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DEDICATION 

We are honored to welcome the newest member of the Illinois 
YMCA Youth and Government’s Hall of Fame - Mike Massie, the 
architect of our judicial program and former board member. With 
much appreciation and thanks, this billbook is dedicated to him. 

Mike Massie 
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P0 BOx 266
XAHVtLLE, IL 62263

CAtjuE±j OF (61S) 327 9751

ChIEF JUSTHE LLOYD A. KARMEIER FAX (615)327 9756

March 16, 201$
Mr. Sean Nelson
Executive Director
Illinois YMCA Youth and Government

Dear Mr. Nelson:

On behalf of the Supreme Court of Illinois, I am pleased to welcome to Springfield and to the
Supreme Court Building the participants in the 69th Youth and Government Assembly.

The Supreme Court Building, which we have occupied for more than a century, has always been
a source of pride for the people of Illinois, not only because of its beauty and tradition, but also
because of the important work that is done here. It was rededicated in 2014 after a major
restoration project. I am pleased that the participants will be able to see the impressive
courtroom, the inspiring artwork, and the many architectural details that make it so special.

Inside the Supreme Court Courtroom, one will find three Latin words written above the main
entrance: audi alieram partern. They mean “to hear the other side.” They are carved above the
door on the inside so that they can be seen by the Justices as we are seated on the bench,
listening to the parties’ arguments. They remind us of our duty to give fair and objective
consideration to both sides of every case.

As the participants work together during the Youth and Govenm-ient program, I urge them to
keep those simple words in mind. Maintaining an open mind and giving fair consideration to
opposing points of view is important, not only in the judicial process, hut also in every
workplace, every classroom, and in every family and friendship. Be open to persuasion, even as
you defend your own position. Be willing to accept that those who disagree with you may have
something valuable to teach you. Above all, learn to disagree without being disagreeable. If we
lose our capacity for civility and mutual respect, intolerance and mistrust will inevitably follow.

With all best wishes for a successful program.

Very truly yours,

LQA --
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STATE OF ILLINOIS OFFICIALS

BRUCE RAUNER 

Governor  

EVELYN SANGUINETTI 

Lt. Governor 
MICHAEL J. MADIGAN 

Speaker of the House 

JOHN J. CULLERTON 

President of the Senate 

JESSE WHITE 

Secretary of State 
LISA MADIGAN 

Attorney General 

MICHAEL FRERICHS 

Treasurer 
LLOYD KARMEIER 

Chief Justice 
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2018 OFFICERS
GOVERNOR  

TRISHA PRABHU 

CHIEF JUSTICE  

REKHA IYER 

LIEUTENANT GOVERNOR

RYAN MILLER 

SECRETARY OF STATE

EUNICE CHANG 
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Providence Andrews Alexis Bass Jarrod Knapper 

Haley Whittington Megan Wu 

SPEAKER OF THE HOUSE 

Kyle Madura Gatlin Miller Indraneel Pai 

Andrew Prozorovsky Jackson Stubblefield 

2018 CANDIDATES 
PRESIDENT OF THE SENATE 
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EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR OF THE LOBBYISTS 

Simran Bhagat Philip Scarim Sarah Wollesen 
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2018 APPOINTED OFFICIALS

NEWSPAPER EDITORS 

Andrea Colantonio Kiara Quaranta Madison Ratliff 
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Sarah Abraham 

SECRETARY OF STATE
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2019 CANDIDATES 
GOVERNOR 

Reid Basso Logan Graham Alan Krolikowski 

CHIEF JUSTICE OF THE SUPREME COURT 

Breanna Goyea Neal Patel 

LIEUTENANT GOVERNOR

Elijah Gunter Anuva Shandilya



6 

ELECTED ADMINSTRATIVE OFFICIALS 

CHAPLAIN OF THE SENATE 

Sarah Herring- Blue Moses Rahman - Gray 

CHAPLAIN OF THE HOUSE 

Abe Kakuturu - Gray Wesley Hawkins- Orange 

Kyle Marshall - Orange  

Bill Spaniol - Blue 
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ADMINISTRATIVE OFFICIALS 
SECRETARY OF THE SENATE 

Kenzie Kirk - Blue Sameer Jain - Gray Benjamin Konvalinka - 
Orange 

CLERK OF THE HOUSE 

SERGEANTS-AT-ARMS OF THE SENATE 

Jennifer Maimon - Blue Evan Sherwood - Gray Carson Prost - Orange 

SERGEANTS-AT-ARMS OF THE HOUSE 

Dominic Menendez - Blue Claudia Kasztelan - Gray Landon Williams - Orange

Namish Kaishtha - Blue Mansi Gupta - Gray Gillian Lemons - Orange 
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ADMINISTRATIVE OFFICIALS ASSISTANT 
DIRECTORS OF LOBBYISTS 

Lauren Bartlett Daniel Clough Stephanie Gaspardo 

Carissa Plake Olivia Turman Rushil Vellala 

Brad Jaunich Danyal Khomusi Rahul Koul 
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COMMITTEE CHAIRPERSONS – BLUE 

Roshini Balasubramanian Prajit Chatterjee Michael Cisar 

Abril Hunter Julia Kienzler 

Madeline Pietranek Sydney Pilling 
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COMMITTEE CHAIRPERSONS – GRAY 

Jordan Athas Megan Bi Bailey Carruthers 

Madeleine Chew Brianna Malone 

Fayha Nazeer Kavya Vedurmudi 
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COMMITTEE CHAIRPERSONS – ORANGE 

Tom Spencer Lauryn Willis 

Morgan  Cardenas Jaycee Garner

Elijah Gunter Liz Kang Alice Lopera 

Sarah Abraham 

ILLINOIS YMCA YOUTH AND GOVERNMENT 
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Illinois YMCA Youth and Government is led by the Board of Directors, the Program Board and the 
Development Board.  Many of the members are Y&G Alumni, past Governors, Chief Justices and 
Presiding Officers, and former and present advisors. By providing governance and guidance, 
delivering the program and working to ensure the fiscal well-being of the program, these 

Boards provide Illinois YMCA Youth & Government with a wealth of experience and leadership. 

BOARD OF DIRECTORS 

Chair:  Daniel Hamilton, Springfield 
Vice-Chair:  Amanda Tucker, Edwardsville 
Secretary:  Douglas Hoffman, Mt. Vernon 

Lindsey Clark, Lisle 

Kevin Conlon, Chicago 

Matt Donkin, West Frankfort 

Scott Gregory, Geneva 

Chris Kirk, O’Fallon 

Jared Knapp, Mt. Vernon 

Anne Schaeffer, St. Louis 

Emily Wurth, Chicago 

ILLINOIS YMCA YOUTH AND GOVERNMENT 
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DEVELOPMENT BOARD 

Chair:  Emily Wurth, Chicago
Vice-Chair:  Carol Czworniak-Weybright, Palos Heights 

Illinois YMCA Youth and Government Staff 

Sean Nelson 
Executive Director 

Heather Miller 
Development and Marketing Director 

Julie Kapsch 
Program Director 

ILLINOIS YMCA YOUTH AND GOVERNMENT 
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PROGRAM BOARD 

Chair:  Lindsey Clark, Lisle 
Vice Chair:  Kevin Tucker, Edwardsville 

Jeanne Hamacher 
Kelly Kasper 
Brandon Krozel 
Karl Kosche 
Jennifer Lacroix 
Kevin Tucker 
Kelli Tufo 

Andy Wells 
Suzanne Whitehead 
2017 Youth Governor 
Archit Dhar 
2017 Youth Chief Justice 
Zach Safer 

Lindsey Clark 
Dawn D’Orazio 
Fiore D’Orazio 
Rachael Dovgin 
Diane DeLorenzo 
Tonia Faloon-Sullivan 
Craig Garner  

Colin Clark 
Julie Clark 
Justin Gomez 
Suzanne Kolasa 

Zach Koutsky 
Jennifer Lacroix 
Bob Mahoney 
Stephanie Pinta 

Nick Romano 
Geno Valente 
Liz Ziola 
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ILLINOIS YMCA YOUTH AND GOVERNMENT YOUTH GOVERNORS 

1950 Bill Turner, (Joliet) Joliet Township 

1951 Gene Keith, (Peoria) Manual 

1952 Tom Baldaccini, (Lincoln-Belmont) Lane Tech. 

1953 Vern Johnson, (Streator) Streator 

1954 Don Carter, Chicago 

1955 Dick Heyder, Frankfort Comm. 

1956 Phillip Quigley, Skokie 

1957 Robert Hornaday, (Beverly) Morgan Park 

1958 James Buch, (Edwardsville) Edwardsville 

1959 John Dailey, (Elmhurst) York 

1960 Ken Heyl, (Elmhurst) York 

1961 Warren Nash, Granite City 

1962 Clifton C. Maclin, (Hyde Park) Hyde Park 

1963 Kemp James McLaughlin, Lincoln-Belmont 

1964 John Epperheimer, Harrisburg 

1965 Michael Walker, South Chicago 

1966 Thomas Naylor, (Freeport) Freeport 

1967 Richard Langdon, (Jackson Co.) Carbondale 

1968 Kenneth Kraft, Elmhurst 

1969 Wayne Kost, (Southwest) Carl Sandburg 

1970 Steve Eckert, (Danville) Danville 

1971 Greg Zito, (Proviso) Proviso West 

1972 Steven Gary Marsh, (Southwest) Eisenhower 

1973 Paul Matthews, (Jackson Co.) Carbondale 

1974 Dan Lesser, (McGaw) Evanston Township 

1975 Keith Anderson, (Joliet) Plainfield 

1976 Jim Winkler, (Naperville) Naperville Central 

1977 Michael Pizzuto, (Berwyn-Cicero) Morton East 

1978 Mike Cheerva, (Southwest) Stagg 

1979 Dennis Favaro, (Kankakee) BBCHS 

1980 Bill Danielczyk, (Elmhurst) York 

1981 James Rouhandeh, (Jackson Co.) Carbondale 

1982 Peggy Pettit Rubenzer, (Mt. Vernon) Mt. Vernon 

1983 Jeff Soukop, (Elmhurst) Lake Park 

1984 Art Sims, (Southwest) Luther South 

1985 David Kemp, (Elmhurst) Lake Park 

1986 Tom Rooney, (McGaw) Evanston  

1987 Matthew B. DeLeon, (McGaw) Evanston 

1988 Abigail Hannis Urban, (Mt. Vernon) Mt. Vernon 

1989 David E. Garnett, (N’ville) Naperville North 

1990 Dawn Campbell D'Orazio, (Knox Co.) Galesburg 

1991 Michael Kirkwood, (Mt. Vernon) Mt. Vernon 

1992 Geno Valente, (Mt. Vernon) Sesser-Valier 

1993 Ben Hall, (Mt. Vernon) Mt. Vernon 

1994 Matt Wolfe, (Mt. Vernon) Sesser-Valier 

1995 Joseph Sterbis, (Elmhurst) Lake Park 

1996 Ike Minton, (Mt. Vernon) DuQuoin 

1997 Greg Hollmann, (Mt. Vernon) Mt. Vernon 

1998 Eamon Kelly, (McGaw) Evanston Township 

1999 Steve Daglas, (Southwest) Stagg 

2000 Bill Dimitropoulos, (Southwest) Stagg 

2001 Guillermo Coronado, (Elmhurst) Addison Trail 

2002 Tarun Patel, (Heritage) Waubonsie Valley 

2003 Justin Cajindos, (Network) Stagg 

2004 Dustin Herr, (Mt. Vernon) Mt. Vernon 

2005 Colin Clark, (Mt. Vernon) Mt. Vernon 

2006 David Simnick, (Heritage) Naperville North 

2007 Sean Tompkins, (Heritage) Naperville Central 

2008 Cortney Charleston, (Heritage) Neuqua Valley 

2009 David Pileski, (Elmhurst) Lake Park 

2010 Janesh Rahlan, (Heritage) Waubonsie Valley 

2011 Dan Cronin, (Heritage) Waubonsie Valley 

2012 Robert Lampros, (B.R. Ryall) WWS 

2013 Kevin Wei, Neuqua Valley 

2014 Isaiah Booker, Naperville North 

2015 Daniel Park, Waubonsie Valley 

2016 Rushil Shukla, Waubonsie Valley 

2017 Archit Dhar, Neuqua Valley 
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ILLINOIS YMCA YOUTH AND GOVERNMENT CHIEF JUSTICES 

1975 Rory Smith,(Hyde Park) Kenwood Academy 
1976 Aaron Brower, (McGaw) Evanston Township 
1977 Harry Reweik, (Southwest) Stagg 
1978 Joyce Ann Guzik,(Southwest) Stagg 
1979 Patricia Moncada,(Southwest) Morgan Park Academy 
1980 Julie Eisenmann, (McGaw) Evanston Township 
1981 Donna Craft Cain, (Lombard) Willowbrook 
1982 Tamra ThompsonToussaint, (Danville) Catlin 
1983 Kathleen Connon, (Elmhurst) York Comm. 
1984 Andrew Froberg, (Naperville) Naperville North 
1985 Karl Kosche, (Southwest) Stagg 
1986 Paul Timm, (Southwest) Stagg 
1987 Julie Mulderink Mantooth, (Southwest) Stagg 
1988 Anil N. Keswani, (Elmhurst) Lake Park  
1989 Jill Vorobiev, (Southwest) Stagg 
1990 Beth Kuszynski, (Southwest) Stagg 
1991 Andrea Koutoulogenis, (Southwest) Stagg 
1992 Roxana Mehta Dubash, (Southwest) Stagg 
1993 Adam Jackanicz, (Mt. Vernon) Frankfort Comm. 
1994 Brandy L. Glasser, (Mt. Vernon) Murphysboro 
1995 Todd Kolb, (Southwest) Stagg 
1996 Anna King Green, (Mt. Vernon) Murphysboro 
1997 Ben Johnson, (Edwardsville) Edwardsville 
1998 Justin Lowell-Bellew, (McGaw) Evanston Township 
1999 Emily Nash, (McGaw) Evanston Township 
2000 Matt Schuh, (Mt. Vernon) Murphysboro 
2001 Alex Okrent, (McGaw) Evanston Township 
2002 Kevin Becker, (Springfield) Williamsville 
2003 Erin Wilson, (Mt. Vernon) Murphysboro 
2004 Kathleen Coverick, (Network) Stagg 
2005 Traci Gillig, (Elmhurst) Lake Park 
2006 Margaret Gibson, (Heritage) Neuqua Valley 
2007 Tony Catalano, (Network) Carl Sandburg 
2008 Bryan Medema, (Elmhurst) Lake Park 
2009 Megan Godette, (Network) Andrew 
2010 Dan Cronin, (Heritage) Waubonsie Valley 
2011 Joey Kim, (Heritage) Neuqua Valley 
2012 Kaveri Sharma, (Heritage) Neuqua Valley 
2013 Jasmine LeeChuy, Neuqua Valley 
2014 Kayla Arroyave, Waubonsie Valley 
2015 Ashley Maras, Neuqua Valley 
2016 Spencer Peck, Gateway Region YMCA 
2017 Zach Safer, Waubonsie Valley
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2018 HALL OF FAME INDUCTEE 
“Democracy Must be Learned by Each Generation.” To do this requires devoted people that 
recognize the importance of civic engagement and leadership. Illinois YMCA Youth and Government 
would not be the success it is today without the hard work and dedication of many people 
throughout our 69 year history.  The Hall of Fame honors individuals for their dedication to 
ensuring that democracy must be learned by each generation.  

We welcome the 2018 Class – thank you for your service to the youth of Illinois! 

MICHAEL E. MASSIE 
Michael E. Massie has been a friend and volunteer for Illinois YMCA Youth and Government for over 
40 years.  After earning his Bachelor of Arts and J.D. Degrees from the University of Illinois in 
1969 and 1972 respectively, Mike has practiced law in Galva, Illinois since 1972, and is currently a 
partner in Massie & Quick in Galva. 

Over the years, Mike has served Youth and Government as a Delegation Advisor, Pre-Leg Judicial 
Trainer, Springfield Assembly Judicial Advisor, mentor for high schools and YMCA’s starting new 
Judicial programs, and most memorably as the author and founder of the Illinois YMCA Youth and 
Government Judicial Program.  Mike introduced the Judicial Program to Youth and Government in 
the 1974-1975 year, with the first Chief Justice having been chosen at the 1975 Assembly. 
Concurrently, he wrote the first Judicial Manual for Advisors, developed both the local trial and 
appeal phases, wrote a myriad of training materials for youth Attorneys and Clerk-Bailiffs, as well 
as writing many of the cases used by the student attorneys.  In addition, Mike served both Illinois 
YMCA Youth and Government and the Kewanee YMCA as a member of their Boards of Directors. 

Mike also serves youth and education in many other capacities. Mike has been an adjunct professor 
at Western Illinois University, teaching an Agricultural Law course for upperclassmen since 2004. 
He is an active member of the Illinois Leadership Council for Agriculture Education (ILCAE) and the 
Illinois Pathways Advisory Council.  He was a key player in the writing and passage of several key 
pieces of legislation supporting Illinois agriculture teachers, including Public Act 95-153, which 
established a grant program for the recruitment and development of agricultural science educators. 
Mike also received the ISBA Board of Governor’s Award; is active in the ISBA General Practice 
Section (Past Chair); as well as in ABA General Practice --Solo and Small Firm Section (Past-Chair).   

In addition, he has worked tirelessly to improve education in Liberia, and in starting 4-H programs 
throughout the country. 

Mike specializes in estate planning, business planning, and real estate.  He also serves as a 
consultant for Iberdrola focusing on the development of wind energy involving responsibilities at 
local, regional, and state levels. Mike married Vicki Colmark in 1977, and they have 5 children and 
8 grandchildren. 

These words from an unknown author describe Mike’s service to Youth and Government and his 
commitment to others, Volunteering is the ultimate exercise in democracy.  You vote in elections 
once a year, but when you volunteer, you vote every day for the kind of world you want to live in. 
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2018 APPRECIATION FOR SERVICE AWARDS 

Every year Youth and Government honors our advisors, board members and program volunteers that give 
of their time and talents to make Illinois YMCA Youth and Government the best program for civic 
engagement, leadership and learning democracy. Thank you so much! 

5 Years 

Joshua Hall Head Advisor, Carterville High School; Alumnus of West Frankfort  
Robert Lampros Alumnus of Wheaton Warrenville South; Youth Governor 2012 
Zachary McCoy-Brock  Alumnus of Waubonsie Valley 
John Noffke Advisor, Naperville North  
Kevin Pluchar Head Advisor, Leyden 
Danielle Reehoff Advisor, Lake Park 
David Severance Advisor, Waubonsie Valley 

10 Years

Aaron Massie Alumnus of Stevenson 
Patrick Usher Advisor, Carl Sandburg  

15 Years

Justin Cajindos Alumnus of Stagg; Former Program and Development Board; Governor 2003 
Lindsey Clark Program Board Chair and Board of Directors; Alumna of Wheaton W’ville South 
Kelly Kasper Head Advisor, Eisenhower High School; Program Board 
Peter Landreth Head Advisor, Westmont  

25 Years

Craig Garner Head Advisor, Sesser-Valier High School; Program Board; 
Alumnus of Sesser-Valier  

Kristin Miller Alumna of Mt. Vernon; Former Board Member 
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GENERAL INFORMATION 
Conduct 

Illinois YMCA Youth and Government is privileged to be able to use the Chambers and 
Capitol Complex for our Assembly. It is of the utmost importance to respect the staff, 
facilities, advisors and other participants while in Springfield. Everyone is accountable for 
their own actions; remember those actions reflect on not just the individual, but the 
delegation and the program as a whole. Each of our participants signed a Code of Conduct, 
and is held accountable to that Code. 

Rules for the Illinois YMCA Youth and Government Assembly 

1. Federal, State, County, and City laws must be observed.

2. Participants (adults, college staff, and students) must attend all meetings/functions
and/or activities (including Saturday evening) and perform all duties required.

3. All of the facilities which the Illinois YMCA Youth and Government participants are
using are unique, often historical, and in most cases are not open to the general
public or other organizations serving large groups of high school students.

4. Youth and Government badges must be displayed at all times whenever students are
outside their hotel rooms.  Failure to wear the badge will mean loss of participation.

5. The utmost respect must be accorded to all hotel and state employees.
Further, hotel guests, capitol area visitors and/or tour groups must be
similarly afforded the same courtesy and respect.

6. Students are not permitted to smoke anytime during the weekend.  This includes all
time spent in Springfield, as well as traveling to and from Springfield.  Adults and
College Staff may not smoke at any scheduled meeting, function or event, on shuttle
buses, inside any state-owned facility, in non-smoking hotel rooms, nor in the
presence of any student.

7. Use or possession of illicit drugs or weapons is not permitted.  The use of alcoholic
beverages is banned for all students and College Staff.

8. No food or drink is permitted at the hotel during any committee meeting, training,
or opening session.  In addition, no food or drink is permitted in any state-owned
facility except for the cafeteria in the lower level of the Stratton Building.

9. Chewing gum is not permitted at the hotels during scheduled meetings, on the
shuttle buses, or anywhere inside state-owned facilities (except for the Stratton
cafeteria).  At any time when gum chewing is permitted, proper disposal is required.

10. Please observe curfew and adhere to all other printed times as stated in the
Schedule or communicated by Youth and Government authorities.

11. Students who visit the room of, or are visited in a room by a member of the
opposite gender (provided this has not been excluded by your advisor) will at all
times conduct themselves in a positive respectful manner.  College Staff members
are not permitted to enter a student’s room, nor are students permitted in a College
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Staff room.  Additionally, no one is permitted to enter a non-Youth and Government 
hotel room. 

Rules for the Capitol Complex  

1.  All participants will be subject to search and must pass through metal detectors 
before entering most state-owned facilities.  Participants are strongly encouraged 
not to bring backpacks or briefcases.  Participants should also be prepared to 
provide photo identification, in addition to wearing their Youth and Government 
badges, and sign in and out of state-owned facilities.  Compliance is mandatory and 
everyone’s attitude must be respectful and courteous.  Failure will likely mean 
suspension from the program and prosecution. 

2.  Participants are permitted in only those areas for which approval has been 
granted to Illinois YMCA Youth and Government.  This means direct access only to 
committees, courts, legislative chambers, galleries, rooms designated as program 
headquarters, and restrooms off major hallways.  All other side hallways, offices, 
meeting rooms, and restrooms are off limits, including those restrooms directly off 
the chamber.  In addition, at the Capitol, no one may go above the fourth floor, in 
the side aisles off the chambers, behind the chambers, and/or wander in the lower 
level. 

Dress Code 

The Dress Code, which requires Professional Dress, must be observed at all officially 
scheduled sessions by all program participants and advisors.   The guidelines for Banquet 
Professional Dress are exactly the same as those for Professional Dress, except, females 
will be allowed to wear semi-formal dresses to the banquet.  However, females wearing 
these dresses will be required to change clothing in order to comply with the regular 
Professional Dress guidelines for all sessions following the banquet.   

Disciplinary Action 

The Code of Conduct, rules, and Dress Code are considered binding for all participants. The 
Advisor's role is one of imparting information, counseling, encouraging students, and 
making sure that all students conform to the signed Code of Conduct.  If rules of conduct 
are violated, disciplinary measures will be administered by the Executive Director or his 
designated representative.  Various disciplinary actions may include expulsion and/or 
suspension from Youth and Government and notification of parent(s).  In some cases, local 
authorities may be notified with prosecution probable.  In cases of expulsion from the 
program, students are sent home at their own expense. No refunds will be given! 

Student Computer Centers 

Computers for student use are located outside the Governor’s Office of the second floor 
Capitol Rotunda.    
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PROGRAM INFORMATION 
The Youth and Government program is comprised of Legislative, Press and Judicial sections.  
The following is a short overview of these sections which provides some additional details 
on procedures and organization. 

LEGISLATIVE 
Committee Assignments 
Both the Senate and House Sponsors are assigned to the same committee based upon the 
origin of their bill.  The Co-Sponsors are randomly assigned to other committees.  The Co-
Sponsors are purposely not assigned to the same committee where their Bill originates. 
Individuals’ Committee assignments are indicated on the Delegation Roster, in the column 
titled “Committee.”  To see the committee where the Bill is located, please see the section 
titled “Committee Assignments.”   All bills are spread across the 3 Senates and 3 Houses, 
Blue, Gray, Orange. 

Committee Sessions 
Committees are extremely important.  The Committee must approve legislation before it 
can be acted upon by either house.  In the interest of time, there are combined House and 
Senate Committees.  Please be advised that all Legislators must attend all Committee 
sessions. 

Amendments 
All amendments to bills either in committee or on the floor must be made on the proper 
amendment forms (in duplicate).  All Presiding Officers and Committee Chairpersons will 
have forms available or additional copies can be found at the Bill Flow Desk.  If there is 
more than one amendment (that's other than a typographical error correction) or if any 
given amendment exceeds five typed lines, the bill must be re-typed and copied by its 
sponsors.  Copying and typing will be at the expense of the bill group. 

Passage of Bills 
When a bill has been passed by both House and Senate in the exact same form, the last 
house to approve it will immediately send the bill to the Bill Flow Desk, and from there to 
the Youth Governor.  The Youth Governor will then study the bill in its final form.  The 
Governor may then either:  sign the bill, veto the legislation (which would require a 3/5 
vote in both chambers to override), or use his Amendatory Veto privileges which would 
require a majority vote in both chambers before becoming a law.  

Lobbyists 
Lobbyists may testify in committees, either presenting written or oral testimony, after 
obtaining permission from the Committee Chairperson.  Lobbyists do not vote in committee 
nor are they allowed on the floor of the chambers.  During the entire Assembly weekend, 
Lobbyists will seek out legislators and their elected youth officers, as well as the media in 
order to further their particular causes.  Lobbyists are assigned to a legislative color, and 
may attend any committee where there is a bill they are supporting or not supporting. 
Committee assignments are indicated in the Delegate Roster, in the column titled “Chamber 
Color.” For further reference, see the Committee Assignments page.  Lobbyists’ Legislative 
Agendas are published in the legislative color to which they are assigned. Also please see 
section of “Lobbyists’ Resolutions and Special Committee Bills.” 
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Legislative Assistants 

Legislative Assistants serve as Election Officials, Clerks of the House, Secretaries of the 
Senate, Sergeants-At-Arms for the House and Senate, and Bill Flow Clerks. All Legislative 
Assistants will also participate in the State Issues Forum on Saturday and Sunday. 

PRESS 
The Newspaper and Video Press will provide printed and televised coverage of Assembly 
events.  They are permitted to attend all meetings and observe from the gallery in each 
chamber.  Press Corps members are not allowed on the floor of the chambers. 

JUDICIAL 
Youth attorneys have been working on two different criminal cases, People of the State of 
Illinois vs. Chris Archer, and People of the State of Illinois vs. Frank Fletcher.  The appeals 
will be argued on Saturday in courtrooms in the Capitol Complex.  The Judicial Program 
coordinators and participants invite everyone to see the youth attorneys as they make 
their arguments before Supreme Courts comprised of Youth Justices. Please refer to the 
back of this billbook for descriptions of the cases, and the Court Docket. 
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Lobbyists’ Resolutions and Special Committee Bills Rules 
Lobbyists will have the opportunity to write either Resolutions or Bills, find Committee 
Chairpersons to sponsor the Resolution/Bill and submit the Resolution/Bill to the Special Committee 
to be prioritized. 

Some Lobbyists may come to Springfield with a Resolution or Bill already written; these bills have 
been published in the legislative color section.  Others may form coalitions and write their 
Resolutions or Bills while in Springfield. 

No Lobbyist is required to write one, but those who wish to do so must prepare properly written 
Resolutions or Bills in the form required of Legislators.  Please note the guidelines for Special 
Committee Bills: 

 On all Special Committee Bills, the Lobbyist should identify himself/herself as the author by

adding a line which states “At the Request of _________,” with the Lobbyist’s name in the

blank.  This line should appear directly under the Sponsors’ names.

 No Bill may be presented as originally considered (including amendments) during the current

year in any of the Legislatures.  It must have undergone substantial change.

 If a Bill that failed in any Legislature is introduced to the Special Committee, it must be

accompanied by a Bill Brief that details why it did not pass and how it has been changed.

 The Lt. Governor will be given power to decide and report to the Special Committee if

substantial change in the Bill has been made.

 2/3 of the Special Committee members present may overturn the decision of the Lt.

Governor.

 Entirely new legislation is preferable to re-worked legislation.

The Resolution or Bill is then submitted to the Special Committee for prioritization.  There are 
actually three Special Committees - Orange, Blue and Gray- chaired by the Lt.  Governor and 
composed of the Committee Chairpersons of that color.  One meeting of the Special Committees is 
scheduled.  These committees will meet on Saturday afternoon for the purpose of considering the 
legislation prepared by the Lobbyists and sponsored by Committee Chairpersons.  No less than 12 
minutes shall be devoted to debate on each Special Committee Bill.  Note that the Committee 
Chairperson sponsoring the Resolution or Bill and not the Lobbyist who authored the Bill must 
introduce the Bill to the committee.  A committee vote of DO PASS is required in order for a 
Resolution or Bill to be introduced in any chamber.  At that point, the Resolutions/Bills are placed 
on the docket through the Bill Flow Desk, with the docket order being House Bill, Senate Bill, Special 
Committee Bill, etc. 

As many of these Bills as time permits, written by Lobbyists will be considered by the Special 
Committees on Saturday. 

Lobbyists should check the Schedule Books for the Saturday afternoon deadline for submitting 
legislation to the Special Committees.  The Resolutions/Bills are actually submitted first to the Lt. 
Governor who screens the work for errors, etc. and then submits the work to the Secretary of State 
for numbering. 

Note:  Legislators (with the Committee Chairpersons as Sponsors) may introduce only Resolutions 
to the Special Committees using the same procedure as Lobbyists.
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2017-2018 ADVISORS 
The following are this year’s Advisors to our program.  There would be no Illinois 
YMCA Youth and Government without the following, working with their delegations 
and offering their time and expertise in helping to ensure that “Democracy Must Be 
Learned by Each Generation.”  Thank you to all! (* denotes Head Advisors)

Addison Trail High School 
Michael Ross* 

Andrew High School 
Mark Lobes* 
Tina Garcia  

Aspira Business & Finance 
Ruthilah Bodley* 

Batavia High School 
Andrew Bernard* 

Bradley Bourbonnais Comm. 
Sara Youssef* 
Kaase El-Talabani 
Matthew Livesay 
Maureen Plunkett 

Carl Sandburg High School  
Pat Usher* 
James Mattera  

Carmel Catholic High School 
Jeffery Ptacek* 
Jim Pilling 

Carterville High School 
Josh Hall * 

Eisenhower High School 
Kelly Kasper* 
Dana Krilich 

Faith Lutheran High School 
Chris Schoenleb 
Arrin Rathke 

Gateway Region YMCA 
Suzanne Whitehead* 
Colin Clark 
Chris Kirk 
Jillian Murphy 
Cari Novaria 
Anne Schaeffer 
Darrin Williams 

Kenwood Academy 
Stephanie Pinta* 
Kenya Hayes 

Kishwaukee Family YMCA 
Cami Loving* 
Kristin Miller 
Sheri Wigant 

Lake Park High School 
John Powell* 
Donald Fulmer 
Alexandra Hamilton 
Danielle Reehoff 
Jay Robertson 
Jeff Sichz 
Leyden 
Kevin Pluchar* 
James Flinchum 
Metea Valley High School 
Scott Gregory* 
Susan Fuhrer 
David Luetke 
Sydney Neukirch 
Jason Wargo 

Mount Vernon Township 
High School 
Jessica Pilson* 
Kari Docherty  
Sean Docherty  
David Overstreet  

Mundelein High School 
Jennifer Lacroix* 

Murphysboro 
Orlan Brown* 

Naperville Central High 
School 
Donna Mohn*  

Naperville North High 
School 
Timothy Johnson* 
John Noffke 

Neuqua Valley High School 
Kelli Tufo* 
Catherine Bishir 
Joe Brennan 
Tammy Schutzenhofer  
Paul Whisler  
Derek Williams 

Northwest Independent 
Dawn D’Orazio* 
Fiore D’Orazio 
Cliff Histed 
Joyce Loftus 
Marc Loftus 

Oswego High School 
Brenda Shay* 
Edward Cann IV 

Aaron Henricks 

Chanel Keyvan 

Aaron Marshall 

PAV YMCA 
Sean Clark* 
Saskia Harak 
Katie Trendel 

Richards High School 
Rachael Dovgin* 

Sesser-Valier High School 
Craig Garner* 
Melodee Garner  
Penny Robbins  

Shepard High School 
Gina Hanna* 
Courtney Siska 
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Stagg High School 
Adam Zmuda* 
Carol Czworniak-Weybright 
Amy Hainzinger 
Suzan Jaber 
Margaret Nagle 
Karen O’Shea 
David Podkul 
Maggie Smith 

Stevenson High School 
James Kollar* 
Richard Pierce* 

Warren Township 
Brian Oberhauser * 

Waubonsie Valley High 
School 
Chris Wolak* 
Robin Chang 
Kelly Donnellan-Prusila 
Rolland Hacker 
David Severance 

West Frankfort 
Josh Maddox* 
Justin Jones 

Westmont High School 
Peter Landreth* 

Wheaton North 
Keagan Castro* 
Jay Mehta 

Wheaton Warrenville South 
High School 
Chuck Williams* 
Richard Mitchell 
Johnna Rediehs  
Fred Teitze 

William H. Taft High School 
Katherine Kettering * 
Adam Kozisek 
Williamsville High School 
Tonia Faloon-Sullivan* 
Laura Everhart 
Colby Huff 
Molly McLay 

PROGRAM SPECIALISTS 
Nick Baird 
Michael Barnes 
Jayme Boreman 
Mary Lou Davis 
Nadia Gonzalez 
Phillip Garee 
Megan Godette 
Pete Heinrich 
Heidi Hockberger 
Ben Johnson 
Emily Kirk 
Robert Lampros 
Aaron Massie 
Christopher MacDonald 
Zachary McCoy-Brock 
Brooke Reeves 
Thomas Rowe 
Janet Schramek 
Jon Sebastian 
Chuck Tramel 

Video Press Coordinators 
Eclipsed Productions 
Emily Heinrich 
Adam Schmidt 
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2018 COLLEGE STAFF 
We are pleased to have the following Youth and Government Alumni back to serve on our College Staff. 
Many thanks to them for travelling back to Springfield to help with our Assembly! 
Name College Former Delegation 

Addison Baxter Southern Illinois University Sesser-Valier 

Julia Bollwitt Ball State University BBCHS 

Emily DePasquale University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign BBCHS 

Archit Dhar University of Pennsylvania Neuqua Valley 

Dominique Estes University of Notre Dame Waubonsie Valley 

Jackson Gronenthal University of Illinois, Urbana Champaign Neuqua Valley 

Hana Inman University of Illinois BBCHS 

Nicole Johnson University of Illinois Urbana-Champaign Leyden 

Brandi Konkel SWIC Gateway Region Y 

Elizabeth Korbut Northern Illinois University Neuqua Valley 

Rosann Marattil University of Illinois at Chicago Waubonsie Valley 

Blake Maroney Northern Illinois University

Gionte Mason University of Illinois, Urbana-Champaign BBCHS 

Adam Matezewski University of Illinois, Urbana-Champaign BBCHS 

Celia Millane Central Michigan University Batavia High School 

Parker Modglin University of Kentucky BBCHS 

Spencer Peck Southern Illinois University - Edwardsville Gateway Region 

Devyani Potdar George Washington University Waubonsie Valley  

Matthew Powell Purdue University Wheaton Warrenville South 

Samantha Powell University of Wisconsin-Madison Wheaton Warrenville South 

Cydne Ratliff Drake University Williamsville 

Oscar Romero Dominican University Leyden 

Zach  Safer Butler University Waubonsie Valley 

Bryce Thomas University of Illinois Springfield  Carmel Catholic High School 

Bernie Wang University of Pennsylvania Neuqua Valley 

Kaitlyn Weaver Valparaiso University  Northeast Independent  

Kayleigh Williams Olivet Nazarene University West Frankfort 

Nael Zuberi Saint Louis University  Waubonsie Valley 
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Legislators will meet only in the legislative chamber to which they are assigned. There are three separate Legislatures – Blue (B), 
Gray (G), or Orange (O). Legislators should refer to the section titled “Committee Assignments” for where Bills are assigned; refer 
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Legislative Assistants are assigned to a legislative color and a Forum Color and Group. Please refer to the schedules for when the 
forum meets, and when legislative sessions are.

Addison Trail High School
GunnersonQuincy Lobbyist (G)

OleaBrandon Senate (G) 012 RII-01 S-G-22 Gray 5

PetersBryan House (G) 025 RII-02 S-G-02 Gray 1

ReynagaMoses Senate (G) 007 RII-02 S-G-02 Gray 1

SitkowskiAlyssa House (G) 001 RII-01 S-G-22 Gray 7

SiupieniusAgne Senate (G) 025 RII-01 S-G-22 Gray 7

WilsonDemi House (G) 088 RII-01 S-G-22 Gray 6

ZatosDanny Lobbyist (G)

ZatosJames Lobbyist (G)

Andrew High School
BalderasNiko LA House (G) Gray 1 (G) A

BurnetteAlexis Attorney

CunninghamJackie Senate (G) 020 RII-03 H-G-15 Gray 4

GuzmanEric Senate (G) 061 RII-05 S-G-25 Gray 4

HammadZaid Lobbyist (G)

HannaBrett House (G) 007 RII-05 S-G-25 Gray 7

HeckerTom Senate (G) 001 RII-04 S-G-07 Gray 2

HultmanMatt Senate (G) 045 RII-05 S-G-25 Gray 7

KrafcisinTim House (G) 054 RII-04 S-G-07 Gray 2

LemusGianna House (G) 091 RII-03 H-G-15 Gray 7

McPartlandBrendan House (G) 069 RII-04 S-G-07 Gray 2

MyersSeth Attorney

RiccelliMia Bill Flow (G) A

SedorookChristina LA Senate (G) Gray 3 (G) A

SneddenNic House (G) 120 RII-05 S-G-25 Gray 5

StupayCassie Attorney

WelshMackenzie House (G) 065 RII-03 H-G-15 Gray 4

Aspira Business and Finance
Avina Luly House (B) 029 RII-07 H-B-20 Blue 6

CerveraKev Senate (B) 015 RII-45 S-B-09 Blue 3

26



Name Role Chamber Color Seat # Prelim Bill Final Bill Committee Forum Color LA Group

EspinozaLuis House (B) 072 RII-44 H-B-14 Blue 1

GarciaJesus Senate (B) 025 RII-44 H-B-14 Blue 4

GarciaRandy Bill Flow (B) A

GonzalezChristopher House (B) 006 RII-46 S-B-05 Blue 5

GonzalezDavid House (B) 108 RII-44 H-B-14 Blue 4

HernandezElias Video

MarreroElyse Senate (B) 028 RII-06 H-B-17 Blue 5

OrtizAzul House (B) 121 RII-07 H-B-20 Blue 7

QuinonesAlejandro House (B) 057 RII-06 H-B-17 Blue 5

RamirezKarla House (B) 032 RII-07 H-B-20 Blue 4

RamirezLulu Video

ReyesGeorge House (B) 094 RII-46 S-B-05 Blue 2

RiddleCashshay House (B) 128 RII-45 S-B-09 Blue 7

RiosJohnny House (B) 074 RII-44 H-B-14 Blue 3

RiveraJeremy House (B) 081 RII-06 H-B-17 Blue 1

RossKayla House (B) 111 RII-45 S-B-09 Blue 7

SotoYohandry House (B) 038 RII-45 S-B-09 Blue 3

ToroLyanny Senate (B) 064 RII-07 H-B-20 Blue 6

VeraJustin Senate (B) 015 RII-46 S-B-05 Blue 2

VicencioLaura House (B) 077 RII-06 H-B-17 Blue 2

Batavia High School
BautchJoseph House (B) 087 RI-01 S-B-21 Blue 6

ChimackJacob Senate (B) 012 RI-01 S-B-21 Blue 6

CunnarJohn Senate (B) 047 RI-04 H-B-05 Blue 1

GerardiGrace House (B) 035 RI-02 S-B-25 Blue 7

GillianDaniel House (B) 083 RI-01 S-B-21 Blue 7

HillerMatt House (B) 003 RI-04 H-B-05 Blue 5

HunterAndrew House (B) 095 RI-04 H-B-05 Blue 2

LaurichJosh House (B) 122 RI-01 S-B-21 Blue 5

MazurJoy House (B) 017 RI-03 H-B-01 Blue 1

MeadowsAidan Senate (B) 006 RI-03 H-B-01 Blue 1

MortonJacob Senate (B) 054 RI-02 S-B-25 Blue 7

PronitchevaVeronica Video

RichardAaron Senate (B) 041 RI-04 H-B-05 Blue 2

ThurowFiona Attorney

TruxJeffrey House (B) 114 RI-02 S-B-25 Blue 4

Bradley-Bourbonnais Community Hig
BassettColleen Lobbyist (G)

BaylessJosh House (G) 046 RII-10 H-G-14 Gray 2
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BenoitEmma House (G) 122 RII-09 S-G-17 Gray 3

Bos-ShadiSophia Senate (G) 065 RII-08 S-G-20 Gray 6

CarrellCarrigan Senate (G) 022 RII-09 S-G-17 Gray 5

CarrellQuinlan LA House (G) Gray 3 (G) A

CarruthersBailey House (G) 089 RII-11 H-G-01 Chair Gray 1

CousinsAbby House (G) 031 RII-08 S-G-20 Gray 4

DalCantonBrendan LA House (G) Gray 5 (G) B

DandurandEthan Attorney

DeneauDillon Lobbyist (G)

DersienReilly Lobbyist (G)

DominguezRai Attorney

DrakeJulia Lobbyist (G)

DunnKaitlyn Lobbyist (G)

GampalaMadhav Senate (G) 030 RII-10 H-G-14 Gray 7

GeoffreyAbby LA Senate (G) Gray 2 (G) B

GeorgeBryson House (G) 112 RII-15 S-G-05 Gray 4

GoebigGabriell Lobbyist (G)

HandyChloe LA Senate (G) Gray 4 (G) A

HarringtonLogan House (G) 126 RII-11 H-G-01 Gray 2

HoskinsEmma LA House (G) Gray 7 (G) A

HuffakerKyle Clerk-Bailiff

JanuskiMatt Senate (G) 051 RII-09 S-G-17 Gray 2

JasminJack House (G) 108 RII-15 S-G-05 Gray 5

KeastT.J. Senate (G) 047 RII-11 H-G-01 Gray 1

KellyGrant LA Senate (G) Gray 5 (G) A

KnapperJarrod House (G) 008 RII-08 S-G-20 Gray 6

KolokythasGiorgia LA House (G) Gray 1 (G) B

KremerSydney Lobbyist (G)

LucasColton Attorney

MaloneBrianna Senate (G) 004 RII-11 H-G-01 Chair Gray 4

MeierSarah House (G) 111 RII-13 S-G-09 Gray 5

MillingBrody Lobbyist (G)

ModglinBryce House (G) 117 RII-10 H-G-14 Gray 3

MorricalAbbey LA House (G) Gray 3 (G) A

O'GormanKevin House (G) 016 RII-10 H-G-14 Gray 7

PallissardGrace House (G) 072 RII-09 S-G-17 Gray 5

PierandozziKatelyn LA Senate (G) Gray 1 (G) B

PinskiSophia LA House (G) Gray 4 (G) B

QuickDelaney Lobbyist (G)
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QuirozJesse Lobbyist (G)

RandazzoZach Lobbyist (G)

SchroederMegan Senate (G) 063 RII-08 S-G-20 Gray 5

ScottAshley Senate (G) 040 RII-13 S-G-09 Gray 3

SmarjesseLauren House (G) 062 RII-13 S-G-09 Gray 3

SovinskiRiley Attorney

TalbotCaden House (G) 080 RII-15 S-G-05 Gray 2

WadleyLucas Senate (G) 035 RII-15 S-G-05 Gray 2

WagnerGabrielle Lobbyist (G)

Carl Sandburg High School
AquinoJanine LA House (O) Orange 1 (O) A

BarrettJack Bill Flow (O) A

BlinnElise Lobbyist (O)

CanellisJulia LA House (O) Orange 3 (O) B

FishKyle LA Senate (O) Orange 4 (O) B

GalvinJeremy LA Senate (O) Orange 5 (O) A

GaspardoStephanie Lobbyist/ADL (O)

JaegerTherese LA House (O) Orange 4 (O) B

JonesMaggie LA Senate (O) Orange 7 (O) B

KangJenny House (O) 002 RII-16 S-O-15 Orange 5

Kang Liz Senate (O) 019 RII-16 S-O-15 Chair Orange 5

KangSuzy Lobbyist (O)

KochannyAlyssa LA House (O) Orange 6 (O) A

LoperaAlice House (O) 035 RII-17 H-O-11 Chair Orange 4

MontalvoMaddie LA Senate (O) Orange 5 (O) A

RichardsJillian LA House (O) Orange 4 (O) A

RooksNicole LA Senate (O) Orange 1 (O) A

SchirmacherJianna House (O) 046 RII-16 S-O-15 Orange 6

SerdarLeonardo Bill Flow (O) A

VarleyBarry Senate (O) 001 RII-17 H-O-11 Orange 4

WalshAlexandra LA House (O) Orange 7 (O) B

ZdanewiczVictoria LA House (O) Orange 1 (O) A

Carmel Catholic High School
AstudilloItzel Senate (B) 050 RI-08 S-B-12 Blue 5

CarranoEla Newspaper

ChazaroJulio House (B) 009 RI-08 S-B-12 Blue 4

Chazaro MichaelAngelo Lobbyist (B)

DavisPaul House (B) 100 RI-06 H-B-04 Blue 2

FrieseZach Senate (B) 035 RI-05 H-B-03 Blue 1
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Greenenwald Cheyenne Lobbyist (B)

HefnerPeter House (B) 105 RI-07 S-B-10 Blue 5

HerringDanielle LA House (B) Blue 5 (B) B

HerringSarah Senate/Chap (B) 019 RI-06 H-B-04 Blue 2

IskalisTaylor Lobbyist (B)

MunozDominic House (B) 018 RI-07 S-B-10 Blue 4

NguyenTheresa House (B) 115 RI-08 S-B-12 Blue 3

O'BrienConor Senate (B) 060 RI-07 S-B-10 Blue 3

PatelAditi LA Senate (B) Blue 1 (B) B

PatelPriyal LA House (B) Blue 3 (B) A

PiersonConnor Senate (B) 044 RI-08 S-B-12 Blue 4

PietranekDanny LA Senate (B) Blue 2 (B) A

PietranekMaddie House (B) 060 RI-06 H-B-04 Chair Blue 3

PillingSydney House (B) 053 RI-06 H-B-04 Chair Blue 4

ReulandMaddie Lobbyist (B)

SchmelzDavid LA House (B) Blue 4 (B) B

StansburyNathan LA House (B) Blue 6 (B) A

StullDavid House (B) 096 RI-05 H-B-03 Blue 2

ThompsonNicole House (B) 089 RI-07 S-B-10 Blue 3

WestDylan Senate (B) 011 RI-05 H-B-03 Blue 7

WintersJustin House (B) 070 RI-05 H-B-03 Blue 1

WolfMatthew LA Senate (B) Blue 6 (B) A

Carterville High School
GentryBraden House (O) 074 RIII-13 H-O-18 Orange 3

GossettDylan House (O) 010 RIII-13 H-O-18 Orange 5

HaganCharlie Bill Flow (O) A

KielSara LA Senate (O) Orange 1 (O) A

KochTabitha Senate (O) 032 RIII-30 S-O-22 Orange 6

KonvalinkaBenjamin Sec. Senate (O)

MercaderRose LA Senate (O) Orange 4 (B) B

OutlandJabe House (O) 095 RIII-13 H-O-18 Orange 4

RiceBraden Senate (O) 026 RIII-13 H-O-18 Orange 5

RoyZach Lobbyist (O)

SmithSydney House (O) 054 RIII-30 S-O-22 Orange 6

Eisenhower High School
BrownJay Video

CarrilloCristian House (B) 002 RII-18 H-B-07 Blue 5

Chatman Arnan Video

Haskell Sarah Attorney
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KilianJennifer House (B) 071 RII-19 S-B-11 Blue 1

MaderaAngelica Attorney

MartinezAlexis Video

MartinezLeslie Senate (B) 003 RII-18 H-B-07 Blue 2

NevarezValerie Senate (B) 036 RII-19 S-B-11 Blue 3

Rodriguez Diana Lobbyist (B)

VencesJessica House (B) 047 RII-18 H-B-07 Blue 2

VillanuevaLaura House (B) 090 RII-19 S-B-11 Blue 3

Faith Lutheran High School
CastnerAleks House (B) 026 RI-09 S-B-24 Blue 7

FunderburgBen House (B) 107 RI-09 S-B-24 Blue 1

HeldBjorn Senate (B) 024 RI-09 S-B-24 Blue 7

Gateway Region YMCA
ChamberlainMcKenzie House (B) 065 RIII-04 H-B-08 Blue 3

GoyeaBreanna Attorney

HunterAbril House (B) 004 RIII-02 S-B-01 Chair Blue 1

KirkKenzie Sec. Senate (B)

NussbaumKira Senate (B) 042 RIII-04 H-B-08 Blue 3

O'ConnorKatie Senate (B) 017 RIII-02 S-B-01 Blue 1

O'DonnellEmma Attorney

PiersonPaige Lobbyist (B)

RakersKaleb Attorney

ReedMaggie Bill Flow (B) B

StiffDiamond Senate (B) 061 RIII-05 S-B-14 Blue 4

WilcoxClaire House (B) 093 RIII-05 S-B-14 Blue 4

Kenwood Academy
BrownStone LA House (B) Blue 2 (B) A

EwingDominique House (B) 014 RII-20 H-B-11 Blue 2

FisherAniyah LA House (B) Blue 4 (B) B

FrazierRudi House (B) 099 RII-20 H-B-11 Blue 4

HartleySanaan Clerk-Bailiff

HodgeKayla Clerk-Bailiff

HofferAdrian LA Senate (B) Blue 6 (B) B

HofferOwen LA Senate (B) Blue 5 (B) A

JosephImani Lobbyist (B)

LibensonSam LA House (B) Blue 7 (B) A

MooreCameron Clerk-Bailiff

PereiraAdele Senate (B) 021 RII-20 H-B-11 Blue 4

RoysterSharadiant Clerk-Bailiff
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SledgeCheri Attorney

SmithSamara LA Senate (B) Blue 4 (B) A

SpearsSophia Attorney

WelchAlex LA Senate (B) Blue 5 (B) B

WelchBenjamin LA House (B) Blue 7 (B) B

WilliamsCashmere Clerk-Bailiff

ZaddaReshma Attorney

Kishwaukee YMCA
AndersonCamryn House (B) 062 RI-12 S-B-20 Blue 6

BowersEllia Senate (B) 056 RI-12 S-B-20 Blue 2

ColeKierstin House (B) 055 RI-14 S-B-17 Blue 3

Goral Grant House (B) 027 RI-14 S-B-17 Blue 5

KeicherEmma House (B) 120 RI-12 S-B-20 Blue 1

McCombSophie Senate (B) 065 RI-12 S-B-20 Blue 6

SchramerEmilie Senate (B) 013 RI-14 S-B-17 Blue 5

SchramerTom Bill Flow (B) A

Lake Park High School
AbrahamRachel Lobbyist (O)

