQJRIWKHUHVWRIWKHSURSRVDO
$ODZLQ5KRGH,VODQGRQFHDFFLGHQWDOO\OHJDOL]HGSURVWLWXWLRQIRUVHYHQ\HDUVEHWZHHQDQG
'XULQJWKLVWLPH67'FDVHVGURSSHGE\XSWR

0DQ\VFKRROVLQ,OOLQRLVVWLOOGRQRWKDYHDFRPSUHKHQVLYHKHDOWKRUVH[HGSURJUDPEHFDXVHWKH\
DUHQRWUHTXLUHGWR$XQLYHUVDOVH[HGSURJUDPVKRXOGEHPDQGDWHGLQDOOVFKRROVLQ,OOLQRLVWR
EHWWHUVSUHDGDZDUHQHVVRI67'VWRWHHQV

0DQ\SDUHQWVGRQRWFXUUHQWO\WDONWRRUHGXFDWHWKHLUFKLOGUHQDERXW67'V,QRUGHUWRLQFUHDVH
WKHDWKRPHOHDUQLQJDQGDZDUHQHVVRIDFKLOGDERXW67'VWKH,OOLQRLVJRYHUQPHQWVKRXOG
HQFRXUDJHSDUHQWVWRHGXFDWHWKHPVHOYHVDQGWDNHFODVVHVWRSURSHUO\XQGHUVWDQGWKLVLVVXH

7KH&'&FXUUHQWO\IXQGVWKHVWDWHDQGORFDOGHSDUWPHQWVWRWUHDW67'V7KLVSURJUDPVKRXOGEH
H[SDQGHGWRDOVRIXQGPHWKRGVRISUHYHQWLRQRI67'6WRSURDFWLYHO\FRPEDWWKHSUREOHP

([SHFWHG5HVXOWV
([SHFWHG5HVXOWV
7KH67'UDWHVLQ,OOLQRLVFRXOGUHGXFH67'VSUHDGE\DVPXFKDVDQGORZHUWKHVXVFHSWLELOLW\RI
RWKHUV3URSHUWUHDWPHQWDQGPDQGDWHVWRLPSURYHWKHTXDOLW\RIDQGH[SRVXUHWRHGXFDWLRQRQWKLV
WRSLFZRXOGDVVLVWZLWKSUHYHQWLRQDQGVXEVHTXHQWO\ORZHUWKH67'UDWHV$GGLWLRQDOO\SDUHQWV
ZRXOGDOVREHJLYHQJUHDWHUDZDUHQHVVDQGSURPRWHGLVFXVVLRQLQWKHKRXVHKROG
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Proposal Author(s):

Rohit Panse

Delegation:

Neuqua Valley High School

Proposal Topic:

Making buying an electric car in illinois more feasible

Position Statement:

To incentivize the people of Illinois to purchase electric cars, the installation

of a statewide policy regarding charging stations at gas stations is necessary. The overall interest
in buying an Electrical Vehicle or EV has increased from 31% in 2015 to 36% in 2016 (Kline).
Many prospective car purchasers reject the possibility of them owning an electric vehicle, because
of the impracticality of the car’s driving range. An electric charging station is something that can
increase the car’s driving’ range, since it is able to replenish a vehicle with energy to travel. Electric
vehicle charging stations are rare to find. With this increasing interest in purchasing electric cars,
Illinois can increase this already utilize this demand for profit by encouraging gas stations to install
electric car charging stations with tax exemptions. With cars contributing to climate change and
wreaking havoc on environments, by emitting around 24 pounds of carbon dioxide and other
global-warming gases for every gallon of gas, instating this policy can help Illinois do its part in
battling climate change ("Cars and global").
Proposal:
1. Gas stations which install electric car charging stations are eligible for a tax exemption of $5,000$20,000 dollars (based on average income of the gas station).
2. Internet and newspaper advertisements geared towards electric car prospective consumers address
the frequency of new charging stations (funded by the state government).

Expected Results:
The collective carbon dioxide emission rate would reduce tremendously. Consumers would be more
likely to purchase an electric car due to the availability of charging stations. Gas stations with
electric charging stations would benefit from business attention coming from electric car
consumers. Also, gas stations would get a tax exemption starting from $5,000-$20,000 dollars.
The market for electric cars would benefit electric car retailers who would now have a solid and
growing market for their cars.
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Proposal Author(s):

Robert Patton

Delegation:

Warren Township Highschool

Proposal Topic: What, if any, laws should be enacted to decrease poverty and homelessness in
Illinois?
Position Statement: There should be laws enacted for the homelessness to help decrease poverty.

Proposal:
1. To give those in poverty a helping hand by giving them a new way to find income. Like a recruiter
for the homeless. A recruiter is a person who works to fill job openings in businesses and other
positions.
2. To decrease poverty the government should implement a law that gives those in poverty a house
until they get a steady flow of income once they get a steady income flow they should get a years
notice to save up for a house of their own and then the government will retake possession of this
house to give to another homeless person. The houses will be a tiny house as in they will be 13
feet wide, 25 feet long, and 22 feet tall. They will have the basic necessities of a house as in water,
heat, electricity, and insurance. If they can not find a steady income we will take the house after 5
years and put them into a home where they can learn to work more often and to help others. A
community service home per say.
3. Finally, I propose that those who are in poverty get to see a person who can help them manage
their money. They would go to a community personal finance class for 2 months while in the tiny
home. This class will not cost any money until the 2 months are over or if you or your family
doesn’t have an income problem.
Expected Results:
I believe that this is a very viable option considering each house would cost from $55,000 to
$65,000. We can start with 20 houses and go up to 50 which would speed up the rate we can help
others. We would get the money for this by an increase in taxes which would also help the
government get more money. Another result would be that the homeless population would decrease
by 2517 people every 2nd year from the beginning. We would also pay the advisor and recruiter by
those same taxes.
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Proposal Author:

Casslyn Pedigo

Delegation:

Sesser- Valier

2016-2017

Proposal Topic: Substance abuse continues to be a problem for teens across Illinois.
Position Statement: To inform the people of Illinois that substance abuse for teens continues to
be a significant problem. Illinois does not provide adequate drug awareness programs in grades K12, and increased and targeted exposure to the dangers and possible outcomes of substance abuse
should be part of the required curriculum in grades K-12 in Illinois schools.
Proposal:
1.
Schools should increase drug awareness education programs in grades K-12. Currently, due
to state funding shortfalls, drug awareness programs such as D.A.R.E. and others are at risk of
being cut entirely from the curriculum. 5.4 percent among 8th graders, 9.8 percent among 10th
graders, and 14.3 percent among 12th graders are currently addicted to drugs.
2.
The drug awareness and prevention programs should be more rigorous and provide
testimonials from individuals in substance abuse recovery. Oftentimes, first- hand accounts of
those who have experienced the pitfalls of substance abuse can have the greatest impact to curb
teen substance abuse.
3.
Teachers and coaches should continue to serve as positive role models in demonstrating a
substance- free lifestyle. Teens model behaviors of those they trust, and teachers and coaches can
affect teens in a positive way. If teens have negative examples to follow they will most likely have a
negative attitude and make bad choices.
4.
More attention should be given to outcomes of the drug awareness. Teachers, coaches, and
other mentors tracking student data from those who have successfully completed the enhanced
programs would help determine if the programs had long-range success.
Expected Results:
More students would have greater exposure to quality information with enhanced and increased
substance abuse programs in Illinois. This information, presented as part of the required curriculum
in grades K-12, would yield more positive results and lead to healthier lifestyles for students.
Greater access to substance abuse information will enhance the quality of life for students across
the state of Illinois.
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Proposal Author(s):

Nicole Potyra

Delegation:

Amos Alonzo Stagg High School

Proposal Topic:

What should Illinois do to lower STD and STI (Sexually Transmitted Diseases

and Infections) rates?
Position Statement: To reduce STD rates, Illinois should put in effort to educate adolescents in
high school with proper sexual education. High schools are failing to prevent STDs among teenagers
because they are not teaching them how to practice safe sex, simply promoting abstinence. Forms of
contraceptives like condoms should also be available in schools since most STD cases are among
teenagers. Vaccines for certain STDs should also be offered to anyone.
Proposal:
1.

Change mandatory health curriculum to include proper sex education as well as how to
practice safe sex.

2.

Require a small funding change to include contraceptives such as condoms to become a readily
available resource to students.

3.

Require health offices to inform their clients about the few vaccines that they can receive to
reduce the amount of cases among STDs that have a vaccine.
Expected Results:
With more education of how to practice safe sex, STD rates with decrease greatly among teens. The
availability of condoms will also decrease the amount of unprotected sex. Both of these changes
would help decrease the already high amount rate of STDs among teens. Vaccines and information
about them will also help reduce the rates of preventable STDs. Changing the stigma around sex
being taboo will help make people safer. Illinois YMCA Youth and Government State Issues Forum
Proposal.
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Proposal Author(s):

Aneesa Rasheed

Delegation:

Islamic Foundation School

School schedules need to be alternated to a four-day week schedule
Proposal Topic:
for the purpose of a more efficient school week for students.
Position Statement: To inform the people of Illinois that the state school schedules right now aren’t
working, and not feasible for hardworking pupils attending grade school.
Proposal:
1. The solution to this issue is having schools switch to a four-day week system with a three-day
weekend, then it would fit into students’ lives much better. There are many benefits that come along
with schools having a four-day week with a three-day weekend. The schools would not shut down
on a Friday, there would still be office hours in the case of teachers needing to come in to grade or
students wanting extra help.
2. If schools were to switch to a four-day week, then students would function increasingly better
academically and their achievement scores would rise dramatically based on studies that have been
conducted.
3. Making the transformation of the four-day week schedule can benefit a student by giving them the
necessary relaxation time that everyone could use. In the case of young children who do not have
anywhere to go on a Friday, there would still be teachers at school and one specialized for the
subject of taking care of younger children similar to a day care.
4. A child spending almost ten to twelve hours to school because of extracurricular activities can ruin the
child’s relationship with their family because of little to no contact with them. While having an extra day
of relaxation can regain the family bonding between the child and the parents/rest of the family.
Expected Results:
The transformation of the four-day week schedule can give students the proper solution of the
unstable schedule. Students would have an extra day of leisure to solve concerns of stress and lack
of family time. Allowing students to have a dependable break every week can resolve all of the
complications that students are facing right now in Illinois with the school schedules.
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Proposal Author(s):

Zofia Rojszyk

Delegation:

Stagg

Proposal Topic:

Decrease Poverty and Homelessness

Position Statement:

To inform the poeple of Illinois that poverty rates and homelessness is not

only a problem but can be decreased. Illinois is not providing low income citizens with enough
resources to help support their families.
Proposal:
1.