AbrahamSarah Senate (O) 010 RI-16 H-O-15 Chair Orange 5

AndersonAlyssa House (O) 085 RI-21 H-O-05 Orange 2

AngelJessica Attorney

AntonyKevin Senate (O) 058 RI-17 H-O-19 Orange 6

BhagatSimran Lobbyist (O)

BiglerOlivia Senate (O) 036 RI-21 H-O-05 Orange 2

BrantMichaela House (O) 080 RI-16 H-O-15 Orange 1

BurkiAhmed House (O) 047 RI-17 H-O-19 Orange 6

ButtYusra Attorney

CaperKaitlyn Senate (O) 041 RI-15 S-O-13 Orange 4

ColantonioAndrea Newspaper

CzuprynaPaulina Lobbyist (O)

DeimlingJohn House (O) 014 RI-16 H-O-15 Orange 7

DeLascioGina Senate (O) 046 RI-19 S-B-23 Orange 7

DeSimoneAlex Newspaper

DeValkEmma Newspaper

FrankJenna Video

FryeZach Lobbyist (O)

FulmerElise Newspaper

FulmerQuinn House (O) 089 RI-20 H-O-01 Orange 1

GarciaRoberto Senate (O) 005 RI-20 H-O-01 Orange 1

32



Name Role Chamber Color Seat # Prelim Bill Final Bill Committee Forum Color LA Group

HentrichRyan Attorney

HuangAlex House (O) 077 RI-17 H-O-19 Orange 5

HunnDylan Lobbyist (O)

IleaDavid Lobbyist (O)

KawczynskiJackie Lobbyist (O)

Lange Faith House (O) 108 RI-21 H-O-05 Orange 1

MaletskyChristina LA Senate (O) Orange 3 (O) B

McBrideMyah House (O) 127 RI-21 H-O-05 Orange 7

MichicichJohn Newspaper

O'BrienDeclan Lobbyist (O)

OlszewskiBrandon House (O) 101 RI-15 S-O-13 Orange 4

OrozcoAlany House (O) 084 RI-15 S-O-13 Orange 6

PatelAayush House (O) 018 RI-17 H-O-19 Orange 4

PatelAnissa Senate (O) 064 RI-22 S-O-08 Orange 2

PatelAnjali House (O) 036 RI-16 H-O-15 Orange 5

PatelJayna Lobbyist (O)

PateralaMike Lobbyist (O)

PateralaNick Lobbyist (O)

PetrovaJenny Lobbyist (O)

PetruckPiper Newspaper

RamzanAnusha LA House (O) Orange 3 (O) B

RayConnor Senate (O) 022 RI-22 S-O-08 Orange 3

RyanMelissa Newspaper

Shaw Julietta Video

SladeAnthony Lobbyist (O)

SladeCameron House (O) 031 RI-22 S-O-08 Orange 4

SowizralJacob Lobbyist (O)

SpencerTom House (O) 069 RI-22 S-O-08 Chair Orange 3

StarkMichael House (O) 115 RI-20 H-O-01 Orange 4

StonkusAles Lobbyist (O)

TedeschiDaniel House (O) 028 RI-19 S-B-23 Orange 2

TurmanOlivia Lobbyist/ADL (O)

VitaccoIsabella Lobbyist (O)

Wang SwiontekBrook Lobbyist (O)

WheelerCaroline House (O) 006 RI-19 S-B-23 Orange 7

Leyden 
Alfaro Ximena House (B) 049 RII-21 S-B-16 Blue 5

BarajasKeysy Senate (B) 022 RII-21 S-B-16 Blue 5

CasasFernanda Senate (B) 031 RII-22 H-B-19 Blue 6
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GarciaLeslie Senate (B) 009 RII-23 S-B-23 Blue 7

GrycJulka House (B) 079 RII-23 S-B-23 Blue 7

RamirezJazlynn House (B) 033 RII-23 S-B-23 Blue 4

Salgado Armani House (B) 007 RII-22 H-B-19 Blue 6

Metea Valley High School
AminAryanna Attorney

AnastasioMia Attorney

ArosteguiSophie Attorney

BajwaMyra House (G) 026 RI-31 S-G-14 Gray 6

BalachandranHari Attorney

BalineniAmogh House (G) 018 RI-29 H-G-11 Gray 3

BalmuriJo Senate (O) 002 RI-23 S-O-04 Orange 1

BalooPavan Attorney

BassAlexis Senate (O) 059 RI-26 S-O-25 Orange 6

BasuNikhil House (G) 059 RI-29 H-G-11 Gray 4

BeachChloe Attorney/CB

BernalSerena Senate (O) 037 RI-24 S-O-06 Orange 2

ChadaMegha Attorney/CB

CoatesLauren House (O) 128 RI-23 S-O-04 Orange 5

CurtisAubree Attorney

DavisJonathan Attorney

DevSarika House (O) 122 RI-24 S-O-06 Orange 3

DevathiDonesh Attorney

DiMarcoMartin House (O) 111 RI-25 S-O-11 Orange 7

GarciaAle House (G) 087 RI-28 H-G-07 Gray 2

GatzKatrin Attorney

GibbasBen LA Senate (G) Gray 3 (G) B

GilbertWilliam Senate (O) 051 RI-25 S-O-11 Orange 1

GottumukkulaAshi Attorney

GrzybClaudia Attorney

HoltanEmma Attorney

HuangEmily House (G) 094 RI-27 H-G-04 Gray 3

JordanAlexa Attorney

JosephTrudy Sarah Attorney

KerwinEmaline Attorney

KhanSal Senate (O) 009 RI-25 S-O-11 Orange 3

KimAndy House (O) 042 RI-26 S-O-25 Orange 1

KnotterJames Senate (O) 031 RI-26 S-O-25 Orange 7

KrishnakumarAarthi Attorney
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LaffertyNatalie House (G) 100 RI-27 H-G-04 Gray 1

Lakhani Zyma Senate (G) 011 RI-31 S-G-14 Gray 6

LandgeChetna Senate (G) 048 RI-27 H-G-04 Gray 4

LandgrafLauren Attorney

LankischJulia House (O) 113 RI-23 S-O-04 Orange 6

LondonDesiree House (O) 009 RI-26 S-O-25 Orange 7

MachireddySathya Attorney

MajetiSharika Attorney

MenonDhruv Attorney

MeyerLaura Attorney/CB

MintusClaire Attorney

NealonMatthew House (O) 061 RI-25 S-O-11 Orange 3

OguikeMichelle Attorney/CB

OlafssonSigga House (O) 090 RI-24 S-O-06 Orange 2

PantTanvi House (G) 116 RI-28 H-G-07 Gray 3

ParkEllie Attorney

PatelDevki Senate (G) 002 RI-27 H-G-04 Gray 1

PatelIshaan Attorney/CB

Peesapati Mansi Attorney

PopkoRyan Attorney

PrasadAmogh House (G) 055 RI-29 H-G-11 Gray 5

ReedKatie House (G) 011 RI-31 S-G-14 Gray 4

RoenHannah Senate (G) 037 RI-28 H-G-07 Gray 2

RussellLena House (G) 105 RI-28 H-G-07 Gray 1

SaraswatiKoushik Attorney/CB

SarathyVarun Senate (G) 042 RI-29 H-G-11 Gray 3

ShermanDhrtvan Attorney

SherwoodEvan Sgt. Senate (G)

SmartKyle House (O) 015 RI-23 S-O-04 Orange 1

SmithKennedy Attorney

SundararajanArjun Attorney

TodatrySathya Attorney

TurnbullJames Attorney

VegaClaudia Attorney

VelasquezTaski Senate (G) 031 RI-31 S-G-14 Gray 4

WilliamsIndia Attorney

Mt. Vernon Township High School
AsberyKadin House (O) 070 RIII-17 H-O-14 Orange 4

BenderskyEmma Lobbyist (O)
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DochertyBrennan Senate (O) 050 RIII-18 H-O-16 Orange 3

FitzjerrellsJeremiah House (O) 052 RIII-18 H-O-16 Orange 5

HarkinsDylan LA Senate (O) Orange 6 (O) B

HarrisonAnni Lobbyist (O)

HeinzmanOlivia Lobbyist (O)

Heitmeyer Hannah Senate (O) 038 RIII-15 H-O-06 Orange 2

HeitmeyerIsabel House (O) 088 RIII-15 H-O-06 Orange 2

HembyMason Lobbyist (O)

HenryEmma House (O) 099 RIII-20 H-O-23 Orange 3

HillDerek Senate (O) 014 RIII-16 H-O-09 Orange 3

KaushalPriyanka House (O) 041 RIII-19 S-O-19 Orange 6

KoontzStevie Lobbyist (O)

LamczykMatthew Senate (O) 025 RIII-17 H-O-14 Orange 4

LaskowskiKennedy LA House (O) Orange 7 (O) B

Malone Nick Lobbyist (O)

MillerGatlin House (O) 027 RIII-16 H-O-09 Orange 1

MooreTorean House (O) 126 RIII-14 H-O-02 Orange 7

MorganReece House (O) 034 RIII-18 H-O-16 Orange 4

ParksBrendan LA Senate (O) Orange 7 (O) A

PatelRohan Senate (O) 066 RIII-17 H-O-14 Orange 3

ProstCarson Sgt. Senate (O)

RuddNici House (O) 103 RIII-19 S-O-19 Orange 3

SargentAddi House (O) 117 RIII-15 H-O-06 Orange 4

SchmidtJoe Senate (O) 007 RIII-14 H-O-02 Orange 1

SchmidtLibby Lobbyist (O)

ShirleyHunter LA House (O) Orange 5 (O) A

SongDaniel House (O) 059 RIII-16 H-O-09 Orange 3

Timmons Chase House (O) 096 RIII-14 H-O-02 Orange 1

TisdaleGabe Senate (O) 042 RIII-18 H-O-16 Orange 5

WalkerAlyssa House (O) 007 RIII-20 H-O-23 Orange 7

WellerKaijah Senate (O) 057 RIII-19 S-O-19 Orange 6

WhisenhuntMichael House (O) 081 RIII-17 H-O-14 Orange 5

WillisLauryn Senate (O) 054 RIII-19 S-O-19 Chair Orange 2

WilsonJon Senate (O) 027 RIII-20 H-O-23 Orange 7

WrightCarson LA Senate (O) Orange 3 (O) A

Mundelein High School
LacroixJP LA House (B) Blue 6 (B) A

Murphysboro High School
BradyMelissa House (O) 012 RIII-21 S-O-14 Orange 4
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ChenLeo Senate (O) 029 RIII-21 S-O-14 Orange 1

RobinsonLilli House (O) 056 RIII-21 S-O-14 Orange 2

RuffnerJakob Senate (O) 016 RIII-21 S-O-14 Orange 4

Naperville Central High School
AshleyJen House (G) 002 RI-35 H-G-23 Gray 7

BuettnerWill House (G) 048 RI-34 H-G-21 Gray 6

ChanMei Mei House (G) 037 RI-35 H-G-23 Gray 1

DoolinLiam Attorney

LonghitanoTaylor Senate (G) 019 RI-32 H-G-13 Gray 4

MazumdarYash House (G) 042 RI-32 H-G-13 Gray 7

McNabMaddie House (G) 076 RI-32 H-G-13 Gray 4

PalubickiHailey Senate (G) 044 RI-33 H-G-17 Gray 5

PeshawarwalaFatema House (G) 121 RI-33 H-G-17 Gray 1

RajnishAshwin Senate (G) 064 RI-32 H-G-13 Gray 6

SmithMadison Senate (G) 055 RI-34 H-G-21 Gray 1

TrespalaciosGabi Senate (G) 058 RI-35 H-G-23 Gray 7

WaltsMax House (G) 115 RI-34 H-G-21 Gray 2

Naperville North High School
AldaasLayla House (G) 017 RI-36 H-G-08 Gray 5

AthasJordan Senate (G) 050 RI-37 S-G-11 Chair Gray 7

BaronJacob House (G) 010 RI-37 S-G-11 Gray 4

ChewMaddie House (G) 078 RI-36 H-G-08 Chair Gray 3

D'SouzaBrian House (G) 034 RI-37 S-G-11 Gray 1

GramignaElla Senate (G) 010 RI-36 H-G-08 Gray 3

GriffinAron Senate (G) 017 RI-37 s-G-11 Gray 4

NarayanNeha House (G) 118 RI-36 H-G-08 Gray 6

ShiJordan Attorney

ThirkatehPraneet Attorney

ThompsonNick Senate (G) 013 RI-34 H-G-21 Gray 6

Neuqua Valley High School
AgnesPatricia LA Senate (G) Gray 7 (G) A

AgrawalShiksha House (B) 084 RI-40 S-B-05 Blue 2

AlcottRegan Attorney

AlluriViraja Attorney

AmirRizwan House (B) 106 RI-39 H-B-16 Blue 7

AshtaNicole Attorney

AsurSid Senate (B) 062 RI-38 H-B-23 Blue 7

BalasubramanianRoshini House (B) 086 RI-41 H-B-18 Chair Blue 6

BleersLuke Senate (B) 020 RI-39 H-B-16 Blue 5
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BrovkovychKatya Attorney

CarselloMegan Senate (B) 002 RI-40 S-B-05 Blue 3

ChangElizabeth LA House (G) Gray 4 (G) B

ChangEunice Sec. of State

ChatterjeePrajit House (B) 118 RI-42 H-B-13 Chair Blue 2

DixitKartik Lobbyist (B)

DorjbatNomuna Attorney

EettickalAbel LA Senate (G) Gray 1 (G) B

EettickalEnya Attorney

GosaviMeera Attorney

GoswamiAnshul Lobbyist (B)

GuptaIsh Attorney

GuptaMansi Clerk House (G)

HasslerCamila Attorney

HenrySarah Lobbyist (B)

HungThomas Lobbyist (B)

IslamIbrahim Lobbyist (B)

IyerDivya Attorney/CB

IyerRekha Chief Justice

JaiganeshGautham Attorney/CB

JainSameer Sec. Senate (G)

KaisthaNamish Clerk House (B)

KarthiKavya Lobbyist (B)

KhanFatema Attorney/CB

KhanSafiy House (B) 020 RI-41 H-B-18 Blue 2

KhomusiDan Lobbyist/ADL (G)

KimAriel Lobbyist (B)

KimJosh House (B) 091 RI-38 H-B-23 Blue 7

KoulRahul Lobbyist/ADL (G)

KwokTaylor Lobbyist (B)

LeeEsther Lobbyist (B)

LiuMichelle Senate (B) 053 RI-41 H-B-18 Blue 6

MaimonJennifer Sgt. Senate (B)

MajorPayton Lobbyist (B)

MalikBilal Video

McArthur-SelfAbby Senate (B) 034 RI-42 H-B-13 Blue 4

McCarthyJordan Attorney

MehraMadie Attorney

MehtaAashna Attorney
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MillerRyan Lt. Governor

MishraRhitom Attorney

MogallapalliManyu Lobbyist (B)

NalluriArya Attorney

NandakumarAaditya Attorney

NazeerFayha Senate (G) 015 RI-43 S-G-15 Chair Gray 5

NomaniFatema Attorney

NooraldeenYounis Lobbyist (B)

NwachukwuIffy Video

O'ReillyCatherine Attorney

PaiNeel House (G) 093 RI-46 S-G-03 Gray 2

PanseRohit Lobbyist (B)

PatelJanki House (B) 066 RI-42 H-B-13 Blue 4

PrabhuTrisha Governor

ProzorovskyAndrew House (G) 081 RI-45 H-G-19 Gray 4

PurohitDhaval Lobbyist (B)

RehmanAleena Attorney

RehmanSaffa House (B) 030 RI-41 H-B-18 Blue 3

RiveraJordan House (G) 074 RI-43 S-G-15 Gray 5

SahaShay Lobbyist (B)

SciackitanoKevin House (G) 041 RI-45 H-G-19 Gray 6

ShandilyaAnuva Senate (G) 060 RI-44 H-G-25 Chair Gray 7

SharmaIsha House (G) 095 RI-46 S-G-03 Gray 1

ShirkevichSonja Lobbyist (B)

SivarajanAnirudh Attorney

SureshNisha House (G) 006 RI-44 H-G-25 Gray 7

SutariaGatha House (B) 005 RI-40 S-B-05 Blue 3

ThakrarRadha LA House (G) Gray 6 (G) A

TonkunasGabija Video

VedurmudiKavya Senate (G) 054 RI-45 H-G-19 Chair Gray 6

VellalaRushil Lobbyist/ADL (B)

WalshLaura Attorney

WalwerCullen Senate (G) 008 RI-46 S-G-03 Gray 1

WangMichelle House (G) 004 RI-46 S-G-03 Gray 3

WangVictoria House (B) 036 RI-39 H-B-16 Blue 5

WorleyAmy House (G) 013 RI-44 H-G-25 Gray 3

WuMegan Senate (B) 046 RI-38 H-B-23 Blue 5

ZaripovaAmelia Attorney

ZhaoKevin House (G) 057 RI-43 S-G-15 Gray 1
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ZhengMatthew House (G) 102 RI-43 S-G-15 Gray 2

Northeast Independent
D'OrazioPeyton House (B) 028 RI-47 S-B-17 Blue 2

HistedAbby House (B) 046 RI-47 S-B-17 Blue 5

HistedSimon LA Senate (B) Blue 4 (B) A

KapschElizabeth Bill Flow (B) B

LeMasterEvan Video

LoftusMarc Attorney

SchmidtKenzi LA House (B) Blue 5 (B) A

SchramekTim Attorney

SebastianBenjamin Newspaper

TulleyGrace Senate (B) 032 RI-47 S-B-17 Blue 5

Oswego High School
BafundoAndrew House (O) 100 RI-55 H-O-12 Orange 4

BegurShashank Lobbyist (B)

BroganColin House (O) 032 RI-55 H-O-12 Orange 5

CappelliCagney Lobbyist (B)

DeceaultBella House (O) 107 RI-57 S-O-21 Orange 4

DobbersteinBen House (B) 010 RI-49 H-B-15 Blue 5

EberhardtRyan House (B) 037 RI-51 H-B-22 Blue 7

EglyAdam Senate (O) 008 RI-52 H-O-03 Orange 1

FischerJustin House (O) 131 RI-53 H-O-07 Orange 2

FlahertyNolan Senate (O) 040 RI-53 H-O-07 Orange 2

FlynnGannon Senate (B) 066 RI-50 S-B-19 Blue 5

GarciaVal House (O) 112 RI-52 H-O-03 Orange 4

HamrickPatrick House (O) 058 RI-56 H-O-17 Orange 2

HarbTahany Senate (O) 013 RI-54 H-O-10 Orange 3

HartNate Senate (O) 018 RI-55 H-O-12 Orange 4

JakowitschRyan Senate (B) 026 RI-49 H-B-15 Blue 1

JobesNatalie Lobbyist (B)

KalyanasundaramVisa Lobbyist (B)

KapelesCody House (B) 031 RI-49 H-B-15 Blue 2

KelsheimerHannah Senate (O) 033 RI-56 H-O-17 Orange 5

LaboraNathan House (O) 065 RI-56 H-O-17 Orange 5

LeverichBen Senate (B) 038 RI-50 S-B-19 Blue 6

LeverichJoe House (B) 058 RI-50 S-B-19 Blue 6

LiDarren Lobbyist (O)

MarateaBailey House (B) 119 RI-50 S-B-19 Blue 7

MarquardtEvan House (B) 124 RI-51 H-B-22 Blue 3
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MetrouAlexandra House (O) 119 RI-57 S-O-21 Orange 3

MonroeJames Senate (O) 028 RI-52 H-O-03 Orange 3

O'ConnellTess House (O) 025 RI-56 H-O-17 Orange 1

OsmaniAleyna Senate (O) 056 RI-57 S-O-21 Orange 6

PacynaAmanda House (O) 004 RI-58 H-O-24 Orange 7

RaleighPeyton Senate (O) 047 RI-58 H-O-24 Orange 7

RobinsonCaroline Lobbyist (O)

SandersAlison House (O) 137 RI-54 H-O-10 Orange 6

SchultzAlex House (O) 029 RI-58 H-O-24 Orange 6

SmerzAlly House (O) 093 RI-54 H-O-10 Orange 3

TomaJake House (O) 049 RI-57 S-O-21 Orange 6

VallejoClaudia Lobbyist (O)

VargasAllyssa Senate (O) 063 RI-53 H-O-07 Orange 1

VertheinAustin House (O) 124 RI-53 H-O-07 Orange 7

VeselikSydney Senate (B) 023 RI-51 H-B-22 Blue 7

WaltersDesiree House (O) 078 RI-52 H-O-03 Orange 1

WoelkeJulia Senate (B) 005 RI-49 H-B-15 Blue 5

WoodlandKyra House (O) 083 RI-54 H-O-10 Orange 5

PAV YMCA
Gallegos Mariza Newspaper

Richards High School
AlavardoSamuel House (O) 079 RII-25 S-O-20 Orange 7

Brown Jarquis Senate (O) 060 RII-24 H-O-22 Orange 1

CardenasMorgan House (O) 086 RII-24 H-O-22 Chair Orange 6

MarshallKyle Senate/Chap (O) 053 RII-24 H-O-22 Orange 7

PaxtonBrandon House (O) 005 RII-24 H-O-22 Orange 7

SanchezJulian Senate (O) 043 RII-25 S-O-20 Orange 6

VivancoAdriana House (O) 048 RII-25 S-O-20 Orange 6

Sesser-Valier High School
BassoReid Senate (O) 062 RIII-26 S-O-16 Orange 6

BatesPeyton LA Senate (O) Orange 2 (O) B

BoswellDestiny House (O) 106 RIII-23 S-O-01 Orange 4

BullaMaddie LA House (O) Orange 2 (O) A

BullaMitch House (O) 055 RIII-22 H-O-08 Orange 3

CrawfordElizabeth Attorney

DorrisBrianna House (O) 118 RIII-25 H-O-04 Orange 1

Eubanks Tanner LA Senate (O) Orange 3 (O) A

GallowayKatie Attorney

GarnerJaycee House (O) 071 RIII-23 S-O-01 Chair Orange 1
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GunterEli House (O) 020 RIII-26 S-O-16 Chair Orange 7

HicksAlayna Attorney

HollisMaddie Kate House (O) 125 RIII-25 H-O-04 Orange 1

JonesJenna House (O) 110 RIII-24 H-O-13 Orange 4

KingKatie Newspaper

KirkLogan LA House (O) Orange 5 (O) A

KiselewskiKadin Senate (O) 004 RIII-22 H-O-08 Orange 3

KiselewskiRyker Clerk-Bailiff

KnightCyler House (O) 011 RIII-26 S-O-16 Orange 5

KovarikEmily Senate (O) 012 RIII-23 S-O-01 Orange 1

LattaCarson Clerk-Bailiff

LemonsGillian Clerk House (O)

LogsdonSammi LA Senate (O) Orange 2 (O) A

MarloPaolina Newspaper

MygattLauren Senate (O) 023 RIII-24 H-O-13 Orange 4

Packer Montana LA House (O) Orange 2 (O) B

PageAddison House (O) 016 RIII-22 H-O-08 Orange 6

PageCarlie LA Senate (O) Orange 6 (O) B

PedigoCasslyn Senate (O) 034 RIII-25 H-O-04 Orange 2

PrudentLuke Senate (O) 020 RIII-26 S-O-16 Orange 5

ShurtzBlake Newspaper

SnowAddy House (O) 129 RIII-23 S-O-01 Orange 3

StaceyAlecia House (O) 138 RIII-24 H-O-13 Orange 4

StaplesSavannah House (O) 062 RIII-25 H-O-04 Orange 2

StubblefieldJackson House (O) 026 RIII-22 H-O-08 Orange 5

TheryMatthew LA House (O) Orange 6 (O) B

WardAbbie Attorney

WhiteGabe LA Senate (O) Orange 2 (O) B

WhittingtonHayley Senate (O) 065 RIII-24 H-O-13 Orange 3

Shepard High School
BornAlana House (G) 032 RII-27 H-G-24 Gray 7

Culpepper Daisy Senate (G) 028 RII-27 H-G-24 Gray 7

EfeinReem House (G) 075 RII-43 S-G-13 Gray 4

JacksonKayla Senate (G) 043 RII-43 S-G-13 Gray 4

Krolikowski Alan House (G) 038 RII-26 H-G-20 Gray 6

LezonJon Lobbyist (G)

MikosAlly Lobbyist (G)

MinetLily Lobbyist (G)

Picl-LudwigTyler Lobbyist (G)
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SanchezMelissa Senate (G) 026 RII-26 H-G-20 Gray 6

Stagg High School
AbrahamJoHanna Lobbyist (G)

AngelosLeonidas House (O) 109 RII-31 H-O-25 Orange 4

BarryJack Lobbyist (O)

BenkePatryk Lobbyist (G)

BremnerNicole Lobbyist (G)

BrooksJulia Senate (G) 034 RII-29 H-G-05 Gray 2

BrownCampbell LA House (G) Gray 2 (G) B

BrownSydney House (G) 058 RII-29 H-G-05 Gray 3

CloughDaniel Lobbyist/ADL (O)

DjikasBill Lobbyist (G)

DollahMitchell Lobbyist (G)

DuffnerMaddie House (G) 071 RII-32 S-G-16 Gray 5

EvansHenry Lobbyist (G)

FitzpatrickMolly Lobbyist (G)

GorowskiSylvia House (O) 136 RII-33 S-O-18 Orange 2

HallConnor LA House (G) Gray 6 (G) A

HallDarren House (G) 129 RII-28 S-G-01 Gray 7

HartyDevin Lobbyist (G)

HelsonMadelyn Senate (O) 021 RII-33 S-O-18 Orange 5

JamrozikKamil Lobbyist (G)

JaunichBrad Lobbyist/ADL (G)

JaworskaAlicja Lobbyist (O)

KarrMadison House (O) 121 RII-34 H-O-21 Orange 5

KaufmannMike House (G) 127 RII-28 S-G-01 Gray 4

KazaneckiMike House (G) 086 RII-28 S-G-01 Gray 1

KladisDemetri Senate (G) 039 RII-30 H-G-09 Gray 3

KnutsonKate Lobbyist (G)

Kuruklis Koralia Lobbyist (G)

LauthEmma Lobbyist (O)

LeeAbby Lobbyist (O)

LovellBilly Senate (O) 030 RII-31 H-O-25 Orange 7

LovellEddie Lobbyist (G)

MackTommy Newspaper

MaduraKyle House (G) 028 RII-30 H-G-09 Gray 3

MagafasJill LA Senate (G) Gray 6 (G) A

MahoneyJohn House (O) 076 RII-33 S-O-18 Orange 3

MamoneTeddy Lobbyist (O)
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MarinierFaith Lobbyist (G)

MulchroneDonna Lobbyist (G)

NeputyKyle House (O) 003 RII-31 H-O-25 Orange 7

NowobilskiBart Lobbyist (G)

PanagiotopoulosPeter House (O) 130 RII-31 H-O-25 Orange 2

PeddemorsDylan Lobbyist (O)

PolkBeth Lobbyist (G)

RietjensRicky Senate (G) 021 RII-32 S-G-16 Gray 7

RoachAidan LA House (G) Gray 5 (G) A

RozanskiKarolina LA Senate (G) Gray 2 (G) B

RussoDanny Senate (G) 005 RII-28 S-G-01 Gray 1

ScarimPhil Lobbyist (G)

SkalskiAntek House (O) 066 RII-33 S-O-18 Orange 5

SklyAllie Lobbyist (G)

SlodyczkaSara Lobbyist (G)

SlowikowskiDarek Lobbyist (O)

SyedZubair House (G) 107 RII-30 H-G-09 Gray 4

SzczerbaAmelia Lobbyist (G)

TadeoJesse Lobbyist (G)

ThomasonMegan House (O) 037 RII-34 H-O-21 Orange 6

ThomasonRyan LA Senate (G) Gray 5 (G) A

ThompsonJordan House (G) 103 RII-32 S-G-16 Gray 6

TomesJada Lobbyist (G)

TylkaJohn Lobbyist (G)

UdaykeeLexi Lobbyist (O)

VachaNicole House (G) 052 RII-29 H-G-05 Gray 2

Van NieuwenhuyseAlley Senate (G) 049 RII-29 H-G-05 Gray 1

VillalobosAndrew Lobbyist (G)

WojciechowskiJessie Senate (O) 045 RII-34 H-O-21 Orange 6

WojdulaBasil Senate (G) 014 RII-32 S-G-16 Gray 5

WojdulaDemi Lobbyist (G)

WolfDylan Lobbyist (G)

ZawadzkaWiktoria Lobbyist (G)

ZawislanWojciech Lobbyist (G)

ZiyadFaris House (G) 083 RII-30 H-G-09 Gray 2

Stevenson
RahmanMoses Senate/Chap (G) 057 RI-64 S-G-19 Gray 6

Stevenson High School
BhatnagarShreya House (G) 056 RI-64 S-G-19 Gray 1
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BiMegan House (G) 061 RI-60 S-G-04 Chair Gray 2

BienDaniel House (G) 128 RI-61 S-G-08 Gray 7

BurgJosh House (G) 014 RI-63 H-G-16 Gray 4

CaoJenny House (G) 125 RI-60 S-G-04 Gray 7

ChaudharyAli Senate (G) 006 RI-59 H-G-02 Gray 1

DasikaHarsh House (G) 003 RI-65 S-G-23 Gray 7

DeoskarAdvait Attorney

DziabaPeter House (G) 085 RI-59 H-G-02 Gray 5

FangAnita Attorney

GopikanthVish Senate (G) 016 RI-60 S-G-04 Gray 2

JabbarzadehKeanne House (G) 027 RI-62 S-G-12 Gray 6

JoharShaquille House (G) 047 RI-64 S-G-19 Gray 6

JosephsonMichael House (G) 077 RI-62 S-G-12 Gray 4

KakuturuAbe House/Chap (G) 029 RI-61 S-G-08 Gray 3

KirbyShea Attorney

KubiszewskaZuzanna House (G) 066 RI-63 H-G-16 Gray 5

LeeJanice Attorney

LeeJoanna Attorney

MaMa Yun Bo Senate (G) 053 RI-62 S-G-12 Gray 4

MalterJoe Senate (G) 032 RI-63 H-G-16 Gray 5

MatharuKaran House (G) 109 RI-65 S-G-23 Gray 2

Mullick Raj Senate (G) 027 RI-60 S-G-04 Gray 6

NageswaranArjun Attorney/CB

NairSiddharth House (G) 045 RI-62 S-G-12 Gray 5

PatelNeal Attorney

PrabhakarGovind Lobbyist (G)

PrazadSaketh Senate (G) 038 RI-61 S-G-08 Gray 3

RodriguesJoão House (G) 096 RI-59 H-G-02 Gray 1

ShapiroJake House (G) 106 RI-63 H-G-16 Gray 3

ShiVictor Attorney

SudhakaranVarun House (G) 035 RI-65 S-G-23 Gray 3

VilkBranden Senate (G) 062 RI-65 S-G-23 Gray 7

VoraEshana House (G) 113 RI-64 S-G-19 Gray 5

Yagnamurthy Satvik Senate (G) 046 RI-61 S-G-08 Gray 1

YuJeremy Attorney

Warren Township High School
BurnsAnnabelle Bill Flow (G) A

FlesherMichael House (G) 030 RII-35 S-G-18 Gray 7

GarciaElijah Senate (G) 024 RII-36 H-G-22 Gray 6
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LarsonChristian Senate (G) 018 RII-35 S-G-18 Gray 5

LevyZack Attorney

MoreyBrittany House (G) 009 RII-36 H-G-22 Gray 6

SilvasyJim Attorney

WalnohaGriffin House (G) 099 RII-35 S-G-18 Gray 5

Waubonsie Valley High School
AbruzzoFrancesca Attorney

AggarwalRahul Lobbyist (O)

AgrawalAditi Attorney

AlsheikhNoor House (O) 104 RI-76 H-O-20 Orange 2

BalzerKat House (G) 097 RI-66 H-G-03 Gray 1

BansalDeeya Lobbyist (O)

BrozakRay Senate (G) 003 RI-66 H-G-03 Gray 1

Bugayong Anne Attorney

CabreraMarisol House (O) 033 RI-77 S-O-17 Orange 6

ChenConnie Attorney

ChenDavid House (G) 070 RI-69 H-G-18 Gray 5

ChenMichael Senate (G) 036 RI-74 H-G-06 Gray 2

ChengJeremy House (G) 015 RI-70 H-G-12 Gray 4

ChungChris Attorney

ChurchNatalie Lobbyist (O)

CollinsCarina House (O) 053 RI-77 S-O-17 Orange 5

CollinsParker Lobbyist (O)

CongKevin House (G) 079 RI-73 H-G-10 Gray 3

DevarakondaKarthik Senate (G) 029 RI-68 S-G-21 Gray 6

DuttaMika Lobbyist (O)

GavankarRuchi House (G) 104 RI-69 H-G-18 Gray 7

GulatiKaran House (G) 049 RI-68 S-G-21 Gray 6

GunniyaPranav Lobbyist (O)

GuptaAlya Senate (G) 023 RI-69 H-G-18 Gray 5

GuptaShiven House (G) 130 RI-73 H-G-10 Gray 6

HongHenry Bill Flow (G) B

HongLily Attorney

IsraelsenQuentin Attorney

JaikumarPranav Attorney

KhadriAdil Lobbyist (O)

KhanMariam Attorney

KhannaArnav Bill Flow (G) B

KhannaNikhil Attorney
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KhannaShreyaa House (G) 124 RI-70 H-G-12 Gray 3

KimJJ House (G) 090 RI-70 H-G-12 Gray 2

KothakondaPravir Senate (G) 052 RI-70 H-G-12 Gray 4

KrawczykMeghan House (G) 020 RI-66 H-G-03 Gray 7

LangfordTanner Attorney

LexmanPrianka Attorney

LintnerLauren House (O) 082 RI-77 S-O-17 Orange 7

MadrechaSamyag Attorney

ManoharanShalu House (O) 008 RI-75 S-O-24 Orange 7

ManoharanSonu LA House (G) Gray 2 (G) B

MapaMia Attorney

MishraYak House (G) 060 RI-74 H-G-06 Gray 2

MohanAkshay House (G) 119 RI-68 S-G-21 Gray 3

MongiaLagan Senate (G) 041 RI-73 H-G-10 Gray 3

MunukutlaSrikamal LA Senate (G) Gray 7 (G) B

NavneethaSruthi Attorney

ParikhZeel Senate (O) 061 RI-75 S-O-24 Orange 4

PatelMeet House (G) 005 RI-67 S-G-24 Gray 7

PattersonJoy Attorney

PaulShristi Senate (O) 055 RI-75 S-O-24 Orange 7

Pula Rocky House (G) 033 RI-67 S-G-24 Gray 1

QuarantaKiara Newspaper

RahmanAdil Senate (G) 059 RI-67 S-G-24 Gray 7

RaoMihir Attorney

RavindraAnish House (G) 101 RI-68 S-G-21 Gray 4

ReillyShannon House (O) 038 RI-76 H-O-20 Orange 6

RuhdeNathan Attorney

SadigaleTrupti House (G) 110 RI-69 H-G-18 Gray 6

SamuelJosh Lobbyist (O)

SathappanAjay House (G) 114 RI-67 S-G-24 Gray 2

SethiMeher Bill Flow (G) B

ShahShrina Lobbyist (O)

SherievesKeana Attorney

SinghArushi House (O) 094 RI-75 S-O-24 Orange 5

SmithMichael Attorney

StraterZac Senate (O) 044 RI-76 H-O-20 Orange 6

SunkaraAmani Attorney

SweeneyEllen Senate (O) 011 RI-77 S-O-17 Orange 5

TabbJosh House (G) 135 RI-74 H-G-06 Gray 6
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TawawallaHuzefa House (G) 084 RI-73 H-G-10 Gray 7

ThennarasuAshlynne Senate (G) 066 RI-66 H-G-03 Gray 6

ThyvelikakathCrista Attorney

Todd Tara Senate (O) 049 RI-76 H-O-20 Orange 1

WilliamsLandon Sgt. House (O)

West Frankfort
Brown Campbell Lobbyist (O)

BroyMaleah Senate (O) 048 RIII-28 S-O-09 Orange 6

FlenerDottie House (O) 017 RIII-28 S-O-09 Orange 7

HannersAmber Lobbyist (O)

HawkinsWesley House/Chap (O) 120 RIII-29 S-O-05 Orange 1

KentAndrew Senate (O) 006 RIII-27 S-O-02 Orange 1

LevantiSarah House (O) 013 RIII-28 S-O-09 Orange 3

MendenallAlexis LA House (O) Orange 1 (O) A

PernitskyMax House (O) 072 RIII-29 S-O-05 Orange 2

RichCaitlin Senate (O) 052 RIII-27 S-O-02 Orange 5

Richardson-VeilShane House (O) 114 RIII-27 S-O-02 Orange 6

ShoragaTaylor Senate (O) 015 RIII-28 S-O-09 Orange 3

StevensAustin Lobbyist (O)

TrentMacKenzie House (O) 087 RIII-27 S-O-02 Orange 1

WeeksOlivia Senate (O) 035 RIII-29 S-O-05 Orange 2

WollesenSarah Lobbyist (O)

Westmont High School
AddiAaron House (B) 126 RII-38 H-B-24 Blue 2

BhoopalamAnika House (B) 012 RII-41 H-B-02 Blue 4

GamboaSebastian Senate (B) 059 RII-38 H-B-24 Blue 7

GedraitisMatt House (B) 078 RII-41 H-B-02 Blue 5

KareshJohnny Senate (B) 057 RII-38 H-B-24 Blue 3

PradoLucy House (B) 025 RII-41 H-B-02 Blue 1

PriceConnor Senate (B) 004 RII-41 H-B-02 Blue 1

RosolKatie House (B) 101 RII-38 H-B-24 Blue 7

Wheaton North High School
AllenMaggie Senate (G) 033 RI-78 S-G-10 Gray 3

DanielsonSasha House (G) 036 RI-78 S-G-10 Gray 2

EnsingAnna Attorney

FlemingClaire Senate (G) 009 RI-79 S-G-06 Gray 2

HeggelandJared House (G) 012 RI-78 S-G-10 Gray 3

HeinzAlex Attorney

Kaminski Danny Lobbyist (G)
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KasztelanClaudia Sgt. House (G)

LoweParker Newspaper

MadiolKaty Lobbyist (G)

MahrCalla House (G) 082 RI-79 S-G-06 Gray 7

MancusoGrace Newspaper

MarksChloe House (G) 053 RI-79 S-G-06 Gray 2

MuellerClaire LA House (G) Gray 3 (G) A

PastoreEmma Newspaper

Pietras Liv Newspaper

SchwagerQuinn Senate (G) 056 RI-78 S-G-10 Gray 1

StaronIsabelle LA Senate (G) Gray 4 (G) A

StrongMarina Attorney

TiberiTrent Lobbyist (G)

Wheaton Warrenville South
AbrahamAndrew LA House (B) Blue 1 (B) B

AmenMaggie Attorney

AmenPatrick House (O) 001 RI-90 S-O-12 Orange 4

AmroLina Lobbyist (B)

ArrigoAmy Lobbyist (B)

BanaszewskiTheo Senate (B) 018 RI-80 S-B-03 Blue 1

BarronAnnika Lobbyist (B)

BresserJonathan Attorney

CisarMichael House (B) 103 RI-89 S-B-22 Chair Blue 7

CoxJulia Senate (O) 024 RI-88 S-O-10 Orange 3

CoxSam House (B) 042 RI-80 S-B-03 Blue 1

DesaiDhilan Attorney

DudekNicole LA Senate (B) Blue 2 (B) A

DyslinLiz Senate (B) 055 RI-81 S-B-06 Blue 2

FarruggioMary Rose Attorney

GrahamLogan House (B) 117 RI-84 S-B-13 Blue 7

GrebeCarson LA Senate (B) Blue 3 (B) B

HechtConnell Senate (B) 008 RI-82 H-B-10 Blue 3

HillErika Clerk-Bailiff

HuberBrad House (O) 030 RI-90 S-O-12 Orange 3

JanosyBen Attorney

JohnsonBraedan Attorney

JonesMichael Attorney

KnappJim Lobbyist (B)

KoppEthan House (O) 105 RI-90 S-O-12 Orange 2

49



Name Role Chamber Color Seat # Prelim Bill Final Bill Committee Forum Color LA Group

KurowskiJulian House (B) 001 RI-80 S-B-03 Blue 6

LaveenEllis House (B) 059 RI-82 H-B-10 Blue 7

LechChristian Lobbyist (B)

LemnaRuth House (B) 075 RI-81 S-B-06 Blue 2

LewaniakCarleigh Lobbyist (B)

MahoneyClaire House (O) 102 RI-87 S-O-07 Orange 6

MichalakSolomon Senate (B) 043 RI-84 S-B-13 Blue 4

Moneysmith Laurel House (B) 011 RI-82 H-B-10 Blue 3

MongeDaisy Lobbyist (B)

MorrowSam Lobbyist (B)

MoscardiniMichael Senate (B) 049 RI-89 S-B-22 Blue 6

NenningerKayla House (O) 116 RI-87 S-O-07 Orange 5

NicholsonSarah Attorney

NigrelliEmma Lobbyist (B)

NordmarkElizabeth Senate (O) 003 RI-85 S-O-03 Orange 1

NordmarkRachel LA House (B) Blue 1 (B) B

NuttallDoug Senate (O) 039 RI-87 S-O-07 Orange 2

O'ConnellKelly House (O) 097 RI-85 S-O-03 Orange 1

O'ConnorCasey Attorney

PanditSulayman LA House (B) Blue 2 (B) A

ParchStephen Attorney

PerlmanGrace Lobbyist (B)

PizzaAndrew Attorney

RajNishanth Lobbyist (B)

ReidKendall House (O) 091 RI-87 S-O-07 Orange 2

ReinertAbby House (O) 135 RI-85 S-O-03 Orange 2

RouseLauren Attorney

SkwierczynskiDave Clerk-Bailiff

SottrelHenry Lobbyist (B)

StavigEvan House (B) 069 RI-84 S-B-13 Blue 4

Strandberg Lindsey House (O) 057 RI-88 S-O-10 Orange 2

StrongMatt House (B) 088 RI-89 S-B-22 Blue 7

StumbrisDylan Lobbyist (B)

TavolinoAbby House (B) 125 RI-82 H-B-10 Blue 6

TaylorMadeline House (B) 054 RI-81 S-B-06 Blue 6

TomasVal Video

Trowbridge Laura House (O) 060 RI-88 S-O-10 Orange 3

WalshJared Senate (B) 030 RI-89 S-B-22 Blue 7

WeisAllie House (O) 075 RI-88 S-O-10 Orange 4
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ZessinMichael Senate (O) 017 RI-90 S-O-12 Orange 4

William H. Taft High School
GutierrezKaela House (B) 048 RII-40 S-B-07 Blue 2

JalochaWill House (B) 112 RII-42 S-B-04 Blue 5

KlimaAlexis House (B) 045 RII-42 S-B-04 Blue 1

KondrakVictoria House (B) 127 RII-40 S-B-07 Blue 4

PerezJen House (B) 085 RII-40 S-B-07 Blue 3

UrquhartKristy Senate (B) 058 RII-42 S-B-04 Blue 1

VallecillosMartin House (B) 080 RII-42 S-B-04 Blue 7

Williamsville High School
AllenAvery Bill Flow (B) B

AndrewsProvidence Senate (B) 027 RIII-12 S-B-15 Blue 7

BartlettLauren Lobbyist/ADL (B)

BookHunter LA Senate (B) Blue 1 (B) A

BrennanHannah Senate (B) 037 RIII-06 H-B-21 Blue 6

CoadyDamon LA House (B) Blue 3 (B) A

ColeCarson Newspaper

CollinsKatie Newspaper

CritesValeria Lobbyist (B)

FisherAhabb Senate (B) 048 RIII-10 H-B-09 Blue 1

FortnerEvan Senate (B) 063 RIII-07 H-B-25 Blue 7

FreschiNick Senate (B) 039 RIII-08 S-B-02 Blue 1

FuitenAudrey Newspaper

FulgenziAnnie House (B) 008 RIII-08 S-B-02 Blue 1

HofferkampThomas House (B) 076 RIII-10 H-B-09 Blue 3

HoltonGrace Senate (B) 007 RIII-09 H-B-06 Blue 2

HortonZoë House (B) 102 RIII-06 H-B-21 Blue 4

JamesAaron Senate (B) 051 RIII-10 H-B-09 Blue 3

KellerMike House (B) 034 RIII-10 H-B-09 Blue 2

KernZeke Senate (B) 014 RIII-11 H-B-12 Blue 4

KienzlerJulia Senate (B) 045 RIII-12 S-B-15 Chair Blue 5

KluemkeLeah House (B) 104 RIII-06 H-B-21 Blue 6

KoontzAshley Bill Flow (B) A

LandmarkTuva Senate (B) 010 RIII-08 S-B-02 Blue 2

MartinMaria LA Senate (B) Blue 7 (B) A

McBrideAnna Lobbyist (B)

MenendezDominic Sgt. House (B)

MillerJeffrey House (B) 116 RIII-11 H-B-12 Blue 6

MoolAllison House (B) 041 RIII-09 H-B-06 Blue 2
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MooreHayden House (B) 082 RIII-12 S-B-15 Blue 6

MurrayErica House (B) 013 RIII-09 H-B-06 Blue 1

O'ConnerScott House (B) 113 RIII-07 H-B-25 Blue 5

PennellOlivia House (B) 016 RIII-08 S-B-02 Blue 3

PensabeneEllie Lobbyist (B)

PlakeCarissa Lobbyist/ADL (B)

PowellKolton Newspaper

PowellKonrad House (B) 110 RIII-07 H-B-25 Blue 6

PriorHeather LA Senate (B) Blue 3 (B) B

RatliffMadie Newspaper

RayPeyton House (B) 056 RIII-06 H-B-21 Blue 1

SaginsTommy House (B) 097 RIII-11 H-B-12 Blue 4

SarginsonLogan Lobbyist (B)

SchmulbachKindelle House (B) 061 RIII-12 S-B-15 Blue 5

Sloman Maddie Newspaper

SpaniolBill House/Chap (B) 052 RIII-07 H-B-25 Blue 7

WomackAndrew Lobbyist (B)

ZiembaShelby Senate (B) 001 RIII-09 H-B-06 Blue 7
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ILLINOIS YMCA YOUTH AND GOVERNMENT  
SPRINGFIELD ASSEMBLY 

 
 

BLUE LEGISLATURE 
COMMITTEE ASSIGNMENTS 
BLUE 1  
Committee Chair: Rep. Abril Hunter 
H-B-01 Dietary Surcharges 
H-B-02 Pension Funding Act 
H-B-03 School District Choice 
S-B-01 Motorcycle Helmets 
S-B-02 Community College Nursing Programs 
S-B-03 Firework Safety 
S-B-04 Flexible learning time 

BLUE 2  
Committee Chair: Rep. Prajit Chatterjee 
H-B-04 Unclaimed Lottery Ticket Money 
H-B-05 Financial aid for art institutions and school 

art and music programs 
H-B-06 Legislative Redistricting 
H-B-07 Protection of Undocumented Students 
S-B-05 Criminal Reporting 
S-B-06 Health and Safety 
S-B-07 Smoking in Public Parks 

BLUE 3  
Committee Chair: Rep. Maddie Pietranek 
H-B-08 Work Study pay to College Athletes 
H-B-09 Mandating the maximum cost of medical 

EpiPens  
H-B-10 Void Soda Tax 
S-B-08 Probation Laws for Sex Offenders 
S-B-09 Homeless Support 
S-B-10 Mandatory Police Training  
S-B-11 Protection of genetic information  

BLUE 4  
Committee Chair: Rep. Sydney Pilling 
H-B-11 Cultural Graduation Requirement 
H-B-12 Rounding up after tax transactions  
H-B-13 Police Sensitivity Training 
H-B-14 Revenue Generating Recreational Marijuana 
S-B-12 Public Transit 
S-B-13 Indigenous Peoples Day 
S-B-14 Legislative Eligibility 

BLUE 5  
Committee Chair: Sen. Julia Kienzler 
H-B-15 Public Aid 
H-B-16 Minimum wage based on age 
H-B-17 Mandatory insurance for bicyclists 
S-B-15 Euthanasia 
S-B-16 Equal Pay for Women 
S-B-17 Mandatory Hospital Security Police 
S-B-18 Decriminalize all minor drug possessions 

 
 

 
 
 
BLUE 6  
Committee Chair: Rep. Roshini Balasubramanian 
H-B-18 Paternity Leave 
H-B-19 Nutrition 
H-B-20 Free college tuition for two years 
H-B-21 Menstrual Products for Homeless Women 
S-B-19 Legalization of Fireworks 
S-B-20 Statute of limitation of DNA procession for 

rape charges 
S-B-21 Nuclear Waste Disposal 
BLUE 7  
Committee Chair: Rep. Michael Cisar 
H-B-22 State Finance 
H-B-23 School Tax Levy 
H-B-24 Age to deliver Alcohol 
H-B-25 Mandatory drug testing for extracurricular 

activities 
S-B-22 Incarceration 
S-B-23 Foster Care 
S-B-24 Driving Curfews 
S-B-25 Percentage of part-time workers
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GRAY LEGISLATURE 
COMMITTEE ASSIGNMENTS 
GRAY 1  
Committee Chair: Rep. Bailey Carruthers 
H-G-01 Critical Health Problems and Comprehensive 

Health Education Act 
H-G-02 Telecommunications and Internet Service 
H-G-03 Insanity 
H-G-04 Athletic Trainer Requirement 
S-G-01 Senior Driving 
S-G-02 Capping tax on 911 calls 
S-G-03 Illinois Law Enforcement Training and 

Requirement Regulations 

GRAY 2  
Committee Chair: Rep. Megan Bi 
H-G-05 Lower Drinking Ages 
H-G-06 Vocational Schools 
H-G-07 Environmental Inspections 
S-G-04 Funding and Oversight of Charter Schools 
S-G-05 Criminal Offenses 
S-G-06 Police Training Act 
S-G-07 Taxation of lottery  

GRAY 3  
Committee Chair: Rep. Maddie Chew 
H-G-08 Family Leave 
H-G-09 Illinois Finance 
H-G-10 The creation of vocational schools 
H-G-11 College Applications 
S-G-08 Medical Bribery 
S-G-09 Pharmacy Practicing Act  
S-G-10 Private School Vouchers 

GRAY 4  
Committee Chair: Sen. Brianna Malone 
H-G-12 Traffic Tickets 
H-G-13 Class Size 
H-G-15 Community Service 
S-G-11 Interior Design Title Act 
S-G-12 Use of Neonicotinoid Pesticide 
S-G-13 Pet Adoption 
S-G-14 Tax Relief for environmental friendly 

companies 

GRAY 5  
Committee Chair: Sen. Fayha Nazeer 
H-G-16 Naloxone Availability on high school campus 
H-G-17 Mental Health and Dev. Disabilities 
H-G-18 Affirmative Action 
S-G-15 Solar Power 
S-G-16 Late Start 
S-G-17 Mandatory mental health class for teachers 
S-G-18 Senior Driver Licenses 

 

GRAY 6  
Committee Chair: Sen. Kayva Vedurmudi 
H-G-19 General Election Provisions 
H-G-20 Music Education 
H-G-21 Incentivizing Self Defense and Safety 

Physical Education Classes  
H-G-22 Non-binary as a third gender 
S-G-19 Participatory Budget Mandate 
S-G-20 Sale of animals in pet shops 
S-G-21 Tax Deductions for Electric Vehicles 

GRAY 7  
Committee Chairs: Sen. Jordan Athas, Sen. Anuva 
Shandilya 
H-G-14 DNR Funding 
H-G-23 Legal Age to get a tattoo 
H-G-24 Tips and Minimum Wage 
H-G-25 Family Support Demonstration Project; drug 

testing for foster parents 
S-G-22 Driver Licensing 
S-G-23 Modification of Curfew driving hours for 

minors 
S-G-24 Stem Cell Therapy 
S-G-25 Police, Fire & Emergency Services 
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ORANGE LEGISLATURE 
COMMITTEE ASSIGNMENTS 
ORANGE 1 
Committee Chair: Rep. Jaycee Garner 
H-O-01 Wind Turbines 
H-O-02 Drinking Age 
H-O-03 Welfare Fraud 
S-O-01 Medical Proficiency Exams for military 

personnel 
S-O-02 Soda Tax 
S-O-03 Baseline Concussion Tests 
S-O-04 Term Limits for Governor 

ORANGE 2  
Committee Chair: Sen. Lauryn Willis 
H-O-04 Student School Board Representatives 
H-O-05 School Late Start 
H-O-06 Parole 
H-O-07 Campaign Donations 
S-O-05 Assisted Suicide 
S-O-06 Employment Applications 
S-O-07 University Application Fees 

ORANGE 3  
Committee Chair: Rep. Tom Spencer 
H-O-08 Change of Election cycles 
H-O-09 School Counseling Services 
H-O-10 Voter Qualifications 
S-O-08 Voting Regulations- Photo Identification 
S-O-09 Consolidation of school districts and 

superintendents 
S-O-10 Stray Dogs and Cats 
S-O-11 Income Tax and Organ Donation 
ORANGE 4 
Committee Chair: Rep. Alice Lopera 
H-O-11 Event Security 
H-O-12 Criminal Procedure  
H-O-13 Sale of Motor Vehicles on Sunday 
H-O-14 Graduated drivers licenses 
S-O-12 Pension Brackets 
S-O-13 College Tuition 
S-O-14 Fracking Regulation and Licensure 

ORANGE 5  
Committee Chairs: Sen. Sarah Abraham, Sen. Liz Kang 
H-O-15 Lower Drinking Age 
H-O-16 Misdemeanor charge for speeding 
H-O-17 Environment Incentives 
H-O-18 Sale of fireworks 
S-O-15 House Alarms 
S-O-16 Welfare 
S-O-17 How the Electoral College casts their vote 

for president 
S-O-18 Falsifying rape accusations 

ORANGE 6  
Committee Chair: Rep. Morgan Cardenas 
H-O-19 Illinois Nuclear Facility Safety Act. 
H-O-20 Energy and Education 
H-O-21 Libraries 
S-O-19 Speed while passing 
S-O-20 Animal Welfare 
S-O-21 Rights and Remedies under Corrections 
S-O-22 Legal Age to get Abortion 

ORANGE 7  
Committee Chair: Rep. Eli Gunter 
H-O-22 Organ/Donor Registration 
H-O-23 Banning the sale of animals from mills 
H-O-24 Deposits on Recyclables 
H-O-25 Teen Driving and Curfew  
S-O-23 School Health Mandatory Mental Health Unit 
S-O-24 Gun Regulation 
S-O-25 Legal Age of Marriage 
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PRAYER FOR THE BLUE HOUSE 

Dear Lord, 

As we come together in the Capital today, I ask on behalf of the Youth 

and Government program for Your grace upon our endeavors. I pray 

that You may guide us in this educational event to receive every ounce 

of benefit from it. Help us to recognize the good in each other and to 

understand the viewpoints of everyone. That being said Lord, we also 

pray for strength to speak up for truth and the good of your creation. 

This program is a stepping stone to civil service and also an avenue for 

leadership. We recognize that leadership positions result from You 

calling us to service of others and not the trampling of your people. We 

are blessed to live in a nation that gives every person an opportunity to 

live their life how they please, but I pray that through Your grace we 

can each in our freedom have the strength to put You and others before 

ourselves. 

We ask this through your Son, our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ. 

Amen. 

William Spaniol 
Chaplain 
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STATE OF ILLINOIS 

Sixty-Ninth Session 

Illinois Youth Legislature 

Introduced by: Referred to Committee: Blue 1

Senate Sponsor: Aidan Meadows

House Sponsor: Joy Mazur

Delegation: Batavia High School

A BILL 

For an Act creating Chapter 215 of the Illinois Compiled Statutes, Article 105,  Section VIII, 
Subsection b, relating to Minimum Benefits. 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE YMCA YOUTH LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ILLINOIS. 

Section I. This bill will mandate that insurance companies including, but not limited to third party 1 
insurance companies, reimburse medically necessary dietary surcharges on gluten-free food items 2 
so long as the proper documentation of the purchase of said food items is provided. 3 

Section II. All insurance companies who provide insurance in the state of Illinois must 4 
reimburse surcharges on gluten free items in accordance with the current Illinois Compiled 5 
Statutes. 6 

Section III. Medically necessary as defined in Section I relates to any individual who requires a diet 7 
consisting of non-gluten based food items. Such diseases that would require such a diet include 8 
celiac disease, dermatitis herpetiformis, and wheat allergies. Insurance companies must reimburse 9 
those who provide proper medical documentation of their disease or allergy and costs on gluten-10 
free food items. 11 

Section IV. The minimum benefit stated in this bill will be enforced by the regulations set forth in 12 

the Illinois insurance regulatory law. 13 

Section V. This bill does not require funding; each respective insurance company covers the cost of 14 
their individual clients based on the distribution of cost as with other Minimum Benefits. 15 

Section VI. This Bill shall go into effect on September 13, 2018 upon the signature of the Youth 16 

Governor of the State of Illinois. 17 
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STATE OF ILLINOIS 

Sixty-Eighth Session 
Illinois Youth Legislature 

 

Introduced by: Referred to Committee: Blue 1 

Senate Sponsor: Connor Price 

House Sponsor:  Lucy Prado 

Co-Sponsors:      Anika Bhoopalam, Matthew Gedraitis 

Delegation:         Westmont High School 

A BILL 

For an Act, of the Illinois Compiled Statutes, relating to funding for the recovery of the pension 
debt. 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE YMCA YOUTH LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ILLINOIS.

Section I. This Bill will enact a tax will place the standard 6.25% sales tax on over the counter 1 
medicine to help reduce pension debt in Illinois without encroachment upon one’s income. 2 

Section II. The funds obtained from this tax will go towards the pension debt, with the Illinois 3 
Department of Revenue seeing to proper allocations of the funds. 4 

Section III. Over the counter medications, or OTCs, are any drug, pill, powder, salve or other 5 
preparation for human use that aims to alleviate pain, cure, prevent illness, mitigate symptoms of a 6 
condition, or possess other medical qualities, that can be bought without any prescription or 7 
special permissions. 8 

Section IV. The liability for the payment for the tax in this bill is placed upon the purchaser of the 9 
OTC medication, and not upon the retailer or distributor of it, as this is not a tax upon the 10 
occupations of the retailers and distributors, meaning that tax will only be applied once purchased 11 
by the consumer. 12 

Section V. Retailers are required to apply the Sales Tax to any OTC medications they sell, and 13 
failure by the retailer to file tax returns will result in a Late Filing Penalty from the Illinois 14 
Department of Revenue to any person(s) who are directly responsible for the tax returns. 15 
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Section VI. The tax on OTC medicines will be treated with the same procedures as any other 16 
product with the 6.25% Sales Tax, these procedures being outlined in the Retailers’ Occupation Tax 17 
Act (35 ILCS 120/1 - 120/14). 18 

Section VII. Records of transactions must be kept accurately and remain accessible at all times. 19 
Failure to record taxes or file tax returns in such a manner can result in fines decided by the Illinois 20 
Department of Revenue. Repeated offences can lead to seizure of business assets, as with any 21 
other tax violation. 22 

Section VIII. Exemptions of this tax will include as follows, citizens who provide evidence of tax 23 
exempt status, who are purchasing as an agent or employee of a non-profit organization or 24 
government entity, and senior citizen organizations in need of OTC medications, of which all are 25 
liable to apply for exemption. 26 

Section IX. This Bill shall go into effect on August 1, 2019 upon the signature of the Youth 27 
Governor of the State of Illinois. 28 
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STATE OF ILLINOIS 

Sixty-Ninth Session 
Illinois Youth Legislature 

 

Introduced by:  Referred to Committee: Blue 1 

Senate Sponsor: Zach Friese  

House Sponsor: Justin Winters  

Co-Sponsors:  David Stull, Dylan West 

Delegation:  Carmel Catholic 
 

A BILL 
 

For an Act creating 105 ILCS 5/37, of the Illinois Compiled Statutes, relating to educational 
opportunity for the Illinois high school student. 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE YMCA YOUTH LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ILLINOIS.

Section I. All students in the 9-12 grade range will have the option to enroll into  whichever Illinois 1 
public school they desire. It will be left up to individual schools on how to manage their own 2 
registration systems. All public Illinois universities are required to fill 70% of their undergraduate 3 
admission slots to in-state undergraduate applicants. 4 

Section II. An Illinois public high school is defined in 105 ILCS 5/1-3 as any "common school", "free 5 
school" and "public school" operated by authority of this Act. Illinois public universities are defined 6 
in 110 ILCS 205/1 as "Public institutions of higher education", the public community colleges of the 7 
State and any other public universities, colleges and community colleges now or hereafter 8 
established or authorized by the General Assembly.  9 

Section III. To incentivize competition among public educational institutions grades 9 through 12. 10 
State funding will be appropriated to schools based on enrollment numbers. State education 11 
funding per school will be determined by the average educational cost of an Illinois student. Total 12 
appropriated funding for Illinois public high schools will be divided by the average high school 13 
student educational cost and will be distributed based upon enrollment of each Illinois high school. 14 
For each student enrolled in the high school, x amount per student will be awarded to said school 15 
with minimum of $6,000 per student. All Illinois statutes related to state funding of high school 16 
grades 9-12 shall be reviewed and amended accordingly to fit with Sec III by the Illinois General 17 
Assembly by January 1st, 2020. If enrollment numbers are found to be false, funds are withheld  18 
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until correctly reported to the Illinois State Board of Education. Local taxes and funding towards 19 
educational districts are unchanged. Taxpayers will still contribute to their local schools based on 20 
the current system in place. 21 

Section IV. Taxpayers within their designated school district are given priority and special rights 22 
while those from out of district are secondary in nature. If capacity is reached as determined by 23 
individual school, those living within the school district receive priority in registration acceptance; 24 
this applies solely to freshman year registration. Those who have been registered in a previous year 25 
are guaranteed registration acceptance. Public school institutions are given explicit authority to 26 
expel students based upon their individual behavior and/or academic standards; individual school 27 
standards must be applied equally. Students living within school district borders of the school they 28 
attend are protected against expulsion. Admission decision systems for out of district students are 29 
left up to individual school administrations to construct and are given the freedom to create 30 
necessary and proper systems that benefit individual school needs. 31 

Section V. Failure to comply with any statutes included within this bill will result in 75% loss of 32 
state funding enforced by the Illinois State Board of Education and, if needed, the state 33 
comptroller.  34 

Section VI. This Bill shall go into effect on July 1, 2020 upon the signature of the Youth Governor 35 
of the State of Illinois. 36 
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STATE OF ILLINOIS 

Sixty-Ninth Session 
Illinois Youth Legislature 

Introduced by: Referred to Committee: Blue 2 

Senate Sponsor: Sarah Herring 

House Sponsor: Paul Davis 

Co-Sponsors: Maddie Pietranek and Sydney Pilling 

Delegation:  Carmel Catholic 

A BILL 

For an Act Amending Chapter 120 Section 2, of the Illinois Compiled Statutes, relating to Illinois 

State Lottery. 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE YMCA YOUTH LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ILLINOIS.

Section I. The money originally allocated for the State’s Common School Fund will be transferred to 1 
the SAT Prep Assistance Fund in the State Treasury, except as provided in subsection (o) of Section 2 
9.1 and Sections 21.5, 21.6, 21.7, and 21.9. All net revenue from the Illinois State Lottery will be 3 
deposited into the fund to be solely used by that of the Illinois State Board of Education for the 4 
making of need based grants to provide SAT prep for high school juniors planning on attending a 5 
college or university. It will be up to the Illinois State Board of Education to determine how they will 6 
distribute the grants to students in order to best suit the needs of the students. 7 

The term “net revenue” refers to the total amount of profit raised from ticket sales less than the 8 
sum of the amount paid out in prizes and the administrative expenses of the Department of the 9 
Lottery with the exception of those provided in subsection (o) of Section 9.1 and Sections 21.5, 10 
21.6, 21.7, and 21.9. 11 

Section II. Students seeking the need based grants for SAT prep must meet the following 12 

qualifications of (a.) living below the federal poverty line (b.) have a minimum GPA of a 2.7 (c.) 13 

planning on attending a college or university following the completion of their senior year.  14 

Section III. This bill will be enforced by the Department of the Lottery and will be held accountable 15 

through regulation, audits, reports, and enduring operational oversight. 16 

Section IV. This bill will be enforced by the Department of the Lottery and will be held accountable 17 

through regulation, audits, reports, and enduring operational oversight. 18 

Section V. This Bill shall go into effect on 1 January, 2019 upon the signature of the Youth 19 

Governor of the State of Illinois. 20 
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STATE OF ILLINOIS 

Sixty-Ninth Session 

Illinois Youth Legislature 

Introduced by: Referred to Committee: Blue 2 

Senate Sponsor: Aaron Richard 

House Sponsor: Andrew Hunter

Co-Sponsors: John Cunnar and Matthew Hiller 

Delegation: Batavia 

A BILL 

For an Act creating Chapter 205, Section 725 of the Illinois Compiled Statues, relating to Financial 

Aid for Art Institutions and School Fine Art Programs. 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE YMCA YOUTH LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ILLINOIS. 

Section I. This bill will produce property tax breaks for cultural institutions and financial aid for 1 

schools whose fine arts programs are in danger of being cut. 2 

Section II. A cultural institution is defined as any public or private institution whose main purpose 3 

is the preservation or production of fine arts. Examples include, but are not limited to: Art Studios, 4 

Music Halls, Instrument Stores, and more. Restaurants or other institutions that hold fine art-5 

related events but not as their primary purpose or personal studios in private homes will not be 6 

offered property tax breaks under this bill. Cultural Institutions will have to register with the Illinois 7 

Department of Revenue as a cultural institution to receive a 6.9% cut in their property tax, 8 

effective after this bill is signed. The property tax rate on the property will return to normal if the 9 

institution stops meeting the requirements of being a cultural institution for any reason. 10 

Section III. Financial aid for school fine art programs will be made available by this bill. Fine arts 11 

programs include school music, art, theatre, and dance programs. Any Illinois elementary, middle or 12 

high school with already existing fine art programs can apply for debt-free financial aid for their 13 

fine arts programs if the schools can prove that their fine arts programs will be completely or 14 

significantly cut without government help. Schools will have to apply for financial aid through the 15 

Illinois Department of Education every year and will be given the same amount of money needed to 16 

sufficiently run those programs in previous years if they are approved. The Department of 17 

Education will check on schools each year to make sure money is spent solely on their fine arts 18 
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programs and any leftover funds will spillover into their fine art budget the following year. Schools 19 

are still allowed to add to their own fine art budgets, if they do they can earn 33.3% of what they 20 

supplied in addition to what they received that year the following year from this bill if they still 21 

qualify for financial aid. Failure to comply with the use of budget restrictions will result in a lost of 22 

this aid for 3 years before being able to apply again. 23 

Section IV. Redirecting $5 Million a year from the Illinois Lottery Common School Fund will provide 24 

funding for Section III of this bill. Any leftover money will be added to funding for the next year. 25 

Section V. This Bill shall go into effect on May 1, 2018 upon the signature of the Youth Governor 26 

of the State of Illinois. 27 
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STATE OF ILLINOIS 

Sixty-Ninth Session 
Illinois Youth Legislature 

Introduced by: Referred to Committee: Blue 2 

Senate Sponsor: Grace Holton 

House Sponsor: Allison Mool 

Co-Sponsors: Erica Murray, Shelby Ziemba 

Delegation:  Williamsville High School 

A BILL 

For an Act amending Chapter 10, Section 91, of the Illinois Compiled Statutes, relating to 

legislative redistricting. 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE YMCA YOUTH LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ILLINOIS.

Section I. Illinois State legislative districts shall be drawn using an algorithm and an independent 1 
committee. 2 

Section II. The state shall utilize open source software created at the University of Illinois. It is 3 
available to the public and examined.  4 

Section III. This algorithm will produce maps based on the criteria of population, race, city lines, 5 
etc. Decisions for basis of algorithm will be decided by the State General Board of Elections. 6 

Section IV. The State General Board of Elections will run the algorithm and submit the maps to the 7 
committee. 8 

Section V. The independent committee will consist of 7 members. They will be equal part Democrats 9 
and Republicans, with one additional nonpartisan member. Parties must submit 5 candidates 3 10 
months before the census is released to the Governor’s office. The Governor will choose 3 from 11 
each party to join committee within a month of the nominations. 12 

Section VI. Members selected will select the nonpartisan member. If they cannot agree by a month 13 
before the census is released, the State Supreme Court will select the seventh member. 14 

Section VII. No members can be in an elected position at the time of nomination. 15 

Section VIII. The use of the algorithm will be funded by the State Board of Elections’ funds. The 16 
committee will be made up of volunteers. 17 

Section IX. This Bill shall go into effect on January 1, 2019 upon the signature of the Youth 18 
Governor of the State of Illinois. 19 
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STATE OF ILLINOIS 

Sixty-Ninth Session 
Illinois Youth Legislature 

Introduced by: Referred to Committee: Blue 2 

Senate Sponsor: Leslie Martinez 

House Sponsor: Jessica Vences  

Co-Sponsors: Cristian Carrillo

Delegation: Eisenhower  

A BILL 

For an Act Amending Chapter 5, Section 160/1 of the Illinois Compiled Statutes, relating to 
Undocumented Persons and Institutions.  

BE IT ENACTED BY THE YMCA YOUTH LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ILLINOIS.

Section I. Amendment that would make it mandatory to train all employees of the state funded 1 
institutions referred to in the Illinois Trust Act in the “Know Your Rights” Movement sponsored by 2 
Illinois chapter of the US Department of Health and Human Services 3 

Section II. Institutions include: State-funded schools, including licensed day care centers, pre-4 
schools, and other early learning programs; elementary and secondary schools, and institutions of 5 
higher education; State-funded medical treatment and health care facilities, including hospitals, 6 
health clinics, emergency or urgent care facilities, nursing homes, group homes for persons with 7 
developmental disabilities, community-integrated living arrangements, and State mental health 8 
facilities; facilities operated by the Office of the Secretary of State; and circuit courts, State 9 
appellate courts, or the Supreme Court.  10 

Section III. State funded schools are also to make it mandatory for students to be trained and 11 
informed.  12 

Section IV. All trainings must be done by a member of the Health and Human Services Department 13 
between the months of May and August, all school trainings must be completed within the first 14 
month of the initial start date of the school. 15 

Section V. Any institution who chooses to opt out of training their peoples or employees can do so 16 
by paying a non-negotiable penalty of $25,000 per each year opted out. 17 

Section VI. Funding for the training shall come from all collected opt out penalties and an additional 18 
Illinois price increase on tobacco products and cigarettes in the amount of $0.25. 19 

Section VII. This Bill shall go into effect on July 1, 2018 upon the signature of the Youth Governor 20 
of the State of Illinois. 21 
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STATE OF ILLINOIS 

Sixty-Ninth Session 
Illinois Youth Legislature 

 

Introduced by: Referred to Committee: Blue 3 

Senate Sponsor: Kira Nussbaum 

House Sponsor: McKenzie Chamberlain 

Co-Sponsors:  

Delegation:  Gateway Region YMCA 

A BILL 

For an Act amending section 103/302 of the Illinois Compiled Statutes, relating to College Athletes. 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE YMCA YOUTH LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ILLINOIS.

Section I. Law This bill will allow for student athletes who attend D1 colleges in the state of Illinois 1 
to be paid a work-study during their sport’s season. 2 

Section II. Administration Division 1 schools will compensate student athletes during their sport 3 
season through a federal work-study. A federal work-study provides jobs for undergraduate and 4 
graduate students with financial need, allowing them to earn extra money to help pay for college 5 
expenses and the cost of living. 6 

Section III Funding. The funding for this bill will be provided for by the NCAA. Each year, about 60 7 
percent of all NCAA revenue is returned directly to the Division I conferences and member 8 
institutions. For the 2011-12 fiscal year, that figure was $503 million (62 percent). As of 2012, 9 
$66.1 million dollars was set-aside for the Student-Athlete Assistance Fund. 10 

Section IV. This Bill shall go into effect on January 1, 2019 upon the signature of the Youth 11 
Governor of the State of Illinois. 12 
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STATE OF ILLINOIS 

Sixty-Ninth Session 
Illinois Youth Legislature 

Introduced by: Referred to Committee: Blue 3 

Senate Sponsor: Michael Keller  

House Sponsor: Thomas Hofferkamp

Co-Sponsors: Ahabb Fisher and Aaron James 

Delegation: Williamsville  

A BILL 

For an Act creating Chapter 410, Section 26, of the Illinois Compiled Statutes, relating to cost of 

EpiPens. 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE YMCA YOUTH LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ILLINOIS.

Section I. The maximum cost of an EpiPen will be limited to make it more affordable for those who 1 

need it.     2 

Section II. The profit made off EpiPens can only be 60% of the cost.     3 

Section III. The patient that is seeking an EpiPen will need a diagnosis form an allergist for 4 

insurance to assist with the already lowered cost. Those who have health insurance with a 5 

deductible that is too high to make that practical may pay out of pocket. 6 

Section IV. This bill will go into effect on June 1, 2018 upon the signature of the Youth Governor of 7 

the State of Illinois. 8 
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STATE OF ILLINOIS 

Sixty-Ninth Session 

Illinois Youth Legislature 

 

Introduced by: Referred to Committee: Blue 3 

 

Senate Sponsor: Connell Hecht 

House Sponsor: Laurel Moneysmith   

Co-Sponsors:        Ellis Laveen, Abby Tavolino    

Delegation:  Wheaton Warrenville South High School 

A BILL 

For an Act amending chapter 55, section 5, of the Illinois Compiled Statutes relating to taxation. 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE YMCA YOUTH LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ILLINOIS.

Section I.  This bill will change the law that allows home rule units to impose "taxes not based on 1 
the selling or purchase price or gross receipts from the use, sale or purchase of tangible personal 2 
property" to disallow taxation on sweetened beverages. Sweetened beverage means any non-3 
alcoholic beverage, carbonated or noncarbonated, which is intended for human consumption and 4 
contains any caloric sweetener or non-caloric sweetener, and is available for sale in a bottle or 5 
produced for sale through the use of syrup and/or powder. Sweetened beverage does not include 6 
(1) beverages consisting of 100% natural fruit or vegetable juice; (2) beverages in which milk, or 7 
soy, rice, or similar milk substitute, makes up more than 50% of the beverage or is the first listed 8 
ingredient on the label of the beverage; (3) beverages to which a purchaser can add, or can request 9 
that a retailer add, caloric sweetener or non-caloric sweetener; (4) infant formula; (5) beverages for 10 
medical use; (6) any liquid sold as a therapeutic nutritional meal replacement or for use for weight 11 
reduction as a meal replacement; or (7) any syrup or powder that the purchaser himself or herself 12 
combines with other ingredients to create a beverage. 13 

Section II.  Should a county choose to violate this law, the county will be forced to pay twice the 14 
amount of the taxes collected by the sweetened beverage tax to the state government until the 15 
county repeals the tax. 16 
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Section III.  This change will be enforced by the state government on a county by county basis. The 17 
state government will monitor county laws to ensure the laws do not violate the ban on sweetened 18 
beverage taxes. The state government will also ensure that any current laws that violate this ban 19 
be rescinded. 20 

Section IV.  This bill requires no funding as there are no current sweetened beverage taxes and 21 
enforcement costs virtually nothing.  22 

Section V.  This Bill shall go into effect on January 1, 2019 upon the signature of the Youth 23 
Governor of the State of Illinois. 24 
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STATE OF ILLINOIS 

Sixty-Ninth Session 
Illinois Youth Legislature 

Introduced by: Referred to Committee: Blue 4 

Senate Sponsor: Adele Pereira 

House Sponsor: Dominique Ewing

Co-Sponsors: 

Delegation: Kenwood Academy 

A BILL 

For an Act amending chapter 105, section 105 of the Illinois Compiled Statutes, relating to state 

high school graduation requirements for social sciences. 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE YMCA YOUTH LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ILLINOIS.

Section I. All public high schools are required to offer students a semester-long social sciences 1 

course, as understood through the perspective of a major and underrepresented racial group in the 2 

United States. Specifically, the class should focus on the African-American, Latino-American, Native 3 

American, Asian and/or another racial/ethnic minority group’s experience in the United States. This 4 

semester-long class is a graduation requirement for social sciences. 5 

Section II. Educators will be provided curriculum guides with suggested topics and themes for each 6 

of the courses. All students, starting with the incoming freshman class of 2020, must take at least 7 

one of the classes to quality for graduation.  8 

Section III. This bill will only require funding from the set amount already allocated to each district. 9 

Each district will individually accommodate the cost into their annual budget. The Illinois State 10 

Board of Education will oversee the creation and implementation of the curriculum and make sure 11 

schools are in compliance with the new graduation requirement. 12 

Section IV. This Bill shall go into effect on June 1st, 2018 upon the signature of the Youth Governor 13 

of the State of Illinois. 14 
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STATE OF ILLINOIS 

Sixty-Ninth Session 
Illinois Youth Legislature 

 

Introduced by: Referred to Committee: Blue 4 

Senate Sponsor: Zeke Kern 

House Sponsor: Tommy Sagins 

Co-Sponsors: Jeffrey Miller 

Delegation:  Williamsville 

 

A BILL 

For an Act creating Chapter 815, Section 450 of the Illinois Compiled Statutes, relating to business 

transactions. 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE YMCA YOUTH LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ILLINOIS.

Section I. This bill will require all businesses in the State of Illinois to round all final transactions 1 

with sales tax to the nearest nickel.  2 

Section II. All final transaction prices ending with a price of $0.01 and $0.02 will round down. Any 3 

transactions with a price of $0.03 and $0.04 will round up. Any transactions with a price of $0.06 4 

and $0.07 will round down. Any transaction with a price of $0.08 and $0.09 will round up.  5 

Section III. This rounding will be regulated by the Illinois Department of Revenue. 6 

Section IV. This Bill shall go into effect on January 1, 2019 upon the signature of the Youth 7 

Governor of the State of Illinois. 8 
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STATE OF ILLINOIS 

Sixty-Ninth Session 

Illinois Youth Legislature 

Introduced by: Referred to Committee: Blue 4 

Senate Sponsor: Abigail McArthur-Self 

House Sponsor: Janki Patel 

Co-Sponsors: Prajit Chatterjee 

Delegation: Neuqua Valley High School 

A BILL 
 
For an Act amending chapter 50, section 705, of the Illinois Compiled Statutes relating to Police 

Sensitivity Training. 

 
BE IT ENACTED BY THE YMCA YOUTH LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ILLINOIS.

Section I. The Illinois State Police will be required to hold a one-time sensitivity training session for 1 

all current Illinois State Police officers (1670 people, as of 2017). The training must address police 2 

interactions with people of colour, LGBTQ+ organisations, non-English speakers, the deaf, the blind, 3 

and those with mental disorders affecting clear communication. After this one time training, 4 

districts 5 

will be required to integrate the sensitivity training into regular training for all police recruits. This 6 

training will be hosted in conjunction with the ACLU (American Civil Liberties Union), the Illinois Deaf 7 

and Hard of Hearing Commision, Bureau of Blind Services, and the Arc. 8 

Section II. If a failure to enforce sensitivity training occurs in any of the Illinois State Police’s 22 9 

districts, the state will withhold 25% of the district’s regular funding until they comply. If individual 10 

personnel fail to comply with training, districts can penalize as they see fit. This bill will be enforced 11 

by the Illinois State Police. 12 

Section III. This bill will be funded by increasing the cost of services at the DMV by $1 per service 13 

with a pre-existing fee. (Free services will remain free). This will raise an estimated $1,698,000 a 14 

year. Any excess funds will be split between funding the DMVs and funding law enforcement 15 

operations. It would cost $1,060,000 to implement the first time. For full integration, each of the  16 
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22 districts will be provided with $400 per officer, totalling about $668,000 as of current 17 

employment numbers. 18 

Section IV. This bill will go into effect on January 1st of 2019 upon the signature of the Youth 19 

Governor of the State of Illinois. 20 
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STATE OF ILLINOIS 

Sixty-Ninth Session 
Illinois Youth Legislature 

 

Introduced by: Referred to Committee: Blue 4 

Senate Sponsor: Jesus Garcia 

House Sponsor: David Gonzalez 

Co-Sponsors: Luis Espinosa, Johnny Rios 

Delegation:  Aspira Business and Finance 

This bill was not available at printing time, but copies will be available in Springfield.
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STATE OF ILLINOIS 

Sixty-Ninth Session 
Illinois Youth Legislature 

 

Introduced by: Referred to Committee: Blue 5 

Senate Sponsor: Julia Woelke 

House Sponsor: Ben Dobberstein 

Co-Sponsors: Ryan Jakowitsch, Cody Kapeles 

Delegation:  Oswego 

 

A BILL 

For an Act creating Chapter 305, Section 5 Article XVII, of the Illinois Compiled Statutes, relating 

to Public Aid. 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE YMCA YOUTH LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ILLINOIS.

Section I. Illinois shall comply with the Personal Responsibility and Work Opportunity Reconciliation 1 
Act. This states that any able-bodied adult without dependents between the ages 18-49 (referred 2 
to as an ABAWD) previously eligible for Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program (SNAP) shall not 3 
receive benefits for more than three months in a 30 month period unless they meet specific work 4 
requirements. 5 

Section II. Work requirements include working and/or participating in qualifying education and 6 
training programs for 80 hours per month as deemed appropriate by the Illinois Department of 7 
Labor.   8 

Section III. A person that loses benefits may regain the benefits if they meet the above 9 
requirements or become exempt from work requirements at any point. This shall be enforced by the 10 
Illinois Department of Human Services. 11 

Section IV. This Bill shall go into effect on January 1, 2019 upon the signature of the Youth 12 
Governor of the State of Illinois. 13 
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STATE OF ILLINOIS 

Sixty-Ninth Session 
Illinois Youth Legislature 

 
 

Introduced by:                  Referred to Committee: Blue 5 

Senate Sponsor: Luke Bleers 

House Sponsor: Victoria Wang  

Co-Sponsors: Rizwan Amir 

Delegation: Neuqua Valley High School 

 
A BILL 

 
For an Act amending 820 ILCS 105 Section 4, of the Illinois Compiled Statutes relating to workers 

under the age of 18. 

 
BE IT ENACTED BY THE YMCA YOUTH LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ILLINOIS.
 

Section I. Illinois will increase the minimum wage for all workers under the age of 18 from $7.75 to 1 

$8.25. 2 

Section II. After the bill is passed, employers have two months to change the minimum wage of 3 

their minor employees. 4 

Section III. If a business does not comply with this bill, then it will be required to pay the 5 

underpaid worker $9.25 for an equal amount of time to which they were underpaid. This will be 6 

enforced by the Illinois Department of Labor. 7 

Section IV. This bill will merge with the existing minimum wage laws.If the overall minimum 8 

wage increases, then the minimum wage for all workers under 18 will also equally rise. 9 

Section V. The increase in wages for minors will come from the businesses and will not be 10 

state subsidized. 11 

Section VI. This Bill shall go into effect on July 30, 2018 upon the signature of the Youth Governor 12 

of the State of Illinois.13 
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STATE OF ILLINOIS 

Sixty-Ninth Session 
Illinois Youth Legislature 

 

Introduced by: Referred to Committee: Blue 5 

Senate Sponsor: Myleene Marerro 

House Sponsor: Alejandro Quinones 

Co-Sponsors: Jeremy Rivera, Laura Vicencio 

Delegation:  Aspira Business and Finance 

 

This bill was not available at printing time, but copies will be available in Springfield.

Blue - 23



RI-41 H-B-18 

STATE OF ILLINOIS 

Sixty-Ninth Session 

Illinois Youth Legislature 

 

Introduced by: Referred to Committee: Blue 6 

Senate Sponsor: Michelle Liu 

House Sponsor: Roshini Balasubramanian  

Co-Sponsors: Safiy Khan, Saffa Rehman  

Delegation: Neuqua Valley High School 

 
A BILL 

 
For an Act amending Chapter 1, Article 80, of the Illinois Compiled Statutes relating to paid 

parental leave for two guardians per family. 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE YMCA YOUTH LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ILLINOIS.

Section I. All employees who provide proof that their female partner is pregnant must be given the 1 
same leave with income benefits for 4 weeks or 20 working days, which is the same as mothers 2 
receive. To provide proof of pregnancy, a healthcare provider must issue a statement that verifies 3 
the baby’s due date. Even if the female partner has taken a leave, the male partner will also have the 4 
right to take a leave at the same time. Parental leave will, however, be limited to two leaves per 5 
family: typically one for the male partner and one for the female partner. 6 

Section II. This extends to adoption leave as well. Both legal guardians in a same-sex couple will be 7 

given 4 weeks of paid leave after submitting proof that the adoption process has been initiated. 8 

Section II. For an employee to access the benefits and protections guaranteed under paid parental 9 

leave, certain eligibility requirements must be met. The employee must have worked for the employer 10 

for at least 1,250 hours during a 12-month period before the date the leave is to start. The 11 

employee must also work at a location where the employer employs at least 50 employees within 75 12 

miles of that worksite as of the date when the employee gives notice of the need for leave. 13 

Section III. Failure of employers to abide by the laws stated in this bill will result in a $3500 fine 14 
per employee. Affected individuals must also be compensated by the employer for the loss of wages  15 
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during the given time of paternity leave. The Fair Labor Standards Divisions of the Illinois 16 
Department of Labor will enforce all regulations and provisions designated by this bill. 17 

Section IV. This Bill shall go into effect on January 1, 2019 upon the signature of the Youth 18 

Governor of the State of Illinois. 19 
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STATE OF ILLINOIS 

Sixty-Ninth Session 
Illinois Youth Legislature 

 

Introduced by: Referred to Committee: Blue 6  

Senate Sponsor:  Fernanda Casas 

House Sponsor: Armani Salgado   

Co-Sponsors:  

Delegation:   Leyden   

A BILL 

For an Act Amending Chapter 105, of the Illinois Compiled Statutes, relating to eliminating junk 

food at public school. 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE YMCA YOUTH LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ILLINOIS.

Section I. This Bill will eliminate high sugar/ high calorie drinks in schools and reduce high saturated 1 

fat and high sodium foods from school. The bill will promote a healthier life to children in order to 2 

reduce the obesity rate in Illinois and prevent health issues. 3 

Section II. Drinks with more than 5 grams of sugar and 15 calories per serving with no more than 2 4 

serving per bottle will no longer be accepted in school. Following with a maximum of 3 grams of 5 

saturated fats and less than 60mg of sodium within a 3.5 8 oz bag of snacks replacing chips.   6 

Section III. Money to buy the healthier snack alternatives will come from the illinois  education 7 

budget that goes into each school. Schools that are not following this bill will have to pay a $500 8 

weekly fee to their district. The fee the schools will pay will also go into other schools depending 9 

on poverty level, to help them buy healthy snacks.  10 

Section IV. This Bill shall go into effect on January 1, 2019, upon the signature of the Youth 11 

Governor of the State of Illinois. 12 
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STATE OF ILLINOIS 

Sixty-Ninth Session 
Illinois Youth Legislature 

 

Introduced by:  Referred to Committee: Blue 6 

Senate Sponsor: Lyanny Toro   

House Sponsor: Luly Avina 

Co-Sponsors: Azul Ortiz, Karla Ramirez 

Delegation: Aspira Business and Finance   

 

A BILL 

For an Act ### ILCS #, Article ##, of the Illinois Compiled Statutes, relating to public college tuition 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE YMCA YOUTH LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ILLINOIS.

Section I. This bill will mandate that all Illinois High School students with a GPA of 2.5 or higher 1 

gets their first two years of college education at no cost at any public Illinois post-secondary 2 

facility.  3 

Section II.  While in post-secondary education the student must maintain a GPA of 2.5 or higher.  4 

Section III. Any student with a GPA lower than 2.5 will get a warning for 1 semester and if GPA is 5 

not raised the student will lose Free Two Year Tuition from the state of Illinois. 6 

Section IV. This Bill shall go into effect on May 1, 2018 upon the signature of the Youth Governor 7 

of the State of Illinois. 8 
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STATE OF ILLINOIS 

Sixty-Ninth Session 
Illinois Youth Legislature 

Introduced by: Referred to Committee: Blue 6 

Senate Sponsor: Hannah Brennan 

House Sponsor: Leah Kluemke 

Co-Sponsors: Peyton Ray and Zoe Horton 

Delegation:  Williamsville High School 

A BILL 

For an Act creating Chapter 305, Section 65, of the Illinois Compiled Statutes, relating to menstrual 

products for homeless women. 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE YMCA YOUTH LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ILLINOIS.

Section I. This bill will provide free feminine products to the homeless women of Illinois. The 1 

feminine products will only include pads and tampons.  2 

Section II. This bill will be funded by an additional 1.6% tax on any hygiene product sold in stores, 3 

including online purchases, in the State of Illinois.  4 

Section III. The hygiene products that will be included in the additional tax will be soaps, 5 

toothbrushes, toothpaste, deodorant, razors, shaving cream, after shave, toilet paper, brushes, 6 

combs, and Q-tips.  7 

Section IV. The distribution of pads and tampons will be sent to homeless shelters across all of 8 

Illinois.   9 

Section V. In order to validate that a woman is homeless, she must stay in any Illinois homeless 10 

shelter for a minimum of three nights to be qualified for the hygiene products.  11 

Section VI. Every six months, the woman will have to revalidate that she is homeless by staying 12 

three more nights in the shelter to keep their qualifications.  13 

Section VII. This Bill shall go into effect on June 1, 2018 upon the signature of the Youth Governor 14 

of the State of Illinois. 15 
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STATE OF ILLINOIS 

Sixty-Ninth Session 
Illinois Youth Legislature 

 

Introduced by: Referred to Committee: Blue 7 

Senate Sponsor: Sydney Veselik 

House Sponsor: Ryan Eberhardt 

Co-Sponsors: Evan Marquardt 

Delegation:  Oswego 

 

A BILL 

For an Act amending Article VIII, of the Illinois State Constitution, relating to state finance. 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE YMCA YOUTH LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ILLINOIS.

Section I. State budget expenditures for the next fiscal year shall not exceed revenue of the current 1 

year. 2 

Section II.  The Illinois Office of Comptroller will be responsible for enforcement. 3 

Section III. This Bill shall go into effect on July 1, 2019 upon the approval of the people of Illinois, 4 

by statewide ballot on November 6, 2018. 5 

Blue - 29



RI-38 H-B-23 

STATE OF ILLINOIS 

Sixty-Ninth Session 

Illinois Youth Legislature 

 

Introduced by: Referred to Committee: Blue 7 

Senate Sponsor: Sidhanth Asur  

House Sponsor: Joshua Kim  

Co-Sponsors: Megan Wu 

Delegation: Neuqua Valley High School 

A BILL 

For an Act creating Chapter 105, Section 536, of the Illinois Compiled Statutes relating to tax 

exemptions on consumer spending for college students. 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE YMCA YOUTH LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ILLINOIS.

Section I. This bill will provide a sales tax exemption on certain consumer products for students 1 

registered in an Illinois public university’s undergraduate program and will be funded by an increase 2 

in sales tax. 3 

Section II. College students in an Illinois State public university’s undergraduate program will be 4 

exempt from sales tax on products purchased . Attendees may apply for tax exemptions while still 5 

attending university. A form detailing personal information and college attendance must be 6 

submitted to the admissions office. Within two weeks, the admissions office must submit a copy of 7 

the form to the Illinois Department of Revenue. The student will then be given a card that will be 8 

mailed from the office of the Department of Revenue with photo identification, granting him/her an 9 

exemption from taxes on certain categories of consumer products. This exemption will be valid until 10 

one month after college graduation or upon dropout. 11 

Section III. The tax exemption is valid only on educational, healthcare, and household products. 12 

Educational products are defined as anything used for classes or for a specific course, which can 13 

range from pens and pencils to desktop computers. Healthcare products are items that maintain 14 

healthy living such as bandages or prescription medicine. Household products are defined as 15 

products that are bought to maintain or improve the home environment which can range from lamps 16 

and light bulbs to furniture. 17 
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Section IV. Students choosing to utilize the tax exemption must provide the card issued by the 18 

Illinois Department of Revenue. The card will then be swiped by the clerk (similar to a credit card) at 19 

the checkout counter. Additionally, a current year college school identification card must be 20 

provided while checking out. 21 

Section V. Card activity will be recorded and monitored by a database within the Department of 22 

Revenue. Any suspicious activity that hints to possible fraud or duplication will yield to automatic 23 

suspension of the card indefinitely. Additionally, upon the first offense, a $500 fine will be issued. 24 

Upon the second offense, a $1,000 fine will be issued. Finally, the third offense will result in a fine 25 

of $2,000 and permanent loss of privileges for the student. Cardholder's privileges may be regained 26 

and fines may be revoked upon a request of inspection of the suspected fraud. This inspection will 27 

be carried out by a member of the Sales Tax Processing division of the Department of Revenue.  28 

Section VI. Money lost by the government from these transactions will be made up for by increasing 29 

the sales tax by .25% for all other citizens. 30 

Section VII. This Bill shall go into effect on April 15th, 2019 upon the signature of the Youth 31 

Governor of the State of Illinois. 32 
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STATE OF ILLINOIS 

Sixty-Ninth Session 
Illinois Youth Legislature 

 

Introduced by:  Referred to Committee: Blue 7 

Senate Sponsor: Sebastian Gamboa  

House Sponsor:  Katherine Rosol 

Co-Sponsors:  Aaron Addi, John Karesh 

Delegation:  Westmont High School       

A BILL 

For an Act amending 235 Illinois Compiled Statutes 5/6-16 and 235 ILCS 5/6-16.2, of the Illinois 

Compiled Statutes , relating to age to deliver liquor. 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE YMCA YOUTH LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ILLINOIS

Section I. This bill will make it easier for underage servers and businesses to run more efficiently 1 

and with less government interference. 2 

Section II. Regulates Alcohol in a manner such that servers1 14/15 years old with worker´s permits 3 

and servers 16-18 year olds without a worker's permit may legally serve alcohol in restaurants as 4 

long as they are trained and employed under a supervisor 21 years or older. 5 

Section III. The newly mandated training program will be simple instruction on how to handle 6 

consumed and newly prepared or opened alcoholic beverages. It will be given by the manager and 7 

explained to subordinates that violation of any underage consumption laws would in fact result in 8 

termination and potential criminal charges. 9 

Section IV. This bill will be beneficial for companies allowing for greater ease of hiring and the 10 

ability to train the future of the working class in the foodservice industry. 11 

                                                            
1 Here, server is defined as any employee who carries the duty in an establishment in which food is served of 

bringing out food and/or drink to patrons, as well as any employees who clear and/or clean space occupied by 

patrons. Essentially, when I say server I mean busboys and waiters. 
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Section V. To some, this bill may seem to possibly carry some risk, so to ease that, we have devised 12 

a safeguard. When any new hire begins work, they are trained. This bill proposes a training program 13 

to make sure employees pertinent to this matter are informed on the proper procedure for handling 14 

alcoholic beverages2. 15 

Section VI. Employees will be required by their supervisors that they are not allowed to take 16 

beverages off of the premises or drink and/or consume any of the beverages that they are 17 

supposed to serve to patrons. Employees will also be required to bring any used containers that 18 

once contained alcohol from patrons directly back to the kitchen/washing area. Employees must 19 

recognize the importance of being cautious while handling alcohol in a workplace setting to 20 

maximize safety, efficiency, and responsibilities. 21 

Section VII. Every supervisor must inform the employee that he or she is not to consume any 22 

alcohol or leave the premises with alcoholic beverages.  23 

Section VIII. This Bill shall go into effect June 1, 2018 upon the signature of the Youth Governor of 24 

the State of Illinois. 25 

                                                            
2 As defined by 23 U.S.C. § 158, an alcoholic beverage is a beer, wine, or distilled spirit. 
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STATE OF ILLINOIS 

Sixty-Ninth Session 
Illinois Youth Legislature 

 

Introduced by: Referred to Committee: Blue 7 

Senate Sponsor: Evan Fortner 

House Sponsor: Bill Spaniol 

Co-Sponsors: Scott O’Conner, Konrad Powell 

Delegation:  Williamsville High School 

 

A BILL 

For an Act creating Chapter 105, Section 150, of the Illinois Compiled Statutes, relating to 

mandatory drug testing for extracurricular activities. 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE YMCA YOUTH LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ILLINOIS.26 

Section I. Schools are hereby mandated to administer a drug test to any student participating in a 1 

school-sponsored athletic activity or who holds a parking pass. 2 

Section II.  For parking pass holders, one test will be administered per semester. This date will be 3 

chosen by the schools, but it must be unknown to the student body. 4 

Section III. There will be one drug test per athletic season as described by the Illinois High School 5 

Association (IHSA) timelines. For the semester in which the athletic season occurs, a student only 6 

needs to be tested one time per semester. For seasons that run through multiple semesters, only 7 

one test will be mandatory. 8 

Section IV. The drug tests will be administered by a school nurse, athletic trainer, or any licensed 9 

person who is authorized by the State of Illinois. 10 

Section V. A form will be offered to every student being tested. Students must write down every 11 

medication that they are currently taking to prevent any mishaps in results. This process will be 12 

totally confidential. The student will be allowed to consult their parents or a physician to be totally 13 

sure that they do not miss any prescribed substance. 14 
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Section VI. A parent opt-out form will be distributed at the time that fees are being determined for 15 

the students. The person submitting the opt-out form must be listed as the legal guardian in school 16 

records. 17 

Section VII. In case of a positive test result, the authorities will be contacted and legal action will 18 

be taken. 19 

Section VIII. A first offense will result in a 30-day suspension from athletic events and a 20 

nullification of the student’s parking pass for the same period of time. A second offense will result 21 

in a 60-day suspension from athletics and parking passes. A third offense will mean a suspension 22 

for the rest of the season, and parking passes will be revoked for the rest of the year. 23 

Section IX. This program will be overseen by the Illinois State Board of Education and the IHSA. All 24 

positive test results must be reported to both organizations. 25 

Section X. Testing will be funded by a 11.2% increase on the Illinois liquor tax. 26 

Section XI. This Bill shall go into effect on July 1, 2018 upon the signature of the Youth Governor 27 

of the State of Illinois. 28 
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ILLINOIS YMCA YOUTH AND GOVERNMENT  
SPRINGFIELD ASSEMBLY 

 
 

 

 

PRAYER FOR THE BLUE SENATE 

 

O Lord, 

I give you my worries and concerns and I ask for your guidance as we 
engage in mock legislation.  

God of power, might, and wisdom lead us to enact laws of equality and 
justice. Grant us your protection to lead with honesty and integrity.  

Open my ears to listen to the opinions of other delegates and provide 
me the patience needed if I become frustrated. Open my heart to help 
me be a more generous person. Help us with every decision, response, 
effort, and conversation we have. May we all return home safely and in 
peace.  

We ask this through you Lord, 

Amen  

 

 

 

Sarah Herring 
Chaplain 

Blue - 37



RIII-O2 S-B-01 

STATE OF ILLINOIS 

Sixty-Ninth Session 
Illinois Youth Legislature 

 

Introduced by:  Referred to Committee: Blue 1 

Senate Sponsor: Katie O’Connor 

House Sponsor: Abril Hunter 

Co-Sponsors:  

Delegation:  Gateway Region YMCA 

 

A BILL 

For an Act Amending Chapter 124, Section 15, of the Illinois Compiled Statutes, relating to Motor 

Cycle Helmet Regulation. 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE YMCA YOUTH LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ILLINOIS.1 

Section I. A driver and any passenger shall wear a safety helmet when riding a motorcycle, motor-1 

driven cycle, or motorized bicycle. While on any two or three-wheeled vehicle operating to speeds 2 

over 30 mph, drivers and passengers must wear a helmet. 3 

Section II. The department of transportation may adopt reasonable regulations establishing 4 

specifications and standards for safety helmets offered for sale, or sold, for use by drivers and 5 

passengers of motorcycles and motorized bicycles as it determines are necessary for the safety of 6 

those drivers and passengers. The regulations shall include, but are not limited to; the requirements 7 

imposed by Federal Motor Vehicle Safety Standard No. 218 (49 C.F.R. Sec. 571.218) Each helmet 8 

sold or offered for sale for use by drivers and passengers of motorcycles and motorized bicycles 9 

shall be conspicuously labeled in accordance with the federal standard which shall constitute the 10 

manufacturer’s certification that the helmet conforms to the applicable federal motor vehicle safety 11 

standards. 12 

Section III. Wearing a safety helmet means having a safety helmet meeting the above requirements 13 

securely fastened with helmet straps and that is of a size that fits the wearing person’s head 14 

securely without excessive lateral or vertical movement. 15 
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Section IV. Citations and fines should be issued if (1.) Helmet worn but is not up to standard- $100 16 

(2.) No helmet worn- $200 per person (3.) Minor not wearing helmet- $300 per minor.  17 

Section V. The money from these fines will be credited to the Illinois Department of Transportation 18 

General Fund. 19 

Section VI. After 3 offenses the motorcyclist’s license will be suspended for 3 months. Any 20 

additional offenses will result in the perpetrator’s license being permanently revoked.   21 

Section VII. This Bill shall go into effect on January 1, 2019 upon the signature of the Youth 22 

Governor of the State of Illinois. 23 
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STATE OF ILLINOIS 

Sixty-Ninth Session 
Illinois Youth Legislature 

 

Introduced by: Referred to Committee: Blue 1 

Senate Sponsor: Nick Freschi 

House Sponsor: Anne Fulgenzi 

Co-Sponsors: Olivia Pennell and Tuva Landmark 

Delegation:  Williamsville High School 

 

A BILL 

For an Act creating Chapter 110, Section 805/9, of the Illinois Compiled Statutes, relating to 

education. 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE YMCA YOUTH LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ILLINOIS.

Section I. All Illinois community colleges will be permitted to implement a four-year Bachelor of 1 

Science in Nursing (BSN) degree if they elect to do so and if they meet all outlined requirements. 2 

Section II.  The individual colleges will be evaluated based on whether the college has developed a 3 

quality curriculum that aligns with federal, state and local requirements and prepares the students 4 

for the National Council Licensure Examination (NCLEX). 5 

Section III. Applicant colleges most provide verification that the college has the fiscal resources 6 

available or has budgeted for financial support for the program, and provide a detailed outline of 7 

the faculty available for the program including the number of faculty, their credentials, and the 8 

evaluation process. 9 

Section IV. Approved colleges will be reevaluated every 6 years by the Illinois Community College 10 

Board (ICCB) to ensure requirements are being maintained and that the program is helping to fulfill 11 

workforce needs. Violating accreditation standards will lead revocation of the program.   12 

Section V. This Bill shall go into effect on June 1, 2018 upon the signature of the Youth Governor 13 

of the State of Illinois. 14 
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STATE OF ILLINOIS 

Sixty-Ninth Session 
Illinois Youth Legislature 

 

Introduced by: Referred to Committee: Blue 1 

 

Senate Sponsor: Theo Banaszewski 

House Sponsor: Sam Cox 

Co-Sponsors:  Julian Kurowski   

Delegation:  Wheaton Warrenville South High School 

A BILL 

For an Act amending chapter 127, of the Illinois Compiled Statutes relating to firework safety.  