Increase the amount of money given to homeless shelters. Homeless shelters can expand and
take in more people from the streets. Giving the poeple a place to stay and letting them worry about one
less thing.

2.

Create more section 8 housing. Build new neighborhoods that are afforable. So people are
able to keep their homes or be rapidly rehoused if needed.

3.

Increasing the amount of money given to the Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program as
well as increasing funding for food banks. SNAP will be able to increase the monthly benefit for each
SNAP household.

4.

Poverty can be decreased by providing more money to low income citizens. using this money
to train for higher paying jobs to help support their family.

5. Increase minimuim wage in order to increase the amount of money each household brings. money
brought into the houshold will not only help pay the bills to keep the house but it will also help decrease
poverty.
Expected Results:
Poverty rates and homelessness will decrease. This could help more hard-working Americans enter
the middle class.
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Proposal Author(s):

Amina Shuaipaj

Delegation:

Islamic Foundation School

Proposal Topic:
in poverty

what can Illinois government do to help the homeless and the people

Position Statement: Poverty is a vast issue in Illinois. It is the unfortunate reality that people
everyday are able to witness many homeless people roaming the streets of Chicago. Society knows
how common poverty is but aren't realizing how much it's affecting our environment and how big of
a problem it is especially in the Chicago area. Although there are shelters and soup kitchens it's still
not enough. The amount of shelters and soup kitchens we have can only do so much, and they are
not sufficient to handle the population of poverty the Chicago area has. The Illinois government
needs to create more beneficial bills to help the percentage of poverty decrease.
Proposal:
1. The minimum wage in Illinois is $7.35-$8.75. According to center for poverty research the
annual earnings for one whole year working 40 hours a week full time is $15,080. That is
not abundant amount of money to support and individual or support ones family for food,
shelter, transportation, clothing and bills. The government should change the minimum wage
to $10 or more to benefit those who are going through a difficult time at the moment.
2. Company's creating more job opportunities. By enhancing the choice of more job
opportunities, it allows the homeless to find jobs more accessibly and allows them to find
jobs that pay and don't require a diploma or intense labor.
3. Granting paid sick days would benefit the homeless because when they get faced with sickness
they have no control of there body getting sick. For them to get ill it would be a horrible
situation because they need all the hours they can get to gain more money. If all these
statements were to change by the government, Illinois rate of poverty would decrease
extremely.
Expected Results:
Overall, there are so many people in poverty in the state of Illinois where it is affecting our
environment around us. By these bills being passed to would decrease the percentage of poverty
greatly. The government can pass bills to increase minimum wage, supportive housing, create new
jobs, and allowable paid sick days, having these will help homeless people enormously. If these bills
do get passes people in poverty will live a better life. The government needs to take these
statements into consideration to decrease the amount of homelessness that men and women are
facing in Illinois.
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Proposal Author(s):

Allison Skly

Delegation:

Amos Alonzo Stagg High School

Proposal Topic:

(14) Illinois uses standardized testing (PARCC, SAT, etc.) to evaluate student

learning and teacher performance. How should Illinois use these results to improve schools?
Position Statement:

The tests should be used as a tool to evaluate how the students are

understanding the curriculum, and not as a tool to dictate a school's funding or a student's
progress.
Proposal:
1.

1. Tests should be used as feedback to determine how the state curriculum has been working
for the students and educators of the state.

2.

The curriculum should be altered to the results of the test, allowing the assessment to be a
standing point for how state administrators decide what should be required of future students

3.

The pressure of a test hurting students needs to be lifted. The test should not dictate any
negative repercussions on the student or school, only help to improve learning.

These tests should select students for special programs, and place students in specific groups to foster
achievement where they are lacking.
Expected Results:
Future student and administrations will be better provided with the tools to teach the correct
curriculum the correct way. Students will better understand material as it is adapted and changed
and the student body will be more receptive of these ideas.
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2016-2017

Proposal Author(s):

Adelyn Snow

Delegation:

Sesser-Valier

Proposal Topic:

What alternative schedules should illinois schools adopt to be more

effective?(late start times, year round school or 4 day weeks with 3 day weekends.)
Position Statement: Late start school days have been said to be best for student learning. Having
late start school days from around 9:30-3:30 would improve student performances in important
subjects such as English and Math, and can put an end to sleep deprivation in teenagers across
America.

Proposal:
1. Not getting enough sleep can affect your health or your school work. For those who play sports
typically have practice at night or a late game and on top of that, homework.
2. Some high school students work jobs and some jobs work until 9 or 10 sometimes later, and that's
not including the drive home from the job.
3. Teenagers also have trouble falling asleep before 11pm. After being up late that night from work or
sports it's hard to get up at 6 or 7 am and begin that routine all over again.
4. Studies show that the average student brain is not fully awake until 10 am- afternoon times so it is
considered “cruel” to have teens getting up so early for school.
5. Schools are forcing students to function when their brains are not fully awake and the constant no
sleep pattern can later on cause sleep deprivation.
6. With the late start students will most likely be in better moods and have more positive attitudes
towards learning. They will be more alert and able to experience their learning environment better.
Expected Results:
Students grades will increase and there will be a lack of tiredness. The students will be more aware
and awake in class due to letting the brain fully awaken. Also, by letting the brain rest a few more
hours it will help the students memorize more of what they are learning because they will be fully
awake and functioning correctly.
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2016-2017

Proposal Author(s): Savannah Staples
Delegation:

Sesser-Valier

Proposal Topic:Intensify consequences in school for teen substance abuse
Position Statement:

To decrease teen substance abuse by intensifying the consequences in

schools. Teenagers are not taking the abuse of drugs seriously enough. By having harsher
consequences, the use of drugs would become insignificant to adolescents and set a standard for
the upcoming generations.
Proposal:
1. The driving privileges of students found abusing substances should be revoked until the student is
completely free of drugs. After failing a drug test, the student should no longer be able to drive to
school or to school-related events until they have passed a drug test taken through the school. If
they are caught abusing any substances after that, their school-related driving privileges should be
revoked for the rest of the academic school year. At the beginning of the next school year, if the
student still attends high school, they should be required to take and pass another drug test to
renew their driving privileges for that school year. Tests that affect a student's driving privileges
should come from the money collected when a student buys a parking spot. If parking spots are of
no cost an additional charge should be added when the student registers for school.
2. Athletes that abuse substances poorly represent their school and are less likely to be in the right
physical condition that their sports require. Each student wanting to participate in sports should be
required to pass a drug test before being placed on the team. Drug testing should also be common
throughout the sport season for athletes. If an athlete is tested and fails, they should be sit out
from games or competitions and practices until they can be tested and pass. Initial tests should be
funded by the school's athletic program, and any additional tests throughout the year due to
suspension of substance abuse should be paid for by the sports fund itself.
3. Students should be told the consequences for failing a drug test before they are tested. Knowing
the consequences beforehand is a way to prevent substance abuse before it occurs. This
information should also be reminded to the students periodically throughout the year, reminding
them what is at risk if they are caught doing drugs or drinking alcohol.
Expected Results:
By having harsher consequences and making them known to students in schools, the abuse of drugs
and alcohol is expected to noticeably decrease. Students and athletes alike will know the
consequences and what is at stake before they participate in substance abuse. This will allow them
to rethink drugs and alcohol before they ever come in contact with them, and by having more at
risk, they are likely not to partake at all.
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Proposal Author(s):

Gatha Sutaria

Delegation:

Neuqua Valley High School

Proposal Topic:

Improving recidivism rates for Illinois prisoners

Position Statement: To reduce the 45% recidivism rate in Illinois. While Illinois’s crime rate
decreased in 2012, Illinois had one of the nation’s highest increases in incarceration rate,
indicating that the growing prison population is not a result of crime rate. Illinois’ prisons are
overcrowded at nearly 148 percent capacity, the highest rate in the country, according to the
Bureau of Justice Statistics, and operating the Illinois Department of Corrections cost taxpayers
$1.4 billion in 2015, excluding billions of dollars spent on police, courts, and jail administration.
Illinois should reduce reduce reliance on institutional corrections, such as jails and prisons, and
instead facilitate self-sufficiency and rehabilitation.
Proposal:
1. Educational and vocational programs should be implemented in prisons. According to a study
conducted by the nonpartisan Rand Corporation, every dollar invested in prison education programs
saves $4 to $5 of expenditures on post-release incarceration by $4 to $5. Additionally, inmates
who participated in such correctional programs had a 43 percent lower chance of recidivating than
those who did not.
2. To make it easier for offenders to find work after their sentence is fulfilled, community-based
employment and re-entry programs should be instated and it should become easier for them to
obtain a professional or business license. A July 2014 Illinois Results First Cost Benefit Analysis,
produced by the Illinois Sentencing Policy Advisory Council (SPAC), identified Employment Training
& Job Assistance in the Community as having the best benefit to cost ratio of any effort to reduce
reconvictions.
3. Restrictions placed on professional and business licenses that those with a felony record can
obtain should be reduced to further enable offenders to become contributing members of society.
Currently, each instance of recidivism costs an estimated $20,432 for forgone economic activity.
4. A portion of the money currently being spent on increased prison budgets should be diverted to
expand drug and mental health treatment in order to address the problems underlying many crimes.
create alternatives to prison for those struggling with drug addiction. One such Illinois program,
Adult Redeploy, costs just $4,400 a year per participant, compared to prison, which costs over
$22,000 per inmate annually.