BE IT ENACTED BY THE YMCA YOUTH LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ILLINOIS.

Section I.  Consumer fireworks shall be legalized throughout Illinois for sale, manufacturing, and 1 
use. Fireworks cannot be used between 12 A.M. and 10 A.M. Drugs and alcohol use by the firework 2 
user is prohibited. Any use of fireworks during these restricted times or on public property requires 3 
a permit by the Fire Marshal. 4 

Section II.  Any person, firm, co-partnership, or corporation violating the provisions of this Act 5 
shall be guilty of a Class A misdemeanor if drugs or alcohol is involved. Otherwise, if a person is 6 
guilty of breaking these laws a Class B Misdemeanor. 7 

Section III.  Local authorities will be required to handle any offenses relating to fireworks.  8 

Section IV.  Firework sales shall be subject to the sales tax and a Public Safety Fee of 5% 9 

Section V.  This Bill shall go into effect on June 1st, 2018 upon the signature of the Youth 10 
Governor of the State of Illinois. 11 
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STATE OF ILLINOIS 

Sixty-Ninth Session 
Illinois Youth Legislature 

 

Introduced by: Referred to Committee: Blue 1 

Senate Sponsor: Kristy Urquhart 

House Sponsor: Alexis Klima 

Co-Sponsors:  William Jalocha, Martin Vallecillos 

Delegation:  William H. Taft High School 

A BILL 

For an Act 105, Chapter 302, Article of the Illinois Compiled Statutes, relating to high school 

students enacting one day, every three months, for student’s to be given time, equal to one full 

school day, apart from regular instruction to complete school related work, of the Illinois Education 

Department. 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE YMCA YOUTH LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ILLINOIS.

Section I. All State Funded Secondary (High) School Education Facilities will give students time 1 
equivalent to one full day of instruction, to work on material given to them by they are enrolled in 2 
or application to post-secondary education institutions. This mandate applies to intuitions that do 3 
not already mandate an institutional study hall for one full school day of instruction every three 4 
weeks. 5 

Section II. This day will occur once every 3 months during the school year determined by the 6 

institution itself as long as it complies with the aforementioned time limit. 7 

Section III. Teens’ stress level during the school year far exceeds what healthy stress levels should 8 

be. This act will ultimately help to combat the growing stress levels of an average teenager in high 9 

school. 10 

Section IV. Failure to comply with a minimum of 80% school wide attendance the presented 11 

legislation will result in a fine up to but not exceeding $1000 to the institution in violation. This 12 

will be tracked and enforced by the Illinois State Board of Education. The $1000 fine will be used to 13 

assess the Illinois State Debt.  14 

Section V. This Bill shall go into effect on the August 4, 2018 upon the signature of the Youth 15 

Governor of the State of Illinois. 16 
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STATE OF ILLINOIS 

Sixty-Ninth Session 
Illinois Youth Legislature 

Introduced by: Referred to Committee: Blue 2 

Senate Sponsor: Elizabeth Dyslin 

House Sponsor: Ruth Lemna  

Co-Sponsors:        Madeline Taylor    

Delegation:  Wheaton Warrenville South High School 

A BILL 

For an Act creating Chapter 105 Section 146, of the Illinois Compiled Statutes relating to 
mandatory self defense. 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE YMCA YOUTH LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ILLINOIS.

Section I.  The Bill will mandate that all Illinois public schools self-defense programs within their 1 

Physical Education department if they are not already existent within each individual school. No 2 

public schools within the regulation of the Illinois state government will neglect the safety of its 3 

students or the education of crucial self defense skills and techniques.  4 

Section II.  Any school that does not comply with this law will be charged with an infraction and 5 

fined $3 for every student that attends that school. If a school has not complied with the education 6 

requirements and the implementation of a self defense class, they will be given six months after the 7 

initial infraction charge to create a program before they are again fined $10 for every student. The 8 

Board of Education in each Illinois city will be responsible for the enforcement of these new 9 

regulations.  10 

Section III.  If an Illinois public school is not on the state’s list for federal funding and does not 11 

comply to the new regulations, said school will be fined $3 dollars per student at the beginning of 12 

each school year. This state mandated fining will continue until the school complies to the new 13 

curriculum  14 

Section IV: A self-defense course shall be taught by the currently employed Physical Education 15 

teachers at aforementioned schools. Certification will be covered by the school, with a one-time 16 

class costing anywhere from $100 to $400, and a minimum of one teacher being required to be 17 

certified (depending on size of the student population). Students will be taught using dummies so 18 

that no actual violence occurs during classes. The course will be one semester and cover basic  19 
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physical self-defense, including, but not limited to, basic holds, hold escapes, and written 20 

situational examples (successful completion of which will account for any necessary grading in the 21 

class). 22 

Section V.  This Bill shall go into effect on January 1, 2019, to account for the fifty nine (59) year-23 

round public schools of Illinois upon the signature of the Youth Governor of the State of Illinois. 24 
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Introduced by: Referred to Committee: Blue 2 

Senate Sponsor:  Victoria Kondrak 

House Sponsor:  Jennifer Perez 

Co-Sponsors:   Kaela Gutierrez, Izabela Zarek  

Delegation:  William H. Taft High School 

A BILL 

For an Act 82 Chapter 410 , Article of the Illinois Compiled Statutes, relating to extending the 

Smoke Free Illinois Act to prohibit smoking in all outdoor public spaces when minors are present. 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE YMCA YOUTH LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ILLINOIS.

Section I. Smoking in a public area will be prohibited around or near any minors. Public areas where 1 

children are present are as follows: parks, playgrounds, fields, forests, and recreational areas. All 2 

types of smoking will be prohibited. Examples include, but are not limited to: cigarettes, e-3 

cigarettes, marijuana, hookah, vapes, and dab pens. This is an extension of the Smoke Free Illinois 4 

Act passed in 2008. 5 

Section II. This law will not require any additional state funding because it will be monitored and 6 

enforced through local state and city police. Individuals who wish to report a violation to this law 7 

can file a complaint report to the Illinois Department of Public Health's toll-free complaint line at 8 

866-973-4646. Complaints also can be made to local law enforcement.  9 

Section III. Individuals who violate the law will be fined $100 dollars for the first offense. For any 10 

proceeding offense, the fine will be increased by $30. 11 

Section IV. “No smoking” signs will be posed at the entrances of public areas and throughout a 12 

public area that is larger than five acres. Signs will be funded by an increased tax on cigarettes, e-13 

cigarettes, marijuana, vapes, and all types of smoking devices. It will be raised to $2.25. 14 

Section V. This Bill shall go into effect on March 19, 2018 upon the signature of the Youth 15 

Governor of the State of Illinois. 16 
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Sixty-Ninth Session 

Illinois Youth Legislature 

Introduced by: Referred to Committee: Blue 3 

 
Senate Sponsor: Megan Carsello  

House Sponsor: Gatha Sutaria  

Co-Sponsors: Shiksha Agrawal 

Delegation: Neuqua Valley High School 

A BILL 
 

For an Act creating chapter 207, section 64, of the Illinois Compiled Statutes relating to probation 
laws for sex offenders. 
 
BE IT ENACTED BY THE YMCA YOUTH LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ILLINOIS.

Section I. The creation of this bill will make a supervision period mandatory, after the sentence has 1 

been served, for those who have committed crimes relating to sexual assault. The period of 2 

supervision following the end of sentencing will be directly related to the severity of the crime. 3 

Section II. The length of the supervision period will be half the time the individual has spent in jail. 4 

During the supervision period, parole officers will monitor them on a daily basis similar to other 5 

felons. When an officer checks in with the individual he or she is responsible for assuring the 6 

individual is adjusting back into society, maintaining a stable environment, and not violating any 7 

laws. 8 

Section III. The Illinois Department of Corrections is the institution responsible for enforcing the 9 

supervision period for those who have committed sexual assault crimes. The state police would fund 10 

more officers for the supervision periods with a five cent tax raise on cigarettes, generating 11 

$810,500,000. The money would be controlled by the Illinois Department of Revenue. 12 

Section IV. Any violation of the laws regarding the supervision period will result in a return to 13 

prison and a probation period. On a biweekly basis, the officer in charge of the individual will need 14 

to report updates in a database that will be created in order to keep track of any misdemeanors 15 

that might occur. 16 

Section V. This Bill shall go into effect on June 1, 2018 upon the signature of the Youth Governor 17 
of the State of Illinois. 18 
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Introduced by:  Referred to Committee: Blue 3 

Senate Sponsor: Kevin Cervera   

House Sponsor: Yohandry Soto 

Co-Sponsors: Cashshay Riddle, Kayla Ross 

Delegation: Aspira Business and Finance   

A BILL 

For an Act ### ILCS #, Article ##, of the Illinois Compiled Statutes, relating to homeless support 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE YMCA YOUTH LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ILLINOIS.

Section I. This bill will create a pilot housing program for 10 chronically homeless adults. 1 

Section II.  Chronically homeless shall be defined as a person or head of household with a disabling 2 

condition who has been homeless for longer than 12 consecutive months or four different times in 3 

the last three years. 4 

Section III. A person who is chronically homeless will be provided a dormitory style apartment with 5 

access to social services in the building.  (You don’t have to use the services, but you can if you 6 

want.) 7 

Section IV. Chronic Homeless Housing will be funded by revenue generated by H-B-14 the Revenue 8 

Generating Recreational Marijuana Bill. 9 

Section V. This Bill shall go into effect on May 1, 2018 upon the signature of the Youth Governor 10 

of the State of Illinois. 11 
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Sixty-Ninth Session 
Illinois Youth Legislature 

 

Introduced by: Referred to Committee: Blue 3 

Senate Sponsor: Conor O’Brien 

House Sponsor: Nicole Thompson 

Co-Sponsors: Peter Hefner, Dominic Munoz 

Delegation:  Carmel Catholic 

A BILL 

For an Act amending Chapter 730 Section 7, of the Illinois Compiled Statutes, relating to 

Mandatory Police Training 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE YMCA YOUTH LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ILLINOIS.

Section I. Beginning with the 2020-2021 year, the curriculum of all Illinois Police Academies will 1 

reflect the changes made in this bill.  2 

Section II. For the purposes of this bill, a law enforcement officer is considered any person 3 

employed by a local police department, county sheriff’s department, and the Illinois State Police. 4 

Section III. The following changes will be made to the Illinois police training curriculum: a.) 5 

Mandatory sensitivity training for Academy recruits,  b.) In order to graduate from the Academy, 6 

the mandatory time per class will increase by 2 hours, c.) BLET (Basic Law Enforcement Training) 7 

hours will increase from 560 hours to 602 hours, d.) any class that deals with forensics must 8 

provide officers with thorough and complex level of knowledge within criminal forensics, and e.) 9 

harder physical ability courses on par with that of the U.S military. All changes will be supervised by 10 

the Manager of Mandated Training, Police Training Specialist, and Program/Curriculum Liaison of 11 

the Illinois Law Enforcement Training and Standards Board. 12 

Section IV. The creation of a State and Federal Law Class will a.) provide all officers with the 13 

knowledge of all state and federal laws that deal with law enforcement, criminal justice, and the 14 

rights of citizens and b.) must be at least 12 hour class. 15 
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Section V. The creation of yearly psychological tests during training are a.) meant to test an 16 

officer’s mental state, ensure that an officer is sane and to see if an officer is actually fit for duty. 17 

d.) In order to pass the psychological test, the officer must be in a healthy mental state and show 18 

that they are calm, organized, and patient. e.) In order to fail the psychological test, the officer 19 

must be mentally unstable, has anger issues, and/or is easily overwhelmed 20 

Section VI. The creation of yearly situational tests during training are a.) meant to test an officer’s 21 

knowledge of laws, b.) responses to certain situations, and c.) see if officer is actually fit for duty. 22 

d.) There are to be 5 different test for different situations. e.) Each situation must deal with the 23 

subjects listed: f.)non-cooperative suspect that cannot be arrested, g.) non-cooperative suspect 24 

that can be arrested if shown just cause, h.) aggressive suspect who must be arrested, i.) shooter 25 

who can either be shot or arrested, and j.) being present in stopping a riot. k.) There is a 5 point 26 

grading scale that depends on how an officer responds and acts in these situations. l.) To fail these 27 

tests the officer must get 1-2 points, meaning the officer responded extremely poorly and 28 

immediately arrested or killed suspect. m.) To succeed in these tests the officer must get 3-5 29 

points, meaning the officer responded calmly, was very patient, used arrest only when necessary, 30 

and killing as last resort. 31 

Section VII. The funding required to make the curriculum changes in this bill will come from: a.) fines 32 

from traffic tickets, b.) fines from Academies failing to update their curriculums, and c.) bail money 33 

that has not been returned or kept by the courts. All funding from this bill will go to the Illinois Law 34 

Enforcement Training and Standards Board Grant Accountant, who will then provide the necessary 35 

funding to the Academies.  36 

Section VIII. All Illinois Police Academies will need to make the changes to their curriculums outlined 37 

in Section III by January 1, 2020. After this date, Academies will be given a grace period of 3 38 

months. If, after 3 months, the Academy does not comply with the changes, they will be fined, and 39 

will pay 1% of the fees received that year. Money from these fines will go into updating Academy 40 

curriculums.  41 

Section IX. This Bill shall go into effect on January 1, 2019 upon the signature of the Youth 42 

Governor of the State of Illinois. 43 
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STATE OF ILLINOIS 
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Illinois Youth Legislature 

 

Introduced by: Referred to Committee: Blue 3 

Senate Sponsor: Valerie Nevarez 

House Sponsor: Laura Villanueva 

Co-Sponsors: Jennifer Kilian 

Delegation:  Eisenhower 

A BILL 

For an Act Creating Chapter 410, Section 513, of the Illinois Compiled Statutes, relating to Genetic 

Information Privacy. 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE YMCA YOUTH LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ILLINOIS.

Section I. Under the Illinois Genetic Non-Discrimination and Privacy Act (IGNDPA), also known as 1 

the “Grandpa” Act, the use of genetic information obtained through clinical diagnostic testing will 2 

be exclusively prohibited as it pertains to decisions regarding life insurance, health insurance, 3 

employment, and disability benefits. 4 

Section II. All clinical diagnostic testing includes, but is not limited to, all testing designed to create 5 

unique genetic profiles through tests like bloodwork, saliva, ultrasounds, and amniotic fluid. Tests 6 

attained through websites (i.e. 23andMe.com, Ancestry.com, etc.) and those done in facilities such 7 

as hospitals for medical studies for clinical trials or prenatal screening are also protected under the 8 

law. 9 

Section III. All health insurance agencies, life insurance agencies, medical facilities, state operating 10 

institutions, and all employers operating in the State of Illinois are subject to the terms of 11 

protection and privacy stated in the “Grandpa Act” and may not revoke benefits due to the findings. 12 

Section IV. All current health insurance companies cannot drop coverage based on the results of 13 

any genetic test. All existing state benefits cannot be dropped, existing life insurance policies  14 
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cannot be dropped, and employers cannot discriminate based on found genetic conditions or 15 

undiagnosed chronic illnesses. 16 

Section V. All grievances are to be filed by personal parties finding that their genetic information 17 

was used illegally in conjunction with this act. Grievances should be filed with the Illinois 18 

Department of Public Health.  19 

Section VI. The Illinois Department of Public Health has the option to pursue legal action when 20 

deemed reasonable and fit against the institution, agency, or persons in violation of the Act. The 21 

Illinois Department of Public Health may also issue a monetary citation as a warning to all 22 

institutions, agencies, or persons in violation of the Act in the amount of $5000. All groups or 23 

people fined have one month to pay the citation and comply with the Act lest further legal action 24 

and possible shut down. All monies collected from citations and or legal proceedings will be used to 25 

pay for future protections of the act. 26 

Section VII. This Bill shall go into effect on June 1, 2018 upon the signature of the Youth Governor 27 

of the State of Illinois. 28 
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Sixty-Ninth Session 
Illinois Youth Legislature 

Introduced by:  Referred to Committee: Blue 4 

Senate Sponsor:   Connor Pierson  

House Sponsor:    Julio Chazaro 

Co-Sponsors:        Itzel Astudillo, Theresa Nguyen  

Delegation:           Carmel Catholic High School  

A BILL 

For an Act Creating, Chapter 431 of Section 1 of the Illinois Compiled Statutes, relating to Public 

Safety. 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE YMCA YOUTH LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ILLINOIS.

Section I. Urban areas with a population of more than sixty thousand persons, where multiple lanes 1 

are present, must designate and repurpose one lane for commercial and private buses.  2 

Section II. A person shall not operate a motor vehicle on the portion of a highway or multi lane road 3 

that has been designated for the exclusive use of public transit and private buses. Exceptions only 4 

exists in the cases in  compliance with a peace officer or by an official traffic control device. 5 

Section III. A person shall not park a motor vehicle, attended or unattended, in the designated bus 6 

lane. A violation of these regulations would be a crime, and the transgressor is liable to a traffic 7 

infraction. A person in violation of such regulations is liable to a fee of no more than $120. 8 

Exceptions only exists in cases where it is necessary to avoid conflict with other traffic, or in 9 

compliance with the directions of a peace officer or official traffic control device.    10 

Section IV. The use of the Public Transit Bus Lanes will only be permitted to commercial and private 11 

buses that display a valid registered decal. The decal will be purchased through and enforced by the 12 

Illinois Department of Motor Vehicles. The decal must be renewed annually for a fee of $81.00 per 13 

bus. 14 

Section V. The Department of Motor Vehicles and local law enforcement will be responsible for the 15 

enforcement of this program. 16 

Section VI. This Bill shall go into effect on January 1 of 2018, upon the signature of the Youth 17 

Governor of the State of Illinois. 18 
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Introduced by: Referred to Committee: Blue 4 

 

Senate Sponsor: Solomon Michalak 

House Sponsor: Evan Stavig   

Co-Sponsors:        Logan Graham  

Delegation:  Wheaton Warrenville South High School 

A BILL 

For an Act amending chapter 205, section 630, of the Illinois Compiled Statutes relating to the 
name of a state-recognized holiday. 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE YMCA YOUTH LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ILLINOIS.

Section I.  The day known as Columbus Day, the second Monday in October, shall be known as 1 
Indigenous People’s Day on all state government documents and notices. 2 

Section II.  This day shall still have the same privileges as Columbus Day. 3 

Section III.  Any money required to make these changes (however small they may be) shall be 4 
received from taxes on commemorative memorabilia to celebrate the new holiday, such as shirts 5 
and mugs. These items will be sold by government agencies, as well as online at Illinois government 6 
websites. 7 

Section IV.  The Secretary of Financial and Professional Regulation or a person authorized by the 8 
Secretary will instruct all banks to be closed on Indigenous People’s Day. 9 

Section V.  This Bill shall go into effect on October 8, 2018 upon the signature of the Youth 10 
Governor of the State of Illinois. 11 
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Introduced by: Referred to Committee: Blue 4 

Senate Sponsor: Diamond Stiff 

House Sponsor: Claire Wilcox 

Co-Sponsors:  

Delegation:  Gateway Region YMCA 

 

A BILL 

For an Act Amending Article 4 Section 2, of the Illinois Constitution, relating to Legislative 

Eligibility. 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE YMCA YOUTH LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ILLINOIS.

Section I. Convicted felons are not allowed to run for the following state offices if they are tried 1 

and convicted: Attorney General, Governor, Lieutenant Governor, State Representative, State 2 

Senator, Secretary of State, Comptroller, and Treasurer.  3 

Section II. Felons over the age of 25 that are convicted of a crime involving moral turpitude are 4 

never eligible to run for the offices stated in Section I. People who are convicted of a felony that 5 

does not fall into this category become eligible to run for office thirty years after they are done 6 

serving their sentence.  7 

Section III. This bill shall go into effect on January 1, 2019 upon the signature of the Youth 8 

Governor of the State of Illinois. 9 
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Introduced by:  Referred to Committee: Blue 5 

Senate Sponsor: Julia Kienzler 

House Sponsor: Kindelle Schmulbach 

Co-Sponsors: Hayden Moore, Providence Andrews 

Delegation:  Williamsville 

A BILL 

For an Act Creating Chapter 210, Section 160, of the Illinois Compiled Statutes, relating to the 

legalization of euthanasia. 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE YMCA YOUTH LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ILLINOIS.

Section I. Physician-assisted suicide will be legalized in the State of Illinois.  1 

Section II. A patient may make a request to receive a prescription for a medication to end his or her 2 
life if the following conditions are met: 3 

The individual is 18, or 16-17 years old with consent. 4 
The individual is an Illinois resident. 5 
The individual has a terminal illness and has a life expectancy of 6 months or less or in the 6 
case of an inoperable chronic condition. 7 
The individual is able to make and communicate an informed decision to a health care provider. 8 

Section III. The request process for a physician-assisted suicide requires: 9 

Two physicians to deem the patient mentally competent to understand the consequences of his 10 
or her decision.  11 
A patient to give two verbal requests; the first will be evaluated by their primary physician and 12 
after a 14-day period the patient may give their second verbal request to a second, consulting 13 
physician. The physicians will decide whether or not the patient is meeting the right criteria for 14 
physician-assisted suicide.   15 
A patient to write a specific document to his or her primary physician, witnessed by two other 16 
persons who are not relatives of the individual, stating that they are mentally competent and 17 
acting voluntarily. Their primary physician will not count as a witness.  18 

Section IV. A physician must be present when the lethal drug is administered to certify death.  19 

Section V. This Bill shall go into effect on January 1, 2019 upon the signature of the Youth 20 
Governor of the State of Illinois. 21 
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Introduced by: Referred to Committee: Blue 5 

Senate Sponsor: Keysy Barajas 

House Sponsor: Ximena Alfaro 

Co-Sponsors:       

Delegation:        

A BILL 

For an Act creating Chapter 415, of the Illinois Compiled Statutes , relating to for equal pay for 

women. 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE YMCA YOUTH LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ILLINOIS.

Section I. To help address this unfair wage gap, let it become law that all businesses  and 1 

employers pay women and men the same pay rate for the same job. While it will be claimed that this 2 

act is much like similar acts already placed, it is important to address that this law would end the 3 

wage gap problem 4 

Section II. Each business in Illinois will need to send the pay rates of all their employees, in a 5 

women's organization and can therefore, check that there are no pay differences between men and 6 

women. Businesses must send in receipts of pay stubs in order to prevent lying on the budgets. If a 7 

business does not send all their information about their employees’ pay rates, the Women’s 8 

organization will send a reminder through mail and e-mail. 9 

Section III. If the business still does not send the information, they will start off with a $20,000 10 

fine, there will be a 2% of yearly income increase for every week the forms are not turned in.   11 

Section IV. This process will be electronic, and the rates will be able to be checked through a 12 

program designed for just this. This program will be able to check all the information sent to the 13 

Women’s Bureau and make sure that equal pay is established. The money collected from penalties 14 

goes to the Women’s Bureau so that this law can be enforced. If refusal continues, the case is to be 15 

taken to court and following penalties and fines will be at the judge’s jurisdiction. The judge is not 16 

to allow employers and businesses to pay men and women differently for the same work. The  17 
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ultimate decision must be that the employees get paid the same for the same work, no matter what 18 

gender. These cases should be handled as would a case of discrimination in the workplace. 19 

Section V. The state  goes to the electronic program to run this law. Our funding would come from 20 

the new Equal Pay Business Tax. This tax of 1% of a business’ revenue would be placed on 21 

businesses with 500 employees.  22 

Section VI. This law shall go into effect on November 20, 2018, upon the signature of the Youth 23 

Governor of the state of Illinois. 24 
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STATE OF ILLINOIS 

 
Sixty-Ninth Session 

Illinois Youth Legislature 

 
Introduced by: Referred to Committee: Blue 5

 

Senate Sponsor: Emilie Schramer 

House Sponsor: Grant Goral 

Co-Sponsors: Kierstin Cole 

Delegation: Kishwaukee Family YMCA 
 

A BILL 

 

For an Act amending Act 55, Chapter 34, Section  5-37011,  of  the  Illinois  Compiled Statutes, 
relating to the creation of a permanent hospital police unit. 

 
BE IT ENACTED BY THE YMCA YOUTH LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ILLINOIS.

Section I. This bill will create a mandate on hospitals to provide proper security in their 1 
facilities. 2 

Section II. This mandate will require all hospitals to provide properly trained security personnel for 3 
the safety of patients and health care staff. Security personnel in hospital  must  follow  4 
training  protocol  applicable  to  law  enforcement  officers employed by the state. Additionally, 5 
these personnel also must be trained in how to handle weapons in a health care setting. All 6 
hospitals must have at least one armed guard on campus at all times. Hospitals may contract out 7 
to the local sheriff under whose jurisdiction a facility is under or they may contract out to 8 
private security firms with the understanding that these guards must have proper training. 9 

Section III. This mandate will not cost the state anything. Hospitals must pay for their own 10 
security nonetheless. This piece of legislation simply requires hospitals to provide adequate 11 
security for the safety of patients and employees. 12 

Section IV. Hospitals not in compliance with this statute will be subject to a fine equal to 13 
30% of what it would cost to provide security in compliance with this law the first year with an 14 
extra 5% added to the 30% every year the hospital is not in compliance. The proceeds from this 15 
fine will be redistributed to help low income hospitals fund security. 16 

Section V. This Bill shall go into effect on July 1, 2019 upon the signature of the Youth 17 
Governor of the State of Illinois. 18 
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STATE OF ILLINOIS 

 
Sixty-Ninth Session 

Illinois Youth Legislature 

Introduced by: Referred to Committee: Blue 5 

Senate Sponsor: Grace Tulley 

House Sponsor: Abby Histed 

Co-Sponsors: Peyton D’Orazio 

Delegation:  Northeast Independent 

A BILL 

For an Act amending 720 ILCS 570/Art. IV, of the Illinois Compiled Statutes, relating to minor drug 

possession. 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE YMCA YOUTH LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ILLINOIS.

Section I. This bill decriminalizes all minor juvenile and adult drug possessions in the state of 1 

Illinois, not including drug possession with intent to sell or distribute. Any and all drug charges 2 

apart from minor possession will remain unchanged.  3 

Section II. Suspects convicted of minor possession of any illegal substance will receive alternative 4 

punishment to prison time, including but not limited to community service, rehabilitation, or fines. 5 

Any sentencing will be at the discretion of the courts.  6 

Section III. The cost of rehabilitation will be taken from already existing funds for imprisonment.  7 

Section IV. Because this is a change in sentencing, the enforcement agency will be the courts. Any 8 

additional assistance or oversight needed will be provided by the Illinois Department of Public 9 

Health. 10 

Section V. This Bill shall go into effect on May 19th, 2018 upon the signature of the Youth 11 

Governor of the State of Illinois. 12 
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Introduced by: Referred to Committee: Blue 6 

Senate Sponsor: Ben Leverich 

House Sponsor: Joe Leverich 

Co-Sponsors: Gannon Flynn, Bailey Maratea 

Delegation:  Oswego 

 

A BILL 

For an Act repealing Chapter 425, Section 35, of the Illinois Compiled Statutes, relating to the 

Pyrotechnic Use Act. 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE YMCA YOUTH LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ILLINOIS.

Section I. The manufacture, sale, distribution, and possession of fireworks in the state of Illinois is 1 

now legal with the following limitations:  an individual must be 18 years of age to purchase 2 

fireworks, the usage of fireworks is allowed from 9:00AM – 11:00PM every day of the year except 3 

for Memorial Day, July 4 and New Year’s Eve the hours will extend to 12:00AM, the fireworks must 4 

only be used on the private property of the individual who purchased the fireworks. 5 

Section II. Any damage to property or person from the usage of fireworks will be the responsibility 6 

of the individual who purchased said fireworks.  7 

Section III. Local law enforcement is responsible for ensuring the safety and security of the 8 

community. A fine of $250 will be imposed on those in violation.  9 

Section IV. This Bill shall go into effect on January 10, 2019 upon the signature of the Youth 10 

Governor of the State of Illinois. 11 
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Introduced by: Referred to Committee: Blue 6 

 

Senate Sponsor: Sophie McComb 

House Sponsor: Camryn Anderson 

Co-Sponsors: Ellie Bowers, Emma Keicher 

Delegation: Kishwaukee YMCA 

 
A BILL 

For an Act 720, of the Illinois Compiled Statutes 5/3-5(a), relating to Status of Limitations on DNA 
Testing for Sexual Assault Kits. 

 
BE IT ENACTED BY THE YMCA YOUTH LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ILLINOIS.

Section I. This Bill will extend the Statute of Limitations of Processing DNA from sexual 1 
assault kits, from 10 years to indefinitely. 2 

Section II. This legislation will also change the time period a victim can report a sexual assault 3 

from 2 years to indefinitely. 4 

Section III. This bill will require no additional funding, as it is currently funded through the 5 

Victims Compensation Fund which is overseen by the Comptroller. 6 

Section IV. This Bill shall go into effect on July 1, 2018 upon the signature of the Youth 7 

Governor of the State of Illinois. 8 
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STATE OF ILLINOIS 

Sixty-Ninth Session 
Illinois Youth Legislature 

Introduced by: Referred to Committee: Blue 6 

Senate Sponsor: Jacob Chimack 

House Sponsor: Joseph Bautch 

Co-Sponsors: Josh Laurich and Daniel Gillian 

Delegation:  Batavia High School       

A BILL 

For an Act creating Chapter 420, Article 50, of the Illinois Compiled Statutes, relating to nuclear 

waste disposal. 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE YMCA YOUTH LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ILLINOIS9 

Section I. Illinois will build and maintain a nuclear waste storage facility. This facility will be 1 

modelled from the Yucca Mountain Project, with adjustments to geological differences and the 2 

quantity of nuclear waste in Illinois. 3 

Section II. The estimated cost of the Illinois waste storage facility will be $4.8 billion. The source of 4 

the funding will come from the Department of Energy of Illinois. $1 billion each year of the $4.4 5 

billion set aside for management and disposal of Illinois nuclear waste will go towards funding this 6 

project.  7 

Section III. The first five years the bill is in effect, $100 million dollars will be funded towards 8 

research for the design of the facility, the operation of building the facility, and a funding increase 9 

for the town(s) that the facility will be in the county. If successful, the rest of the money will be 10 

funded into building the storage facility and the requirements to maintaining the storage facility by 11 

any means necessary.  12 

Section IV. Hardin County, Illinois, will be the location of the nuclear storage facility. The towns, 13 

cities, and other civilizations within Hardin County will receive a $20 million budget increase from 14 

the State of Illinois Treasury for having the facility in their county. 15 

Section V. By chance, if there are complications that will affect the production of the facility or if 16 

there are problems that will prevent the facility from being built, the project will be defunded and 17 

the funding will be funneled towards research for effective and efficient nuclear waste storage. 18 
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Section VI. The facility will be named ‘Illinois Nuclear Storage Facility’. 19 

Section VII. This Bill shall go into effect on March 1, 2020 upon the signature of the Youth 20 

Governor of the State of Illinois. 21 
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STATE OF ILLINOIS 

Sixty-Ninth Session 
Illinois Youth Legislature 

Introduced by: Referred to Committee: Blue 7 

Senate Sponsor: Jared Walsh 

House Sponsor: Matthew Strong    

Co-Sponsors:        Michael Moscardini and Michael Cisar   

Delegation:  Wheaton Warrenville South High School 

A BILL 

For an Act amending chapter 68, section 775,   of the Illinois Compiled Statutes relating to 
incarceration. 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE YMCA YOUTH LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ILLINOIS.

Section I.  No correctional facility within the state of Illinois may keep an inmate in solitary 1 
confinement for longer than 15 days. After a prisoner is released from solitary confinement, they 2 
may not return to solitary confinement until 15 days have passed. 3 

Section II. Inmates under age 25 may not be placed in solitary confinement for more than 3 days, 4 
and may not return to solitary confinement until 15 days have passed. Inmates diagnosed with a 5 
mental illness may not be placed in solitary confinement for more than 3 days, and may not return 6 
until 15 days have passed.  7 

Section III.  If a correctional facility is found to have violated this law, the correctional officer who 8 
ordered the inmate into solitary confinement will pay a fine equal to ten percent of their annual 9 
salary. 10 

Section IV.  The Illinois Jail and Detention Standards Unit will inspect the conditions of solitary 11 
confinement in the prisons they routinely expect. The Illinois State Police will enforce this bill by 12 
collecting fines upon notification by the Illinois Jail and Detention Standards Unit.  13 

Section V.  The funding from the bill will come from the fines collected by Illinois State Police. If the 14 
costs of enforcing the bill prove larger than anticipated, the fines collected will large enough to 15 
cover any additional hiring needs. 16 

Section VI.  This Bill shall go into effect on January 1, 2019 upon the signature of the Youth 17 
Governor of the State of Illinois. 18 
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STATE OF ILLINOIS 

Sixty-Ninth Session 

Illinois Youth Legislature 

Introduced by:        Referred to Committee: Blue 7 

Senate Sponsor: Leslie Garcia 

House Sponsor: Julia Gryc 

Co-Sponsors:  Jazlynn Ramirez 

Delegation:  Leyden 

A BILL 

For an Act creating Chapter 415, of the Illinois Compiled Statutes , relating to Child Abuse. 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE YMCA YOUTH LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ILLINOIS.

Section I. There will be 4 scheduled visits, with additional random visits required monthly from a 1 

DCFS social worker, until foster child is adopted. Visits have to be within 4-6 days apart. Rather 2 

than 2 visits a month already obliged in DCFS rules and regulations. This will occur in the beginning 3 

of the relationship of the foster child and the foster parents.  This is required so that no further 4 

harm is made to the foster child(ren) in the first few months of moving into the new foster home.  5 

Section II. Amend the current fine ranging from $300 - $10,000 for abusing a foster child for it to 6 

be changed to $6,000 for first offence, and $3,000 more for any additional offences each time. 7 

Foster parent to be revoked of their foster parent license permanently and foster children will be 8 

removed immediately 30% of all fines 11 are to go to DCFS, in order to hire more workers for 9 

monthly visits.  10 

Section III. Amend the current fine from $300 - $10,000 for falsely reporting child abuse or failure 11 

to report child abuse to $500 - $10,000. This is appointed so that no one acquires more money or 12 

abuses their power in the DCFS system.  13 

Section IV. More DCFS social workers are to be hired to enforce these new rules. The new and 14 

current social workers are also to train and be making visits constantly around state assigned to.  15 

Section V. This bill will be funded off the augment of the fines of child abuse, falsely reporting, or 16 

failure to report child abuse. 17 

Section VI. This bill shall go into effect on April 1st, 2019 upon the signature of the Youth 18 

Governor of the State of Illinois. 19 
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STATE OF ILLINOIS 

Sixty-Ninth Session 
Illinois Youth Legislature 

 

Introduced by: Referred to Committee: Blue 7 

Senate Sponsor: Bjorn Held 

House Sponsor: Aleks Castner 

Co-Sponsors: Ben Funderburg 

Delegation:  Faith Lutheran 

A BILL 

For an Act amending chapter 95, section 6-110 of the Illinois Compiled Statutes relating to driving 

curfews. 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE YMCA YOUTH LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ILLINOIS.

Section I. If the licensee is less than 18 years of age, unless one of the exceptions applies , the 1 

license shall, as a matter of law, be invalid for the operation of any motor vehicle during the 2 

following times: 12am to 6am Friday and Saturday nights, 11pm to 6am Sunday through Thursday 3 

nights.   4 

Section II. A licensee less than 18 years of age will be permitted to operate a motor vehicle during 5 

curfew if one of the following exceptions applies: going to or coming home from a school event, 6 

work, or church function. 7 

Section III. Summer curfew hours for licensees under the age of 18 will be from 12am to 6am every 8 

night. Summer is defined as the period from June 1st to August 31st 9 

Section IV. The consequences for breaking driving curfew will be a $75 dollar fine, and will not go 10 

on the drivers driving record. 11 

Section V. This Bill shall go into effect on June 1st 2018, upon the signature of the Youth Governor 12 

of the State of Illinois. 13 
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STATE OF ILLINOIS 

Sixty-Ninth Session 
Illinois Youth Legislature 

 

Introduced by: Referred to Committee: Blue 7 

Senate Sponsor: Jacob Morton 

House Sponsor: Grace Gerardi 

Co-Sponsors: Jeffrey Trux 

Delegation:  Batavia 

A BILL 

For an Act creating Chapter 820, Section 85, Article 185 of the Illinois Compiled Statutes, relating 

to the limiting of the percentage of part-time workers a business employs.  

BE IT ENACTED BY THE YMCA YOUTH LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ILLINOIS.

Section I. The percentage of part-time workers a large business may employ shall be limited to 20% 1 

of its workforce at any given business location. A business location shall be defined as a property 2 

where transactions, labor, and/or executive decision-making occurs and which is owned, leased, or 3 

rented by the business entity.  4 

Section II. For the purposes of this bill, a large business shall be defined as a business that employs 5 

25 or more people. Part-time work shall be defined as working equal to or fewer than 30 hours per 6 

week, not including sick leave or vacation time, for at least two weeks per month.  7 

Section III. Every six months, the management of each large business location shall send a report to 8 

the Illinois Advisory Board of Labor. This report shall include a roster including the first and last 9 

names as well as the Social Security Number of all employees that worked at the place of business 10 

in the preceding six months and the number of hours worked by each employee weekly. It shall also 11 

include the total number of employees, the number of part-time employees, and the number of full-12 

time employees. The report shall be due on the second Monday in January each year and the second 13 

Monday in July each year. The Advisory Board of Labor shall review all reports within six weeks of 14 

receiving them.  15 

Section IV. Failure to send proper reports by the deadline shall result in a fine of $500. Failure to 16 

comply with the limit of part-time employees shall result in a fine of $350 per month per part-time  17 
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employee that exceeds the 20% limit. Any business which violates this law or has related 18 

outstanding fines for 12 consecutive months is to have its operations halted until all outstanding 19 

fines are paid. Fines are to be collected by the Illinois Department of Labor.  20 

Section V. Those who typically work full-time and are temporarily mandated to work part-time due 21 

to injury are permitted to do so without penalty to the employer until given consent by a doctor to 22 

return to full-time work. They must then return to full-time work. Should an individual be covering 23 

for another in the event of injury, the covering individual does not change the company’s part-24 

time/full-time worker count. When a doctor gives consent, the injured individual must return to 25 

work.  26 

Section VI. This bill does not require any additional funding.  27 

Section VI. This Bill shall go into effect on September 3, 2018, upon the signature of the Youth 28 

Governor of the State of Illinois.29 
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LOBBYISTS

ILLINOIS YMCA YOUTH and GOVERNMENT
SPRINGFIELD ASSEMBLY
BLUE

Last NameFirst Name Delegation Organization

Lina Amro1 Chicago Coalition for the HomelessWheaton Warrenville South

Amy Arrigo2 American Civil Liberties UnionWheaton Warrenville South

Annika Barron3 One Hope UnitedWheaton Warrenville South

Lauren Bartlett4 Illinois Education AssociationWilliamsville High School

Shashank Begur5 Chicago Coalition for the HomelessOswego High School

Cagney Cappelli6 Caterpillar, IncOswego High School

MichaelAngelo Chazaro 7 Carmel Catholic High School

Valeria Crites8 Taxpayers’ Federation of IllinoisWilliamsville High School

Kartik Dixit9 American Lung Association of IllinoisNeuqua Valley High School

Anshul Goswami10 Cure ViolenceNeuqua Valley High School

Cheyenne Greenenwald 11 MisericordiaCarmel Catholic High School

Sarah Henry12 Environmental Law and Policy CenterNeuqua Valley High School

Thomas Hung13 Illinois Health and Hospital AssociationNeuqua Valley High School

Taylor Iskalis14 Special Olympics IllinoisCarmel Catholic High School

Ibrahim Islam15 Neuqua Valley High School

Natalie Jobes16 Illinois Coalition Against Domestic ViolenceOswego High School

Imani Joseph17 American Association of University Women-ILKenwood Academy

Visa Kalyanasundaram18 Equality IllinoisOswego High School

Kavya Karthi19 RAINNNeuqua Valley High School

Ariel Kim20 Planned ParenthoodNeuqua Valley High School

Jim Knapp21 Chicago Coalition Against HomelessnessWheaton Warrenville South

Taylor Kwok22 Neuqua Valley High School

Christian Lech23 American Civil Liberties UnionWheaton Warrenville South
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Last NameFirst Name Delegation Organization

Esther Lee24 Illinois Coalition for at Risk YouthNeuqua Valley High School

Carleigh Lewaniak25 MisericordiaWheaton Warrenville South

Payton Major26 Clean Line EnergyNeuqua Valley High School

Anna McBride27 Illinois Association of Chiefs of PoliceWilliamsville High School

Manyu Mogallapalli28 Chicago Coalition for the HomelessNeuqua Valley High School

Daisy Monge29 Wheaton Warrenville South

Sam Morrow30 Illinois Beverage AssociationWheaton Warrenville South

Emma Nigrelli31 The Humane Society of the USWheaton Warrenville South

Younis Nooraldeen32 FairVoteNeuqua Valley High School

Rohit Panse33 GoogleNeuqua Valley High School

Ellie Pensabene34 The Humane Society of the USWilliamsville High School

Grace Perlman35 Equality IllinoisWheaton Warrenville South

Paige Pierson36 The Illinois Association of School BoardsGateway Region YMCA

Carissa Plake37 Illinois Education AssociationWilliamsville High School

Dhaval Purohit38 Change IllinoisNeuqua Valley High School

Nishanth Raj39 American Civil Liberties UnionWheaton Warrenville South

Maddie Reuland40 Carmel Catholic High School

Diana Rodriguez 41 MALDEFEisenhower High School

Shay Saha42 Illinois Coalition for the Education of at Risk Neuqua Valley High School

Logan Sarginson43 AmerenWilliamsville High School

Sonja Shirkevich44 Illinois Manufacturers AssociationNeuqua Valley High School

Henry Sottrel45 Illinois Biotechnology Industry OrganizationWheaton Warrenville South

Dylan Stumbris46 Veterans of Foreign WarsWheaton Warrenville South

Rushil Vellala47 The Taxpayers' Federation of IllinoisNeuqua Valley High School

Andrew Womack48 Illinois Education AssociationWilliamsville High School
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ILLINOIS YMCA YOUTH AND GOVERNMENT 

LOBBYIST LEGISLATIVE AGENDA 

Lobbyist: Lina Amro  

Delegation: Wheaton Warrenville South High School 

Organization Name: Chicago Coalition for the Homeless (CCH)   

Organization Background: 
The Chicago Correlation for the Homeless, otherwise titled the CCH, is an endless network of 
lobbyists striving to terminate homelessness and bring unemployment levels into extinction. Since 
1980, law experts within the CCH have been advocating for not only the prevention of 
homelessness, but for education within the surplus of homeless youths in Chicago. By providing 
services such as Homeless school enrollment plan and their No Youth Behind program, the CCH 
mobilizes youth and youth providers to advocate for state and city resources.  

Position: 
The CCH’s overall legislative position is to attempt to eliminate the overall concept of homelessness 
and to provide services for homeless families and youths in need of financial support and shelter. 
This nonprofit organization believes that one major human right in a just society is basic housing. 
By covering a broad range of homeless related topics and problems, the CCH ensures an improved 
lifestyle for all different situations found in the homeless in Illinois. Their determination brought 
1,550 homeless students and leaders to Springfield for 23 lobby days, pushing a revenue package 
with funding for homeless and housing services. In this example of the CCH’s interactive advocacy, 
one can see that this organization not only works to solve this worldwide problem, but they also 
work to display all of the voices of the ignored homeless within their advocacy. 

Legislative Priorities 
1.  Provide more CCH college scholarships and acquire more funds from private donors and/or 

from the state budget in hopes of providing homeless youth with a prosperous education that 
can provide a base for their academic future. Although some may believe that funds for 
education are not as influential as their need for more shelters, it is proven that a higher 
education will result in a larger possibility for a stable job in one's future, thus helping solve 
possible financial issues.  

2.  Stop the Graham-Cassidy repeal bill and protect/save the Affordable Care Act so that 
homeless and low-income adults don't lose coverage in Medicaid in expansion states (Illinois). 
Without the Affordable Care Act, more money may be placed into our states budget, but this 
means that a surplus of the homeless will be left without healthcare, thus adding to the 
problem of self-medication and drug use within the homeless.  

3.  Advocate for a complete state budget in which is fully funded with adequate revenue in order 
to provide emergency funding for human services. Although funds would be taken away from 
other state programs, the large fund towards  human services would help provide more 
shelters, food kitchens, and scholarships for the homeless and homeless youth 

4.  Urge governor Bruce Rauner to sign House Bill 494, a bill to eliminate lifetime blockage to 
employment in schools for people with records so that more homeless can be provided with a 
second chance at a stable form of employment. Although it has already been passed, the 
organization is waiting on our states governor to sign this bill in order to formally establish the 
House Bill 494 as an official Law 

5.  Raise the minimum wage in order to ensure more substantial forms of employment in which 
will provide a wage able to support the homeless and possibly their families. Not only would 
this be beneficial for the homeless, it would be influential for the middle and working class of 
Illinois.
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ILLINOIS YMCA YOUTH AND GOVERNMENT 

LOBBYIST LEGISLATIVE AGENDA 

Lobbyist: Amy Arrigo   

Delegation:  Wheaton Warrenville South High School 

Organization Name:      American Civil Liberties Union  

Organization Background: 
The American Civil Liberties Union, or ACLU, is an expansive and exhaustive network of lobbyists 
and law experts who fight for constitutionality and civil rights of American citizens. The Illinois 
chapter of the organization -- founded in 1929 on the heels of the national ACLU’s creation in 
1920 -- shares the main priorities of the national one, but because of its state-level focus it can 
hone in on issues unique to the social and economic spheres of the state of Illinois. 

Position: 
The IACLU, as implied by its name, focuses largely on the defense and furthering of civil and human 
rights, especially for the various minorities in the country. It covers a broad range of topics, 
including rights for women members of the LGBT+ community, defending freedom of speech, and 
actions to combat disenfranchisement. My strong shared interest in and devotion to many of these 
topics is one of the primary motivations that I have to lobby for this organization in Springfield. 

Legislative Priorities 
1. The IACLU, in the footsteps of the national branch, believes strongly in fighting for the rights of 

citizens in the LGBTQ+ community -- from protecting same-sex couples from religious 
discrimination, to advancing the freedoms of transgender and intersex individuals. In addition, 
the organization is also dedicated to defending citizens in illinois living with HIV. I aim to 
embody these beliefs and support progress for these groups, as well as oppose legislation that 
would strip protections against things like proper healthcare and discriminatory practices.    

2. The IACLU strongly supports the protection of First Amendment rights, including freedoms of 
Speech and Assembly, for all people in the state of Illinois.  

3. The IACLU advocates for the advancement of women’s rights in Illinois; this, among other 
things, includes a prominent focus on the right of women to choose to receive an abortion. I 
believe that these rights have been an issue at the forefront of Illinois politics as of late, and I 
intend to lobby in favor of protections similar to the one passed recently, which protects 
women’s rights even in the event that Roe v. Wade is overturned. 

4. The IACLU believes in the utmost importance of the right to the ballot of every citizen, and 
fights against the disenfranchisement of any citizen based on ethnicity, income, or location. 
Should a bill come up that involves these rights, I intend to lobby in favor of easy access to the 
ballot. 

5. IACLU recognizes the need to help ethnic minorities gain equality in disadvantaged places. 
Along with organizations such as Next Steps and  Communities United, the IACLU is currently in 
the process of filing a lawsuit against the city of Chicago for the alleged practices of City police 
against minorities. These practices, which have been condemned at the federal level by the DOJ, 
allegedly utilize excessive use of violent and unlawful tactics to ensure compliance from victims. 
Bills relating to these issues may arise in Springfield, and in keeping with the IACLU I want to 
prioritize taking action to make the process more thorough and cohesive in order to reduce 
violence like the actions presented in cases like this. 
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ILLINOIS YMCA YOUTH AND GOVERNMENT 

LOBBYIST LEGISLATIVE AGENDA 

Lobbyist: Annika Barron 

Delegation: Wheaton Warrenville South High School 

Organization Name: One Hope United 

Organization Background: 
One Hope United began as two orphanages in Illinois. In 1987 they joined together in a federation 
to benefit the children of Illinois. Throughout their history as an organization they have made their 
voice heard by promoting laws to protect and provide for children who cannot give their own voice 
in government. 95% of youth in their programs have shown a decrease in risky behavior and 98% of 
parents gained knowledge of child development during the process which could then be used to give 
their children a better experience. They have also had great success in foster care, with a 96% 
success rate of reuniting children with their families, and also prevented most children in foster 
care that they worked with with fewer than two different placements. Today, their organization 
includes 700 team members who serve over 10,000 children and their family yearly in 4 different 
states. 

Position: 
The goal of One Hope United is to increase opportunity for children, especially those who are born 
into high risk communities and families by providing solutions to improve the future of these 
children who might otherwise be stuck in a cycle of abuse, poverty, or neglect. They are associated 
with many child development and protection programs throughout the state of Illinois and work 
with thousands of children and families but would like to expand their reach by improving state 
programs associated with the wellbeing of these children. 
 
Legislative Priorities 
1. Improve the Illinois public welfare system. 

2. Oppose keeping children in foster care for longer than necessary without trying to heal the 
family so they may return safely.     

3. Improve Illinois public education.    

4. Provide therapeutic intervention for at risk youth and their families through counseling and 
other prevention programs. 

5. Protect children from abuse and neglect. 

6. Create safer neighborhoods and communities for children to live in by eradicating things that 
would promote danger, such as guns and alcohol or drug abuse. 
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ILLINOIS YMCA YOUTH AND GOVERNMENT 

LOBBYIST LEGISLATIVE AGENDA 

Lobbyist:  Lauren Bartlett 

Delegation:   Williamsville High School 

Organization Name:  Illinois Education Association 

Organization Background: 
In 1853 in December, a group of teachers held a meeting in Bloomington to talk about the 
educational needs of the state.  Ths group founded the Illinois State Teachers’ Association, which 
would later be renamed to the Illinois Education Association in 1936. Representatives of the 
statewide membership continued to meet annually at this time, but a board of directors and 
permanent staff pursued the Association’s goals year-round. During this period a teacher tenure 
law was secured (1941), and a minimum salary law was enacted (1945). 

After a 1970 constitutional convention, classroom teachers assumed control of the IEA. Unified 
dues with the National Education Association were established, and the UniServ system with field 
offices was adopted. More staff was hired to help negotiate contracts with school boards, and in 
1971, the Illinois Political Action Committee for Education was created. It give public school 
employees a stronger voice in the politics.  

Position: 
The Illinois Education Association’s mission is to affect excellence and equity in public education 
and to be the advocacy organization for all public education employees.  So in my opinion, their 
legislative position would be to lobby for or to voice their support for bills that improve the 
education system in any way or lobby against any bills that prohibit the growth in Illinois education 
in any form. 