Expected Results:
The recidivism rate would reduce from 45%. Less money would be spent on increased prison
budgets; currently each instance of recidivism in Illinois costs approximately $118,746 on average,
according to a recent report by the Illinois Sentencing Policy Advisory Council. Additionally, it would
help former offenders become self-sufficient and would potentially boost economic activity. A
reduction in incarceration also contributes to lower crime rates, according to a report by the
Sentencing Project, which examined examining states the significantly reduced their prison
populations between 1999 and 2012.
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Proposal Author(s):

Gabriella Synadinos

Delegation:

Amos Alonzo Stagg High School

Proposal Topic:

What, if any, laws should be enacted to decrease poverty and homelessness

in Illinois?
Position Statement:

To inform the people of Illinois that passing certain laws can lead to a

decrease in poverty and homelessness in Illinois. Illinois is failing at creating an appropriate budget
and distributing reasonable amounts of money to various facilities and government-provided
services. Officials need to take control and properly enforce laws that can alter the lives of
numerous people.
Proposal:
1.
Expenses, including taxes need to be adjusted to conform to the needs of every household.
Citizens with low incomes should not be required to spend great amounts of money on taxes.
Therefore, the government must enforce laws regarding the boundaries placed on tax amounts based
on incomes to alleviate the household and prevent an increased poverty rate.
2.
The distribution of food stamps should be more strict. Many citizens that have been
granted food stamps abuse them and have an ample income that proves no need for food stamps.
The government must distribute the food stamps to those that evidently need them to aid in
decreasing poverty.
3.
The State of Illinois should more carefully monitor spending. Plenty of money from the
taxes families pay goes to city prisons. The prisons in our state have above satisfactory conditions.
This can influence the homeless to commit a crime solely so that they can live in a facility with a
habitable environment. More money needs to be directed towards creating facilities and services for
the homeless.
4.
Individuals who claim to be in need of Section 8/ Public Housing need to be carefully
screened to ensure that they are in need. This will lead to more needy families having a humane
living environment and being provided with necessary services.
Expected Results:
There will be a decrease in the rate of poverty in Illinois and in the number of homeless people.
Government-provided services including Section 8 Housing and Food Stamps will be given solely to
those in need.
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Proposal Author(s): Jeffrey Trux
Delegation:

Batavia

Proposal Topic: Comprehensive sexual education is necessary for lower STD and STI rates in Illinois
Position Statement: To inform the Illinois public and legislators that comprehensive sexual education is
necessary for combating the spread of STDs and STIs such as HIV, syphilis, and chlamydia. Illinois sexual
education classes fail to destigmatize minority sexualities, being lesbian, gay, bisexual, and transgender, and
fail to inform those minority sexualities of proper protection from STDs and STIs. The state of Illinois must
properly educate students about sexual health in order to reduce STD and STI rates from the current
dangerously high rates.
Proposal:
1. Sexual education must begin at a much younger age. Consent, infatuation regarding both heterosexuality and
minority sexuality, and sexual abuse must be discussed at an elementary school age to destigmatize minority
sexualities, again being defined as lesbian, gay, bisexual, and transgender, and victims of sexual abuse in our
children prior to the potential conflicts regarding those topics. It is imperative that schools discuss sexuality
at a younger age as this can not only validate LGBT individuals but also teach those individuals to protect
themselves from STDs or STIs that they are not properly educated about. Similarly, it must be legally
mandated that sexual education be medically and scientifically accurate as well as factually correct as,
without a basis in fact, education is completely useless at worst, propaganda at best.
2. Contraceptives must be easily accessible so that they are used during sexual intercourse. Contraceptives
must be destigmatized and should be provided in schools and at medical facilities so that individuals can
anonymously acquire the means to partake in safe intercourse. It is simply not enough to assume that
without condoms, sexual intercourse will not occur as this is simply false. Other countries, such as the
Netherlands, provide contraceptives, such as condoms, in vending machines. Even more impressive is that, for
adolescents, some contraceptive methods, such as the birth control pill, are free. Adopting a similar policy to
this to allow for safer sexual intercourse is imperative in lowering the rate of STDs and STIs.
3. The legalization and regulation of prostitution is an effective method to lower STD and STI rates. Legalizing
and destigmatizing sex workers to allow them to seek medical attention for their sexual help will prevent the
spread of what STDs and STIs they may acquire through their work. The taxation of the industry could be
used to subsidize the purchase of contraceptives to promote safe sexual practices or to cover the costs of
STD and STI testing.
4.

Testing for STDs and STIs must be free for all members of the Illinois population. Some STDs and STIs are
asymptomatic and could be accidentally spread without any knowledge of any person involved having the
ailment. Regardless of education level, if an individual is not aware that they have a particular STD or STI,
they may well accidentally spread it.

5. Additional funding and regulation of the criminal justice system to prevent rape within criminal justice
institutions will allow for convicts to be protected from the spread of STDs and STIs which they could
continue to spread after release. Training guards to prevent rape, as well as the distribution of
contraceptives within criminal justice institutions to prevent unsafe sexual intercourse is necessary as it is
illogical to assume that a blanket-ban will effectively prevent sexual intercourse from occurring. The members
of the convicted population are also the least capable of protecting themselves, and are also the most at risk
of STD or STI infection, so it is necessary to protect them.
Expected Results:
STD and STI prevalence will be significantly lower and teen pregnancy rates will drop drastically. More
accessibility to and knowledge of contraceptives will also drastically reduce the number of unsafe abortions
and maternal deaths while also destigmatizing minority sexual identities and sexual intercourse as a whole.
Illinois will no longer maintain poor placement relative to other states with regards to STDs and STIs, and
other states will look to Illinois policy to improve their own sexual health. Put simply, Illinois will be a leader
in improving sexual health, sexual safety, and sexual equality within the United States, but also globally.
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Proposal Author:

Lexi Udaykee

Delegation:

Amos Alonzo Stagg High School

Proposal Topic: What, if any, laws should be enacted to decrease poverty and homelessness in
Illinois?
Position Statement: To point out to the citizens of Illinois that there are more homeless people and
there’s a high amount of poverty going on in Illinois. Illinois isn’t requiring enough shelter or proper
care for the people that are in need. More upperclassman are getting what they need easily, while
more people are struggling to make a living and stay under a roof of their own.

1.

2.

3.

4.

Proposal:
Look more into the American Recovery and Reinvestment Act as a chance to alleviate the poverty
made worse by economic crisis. As of right now, this act isn’t as active as it should be. People in
Illinois should be evaluating this act and putting in more ways to secure this act and make it a true
act.
Food stamps are a high point for people who need them. If more homeless people and the poverty
rate is high, more of the people who don’t have food stamps deserve to have them so they can
start off little and as they get more into business, they could be living healthy again.
Expanding opportunities for the homeless and people struggling with poverty could be great for
Illinois. With a bunch of people living on the streets, it could be changed by investing strategies to
make work pay, expanding access to affordable housing, and help low-income people build the job
skills to succeed in the workforce.
Establishing legal entitlements would give homeless people and the struggling people chances to
live freely and have the average living style than everyone else.
Expected Results: From the government to the people around you, helping homeless people and
people struggling with poverty could be an easy task to fix. If jobs were easier to withhold, homes
cost less money, or even with an act of kindness could help boost the people struggling with this
issue.
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LOOQHVVVHULRXVO\HQGLQJSRSXODUWKRXJKWVOLNHKRZSHRSOHVKRXOGMXVWJHWRYHUGHSUHVVLRQEHFDXVH
LWLVWKHVDPHDVVDGQHVV

([SHFWHG5HVXOWV%HFDXVHWKHWZRODUJHSUREOHPVRIUHFLGLYLVPDQGPHQWDOKHDOWKDUHFORVHO\
([SHFWHG5HVXOWV
UHODWHGWDNLQJDSULPDU\IRFXVRQIL[LQJWKHPHQWDOKHDOWKFULVLVRI,OOLQRLVZLOOJUHDWO\UHGXFHUDWHV
RIUHFLGLYLVPDVZHOODVRULJLQDODUUHVWVVXEVHTXHQWO\DOORZLQJWKHPRQH\WKDWZRXOGKDYHJRQH
WRZDUGVUHFLGLYLVPWREHXWLOL]HGLQDGLIIHUHQWPDQQHU
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Illinois YMCA Youth and Government
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Proposal Author(s):

Demetra Wojdula

Delegation:

Amos Alonzo Stagg High School

Proposal Topic:

(14) Illinois uses standardized testing (PARCC, SAT, etc.) to evaluate student

learning and teacher performance. How should Illinois use these results to improve schools?
Position Statement:

The tests should be used as a tool to evaluate how the students are

understanding the curriculum, and not as a tool to dictate a school's funding or a student's
progress.
Proposal:
1.
Tests should be used as feedback to determine how the state curriculum has been working for
the students and educators of the state.
2.

The curriculum should be altered to the results of the test, allowing the assessment to be a
standing point for how state administrators decide what should be required of future students

3.

The pressure of a test hurting students needs to be lifted. The test should not dictate any
negative repercussions on the student or school, only help to improve learning.

4. These tests should select students for special programs, and place students in specific groups
to foster achievement where they are lacking.
Expected Results:
Future student and administrations will be better provided with the tools to teach the correct
curriculum the correct way. Students will better understand material as it is adapted and changed
and the student body will be more receptive of these ideas.
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<RXWKDWWRUQH\VKDYHEHHQZRUNLQJRQWZRGLIIHUHQWFULPLQDOFDVHV 3HRSOHRIWKH6WDWHRI,OOLQRLV
YV -RUGDQ DQG 3HRSOH RI WKH 6WDWH RI ,OOLQRLV YV )RUHPDQ %RWK GHIHQGDQWV ZHUH FRQYLFWHG DQG
ERWK KDYH DSSHDOHG WKHLU FRQYLFWLRQV 6SHFLILF GHWDLOV RI WKRVH DSSHDOV IROORZ  7KH FDVHV ZLOO EH
DUJXHGRQ6DWXUGD\LQFRXUWURRPVDWGLIIHUHQWORFDWLRQV3OHDVHUHIHUWRWKHVFKHGXOHIRUZKHUHWKH
FRXUWVHVVLRQVZLOOWDNHSODFH
$SSHDOVDUHYHU\GLIIHUHQWIURPWULDOV7ULDOVGHWHUPLQHJXLOWRULQQRFHQFHEDVHGRQWKHIDFWVRID
SDUWLFXODUFDVH)RULQVWDQFH-RKQ:D\QH*DF\ZDVFRQYLFWHGEHFDXVHLWZDVGHWHUPLQHGWKDWKH
GLG LQ IDFW PXUGHU RYHU WKLUW\ LQGLYLGXDOV  1RUPDOO\ WKH DSSHDO GRHV QRW LQYROYH D UHKDVKLQJ RI
WKRVHHYHQWV,QVWHDGWKHDSSHDOW\SLFDOO\LVFRQFHUQHGZLWKZKHWKHUVRPHWKLQJRFFXUUHGEHIRUHRU
GXULQJWKHWULDOWKDWSUHYHQWHGWKHGHIHQGDQWIURPUHFHLYLQJDIDLUWULDO