Legislative Priorities: 
1. Any bills that enhance the education system in any way. 

2. Any bills that provide a better environment for both students and faculty. 

3. Any bills that mandate local control of charter schools. 

4. Any bills dealing with the salary of teachers. 

5. Any bills dealing with homeless students. 
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LOBBYIST LEGISLATIVE AGENDA 

Lobbyist:  Shashank Begur 

Delegation:   Oswego 

Organization Name:  Chicago Coalition for the Homeless 

Organization Background: 
The Chicago Coalition of the Homeless was created to stop homelessness because housing is a 
human right in a just society.      

Position: 
They organize and advocate to prevent and end homelessness because they believe housing is a 
human right in a just society.      

Legislative Priorities 
1. End homelessness 

2. Housing is a human right 

3. Access to jobs 

4. Access to training 

5. Access to public schools

Blue - 78



ILLINOIS YMCA YOUTH AND GOVERNMENT 

LOBBYIST LEGISLATIVE AGENDA 

Lobbyist: Cagney Cappelli 

Delegation:  Oswego High school      

Organization Name:  Caterpillar, Inc      

Organization Background: 
The organization started in Deerfield, Illinois. How it gives back to Illinois is by doing construction 
work around the state making Illinois safer and better. It also gives assets to those that need it. 
Agricultural equipment assets were given to DeKalb, Illinois in 2002.      
 
Position: 
They’re a successful construction company that is trying to make their work more efficient and 
safer across the country including Illinois. Without the company there’d be another one, but not 
nearly does the job as well as this one. 
      
 
Legislative Priorities 
(Identify 3-5 Legislative Priorities that will be your focus for this organization.) 
 
1. Making Construction more efficient and safer.       

2. Diverging assets to those in need 

3. Focus to digital based solutions, such a 3d printing for construction      

4. Expanding their offerings to enable customer success through integrated and differentiated 
ways      

5. Maximizing digital technology, using analytics for consumer problems. 
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LOBBYIST LEGISLATIVE AGENDA 

Lobbyist: MichaelAngelo Chazaro 

Delegation:  Carmel Catholic High School 

Agenda not available for printing but copies will be available in Springfield.
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ILLINOIS YMCA YOUTH AND GOVERNMENT 

LOBBYIST LEGISLATIVE AGENDA 

Lobbyist:  Valeria Crites 

Delegation:   Williamsville 

Organization Name:  Taxpayers’ Federation of Illinois 

Organization Background: 
The Taxpayers’ Federation of Illinois was started in 1940 and was mainly intended to watch over 
and be an “efficiency expert” for matters of public finance. The organization is a nonpartisan 
source of information on tax matters for both legislatures and members of the public. They have 
dealt with many reforms over the last decades and are continuing to make sure tax dollars are 
spent wisely and efficiently.   
 
Position: 
On bills dealing with local taxing, The Taxpayers’ Federation opposes any bill that does not include 
a taxpayer referendum for approval of the tax. Also, they push for transparency in the expenditure 
of state funds. 
 
Legislative Priorities 
1. Any bill having to do with disclosure of confidential tax returns. 

2. Any bill dealing with taxpayer referendum. 

3. Any bill about pension costs. 
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LOBBYIST LEGISLATIVE AGENDA 

Lobbyist: Kartikeya Dixit 

Delegation: Neuqua Valley High School 

Organization Name: American Lung Association of Illinois. 

Organization Background: 
The main goal of this organization is to defeat lung cancer, reduce smoking and end tobacco use. It 

is overall to improve people’s lungs and their health. It is also to get rid of diseases. They are also 

working to strengthen laws and policies that protect everyone from secondhand smoke and the 

deadly effects of tobacco use. Their State of Tobacco Control Report tracks progress at the state 

and federal level and offers solutions to reduce tobacco use and secondhand smoke exposure 

across America. They reported that 28 states and the District of Columbia have passed laws 

prohibiting smoking in almost all public places and workplaces. The organization aims to continue 

until everyone in all 50 states can enjoy clean air. 

 
Position: 

According to the CDC, cigarette smoking and tobacco is responsible for more than 480,000 deaths 

per year in the United States, including more than 41,000 deaths resulting from secondhand smoke 

exposure. This is about one in five deaths annually, or 1,300 deaths every day. On average, 

smokers die 10 years earlier than nonsmokers. That is why the organization is actively working to 

defeat lung cancer by prohibiting smoking in public places as well as ban tobacco products. It is 

also actively working in reducing air pollution by spreading awareness . The main goal is to ban 

smoking in public places and eliminate tobacco related diseases to promote healthier and more 

productive lifestyles. 

 
Legislative Priorities 

1. The organization is against smoking in public places 

2. They are also against the sale of tobacco related products 

3. They support the acceleration of fundraising and 

4. To Defeat Lung Cancer through immense funding towards their cause and related research. 

5. Supports the making of a pollution free environment by spreading awareness. 
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Lobbyist: Anshul Goswami 

Delegation: Neuqua Valley High School 

Organization Name: Cure Violence 

Organization Background: 
Cure Violence is an organization that wants to stop spread of violence by utilizing methods 
associated with disease control and behavior change. They are an organization that helps stop the 
spread of violence by preventing it from starting in the first place. Their scientific approach such as 
controlling triggers of violence with environmental change is being used by more than 50 
communities and countries ranging from El Salvador to Syria. They also help prevent violence by 
educating people about violence itself and how to identify and stop it. They are partnered with 
“Without Violence” in order to develop more effective communication strategies that can help 
broaden and deepen engagement with the issue of violence against children. 
 
Position: 
Their goal is to support communities seeking to reduce violence. Cure Violence also supports laws 
that promote better approaches to violence prevention. They believe that violence is a significant 
problem that needs to be corrected, and that the consequences are incredibly serious, such as it 
being the #1 cause of death for African-American and Latinos aged 15-24.Communities such as 
“Men Stopping Violence” are also addressing the problem of violence with similar approaches of 
Cure Violence. They want to eradicate violence as much as possible by following their belief that 
“health is the solution”. 

 
Legislative Priorities 
1. Change environmental factors in order to reduce the community’s susceptibility to violence 

2. Educate students in school on better approaches to violence prevention 

3. Increasing cooperation and coordination between health-related professions and relations 

4. Adding training to community officials and policemen regarding what to do in situations of 

violence 

5. Going against organizations that support uses of weapons such as guns or harmful 

substances 
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Lobbyist: Cheyenne Greenenwald 

Delegation:  Carmel Catholic High School 

Agenda not available for printing but copies will be available in Springfield..
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Lobbyist:  Sarah Henry 

Delegation:  Neuqua Valley High School 

Organization Name: Environmental Law and Policy Center 

Organization Background: 
Founded in 1993, the Environmental Law and Policy Center focuses on combining economic 
advancement with environmentally friendly policies, exhibited by advocacy for green advancements, 
from the improvement and application of renewable resources, to protecting Illinois’ natural 
habitats. In the past, the ELPC has succeeded nationally and regionally in their strive for clean 
energy development and pollution reduction, land use and transportation reform, and protection of 
natural resources. In 2012, the Environmental Law and Policy Center earned a tier one ranking in 
the Chicago Green Office Challenge, exemplifying their principles of green living; in 1999, the ELPC 
created the $250 million Illinois Clean Energy Community Trust, the goal of which being to fund and 
promote clean energy programs. 
 
Position: 
The Environmental Law and Policy Center strives to promote environmentally friendly 
advancements. Advocating for their belief that environmental progress can co-exist alongside 
economic advancement, they promote green policies from energy to transportation. 
 
Legislative Priorities 
1. Create Markets for Clean Energy 
 
2. Decrease Air Pollution 
 
3. Clean Up Major Rivers and Lakes 
 
4. Prevent Water Pollution 
 
5. Create Clean Transportation Advancements 
 
6. Oppose Wasteful Highway Spending 
 
7. Protect the Natural Environment 
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Lobbyist: Thomas Hung 

Delegation: Neuqua Valley High School 

Organization Name: Illinois Health and Hospital Association 

Organization Background: 

The Illinois Health and Hospital Association represents around 200 hospitals and healthcare 
systems, making it a major organization involved in the process of uniting hospitals and reforming 
healthcare delivery systems (“Illinois Health and Hospital Association”). In an effort to provide 
lower income residents with financial assistance, the Illinois Health and Hospital Association has 
placed laws to provide uninsured and low income patients with a 100% discount and up to a 135% 
discount based on income (“Illinois Health and Hospital Association”). The Illinois Health and 
Hospital Association works to pass bills that will transform the healthcare and health insurance 
system. The Illinois Health and Hospital Association is voting against Congress’ attempts to repeal 
the Affordable Care Act (ACA), which has covered 1 million residents and provides more than 
23,000 jobs in Chicago alone. If this act were to be repealed, it’s possible that Illinois $11.6 to 
$13.1 billion in economic activity (“ACA Advocacy Resources”). 

 
Position: 

The Illinois Health and Hospital Association (IHA) is working to extend healthcare access, provide 
financial aid to people that struggle to afford healthcare, and is aiming for a united healthcare 
delivery systems to strengthen the overall quality in hospitals (“Illinois Health and Hospital 
Association”). The IHA is also helping to protect the economic activity and job within the medical 
community by advocating against repeals for acts such as the Affordable Care Act(“ACA Advocacy 
Resources”). 

Legislative Priorities 

(Identify 3-5 Legislative Priorities that will be your focus for this organization.) 

1. Using subsidies for financial aid for low and moderate incomes with healthcare or health 
insurance. 

2. Reduce healthcare costs/expenses, by uniting hospitals and healthcare systems. 

3. Oppose laws that can reduce quality of healthcare, such as reductions in medical funding. 

4. Oppose the Congress repeals for the Affordable Care Act (ACA). 

5. Increase access of healthcare to rural areas. 
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Lobbyist: Taylor Iskalis 

Delegation:  Carmel Catholic High School 

Agenda not available for printing but copies will be available in Springfield.
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Lobbyist:  Natalie Jobes     

Delegation:   Oswego      

Organization Name:  Illinois Coalition Against Domestic Violence      

Organization Background: 
(A concise description of the relevant legislative history that is of concern to this organization and 
the impact it has had in Illinois.  Use facts, data and research.) 
They support policies that are in favor with helping to protect survivors and to bring about more 
awareness on the problem of domestic violence. Help hold batterer’s accountable to their actions 
with criminal charges and help women to petition the courts for an Order of Protection.  
 
Position: 
(Summarize the overall legislative position for this organization) 
A person can help in legal area of helping survivors of domestic violence or with creating and 
getting policies passed that help protect the survivors.  
      
 
Legislative Priorities 
(Identify 3-5 Legislative Priorities that will be your focus for this organization.) 
1. strengthen legal protections for survivors of domestic violence       

2. meet the complex needs of battered women and their children      

3.  help underserved populations     

4.  strengthen local domestic violence agencies by conducting online and in person trainings, 
providing consultation and tchnical assistance, and allocating grants to these local programs.      

5. Educate allied professionals who assist survivors by improving the response the survivors 
receive from a variety of things. 
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Lobbyist: Imani Joseph      

Delegation:  Kenwood Academy 

Organization Name:  American Association of University Women-IL, Inc.     

Organization Background: 
(A concise description of the relevant legislative history that is of concern to this organization and 
the impact it has had in Illinois.  Use facts, data and research.) 
The American Association of University women has donated 3.7 million dollars on woman graduates 
with 43% of fellowships and grants supporting STEAM women. The Illinois branch specifically has a 
gender equity fund started in 1997 for females to have equal opportunity to thrive. Also due to the 
diligence of the AAUW Illinois branch Illinois celebrated its first Jane Addams day December 7, 
2007. Jane addams was a pioneer within the civil rights movement and the female rights movement. 
The AAUW has finiciaced, encouraged, and celebrated the education of young women. They have 
had several influential legislative agendas passed including the following: Family and Medical Leave 
Act, the Matthew Shepard and James Byrd Jr. Hate Crimes Prevention Act, and the Lilly Ledbetter 
Fair Pay Act. 
 
Position: 
(Summarize the overall legislative position for this organization) 
The American Association of University Women-IL,Inc globally advocates for the equality involving 
women, education, reproductive, civil rights. The AAUW is passionate about causes that encourage 
socio-economic diversity and cultural diversity among members. The organization would oppose any 
bill’s that infringe on the rights of any marginalized group. It will also stress bills that are 
educational at its core and support bills that advocate diversity. The organization is very liberal 
with a stress on intellectual woman. 
 
Legislative Priorities 
(Identify 3-5 Legislative Priorities that will be your focus for this organization.) 
 
1. AAUW advocates for equality, individual rights, and social justice for a diverse society       

2.  AAUW supports a strong system of public education that promotes gender fairness, equity, 
and diversity     

3. AAUW advocates for all women to achieve economic self-sufficiency      

4. AAUW supports vigorous enforcement of Title IX and all other civil rights laws pertaining to 
education.     
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Lobbyist:  Visa Kalyanasun      

Delegation:  Oswego 

Organization Name: Equality Illinois  

Organization Background: 
(A concise description of the relevant legislative history that is of concern to this organization 
and the impact it has had in Illinois.  Use facts, data and research.) 
 
Equality Illinois was founded in 1991 as the Illinois Federation for Human Rights to secure, 
protect and defend the basic civil rights of gay, lesbian, bisexual, queer and questioning 
transgender (LGBTQ) Illinoisans.Equality Illinois has grown into one of the Midwest’s strongest 
sexual-minority civil rights organizations.We have supported the Religions Freedom and 
Marriage Fairness Act and collected 30,000 postcards from supporters encouraging the 
passage of that bill.  We also sponsored the Youth Mental Health Protection Act tha banned 
conversion therapy. We advocated for the Illinois Hate Crimes Act. We've also promted several 
educational programs for awareness and justice. We promote candidates who advocate for 
LGBTQ rights.  
 
Position: 
(Summarize the overall legislative position for this organization) 
Promote policies that favor full inclusion, due process and adherence to civil rights for 
members of the LGBTQ community. 
 
Legislative Priorities 
(Identify 3-5 Legislative Priorities that will be your focus for this organization.) 

1. Remove discrimination for same sex adoption  

2. DREAM Act  

3. Advocate the elimination of Gay Panic Defense   

4. Modernizing the standard for changing gender on birth certificates      

Safe and legal reproductive healthcare for LGBTQ      
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Lobbyist: Kavya Karthi 

Delegation: Neuqua Valley High School 

Organization Name: RAINN 

Organization Background: 
The Rape, Abuse, and Incest National Network (RAINN) aspires to provide programs to help 
survivors of assault, prevent assault, and ensure that perpetrators are brought to justice. 

They operate over 1,000 local crisis centers and run the National Sexual Assault Hotline, along 
with the Department of Justice’s DOD Safe Helpline. In Illinois, this organization has a history of 
working to provide a better life for survivors and their families. With the Illinois Crime Victim 
Compensation Act, innocent victims are eligible for financial compensation for expenses due to 
violent crime. 

Position: 
RAINN works to improve federal and state policies to prevent sexual assault and to improve 
response to sexual violence. 

Legislative Priorities 
1. Promotes laws to protect survivors 

2. Promotes federal response to sexual violence 

3. Promotes ending rape kit backlog 

4. Promotes improvement of public education and understanding of sexual violence 

5. Opposes policies that will impede a victim's ability to obtain assistance 

6. Opposes defunding victim services 
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Lobbyist:  Ariel Kim 

Delegation:  Neuqua Valley High School 

Organization Name:  Planned Parenthood 

Organization Background: 
Planned Parenthood has over 600 centers around the United States. In Illinois specifically, Planned 
Parenthood has 17 centers dedicated to their goal: providing health care services while respecting 
privacy and rights of the individual, advocating the public policies that enforce and guarantee the 
right of access to these services, and promoting research and the advancement of technology in 
reproductive health care. In only one year, Planned Parenthood has provided one million pregnancy 
tests, performed 328,000 abortions, and served two million patients in family planning counseling 
and contraception (Who, What). 
 
Position: 
Planned Parenthood’s Mission Statement emphasizes the rights of every individual to be in charge 
or his or her own fertility despite of any social, economic, racial, and/or sexual inequality. Such 
rights will be able to further stronger family relationships, self-determination, and success in life, 
ultimately benefiting society as a whole. Planned Parenthood is pro-choice, meaning that 
individuals have the ability to choose whether or not abortion is the right choice for him or her, 
rather than pro-choice being the simple support of abortion itself. Planned Parenthood enforces its 
beliefs by providing services such as contraception, STI/STD testing and treatment, abortion, 
cancer screening and prevention, and others (“Mission”). 
 
Legislative Priorities (Who, What). 

1. protect and expand access to birth control 
 

2. protect and expand access to safe and legal abortion 
 

3. protect and expand access to health insurance for everyone 
 

4. oppose activists/organizations that are pro-life 
 

5. oppose bills restricting access to safe abortion and healthy contraception 
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Lobbyist: James Knapp      

Delegation: Wheaton Warrenville South High School    

Organization Name:Chicago Coalition Against Homelessness   

Organization Background: 
-The organization has different subgroups of lobbyists for different groups of people; i.e. homeless 
youths, minorities, those with criminal records, those with mental health issues, those on college 
campuses, etc. 
-This organization is constantly lobbying for bills that will improve the lives of the homeless and 
those living under poverty in the Chicagoland Area. 
      
 
Position: 
-Improving the lives and protecting the rights of the homeless, while at the same time trying to end 
homelessness in the Chicago Metropolitan area 
 
Legislative Priorities 
 
1.  ID Rights for those with criminal records 

2.  Education assistance for homeless youths     

3.  Prevent Expulsion from Early Childhood Programs     

4.  SNAP for Community College Students Would allow low-income  vocational-track community 

college students to apply for SNAP food benefits.  Would require community colleges to provide 

support staff to help students apply 

.
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Lobbyist: Taylor Kwok 

Delegation: Neuqua Valley High School 

Organization Name: Illinois State Rifle Association 

Organization Background 
Illinois State Rifle Association is a political organization created to help maintain the second 
amendment by educating gun ranges and regular citizens about the safety and importance of guns 
that has been around for centuries in America to protect the basic amendment for all citizens and 
promote maintaining guns for the protection of America against foreign threats and to protect 
individuals from harm and for self protection. 
 
Position 
ISRA is supporting to maintain guns and the right for citizens to have arms. Our belief is to have 
guns and arms for the safety and security of our citizens and country through education and gun 
distribution to well trained gun owners that own gun ranges. Our politicians range from a variety of 
people who are common citizens that have jobs such as teachers, lawyers, engineers, businessmen, 
etc. No matter their gender, religion, and race our organization has a large range of politicians to 
have the accurate and realistic needs that our country needs to be successful. Gun manufacturing 
and gun ranges increase jobs for citizens by the thousands to people not only in Illinois but across 
the nation. 
 
 
Legislative Priorities 
1. Opposed to anti gun laws 
2. The protection of all American citizens and the country from foreign threats 
3. To protect the rights of all citizens 
4. Promote safety and education of guns and being armed 

5. To increase jobs for more citizens with gun manufacturing, trade, and distribution 
 
Opposition 
Anti gun laws, bills, and organization. These people and organizations are against maintaining guns 
in concern of improper use, not taking into account that gun distribution and ability to own a gun is 
through testing and training by needing a license to own one. Along with this their concern is 
sparked from a few news events that doesn’t define or represent gun owners as a whole and the 
needs and rights of american citizens. All citizens have the right to have arms for personal 
protection against others who threaten their life and America against foreign threats to preserve 
the life, liberty, and prosperity of all americans. 
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Lobbyist: Christian Lech 

Delegation: Wheaton Warrenville South High School 

Organization Name: American Civil Liberties Union (ACLU)      

Organization Background: 
Founded in 1920 to combat the warrantless arrests and deportations that defined the anti-
communist Palmer Raids, the ACLU has evolved into a defender of all civil liberties with 1.6 million 
members. During its almost 100 year existence, the organization has legally participated and won 
in such cases as Roe V. Wade, Brown V. Board of Education, and Obergefell v. Hodges. The ACLU 
has also built a legislative lobbying force during that time as well (ACLU). For example, the ACLU 
sponsored and helped pass the USA Freedom Act in 2015 saw measures such as the end of bulk 
data collection (USA). Since the Trump presidency, the organization has seen a surge in membership 
and funding (Stack, Donations) from concerned citizens willing to protect our civil liberties from any 
force that comes in its way, something that this organization continues to support full stop. 
 
Position: 
The overall legislative position of the ACLU is to protect the constitutionally given civil liberties of 
all those living in America. Whether that involves suing the Trump administration over the 
transgender military ban, pushing for national legislative policy that curtails the surveillance state, 
or defending the right for a man like Milo to speak at Berkeley, the ACLU makes certain that their 
constitutional rights will not be forgotten by those in power. 
  
Legislative Priorities 
(Identify 3-5 Legislative Priorities that will be your focus for this organization.) 
 
1. For bills decriminalizing personal possession and use of illegal drugs 

2. Against “religious freedom” bills that allow businesses to discriminate based on religion 

3. For bills that eliminate or at least downsize the warrantless surveillance of electronic devices 

4. For bills removing burdensome barriers to be able to vote and vice versa 

5. Against bills that restrict any form of free speech in any way 

6. Against “school choice” bills that divert public funding to charter or private schools 
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Lobbyist: Esther Lee 

Delegation: Neuqua Valley High School 

Organization Name: Illinois Coalition for the Education of At-Risk Youth 

Organization Background: 
This organization helps to provide a healthy, safe academic experience to students on an alternate 
education. Members work to encourage and advocate for young adults through programs 
throughout the state. Other educators are put through training and attend conferences to discuss 
options for at-risk youth. 

The ICEARY supports bills like the Elementary and Secondary Education Act (ESEA) and the Every 
Student Succeeds Act (ESSA). These bills help make it easier for “children identified by the school as 
failing, or most at risk of failing, to meet the challenging state academic standards on the basis of 
multiple, educationally related, objective criteria” (“Targeted Assistance”). 

The ICEARY is very well-organized. There are four committees available for members to join: 
Advocacy, Communities, Professional Development, and Connections/Network. Legislative duties are 
mostly under the Advocacy Committee, but all branches of the ICEARY work to improve education 
opportunities for troubled students. The responsibilities of the Advocacy Committee are on the 
ICEARY web page, and maintain that members are responsible for the following: 

● to develop and evaluate legislation affecting at-risk youth; 
● to organize and maintain the student legislative action team; 
● to inform the membership regarding impending legislation, possible impact and options to 

inform legislators; and 
● to perform such other duties as are required by the Board of Directors. (“Legislative 

Information”) 
Position: 
“The mission of the corporation is to advocate for students, train educators, educate communities 
and unify programming to provide opportunities for at- risk youth and community partners.” 
(“Mission Statement”) 

The ICEARY works to assist students who come from struggling families or have suffered any sort 
of trauma. The organization connects these students to community resources and provide them 
with the proper academic atmosphere they need to succeed. 

Legislative Priorities 

1. Truant’s alternative or optional education 

2. Improve access to education 

3. Provide special training and resources to educators 

4. Oppose bills against alternate education programs 

5. Decriminalization of truancy 
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Lobbyist: Carleigh Lewaniak  

Delegation: Wheaton Warrenville South High School       

Organization Name: Misericordia  

Organization Background: 
Misericordia seeks to better the welfare of children and adults with special needs in order for them 
to lead normal lives.  Many laws were passed and supported in order to promote their successful 
lives and the lives of those that aid them throughout everyday life.  Misericordia finds it 
unnecessary and a waste of government spending to train family members of those with special 
needs.  Misericordia looks for the best solution for all, not just for people that are directly affected 
by their foundation.  Furthermore, they promote the pay raise of the workers who tend to those 
with special needs. 
 
Position: 
The mission of Misericordia Heart of Mercy is to support children and adults with intellectual and 
developmental disabilities who choose our community by providing the highest quality residential, 
training, and employment services. 
      

Legislative Priorities 
1. In opposition to American Healthcare Act because it did not acknowledge the doctors needed 

for many students and adults in need of this organization.        

2. Private donations and governmental funding   

3. Rights for those with Special Needs 

4. Support groups for the families    
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Lobbyist: Payton Major 

Delegation: Neuqua Valley High School , Naperville, IL 

Organization Name: Clean Line Energy 

Organization Background: Clean Line strives to create alliances that will benefit the communities 
impacted by their projects. They are working with local companies that will manufacture the 
transmission structures and source raw materials from within the states that their projects 
traverse. They are currently working on acquiring permission to begin construction on a plethora of 
projects that will provide a multitude of energy forms to Illinois, and other states they want to get 
involved. This organization already has backing from companies such as General Cable, GE, Hubbel, 
Kiewet and Sabre Industries. Clean Line is developing several high voltage direct current (HVDC) 
transmission lines. In the upper Midwest, Clean Line is developing the Rock Island Clean Line, a 
HVDC transmission line that will be capable of delivering up to 3,500 MW of wind-generated 
electricity from Iowa, South Dakota and Nebraska to load centers like Chicago. This would be CLE’s 
main effect on Illinois. 

Position: 
CLE is working to deliver high amount of solar and wind power to people across the states. In order 

to do so, it has acquired backing in partnerships from the previously mentioned companies, and its 

main goal is to develop new infrastructure projects that will connect the best renewable energy 

resources in North America to communities and cities that lack access to new, low-cost renewable 

power. 

Legislative Priorities 
1. Acquire permission from states to construct its energy saving plans that will provide 

communities and cities with low cost energy efficient power 

2. Begin its construction on the centennial west clean line that will transport 3,500 megawatts of 

power to Southwestern U.S. 

3. Begin construction on the Grain Belt Express Line which will be 780 miles long and stretch 

across Kansas, Missouri, Illinois, Indiana and even further east to share rich resources, and also 

improve efficiency of harvesting grain. 

4. Prevent Reduction in funding through bills advocating nonrenewable power and restricting use 

of green energy. 

5. Oppose the American Petroleum Institute. 
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Lobbyist: Anna McBride     

Delegation:  Williamsville High School 

Organization Name: Illinois Association of Chiefs of Police 

Organization Background: 
Organized in 1941, they are the professional organization of Chiefs of Police and other leaders of 
Police and Public Safety Organizations in the State of Illinois. They value: Compassion, Integrity, 
Accountability, Fairness, Professionalism, Innovation, Continuous Improvement, Diversity and 
Inclusion. They aim to earn and maintain the unqualified respect of the people our members serve 
and protect, and to be respected leaders in our communities, our state, our nation, and 
internationally. 
     
Position: 
They strive to support men and women who serve and protect the people of the United States.  
 
Legislative Priorities 
1. 9-1-1 Funding 

2. Distracted Driving 

3. Eavesdropping Exemption for Police Officer Worn Video/Audio Camera Recordings 

4. Aggravated Fleeing and Attempting to Elude a Peace Officer      

5. Automated Traffic Law Enforcement System to include Expanding Program  
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Lobbyist: Manyu Mogallapalli 

Delegation: Neuqua Valley High School 

Organization Name: Chicago Coalition for the Homeless 

Organization Background: 
The CCH (Chicago Coalition for the Homeless) works to provide services for those currently 
suffering from homelessness or those who have suffered and are continuing to suffer from the 
effects of the issue. These services include legal support, job assistance, community outreach, and 
affordable housing. The CCH has brought 608 leaders to meet with 199 legislators on 11 trips to 
Springfield and six-in district meetings to work with Housing Action Illinois and advocate for the 
restoring of Homeless and Housing Program Funding in 2016. 
CCH is a hardworking organization that provides free legal service to more than 400 clients per 
year. They are continuing to change the fate of the Homeless in Illinois towards a brighter future. 
 
Position: 
The Chicago Coalition for the Homeless works to lead strategic campaigns, community outreach, 
and public policy initiatives that target the lack of affordable housing in the Chicago Metropolitan 
area and throughout Illinois. In addition, CCH advocates for those affected by homelessness by 
providing them with legal support, jobs, education, and community interactions. 

 
Legislative Priorities 
1. Reform and improve shelter living conditions 

 
2. Provide legal assistance for the homeless 

 
3. Promote the restoring of funding for Homeless and Housing Programs 

 
4. Discourage laws that prevent homeless youth from living on their own 

 
5. Discourage cuts to government programs that help the poor 

 
6. Supply better opportunities to allow the unemployed to seek jobs 

 
7. Provide educational funding for the homeless and less fortunate 
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Lobbyist: Daisy Monge 

Delegation: Wheaton Warrenville South High School 

Agenda wasn’t available for printing but copies will be available in Springfield. 
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Lobbyist: Sam Morrow 

Delegation: Wheaton Warrenville South High School 

Organization Name: Illinois Beverage Association 

Organization Background: 
They are against any bills that tax beverages such as tea/soda/juices. People are losing jobs 
because beverages are being taxed and prices are higher and people stop buying it the prices are 
so high, causing people to lose jobs, or companies to lower wages. Some commission paid 
employees at Coca Cola in Philadelphia have seen their pay decrease around 40% due to lost sales. 
Taxes are placed on beverages because they are supposedly unhealthy but the unhealthy calories 
that come from beverages, which is why people want to tax them higher, are actually quite 
insignificant. The Illinois Beverage Association has created almost 10,000 jobs, and provided 
$819.5 Million in Illinois Wages.  
 
Position: 
The position of the Illinois Beverage Association is to ensure there are no bills unfairly taxing any 
beverages, and making sure nutrition labels on beverages are prominent and accurate. 
 
Legislative Priorities 
(Identify 3-5 Legislative Priorities that will be your focus for this organization.) 
 
1.  To not pass beverage taxes. 

2.  To ensure that nutrition labels are prominent.   

3. To make sure all nutrition labels are correct.     

4.  To ensure that schools have better health guidelines. 

5. To advocate for all bills that benefit a person's health and nutrition.  

6. To oppose any bills that unfairly target beverages compared to any other food/drug. 

Blue - 102



ILLINOIS YMCA YOUTH AND GOVERNMENT 

LOBBYIST LEGISLATIVE AGENDA 

Lobbyist: Emma Nigrelli 

Delegation: Wheaton Warrenville South High School 

Organization Name: The Humane Society of the US     

Organization Background: 
This organization has been working to protect the rights and welfare of animals in agriculture, 
communities, racing, betting, and the outdoors. Recently, they have taken action on puppy mills and 
farming practices. In 2016, the Humane Society of the US helped 299,315 animals in bad 
situations (2016 Annual Report). They aim to help even more in coming years and extend their 
reach to more and more animals. Through aiding animals, they strive to uphold the values of peace 
and kindness in society. In Chicago, their stance was upheld in court, when it was ruled that pet 
stores in Chicago are still prohibited from selling dogs from puppy mills. (“Federal Appellate Court 
Upholds”) Even though they have had successes, they are still working that include hunting and 
animal testing. Illinois has also set an example by being one of the first states to prohibit the use 
of elephants in shows.  
      
Position: 
This organization’s priority is to make sure all animals are treated fairly. They are especially 
focusing on harmful institutions and practices such as puppy mills and animal testing. They oppose 
any legislation disregarding the welfare of animals or the promotion of animal cruelty.  
 
Legislative Priorities 
1.  Care for and provide aid to animals in need.  

2.  Rescue animals that are in danger. 

3.  Make sure existing laws protecting animals are enforced. 

4. Help large corporations to create policies for animal welfare.  

5. Spread awareness to animal cruelty. 

6. Oppose legislation that enforces poor animal welfare, including but not limited to puppy mills, 
dogfighting, and animal testing.  

7. Oppose legislation supporting exploitation of animals in the entertainment industry.
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Lobbyist: Younis Nooraldeen 

Delegation: Neuqua Valley High School 

Organization Name: FairVote 

Organization Background: 

FairVote is a political organization that aims to provide Ranked Choice Voting system in which 
politicians will be elected equally by the majority of people. Ranked Choice Voting (RCV) allows 
voters to vote for multiple politicians in ranked order which in totality, advances into multiple 
levels, and ends with the winning candidate that has the majority support. In Illinois, RCV has 
existed since 1870 and continued until being repealed in 2001. In some regions such as Peoria, 
Illinois, RCV continues to exist and is incredibly successful in representing all political diversity. 
This decision was voted to retain in 2011. FairVote since, “has produced a ‘super-district’ plan 
designed for elections with a fair voting system. Fair voting systems are a constitutionally 
permissible form of proportional representation and, by allowing voters to participate in a 
meaningful election” and “result in more balanced representation and competitive elections” 
[FairVote]. 
 
Position: 

The current system in the government to elect politicians “limits our choices for leaders and fails to 
hold them accountable to the communities they represent” [FairVote]. FairVote supports the notion 
of ranked choice voting (RCV) or Cumulative Voting. This notion is intended to provide every 
member of a community the right to equally vote for the politician of choice. According to FairVote, 
“with ranked choice voting, voters can rank as many candidates as they want in order of choice” 
[FairVote]. RCV helps elect a candidate that better reflects the support of a majority of voters. 
Instead of a “winner-take-all” election system, RCV has been proven to elect a more supported 
politician. FairVote also supports the Fair Representation Act. “The Fair Representation Act gives 
voters of all backgrounds and all political stripes the power to elect House Members who reflect 
their views and will work constructively with others in Congress” [FairVote]. Every district will have 
the same influence in voting for an overall candidate. This way, FairVote believes that this system 
will elect politicians that truly represent the will of the people. 
 
Legislative Priorities 

1. Promotes Majority Support 
2. Promotes Reflective Representation 
3. Provides More Choice for Voters 
4. Against Negative Campaigning or Polarization 
5. Mitigates Influence of Money in Politics 
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Lobbyist: Rohit Panse 

Delegation: Neuqua Valley High School 

Organization Name: Google 

Organization Background: 

Google is a multinational technology company that aims to organize the world’s information and 
make it universally accessible and useful. It was initially founded by Sergey Brin and Larry Page in 
1998 as an Internet search engine, various acquisitions of work and productivity tools, scheduling 
tools, cloud storing, video sharing, and many more tools have diversified google. The company 
advocates involvement in the political process to ensure the Internet remains a powerful engine for 
innovation and growth. The Guardian reports that Google has spent upwards of 6 million dollars in 
2017 making it the top corporate lobbying spender in the United States. in Illinois, Crain’s Chicago 
Review reports that Chicago is expected to be an expansion sight for Google. In 2018, the 
organization is set to employ an additional 1000 to 5000 people. 
 
Position: 

Google advocates for public policy and regulatory approaches that ensure that the Internet and 
related technologies continue to be a vehicle of growth and innovation serving the widest range of 
people possible. 

 
Legislative Priorities 

1. Preserving Net Neutrality. 

2. Maintaining flexible limitations to the exclusive rights conferred by copyright 

3. Supporting flexible Artificial Intelligence Policies that drive innovation while providing 
appropriate safeguards 

4. Opposing antitrust and privacy regulations 

5. Removing barriers to greater broadband abundance to facilitate free expression and promote 
equal opportunity 

6. Encouraging Computer Science education 
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Lobbyist: Ellie Pensabene     

Delegation:  Williamsville   

Organization Name:    The Humane Society of the US   

Organization Background:   
The Humane Society advocates for animals through public policy, corporate reforms, and major 
campaigns to confront animal cruelties. They have introduced federal legislation to combat dog 
fighting in the US. As well as legislation to ban cosmetic testing on animals.  
      
 
Position:  
To make a safe place for animals to live in and protect them as much as possible. 
 
Legislative Priorities 
1.     Mandate reporting of known animal abuse   

2.     Banning the sale of puppy mill puppies   

3.     Pet stores can only sell rescue dogs. 

4.     People must assist injured and distressed animals. 
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Lobbyist: Grace Perlman       

Delegation: Wheaton Warrenville South High School 

Organization Name: Equality Illinois      

Organization Background: Having been around for more than a decade, Equality IL is a prominent 
LGBTQ rights organization. They have been key factors in not only helping the LGBTQ community in 
Illinois, but the LGBTQ communities across the United States. In 2013, Equality IL helped the Illinois 
Religious Freedom and Marriage Fairness Act get signed by Gov. Pat Quinn, resulting in Illinois to 
become the 16th state to legalize same-sex marriage. The Religious Freedom and Marriage Act 
greatly influenced the 2015 supreme court decision to federally legalize same-sex marriage. They 
also tirelessly advocate for countless other LGBTQ rights, civil rights and campaign for higher voter 
participation.  

Position: 
Equality Illinois remains a key factor in the expansion of the LGBTQ liberties movement. They 
continue to influence legislature for civil rights as well, helping make Illinois a safer, more equal 
state for everyone. 

Legislative Priorities 
(Identify 3-5 Legislative Priorities that will be your focus for this organization.) 

1. Prohibited the use of the “panic defense”, which was sometimes used to justify assults against 
LGBTQ persons. (This initiative, SB 1761, was passed on Aug 25)  

2. Got an initiative passed that encourages LGBTQ people to apply for public service positions. 
Allows them to voluntarily state their LGBTQ status. (SB 1760,passed Aug 18)      

3. Modernize the standard for a person to change the gender marker on their birth certificate. (HB 
1785, passed Aug 25) 
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Lobbyist: Paige Pierson 

Delegation: Gateway Region YMCA 

Organization Name: The Illinois Association of School Boards 

Organization Background: 
(A concise description of the relevant legislative history that is of concern to this organization and 
the impact it has had in Illinois.  Use facts, data and research.) 
The Illinois Association of School Boards specializes in excellence in local school governance 
supporting quality in education. The mission of IASB is to right the way for its members by 
developing their competence and confidence through a robust toolkit designed to build excellence 
in local school board governance.  
 
Position: 
(Summarize the overall legislative position for this organization) 
the Illinois Association of School Boards works to support the public schools in a positive way that 
will benefit them.  
 
Legislative Priorities 
(Identify 3-5 Legislative Priorities that will be your focus for this organization.) 
1. Providing financial aid for struggling families.  

2. Enforce student and family diversity. 

3. Importance shown on equality of learning opportunities. 

4. Follow the "Educational Policy Context".      

5. Improve educational outcomes for all students.     
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Lobbyist: Carissa Plake       

Delegation: Williamsville High School      

Organization Name: Illinois Education Association     

Organization Background: 
The Illinois Education Association was starting in 1853, and it is currently composed of 135,000 
members.  It originally was called the Illinois State Teachers’ Association (ISTA), and they met 
annually to discuss issues affecting schools and identify ways to further education in the state of 
Illinois.  In the 1960s the name changed to the Illinois Education Association (IEA), allowing it to 
encompass not only teachers, but also educational support and higher education staff and faculty, 
students, and retired association members. 
 
Position: 
The Illinois Education Association works to enhance public education for primary and secondary 
schools.  They also work to improve education support professionals and higher education 
personnel by enhancing employee rights, retirement benefits, school finance, provisions for quality 
education, and the electoral process.  
      
Legislative Priorities 
1. Any bills that aid in providing a safe learning environment for students.       

2. Any bills that support student health, both physically and mentally.     

3. Any bill that mandates education on recognizing drug abuse, violent behavior and mental illness 
as associated with gun violence.      
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Lobbyist: Dhaval Purohit 

Delegation: Neuqua Valley High School 

Organization Name: Change Illinois 

Organization Background: 
Change Illinois is an organization that want to lead systematic political and government freedom. 

CHANGE (the Coalition for Honest and New Government Ethics) includes a diverse group of 

organizations. Issues including restricted ballot access, uncompetitive elections, decreased citizen 

participation, lack of government transparency, unethical lobbying, and politically-motivated 

redistricting. The inefficiency of the government's ability to draw bounding on legislation and have 

fair voters that do not give them a political advantage all revolve around the idea of corruption. 

According to census data released by U.S. Census,“more than 60 percent of state legislative 

general elections in 2016 were uncontested with incumbents facing no opposition. About 90 

percent of state house and senate races, the winner won by more than 55 percent of the 

vote.”[Change] CHANGE Illinois and our coalitions are working to ensure an effective and on-time 

implementation of AVR (Automatic Voter Registration being a law in Illinois) so that eligible voters 

can exercise their right to vote. 

 
Position: 

To constitute a new governmental system that processes and values integrity, openness, electoral 

competition, as well as civic participation. Politicians have to be elected into office based on 

characteristics to keep the political system within cohesion and unity. Advocating that, the people 

of Illinois overwhelmingly support reforms that enhance the idea rank choice voting. The people of 

Illinois have advocated the reforms along with the help shown through Change Illinois and 

overwhelmingly support redistricting reform. The latest poll found that 72 percent of Illinois voters 

want an independent commission in order to draw our legislative lines. Citizens across the state are 

greatly considering that competitive elections are critical to holding politicians accountable and 

ensuring they are truly in control of their government. So far Change Illinois has succeeded in 

implementing the AVR and by doing so, are on the side, supporting rank choice voting by increasing 

the people voting to greater numbers. 

Legislative Priorities 

1. Redistricting Reform - Prevents political parties from drawing legislative boundaries and 

choosing voters that are most likely to give them a political advantage. 

2. Automatic Voter Registration - Eligible citizens will be automatically registered to vote when 

they interact with state government agencies.”[Change] 

3. To create a just and impartial political voting system that allows all candidates a candid 
opportunity to run for a position, with a median voter system.[FairVote] 

4. The current voting system does not provide an equal voice of all the constituents. 
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Lobbyist: Nishanth Raj       

Delegation: Wheaton Warrenville South High School 

Organization Name: American Civil Liberties Union of Illinois  

Organization Background: 
The ACLU is a group whose goal is to maintain and protect liberties enshrined in the federal and 
state constitution as well as in the human rights legislation. It was founded in 1920 in order to 
combat the indefinite detention and unwarranted searches on suspected communists by federal 
agents in a wave of raids, known as the Palmer Raids, named after the contemporary AG 
(Princeton). They contributed to many high profile cases. They defended Scopes for teaching 
evolutions, supported the NAACP in Brown vs Board, and helped Muhammad Ali overturn his 
conviction for draft dodging (History). 
 
Position: 
This group fights for civil rights, is for criminal justice reform, for women’s rights, for gay rights, 
for freedom of speech/expression, religious liberty, and individual liberties in general. I support 
these ideas because no one believes in the same principles, and nobody can be free unless all forms 
of thought and speech are protected and institutionalized discrimination is ended. 

Legislative Priorities 
(Identify 3-5 Legislative Priorities that will be your focus for this organization.) 
1. Against R1-22: This bill pertains to voter ID regulations. The ACLU opposes any encroachment 

against the right to vote. 
2. For R1-47: This bill would decriminalize drug possession. The ACLU would like to see an end to 

the drug war that incarcerates adults who use substances without hurting others.        
3. Against R1-52: This bill concerns drug testing. The ACLU does not believe that drug tests 

should be conducted unless the participant gives consent while not under duress. 
4. For R1-80: This bill would legalize the sale of fireworks in Illinois. The ACLU believes that adults 

should be able to do whatever they want if it does not compromise the freedom of others or 
the public safety.  

5. Against R1-54: This bill would lay out disqualifications for voting. The ACLU wants to see the 
right to vote spread to all adult citizens so that they can have a voice in their country. 

6. For R1-65: This bill addresses Affirmative Action programs. The ACLU believes that these 
programs are essential for leveling the playing field and helping historically oppressed 
communities
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Lobbyist: Maddie Reuland 

Delegation: Carmel Catholic 

Agenda wasn’t available for printing but copies will be available in Springfield.  
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Lobbyist:  Diana Rodriguez    

Delegation:    Eisenhower 

Organization Name:  MALDEF  

Organization Background: 
(A concise description of the relevant legislative history that is of concern to this organization and the 
impact it has had in Illinois.  Use facts, data and research.) 
The Mexican American Legal Defense (MALDEF) is the nation's leading legal civil rights organization. They 
promote social change through advocacy, communications, community education, and ligation in the areas of 
education, employment, immigrant rights, and political access. They offer a positive vision for the future. 
From 2005-2009 MALDEF argued a case in Texas and won in favor of the plaintiffs against mistreatment 
from vigilantes. This case can be applied to helping Illinois residents rights in regards to DREAMERS and 
violations of rights by ICE officers. The fight for a voice in any government is essential, so fighting against 
voter intimidation and poll slandering will be of utmost importance in Illinois in the upcoming elections. 
MALDEF is prepared to file legal lawsuits against the State and any school districts in violation of the 
protection of students and their rights to a fair education and equal education. Lastly, lawsuits for fair 
wages and working conditions have been filed and are in legal dispute for construction workers in California. 
Similar lawsuits may arise in Illinois in the future due to constant construction projects and the influx of 
industrial jobs. 

Position: 
(Summarize the overall legislative position for this organization) 
MALDEF is an organization that is in search of economic opportunity and personal freedoms in America for 
the Latino community. They have been successful in arguing cases pertaining to immigrant rights, voting 
rights, education, and employment. MALDEF takes action to ensure everyone has a continued and protected 
freedom of speech, access to a fair and equal education regardless of income, nationality, or language skills, 
and a non discriminatory workplace that guarantees an honest days wage for hard work. MALDEF has had 
cases in which they have helped Illinois. In such turbulent times, MALDEF will continue to fight for these 
prevalent and important legislative issues; which is why we ask for your support with our agenda.      

Legislative Priorities 
(Identify 3-5 Legislative Priorities that will be your focus for this organization.) 
1. Immigration rights- MALDEF focuses on protecting the rights of immigrants whether at work, home, or 

school. Vicente v. Barnett was a case they have worked in which a group of latinos were violently 
assaulted. Since the late 1990’s vigilantes along the Mexican border had private campaigns in which they 
hunted down Latino immigrants most of the time against their will even at gunpoint. In 2005 MALDEF 
brought a lawsuit on behalf of the 16 plaintiffs to recover for the injuries inflicted upon them by the 
Barnetts. In 2009 the case was in victory to the plaintiffs that suffered from the mistreatment from the 
Barnett’s. 

2. Voting Rights- As a part of MALDEF national voter protection campaign during the 2008 elections they 
filled out a lawsuit to block threats and voter intimidation directed at eligible Latino voters. 

3. Education- Committed to ensuring that Public schools do not neglect the needs of those students with 
limit english and that they create opportunities for students to succeed in their academics. 

4. Employment - In March 2001 MALDEF joined a class action lawsuit seeking to recover millions of dollars 
in wages owed to construction workers. 
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Lobbyist: Shayoni Saha   

Delegation: Neuqua Valley   

Organization Name: Illinois Coalition for the Education of at Risk Youth 

Organization Background: 
 Illinois Coalition for the Education of at Risk Youth will assist and service children suffering to get 
through school due to at home conflicts. In May 2016, a coalition of 350 Illinois sheriffs, police 
chiefs, and prosecutors called for funding to be restored to Teen Reach and similar social service 
programs supporting the at-risk youth program. Through Springfield, ICEARY’s goal is to provide a 
foundation for future generations through advocacy, serious help, and conferences announcing the 
significance of the conflict. Although much has been done to support this cause, state funding will 
be greatly beneficial to reach teens in all areas of Illinois that all starts by supporting this bill at 
Springfield. 
      
Position: 
Illinois Coalition for the Education of at Risk Youth will provide proper care and basic necessities 
such as a home and education for children with traumatic experiences and no parental figures. They 
will provide and support for all who are in need of these services. 
 
Legislative Priorities 
1. Promotes the search for alternative education resources depending on the situation of the 

families.       

2. Promotes the upbringing of children through the help of professionally trained teachers and 
guides.  

3. Promotes parents involved with their children through educational and personal priorities        

4. Promotes a safeway for traumatized children who deserve the proper care and education they 
need 

5. Discourages juvenile behavior and inappropriate attitude towards education  

6. Discourages discriminatory actions for traumatized people in need. 
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Lobbyist: Logan Sarginson 

Delegation: Williamsville High School 

Organization Name: Ameren 

Organization Background:  
Some of the recent legislation that Ameren Illinois has been interested in includes Senate Bill 1656. 
This bill makes it easier for Ameren to recover money spent on providing electricity. For example, if 
Ameren spends $55m on repairs after a storm this bill will speed up the process to recover the 
money spent. 
      
Position:  
Ameren Illinois supports any bills that help them financially or help them provide better coverage 
and better customer support. 
 
Legislative Priorities: 
1.    Gas & Electric prices 

2.    Faster cost recovery 

3.    Electric supply 
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Lobbyist: Sonja Shirkevich 

Delegation: Neuqua Valley High School 

Organization Name: Illinois State Rifle Association 

Organization Background: 

The ISRA’s goal in Springfield is to educate the House of Representatives about lawful usage of 
firearms and/or carrying of rifles/handguns. They advocate for support of ethically warranted rifles 
and firearms. The LA Times The IRSA has backed up the Republican Representative statement that 
exemplifies the difference between assault rifles and sport rifles, as there is a significant difference 
that the IRSA strives to prove. They believe banning all rifles infringes upon the 2nd Amendment 
right to bear arms, which also transgresses on the right to shoot wild game as permissible through 
the 1st Amendment. 
The IRSA themselves have stated that they are “the only gun-rights organization based in Illinois 
with lobbyists in Springfield”, and strive on making their presence imperative. 
 
Position: 

The IRSA strives to advocate for lawful handling of rifles and firearms and uphold Illinois citizen’s 
2nd Amendment right to bear arms. 

 
Legislative Priorities 

1. Extensive firearm training for police officers is necessary to achieve a prosperous 

community. 

2. 2nd Amendment rights must be protected. 

3. Guns are ethically necessary for protection in face of danger. 

4. Heavy manufacturing laws that require fingerprinting at time of purchase or barcoding of 

the firearm for tracking purposes. ** 

5. Illinois Council Against Handgun Violence argues the negative impact of gun ownership in 

the state of Illinois.** 

 

 
**Indicates opposition. 
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Lobbyist: Henry Sottrel  

Delegation: Wheaton Warrenville South High School   

Organization Name: Illinois Biotechnology Industry Organization      

Organization Background: 
The IBIO is a relatively new organization, given the modern nature of its subject matter. They have 
been spending money lobbying for science education, GMOs in agriculture, and laws that would help 
the Biotechnology industry. They have recently celebrated a victory in  a suspension of the medical 
device tax, which they say will help the growing medical industry to develop. They also work to 
fight against laws that they say will raise the price of drugs and hurt businesses, such as a law that 
was recently passed in California. 
      
Position: 
The IBIO is pro-education, pro-GMO, and pro-Stem Cell research. Most importantly, the IBIO is 
against laws that unnecessarily regulate GMOs or the Biotech industry. Overall, the IBIO focuses on 
protecting the interests of both businesses and patients in the short and long term. For this 
reason, the IBIO believes that effective education at the high school level is essential to ensuring 
the success of the illinois biotechnology industry in the long term, so they are likely to support 
education reform, even if it would tax businesses. 
 
Legislative Priorities 
(Identify 3-5 Legislative Priorities that will be your focus for this organization.)      
1. Promote Policies that would contribute to the Biotechnology industry    

2. Prevent unnecessary and unscientific regulation of GMOs. 

3. Reform the current permitting system to allow biotech companies to obtain permits more 
quickly. 

4. Establish state support for the Biotechnology industry. 

5. Enact education reform to improve science and math education in Illinois. 

6. Oppose cuts to education or funding for biological research. 

7. Oppose taxes that unfairly affect the Biotech industry. 
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Lobbyist: Dylan Stumbris 

Delegation: Wheaton Warrenville South High School 

Organization Name: Veterans of Foreign Wars   

Organization Background: 
The Veterans of Foreign Wars group is the largest and oldest association dedicated to the service 
of military men and women across the country. Founded in 1899, the Illinois branch of this 
organization focuses on raising awareness and representing veterans by attempting to pass 
legislation that will benefit them and their families. One of the more important pieces of legislation 
pushed through by the VFW was a bill allowing a discharge upgrade for any soldier who is 
discharged due to a mental health issue. With a recent surge in veteran suicides, it was integral 
that the VFW helped push this law through to provide some sort of protection for those who are 
mentally ill. In all, the VFW has been a powerhouse in terms of getting legislation passed, having a 
hand in nearly every piece of legislation passed in the 21st century that has to do with veterans, 
and the organization has no plans on stopping it’s support for the veterans. 
 