3HRSOHRIWKH6WDWHRI,OOLQRLVY$OEHUW-RUGDQ
$OEHUW-RUGDQ
3HRSOHRIWKH6WDWHRI,OOLQRLVY
$OEHUW-RUGDQ
$IWHUDMXU\WULDOWKHGHIHQGDQWZDVIRXQGJXLOW\DQGVHQWHQFHGWROLIHLPSULVRQPHQWZLWKRXWWKH
SRVVLELOLW\RISDUROH2Q2FWREHUKHILOHGDQDSSHDOEDVHGRQWKHIROORZLQJWZRLVVXHV
,668(21(
,668(21(
$W WULDO GXULQJ GLUHFW H[DPLQDWLRQ WHVWLPRQ\ 'HUHN 5RJHUV ZDV DVNHG WR GHVFULEH DQ DUJXPHQW
EHWZHHQ $OEHUW -RUGDQ DQG /LQGD .HQW IURP DERXW D ZHHN SULRU WR WKH 0D\   LQFLGHQW
$WWRUQH\VIRU-RUGDQREMHFWHGEXWWKHSURVHFXWRUDUJXHGWKDWWKHGHVFULSWLRQZDVQHHGHGWRFODULI\
WKH5RJHUVµSUHYLRXVGHVFULSWLRQWKDW-RUGDQDQG.HQWZHUH²DOZD\VDUJXLQJDQGFDUU\LQJRQ³DQG
WKHREMHFWLRQZDVRYHUUXOHG5RJHUVWKHQJDYHWKHIROORZLQJWHVWLPRQ\
$ERXWRUVRLQWKHPRUQLQJ,KHDUG-RUGDQDQG.HQWVWDUW\HOOLQJDWHDFKRWKHU,FRXOGQµW
PDNHRXWWKHH[DFWZRUGVWKDWZHUHEHLQJVDLGEXWWKLQJVGLGQµWVRXQGKDSS\6RRQDIWHU
WKH\HOOLQJVWDUWHG,KHDUGDFRXSOHRIFUDVKHVOLNHWKLQJVZHUHEHLQJEURNHQ6KRUWO\DIWHU
WKDW , KHDUG WKH GRRU WR WKHLU DSDUWPHQW RSHQ IROORZHG E\ UXQQLQJ VRXQGV LQ WKH KDOO
DFFRPSDQLHGE\PRUH\HOOLQJ,RSHQHGP\DSDUWPHQWGRRUWRVHHZKDWZDVJRLQJRQDQG,
VDZ /LQGD .HQW UXQQLQJ GRZQ WKH KDOO WRZDUG WKH VWDLUV ZLWK -RUGDQ FKDVLQJ KHU  :KHQ
.HQWUDQGRZQWKHVWDLUV-RUGDQVWRSSHGOHWRXWDORXGVFUHDPDQGSXQFKHGWKHKDOOZD\
ZDOO VHYHUDO WLPHV KDUG HQRXJK WR PDNH KLV NQXFNOHV EOHHG , DVNHG LI KH ZDV RND\ EXW
-RUGDQMXVWJODUHGDWPHDQGZHQWEDFNLQWRKLVDSDUWPHQWVODPPLQJKLVGRRU,QHYHUIRXQG
RXWZKDWWKHDUJXPHQWZDVDERXWEXWWKHLQFLGHQWUHDOO\OHIWDQLPSUHVVLRQRQPH
-RUGDQµV DWWRUQH\ GLG QRW DVN 5RJHUV DERXW WKDW LQFLGHQW GXULQJ FURVVH[DPLQDWLRQ IRFXVLQJ
LQVWHDGRQZKDW5RGJHUVFRXOGDQGFRXOGQµWVHHGXULQJWKH0D\DUJXPHQW
'XULQJ $OEHUW -RUGDQµV GLUHFW H[DPLQDWLRQ -RUGDQ DFNQRZOHGJHG WKH DUJXPHQW WKDW KH DQG /LQGD
.HQW KDG DERXW D ZHHN SULRU WR .HQWµV GHDWK +H VDLG WKDW ZKLOH WKH DUJXPHQW ZDV ²KHDWHG³ DQG
ERWKRIWKHPEURNHDFRXSOHRIWKLQJVLQWKHDSDUWPHQWKHZRXOGQµWFDOOWKHDUJXPHQWYLROHQW+H
ZHQWRQWRVD\KHFKDVHG/LQGDZKHQVKHUDQRXWRIWKHDSDUWPHQWEHFDXVHKHZDQWHGKHUWRVWLFN
DURXQGWRUHVROYHWKHLVVXHDQGKHSXQFKHGWKHZDOOLQIUXVWUDWLRQEHFDXVH²/LQGDQHYHUZDQWHGWR
IDFHXSWRKHUSUREOHPV³-RUGDQDOVRVWDWHGWKDWKHGLGQµWOD\DKDQGRQ.HQWGXULQJWKHDUJXPHQW
3URVHFXWLQJ DWWRUQH\V GHFOLQHG WR EULQJ XS WKH HDUOLHU DUJXPHQW GXULQJ FURVV H[DPLQDWLRQ RI
-RUGDQ
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,668(7:2
,668(7:2
$OEHUW -RUGDQ UHTXHVWHG FRXQVHO DQG %RE :DVHPXYD D JUDGXDWH RI &KLFDJR.HQW &ROOHJH RI /DZ
ZRUNLQJLQWKHSXEOLFGHIHQGHUVµRIILFHIRUWKHODVWIRXU\HDUVZDVDSSRLQWHGWRUHSUHVHQW-RUGDQ
0U:DVHPXYDPDGHIRXUSUHWULDODSSHDUDQFHVEHIRUHWKHMXGJHRQ-RUGDQµVEHKDOILQFOXGLQJILOLQJ
DPRWLRQWROLPLWWKHWHVWLPRQ\RI'HUHN5RJHUVSUHFOXGLQJKLPIURPFKDUDFWHUL]LQJ-RUGDQµVDQG
.HQWµVUHODWLRQVKLSDV²DOZD\VDUJXLQJDQGFDUU\LQJRQ³+RZHYHU0U:DVHPXYDWKHQFKRVHWRQRW
SXUVXH WKH PRWLRQ WR OLPLW H[SODLQLQJ WR -RUGDQ RQO\ WKDW KH ²IHOW WKH\ KDG EHWWHU VWDQGLQJ
DGGUHVVLQJWKDWLVVXHLQIURQWRIWKHMXU\WKDQSUHVHQWLQJLWEHIRUHWKHMXGJH³
0U:DVHPXYDDOVRSHUVRQDOO\FRQGXFWHGDIDFWXDOLQYHVWLJDWLRQWU\LQJWRYDOLGDWH-RUGDQµVSOHDRI
QRW JXLOW\ ,Q KLV VHDUFK IRU SRVVLEOH ZLWQHVVHV WR VXSSRUW -RUGDQµV FODLP WKDW /LQGD .HQW ZDV D
FKURQLF DOFRKROLF :DVHPXYD LQWHUYLHZHG %7 &VDSRV WKH EDUWHQGHU DW WKH FRUQHU WDYHUQ
IUHTXHQWHGE\/LQGD.HQW&VDSRVDJUHHGWRWHVWLI\WKDW.HQWZDVDUHJXODUSDWURQRIWKHWDYHUQ
DQG WKDW VKH ZRXOG IUHTXHQWO\ RUGHU D IXOO ERWWOH RI KDUG OLTXRU DQG GULQN LW E\ KHUVHOI RYHU WKH
FRXUVH RI D FRXSOH RI KRXUV +RZHYHU :DVHPXYD GLG QRW VHUYH &VDSRV ZLWK D VXESRHQD DQG
&VDSRV GLG QRW DSSHDU RQ WKH WULDO GDWH  0U :DVHPXYD UHTXHVWHG D FRQWLQXDQFH VR WKDW %7
&VDSRVFRXOGEHORFDWHGEXWWKHMXGJHGHQLHGWKHPRWLRQDVWKHZLWQHVVKDGQRWEHHQVHUYHGZLWK
DVXESRHQDWRWHVWLI\
7KH 6WDWH DQG 'HIHQVH FDOOHG WKHLU ZLWQHVVHV DV OLVWHG LQ WKH 7ULDO )DFWV DQG DOO WHVWLPRQ\ ZDV
FRQVLVWHQWZLWKWKH7ULDO)DFWVDQGWKHDGGLWLRQDOGHWDLOVIRU'HUHN5RJHUVµWHVWLPRQ\GHVFULEHGLQ
,VVXH%RE:DVHPXYDPDGHVHYHUDOREMHFWLRQVLQFOXGLQJREMHFWLQJWR5RJHUVµFKDUDFWHUL]DWLRQRI
-RUGDQµVDQG.HQWµVUHODWLRQVKLSDV²DOZD\VDUJXLQJDQGFDUU\LQJRQ³ REMHFWLRQZDVRYHUUXOHG DQG
REMHFWLQJWR5RJHUVµWHVWLPRQ\UHJDUGLQJDQDUJXPHQWEHWZHHQ-RUGDQDQG.HQWWKHZHHNSULRUWR
.HQWµV GHDWK GHVFULEHG LQ ,VVXH  DQ DUJXPHQW KH ORVW  $QGZKLOH KHZDVYLJRURXVLQ KLVFURVV
H[DPLQDWLRQRI'HUHN5RJHUVUHJDUGLQJZKDW5RJHUVFRXOGDQGFRXOGQµWVHHGXULQJWKHLQFLGHQWRQ
0D\WKKHGLGQRWDGGUHVV5RJHUVµWHVWLPRQ\DERXWDQDUJXPHQWEHWZHHQ-RUGDQDQG.HQWWKDW
RFFXUUHG WKH SUHYLRXV ZHHN %RWK VLGHV SUHVHQWHG FORVLQJ DUJXPHQWV DQG %RE :DVHPXYDµV ZDV
SDUWLFXODUO\LPSDVVLRQHG7KHMXU\GHOLEHUDWHGIRUILYHKRXUVEHIRUHUHWXUQLQJDJXLOW\YHUGLFW
3RVW7ULDO3URFHHGLQJV
3RVW7ULDO3URFHHGLQJV
3ULRU WR VHQWHQFLQJ 'HIHQGDQW VXEPLWWHG SRVWWULDO PRWLRQV WR WKH FRXUW VWDWLQJ WKDW WKH
FRQYLFWLRQ RI WKH 'HIHQGDQW VKRXOG EH RYHUWXUQHG   EHFDXVH WKH WHVWLPRQ\ DERXW -RUGDQµV
DUJXPHQW ZLWK /LQGD .HQW WKH ZHHN SULRU WR KHU GHDWK ZDV LPSURSHUO\ DOORZHG DQG SUHMXGLFLDO
DJDLQVW WKH GHIHQGDQW DQG   EHFDXVH KH ZDV GHQLHG KLV ULJKW WR FRPSHWHQW FRXQVHO 7KH FRXUW
GHQLHGWKHPRWLRQV'HIHQGDQWILOHGDWLPHO\DSSHDODUJXLQJWKDWKLVULJKWWRDIDLUWULDOKDGEHHQ
YLRODWHGE\WKHVHWZRLVVXHV
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3HRSOHRIWKH6WDWHRI,OOLQRLVY0DUFXV)RUHPDQ
0DUFXV)RUHPDQ
3HRSOHRIWKH6WDWHRI,OOLQRLVY
0DUFXV)RUHPDQ
$IWHUDMXU\WULDOWKHGHIHQGDQWZDVIRXQGJXLOW\DQGVHQWHQFHGWROLIHLPSULVRQPHQWZLWKRXWWKH
SRVVLELOLW\RISDUROH2Q2FWREHUKHILOHGDQDSSHDOEDVHGRQWKHIROORZLQJWZRLVVXHV
,668(21(
,668(21(
$W WULDO 5RGQH\ %HFN ZDV FDOOHG DV D ZLWQHVV IRU WKH SURVHFXWLRQ ZLWK KLV WHVWLPRQ\ FRQVLVWHQW
ZLWKWKDWJLYHQDWWKH3UHOLPLQDU\+HDULQJ:KHQ%HFNWHVWLILHGWKDWKHKHDUG5RQ6LOYHUPDQFU\RXW
²+H\,MXVWZDQWP\PRQH\:KDWDUH\RXGRLQJ"³MXVWEHIRUHWKHVKRWVZHUHILUHG'HIHQVHFRXQVHO
LPPHGLDWHO\ REMHFWHG WR WKH VWDWHPHQW DV KHDUVD\ $IWHU KHDULQJ DUJXPHQWV IURP ERWK VLGHV WKH
-XGJHDOORZHGWKHVWDWHPHQWWRVWDQG
,668(7:2
,668(7:2
$SSUR[LPDWHO\ WKUHH ZHHNV EHIRUH WKH WULDO ZKLOH UHYLHZLQJ WKH PDWHULDOV JDWKHUHG E\ WKH SROLFH
IROORZLQJ0DUFXV)RUHPDQµVDUUHVWWKHSURVHFXWLQJDWWRUQH\FDPHDFURVVDPHPRU\FDUGKHGLGQRW
VHHLWHPL]HGRQWKHOLVWRIPDWHULDOVFROOHFWHG7KHPHPRU\FDUGZDVIURPWKHFHOOSKRQHRI9HUQ
'DULDSDWURQRIWKH0H]]DOXQD7DYHUQZKRKDGEHHQVPRNLQJRXWLQIURQWRIWKH7DYHUQZLWKVRPH
RWKHUSDWURQVRQ-XQHDWWKHWLPH5RQ6LOYHUPDQOHIWWKH7DYHUQ
7KHPHPRU\FDUGFRQWDLQHGDYLGHRILOHVKRWE\9HUQRIRQHRIWKHRWKHUSDWURQVGRLQJLPLWDWLRQV
RIYDULRXVSROLWLFDOILJXUHVDQGLQWKHEDFNJURXQG5RQ6LOYHUPDQLVEULHIO\VHHQDVKHLVOHDYLQJWKH
7DYHUQ 'XULQJ 6LOYHUPDQµV EULHI DSSHDUDQFH SDVVLQJ WKURXJK WKH YLGHR EDFNJURXQG D UHIOHFWLYH
JODUH LV VHHQ FRPLQJ IURP 6LOYHUPDQµV ULJKW KDQG KRZHYHU LW LV QRW FOHDU IURP WKH YLGHR ZKDW
FDXVHG WKH UHIOHFWLYH JODUH 7KH YLGHR GLG QRW FDSWXUH DQ\ LPDJH RI 0DUFXV )RUHPDQ QRU GLG LW
FDSWXUH DQ\ RI WKH FRQIURQWDWLRQ EHWZHHQ 6LOYHUPDQ DQG )RUHPDQ 7KH SURVHFXWLQJ DWWRUQH\
UHWXUQHGWKHPHPRU\FDUGWRWKHFROOHFWLRQRIPDWHULDOVDQGXSGDWHGWKHOLVWRIPDWHULDOVWRLQFOXGH
WKHPHPRU\FDUG
7KH RULJLQDO OLVW RI PDWHULDOV KDG EHHQ SURYLGHG WR WKH GHIHQVH DWWRUQH\V DV SDUW RI GLVFRYHU\
KRZHYHU WKH XSGDWHG OLVW ZDV QHYHU VHQW RYHU $GGLWLRQDOO\ WKH GHIHQVH DWWRUQH\ QHYHU PDGH D
IROORZXS UHTXHVW IRU DQ\ XSGDWHG PDWHULDOV DQG QHYHU PHQWLRQHG WKH PHPRU\ FDUG LQ VSHFLILF LQ
DQ\RIKLVUHTXHVWV'XULQJWULDO0DUFXV)RUHPDQSOHGQRWJXLOW\E\UHDVRQRIVHOIGHIHQVHVWDWLQJ
WKDWKHWKRXJKW6LOYHUPDQKDGDNQLIHZLWKKLPZKHQ6LOYHUPDQ²OXQJHG³DWKLPEXWQRNQLIHZDV
IRXQG DW WKH VFHQH RI WKH VKRRWLQJ )ROORZLQJ WKH YHUGLFW EXW SULRU WR VHQWHQFLQJ )RUHPDQµV
DWWRUQH\ OHDUQHG WKDW WKH OLVW RI PDWHULDOV FROOHFWHG E\ WKH SROLFH KDG EHHQ XSGDWHG DIWHU LW KDG
EHHQ SUHVHQWHG LQ GLVFRYHU\ DQG RI WKH H[LVWHQFH RI WKH PHPRU\ FDUG ZLWK WKH YLGHR FDSWXULQJ
6LOYHUPDQH[LWLQJWKH7DYHUQRQWKHQLJKWRIWKHVKRRWLQJDQGWKHUHIOHFWLYHJODUHFDSWXUHGFRPLQJ
IURP6LOYHUPDQµVULJKWKDQG
3RVW7ULDO3URFHHGLQJV
3RVW7ULDO3URFHHGLQJV
3ULRU WR VHQWHQFLQJ 'HIHQGDQW VXEPLWWHG SRVWWULDO PRWLRQV WR WKH FRXUW VWDWLQJ WKDW WKH
FRQYLFWLRQ RI WKH 'HIHQGDQW VKRXOG EH RYHUWXUQHG   EHFDXVH 5RGQH\ %HFNµV WHVWLPRQ\ RI 5RQ
6LOYHUPDQµVH[FODPDWLRQMXVWSULRUWREHLQJVKRWVKRXOGKDYHEHHQH[FOXGHGDVKHDUVD\WHVWLPRQ\
DQG EHFDXVHKLVULJKWVXQGHU %UDG\Y0DU\ODQG86  DQG,OOLQRLV6XSUHPH&RXUW
5XOH F ZHUHYLRODWHGZKHQKHZDVQRWQRWLILHGRIWKHPHPRU\FDUGFROOHFWHGE\WKHSROLFHIURP
9HUQ'DULµVFHOOSKRQH'HIHQGDQWILOHGDWLPHO\DSSHDODUJXLQJWKDWKLVULJKWWRDIDLUWULDOKDGEHHQ
YLRODWHGE\WKHVHWZRLVVXHV
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 0HJKQD%DVDYDUDMX
5DGKLND5DKODQ
0HWHD9DOOH\  

Y

(PLO\&KULVWHQVHQ
(YDQ6KHULII
:KHDWRQ:DUUHQYLOOH6RXWK



 +DQD$KPHG
1LFROH&KXQJ 
:DXERQVLH9DOOH\ 

Y

$DVKQD0HKWD
(Q\D(HWWLFNDO
1HXTXD9DOOH\



 5HEHFFD$]HYHGR
-XVWLQ+DQ
$GODL(6WHYHQVRQ 

Y

-DKQDYL&KDOODJRQGD
$UZD0DGKZDOD
0HWHD9DOOH\



 5HJDQ$OFRWW
-XOLD/LHV
&DWKHULQH2µ5HLOO\
1HXTXD9DOOH\ 

Y

&RQQLH&KHQ
&ULVWD7K\YHOLNDNDWK
:DXERQVLH9DOOH\



 :KLWQH\-LQ
5DJLQL6KDUPD 
:DXERQVLH9DOOH\ 

Y

9DQHVVD&DL
/LOO\1LH
*DXWKDP-DLJDQHVK
1HXTXD9DOOH\



 $DVKQD6KDK
0HJDQ3DOODUG\
:DXERQVLH9DOOH\ 

Y

&KDLOXY*LGZDQL
$OH[6KXUD
$U\D1DOOXUL
1HXTXD9DOOH\



 6DUD&DPSEHOO
/LDP'RROLQ
1DSHUYLOOH&HQWUDO 

Y

6ZDWL6LQJK
6HUHQD=KX
:DXERQVLH9DOOH\



 6LGQH\.LUE\
$QLWD)DQJ
$GODL(6WHYHQVRQ 

Y

'HY\DQL3RWGDU
=DFK6DIHU
:DXERQVLH9DOOH\



 %ULDQQD-RUGDQ
6DUDK:KHHOHU 
:DXERQVLH9DOOH\ 

Y

$GDP0DWHMHZVNL
+DOOH6FKZHL]HU
%UDGOH\%RXUERQQDLV
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ϴ͗ϬϬ ZĞŬŚĂ/ǇĞƌ
DĂĚĞůŝŶĞDĞŚƌĂ
;EĞƵƋƵĂsĂůůĞǇͿ

ǀ͘

DĂƌŝƐĂdŝĂŶŐĐŽ
ĂƚŚĞƌŝŶĞsŝƚƌŽ
;tĂƵďŽŶƐŝĞsĂůůĞǇͿ

ϭϮ

ϵ͗ϬϬ ^ƵƐŝĞĂĚŐůĞǇ 
DĂŐŐŝĞŵĞŶ 
;tŚĞĂƚŽŶͲtĂƌƌĞŶǀŝůůĞ^ŽƵƚŚͿ

ǀ͘

YƵĞŶƚŝŶ/ƐƌĂĞůƐĞŶ
DŝĐŚĂĞů^ŵŝƚŚ
;tĂƵďŽŶƐŝĞsĂůůĞǇͿ

Ϭϭ

ϭϬ͗ϬϬ :ŽǇWĂƚƚĞƌƐŽŶ 
<ĞĂŶĂ^ŚĞƌŝĞǀĞƐ
;tĂƵďŽŶƐŝĞsĂůůĞǇͿ

ǀ͘

tĞŶũŝŶŐ>ŝ
EŽŵƵŶĂŽƌũďĂƚ
;EĞƵƋƵĂsĂůůĞǇͿ

ϭϰ

ϭϭ͗ϬϬ >ŝůůŝĂŶ,ŽŶŐ
WƌŝĂŶŬĂ>ĞǆŵĂŶ
;tĂƵďŽŶƐŝĞsĂůůĞǇͿ

ǀ͘

ŝŵĞŶŚŵĞĚ
dĞũƵ<ĂŶĚƵůĂ
;DĞƚĞĂsĂůůĞǇͿ

Ϭϰ

ϭϮ͗ϬϬ ƵƐƚŝŶĞŚƌĞŶƐ 
ůĞǆĂŶĚĞƌ'ŽĨĨŝŶĞƚ
;ĂƌƚĞƌǀŝůůĞͿ

ǀ͘

dƌƵĚǇ:ŽƐĞƉŚ
DĂŶƐŝWĞĞƐĂƉĂƚŝ
;DĞƚĞĂsĂůůĞǇͿ

ϭϱ

ϭ͗ϬϬ <ĂƌĂŶ'ƵůĂƚŝ
ĚŝůZĂŚŵĂŶ
;tĂƵďŽŶƐŝĞsĂůůĞǇͿ

ǀ͘

dĂŶŵĂǇŝ<ĂĚĂŵƵĚĚŝ
ŵǇdŚŽŵĂƐ
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EducatingȱYoungȱPeopleȱaboutȱtheȱConstitutionȱ

TheȱConventionsȱofȱaȱnumberȱofȱtheȱStatesȱ
having,ȱatȱtheȱtimeȱofȱadoptingȱtheȱ
Constitution,ȱexpressedȱaȱdesire,ȱinȱorderȱtoȱ
preventȱmisconstructionȱorȱabuseȱofȱitsȱ
powers,ȱthatȱfurtherȱdeclaratoryȱandȱ
restrictiveȱclausesȱshouldȱbeȱadded,ȱandȱasȱ
extendingȱtheȱgroundȱofȱpublicȱconfidenceȱ
inȱtheȱGovernmentȱwillȱbestȱinsureȱtheȱ
beneficentȱendsȱofȱitsȱinstitution;ȱȱ
Resolved,ȱbyȱtheȱSenateȱandȱHouseȱofȱ
RepresentativesȱofȱtheȱUnitedȱStatesȱofȱ
America,ȱinȱCongressȱassembled,ȱtwoȬthirdsȱ
ofȱbothȱHousesȱconcurring,ȱthatȱtheȱ
followingȱarticlesȱbeȱproposedȱtoȱtheȱ
LegislaturesȱofȱtheȱseveralȱStates,ȱasȱ
amendmentsȱtoȱtheȱConstitutionȱofȱtheȱ
UnitedȱStates;ȱallȱorȱanyȱofȱwhichȱarticles,ȱ
whenȱratifiedȱbyȱthreeȬfourthsȱofȱtheȱsaidȱ
Legislatures,ȱtoȱbeȱvalidȱtoȱallȱintentsȱandȱ
purposesȱasȱpartȱofȱtheȱsaidȱConstitution,ȱ
namely:ȱ

Amendment 1
Congressȱshallȱmakeȱnoȱlawȱrespectingȱanȱ
establishmentȱofȱreligion,ȱorȱprohibitingȱtheȱ
freeȱexerciseȱthereof;ȱorȱabridgingȱtheȱ
freedomȱofȱspeech,ȱorȱofȱtheȱpress;ȱorȱtheȱ
rightȱofȱtheȱpeopleȱpeaceablyȱtoȱassemble,ȱ
andȱtoȱpetitionȱtheȱgovernmentȱforȱaȱredressȱ
ofȱgrievances.ȱ

Amendment 11
Aȱwellȱregulatedȱmilitia,ȱbeingȱnecessaryȱtoȱ
theȱsecurityȱofȱaȱfreeȱstate,ȱtheȱrightȱofȱtheȱ
peopleȱtoȱkeepȱandȱbearȱarms,ȱshallȱnotȱbeȱ
infringed.ȱ

Amendment 111
Noȱsoldierȱshall,ȱinȱtimeȱofȱpeaceȱbeȱ
quarteredȱinȱanyȱhouse,ȱwithoutȱtheȱconsentȱ
ofȱtheȱowner,ȱnorȱinȱtimeȱofȱwar,ȱbutȱinȱaȱ
mannerȱtoȱbeȱprescribedȱbyȱlaw.ȱ

Amendment 1V
Theȱrightȱofȱtheȱpeopleȱtoȱbeȱsecureȱinȱtheirȱ
persons,ȱhouses,ȱpapers,ȱandȱeffects,ȱagainstȱ
unreasonableȱsearchesȱandȱseizures,ȱshallȱ
notȱbeȱviolated,ȱandȱnoȱwarrantsȱshallȱissue,ȱ
butȱuponȱprobableȱcause,ȱsupportedȱbyȱoathȱ
orȱaffirmation,ȱandȱparticularlyȱdescribingȱ
theȱplaceȱtoȱbeȱsearched,ȱandȱtheȱpersonsȱorȱ
thingsȱtoȱbeȱseized.ȱ