Position: 
The overall legislative position of this organization is to try and make sure veterans are able to 
meet basic needs and get help where it is needed. It is no secret that many veterans come back to 
the US with no home, money, or a job. It is important to give back to those who have made their 
own sacrifices for our sake. The main goals set forward by this organization for 2018 is to protect 
veterans from mental illness by providing health benefits including counseling, psychiatry 
appointments, and financial support. An important thing that the VFW needs to do is spread 
awareness. The more that the general public knows about the issues regarding veterans, the more 
that a response will be demanded by Congress. In all, the VRW has a goal of supporting all veterans 
in any way, shape, or form that is possible. 
 
Legislative Priorities 
1. Provide quality training programs and job services for veterans 

2. Expand healthcare capabilities to veterans of all eras 

3. Provide high quality educational benefits to those who need it   

4. Preserve the integrity of TRICARE  

5. Allow VA to receive funds from TRICARE and Medicare 

6. Oppose the decrease in funding towards the treatment of mental illness 

7. Oppose the decrease in medical benefits for any previous ailments in insurance packages 

8. Decrease cuts in unemployability benefits, especially for veterans. 
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Lobbyist: Rushil Vellala 

Delegation: Neuqua Valley High School 

Organization Name: The Taxpayers’ Federation of Illinois 

Organization Background: 
The Taxpayers’ Federation of Illinois works to advocate and foster sound fiscal policies and 
efficient, economical operation of government programs by the State of Illinois and its units of local 
government. It also represents the interests of Illinois taxpayers in developing a reasonable and 
responsible system of taxation to support those policies and programs. In fact, on August 2nd, 
2017, the Daily Herald detailed an exemplary example of this organization in action during 2014 
when this organization wrote a report, citing that 60 percent of those who filed a return claiming 
retirement income deductions were under the age of 65. Additionally, the Tax Foundation of May 
28, 2015 revealed that this organization has created “Illinois Illustrated,” a book that makes the 
state’s taxes easier to understand through direct, user-friendly graphs and charts. 
 
Position: 
The Taxpayers’ Federation of Illinois works to create fiscal policies and to represent the interests 
of Illinois Taxpayers in developing a reasonable system of taxation. 

Legislative Priorities 
1. Educate public officials and others on the contemporary tax issues 

2. Advocate for a responsible tax structure that encourages economic growth 

3. Support efficient delivery of government services 

4. Opposes taxpayers’ money going towards frivolous expenditures 

5. Opposes taxation that benefits solely a certain social class 
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Lobbyist:  Andrew Womack 

Delegation:   Williamsville High School 

Organization Name:  Illinois Education Association 

Organization Background: 
The IEA began as a group of educators that met to discuss the educational needs of the state. 
Their early efforts focused on creating the position of Superintendent of Public Instruction, 
founding the State Normal School (ISU) for the formal training of teachers, and establishing a 
professional journal. They also sought for a minimum salary law for teachers. The IEA worked to 
gain improvements of salary and benefits for teachers. 
      
Position: 
The Illinois Education Association is in favor of community and state funding of schools. They also 
look to achieve equality of education among all ages and races. They want to keep the ability to 
chose to reduce or raise taxes in the hands of the people that reside in the state and not allow the 
president, his administration, and his supporters in Congress to pass a bill that would not allow the 
option to decrease state and local taxes. 
      
 
Legislative Priorities 
1.    Make sure kids get the best education possible  

2.    Allow students to have equal opportunities no matter race, gender or age 

3.    Ensure the safety of students while in school 

4.    Make school affordable for struggling families 
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LA STATE ISSUES FORUM

ILLINOIS YMCA YOUTH and GOVERNMENT
SPRINGFIELD ASSEMBLY
BLUE

Last NameFirst Name Delegation Forum Topic Forum Group

Andrew Abraham1 17Wheaton Warrenville South BLA House

Hunter Book2 16Williamsville High School ALA Senate

Stone Brown3 3Kenwood Academy ALA House

Annabelle Burns4 11Warren Township High School ABill Flow

Damon Coady5 8Williamsville High School ALA House

Nicole Dudek6 5Wheaton Warrenville South ALA Senate

Aniyah Fisher7 8Kenwood Academy BLA House

Carson Grebe8 7Wheaton Warrenville South BLA Senate

Mansi Gupta9 15Neuqua Valley High School AClerk House

Danielle Herring10 11Carmel Catholic High School BLA House

Simon Histed11 10Northeast Independent ALA Senate

Adrian Hoffer12 5Kenwood Academy BLA Senate

Owen Hoffer13 6Kenwood Academy ALA Senate

Sameer Jain14 6Neuqua Valley High School ASec. Senate

Elizabeth Kapsch15 13Northeast Independent ABill Flow

Claudia Kasztelan16 5Wheaton North High School ASgt. House

JP Lacroix17 12Mundelein High School ALA House

Sam Libenson18 16Kenwood Academy ALA House

Maria Martin19 4Williamsville High School ALA Senate

Rachel Nordmark20 8Wheaton Warrenville South BLA House

Sulayman Pandit21 5Wheaton Warrenville South ALA House

Aditi Patel22 Carmel Catholic High School BLA Senate

Priyal Patel23 Carmel Catholic High School ALA House

Danny Pietranek24 Carmel Catholic High School ALA Senate

Heather Prior25 14Williamsville High School BLA Senate

Mia Riccelli26 16Andrew High School ABill Flow
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David Schmelz27 Carmel Catholic High School BLA House

Kenzi Schmidt28 3Northeast Independent ALA House

Meher Sethi29 8Waubonsie Valley High School ABill Flow

Evan Sherwood30 Metea Valley High School ASgt. Senate

Samara Smith31 8Kenwood Academy ALA Senate

Nathan Stansbury32 Carmel Catholic High School ALA House

Alex Welch33 6Kenwood Academy BLA Senate

Benjamin Welch34 6Kenwood Academy BLA House

Matthew Wolf35 Carmel Catholic High School ALA Senate
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Proposal Author:    Andrew Abraham              

Delegation:   Wheaton Warrenville South       

Proposal Topic:   How to reduce gun violence in Illinois 

Position Statement:    Gun violence is a problem in Illinois.  The people in 
charge must take necessary precautions to ensure the safety of its citizens.    

Proposal:   

1. Legalization of marijuana-  Crime related to marijuana trafficking would dry up, as 
would the gangs that depend on that.  The tax revenue that would be generated by 
legalization could pay for everything else mentioned in the proposal below. In 2016, 
Colorado brought in $200 million in marijuana tax revenue.    

2. Tracking devices- Should be implemented in firearms at the time of production so 
that: a) The owner of a firearm that has been stolen can find it, b) The government 
can keep track of firearms being used illegally.  This can be paid for by implementing 
a small fee for purchasing a FOID card, the ISP (Illinois State Police) collecting a small 
fee for the purchase of a firearm, and the tax revenue created by the legalization of 
marijuana.  To further reduce costs, the tracking device itself will be no more than the 
standard GPS in a phone.  

3. Economic relief- Providing jobs and a stable work life will prevent people from 
needing to turn to crime to solve their problems.  This can be done by the legalization 
of marijuana, which created 18,000 new jobs in Colorado.  

4. More after-school programs/activities- Creating more activities for children will keep 
them off the streets and prevent them from joining gangs. 

Expected Results:  
1. Crime that was caused due to marijuana would pretty much stop, which would mean 

less people getting shot.   
2. People will be able to keep track of their firearms and the government will be able to 

locate and confiscate guns being used to commit a crime or firearms sold illegally.  
Tracking devices can only be activated if the owner reports their firearm 
stolen/missing, or if the firearm was used in a crime. 

3. People will have less of an incentive to turn to crime (mainly, armed robbery with a 
firearm), because they will have the means to live a stable life. 

4. Kids will be occupied with their extra-curricular activities that they will not have the 
time to join street gangs. 
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Proposal Author:    Hunter Book       

Delegation:   Williamsville       

Proposal Topic:   More Stem Cell Research       

Position Statement:    Illinois needs to promote using stem cells. 

Proposal:   

1. Illinois needs to have a budget created for stem cell research. 

2. Increase the tax on medical all bills by 3% to fund the research. 

3. Embryonic stem cells are more viable than adult stem cells and should be used more. 

4. Stem cell farms should be designed and built to increase the supply of stem cells to 
hospitals. 

 

Expected Results:  

After 5 or 10 years we will see an increase of survival rates from deadly disease. It will 

promote the medical field and it’s research. Stem cells are very useful because of their 

resilience with making new cell and fighting disease. 
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Proposal Author:   Stone Brown  

Delegation:  Kenwood Academy    

Proposal Topic:  Rehabilitation and job opportunities should be offered to those 
convicted of drug felonies 

Position Statement:   To inform the people of Illinois that the current punishment 
system in place for drug offenders and repeat drug offenders is not effective. Illinois 
should invest in rehabilitation and job training  programs in order to reduce in recidivism 
rates. 

Proposal:   

1. Drug offenders should be entered into Rehabilitation programs that focus on minimum 

education requirements in order to obtain a job. 

2. They should be offered alternative classes in fields such as business to promote them to 

promote entrepreneurial skills. 

3. They should offer drug rehabilitation programs that deal with the emotional health. 

4. Identifying and coordinating public and private community resources to help them to not 

relapse back to their old ways. 

5. Providing integral and relatable mentors for them in the programs  

Expected Results:  

This can reduce the recidivism rates in a matter of six months. It can give the drug 

offenders hope and help them to stop repeating the cycle. It can lower the unemployement 

rate all together.
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Proposal Author:   Annabelle Burns 

Delegation:  Warren Township 

Proposal Topic:  What should public high schools do to develop a fresh food farming 
approach to nutrition and daily lunches? 

Position Statement: Public High Schools should participate in more farm to school activities to 
develop a fresh food farming approach to nutrition and daily lunches.   

Proposal:   

1. CPS (Chicago Public Schools) Farm to School program provides nearby farms where schools in 
Illinois can purchase food from, lunch menus, and more. Public High Schools should procure 
local farm foods and incorporate them into school provided meals and to further encourage 
students, offer snacks and/or in classroom taste tests and activities.  

2. Public high schools should provide more education on nutrition, agriculture, healthful habits, 
etc. in order to promote the farm fresh foods they are providing in the cafeteria and to supply 
students with knowledge that can be useful lifelong. Certain classes, such as science, can easily 
integrate this type of learning into their curriculum. Field trips and after school activities can be 
available to students as well. 

3. School gardens should be incorporated into the agricultural and nutritional inclusion within 
school curriculum and obtainable as after school or summer activities. Schools might even want 
to give students jobs working in their garden to additionally persuade students into becoming 
involved in fresh food farming and nutrition.  

Expected Results: Students in Illinois will become healthier and more aware of healthier eating 

habits, creating the potential for healthier and more productive individuals in community futures. 

Purchasing from local farms will also increase local economic activity and strengthen community 

relationships.
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Proposal Author:  Damon Coady 

Delegation:   Williamsville 

Proposal Topic: Requirements that should be added to the high school curriculum to improve 
the physical well-being of the student population.      

Position Statement: In order to keep students healthy and physically active, there should be a 
requirement of seven semesters of physical education to graduate. 

Proposal:   

1. There should be seven completed semesters of physical education for each student 
to graduate high school.  

2. Exceptions for this would be injuries / medical exemptions, or being exempt from 
the PE class for being in season of an extra curricular sport and having a full 
schedule, if the student and guardian would elect to do so.  

3. To this day there are no state requirements for physical education to graduate, but 
this proposal will help to keep the high school population of students healthier and 
in better shape.  

4. The reason that the requirement is seven semesters is for the seniors who would 
like to graduate early, so they would not have to make up for the semester that 
they are missing from graduating in December.  

 

Expected Results:  

This policy will help to keep the high school students of Illinois, safe, in good shape, and at 

a lower risk for things such as obesity and being overweight. The obesity percentage of the 

high school population in Illinois is 12.6%, which is average when compared to other 

states, but with this policy in place, Illinois can be a model state when it comes to physical 

education and the health of the children. 
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Proposal Author:    Nicole Dudek       

Delegation:   WWS      

Proposal Topic: Changes to felony sentencing standards and 
rehabilitation. 

Position Statement:  Prisons should implement more rehabilitation, and focus 
upon lessening the number of prisoners who would be 
reincarnated after being released. 

Proposal:   

1. Education and work skill classes should be offered for willing prisoners who are in need 
of it. Should the prisoner be in jail for a minor crime, taking (and completing with above 
an 80% accuracy) these courses could result in time of a their sentence. 

2. Prisoners with psychological or behavioral problems should been provided with needed 
therapy and/or medication as to not put themselves or any others in unnecessary harm. 

3. Those with pasts that include misuse and abuse of drugs and alcohol should go through 
a mandatory program to free their body of its addiction.     

 
Expected Results:  
1. As a prisoners are often reincarcerated after a short amount of time due to a lack of 

any other choices, they should be offered the chance to have a chance to do something 
once they are released that is not resorting back to their crime. This would decrease 
incarceration, saving an average of 40,000$ per prisoner helped. 

2. This could result in a safer prison environment, as those in need of help would have 
something to aid them. This would decrease self injury, and injury to others, saving the 
money needed to help injured prisoners, and even out the money needed for 
treatments. 

3. Placing the focus on treatment has been seen in other states to save upwards of 
100,000$ per prisoner, so by investing the original cost for help money in the long run 
could be saved from prisons. Also once out of jail these prisoners would be able to save 
money for themselves and not spend it on drugs and/or alcohol. 
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Proposal Author:   Aniyah Fisher       

Delegation:  Kenwood Academy       

Proposal Topic:  High schools should implement more programs and assistance 
to promote the overall well-being of students 

Position Statement: High school curriculums should ensure their students have the mental 
capacity to properly function in school. Classrooms should implement various styles of 
teaching and subjects that addresses emotional distress to create a support system, 
because without those resources many students will find it hard to maintain a healthy 
school and social life.  

Proposal:   

1. Health teachers should be trained to properly teach students in depth the basics on 
mental health. Currently, in CPS mental health is briefly discussed alongside physical 
health in a 5 week program required for graduation; however, that is not long enough 
to teach students either topic sufficiently. Ensuring that the teachers are equipped with 
the proper tools to teach this subject will increase the possibility that children will 
retain this information.  

2. Health Teachers should improve their program by incorporating tools and information 
to promote healthier eating and more physical activity among students. This process of 
education will motivate students to make healthier choices.   

3. Physical education teachers should be required to dedicate one of their units to 
teaching kids how to identify and cope with emotional distress. Activities like yoga 
would be taught during this time and would teach kids the importance of relieving 
stress and how to properly do it.  

4. Schools should offer more psychology and sociology courses that are not at an AP level. 
Students tend to avoid AP courses in fear of an increased level of stress, but the 
materials taught in the course can give students an understanding of their mental 
capabilities. Understanding how the mind works is essential to understanding why 
humans function the way they do.  

5. Schools should observe Mental Health Awareness month in order to promote the 
importance of mental health. This further informs students of ways to obtain help too. 
Currently, it is observed nationally, but many schools are not aware of this month.  

Expected Results: 

More students would have the proper resource to be mentally compatible to focus on 
education. Limiting the problems that weighs on students mental would reduces their 
reactions to stressful situations, such as anxiety, and increase productivity. The longevity 
of these implementations are: improved grades, improved social skills, and skills that can 
be carried to college. 
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Proposal Author:   Carson Grebe       

Delegation:  Wheaton South      

Proposal Topic:  How can small businesses invest and grow in Illinois (7) 

Position Statement:   Tax cuts and business refunds and trickle down economics  

Proposal:   
1. My proposal for small businesses to grow and invest here in Illinois is a very simple and 

easy processes. At a rapid increase small businesses are leaving the great state of 
Illinois more than ever and it must be stopped. This state relies on these small 
foundations to provide for us and bring in revenue, but the state is messing up terribly.  
The first step of the three part plan is to cut down the tax rate for businesses. It 
currently stands at 11.25, which is way too high and we need to lower it. I propose we 
lower the taxes down to 8 percent, to allow the businesses to grow and function 
properly. This would give them more revenue to put back into the system, using a form 
of trickle down economics. The next step is to offer refunds and a system of “prizes” 
for these businesses. What I mean by that is we would offer the businesses even lower 
tax cuts if they spend this much money in the state or donate a certain amount to 
charity and such. This would force the companies to spend in the state and increase the 
likelihood of trickle down economics. The final step to my three part plan is the best 
step, which is keep the money coming. If we lower tax cuts for businesses and offer 
incentives it will allow them to grow as a company and spend more in the state, 
ultimately having the trash economy of Illinois get back to a place where we once 
succeeded.  

Expected Results:  
The expected results of my plan are ones both parties can get behind, and that is economic 
growth for the great state of Illinois. By cutting taxes for the businesses, yes it will not 
bring as much tax money into the state but the incentives put in place will allow them and 
enforce them to want to spend money in our state. Once the money gets flowing and going 
it wont stop with this plan. By using trickle down economics we are allowing businesses to 
grow as a company here which will sure make them wanting to start a company here but we 
will also be infiltrating dollars into Illinois economy, the dollars of this plan will be in the 
economy and keep on fluctuating. 
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Proposal Author: Mansi Gupta 

Delegation: Neuqua Valley High School 

Proposal Topic: Illinois public school funding 

Position Statement: To inform the people of Illinois that the school funding 

model through property taxes tends to produce vast inequalities in the quality of education 

provided among different districts. The state of Illinois is not providing equivalent academic 

opportunities for students in Illinois which is limiting educational progress within several public 

schools. For this reason, funding in Illinois should be reformed. 

Proposal: 

1. The quality of education provided by the public school districts will be  initially evaluated by the 
Illinois State Board of Education through standardized tests such as the PARCC for grades 3-8 and 
PSAT/SAT for grades 9-12. These scores will then be evaluated by the Illinois State Board of 
Education in order to determine which school districts have a significantly lower academic 
performance. 

2. Based on the evaluation, the Illinois State Board of Education will classify the bottom fifty percent 
of the school districts as “ Lower performing school districts” and the top fifty percent as “ Higher 
performing school districts.” 

3. The Illinois State Board of Education should increase the percent of funding distributed to “ Lower 
performing school districts” from forty five percent to sixty percent. The remaining funds will be 
given to “ Higher performing school districts”. Standardized tests will be used to reevaluate the 
performance of school districts annually and reclassify their level of funding. This modification will 
be a pilot policy that will be re-evaluated after a duration of four years. 

4. The money obtained will strictly be used for purchasing updated textbooks or essential objects, 
employing highly qualified teachers, providing training to current teachers, updating technology, 
and expanding on the quality of courses and extracurriculars available to students. 
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Proposal Author:   Danielle Herring 

Delegation:   Carmel Catholic High School 

Proposal Topic:  Present public high school lunches need to better incorporate fresh 
food into student's daily lunches and overall nutrition. 

Position Statement: To inform the people of Illinois that the current public high school lunches are 
inadequate for students. Illinois is not providing the proper nutrition needed for the learning 
environment nor promoting a healthy lifestyle in public high schools. Current public high school 
lunches care more about what to be told to put on their student's plates rather than caring about 
the proper nourishment for their students. 

Proposal: 
1. Build partnerships between schools, the community, health food companies and local farms. By 

creating partnerships, the price of fresh foods will decrease. 

2. Strengthen the education of healthy eating and healthy choices in students as well as faculty. 
Present health classes with nutrition units lack sufficient education for students as well as 
teachers. To improve the education of healthy eating, health classes should go further in depth 
about students understanding the prolonged benefits of healthy eating and healthy choices to 
create a better lifestyle. 

3. Increase the awareness of healthy eating. To do so, schools should create and/or partner with 
programs that promote healthy nutrition  and  require students to participate in these 
programs. Schools can host health fairs that encourage the school and its community to  
advocate  better eating.  Schools can also assign students "healthy homework".  Homework  can  
consist  of having students try healthy foods that begin with the letter of the week (ex: Spinach 
Sunday, Mango Monday, Wheat Wednesday,  etc).  Homework  can also consist of a physical 
activity calendar that students  can  do  over  the course of the week as well as extra credit 
activities such as participating  in a  SK, visiting a farmers market, or walking/biking to school. 

4. Ensure that cafeterias are constructed to influence students into choosing healthier meals, 
snacks, and drinks. Cafeterias should include having a wider variety of nutritious food, replace 
the deep fryer with a salad bar or have a healthier alternative to deep fried foods (ex: baked 
fries and grilled chicken), price nutritious foods lower than unhealthy foods, incorporate 
seasonal foods into lunches (ex: corn, apples, and  turkey  in  the  fall  and  blueberries, 
eggplant, and chicken in the spring). Schools should also be required to offer breakfast to 
students in the morning. 

5. Create meals based on the quality of the food, not the quantity of the food. Schools should 
integrate foods with a higher quality grade. Current schools lunches require prepared foods to 
be low in fat, calories, sodium and contain lean meats, and incorporate more fruits and 
vegetables as well as whole grains, but the simpler the food, the better grade that food is 
receiving. 

Expected Results: 
Results will show that by incorporating fresh foods into daily lunches, public high schools will begin 
to see the benefits of healthy eating and a healthy lifestyle in their students. The education, 
awareness, partnerships, programs, and new meals will benefit the well-being of students and 
overall, the state of Illinois. 
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Proposal Author:   Simon Histed 

Delegation:  NE Independent  

Proposal Topic:  Illinois has natural resources for energy including coal, natural 
gas, fracking, ethanol, solar, and wind industries. What should be done for these industries 
to bring people and jobs back to Illinois? 

Position Statement:   There must be a law that supports the ethanol industry in 
Illinois   

Proposal:   
1. Air pollution is a serious problem. It harms our health, and it harms the environment. 

The federal and state governments know this, and have passed laws designed to reduce 
air pollution. As you may know, blending natural biological material, such as ethanol 
which is made from corn, into straight gasoline, results in less air pollution. Ethanol 
reduces emissions, carbon monoxide and is the cleanest, most affordable source of 
octane on the market today. My proposal promotes the production and use of ethanol 
in gasoline in Illinois.   

2. Illinois currently offers a 20% tax exemption for gas wholesalers who sell a blend of 
10% ethanol, which is safe to use in all vehicles, and 90% straight gasoline, which 
encourages these wholesalers to sell ethanol-blended gasoline. However, this 20% 
exemption will not be renewed in 2018. Without this tax exemption, gas wholesalers in 
Illinois will not feel the need to sell an ethanol blend, and if straight gas gets cheap 
enough the wholesalers will sell 100% straight gasoline based gas resulting in more 
pollution and fewer jobs for farmers. 

3. This proposal will require all gasoline sold in Illinois to contain at least 10% ethanol in 
the blend.  This requirement will also prohibit using ethanol credits to satisfy the 
requirement to use at least 10% ethanol in the blend. This will reduce air pollution as 
well as create and maintain jobs for farmers, and for the builders and workers at 
ethanol plants, thus bringing more jobs to Illinois. 

4. This proposal will also require the State of Illinois and local governments to give tax 
incentives to people and businesses who build ethanol production facilities in Illinois, 
and who grow and sell corn to those facilities. These incentives may include tax credits, 
tax deductions, and subsidies. Currently there are 62 permits issued or are under 
review for ethanol plants in Illinois that have a high potential for tax income generation 
at a state level. 

5. In conclusion this proposal will help Illinois residents and businesses by creating and 
sustaining jobs while also helping keep the air clean. 

Expected Results:  
Create jobs, maintain jobs, bring people to Illinois, reduce air pollution.
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Proposal Author:   Adrian Hoffer      

Delegation:  Kenwood Academy High School       

Proposal Topic:  Changes should be made to felony sentencing standards, 
specifically lightening sentencing more cannabis offenses, and focusing more on 
rehabilitation for other nonviolent offenses 

Position Statement:   Sentencing for nonviolent drug offenses, specifically cannabis, 
carries too harsh of a sentence and focuses too heavily on punishment rather than 
rehabilitation. There needs to be an increase in post prison programs and life advisers.  

Proposal:   
1. Nonviolent drug offenses, particularly those associated with cannabis, carry too harsh 

of a sentence. This should be mitigated by reclassifying repeat drug offenders and/or 
those caught with 10 or more grams of cannabis from a felony charge to a less 
damaging misdemeanor charge. This means that second time offenders will not have 
their maximum sentences tripled and not be labeled as felons which would normally 
cause unnecessarily harmful effects on the person and community. 

2. Drug distributors often rely on cannabis as a source of income and have not received 
proper rehabilitation after serving their sentence. In an attempt to give them direction 
in life, rehabilitation programs in which job opportunities, in partnership with the 
prison, will be offered and heavily incentivized, and positions in those jobs will funnel 
into larger, out-of-prison entry level jobs.  

3. More jobs such apprenticeships will be offered to inmates as well beginning salaries to 
help financial stability post prison. 

4. Mentors will be assigned to a group of inmates that will have the job of tracking the 
prisoners life after prison and making sure their transition into society goes smoothly. 
The mentors will especially focus on repeat offenders in order to dissect why their pre-
prison behaviors are not going away. 

5. Mentors will report data to governent and conduct surveys so that the goverment can 
have an accurate picture of where the prison rehabilitation is failing. 

 
Expected Results:  
Within five years of implementing the reform, the Illinois prison system will see a 
substantial reduction in inmates serving sentencing for nonviolent drug offenses. 
Additionally, unemployment within socio-economically challenged communities will 
gradually decrease as more ex-prisoners receive jobs. 
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Proposal Author:   Owen Hoffer       

Delegation:  Kenwood Academy       

Proposal Topic:  Illinois should promote small business growth. 

Position Statement:   Current tax rates and procedures for businesses Illinois often 
push small businesses towards bankruptcy, an often unrecoverable position, while allowing 
bigger business to thrive. While Illinois has added 1.75% to the corporate tax rate, it had 
similar inflation to the personal income tax, which affects small pass-through businesses. 
This issue can be addressed by a slight tax change for such businesses. 

Proposal:   
1. Reduce Pass-Through taxes on small businesses by 5% to compensate for increased 

income taxes in the state of Illinois. To make up for lost money, increase the overall 
corporate tax rate by 1%. 

2. Promote more crowdfunding sources for new businesses and help biuild on current 
legislation such as in the Illinois intrastate crowdfunding law (HB 3429) 

3. Increase the cap of total investments towards a business 5 million in order for 
businesses to gain footing in their environment. 

4. Expant on the SBA’s, or Small Business Association, loan program for borrowing and 
lending. 

5. Add extra deductions available for flow-through businesses surrounding the rules of 
depreciation and inventory accounting. The current rate for small business for these 
expenses is equal to that of C Corporations. 

Expected Results:  
Redistributing some tax income and deductions (Proposal 1&3) will allow small businesses 
to have increased sustainability and allow faster growth. Proposal 2 aims to make starting 
a business less financially straining if the service being provided is well put together and 
appealing to investors. Overall these proposals aim to help small businesses start in Illinois 
through greater incentives, investments, etc and increase growth in the job sector of 
illinois.
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Proposal Author: Sameer Jain 

Delegation: Neuqua Valley High School 

Proposal Topic: Encouraging small business development  

Position Statement: Illinois should revise the Economic Development for a 

Growing Economy (EDGE) program to encourage small business development. The program is meant 

to assist small business development by offering tax cuts to participants for meeting certain 

employment quotas. However, companies often dishonestly take advantage of the program’s loosely 

enforced guidelines. Stricter security and authentication methods would help foster economic 

growth. 

Proposal: 

1. llinois should use face-to-face interaction between a government representative inspector and 
business managers to ensure the accuracy of employment claims, as the current system entails 
almost no authentication methods to hold corporations accountable for the terms agreed upon. 

2. All EDGE agreements should be made accessible to the public Department of Commerce and 
Economic Opportunity website. The full terms agreed upon by both the government and the 
business involved should be posted, to ensure maximum transparency and honesty. 

3. Businesses found guilty of reporting false employment records should be held accountable. 
Illinois should issue penalties through discontinuation of the EDGE deal with the business at 
question, either for a temporary 3 year period, or permanently for severe cases. 

4. EDGE participant companies should be required to retain at least 75% percent of non-resigning 
employees hired through the program for at least 4 years, establishing a commitment to 
Illinois’s economy. 

5. The EDGE program should reward companies for choosing to operate in under-developed parts 
of the state through a 20% lower employment quota, in order to improve economic conditions 
all around the state. 

6. Illinois should decrease the tax breaks provided to participants by 15%. 
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Proposal Author: Elizabeth Kapsch 

Delegation: Northeast Independent 

Proposal Topic: What is one revision you would propose to update the Illinois Constitution? 

Position Statement:  I would like to amend the Illinois State Constitution to provide for the 
voter’s to decide when leadership of the General Assembly should change. 

Proposal:   
1. Some government officials have been in the same position for over thirty years, and the Illinois 

system has not been improving, perhaps as a result of this. The Speaker of the House and the 
President of the Senate, if in these places for a long period of time, will eventually become too 
powerful and have a negative effect on our government. My proposal will help limit the terms of 
these positions, overall improve the places of power, and help give the general public more of a 
say in what happens in our government.  

2. My solution is to put a portion on the ballot that enables the general public to request a change 
in either Speaker of the House or President of the Senate, or both, if they have been in that 
same position for ten years. If the majority of people vote to request a change, a change must 
be made. Also, even if a request is not made the first time the option is put on the ballot, the 
option will keep returning every year the person is still in power after his/her ten years. In 
order to select a new person, the lead majority and lead minority will participate in an election 
to choose the new Speaker/President.  By doing this, the Speaker and President will not be able 
to gain a large amount of power in the system, and will not influence the changes made to the 
government as much as they would if in power for a long period of time, especially if the people 
do not agree with their ideals. However, the person will still be able to be in either the House or 
Senate, but they must not be in that particular position if they are requested off. 

3. An argument could be made that simply having term limits put into place could have the same 
effect. However, with term limits, if a person if greatly improving our state’s systems, it would 
benefit to have them in power for as long as they continue doing good things. With adding my 
amendment, we as a state would be enabled to get the people doing harmful things off of the 
seat of power and the people doing good things to stay if we so choose. 

Expected Results:  
If this amendment is put into place, then the general public will have more of a say in what they 
believe is best for our government to do. For example, the current Speaker of the House has been 
in that place of power for forty years, and the government has not been doing well. In 2014, he 
turned down an opportunity to fix our budget and has been ever since. Also, since many people are 
disagreeing with his ways, and maybe most would like a change. However, since the House is not 
voting another person in, he has not stepped down and will continue making changes that are 
harmful to our government now, and in the future. 

If this amendment is implemented, our government will be running more smoothly because we won’t 
have just one person’s ideas that are made into laws, especially if those ideas are harming our 
economy and more. If the majority of people disagree with the ways of the Speaker of the House or 
the President of the Senate, then there will be a way to fix what damage they have caused.
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Proposal Author:    Claudia Kasztelan    

Delegation:   Wheaton North High School  

Proposal Topic:   There should be a different approach to felons and their sentence. 

Position Statement:   Rather than being imprisoned, felons should go through rehabilitation 
programs. Felons’ behavior may be caused by psychopathic or mental disorders which can be treated or 
concealed, rather than punished. Sentencing minimums are inappropriate for their conditions. 

Proposal:   
1. Sentencing minimums for drug abuse should be eliminated completely. Illinois needs a drug court system, 

which consists of checking in with a judge on a regular basis and would be required to attend counseling 
sessions, produce urine tests for signs of drug use, find a job, and live in safe, drug-free environments. 
Studies show that 70 percent of participants quit treatment early if not pushed to do so. Therefore, these 
guidelines and mandatory treatment plans would make sure that they are as aggressive as needed. Addicts 
are in need of support and treatment, but will not seek it on their own. Not only will communities be clean, 
but the taxes funding prisons would decrease significantly.  

2. According to studies, serial killers with no true remorse are defined as sociopaths. Denying sociopaths 
treatment is the equivalent of denying an education to a student with learning disabilities. Felons would have 
to be tested in a psych evaluation to prove their antisocial personality disorder. In saying that, felons proven 
to have an antisocial personality disorder should be held in a mental facility rather than a correctional facility 
as they can be controlled the same way as schizophrenic is without it being deemed as a punishment. They 
are only dangerous when provoked. 

3. Poverty is one of America’s growing issues. When in a difficult economic situation, felons tend to steal to 
make up for it. If we offer a class or program to help convicts earn, save and spend money properly to those 
convicted of robbery, those felons can learn how to control their financial stability instead of taking from 
others. The class would be funded through the same taxes as penitentiaries and prisons today. 

4. In 2012, at least 3,278 people were serving life sentences for nonviolent crimes. Therefore, judges should 
not be mandated to give out minimum sentencing for nonviolent offenses. Today, a nonviolent robbery 
sentence can last from 20 to 30 years to a lifetime. The goal is to allow judges to sentence the convict to 
what seems fit for the crime they have committed. Fairness would satisfy all aspects of the spectrum 
including race, sex, sexual orientation, marital status, etc. 

5. As of now, the maximum sentencing time for juveniles is one year. There not only should be a minimum, but 
one year is not long enough. The minimum sentencing for juveniles should be six months and may last for two 
years rather than one. Juveniles not only need more time to realize their mistakes, as their brains and 
maturity levels are not yet developed completely, but young people fear commitment. If certain crimes had a 
minimum of six months, juveniles would not want to take that level of risk. 

Expected Results:  

Felons and their disabilities would be dealt with by offering treatment; the root of the problem of robbery 
would be eliminated by offering an education to shine a light on the subject; unnecessary sentencing would 
be nonexistent, decreasing taxes being put into correctional facilities; and there would be a decreased crime 
rate for juveniles. Most crimes can be avoided if contained at the root. Allowing felons to live with their 
mistakes is no help, considering that the issues are being concealed rather than taken care of. Crime rates 
would drop, people would be healthy, communities would be safe, and taxes would be more useful. 
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Proposal Author: J.P. Lacroix 
 
Delegation:  Mundelein 
 
Proposal Topic: Improved security measures for railroad passengers. 
 
Position Statement:  Passengers on railroad transportation risk their lives due to the lack 
of safety measures in place.  Improved safety measures would significantly reduce the risk 
of violence on trains, and may help prevent incidents such as: 

 May 16, 2017 shooting of an Amtrak conductor near Naperville, IL.1 

 August 17, 2017 shooting of passenger on CTA Red Line at 200 block of State Street 
in Chicago.2 

 
Proposal:    
1. We need to install more security cameras in train stations and on trains in order to 

increase security measures and better protect our passengers.  

2. We should create a system in which people’s luggage is scanned and checked for 
weapons or any other objects that would cause harm to other passengers. 

3. There should be rule that requires people to walk through a metal detector in order to 
get onto a public train in order to make sure they aren’t carrying a weapon.  

4. We need to put up signage in order to deter crime by letting criminals know that they 
are being watched by security. 

 
Expected Results:     
Lowered crime rate on public trains and increased protection for the passengers of trains. 
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Proposal Author:  Samuel Libenson  

Delegation:  Kenwood Academy       

Proposal Topic:  Illinois should promote stem cell research through the use of umbilical and 
placental stem cells. 

Position Statement: Stem cell research is one of the most promising fields of medical research, but 
is one of the most underused. Illinois should prompt more stem cell research by providing 
researchers with access to the resources they need: more stem cells. Illinois can do this by 
encouraging mothers to donate the umbilical cord and placenta after giving birth. 

Proposal:   
1. Illinois needs to provide educational material in order to encourage pregnant women to donate 

the placenta and umbilical cord. This can be accomplished by designing posters and brochures 
that would appeal to and be noticed by expecting families. Brochures should include what use 
umbilical and placental stem cells have, and how their donation would be helpful. These should 
be placed in doctor’s offices and waiting rooms of the Obstetrician/Gynecologist as well as 
private clinics and facilities such as Planned Parenthood. 

2. As advertisements do not reach every person, Illinois needs to maximize the amount of people 
reached and ensure the message is communicated to every family possible. Therefore, in 
addition to advertisements, doctors, clinicians, nurses, and all medical professionals should be 
required to convey to expecting families that donating the umbilical cord and placenta is an 
option. Families and/or mothers can be assured that the research conducted on their baby’s 
cells would be anonymous. 

3. Families should be informed not only of the option to donate, but how their donation would be 
beneficial. In their explanation, advertisements and medical professionals should explain how 
and why donating the placenta and umbilical cord would further science as well as improve the 
lives of people afflicted with all types of diseases. 

4. Medical professionals should be required to talk to families about the donation option at all 
appointments only after two months before the baby is due (i.e. at about the 32nd week). This 
is a strategic time, as it is neither too early a time that the mother would not remember by the 
time of birth nor too late of a time that the mother would consider it unimportant. 

5. On the day of birth, it should be mandated that it be standard protocol to preserve and then 
donate the umbilical cord and placenta to a facility that researches umbilical and placental stem 
cells. However, all available parents have the opportunity to opt out of donation. 

Expected Results:  
Research facilities would have access to many more resources (i.e. placental and cord blood stem 
cells) that would be used to further research on stem cells. With access to all the different new 
stem cells provided by mothers, research and science would accelerate. Doctors and researchers 
would be able to utilize the new cells to develop new forms of therapy that could even lead to 
permanent cures. Stem cell research is already proven to be able to help treat an abundance of 

diseases including cancers such as leukemia. 
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Proposal Author:   Maria Martin       

Delegation:   Williamsville High School       

Proposal Topic:  Regulations to protect victims of domestic abuse in subsidized 
housing.  

Position Statement:  By implementing these proposals, the response to domestic abuse in 
Illinois will favor the victim and not the abuser.  

Proposal:   

1. The proposals listed below are intended to decrease these statistics: 

a. A 2003 survey of 100 U.S. homeless mothers found nearly one in five reported 
being afraid of a partner and the same number reported being threatened by a 
partner. 

b. 65 percent of victims seeking subsidized housing are either denied or given less 
housing terms and conditions. 

2. Courts may prohibit the abuser from entering or remaining in the residence. 

3. Rules will be enforced to prevent victims from being evicted (one-strike rule would not 
apply to the victim), denied housing or offered less advantageous terms and conditions 
because they were abused. 

4. Include stalking as an act of domestic violence and the victims of stalking would be 
protected under these regulations.  

5. Shelters and other domestic violence service providers should not be required to 
provide identifying information, that could be used to track and locate victims, to the 
Homeless Management Information Service (HMIS). This will protect the safety of 
survivors of domestic violence who are forced to flee their homes by ensuring they are 
not tracked.  (HMIS is a program designed to track homeless individuals' use of services 
and programs.) 

Expected Results: 
The victims of domestic abuse will feel like they have a voice and the decision of their 
housing is not dependent on the abuser’s actions. The safety of the victims and their 
personal information will be protected so as not to put them in further harm.   

The abuser will be evicted and the one-strike rule will be applied. 
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Proposal Author:    Rachel Nordmark       

Delegation:   Wheaton Warrenville South       

Proposal Topic:   Improving High School Curriculum for the physical and 
mental well-being of the student population       

Position Statement:   The Current physical education system and the enforcement of 
said system is not effective for overall health and should return to the regulations of the 
state law before it was changed in August of 2017. Also, new elective gym classes, regular 
evaluations and punishments for not following the state law, and    

Proposal:   
1. The state law of physical education as a daily occurrence should be reenacted to have 

all students grades 1-12 have daily P.E.  

2. Students should not be allowed to opt out of physical education even if they participate 
in a school-funded sport after class. Every student, unless they are injured with a note 
from their doctor, should be required to participate in P.E.  

3. To be able to afford staffing and facilities for daily exercise, schools should cut 
spending on technology and also  

4. Different physical education electives will be   

5. Each high schools should go through an evaluation every 5 year to make sure they are 
following the proposed state law of physical education every day for all grade levels. If 
the school being evaluated does not meet all of the  

Expected Results: 
Mandating all students to take PE every day would better help children and adolescents 
reach the recommended 60 minutes a day of exercise.  The changing curriculum for 
standard physical education classes would help students learn about what type of exercise 
they need to improve upon. Because of a nutrition class, nutrition education would increase 
without incredibly decreasing physical fitness, and students would make more 
knowledgeable food choices. In a study, children participating in nutrition education 
programs increased their fruit and vegetable consumption by ⅓ and were more likely to 
choose low-fat or fat-free milk, which shows how adding this curriculum to schools could 
decrease childhood obesity and other diseases that afflict today’s society. 
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Proposal Author:   Sulayman Pandit       

Delegation:  Wheaton Warrenville South     

Proposal Topic:  What if any changes should be made to felony sentence standards. 
More or less Rehabilitation or Punishment?      

Position Statement:   Changes should be made and more rehabilitation  

Proposal:   
1. I believe that many changes need to be made to the felony sentence standards in the 

State of Illinois. Punishments are not doing enough for the state because they are not 
teaching felons life skills and abilities to succeed after their time is up. The goal of the 
prison system should be to teach the inner city kids who continue to go in and out of 
jail how to not end up in the situation again. This can only come with knowledge which 
a poor inner city child does not have. This tends to be an issue with the adolescent in 
the largest and most populous city in the state: Chicago. My mother deals with the 
patients who need psychiatric help in the prison system. What I have learned from 
conversing with her is that the system that is put in place only allows convicts to 
continue their wrong acts and behaviors after they are released because they live in 
horrible conditions and commit petty crimes due to the fact that they live in the slums 
and do not have the money to obtain necessities for themselves and their family. 
Rehabilitation allows for convicts to learn from their mistakes without being railroaded 
and stuck in the system for the rest of their lives.  

Expected Results:  
With these changes made to our prison system I believe that the State of Illinois will 
ultimately become much safer and will see a decrease in crime in the inner cities which is 
where it is quite frankly needed most. In the late 1990s Chicago was seen as the most 
dangerous large city in the country. The reputation that we have would be completely 
changed after the prison system shake up. We then will continue to prosper as a state and 
will have inner city convicts being employed after they are released and will rarely see the 
return of criminals in and out of the system. 
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Proposal Author:  Aditi Patel 

Delegation:  Carmel Catholic High School 

Proposal not available for print; copies will be available in Springfield. 
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Proposal Author:  Priyal Patel 

Delegation:  Carmel Catholic High School 

Proposal not available for print; copies will be available in Springfield.
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Proposal Author:    Heather Prior      

Delegation:   Williamsville High School      

Proposal Topic:   State funded additon to schools      

Position Statement:  The state should provide solar panels for schools to cut 
back on electricity bills.  

Proposal:   
1. A fund will be started by the Illinois State Board of Education to collect money to 

provide solar panels. The funding will come from an increase in the tax of 1% on non-
renewable energy sources such as coal and natural gas.  

2. The solar panel companies will be given the right to publicize their companies’ names in 
exchange for providing and installing the equipment at 2% above cost for materials and 
labor.  

3. Participating schools can apply to receive funding by submitting a grant proposal to the 
Illinois State Board of Education.  

4. Solar panels will be installed in participating public schools. The schools will be 
periodically evaluated to calculate the savings from the solar panels. The information 
will be reported to the Illinois State Board of Education.   

5. Once all schools have received solar panels, the money in the fund will be used for 
maintenance, repairs, and upgrades.   

Expected Results:  
The solar panels will decrease electrical bills. After 15 years the solar panels will pay for 
themselves, eventually saving school districts money. The money that is saved will be used 
by the school districts to further their educational needs. 
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Proposal Author: Mia Riccelli 

Delegation: Victor J. Andrew High School 

Proposal Topic: Promoting Biotechnology Research and the Use of Stem Cells. 

Position Statement: We should promote the use of stem cells and biotechnology research because 

by funding and increasing knowledge in this topic, we may be able to not only treat immunol 

diseases, but also prevent them from occurring in future generations. Research of major diseases 

such as blood cancer, bone marrow, arthritis, multiple sclerosis, etc. have large, positive futures 

should we implement this means of research. 

 
Proposal: 

1. Research involving stem cells, bacteria cells, and adult stem cells from any human source, 

including SCNT (somatic cell nuclear transfer), will be allowed and medical research will be given 

full consideration. 

2. Promoting this ensures a secure, promising area that will not harm any event in order to apply 

this issue. 

3. Millions of lives may be saved by improving research with the expansion of stem cell research; 

most specifically concerning the elderly. 

4. The Department of Public Health will develop the Illinois Regenerative Medicine Institute 

Program to give grants to Illinois medical research institutions. 

 
Expected Results:The expected results of increasing and promoting biotechnology research and the 

use of stem cells will have great health and life benefits. It will allow us to create cures for diseases 

which are presently referred to as “un-curable”. Thus allowing society to further engage in knowing 

how cancers, and other immune diseases work, making it possible to stop the spread of them in our 

families and our future families. 
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Proposal Author:   Kenzi Schmidt       

Delegation:  Northeast Independent       

Proposal Topic:   What rights should be enacted for a foster child and foster 
parents during the adoption process?       

Position Statement:   Minors who are a ward of the state in Illinois should be 
allowed to initiate termination of their biological parent's parental rights to help them find 
stable forever homes in a more efficient and timely manner, allowing for assistance through 
college and providing a stable environment throughout childhood and teenage years. 

Proposal:   
Nearly eighteen thousand children are in the Illinois foster care system. Out of that 
eighteen thousand, over six thousand are teenagers. Many of these said teenagers will age 
out of the system without any lasting connections to a permanent family. The goal for this 
proposal is to free up more children for adoption and help them find stable forever homes 
that will provide a loving family and stable environment that will support them throughout 
their teenage years and hopefully for the rest of their lives. 

1. A child who has been in the foster care system for a minimum of two years and is of 
fourteen years of age or older should have the right to request termination of their 
biological parent's parental rights, freeing themselves up for adoption and/or to 
become a permanent ward of the state.   

2. If no visitation has occurred between the child and biological parents’ in a time span of 
twelve months, the termination of the biological parents’ rights should be taken into 
immediate consideration by the court, regardless of the parents’ consent.  

Expected Results:  
More Illinois teens in the foster care system will find forever homes through adoption.
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Proposal Author:   Meher Sethi       

Delegation:  Waubonsie Valley High School       

Proposal Topic:   Criminal Justice Reform and Rehabilitation   

Position Statement:   To approach criminal justice with a sense of compassion, by helping 
offenders reintegrate into the society and reduce recidivism. Currently, a number of offenders sentenced to 
prison sentences recommit crimes after their release. Our society’s current emphasis on prison sentences as 
the only means of justice and reform does not deter recidivism. In fact, higher sentences strengthen the 
tendencies towards criminality and are associated with higher recidivism. Moreover, the prisons are becoming 
overcrowded, the costs of incarceration are increasing every year, and most importantly, the underlying issue 
of cessation of criminal behaviour is not being addressed. 

Proposal:   
1. Currently, a person deemed mentally insane when convicted of a felony, is released from custody as 

“innocent.” Unfortunately, a plethora of individuals with psychopathic disorders gain satisfaction through 
their antisocial behavior and lack any remorse for their actions. Those individuals should instead serve 
their sentence in a Mental Health Residential Facility, so that appropriate treatment and care can be 
provided to them.  

2. Presently, Adult Redeploy, a comprehensive program diverting non violent offenders to community-based 
services, is available in a very small portion of the state - 39 out of 102 counties. This program should 
be expanded to encompass the entire state, allowing for easier reintegration into society, reducing 
recidivism and overpopulation in prisons. 

3. Illinois should reclassify nonviolent possession-of-drug offenses so that low quantity drug possession is 
considered a misdemeanor as opposed to a felony (excluding cannabis, as it is already so). This type of 
misdemeanor is easily treatable through rehabilitation and/or therapy, and instead of incarcerating these 
individuals, Illinois has the opportunity to rehabilitate them and reduce recidivism of the crime. Further, 
the reform will drastically reduce the number of inmates cycling through Illinois’ prison system, as well as 
save the state expensive taxpayer money. 

4. Illinois should establish a restorative-justice program. A program as such would personalize a non-violent 
crime by having the victim and offender mediate a restitution agreement, allowing the offender to take 
responsibility for his/her actions. These offenders are given the opportunity to compensate the victim 
directly, which may include money, community service, and/or education to prevent recidivism. 

5. Currently, Illinois has no program whatsoever concerning emotional or mental health counseling for the 
incarcerated. Not all offenders are the stereotypical macho individuals with a hardened demeanor that is 
beyond redemption or only deserving of cruel punishment. Prisons are harsh, psychologically damaging 
environments. Moreover, the social stigma associated with incarceration, combined with the 
depersonalizing effects of imprisonment, may result in a sense of hopelessness and powerlessness, as 
well as deeply internalized shame and guilt for some inmates. The signs of these should be identified, and 
Emotional and Mental health counseling should be available to the inmates. Examples may include 
individual therapy, group therapy, or other self-help activities. 

Expected Results:  
Recidivism rates would reduce drastically from the current 48% per year in Illinois alone, costing an additional 
$120,000 per individual prisoner. Prisons would no more be overpopulated, and those resources could 
instead be reallocated towards more productive agenda items such as education and mental health care. 
Those who are mentally ill can be afforded suitable treatment, further lowering recidivism rates and 
addressing mental health issues in the state. Finally, rehabilitation allows for increased employment 
opportunities, improved self-esteem, and reintegration for individuals to once again be active contributors to 

society. 
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Proposal Author:   Evan Sherwood 

Delegation:  Metea Valley High School       

Proposal was not available for printing; copies will be available in Springfield. 
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Proposal Author : Samara Smith 

Delegation:   Kenwood Academy 

Proposal Topic:  High schools should implement more programs and assistance to 
promote the physical well-being of students 

Position Statement: The current conditions of high schools are damaging to a student’s 
well-being and should be revised.     

Opening Statement: The latest five-year graduation rate is 73.5%.  

Proposal: 

1. Necessary free-period outside of lunch of at least 20 minutes. On average, students 
are assigned 3.5 hours of homework a day. It is very easy for students to get 
overwhelmed when trying to balance school and home responsibilities. If used 
effectively, a free period would give students an opportunity to catch up, study for 
test, speak with teachers, or handle other responsibilities.     

2. Requiring students to take a cultural class outside of their own culture.With students 
being more culturally aware, their day-to-day interactions with other students would be 
more effective and/or productive.   

3. Separating classes based on type of learner the students are. All students learn 
differently because all students are different and we should organize the classes 
around that to better assist their learning.  

4. Emphasizing a more comfortable learning environment to encourage more participation. 
When more relaxed, students respond better to what is being taught. With an 
uncomfortable environment students elicit a negative attitude which hinders learning. A 
comfortable, and inviting classroom environment would result in a positive attitude.   

5. Having a student committee contribute when deciding on a punishment/consequence 
for another student’s behavior. No one understands students like their peers being that 
they live similar lifestyles as far as school and generational concepts. The circumstance 
is sometimes more complicated than a simple right or wrong. Student involvement when 
considering consequences would result in a more just system.      

Expected Results: Student’s overall learning experience would be enhanced with these 
changes and allow for a more positive association to school. Also improving their mental 
health and social-interactions for their future to come. 
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Proposal Author: Alex Welch 

Delegation:   Kenwood Academy 

Proposal Topic:  What is one revision you would propose to update the Illinois 
constitution? 