EducatingȱYoungȱPeopleȱaboutȱtheȱConstitutionȱ

Amendment V
Noȱpersonȱshallȱbeȱheldȱtoȱanswerȱforȱaȱ
capital,ȱorȱotherwiseȱinfamousȱcrime,ȱunlessȱ
onȱaȱpresentmentȱorȱindictmentȱofȱaȱgrandȱ
jury,ȱexceptȱinȱcasesȱarisingȱinȱtheȱlandȱorȱ
navalȱforces,ȱorȱinȱtheȱmilitia,ȱwhenȱinȱ
actualȱserviceȱinȱtimeȱofȱwarȱorȱpublicȱ
danger;ȱnorȱshallȱanyȱpersonȱbeȱsubjectȱforȱ
theȱsameȱoffenseȱtoȱbeȱtwiceȱputȱinȱjeopardyȱ
ofȱlifeȱorȱlimb;ȱnorȱshallȱbeȱcompelledȱinȱanyȱ
criminalȱcaseȱtoȱbeȱaȱwitnessȱagainstȱ
himself,ȱnorȱbeȱdeprivedȱofȱlife,ȱliberty,ȱorȱ
property,ȱwithoutȱdueȱprocessȱofȱlaw;ȱnorȱ
shallȱprivateȱpropertyȱbeȱtakenȱforȱpublicȱ
use,ȱwithoutȱjustȱcompensation.ȱ

Amendment V 1
Inȱallȱcriminalȱprosecutions,ȱtheȱaccusedȱ
shallȱenjoyȱtheȱrightȱtoȱaȱspeedyȱandȱpublicȱ
trial,ȱbyȱanȱimpartialȱjuryȱofȱtheȱstateȱandȱ
districtȱwhereinȱtheȱcrimeȱshallȱhaveȱbeenȱ
committed,ȱwhichȱdistrictȱshallȱhaveȱbeenȱ
previouslyȱascertainedȱbyȱlaw,ȱandȱtoȱbeȱ
informedȱofȱtheȱnatureȱandȱcauseȱofȱtheȱ
accusation;ȱtoȱbeȱconfrontedȱwithȱtheȱ
witnessesȱagainstȱhim;ȱtoȱhaveȱcompulsoryȱ
processȱforȱobtainingȱwitnessesȱinȱhisȱfavor,ȱ
andȱtoȱhaveȱtheȱassistanceȱofȱcounselȱforȱhisȱ
defense.ȱ

Amendment V 11
Inȱsuitsȱatȱcommonȱlaw,ȱwhereȱtheȱvalueȱinȱ
controversyȱshallȱexceedȱtwentyȱdollars,ȱtheȱ
rightȱofȱtrialȱbyȱjuryȱshallȱbeȱpreserved,ȱandȱ
noȱfactȱtriedȱbyȱaȱjury,ȱshallȱbeȱotherwiseȱ
reexaminedȱinȱanyȱcourtȱofȱtheȱUnitedȱ
States,ȱthanȱaccordingȱtoȱtheȱrulesȱofȱtheȱ
commonȱlaw.ȱ

Amendment V 111
Excessiveȱbailȱshallȱnotȱbeȱrequired,ȱnorȱ
excessiveȱfinesȱimposed,ȱnorȱcruelȱandȱ
unusualȱpunishmentsȱinflicted.ȱ

Amendment 1X
TheȱenumerationȱinȱtheȱConstitution,ȱofȱ
certainȱrights,ȱshallȱnotȱbeȱconstruedȱtoȱ
denyȱorȱdisparageȱothersȱretainedȱbyȱtheȱ
people.ȱ

Amendment X
TheȱpowersȱnotȱdelegatedȱtoȱtheȱUnitedȱ
StatesȱbyȱtheȱConstitution,ȱnorȱprohibitedȱ
byȱitȱtoȱtheȱstates,ȱareȱreservedȱtoȱtheȱstatesȱ
respectively,ȱorȱtoȱtheȱpeople.ȱ
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6$785'$<1,*+7)81)(673/$=$/(9(/
6(1,253$57<303/$=$$%
*DPHV'-.DUDRNH30

%RD
D U G %X
%R
%XV
V W R & U R Z Q H
%OXH SP
 *UD\ SP
Orange - 8:10 pm

ƵƐƚŽƌŽǁŶĞ
ϱ͗ϰϱƉŵ
ϲ͗ϭϱƉŵ
ϲ͗ϰϱƉŵ
;ĚĞƉĞŶĚŝŶŐŽŶ
ĂƐƐŝŐŶŵĞŶƚƐͿ

ϱ͗ϬϬƉŵ
WƌĞƐƐŽŶĨĞƌĞŶĐĞǁŝƚŚ
ϮϬϭϴĂŶĚŝĚĂƚĞƐ

ϰ͗ϭϱƉŵ
WƌĞƐƐŽŶĨĞƌĞŶĐĞǁŝƚŚ>
ZŽŽŵϭϭϰ

DP0HHWLQJ
&DSLWRO

+HDGTXDUWHUV

%UHDNIDVW
6WUDWWRQ &DIHWHULD

%XV'HSDUWXUH
DP
/DVWEXVWR&DSLWRO

9LGHR3UHVV

%XVWR&URZQH
SP
SP
SP
GHSHQGLQJRQ
DVVLJQPHQWV

SP
)LQDO'HDGOLQH

ϱ͗ϬϬƉŵ
WƌĞƐƐŽŶĨĞƌĞŶĐĞǁŝƚŚ
ϮϬϭϴĂŶĚŝĚĂƚĞƐ

ϰ͗ϭϱƉŵ
WƌĞƐƐŽŶĨĞƌĞŶĐĞǁŝƚŚ>
ZŽŽŵϭϭϰ

SP3URJUHVV&KHFN

 SP
5RXJKGUDIWV GXH

DP
0HHWIRUDVVLJQPHQWV
&DSLWRO $

%UHDNIDVW
6WUDWWRQ &DIHWHULD
+HDGTXDUWHUV
&DSLWRO5RRP$

$OO*URXSVPHHWDW
6WUDWWRQ&DIH XSRQ
DUULYDO

%XV'HSDUWXUH
*URXS $
*URXS%
*URXS&

1HZVSDSHU3UHVV

30&85)(:$OO'HOHJDWHVLQWKHLUURRPVDQGTXLHWSOHDVH9LGHR3UHVV%URDGFDVW+RWHO&KDQQHO

%OXH SP
*UD\ SP
2UDQJH  SP

%RDUG %XVWR&URZQH

6WUDWWRQ&DIHWHULD
*UD\SP
%OXHSP
2UDQJHSP

'LQQHU

 SP

SP
&KLHI-XVWLFH0WJZLWK
$VVRF &KLHI-XVWLFHV
&DSLWDO,

SP
%RDUGEXVWR&URZQH

6HH'RFNHWIRU&RXUW
$VVLJQPHQWVDQGWLPHV
&RXUW ,
6XSUHPH&RXUW
&RXUW,,
)RUPHUWK$SSHOODWH
&RXUW,,,
&DSLWRO5RRP
&RXUW,9
&DSLWRO5RRP

+HDGTXDUWHUV
$WWRUQH\ *HQHUDO%OGJ

%UHDNIDVW
6WUDWWRQ &DIHWHULD

3UHVV&RQI

% SP * SP
2 SP

'LQQHU
6WUDWWRQ&DIHWHULD
*UD\SP
%OXHSP
2UDQJHSP

-XGLFLDO
%XV'HSDUWXUH
 DP DP
&RXUWVWDNHHDUO\EXV
 DP

 SP
'LQQHU
6WUDWWRQ&DIHWHULD

/$,VVXHV )RUXP 3OHDVHUHIHUWR
\RXULQGLYLGXDOVFKHGXOHIRU)RUXP
WLPHV

/HJLVODWLYH6HVVLRQV
3OHDVHUHIHUWR\RXUDVVLJQHG
FKDPEHUFRORU DERYHSDJH

%UHDNIDVW
6WUDWWRQ &DIHWHULD
%OXH DP
*UD\ DP
2UDQJH DP

%XV'HSDUWXUH
%OXH  DP
*UD\ DP
2UDQJH DP

/HJLVODWLYH$VVLVWDQWV

0DQGDWRU\6SHFLDO
0DQGDWRU\6SHFLDO &RPP0WJ
5P

SP
'HDGOLQHIRU6SHFLDO &RPPLWWHH
%LOOV VXEPLWWR/W*RYHUQRU

/HJLVODWLYH6HVVLRQV DQG
&RPPLWWHHV ZLWK$VVLJQHGOHJLVODWXUH
VHHDERYHSDJH

&DSLWRO2ULHQWDWLRQ7RXU&DSLWRO

%OXH DP
*UD\ DP
2UDQJH DP

%UHDNIDVW
6WUDWWRQ &DIHWHULD
%OXH DP
*UD\ DP
2UDQJH DP
+HDGTXDUWHUV
&DSLWRO5RRP

%XV'HSDUWXUH
%OXH  DP
*UD\ DP
2UDQJH DP

%RDUG%XVHV0DLQ(QWUDQFH#&URZQH1RUWK6LGH(QWUDQFH#&DSLWRO

6$785'$<0$5&+

SP
&XUIHZ'XW\DV
$VVLJQHG

30
$OO&ROOHJH6WDIIWR3OD]D
/HYHOIRU6DW*DPH
$VVLJQPHQWV

3OHDVHEHVXUHWREHEDFNWR
WKH&URZQHIRU6DW1LWH
)XQ)HVWDQGDWWKH3OD]D
/HYHOE\SP

0RVW&ROOHJH 6WDIIGXWLHV
ZLOOEHDW&DSLWRORU&RXUWV

$VVLJQPHQWVDUHLQGLYLGXDO

&ROOHJH6WDII

ϭ͗ϯϬͲ Ϯ͗ϯϬƉŵ
/HJLVODWLYH6HVVLRQ

SP  SP
$OO%OXH &RPPLWWHH&KDLUV
JRWR/$ )RUXP5RXQG
&DSLWRO5RRP

DP SP
/XQFK

 DP
/HJLVODWLYH 6HVVLRQ
DP
3URVSHFWLYH&DQGLGDWHV
,QIRIRUQH[W\HDU
&DSLWROZŽŽŵϰϬϬ

DP
%UHDNIDVW
6WUDWWRQ&DIHWHULD

/HJLVODWLYH 6HVVLRQVLQ
$VVLJQHG&KDPEHUV
/HJLVODWLYH 6HVVLRQVLQ
$VVLJQHG&KDPEHUV

SP&ORVLQJ6HVVLRQ+RZOHWW$XGLWRULXP
$QQRXQFHPHQWRI2IILFHUV

  SP
$OO*UD\&RPPLWWHH
&KDLUVJRWR/$ )RUXP
5RXQG
&DSLWRO5RRP

 SP
/HJLVODWLYH6HVVLRQ

DP
3URVSHFWLYH&DQGLGDWHV
,QIRIRUQH[W\HDU
&DSLWROZŽŽŵϰϬϵ

DPSP
/XQFK
6WUDWWRQ&DIHWHULD

DP/HJLVODWLYH
/HJLVODWLYH
6HVVLRQ

DP
%UHDNIDVW
6WUDWWRQ&DIHWHULD

DP%RDUG%XVHVWR&DSLWRO#

2UDQJH/HJLVODWXUH

SP
$OO2UDQJH&RPPLWWHH&KDLUV
JRWR/$ )RUXP5RXQG
&DSLWRO5RRP

SP
/XQFK
6WUDWWRQ&DIHWHULD

DPSP
/HJLVODWLYH6HVVLRQ

DP
3URVSHFWLYH&DQGLGDWHV
,QIRIRUQH[W\HDU
&DSLWROZŽŽŵϰϬϬ

ϴ͗ϬϬͲϴ͗ϱϱĂŵ
>ĞŐŝƐůĂƚŝǀĞ ^ĞƐƐŝŽŶ

ϳ͗ϬϱͲϳ͗ϱϱĂŵ
ƌĞĂŬĨĂƐƚ
^ƚƌĂƚƚŽŶĂĨĞƚĞƌŝĂ

/HJLVODWLYH 6HVVLRQVLQ
$VVLJQHG&KDPEHUV

DP%RDUG%XVHVWR&DSLWRO#
&URZQH0DLQ(QWUDQFH

%HVXUHWRUHPHPEHUWRSDFNHYHU\WKLQJ/XJJDJH6WRUDJHLQ6DSSKLUH
*UD\/HJLVODWXUH

DP%RDUG%XVHVWR&DSLWRO#
&URZQH0DLQ(QWUDQFH

%OXH/HJLVODWXUH

681'$<0$5&+

%UHDNIDVW
6WUDWWRQ &DIHWHULD
%OXH  DP
*UD\ DP
2UDQJH  DP

/$ 0RFN&RPPLWWHH
5RRP
%OXH  DP
*UD\  DP
2UDQJH  DP

%UHDNIDVW
6WUDWWRQ &DIHWHULD
%OXH  DP
*UD\ DP
2UDQJH  DP

+4  &DSLWRO5RRP
DP
3URVSHFWLYH
&DQGLGDWHV,QIRIRUQH[W
\HDU

/REE\LVWV
0DQGDWRU\ 6XPPDU\0WJ
% 
* 
2 

3UHVV&RQI
SP
('/ &RPP*URXS/HDGHUV

 SP
('/0WJ

/XQFK
6WUDWWRQ&DIHWHULD
%OXHDP SP
*UD\DPSP
2UDQJHSP

0DQGDWRU\ 0RFN&RPP
6HVVLRQ
%OXH 
*UD\ 
2UDQJH 

%XV'HSDUWXUH
%OXH DP
*UD\DP2UDQJH
DP

%XV'HSDUWXUH
%OXH DP
*UD\DP2UDQJH
DP

/$/HJLVODWLYH6HVVLRQ
$OO/$DWWHQGODVW/HJLVODWLYH
6HVVLRQDVDVVLJQHG
%OXH  SP
*UD\  SP
2UDQJH
DP SP

/$,VVXHV )RUXP
3OHDVHUHIHUWRLQGLYLGXDO
VFKHGXOHVDQGDWWHQGWKHILQDO
URXQGIRU\RXUFRORU
%OXH  SP
*UD\  SP

/XQFK
6WUDWWRQ&DIHWHULD
%OXHDP SP
*UD\DPSP
2UDQJHSP

DP
3URVSHFWLYH
&DQGLGDWHV,QIRIRUQH[W
\HDU
&DSLWROZŽŽŵϰϬϵ

/HJLVODWLYH$VVLVWDQWV

/REE\LVWV

SP
&ORVLQJ 6HVVLRQ
+RZOHWW$XGLWRULXP

DP
3URVSHFWLYH
&DQGLGDWHV,QIRIRUQH[W
\HDU
&DSLWROZŽŽŵϰϬϵ

2WKHUGXWLHVDV$VVLJQHG

DP
9LGHR 3UHVV:UDSXS
:LQWHUJDUGHQ

9LGHR3UHVV

SP&ORVLQJ6HVVLRQ+RZOHWW$XGLWRULXP
$QQRXQFHPHQWRI2IILFHUV

 SP
-XGLFLDO$ZDUGV
&DSLWRO5RRP

 SP
-XGLFLDO5HYLHZ
&DSLWRO5RRP

DPSP
-XGLFLDO'HFLVLRQV$QQRXQFHG
$QQRXQFHG

DP
/XQFK
6WUDWWRQ&DIHWHULD

DP
3URVSHFWLYH
&DQGLGDWHV,QIRIRUQH[W
\HDU
&DSLWROZŽŽŵϰϬϵ

 DP
3UHSDUHIRU-XGLFLDO5HYLHZ
&DSLWRO5RRP

DP
%UHDNIDVW
6WUDWWRQ&DIHWHULD

 DP
%RDUG %XVHV

-XGLFLDO

SP
&ORVLQJ 6HVVLRQ
+RZOHWW$XGLWRULXP

SP
)LQDO 'HDGOLQHDQG$ZDUGV

SP3UHVV
&RQIHUHQFH5RRP

DP
3URVSHFWLYH
&DQGLGDWHV,QIRIRUQH[W
\HDU
&DSLWROZŽŽŵϰϬϵ

DP
6WRU\$VVLJQPHQWV

+4  &DSLWRO5RRP$

0HHW#6WUDWWRQ&DIH
DP(GLWRUVDQG$GYLVRU

DP*URXS&
DP*URXS$
DP*URXS%

3OHDVHVWD\WRKHOSFOHDQXS
DWWKH&DSLWRODWSP

0RVW&ROOHJH 6WDIIGXWLHV
ZLOOEHDW&DSLWRORU&RXUWV

3OHDVHUHIHUWR6FKHGXOH
ERRNIRU$VVLJQPHQWV

%XV'HSDUWXUH
DP*URXS&
DP*URXS $DP
0HHW#6WUDWWRQ&DIH

&ROOHJH6WDII

1HZVSDSHU3UHVV

%HVXUHWRUHPHPEHUWRSDFNHYHU\WKLQJ/XJJDJH6WRUDJHLQ6DSSKLUH

681'$<0$5&+

ILLINOIS YMCA YOUTH AND GOVERNMENT
SPRINGFIELD ASSEMBLY

PARLIAMENTARY PROCEDURE TABLE FOR
ORDER OF PRECEDENCE OF MOTIONS
Mayb
be
Reconsidered

Vote
Required

Debatable

Amendable

May
Interrupt a
Speaker

Majority
Majority
Majority
Chair

No
No
No
No

Yes
No
Yes
No

No
No
No
Yes

No
No
No
No

Chair
Majority
Majority
Majority

No
No
No
Yes

No
No
Yes
No

Yes
Yes
No
Yes

No
No
No
Yes

2/3
Majority
2/3

No
No
No

No
No
No

Yes
No
No

No
No
No

3. SUBSIDIARY MOTIONS:
a. Lay on Table
b. Move Previous Question
c. Limit/Extend Debate
d. Postpone to Definite Time
e. Refer to Committee
f. Amend
g. Postpone indefinitely

Majority
2/3
2/3
Majority
Majority
Majority
Majority

No
No
No
Yes
Yes
Yes
Yes

No
No
Yes
Yes
Yes
Yes
No

No
No
No
No
No
No
No

No
Yes
Yes
Yes
Yes
Yes
Yes

4. MAIN MOTIONS:
a. Main Motion
b. Reconsider
c. Rescind
d. Remove from Table

Majority
Majority
Majority
Majority

Yes
Yes
Yes
No

Yes
No
Yes
No

No
Yes
No
No

Yes
No
Yes
No

1. PRIVILEGED MOTIONS:
a. Time to adjourn
b. Adjourn
c. Recess
d. Questions of Privilege
2. INCIDENTAL MOTIONS:
a. Point of Order
b. Div. Of Assembly
c. Div. Of Questions
d. Appeal from Decision of
Chair *
e. Object to Consideration
f. Withdraw Motion
g. Suspend Rules

* Requires 4 Seconds
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