Position Statement: The Illinois State Government should amend the Illinois Constitution to 
limit the amount of terms an elected official can hold office to 2 terms for Senators and 6 
terms for Representatives. This would ensure that they both can only hold, at most, 12 
years as an elected official. 

Proposal:  

1. Illinois needs to set a 12 year limit for people to serve elected office. The State 
Legislature is heavily entrenched in Partisan politics, which makes it difficult to pass 
laws quickly. If term limits were put into the constitution, the driving force behind 
the majority of the bills passed into law would not be re-election - it would be for 
the good of the people of Illinois.  

a. Partisan politics bogs down the state government and prevents them from 
passing laws - many politicians just want re-election. One major example of 
this is the Illinois Budget Impasse. Governor Rauner (R) and House Speaker 
Michael Madigan (D) were in disagreement over the Illinois budget for the 
fiscal year of 2015. Subsequently, Illinois went without a state budget from 
July 1st, 2015 to August 31st, 2017 (738 days) 

b. Illinois offices rarely ever turn over. If this amendment were passed, it would 
prevent politicians from being voted in and never being voted out until they 
retire from politics. In the elections for the Illinois House of Representatives, 
incumbents had, roughly, a 92% re-election rate when running opposed. 
Overall, 89% of incumbents retained their position (the percentage decreased 
because some politicians retired). 

c. More politicians would run for state offices because there would be a higher 
probability for them winning. In the 2016 House of Representative general 
election, 58.33% of incumbents ran unopposed. That means that 58.33% of 
the seats in the House of Representatives had no possibility to be turned 
over.  

Expected Results: If this amendment was passed into law, it would prevent senators and 
representatives from holding office for more than 12 years. This makes it so that 
politicians can’t retain office for years. It would prevent the government from being bogged 
down by partisan politics. Offices would be turning over more frequently and the 
politician’s main driving force would be the will of the people, not re-election. 
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Proposal Author: Benjamin Welch  

Delegation:  Kenwood Academy       

Proposal Topic: Illinois should encourage small businesses to invest here and grow 

Position Statement: Illinois should adopt a small micro loan program for helping small 
businesses begin and grow. 

Proposal: 
Many small businesses can not afford to expand. A system of loans could help businesses 
expand, while not costing the state government too much tax payer dollars. 

1. The Illinois state government would implement a small micro loan program run 
directly through the state. These would then be spent on what the small business 
owner requires for his business. 

2. The loans would be between $500 and $1500. They would be required to put down 
a small collateral to insure it the loan is paid. The business owner would have 3 
years to pay the loan back, with a 10% interest rate. 

3. Loans would be payed for with income taxes, with the assumption that the money 
would be made back with the interest rate. 

4. Small business owners would apply for a loan, giving the reason they require the 
loan. They would then be accepted if their reason is logical, with a higher 
acceptance rate in low income and under developed areas.  

Expected Results:  
Small businesses could grow more easily. This would help the economy and grow jobs. The 
state government could make money off the interest on the loans. 
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STATE OF ILLINOIS 

Sixty-Ninth Session 
Illinois Youth Legislature 

 

Introduced by: Referred to Committee: 

Senate Sponsor:            

House Sponsor:              Blue Special Committee 

At the Request of: Valeria Crites 

Delegation:  Williamsville 

 

A BILL 
For an Act Creating Chapter 105, Section 245, of the Illinois Compiled Statutes, relating to 
school appropriations. 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE YMCA YOUTH LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ILLINOIS. 

Section I. This bill shall be called “The Guaranteed School Funding Act.” 1 

Section II. The State of Illinois will be required to fully fund public elementary and 2 

secondary schools in the absence of a state budget. 3 

Section III.  In the event that the legislature fails to enact a state budget, the Illinois State 4 

Comptroller shall be directed to release school appropriations equal to the amount paid in 5 

the previous budget year.   6 

Section IV. This Bill shall go into effect on July 1, 2018 upon the signature of the Youth 7 

Governor of the State of Illinois. 8 
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STATE OF ILLINOIS 

Sixty-Ninth Session 

Illinois Youth Legislature 

Introduced by: Referred to Committee: 

Senate Sponsor:       

House Sponsor:         Blue Special Committee 

At the Request of: Kartikeya Dixit 

Delegation:  Neuqua Valley High School 

 

A BILL 

For an Act 410 chapter 15 , of the Illinois Compiled Statuses , relating to Banning Smoking in public 
areas 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE YMCA YOUTH LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ILLINOIS.

Section I. Smoking should be banned in all public places (includes any place outside one’s house) 1 

Section II. A $200 fine for the first 3 offense and 6 months jail time for the 4 or more offenses 2 

Section III. The fines will fund for the implementation and enforcement of this bill. The police will 3 
enforce this bill. 4 

Section IV. This Bill shall go into effect on 1 June 2018, upon the signature of the Youth Governor 5 
of the State of Illinois.6 
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Introduced by: Referred to Committee: 

Senate Sponsor:    

House Sponsor:    Special Committee 

At the Request of:   Sarah Henry 

Delegation: Neuqua Valley High School 

 

A BILL 

 

For an Act Amending Chapter 415, Section 25 of the Illinois Compiled Statutes, relating to recycling 
in public and government buildings. 

 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE YMCA YOUTH LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ILLINOIS

Section I. In order to increase the environmental quality of lives, all buildings for government use 1 
and all buildings for public use in cities with a substantial population will be required to provide 2 
proper methods of recycling. 3 

Section II. Cities with a substantial population include all cities with a population above 75,000 4 
people. Buildings for public use include buildings funded by the government with but serves no use 5 
to the government (i.e. museums, schools, libraries, et cetera). 6 

Section III. A “proper method of recycling” will include separate deposits for plastic, paper, glass, 7 
and metal; a bin for trash must also be provided. Such a system will be required in every room 8 
designated for eating (i.e. cafeterias) and every room with a capacity of over 100 people. 9 

Section IV. Those not in compliance shall be required to pay $100 in fines for every required room 10 

as described not providing the described mode of recycling. 11 

Section V. This Bill shall go into effect on January 1, 2019 upon the signature of the Youth 12 

Governor of the State of Illinois. 13 
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Senate Sponsor: 

House Sponsor: 

Co-Sponsors: 

At the Request of: Thomas Hung 

Delegation: Neuqua Valley High School 

A BILL 

For an Act amending chapter 4, section 414, of the Illinois Compiled Statutes relating to 
unaffordable healthcare for families due to employer-sponsored insurance. 

 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE YMCA YOUTH LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ILLINOIS.

Section I. This bill will allow the cost of an employee’s spouse and dependent children, that are not 1 
included within the employer-sponsored insurance, to be excluded when determining the family’s  2 
eligibility for premium subsidies. When an individual, with employer- sponsored insurance covering 3 
at least 60% of costs, applies for premium subsidies, the family may not be rejected if the total 4 
costs of health insurance for the whole family exceeds 9.69% of the household income. 5 

Section II. Individuals that are actually ineligible for government subsidies and are purposely 6 
engaging in fraud through exacting government subsidies will be fined or jailed. Fines will be paid in 7 
twice the amount of subsidies that were falsely claimed. 8 

Section III. This bill will be placed under the regulation of the Illinois Health and Hospital 9 
Association in order to monitor eligibility statuses and direct subsidies to families that are eligible 10 
for premiums. There will be a department dedicated to maintaining proper usage of these premium 11 
subsidies. 12 

Section IV. Reforms in medicaid are expected to significantly reduce the overall Medicaid 13 
expenditure by bundling payments, excluding medicaid funding from paying extra from more 14 
expensive technology that doesn’t include better functions, and relying more on electronics. These 15 
reformations in medicaid could save $19 million during the decade or more, $500 million in a 16 
decade, and up to $40 million per year. 17 

Section V. This Bill shall go into effect on June 1, 2018 upon the signature of the Youth Governor 18 
of the State of Illinois. 19 
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Introduced by: Referred to Committee: 

Senate Sponsor: 

House Sponsor:                                                                            Blue Special Committee 

At the Request of: Kavya Karthi 

Delegation: Neuqua Valley High School 

 

A BILL 

For an Act amending Chapter 415 Act 55, of the Illinois Compiled Statutes, relating to punishments 

for corporations disposing chemicals into the groundwater supply. 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE YMCA YOUTH LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ILLINOIS.

Section I. This amendment will enforce a fine for private companies who dispose large quantities of 1 

excess materials that negatively impact the quality of Illinois’ groundwater supply. Any excess 2 

chemicals or materials that are disposed must not exceed the Environmental Protection Agency’s 3 

approved quantity to preserve the wellbeing of the environment and of the citizens. 4 

Section II. The Illinois Environmental Protection Agency is to create a special committee that is 5 

placed with the responsibility of oversight for any testing that is to take place. It is to meet twice a 6 

year to discuss the implications of any violations that may have taken place. 7 

Section III. Companies that fail to meet these requirements will be fined up to $10,000 based upon 8 

the severity of the offence. 9 

Section IV. This Bill shall go into effect on June 1, 2018, upon the signature of the Youth Governor 10 

of the State of Illinois. 11 
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Introduced by: Referred to Committee: 

Blue Special Committee 

Senate Sponsor: 

House Sponsor: 

At the Request of: Younis Nooraldeen 

Delegation: Neuqua Valley High School 

 

A BILL 

 

For an Act creating Chapter 10, Section 5, Article 31, of the Illinois Compiled Statutes, relating to 
election code. 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE YMCA YOUTH LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ILLINOIS.

Section I. The election code is amended by adding Article 31 entitled “Empowered Voting Ballot.” 1 
The code is amended as follows. 2 

Section II. This bill will subject those participating in an election for an Illinois political position to 3 
undergo a system of ranked voting. Voters will be able to rank 3 candidates with rankins of “1,” “2,” 4 
and “3.” 5 

Section III. Ranked ballots will be put in place to organize the voters’ decisions. An instant runoff 6 
system will be constituted to advance each candidate to the forthcoming round or eliminate such 7 
candidate with the lowest number of votes until only two candidates remain. 8 

Section IV. The position will be granted to the candidate with the majority of the electoral vote. 9 
Winner should reflect the diversity of Illinois and share agreeable or satisfiable views similar to the 10 
ones of the population. This follows the Fair Representation Act in which voters may elect House 11 
Members who reflect their views. Every district will have the same influence in voting for an overall 12 
candidate. This way, the system will elect politicians that truly represent the will of the people. 13 

Section V. This Bill shall go into effect on June 1, 2018 upon the signature of the Youth Governor of 14 
the State of Illinois.  15 

Blue - 165



       

STATE OF ILLINOIS 

Sixty-Ninth Session 
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Introduced by: Referred to Committee: 

Senate Sponsor:       

House Sponsor:                                              Blue Special Committee 

At the Request of:  Rohit Panse     

Delegation:  Neuqua Valley High School 

A BILL 
For an Act amending 415 ILCS 5/8, Section 111, of the Illinois Compiled Statutes, relating to 
relating to paid parental leave for two guardians per family. 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE YMCA YOUTH LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ILLINOIS.

Section I. This bill will subsidize licensed businesses that use solar powered energy that exceeds the 1 
levels of 35% efficiency, with a minimum 200 points PTC test rating. The state of Illinois will be covering 2 
15% of the cost paid by the licensed businesses for solar energy system. 3 

Section II. Fraud such as withdrawing from solar energy program without notifying the IEPA 4 
and claiming non-deservant subsidies will result in a fine of double the equivalent value of the 5 
subsidies claimed. 6 

Section III. This law will be enforced by a biannual inspection from the Illinois   Environmental 7 
Protection Agency (IEPA). Inspections will ensure that businesses are using solar panels and that 8 
the panels meet the PTC test rating minimum. Offenders will be prosecuted in the court of law 9 
and forced to pay back the money embezzled and pay an additional fine of 10% percent of that 10 
stolen. The offenders' business license will be revoked until due fees are paid 11 

Section IV. The funding for this bill will be 0.5% a portion cut from the health and social 12 
services budgets to pay for subsidies as well as biannual inspection costs. 13 

Section V. This bill would go into effect on July 2, 2019 upon the signature of the Illinois Youth 14 
Governor. 15 
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Introduced by: Referred to Committee: 

Blue Special Committee 

Senate Sponsor:  

House Sponsor: 

At the Request of: Rushil Vellala 

Delegation: Neuqua Valley High School 

A BILL 

For an Act creating Chapter 105, Section 536, of the Illinois Compiled Statutes relating to the 
mandatory creation of green spaces in areas plagued by urban sprawl. 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE YMCA YOUTH LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ILLINOIS.

Section I. This bill will establish a system, tracking and eliminating the amount of infrastructure in 1 
densely populated areas relative to those in the state of Illinois. 2 

Section II. Depending on the severity of infrastructure development, the government will instill a 3 
number of mandatory green spaces to be created within a certain time frame. However, if certain, 4 
extraneous issues unexpectedly arise, local governments can petition to minimize the number 5 
required. 6 

Section III. An employee of the Environmental Protection Agency will conduct the mandatory urban 7 
sprawl analysis. This employee will be a certified management analyst. The date and time of these 8 
tests will not be announced beforehand, and if the local government is not available, then the 9 
employee will return at another random day unannounced.  10 

Section IV. In order to fund the equipment, transportation, and other extraneous costs, the 11 
Environmental Protection Agency will present a fine to those who establish the required amount of 12 
green spaces outside of the time frame or do not create these spaces altogether. Upon twenty days 13 
after the designated time frame, a $2000 fine will be issued. Upon two months after the designated 14 
time frame, a $5000 fine will be issued. Finally, upon no green spaces being established, the local 15 
government will have to pay $10000. 16 

Section V. This bill shall go into effect on June 1, 2018 upon the signature of the Youth Governor of 17 
the State of Illinois. 18 
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ILLINOIS YMCA YOUTH AND GOVERNMENT  
SPRINGFIELD ASSEMBLY 

 
 

 

PRAYER FOR THE GRAY HOUSE 

 

 

Loving and gracious God, we give You thanks for giving us another day. 

We ask today that You bless the Members of this assembly to be the 
best and most faithful servants of the people they serve. Purify their 
intentions, that they will say what they believe and act consistent with 
their words. 

Help them to be honest with themselves so that they will be concerned 
not only with how their words and deeds are weighed by others, but 
also with how their words and deeds affect the lives of those in need 
and those who look to them for support, help, strength, and leadership. 

May all that is done this day in the people's House be for Your greater 
honor and glory. Amen. 

 

 

 

 

 

Abe Kakuturu 
Chaplain 
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STATE OF ILLINOIS 

Sixty-Ninth Session 

Illinois Youth Legislature 

Introduced by: Referred to Committee: Gray 1 

Senate Sponsor: Brianna Malone    

House Sponsor: Bailey Carruthers 

Co-Sponsors: Timothy Keast, Logan Harrington     

Delegation:  Bradley-Bourbonnais Community High School  

A BILL 

For an Act amending Chapter 105, Sections 3, of the Illinois Compiled Statutes, relating to criminal 

offenses.   

BE IT ENACTED BY THE YMCA YOUTH LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ILLINOIS. 

Section I. This bill will mandate that all full time public school personnel kindergarten through 1 

twelfth (12) grade be certified in cardiopulmonary resuscitation (CPR). It is the school’s 2 

responsibility to enact this law, before the start of the new school year, biennially, as set in place 3 

by the American Red Cross. However, if a new school teacher is hired on the off year of 4 

certification, it is still required by the school to enact the certification process. 5 

Section II. It is the school's responsibility to ensure that all personnel are certified before the start 6 

of every school year, biennially, and if they fail to do so, the funding given by the state to said 7 

school will be cut by one percent (1%). 8 

Section III. This new law will be enforced by the Illinois School Board, as well as the Regional 9 

Offices of Education. 10 

Section IV. Funding from the bill will come from an amendment to the Illinois Video Gaming Act, 11 

Chapter 5, Section 60, raising the state tax on NIT income from Video Gaming 5% as well as 12 

amending the Liquor Control Act of 1934, Chapter 8, Section 8, raising the tax on spirits an 13 

additional 1%. 14 

Section V. This bill does not need funding, as the American Red Cross does not charge for 15 

instructors to go to locations to teach the course. Local police and fire stations may also be 16 

utilized to find persons to teach the course, depending on locations of the schools. 17 

Section V. This Bill shall go into effect on June 1, 2018 upon the signature of the Youth Governor 18 

of the State of Illinois. 19 
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STATE OF ILLINOIS 

Sixty-Ninth Session 
Illinois Youth Legislature 

Introduced by: Referred to Committee: Gray 1 

Senate Sponsor: Ali Chaudhary  

House Sponsor: João Victor Rodrigues  

Co-Sponsors: Peter Dziaba 

Delegation: Adlai E. Stevenson High School 

A BILL 

For an Act amending Chapter 220, Article 5, of the Illinois Compiled Statutes relating to 

exclusionary practices carried out by large Internet Service Providers (ISPs). 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE YMCA YOUTH LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ILLINOIS.

Section  I. Large ISPs operating  within  the  state of Illinois shall  will  no  longer  be allowed to 1 
use oligopolistic business practices that weaken competition and drive prices higher; 2 

Section II. An ISP oligopoly shall be defined as a market structure where 3 or fewer corporations 3 
deliberately weaken competition in order to control an entire market; such practices include 4 
collusion by companies in order to fix pricing and keep competitors out; 5 

Section  III.  The  Illinois  Commerce  Commission  (ICC)  will  review  the  business practices of  all 6 
large ISPs  competing in  the state of Illinois  to determine if they are oligopolies; 7 

Section IV. Subsidies will be provided for the expansion of small ISPs; funding will come from a 5% 8 
tax on the revenue of large ISPs deemed guilty by the ICC of being oligopolies, as defined in Section 9 
II; 10 

Section V. Large ISPs shall be defined as any ISP with revenue greater than $5 billion dollars 11 
in 2018; small ISPs shall be defined as any ISP with revenue less than $5 billion dollars in 2018; 12 

Section VI. Enforcement of this bill will be carried out by the Illinois Commerce Commission 13 
(ICC) and the Illinois Department of Revenue (IDOR); the ICC will determine which small ISPs 14 
will receive subsidies; the IDOR will be tasked with collecting the additional taxes levied on large 15 
ISPs deemed guilty of being oligopolies; 16 

Section VII. If large ISPs decrease prices or engage in behavior that makes an attempt at 17 
diminishing competitiveness of small ISPs, the ICC raise the 5% tax levied in Section IV 18 
accordingly; 19 

Section VIII. Small ISPs can apply for subsidies beginning on June 1st, 2019; 20 

Section IX. This Bill shall go into effect on June 1st, 2019, upon the signature of the Youth 21 
Governor of the State of Illinois. 22 
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STATE OF ILLINOIS 

Sixty-Ninth Session 
Illinois Youth Legislature 

Introduced by:  Referred to Committee: Gray 1 

Senate Sponsor:  Ray Brozak  

House Sponsor:   Katherine Balzer  

Co-Sponsors:      Ashlynne Thennarasu, Meghan Krawczyk  

Delegation:         Waubonsie Valley High School     

A BILL 
 

For an Act amending section 210 of the Illinois Compiled Statutes, relating to The Specialized 
Mental Health Rehabilitation Act. 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE YMCA YOUTH LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ILLINOIS.

Section I. This bill pertains to the use of the insanity defense. 1 

Section II. Illinois will disregard the use of Not Guilty by Reason of Insanity 2 

Section III. Those with qualifying mental disorders will be instead be considered guilty with insanity. 3 

Section IV. Those deemed guilty but insane will receive an equal sentence to those without mental 4 
disorders, but will serve their sentence in a residential facility. 5 

Section V. The mental disorders that will be covered under guilty but insane will be as follows: 6 
Schizophrenia, schizoid personality disorder, schizotypal personality disorder, schizoaffective 7 
disorder, antisocial personality disorder, borderline personality disorder, histrionic personality 8 
disorder, narcissistic personality disorder, and depersonalization. 9 

Section VI.  This bill does not require any extra funding as the money used towards the prisoners 10 
original incarceration will be reappropriated towards the residential facilities. 11 

Section VII. In order to enforce this bill, we will be relying on the aid of the Illinois Department of 12 
Corrections to properly document mentally ill inmates. If this law is not followed, prisoners who 13 
refuse to receive treatment after being diagnosed with a serious mental illness, will have 2 years 14 
added to their sentence. 15 

Section VIII. This will go into effect on January 1, 2019 upon the signature of the Youth Governor 16 
of the State of Illinois. 17 
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STATE OF ILLINOIS 

Sixty-Ninth Session 
Illinois Youth Legislature 

Introduced by: Referred to Committee: Gray 1 

Senate Sponsor: Devki Patel 

House Sponsor: Natalie Lafferty 

Co-Sponsors: Emily Huang, Chetna Landge 

Delegation:  Metea Valley  

A BILL 

For an Act amending 225 ILCS 5/1, the Illinois Athletic Trainer Practice Act, of the Illinois 
Compiled Statutes, relating to athletic trainers in high schools. 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE YMCA YOUTH LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ILLINOIS. 

Section I. This bill requires all high schools in the state of Illinois with a student body population of 1 
over 2,000 students to have at least one athletic trainer present on school grounds. 2 

Section II. The athletic trainer must be certified according to the National Athletic Trainer’s 3 
Association which states that an athletic trainer must graduate with a master’s or bachelor’s 4 
degree in athletic training from a credible athletic training program and must pass the athletic 5 
training certification exam through the Board of Certification. The trainer must also remain 6 
qualified during their time working as an athletic trainer by meeting continuing requirements set by 7 
the Board of Certification in order to renew their national certification. 8 

Section III. The athletic trainer does not have to be present during the entire school day but is 9 
required to be present when all practices or competitions are occurring. The athletic trainer is 10 
required to be present for competitions on school grounds only. Practices starting and ending 11 
before school are not required for the trainer to be at but all after school practices or competitions 12 
and all Saturday practices or competitions are required for the trainer to be present at. 13 

Section IV. The funding for the athletic trainer will be determined by the school districts and they 14 
will adjust salaries to account for another employee. 15 

Section V. If an athletic trainer is not hired by July 1st, 2020 or is not present in all situations 16 
stated in Section 3, then IHSA has the jurisdiction to enact fines. 17 

Section VI. This Bill shall go into effect on July 1st, 2018 upon the signature of the Youth Governor 18 
of the State of Illinois. 19 
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STATE OF ILLINOIS 

Sixty-Ninth Session 
Illinois Youth Legislature 

 
Introduced by: Referred to Committee: Gray 2 

Senate Sponsor: Julia Brooks      

House Sponsor: Nicole Vacha    

Co-Sponsors: Allison Van Nieuwenhuyse and Sydney Brown     

Delegation:  Stagg High School       
 

A BILL 

For an Act     , of the Illinois , relating to lowering drinking age to 18. 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE YMCA YOUTH LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ILLINOIS

Section I. Most young adults choose to drink under the age of 21. Lowering the drinking age to 18 1 
would provide a safer environment for young adults to be supervised. 2 

Section II. Adults under 21 are deemed capable of voting, signing contracts, serving on juries and 3 
enlisting in the military, but are told they are not mature enough to consume alcohol. By choosing 4 
to use fake IDs, students make ethical compromises that erode respect for the law. 5 

Section III. The loss of federal funding with this law will be made up by the taxing of alcohol and 6 
tobacco products. 7 

Section IV. This Bill shall go into effect on January 1, 2019 upon the signature of the Youth 8 
Governor of the State of Illinois. 9 
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STATE OF ILLINOIS 

Sixty-Ninth Session 
Illinois Youth Legislature 

 

Introduced by: Referred to Committee: Gray 2 

Senate Sponsor: Michael Chen 

House Sponsor: Samyak Mishra 

Co-Sponsors: Joshua Tabb 

Delegation:  Waubonsie Valley High School 

 

A BILL 
For an Act creating Chapter 105 Section 437, of the Illinois Compiled Statutes, relating to creation 
of vocational schools. 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE YMCA YOUTH LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ILLINOIS. 

Section I. This Act may be cited as the Vocational School Creation Act. 1 

Section II. Under this act, the Government of Illinois shall establish an online vocation school for 2 
Illinois residents of either United States citizenship or permanent residence. Said program shall 3 
cooperate with the University of Illinois, tradesman, and other affiliations to provide quick, easy, 4 
and detailed courses focused on training and preparing students for jobs that experience labor 5 
shortages. 6 

Section III. Businesses that pledge a certain amount will be granted access to recruit individuals 7 
enrolled in said program before enrollees are allowed to find jobs on the open market. If one or 8 
more businesses that have pledged recruit an individual, said individual must work for one of the 9 
companies barring said business does not offer a living wage to said individual. Living wage is 10 
defined by the minimum wage necessary for an individual to provide, without additional sources of 11 
income, the basic necessities: food, shelter, utilities, transportation, and health, while working 40 12 
hours a week. Individuals must continue working for said company for 3 years plus an additional 13 
year for each 2,000 USD said employer contributes to on-site training up to a maximum of 5 extra 14 
years. 15 

Section IV. Graduates of said program must enroll in a repayment plan where said individual must 16 
contribute a portion of their income to said program over the course of 10 years after they 17 
graduate. By the fifth year, graduates must have paid at least 35 percent of the aforementioned 18 
contribution amount. The amount said person must pay in said repayment plan will be equal to 50 19 
percent of the total value of their first contract before taxes for one year in addition to any supply  20 
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and instructor hiring costs. If an hourly wage is given, the total value shall be calculated using 40 21 
hours a week and 52 weeks a year. Failure to comply with said repayment plan will result in the 22 
said individual's diploma to be rescinded and be treated in similar manner to when individuals 23 
default on their federal student loans. 24 

Section IV. The Illinois Vocation School Board shall be created under the Illinois State Board of 25 
Education and oversee operations of said program. Said board shall assume all power and duties 26 
for ensuring all guidelines are followed and enforcing violations in said guidelines. Said board shall 27 
be responsible to create, revise, or maintain guidelines and regulations to ensure quality graduates 28 
of said program and provide access to said program. Said board shall be responsible for 29 
determining which programs to add, update, or remove, how much business must pledge to be 30 
granted access to early recruitment, how much is a living wage, and all other ambiguities in said 31 
program. These details must be outlined and published on the 15th of January of each year. This 32 
board maintains the power to be the final executive decision for issues under the realm of said 33 
program.  34 

Section V. An advocating campaign will be established by the Illinois Vocation School Committee to 35 
receive additional private donations. Said campaign will also raise awareness for undervalued 36 
occupations that are good paying, low in competition, and offer a plethora of opportunities. 37 

Section VI. This Bill shall go into effect on January 1st, 2020 upon the signature of the Youth 38 
Governor of the State of Illinois. 39 
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STATE OF ILLINOIS 
Sixty-Ninth Session 

Illinois Youth Legislature 

 

Introduced by: Referred to Committee: Gray 2 

Senate Sponsor: Hannah Roen 

House Sponsor: Alejandra Garcia 

Co-Sponsors: Lena Russell, Tanvi Pant 

Delegation:  Metea Valley  

 

A BILL 

For an Act amending 523 ILCS 5/1, of the Illinois Compiled Statutes, relating to the Inspections of 
the Illinois Environmental Protection Agency. 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE YMCA YOUTH LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ILLINOIS. 

Section I. The Public Health Law is to be amended as follows: There will be a system for grading 1 
municipalities in the area of environmental friendliness, along with incentives for a good score. 2 

Section II. The state shall establish a regulatory system for grading and determining the 3 
environmental friendliness of each business. The environmental compliance inspector shall establish 4 
this in all corporations and businesses already being regulated and inspected as well as add ons. 5 
This system will use alphabetical grading letters: A, B, C, D and F in order to signify the quality of 6 
such establishments. In order to fully qualify and effectively regulate the system, the commissioner 7 
shall take into account all aspects of energy, waste and actions taken to recycle, how well the 8 
companies are already following regulations set in place in regards to sustainability, contribution to 9 
pollution, or contributions to organizations dedicated to sustainability. The fully enforced grading 10 
system shall attempt to ensure and reflect the establishment’s full ability to follow regulations put 11 
in place and reward them for helping the environment to ensure compliance and effectiveness of 12 
state and local laws. 13 

Section III. The establishment shall place their grade on the front window within range of vision of 14 
all incoming customers, either at the front of the establishment or at the area of sale. If the 15 
municipality is selling tangible items, the grade of their companies should be displayed on their 16 
item, if the grade isn’t already within the range of vision in the store. If the company is selling the 17 
item or service online, it should be easily detectable under the description of the item, during the 18 
checkout, or on the homepage of their website. The grade should be easily detectable by the 19 
consumer and the meaning should be described either under or next to it or similar. This grade  20 
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must be given by the qualified and assigned environmental compliance inspector of said 21 
establishment, as well as it must be done in accordance with rules as well as regulations assigned 22 
by the commissioner. If an establishment receives a grade lower than an “A”, the responsible 23 
environmental compliance inspector shall inform the person in charge of the establishment no 24 
sooner than seven (7) days, but no later than twenty-one (21) days after the initial inspection. In 25 
the time between the initial and later inspection, the original grade shall remain poste at the area 26 
of entry or sale. In conclusion of the inspection, the party who is responsible for the establishment, 27 
will provide the owner with both the grade of the establishment, as well as the reasoning for said 28 
grade. The establishment under inspection may appeal the grade given by the responsible party for 29 
inspecting within the time period of 30 days. This appeal shall be handled by the environmental 30 
health commissioner within this time period. During any pending appeal, the establishment must 31 
maintain the posting of the grade to which they are appealing. This system shall be enforced by the 32 
Illinois Environmental Protection agency. 33 

Section IV. An establishment that requests a subsequent inspection from the state, shall pay the 34 
department a fee of up to $250. However, this subdivision does not mean that a local 35 
environmental compliance inspector is responsible for a subsequent inspection on the basis of a 36 
complaint from a member of the public. To clarify, these inspections already occur, so no extra 37 
funding is needed. 38 

Section VI. This Bill shall go into effect on June 30th, 2018 upon the signature of the Youth 39 
Governor of the State of Illinois. 40 
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STATE OF ILLINOIS 

Sixty-Ninth Session 
Illinois Youth Legislature 

Introduced by: Referred to Committee: Gray 3 

Senate Sponsor: Gabriella Gramigna 

House Sponsor: Madeleine Chew 

Co-Sponsors: Neha Narayan, Layla Aldaas 

Delegation:  Naperville North High School 

A BILL 
For an Act amending Chapter 820 Section 191 of the Illinois Compiled Statutes, relating to Family 
and Medical Leave. 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE YMCA YOUTH LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ILLINOIS. 

Section I. This Bill will modify the Federal Family and Medical Leave Act (FMLA) in the state of 1 
Illinois, improving it into the Illinois Family Rights Act (IFRA) This will account for the birth/adoption 2 
of a child/placement of a foster child, serious health condition of a spouse, child or parent and an 3 
employee’s own serious health condition. 4 

Section II. Employees will only become eligible for this compensation under the current FMLA 5 
guidelines. These parameters state that employees must have worked for an employer for at least 6 
one year, have at least 1,250 hours of service to said employer in the previous 12 months, and 7 
worked at a location where the employer has at least 50 employees within a 75 miles. In addition 8 
to these parameters, IFRA with require that an employee is salaried and works for a company with 9 
at least 100 persons. 10 

Section III. If an employee decides to take leave they must provide outside proof supporting their 11 
reason for leave as well as plan for how they will take said leave. On leave, an employee will receive 12 
a minimum of 50% of their regular weekly salary. This compensation will be provided for 6 weeks 13 
out of the 12 week leave currently required by the National Family and Medical Leave Act. The leave 14 
will reset on a yearly cycle, as long as the employee has worked at least 1,250 hours over the 15 
preceding 12 month period. Employees cannot waive, nor may employers induce employees to 16 
waive, their right for leave.  17 

Section IV. If an employee’s rights are violated they can make a complaint with the Illinois 18 
Department of Labor (IDOL) who will be the enforcing agency. If proven by IDOL, the employers 19 
must give the said employee(s) the pay they would have been rewarded with Illinois Family Rights 20 
Act. As well as a fine paid to the state that will increase with each violation.  21 

Section V. This Bill shall go into effect on January 3, 2019 upon the signature of the Youth 22 
Governor of the State of Illinois. 23 
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STATE OF ILLINOIS 

Sixty-Ninth Session 
Illinois Youth Legislature 

 
Introduced by: Referred to Committee: Gray 3 

Senate Sponsor: Demetri Kladis 

House Sponsor: Kyle Madura 

Co-Sponsors:  Faris Ziyad, Zubair Syed 

Delegation:  Stagg High School 
 

A BILL 

For an Act amending Chapter 30, Section 105 of the Illinois Compiled Statutes, relating to Illinois 
Finance. 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE YMCA YOUTH LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ILLINOIS.

Section I. This bill will begin the process of fiscal responsibility by slashing the 2 budget of the 1 
Illinois Department of Commerce and Economic Opportunity down to 10%, or $100,000. The funds 2 
will be directed to the state pensions. 3 

Section II. This bill will also require new state workers hired on or after July 1st, 2018 to move over 4 
to 401k-style plans. Any state member hired prior to this date will have the option to move over as 5 
well. 6 

Section III. Under this plan, state workers will be required to put in 8% of their paychecks into their 7 
pension, with the state matching it. For workers on social security, the percentage is 3% for both 8 
parties. If a worker does not put in the funds, then they will not be matched. State workers will 9 
receive these benefits once they turn the age of 65, and will be able to set up their plans with the 10 
Illinois Comptroller's office. 11 

Section IV. In addition, the limit of money an Illinois business can crowdfund will be removed. 12 

Section V. This Bill shall go into effect on July 1st, 2018 upon the signature of the Youth Governor 13 
of the State of Illinois.14 
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Introduced by: Referred to Committee: Gray 3 

Senate Sponsor: Lagan Mongia 

House Sponsor: Kevin Cong 

Co-Sponsors: Huzefa Tawawalla, Shiven Gupta 

Delegation: Waubonsie Valley High School 

A BILL 

For an Act amending 105 ILCS 433, of the Illinois compiled statutes Legislature, relating to 
Vocational Schools. 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE YMCA YOUTH LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ILLINOIS.

Section I. The Association for Career and Technical Education will mandate the creation of 1 
vocational schools for juvenile criminals in the cities of East St. Louis, Rockford, and Peoria in the 2 
state of Illinois. Juvenile criminals are individuals under the age of 18 who commits acts that 3 
otherwise would be charged as crimes if they were adults. They will be eligible once their sentences 4 
have concluded. 5 

Section II. Private corporations will fund this bill, as many are in search for workers involved with 6 
manual labor. The Western Union Foundation will aid in the funding process by providing generous 7 
amounts of money in support of this bill. 8 

Section III. In order to be considered for admittance into a vocational school, the adolescent must 9 
be at least 15 years old and must complete all paperwork, ranging from fees, student health, and 10 
emergencies to other factors in order to ensure the safety of the student. Those that are eligible for 11 
this program will be sent a program and application form via mail. 12 

Section IV. The scrutinization of the economic status of the family and a criminal background check 13 
will be executed to determine the scholarship the adolescent will receive during the course of their 14 
time at the schools. This will ensure that poor economic backgrounds are not an obstacle for kids to 15 
be admitted into the schools. 16 

Section V. This Bill shall go into effect on January 1st, 2019, upon the signature of the Youth 17 
Governor of the State of Illinois. 18 
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Introduced by: Referred to Committee: Gray 3 

Senate Sponsor: Varun Sarathy 

House Sponsor: Amogh Balineni 

Co-Sponsors: Nikhil Basu, Amogh Prasad 

Delegation:  Metea Valley  

 

A BILL 
For an Act amending 775 ILCS 5/2-105(A), of the Illinois Compiled Statutes, concerning the 
application process of publically run universities. 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE YMCA YOUTH LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ILLINOIS. 

Section I. The state of Illinois shall mandate a set of requirements that each public university or 1 
college in the state must follow. 2 

Section II. The elements that shall not affect an applicant’s admission opportunities are as follows: 3 
race and/or ethnicity, quantity of financial need, and legacy status. 4 

Section III. As per the regulations listed above, all public higher-educational institutions within the 5 
state of Illinois shall adopt need-blind admissions. 6 

Section IV. The Illinois state government shall be granted the right to oversee individual university 7 
compliance with the bill regulations. The overseer shall be the county judicial system of the 8 
institution in question. 9 

Section V. Failure to follow the regulations of the law shall result in restrictions in funding at the 10 
discretion of the state judicial system. 11 

Section VI. This Bill shall go into effect on June 30th, 2018 upon the signature of the Youth 12 
Governor of the State of Illinois. 13 
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Introduced by: Referred to Committee: Gray 4 

Senate Sponsor: Pravir Kothakonda 

House Sponsor: Jeremy Cheng 

Co-Sponsors: JJ Kim, Shreyaa Khanna 

Delegation:  Waubonsie Valley High School 

A BILL 
For an Act VI of Chapter 11, of the Illinois Compiled Statutes, relating to moving vehicle tickets. 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE YMCA YOUTH LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ILLINOIS.

Section I. This bill will provide the option to curtail ticket fines for petty charges within Chapter 11 1 
of the Illinois Vehicle Code and base the fine upon household income. This will be a mail in option 2 
that is printed on the ticket itself, therefore no court appearance is required. No funding for this 3 
bill is required.  4 

Section II. There will be 4 “brackets” which will determine how much one pays for these tickets: $0-5 
$30,000, $30,000-$70,000, $70,000-$150,000, and $150,000 and up. 6 

Section III. The $0-$30,000 income bracket will pay 60% of their respective ticket fine; $30,000-7 
$70,000 income bracket will pay 70% of their respective ticket fine; $70,000-$150,000 will pay 8 
80% of their respective ticket fine; $150,000 and up will pay 90% of their respective ticket. 9 

Section IV.  Along with the option to take the percent discount, the driving offender will have to 10 
take a mandatory online driving school. This will be a single state-approved driving school, Safety 11 
Serve, which cooperates with this bill. Those eligible are those who have not received a Vehicle 12 
Code 11 charge in the past 12 months of receiving the ticket and over the age of 18. 13 

Section V.  Little to no revenue from the government will be lost as the online driving school will 14 
offer the government compensation. This will be in return for the exclusive redirection of traffic 15 
violators towards their program. With their fee of 90 dollars they will allocate 15 dollars of that, as 16 
they already do in some counties, towards their compensation to the state government. 17 

Section VI.  If one is to opt for this and receives another ticket in the 12 months following the 18 
reception of the original ticket and found guilty, they must pay the remaining fine of the previous 19 
ticket in addition to their current fines. 20 

Section VII. This Bill shall go into effect on August 23, 2018 upon the signature of the Youth 21 
Governor of the State of Illinois. 22 
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Introduced by: Referred to Committee: Gray 4 

Senate Sponsor: Taylor Longhitano 

House Sponsor: Maddie McNab 

Co-Sponsors: Yash Mazumdar, Ashwin Rajnish 

Delegation:  Naperville Central High School 

A BILL 
For an Act Amending Chapter 105, Section 122 of Article 35, of the IllinoisCompiled Statutes, 
relating to class size for public elementary schools. 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE YMCA YOUTH LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ILLINOIS. 

Section I. A component of funding for public elementary schools will be having cap on class sizes in 1 
kindergarten through fifth grade.  2 

Section II. Funding will be determined by the Illinois State Board of Education annually. Schools that 3 
have class sizes in all classes for kindergarten through fifth grade of 24 students or less will 4 
receive funding incentives for 100 percent compliance. The Illinois State Board of Education in 5 
partnership with the Regional Office of Education is responsible for regulating the terms of this bill. 6 
A school choosing not to meet the standards set forth by this bill will not receive the funding 7 
incentive, but will not be penalized.  8 

Section III. The use of portable classrooms is permitted in order to create additional classroom 9 
space. Hiring a second certified teacher in a classroom of more than 24 students is also permitted 10 
if classroom space is not available. 11 

Section IV. In the case of two certified teachers in a classroom, the maximum number of students 12 
permitted to receive funding incentives is 35. When there is one certified teacher and one teacher’s 13 
aide in a classroom, the maximum number of students to receive funding incentives is 28. For each 14 
teacher or aide who is not present in class on a given day, there must be a substitute teacher 15 
present in their place.  16 

Section V. This Bill shall go into effect on August 1, 2020 upon the signature of the Youth 17 
Governor of the State of Illinois. 18 
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Introduced by: Referred to Committee: Gray 4 

Senate Sponsor: Madhav Gampala  

House Sponsor: Kevin O’Gorman  

Co-Sponsors: Bryce Modglin, Josh Bayless  

Delegation:  Bradley-Bourbonnais Community High School  

A BILL 
For an Act creating Chapter 1, Sections 1-5, of the Illinois Compiled Statutes, relating to 
department funding.  

BE IT ENACTED BY THE YMCA YOUTH LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ILLINOIS. 

Section I. This bill seeks to appropriate $100 million in funding to the Illinois Department of Natural 1 
Resources in order to alleviate debts.   2 

Section II. Organizations found not complying with increases in tax will be subject to suspension of 3 
any licenses to serve and sell alcohol or operate video gaming machines, as administered by the 4 
Illinois Gaming Board and Illinois Liquor Control Commission 5 

Section III. The levying of these taxes will be enforced by the Illinois Gaming Board and Illinois 6 
Liquor Control Commission. 7 

Section IV. Funding from the bill will come from an amendment to the Illinois Video Gaming Act, 8 
Chapter 5, Section 60, raising the state tax on NIT income from Video Gaming 5% as well as 9 
amending the Liquor Control Act of 1934, Chapter 8, Section 8, raising the tax on spirits an 10 
additional 1%. 11 

Section V. All revenue gained from these tax increases will be appropriated to the Illinois 12 
Department of Natural Resources. Fifty percent of all funds will be used by the Department for 13 
construction and maintenance of State owned, leased, and managed sites Fifty percent of all funds 14 
raised shall be used by the Department for normal operations. 15 

Section V. This Bill shall go into effect on July 4th, 2018 upon the signature of the Youth Governor 16 
of the State of Illinois. 17 
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Senate Sponsor: Jackie Cunningham 

House Sponsor: Mackenzie Welsh 

Co-Sponsors: Gianna Lemus  

Delegation:  Andrew 

 

A BILL 
For an Act to amend Chapter 105 Section 65, of the Illinois Compiled Statutes, relating to 
Education. 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE YMCA YOUTH LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ILLINOIS. 

Section I. This bill will create a mandate that all high school students attending an Illinois public 1 
high school to complete 24 hours of community service in order to receive a diploma from such 2 
school. 3 

Section II. Under this bill, students must additionally complete a reflection form and turn community 4 
service hours into the school assigned office or individual. 5 

Section III. Districts are able to choose the most fitting individual to collect and approve the hours, 6 
which include, but are not limited to, a community service office, guidance counselors, deans, or 7 
registrars. 8 

Section IV. Transfer students from outside of state or transfers from private/homeschooling 9 
enrollments must complete 3 hours per semester they have left remaining until graduation. 10 

Section V. The Illinois State Board of Education will not recognize diplomas awarded to students 11 
not meeting the mandated criteria, until such criteria are met. 12 

Section VI. This Bill shall go into effect on July 1, 2018 upon the signature of the Youth Governor 13 
of the State of Illinois. 14 
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Introduced by:  Referred to Committee: Gray 5 

Senate Sponsor: Joseph Malter 

House Sponsor: Zuzanna Kubiszewska 

Co-Sponsors: Joshua Burg, Jacob Shapiro 

Delegation:  Adlai E. Stevenson High School 

 

A BILL 
For an Act amending Section 105, Article 1E of the Illinois Public Act 0480, relating to the 
installment of naloxone in educational, state facilities. 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE YMCA YOUTH LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ILLINOIS. 

Section I. Mandating the installment of naloxone in public, educational facilities such as schools, 1 
universities, libraries to aid the prevention of opioid overdoses. 2 

Section II. Funding for this Bill will be collected from a 15% (0.03 cents) increase on the sin tax on 3 
cigarettes, alcohol, and all tobacco related products.  4 

Section III. Schools and universities must have one dose of non-expired naloxone product at a 5 
minimum, per every 400 students present on campus an additional naloxone product must be 6 
added. 7 

Section IV. This Bill shall go into effect on May 1, 2018 upon the signature of the Youth Governor 8 
of the State of Illinois. 9 
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Senate Sponsor: Hailey Palubicki 

House Sponsor: Fatema Peshawarwala 

Co-Sponsors:  

Delegation:  Naperville Central High School 

A BILL 
For an Act Chapter 405, Section 49, of the Illinois Compiled Statutes, relating to Children's Mental 
Health Act of 2003. 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE YMCA YOUTH LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ILLINOIS. 

Section I. This would allow students to receive a free mental health screening and diagnosis 1 
through the school provided psychiatrist without the consent of the minors parent or guardian. 2 

Section II. Minors will be able to receive a mental health screening upon request once they are 3 
above the age of 14 without a parent or guardian's consent. The screenings will be given by school 4 
district provided psychiatrists. In order to receive a meeting with the psychiatrist the student must 5 
make an appointment for the mental health screening through their school guidance counselor. All 6 
of the information of the screening will be confidential, unless the child is at serious risk to 7 
themselves or others. Risk may include any and all possible harm the student may create for 8 
themselves or others because of their mental health state. The information may also be shared with 9 
the minor’s parents if requested by the minor for the psychiatrist to proceed as such. Prior to the 10 
screening the student requesting to be seen must sign a consent form. The creation of the consent 11 
form will be left to each school district to make and have on record for further reference if 12 
necessary. 13 

Section III. All of the costs that this bill will bring will be funded through the school. Prior funding 14 
has already been given to school districts to perform mental health screenings through school 15 
district provided psychiatrists. Introduction of this screening and the importance of mental health 16 
will be discussed with the students by the school. The decision to participate is up to the students, 17 
and no pressure will be put on the students to participate in a screening. All results will be kept 18 
private between student and psychiatrist. If a psychiatrist does not keep information confidential, 19 
they will deal with same penalty of malpractice and invasion of privacy, as any other patient-20 
doctor-confidentiality case, enforced by HIPAA.  21 

Section IV. This Bill shall go into effect on August 1, 2018 upon the signature of the Youth 22 
Governor of the State of Illinois. 23 
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Introduced by: Referred to Committee: Gray 5 

Senate Sponsor: Alya Gupta 

House Sponsor: David Chen 

Co-Sponsors: Ruchi Gavankar,  Trupti Sadigale 

Delegation:  Waubonsie Valley High School 

A BILL 

 

For an Act amending chapter 110, section 205, of the Illinois Compiled Statutes relating to the 
responsibilities of the Higher Board of Education and applications of students.   

BE IT ENACTED BY THE YMCA YOUTH LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ILLINOIS.

Section I. This bill may be cited as the “Meritocracy University Act”. 1 

Section II. This bill will require all public universities to directly admit a student in their facility if 2 
the student graduated in the top ten percent in their public school district or private school 3 
institution in Illinois. 4 

Section III. The top ten percent of students will be determined by a combination of the student’s 5 
GPA and standardized test scores. 6 

Section IV. Data regarding the top ten percent of students will be taken from each school district or 7 
private institutions’ student database. 8 

Section V. Directly admitted students have to pay for their enrollment like other students. The only 9 
guarantee is their admittance to the public college of their choice. Scholarships and other financial 10 
fund programs are still applicable to top ten percent students. 11 

Section VI. The remaining ninety percent of students can still apply to any college of their choice. 12 
Admission for the remaining ninety percent of students will be based on their extracurriculars, 13 
academic record, region of residence, and personal interviews. 14 

Section VII. Every public college will reserve thirty percent of their admission spots to top ten 15 
percent applicants. Top ten percent students who miss the cut off for the college of their choice 16 
are able to apply to other public colleges. If they still desire to go to their desired college, they will 17 
be considered as a general applicant rather than a direct applicant. 18 
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Section VIII. Every public college must send a report of their admissions to the Illinois Higher Board 19 
of Education after each application season. 20 

Section IX. The Illinois Higher Board of Education will be in charge of overlooking public college 21 
admissions to make sure top ten percent students are being directly applied. 22 

Section X. The Illinois Higher Board of Education will determine penalties regarding public 23 
universities who fail to admit top ten percent students. 24 

Section XI. Direct admittance programs that exist in a college’s system regarding the program for 25 
direct entrance into a path towards a graduate school do not apply to the direct admittance of the 26 
top ten percent. Top ten percent students and the remaining applicants all have to meet the 27 
requirements for a masters program. 28 

Section XII. Top ten percent students are not forced to accept direct admittance to Illinois public 29 
colleges. They are still able to apply to other out of state universities along with their applications 30 
to Illinois public colleges. 31 

Section XIII. A public college may recommend supplementary classes to top ten percent students if 32 
they believe it will aid their success as a student prior to beginning college. 33 

Section XIV. This bill shall go into effect on June 1st, 2019, upon the signature of the Youth 34 
Governor of the state of Illinois. 35 
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Introduced by: Referred to Committee: Gray 6 

Senate Sponsor: Kavya Vedurmudi  

House Sponsor: Kevin Sciacktano  

Co-Sponsors: Andrew Prozorovsky 

Delegation: Neuqua Valley High School 

A BILL 

For an Act creating Chapter 10, Section 5, Article 31, of the Illinois Compiled Statutes, relating to 
election code. 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE YMCA YOUTH LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ILLINOIS.

Section I. The election code is amended by adding Article 31 entitled “Empowered Voting Ballot.” 1 
The code is amended as follows. 2 

Section II. General Elections for the Governor of Illinois with his or her Lieutenant Governor, 3 
Attorney General, Secretary of State, Comptroller, and Treasurer shall be elected by elections with 4 
ranked choice ballots. In addition, presidential candidates in general elections will be subject to a 5 
ranked choice system. 6 

Section III. A ranked choice ballot will allow a voter to rank up to three of the candidates in order of 7 
preference by using the rankings “1,” “2,” and “3.” Regardless of the method of voting, whether it be 8 
electronic or paper, ranked choice voting will be offered. 9 

Section IV. The tallying of ranked choice ballots will consist of “rounds,” similar to automatic 10 
runoffs. 11 

Section V. Every round, the candidate with the lowest number of votes will be eliminated and voters 12 
who placed that candidate at a higher priority will have that priority vote disregarded and their next 13 
priority considered. Once two candidates remain, the candidate with a majority (over 50% of the 14 
electorate) wins that seat of government. 15 

Section VI. The process of tallying and running rounds is the duty of existing election judges. The 16 
State Board of Elections has the responsibility to educate Election Judges on this new procedure and 17 
enforce compliance. The State Board of Elections has the ability to dismiss Election Judges who do 18 
not comply with the provisions of this bill. 19 
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Section VII. An added 1% sin tax will be added to cigarettes, discouraging smoking while generating 20 
large amounts of money for the state, some of which will be allocated for these new election 21 
provisions should they be needed. 22 

Section VIII. This Bill shall go into effect on June 1, 2018 upon the signature of the Youth Governor 23 
of the State of Illinois. 24 
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Introduced by: Referred to Committee: Gray 6 

Senate Sponsor: Melissa Sanchez 

House Sponsor: Alan Krolikowski 

Co-Sponsors:       

Delegation:  Shepard High School 
 

A BILL 

For an Act creating Chapter 105 ILCS 86/1, of the Illinois Compiled Statutes, relating to mandatory 
music education in school, classes K-8. 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE YMCA YOUTH LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ILLINOIS. 

Section I. All public schools must install a music education program, if a music education program 1 
has not been previously installed at that school. 2 

Section II. Music education classes will be mandatory for all students of public schools, 3 
kindergarten through eighth grade, in the state of Illinois. Students already enrolled in a music class 4 
(band, choir, orchestra) will meet the requirement. The curriculum for the music course will be 5 
created by local district curriculum teams, using the Illinois Learning Standards set by the Illinois 6 
State Board of Education. 7 

Section III. All educators of the required music classes will meet the standards set by the State 8 
Board of Education. Their salary will follow the same salary schedule as the rest of the certified 9 
staff in the district. 10 

Section IV. Funding for the program will be covered by a 7% increase in sales tax on cigarettes and 11 
cigars. 12 

Section V. Districts or schools that fail to meet this requirement will be put on probation for one 13 
school year, in which they will be expected to put the program in place for the following year. If the 14 
district or school still fails to meet the requirement, state funding may be cut. 15 

Section IV. This Bill shall go into effect on the 1st of January, 2019 upon the signature of the Youth 16 
Governor of the State of Illinois. 17 
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Senate Sponsor: Nick Thompson 

House Sponsor: Will Buettner 

Co-Sponsors: Madison Smith, Max Walts 

Delegation:  Naperville Central High School  
 

A BILL 
For an Act creating Chapter 105, Section 303 of the Illinois Compiled Statutes, relating to teaching 
self defense in public high schools. 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE YMCA YOUTH LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ILLINOIS. 

Section I. This bill will incentivize public institutions of secondary education to enroll students in 1 
and teach self defense classes as physical education.  2 

Section II. This class must contain multiple units on various forms of self defense and varying 3 
situations in which it may be needed. The units included in this course necessary for institutions to 4 
be eligible for state incentives shall include, but are not limited to: physical self defense, including 5 
striking, kicking, firearm safety, escape holds, and round defense; and mental self defense, including 6 
positive self talk, peer relationships, and information on healthy and unhealthy relationships, sexual 7 
assault, rape, dating violence, and bullying. 8 

Section III. The instructors will have to be certified in self defense by the State of Illinois. The 9 
certification of teachers will follow the same process as CPR certification. Community law 10 
enforcement officers will be able to help with firearms safety being that they are already trained in 11 
the field. Enforcement of this bill will go through the Department of Education through the Regional 12 
Office of Education.  13 

Section IV. For schools to receive their extra funding from the State of Illinois relating to this bill, 14 
instructors will need to be recertified every ten years.  15 

Section V. The funding necessary for this bill will come from a percentage of the money gained by 16 
the State of Illinois from seized property. Seized property can be defined as any property relating 17 
to the perpetration of a crime taken by law enforcement agencies in the State. Money from seized 18 
property will be used only to pay for the training and certification of instructors. The State of 19 
Illinois will provide the necessary amount of money to certify one male and one female instructor  20 
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from each public high school in the State. If a school wishes to certify more than one male and one 21 
female instructor, the school will be responsible for the resulting fees.  22 

Section VI. The incentivization for this bill will come from a 50% increase in the fines for Class A 23 
Felonies, Class B Felonies, and Class A Misdemeanors. Class A Felonies may be fined up to $37,500, 24 
Class B Felonies may be fined up to $37,500, and Class A Misdemeanors may be fined up to 25 
$3,750. Starting in February 2021 and continuing annually, the total of this extra money raised 26 
from the increase in fines will be distributed to the schools which have met the requirements 27 
outlined in Sections II, III, and IV. To divide the incentivization money, the formula 28 
y=(12,500a+12,500b+1,250c)/x, wherein y equals the amount of money given to each school, a 29 
equals the number of Class A Felonies committed, b equals the number of Class B Felonies 30 
committed, c equals the number of Class A Misdemeanors committed, and x equals the number of 31 
schools adhering to the requirements will be used.   32 

Section VII. Schools shall not be penalized for not adhering to this bill. Rather, public senior high 33 
schools will be incentivized for the enrollment of students in self defense classes. As stated in 34 
Section III, the funding for this bill will come from the fines of those charged with Class A & B 35 
Felonies and Class A Misdemeanors.   36 

Section VIII. This bill will go into effect January 1, 2020.  37 
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Introduced by: Referred to Committee: Gray 6 

Senate Sponsor: Elijah Garcia 

House Sponsor: Brittany Morey 

Co-Sponsors:  

Delegation:  Warren Township 
 

A BILL 
For an Act amending 775 ILCS 5/1-103-E-G and 775 ILCS 5/1-103 O-Q, of the Illinois Compiled 
Statutes relating to making non-binary a third gender in Illinois. 
BE IT ENACTED BY THE YMCA YOUTH LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ILLINOIS. 
 

Section I. Nonbinary refers to any gender that is not exclusively male or female. 1 

Section II. This act will allow people who identify themselves as a non-binary to change their gender 2 
on their birth certificate, ids and passport. They will also be able to change any license they have. 3 
These licenses will be stated in section III and IV. 4 

Section III. These licenses explained in this section are for every day. Class D license which is the 5 
most common licenses. This allows you to operate regular passenger cars and trucks. Motorcycle 6 
License, Class M, which covers the requirements of getting a motorcycle license or Class M 7 
endorsement.  8 

Section IV. These licenses explained in this section are used for the recreational use. Recreational 9 
is defined as relating to or denoting activity done for enjoyment when one is not working. This 10 
would include atving, hunting, snowmobiling, and watercrafts. 11 

Section V. For the license, state issued ids and passport, they will be able to get a new or renewed 12 
with the correct gender. This process is explained in section VI.  13 

Section VI. For the process, they would have to submit new document for the following things 14 
describe in section III and IV with their correct gender.  15 

Section VII. All employment establishments and colleges must include female, male and other on 16 
their applications under the gender section. 17 

Section VIII. Regarding medical, changing the gender to non-binary wouldn’t cause any problems. 18 
Medical staff are trained to assess treatment based on the person’s physiology, not what gender is 19 
on the license. Regarding enforcements, there are no true enforcements to the agencies. 20 

Section IV. This Bill shall go into effect on August 1st, 2018 upon the signature of the Youth 21 
Governor of the State of Illinois 22 
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STATE OF ILLINOIS 

Sixty-Ninth Session 
Illinois Youth Legislature 

Introduced by: Referred to Committee: Gray 4 

Senate Sponsor: Gabriella Trespalacios 

House Sponsor: Jennifer Ashley 

Co-Sponsors: Madeleine Chan 

Delegation:  Naperville Central High School 
 

A BILL 
For an Act amending Chapter 38, Section 12-10, of the Illinois Compiled Statutes, relating to 
tattoos; age restrictions.   

BE IT ENACTED BY THE YMCA YOUTH LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ILLINOIS. 

Section I. This bill seeks to lower the age of being able to purchase a tattoo from the age of 1 
eighteen to seventeen years of age.  As previously stated in Section 12-10, tattooing of a minor, 2 
any person, other than a person licensed to practice medicine in all its branches, who tattoos or 3 
offers to tattoo a person under the age of 17 or at the age of 17 without parental consent is guilty 4 
of a Class A misdemeanor, as defined by 730 ILCS 5/5-4.5-55. 5 

Section II. This will be enforced by Department of Public Health and certified Local Health 6 
Departments through their already established budgets, as this bill will not need any increases in 7 
current funding. 8 

Section III. As used in this bill and in Section 12-10 tattooing of a minor, to “tattoo” means to 9 
insert pigment under the surface of the skin of a human being, by pricking with a needle or 10 
otherwise, so as to produce an indelible mark or figure visible through the skin. 11 

Section IV. Minors at the age of 17 may receive a tattoo but must have a parent’s or legal 12 
guardian’s consent before receiving a tattoo. 13 

Section V. Consent of a parent or legal guardian is valid only with the parent or legal guardian 14 
present, the written consent form signed by the parent or legal guardian, and verification of 15 
relationship through the use of a birth certificate or a valid photo ID, such as a state-issued ID, 16 
driver’s license, or passport. 17 

Section VI. The written consent form signed by the parent or legal guardian must contain a 18 
provision in substantially the following form: 19 

“I, [insert name], the parent/legal guardian of [insert name], give consent for my son/daughter to 20 
receive a tattoo. I understand that tattoos are permanent once done, and that this is my own 21 
choice to give permission on behalf of my son/daughter. I understand the risks of getting a tattoo 22 
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include allergic reactions, skin infections, other serious skin complications, and possible MRI 23 
complications.” 24 

Section VII. All other forms and procedures are still included during the tattooing process, with the 25 
previously mentioned form added. 26 

Section VIII, This Bill shall go into effect on January 1st, 2019 upon the signature of the Youth 27 
Governor of the State of Illinois. 28 
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STATE OF ILLINOIS 

Sixty-Ninth Session 
Illinois Youth Legislature 

 

Introduced by: Referred to Committee: Gray 7 

Senate Sponsor: Dayanna Culpepper 

House Sponsor: Alana Born 

Co-Sponsors:  

Delegation:  Shepard 
 

A BILL 
For an Act amending Chapter 122 Section 35, of the Illinois Compiled Statutes, relating to 
employees who regularly receive tips and the minimum wage. 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE YMCA YOUTH LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ILLINOIS. 

Section I.  All employers must pay employees minimum wage, regardless of whether tips are 1 
customarily received. 2 

Section II. “Tips” or “gratuities” are defined as monetary contributions given to an employee from a 3 
customer for services rendered. 4 

Section III. Employers cannot count tips or gratuities toward the minimum wage requirement. 5 

Section IV. This bill will be enforced by the Illinois Department of Labor, and will not need any 6 
additional funding to be implemented. 7 

Section VI. Failure to comply with the law will result in a fine based off of the size of the 8 
establishment. For each documented instance of wage fraud, there will be a fine of $1500 per 9 
employee working at a business establishment where tip workers do not earn minimum wage. After 10 
three documented instances of wage fraud, an establishment will lose its business license. 11 

Section VII. This Bill shall go into effect on January 1, 2019 upon the signature of the Youth 12 
Governor of the State of Illinois. 13 
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STATE OF ILLINOIS 

Sixty-Ninth Session 
Illinois Youth Legislature 

 

Introduced by: Referred to Committee: Gray 7 

Senate Sponsor: Anuva Shandilya  

House Sponsor: Nisha Suresh  

Co-Sponsors: Amy Worley 

Delegation: Neuqua Valley High School 

A BILL 
 
For an Act creating chapter 10, section 5, of the Illinois Compiled Statutes relating to Article 31. 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE YMCA YOUTH LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ILLINOIS.

Section I. This bill will establish a system of mandatory, spontaneous drug testing for all foster 1 
parents in the state of Illinois in order to initiate preventative measures to combat potential child 2 
abuse. 3 

Section II. After three unsuccessful testing attempts, the foster parent will be responsible for 4 
attending a mandatory meeting with a Illinois Department of Children and Family Services (DCFS) 5 
agent. If a foster parent is found to be under the influence of illicit substances, or have a blood 6 
alcohol concentration above .08 percent, the consequences will be determined on a case by case 7 
basis and are under the jurisdiction of DCFS. 8 

Section III. A current employee of the DCFS will conduct the drug test using a urine sample. This 9 
employee will be a certified health professional. The date and time of these tests will not be 10 
announced beforehand. If the parent is unavailable, then the employee will return at another random 11 
day and time two more times before a meeting will be required. 12 

Section IV. In order to fund the equipment, materials, transportation, and other extraneous costs, 13 
the Illinois Department of Revenue will enforce an additional tax on cigarettes. The tax on cigarettes 14 
will increase from $11.50 to $11.55, which would raise the annual revenue gained from cigarette 15 
taxes in the state of Illinois from approximately $807,000,000 to approximately $810,500,000. 16 
This leaves about $3,000,000 for all expenses. 17 

Section V. This Bill shall go into effect on June 1, 2018 upon the signature of the Youth Governor 18 
of the State of Illinois. 19 
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ILLINOIS YMCA YOUTH AND GOVERNMENT  
SPRINGFIELD ASSEMBLY 

 
 

PRAYER FOR THE GRAY SENATE 

 

"Gracious and merciful God, we give You thanks for giving us 
another day. 

In this Chamber, where the people's Assembly gathers, we 
pause to offer You gratitude for the gift of this good land on 
which we live and for this great Nation which You have 
inspired in developing over so many years. Continue to inspire 
the American people that, through the difficulties of these 
days, we might keep liberty and justice alive in our Nation and 
in the world. 

Give to us and all people a vivid sense of Your presence that 
we may learn to understand each other, to respect each other, 
to work with each other, to live with each other, and to do 
good to each other. So shall we make our Nation great in 
goodness and good in its greatness. 

May all that is done this day be for Your greater honor and 
glory. Amen.” 

 

 

 

 

Moses Rahman 
Chaplain
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STATE OF ILLINOIS 

Sixty-Ninth Session 
Illinois Youth Legislature 

Introduced by: Referred to Committee: Gray 1 

Senate Sponsor: Daniel Russo 

House Sponsor: Mike Kazanecki 

Co-Sponsors:  Darren Hall, Mike Kaufmann 

Delegation:  Amos Alonzo Stagg 

 

A BILL 

For a new Act into Chapter 625 of the Illinois Compiled Statutes, relating to a curfew for senior 
citizens. 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE YMCA YOUTH LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ILLINOIS.

Section I. This Bill will place a curfew over senior citizens to not be allowed to past dusk.  1 

Section II. Senior citizens who will not be able to drive during the Curfew include, citizens with a 2 
driver's license 80 years or older. This bill will also affect citizens older than 75 years of age with a 3 
any public driving offense.  4 

Section III. Anyone over the age of 80 with public driving citations will receive a $100 fine for the 5 
first offense and will go up by $100 after every other offense. This will continue until after the 3rd 6 
offense, after that the offender will receive jail time up to 5 years. 7 

Section IV. Driving citations include but are not limited to speeding, reckless driving, DUI, car 8 
accidents that the offender initiated, or any major traffic violation. 9 

Section V. This Bill shall go into effect on January 1st, 2019 upon the signature of the Youth 10 
Governor of the State of Illinois. 11 
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STATE OF ILLINOIS 

Sixty-Ninth Session 
Illinois Youth Legislature 

Introduced by:       Referred to Committee: Gray 1 

Senate Sponsor: Moises Reynaga 

House Sponsor: Bryan Peters 

Delegation:  Addison Trail High School 

A BILL 

For an Act amending Chapter 50 ILCS 750, of the Illinois Compiled Statutes, relating to Emergency 
Telephone System Act. 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE YMCA YOUTH LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ILLINOIS.

Section I. The current surcharge for emergency calls will hereby be null and void. 1 

Section II. A $1.00 maximum surcharge will be implemented instead, across all of Illinois. 2 

Section III. By instituting the $1.00 surcharge we will ensure that residents of Illinois will not be 3 
hesitant to dial 9-1-1 emergency services due to fear of unfair taxes. 4 

Section IV. A 1% Sin Tax will be instituted on all sales of tobacco products and alcohol to fund 5 
Emergency Services. 6 

Section V. This Bill shall go into effect on March 30th, 2018 upon the signature of the Youth 7 
Governor of the State of Illinois. 8 
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STATE OF ILLINOIS 

Sixty-Ninth Session 
Illinois Youth Legislature 

Introduced by: Referred to Committee: Gray 1 

Senate Sponsor: Cullen Walwer 

House Sponsor: Isha Sharma 

Co-Sponsors: Indraneel Pai, Michelle Wang 

Delegation: Neuqua Valley High School 

A BILL 

For an Act amending Chapter 85, Section 1, Act 50 of the Illinois Compiled Statutes, relating to 
revising law enforcement training programs. 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE YMCA YOUTH LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ILLINOIS.

Section I. This act standardizes law enforcement training and increases the frequency of certain in-1 
service training requirements. 2 

Section II. Annual training will be expanded to include 15 hours of firearm training and 10 hours of 3 
use of force training. In addition, the mandatory in-service training requirements regarding 4 
constitutional and proper use of law enforcement authority, procedural justice, civil rights, human 5 
rights, and cultural competency shall be completed every year, at minimum, by police officers. 6 

Section III. Law enforcement training programs will be overseen by the Illinois Law Enforcement 7 
Training Standards Board. 8 

Section IV. Law enforcement training programs will be funded by the Illinois Law Enforcement 9 
Training Standards Board, which will be allocated an additional 17 million dollars by the state 10 
granted specifically for these training programs. This 17 million dollars shall be generated for the 11 
state by increasing the fines of certain legal offenses, including a 250 dollar increase on all DUI 12 
fines, and a 50 dollar minimum on all misdemeanors reserved specifically for illinois law 13 
enforcement training. 14 

Section V. Failure to abide by this bill will result in a temporary budget suspension of a police 15 
department and possible firing of a police officer, left to the discretion of the Illinois Law 16 
Enforcement Training Standards Board. 17 

Section VI. This bill will go into effect on July 1st, 2018 upon the signature of the Illinois Youth 18 
Governor.19 
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STATE OF ILLINOIS 

Sixty-Ninth Session 
Illinois Youth Legislature 

 

Introduced by: Referred to Committee: Gray 2 

Senate Sponsor: Vishnu Gopikanth 

House Sponsor: Megan Bi 

Co-Sponsors: Raj Mullick, Jenny Cao 

Delegation: Adlai E. Stevenson High School 
 

A BILL 

 
For an Act amending Chapter 105, Section 5, Article 27A of the Illinois Compiled Statutes, relating 
to the regulation of charter schools. 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE YMCA YOUTH LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ILLINOIS.

Section I. This bill will monitor Charter School expenses to prevent fraud and embezzlement by 1 
charter groups, ensure that charter schools provide equal opportunities to underprivileged youth on 2 
a first-priority basis, and create a plan to be used should a charter school suddenly close. It will 3 
also ensure that the quality of education in public schools is not affected by the addition of a 4 
charter school into a district. 5 

Section II. Charter schools shall not be approved to open unless a clear necessity due to 6 
overcrowding is shown and the proposing charter group provides both proof of being a registered 7 
non-profit organization and holding enough qualified teachers to remain open for a period of at 8 
least one year. Overcrowding is defined as any school holding an average class size larger than 24 9 
students. 10 

Section III. Every Charter school as defined in Chapter 105 shall be required to publicly disclose an 11 
expense report detailing its usage of all allocated state funding on a yearly basis. This will be 12 
audited by the Illinois State Charter School Commission (SCSC) to determine if any fraud has been 13 
committed. 14 

Section IV. Any school defined as a Charter under Chapter 105 shall be required to enroll all 15 
students below the 50th percentile academically within its respective geographic district before 16 
officially conducting enrollment. 17 

Section V. If any school defined as a Charter under Chapter 105 is under threat of being shut down 18 
while school is in session, it shall be funded and governed under the authority of the local Board of  19 
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Education until the semester has been completed. The Charter’s assets will be liquidated and 20 
absorbed by the local Board of Education in order to fund the resulting public school. 21 

Section VI. All Charter schools shall be required to provide special education programs to students 22 
with learning disabilities within their jurisdiction, without any more funding than that which they 23 
already receive from the state. 24 

Section VII. If a Charter school’s expense report indicates fraud or misallocation of funds, the 25 
Charter group will face according criminal charges and the school will undergo the protocol defined 26 
in Section V. The SCSC will be charged with initiating the Section V protocol as well as legal action 27 
against the charter group. 28 

Section VIII. This Bill shall go into effect on January 1st, 2019 upon the signature of the Youth 29 
Governor of the State of Illinois. 30 
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RII-15 S-G-05 

STATE OF ILLINOIS 
Sixty-Ninth Session 

Illinois Youth Legislature 

 

Introduced by: Referred to Committee: Gray 2 

Senate Sponsor: Lucas Wadley    

House Sponsor: Caden Talbot  

Co-Sponsors: Bryson George, Jack Jasmin    

Delegation:  Bradley-Bourbonnais Community High School  

A BILL 

For an Act creating Chapter 720, Sections 33-A, of the Illinois Compiled Statutes, relating to 
criminal offenses.   

BE IT ENACTED BY THE YMCA YOUTH LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ILLINOIS.

Section I. Within the state boundaries of Illinois the bump fire stock, or anything that increases 1 
base fire rate, will be banned from being bought and sold. This will help lower category 1 (one) 2 
weapons. 3 

Section II. To keep the bump fire stocks off the market, the seller will receive a high fine of 4 
$250,000 and then the seller may receive a felony and 10 years of jail time, as well as the 5 
revocation of store licensure for the distribution of an undocumented accessory. 6 

Section III. The Illinois State Police will be the enforcing agency. The Police Department protects 7 
communities from the illegal use and trafficking of firearms, as well as everything else. They will 8 
collect the fine. 9 

Section IV. Funding from the bill will come from an amendment to the Illinois Video Gaming Act, 10 
Chapter 5, Section 60, raising the state tax on NIT income from Video Gaming 5% as well as 11 
amending the Liquor Control Act of 1934, Chapter 8, Section 8, raising the tax on spirits an 12 
additional 1%. 13 

Section V. The fine money will go to the Illinois State Police. 14 

Section V. This Bill shall go into effect on January 1, 2019 upon the signature of the Youth 15 
Governor of the State of Illinois. 16 
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STATE OF ILLINOIS 

Sixty-Ninth Session 
Illinois Youth Legislature 

Introduced by: Referred to Committee: Gray 2 

Senate Sponsor: Claire Fleming 

House Sponsor: Chloe Marks 

Co-Sponsor:  Calla Mahr 

Delegation:  Wheaton North High School 
A BILL 

For an Act amending Chapter 85, Section 1 of the Illinois Compiled Statutes relating to the 
retraining of police officers.  

BE IT ENACTED BY THE YMCA YOUTH LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ILLINOIS.

Section I. Mandated Police training for response to unique situations, such as domestic violence 1 
and disabled persons, shall be required every 2 years following basis program training. 2 

Section II. There shall be a grace period of four (4) months in which to complete the training after it 3 
is due. During this period the officer may retain an active status with the police force. If training is 4 
not completed after four (4) months, then the officer’s active status is revoked and they shall be on 5 
paid suspension for two (2) additional months. If the training is still incomplete after the two (2) 6 
additional months, then the officer is removed from the department’s payroll, as well as continues 7 
to be suspended. This is to be enforced by the Illinois Law Enforcement Training and Standards 8 
Board, who oversee police training. 9 

Section III. Any offender who allows their status to pend for longer than the additional two (2) 10 
months will have their pay revoked until training is completed. 11 

Section IV. The increase in training will be financed through a combination of  increasing the 12 
membership rate of Northeast Multi-Regional Training from $95 to $115 per officer per year, as 13 
well as increasing NEMRT funding. NEMRT is funded through the Traffic Conviction Surcharge Fund; 14 
we plan to increase this fund by providing a 5% increase in traffic violation ticket price. 15 

Section V. This bill shall go into effect on January 1st, 2019, upon the signature of the Youth 16 
Governor of the State of Illinois. 17 
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STATE OF ILLINOIS 

Sixty-Ninth Session 
Illinois Youth Legislature 

Introduced by: Referred to Committee: Gray 2 

Senate Sponsor: Thomas Hecker 

House Sponsor: Timothy Kraficisin 

Co-Sponsors: Brendan McPartland 

Delegation:  Andrew 
 

A BILL 

For an Act amending Chapter 150 Section10, of the Illinois Compiled Statutes, relating to Lottery 
Winnings. 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE YMCA YOUTH LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ILLINOIS.

Section I. This bill will enact a tax that will be placed on all lottery winnings exceeding or equaling 1 
$300,000 in the State of Illinois, as regulated by the Illinois Lottery Law and managed by 2 
Department of Revenue.  3 

Section II. This tax will be equal to 5% of the total lottery monetary winnings of the participant 4 
after all applicable state and federal taxes are deducted. The tax will not apply to the first 5 
$300,000. 6 

Section III. The funds raised from the tax will be redistributed to the MAP, a grant provided to 7 
students eligible to receive financial aid from the FAFSA of which is only provided to students with 8 
residency in the State of Illinois.  9 

Section IV. Lottery winnings unclaimed will be redistributed to the Common School fund as stated in 10 
Section 19 of Illinois Lottery Law and be exempt from the 5% tax.  The law applies to drawings held 11 
on and after the date of effect indicated in Section V.  12 

Section V. This Bill shall go into effect on July 1, 2018 upon the signature of the Youth Governor of 13 
the State of Illinois. 14 
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STATE OF ILLINOIS 

Sixty-Ninth Session 
Illinois Youth Legislature 

 

Introduced by: Referred to Committee: Gray 3 

Senate Sponsor:  Saketh Prazad 

House Sponsor:   Abe Kakuturu 

Co-Sponsors:       Daniel Bien, Satvik Yagnamurthy 

Delegation:          Adlai E. Stevenson High School 

A BILL  

For an Act amending Chapter 225, Section 15 of the Illinois Compiled Statutes, relating to medical 
bribery.  

BE IT ENACTED BY THE YMCA YOUTH LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ILLINOIS.

Section I. Medical professionals may not accept compensation or gratuities from third parties 1 
related to their professional practice.   2 

Section II. Medical professionals shall be defined as individuals who hold any post-secondary 3 
degree in a field of medicine or medical administration. “Compensation” shall be defined as 4 
something given in exchange, explicitly or implicitly, or goods or services. “Gratuity” shall be 5 
defined as something given, over and above compensation, in exchange, explicitly or implicitly, for 6 
goods or services. “Third parties” shall be defined as individuals or groups who are incidentally 7 
relatedto primary parties. “Professional Practice” shall be defined as actions including examining 8 
patients, consulting with patients, and prescribing medicine. 9 

Section IV. If a medical professional is found guilty of accepting medical briberies three times, then 10 
his or her professional license shall be revoked for one year. 11 

Section V. This bill shall be enforced by the Illinois Department of Human Services. 12 

Section VI. This bill shall go into effect on January 1st, 2019, upon the signature of the Youth 13 
Governor of the State of Illinois.  14 
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STATE OF ILLINOIS 

Sixty-Ninth Session 
Illinois Youth Legislature 

 

Introduced by: Referred to Committee: Gray 3 

Senate Sponsor: Ashley Scott  

House Sponsor: Lauren Smarjesse 

Co-Sponsors: Sarah Meier 

Delegation:  Bradley-Bourbonnais Community High School  

A BILL 

For an Act creating Chapter 225, Section 85/3, of the Illinois Compiled Statutes relating to 
pharmacy practice.  

BE IT ENACTED BY THE YMCA YOUTH LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ILLINOIS.

Section I. Amends the Pharmacy Practice Act to allow the prescription and dispensing of hormonal 1 
contraceptives. Hormonal contraceptives are defined as any self-administered hormonal 2 
contraceptive as a drug composed of a combination of hormones that is approved by the United 3 
States Food and Drug Administration to prevent pregnancy and that the patient to whom the drug 4 
is prescribed may take orally. 5 

Section II. Any pharmacist who has completed their Doctor of Pharmacy degree, or PharmD, and is 6 
certified by the State of Illinois to be a practicing pharmacist may be allowed to prescribe hormonal 7 
contraceptives. 8 

Section III. No further training is necessary for pharmacists, as they are already knowledgeable 9 
about drugs and possible adverse effects. 10 

Section IV. No funding is needed to allow pharmacists to prescribe these contraceptives.  11 

Section V. Any persons found prescribing or claiming hormonal contraceptives fraudulently under 12 
this Act shall be prosecuted as committing pharmacy fraud.   13 

Section V. This Bill shall go into effect on January 1, 2019, upon the signature of the Youth 14 
Governor of the State of Illinois. 15 
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STATE OF ILLINOIS 

Sixty-Ninth Session 
Illinois Youth Legislature 

Introduced by: Referred to Committee: Gray 3 

Senate Sponsor: Margaret Allen 

House Sponsor: Jared Heggeland 

Co-Sponsors:  Quinn Schwager, Sasha Danielson 

Delegation:  Wheaton North High School      

A BILL 

For an Act amending Chapter 122, Section 14-7.02, of the Illinois Compiled Statutes, relating to 
the legislature of vouchers in the Illinois school system for use by all that are lawfully granted 
under such an enactment. 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE YMCA YOUTH LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ILLINOIS.

Section I. The goal of this bill is to make educational vouchers applicable to private schools in the 1 
State of Illinois. 2 

Section II. This bill will allow families to use the tax money for private school tuition that would 3 
normally go towards supporting their child’s public education if they choose to make such a 4 
monetary transfer. This will be accomplished by giving the money to private schools that the State 5 
would normally spend on their students for a public education. 6 

Section III. This is an issue resolved by the state and funded by the state, although if a school fails 7 
to relinquish funds, they will be fined for the full amount that they do not relinquish. This will be 8 
enforced by the Illinois State Police. 9 

Section IV. The money that schools receive from these vouchers must, by the free establishment 10 
clause, only go towards benefiting the education of students, and may not be used for advancing 11 
any secular purposes. 12 

Section V. This Bill shall go into effect on June 1, 2018 upon the signature of the Youth Governor 13 
of the State of Illinois. 14 
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STATE OF ILLINOIS 

Sixty-Ninth Session 
Illinois Youth Legislature 

 

Introduced by: Referred to Committee: Gray 4 

Senate Sponsor: Aron Griffin 

House Sponsor: Jacob Baron 

Co-Sponsors: Jordan Athas, Brian D’Souza 

Delegation:  Naperville North High School  
 

A BILL 

For an Act creating Chapter 111 Section 2, of the Illinois Compiled Statutes, relating to the 
commercial usage of Holiday decorations. 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE YMCA YOUTH LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ILLINOIS.

Section I. Winter holiday Decorations must be set-up within 30 days prior to, and removed within 1 
30 days after the holiday represent if in commercial use. 2 

Section II. Decorations can be defined as any prop or object relating to the holiday on display. 3 

Section III. All local business in violation of this bill will be fined daily dependent upon the number 4 
of days which the decorations are in use, beginning during the starting date and ending after the 5 
day which they are taken down. Base fee can range from $100-250 a day depending on the scale 6 
of decorations, which is determined by the authority who writes the fine. 7 

Section IV. Authority is defined as local municipalities, including local or county police. 8 

Section V. This bill shall go into effect on August 1, 2018 upon the signature of the Youth 9 
Governor of the State of Illinois. 10 
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STATE OF ILLINOIS 

Sixty-Ninth Session 
Illinois Youth Legislature 

 
Introduced by: Referred to Committee: Gray 4 

Senate Sponsor: Brad Ma 

House Sponsor: Michael Josephson 

Co-Sponsors:  Siddharth Nair, Keanne Jabbarzadeh 

Delegation:  Adlai E. Stevenson High School      
 

A BILL 
 
 

For an Act amending Chapter 415, Article 60, of the Illinois Compiled Statutes, relating to the use 
of neonicotinoid pesticide on land cared for or owned by the State of Illinois. 
 
BE IT ENACTED BY THE YMCA YOUTH LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ILLINOIS.

Section I. The purpose of this bill is to ban the use of neonicotinoids on all land owned by or cared 1 
for by the State of Illinois in an effort to preserve the numerous species of birds, bees, and other 2 
wildlife that inhabit our ecosystem.  3 

Section II. All state owned or tended farmland will use insecticides and pesticides deemed 4 
environmentally safer than neonicotinoids, with this the choice in insecticide or pesticide provided 5 
for by the Illinois Environmental Protection Agency 6 

Section III. This Bill shall go into effect on January 1st, 2019 upon the signature of the Youth 7 
Governor of the State of Illinois. 8 
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STATE OF ILLINOIS 

Sixty-Ninth Session 
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Introduced by: Referred to Committee: Gray 4 

Senate Sponsor: Kayla Jackson 

House Sponsor: Reem Efein 

Co-Sponsors:  

Delegation:  Shepard 

 

A BILL 

For an Act creating Chapter 94 of the Illinois Compiled Statutes, relating to pet adoption. 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE YMCA YOUTH LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ILLINOIS.

Section I. All pet stores and pet adoption agencies will be required to inform prospective pet 1 
owners of the average yearly cost to care for the animal(s) being considered.  This should be 2 
completed with a verbal conversation and a short list given to the customer covering the average 3 
cost of food, veterinary care, grooming etc. 4 

Section II. All responsibility will then be on the pet owner. The store/agency cannot be held 5 
accountable if neglect occurs. 6 

Section III. Any pet store/agency found in violation of this law will be fined $100 per incident.  If 7 
violations number 5 or more within a year, the store/agency can be considered for termination of 8 
their license to handle pet adoptions.  9 

Section IV. This Bill shall go into effect on June 1st, 2018 upon the signature of the Youth Governor 10 
of the State of Illinois. 11 
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STATE OF ILLINOIS 

Sixty-Ninth Session 
Illinois Youth Legislature 

 

Introduced by: Referred to Committee: Gray 4 

Senate Sponsor: Taski Velasquez 

House Sponsor: Katherine Reed 

Co-Sponsors: Zyma Lakhani, Myra Bajwa 

Delegation:  Metea Valley High School   

A BILL 

For an Act Creating Section 35 Chapter 5/201, of the Illinois Compiled Statutes, relating to tax 
breaks for environmentally friendly companies. 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE YMCA YOUTH LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ILLINOIS.

Section I. This bill will allocate a 0.5% break on corporate taxes for companies and manufacturers 1 
that commit to certain environmental standards, similar to those outlined in the Paris Accord and 2 
within this bill. 3 

Section II. Companies and manufacturers within the state of Illinois will commit their efforts to 4 
reducing the amount of toxic chemicals released from buildings and plants that manufacture 5 
products. This will be enforced through a consistent monitoring of a company’s output and usage.  6 

Section III. Corporations will reduce their energy consumption and make an effort to switch to 7 
energy-efficient methods, such as but not limited to solar and wind energy.  8 

Section IV. This Bill shall go into effect on June 1st, 2018 upon the signature of the Youth 9 
Governor of the State of Illinois.  10 
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Introduced by: Referred to Committee: Gray 5 

Senate Sponsor: Fayha Nazeer 

House Sponsor: Jordan Rivera 

Co-Sponsors: Matthew Zheng and Kevin Zhao 

Delegation: Neuqua Valley High School 

 
A BILL 

 
For an Act creating chapter 415 ILCS 5/8, section 111, of the Illinois Compiled Statutes relating to 
incentivization of solar energy. 
 
BE IT ENACTED BY THE YMCA YOUTH LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ILLINOIS

Section I. This bill will subsidize licensed businesses that use solar powered energy that exceeds the 1 
levels of 20% efficiency, with a minimum 200 watts per square meter PTC rating. The state of 2 
Illinois will be covering 5% of the cost paid by the licensed businesses for solar energy system. 3 

Section II. Fraud such as withdrawing from solar energy program without notifying the IEPA and 4 
claiming non-deservant subsidies will result in a fine of double the equivalent value of the subsidies 5 
claimed. 6 

Section III. This law will be enforced by the Illinois Environmental Protection Agency (IEPA). This is 7 
an agency of the state government to protect the human health and the environment by writing and 8 
implementation of laws passed by Congress. There will be an biannual inspection from the IEPA to 9 
ensure that businesses are using solar panels and that the panels meet the minimum efficiency 10 
standard. Offenders will be prosecuted in the court of law and forced to pay back the money 11 
embezzled and pay an additional fine of 10% percent of that stolen. Until the fees have been paid 12 
their business license will be revoked. 13 

Section IV. The funding for this bill will be 0.5% a portion cut from the health and social services 14 
budgets. The motivation behind drawing funds from the said government sector would be to further 15 
preserve the health of our people for many generations to come. By enacting and enforcing 16 
legislation to promote cleaner energy, the cost for health and social services in the future will be 17 
diminished due to improved health in the citizenry so the legislation will practically pay for itself. In 18 
addition, this 0.5% funding cut will pay for the IEPA for biannual inspection. 19 

Section V. This bill would go into effect on July 2, 2019 upon the signature of the Illinois Youth 20 
Governor.21 
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Introduced by:      Referred to Committee: Gray 5 

Senate Sponsor: Basil Wojdula 

House Sponsor: Maddie Duffner 

Co-Sponsors: Jordan Thompson and Ricky Rietjens 

Delegation:  Amos Alonzo Stagg High School      

A BILL 

For an Act, of the Illinois Compiled Statutes , relating to starting school at a later time. 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE YMCA YOUTH LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ILLINOIS.

Section I. This act ensures that all public high schools in the state of Illinois start at a later time. 1 

Section II. All public middle schools and high schools in the state of Illinois will start at 9:00 am on 2 
Monday through Friday. The school days will last six and a half hours. The length of class periods 3 
and passing period time is in discretion to the school due to differences in school sizes and 4 
population size. 5 

Section III. The school days will last six and a half hours, from 9:00 am to 3:30 pm, Monday 6 
through Friday. The length of class periods and passing period time is in discretion to the school 7 
due to differences in school sizes and population size.  8 

Section IV. According the Illinois State law, it is required for students to be in session for 5 hours. 9 
Larger, more crowded schools can get approval for 4 hour days. These hours do not include lunch 10 
periods, passing periods, or any type of advisory session.  11 

Section V. For all schools, the class schedule is at the district’s discretion to establish. For 12 
elementary schools, middle schools, and small and medium high schools, the students must be in 13 
school session for at least 5 hours. For more crowded high schools, the hours can be shortened to 14 
4 after getting approval from the state.  15 

Section VI. Small to medium high schools consist of anywhere from 2,000 students or less. Large 16 
high schools would hold 2,001 students and above. These boundaries can be altered due to school 17 
size. 18 

Section VII. This act does not affect the number of days off the school will have. 19 

Section VIII. All Illinois state schools must be in session for at least 176 days. If the school does 20 
not meet the minimum, they lose 1/176 of state funding per day fallen short.  21 

Section VIII. This Bill shall go into effect on August 1st, 2018 upon the signature of the Youth 22 
Governor of the State of Illinois. 23 
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Introduced by: Referred to Committee: Gray 5 

Senate Sponsor: Carrigan Carrell   

House Sponsor: Grace Pallissard  

Co-Sponsors: Emma Benoit, Matthew Januski   

Delegation:  Bradley-Bourbonnais Community High School  

 

A BILL 

For an Act amending Chapter 105, Sections 21-B, of the Illinois Compiled Statutes, relating to 
mandatory mental health class for teachers.  

BE IT ENACTED BY THE YMCA YOUTH LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ILLINOIS.

Section I. Within all Illinois high schools, it will be mandatory that teachers and administrators take 1 
a yearly mental health class. 2 

Section II. Teachers and administrators will take a class run by a certified mental health specialist 3 
chosen by the school. It will be mandated that the class will cover how to recognize the signs of 4 
various mental illnesses within in a high school setting and how to properly handle and work with 5 
the students affected. 6 

Section III. It is up to the discretion of the school to find a certified mental health specialist fit for 7 
the standards referred to in Section II. To fund this class there will be roughly a two to three dollar 8 
fee set by the school during registration. If a teacher(s) are not able to make the class, it is still the 9 
responsibility of the school to set a make up date 10 

Section IV. Funding from the bill will come from an amendment to the Illinois Video Gaming Act, 11 
Chapter 5, Section 60, raising the state tax on NIT income from Video Gaming 5% as well as 12 
amending the Liquor Control Act of 1934, Chapter 8, Section 8, raising the tax on spirits an 13 
additional 1%. 14 

Section V. The class is to be taken during one of the mandatory teacher institute days and illnesses 15 
in basic health classes will be covered, such as bipolar, depression, anxiety, trauma, obsessive-16 
compulsive, and so on 17 

Section V. This Bill shall go into effect on January 1, 2019 upon the signature of the Youth 18 
Governor of the State of Illinois. 19 
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Introduced by: Referred to Committee: Gray 5 

Senate Sponsor: Christian Larson 

House Sponsor: Griffin Walnoah 

Co-Sponsors: Michael Flesher 

Delegation:  Warren Township 

 

A BILL 

For an Act amending Chapter 6 Article 2, of the Illinois Compiled Statues, relating to issuances and 

renewals of senior driver licenses. 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE YMCA YOUTH LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ILLINOIS.

Section I. This bill is a bill to create and enforce procedures pertaining to senior drivers and the 1 

issuances and/or renewal of licenses.  2 

Section II. All Department of Motor Vehicles in the state of Illinois are to administer additional 3 

testing measures to those who are 70 years or older. Additional testing measures would include 4 

receiving a routine physical, a letter of recommendation from a doctor, more extensive vision 5 

testing, a more detailed written drivers test, as well as a longer driving test. On the driver’s license 6 

of those 70 or older there is to be a “renew by” addendum that will require the license to be 7 

renewed every 2 years.  There will be a 7 month grace period to allow for renewal. 8 

Section III. The first offence will incur a Class A misdemeanor, imprisonment for no more than 1 9 

year, and a fine of no more than $2,500. A subsequent offence will incur a penalty of imprisonment 10 

for 1-3 years, and a fine up to $25,000, and possible vehicle impoundment. Fourth or subsequent 11 

offences will incur possible seizure of license plate, possible vehicle immobilization. 12 

Section IV. This Bill shall go into effect on January 1st, 2019 upon the signature of the Youth 13 

Governor of the State of Illinois. 14 
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Introduced by: Referred to Committee: Gray 6 

Senate Sponsor: Moses Rahman 

House Sponsor: Amritjeet Johar 

Co-Sponsors: Eshana Vora, Shreya Bhatnagar 

Delegation: Adlai E. Stevenson 
 

A BILL 
 
For an Act amending Chapter 15, Section 20, Article 50-5 of the Illinois Compiled Statutes, 
relating to the Illinois state budget. 
BE IT ENACTED BY THE YMCA YOUTH LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ILLINOIS.
 

Section I. The Governor of Illinois shall no longer sign the state budget. 1 

Section II.  Individuals not exercising this option will have their state tax monies allocated 2 
based on the determinations made by those who did exercise the option. 3 

Section III. The Illinois General Assembly shall write and submit an annual budget resolution 4 
reflecting the allocations set forth by the results of the individual income tax returns. Any 5 
programs given explicit funding through active legislation shall have their funding protected, 6 
now considered “mandatory spending”. 7 

Section IV. The list of potential funding categories will be compiled by the Office of the 8 
Governor of Illinois. 9 

Section V. The formatting of income tax returns forms shall be updated by the Illinois 10 
Department of Revenue. 11 

Section VI. This bill shall be jointly enforced by the Illinois Department of Revenue and the 12 
Office of the Governor of Illinois. Failure to set a state budget in the first 6 months of every 13 
year will result in the reuse of the state budget from the previous fiscal year. 14 

Section VII. No additional funding besides standard taxation will be necessary. 15 

Section IV. This Bill shall go into effect on July 1st, 2018 upon the signature of the Youth 16 
Governor of the State of Illinois. 17 
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Introduced by: Referred to Committee: Gray 6 

Senate Sponsor: Sophia Bos-Shadi 

House Sponsor: Jarrod Knapper 

Co-Sponsors: Abby Cousins, Megan Schroeder 

Delegation:  Bradley-Bourbonnais Community High School  

A BILL 

For an Act amending Chapter 225, Section 605 of the Illinois Compiled Statutes, relating to the 
sale of animals in pet shops. 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE YMCA YOUTH LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ILLINOIS.

Section I. This bill will ban the sale of non-rescued animals in pet shops in the state of Illinois.  1 

Section II. The animals protected by this bill will be dogs, cats, and rabbits. These are the most 2 
commonly bred and purchased animals in pet stores. 3 

Section III. No pet shop or pet shop owner shall be allowed to purchase animals from an animal 4 
breeder for sale in their business. 5 

Section IV. For each violation, the violator will face a fine of up to $500. 6 

Section V. If a business is issued their fifth (5th) violation, the Illinois Department of Agriculture 7 
(IDOA) will be allowed to suspend or revoke the license to sell animals in their business.  8 

Section V. This Bill shall go into effect on June 1, 2018, upon the signature of the Youth Governor 9 
of the State of Illinois. 10 
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Introduced by: Referred to Committee: Gray 6 

Senate Sponsor: Karan Gulati 

House Sponsor: Karthik Devarakonda 

Co-Sponsors: Akshay Mohan, Anish Ravindra 

Delegation:  Waubonsie Valley High School 
 

A BILL 

For an Act creating Chapter 625 Section 67, of the Illinois Compiled Statutes, relating to tax 
deductions for electric vehicle owners. 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE YMCA YOUTH LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ILLINOIS.

Section I. Citizens will state that they own electric vehicle in their state tax forms, resulting in a 1 
deduction of state income tax and state property tax. 2 

Section II. The proactive behavior and green lifestyle education is a well  implemented idea, but 3 
there are not many clear incentives that encourage citizens to participate in green lifestyle; a 4 
deduction of 1.2 percent, from the current 4.95 percent, in income tax incentivizes the purchase of 5 
electric cars. Only one incentive will be provided for a household with an electric car. 6 

Section III. There will be virtually no extra cost as validation information regarding evidence of the 7 
car being an electric vehicle can be verified through communication between the Illinois Department 8 
of Revenue and the Illinois Department of Motor Vehicles. The Illinois department of revenue will 9 
enforce the tax incentives provided to electric car owners. The Illinois Department of Motor 10 
Vehicles will enforce the guidelines on whether or not the car purchased meets the qualifications 11 
for the tax incentive. Currently Illinois receives 15.84 billion dollars in tax revenue from income 12 
taxes and a deduction of 1.2 percent for every Illinois resident with a salary would only reduce the 13 
state income by 0.19 billion dollars while simultaneously reducing air pollution in Illinois which 14 
continues to plague the environment.  15 

Section IV. This Bill shall go into effect on January 1, 2019 upon the signature of the Youth 16 
Governor of the State of Illinois. 17 
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Introduced by: Referred to Committee: Gray 7 

Senate Sponsor: Agne Siupenius 

House Sponsor: Alyssa Sitkowski 

Co-Sponsors: Brandon Olea, Demi Wilson 

Delegation:  Addison Trail High School  

A BILL 

For an Act amending Chapter 6 Section 1, of the Illinois Vehicle Code, relating to the prerequisites 
required to obtain a driver’s license. 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE YMCA YOUTH LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ILLINOIS.

Section I. This bill will reduce the current 50 hour time requirement for obtaining a license to 20 1 
hours for participants of the Graduate Driver’s License (GDL) Program under 18 years of age.   2 

Section II. Therein reducing the time requirement from 50 hours to 20 hours, all Graduate Driver’s 3 
License participants are still obligated to either complete at least 10 hours of driving with a 4 
certified instructor, or 20 hours with a parent or guardian.  5 

Section III. Therefore, every GDL participant will have the requirement of accumulating at least 10 6 
hours of supervised driving during daylight hours and additionally 10 hours of supervised driving 7 
past sundown to fulfill the criteria set by law. 8 

Section IV. In recognition of the busy schedules and lives of parents and guardians of Illinois, this 9 
bill would make obtaining a license more accessible to GDL participants with full time working 10 
parents or guardians. 11 

Section V. This bill shall go into effect on January 1, 2019 upon the signature of the Youth 12 
Governor of the State of Illinois.  13 
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Introduced by: Referred to Committee: Gray 7 

Senate Sponsor:  Branden Vilk 

House Sponsor:   Harsh Dasika 

Co-Sponsors:       Karan Matharu, Varun Sudhakaran 

Delegation:          Adlai E. Stevenson High School 

 

A BILL  

For an Act amending Chapter 625, Section 6-104, Article 5 of the Illinois Compiled Statutes, 
relating to modification of driving curfew hours for minors in Illinois  

BE IT ENACTED BY THE YMCA YOUTH LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ILLINOIS.

Section I.  Driving curfews for minors on weekdays will be extended from chapter 625 from 10PM 1 
to 12AM with weekdays including Sunday to Thursday. 2 

Section II. Driving Curfews for minors on weekends will be eliminated on Saturday and Sunday as 3 
amended as previously stated in chapter 625. 4 

Section III.  Any minor caught operating a motorized vehicle during the said curfew receive the 5 
same consequences as previously stated in chapter 625 including but not limited to fines, and 6 
other forms of misdemeanor punishments. 7 

Section IV. This bill will be enforced by police officers in their specific village or county or by state 8 
troopers patrolling the streets at a given time.  9 

Section V. All previous exceptions to curfew will still be applied as stated in chapter 625. 10 

Section VI. This bill will go into effect on January 1st, 2019 upon the signature of the Youth 11 
Governor of the State of Illinois. 12 
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Introduced by: Referred to Committee: Gray 7 

Senate Sponsor: Adil Rahman 

House Sponsor: Meet Patel 

Co-Sponsors: Rocky Pula, Ajay Sathappan 

Delegation:  Waubonsie Valley High School 

A BILL 

For an Act amending 410 ILCS 110, of the Illinois Compiled Statutes, relating to Stem Cell Therapy. 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE YMCA YOUTH LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ILLINOIS.

Section I. This Act may be cited as the “Stem Cell Therapy Act.” 1 

Section II. The State of Illinois finds the following:  2 

Stem Cell therapy is Divided into two types, Adult Stem Cell Therapy and Embryonic Stem 3 
Cell Therapy. 4 
Embryonic Stem Cells can be derived from not only the Embryos, but as well as the umbilical 5 
cord from post pregnancies. 6 
Adult Stem Cell Therapy can be used via Somatic Nuclear Transfer, which allows 7 
differentiated cells to become undifferentiated.  8 
Different Labs and Universities will use the funding for Stem Cell Therapy and carry out with 9 
tests and procedures regarding all basic ethic regulations.  10 

Section III. The Food and Drug Administration will carry out and regulate this act. Insurance 11 
Providers such as Affordable Care Act and Medicare will cover this treatment, regardless of what 12 
type of insurance one may have. 13 

Section IV. The following funds are authorized to be appropriated to carry out this Act: The 14 
insurance will provide full coverage of treatment. $1000-$2000 per treatment. 15 

Section V. Emergency Medical and Treatment and Labor Act (EMTALA) will enforce this Act and 16 
ensure public access to emergency services. Failure to do so may result in a conflict of law. The 17 
Food and Drug Administration will authorize and make regulations according to all ethically 18 
approved procedures.  19 

Section Vl. This bill will go into effect on January 1, 2018 upon the signature of the Governor of 20 
the State of Illinois. 21 
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Introduced by: Referred to Committee: Gray 7 

Senate Sponsor: Matt Hultman 

House Sponsor: Brett Hanna 

Co-Sponsors: Eric Guzman & Nic Snedden 

Delegation:  Andrew 

A BILL 

For an Act Amending Chapter 760 ILCS , of the Illinois Compiled Statutes, relating to Police, Fire & 
Emergency Services. 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE YMCA YOUTH LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ILLINOIS.

Section I. This bill shall amend State of Illinois law relating to Police, Fire & Emergency Services 1 
mandating all police departments to have their officers carry Naloxone (Narcan). 2 

Section II. Funding would come from a five percent fee on all DUI and reckless driving tickets.  3 

Section III. Enforcement of law provided by Illinois State police, as mandated by the Illinois State 4 
Constitution.  5 

Section IV. This Bill shall go into effect on July 1, 2018 upon the signature of the Youth Governor 6 
of the State of Illinois.  7 
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LOBBYISTS

ILLINOIS YMCA YOUTH and GOVERNMENT
SPRINGFIELD ASSEMBLY
GRAY

Last NameFirst Name Delegation Organization

JoHanna Abraham1 Illinois Occupational Therapy AssociationStagg High School

Colleen Bassett2 Humane SocietyBradley-Bourbonnais Communit

Patryk Benke3 Illinois Physical Therapy AssociationStagg High School

Nicole Bremner4 MisericordiaStagg High School

Dillon Deneau5 National Rifle AssociationBradley-Bourbonnais Communit

Reilly Dersien6 National Rifle AssociationBradley-Bourbonnais Communit

Bill Djikas7 Illinois Education AssociationStagg High School

Mitchell Dollah8 Illinois Physical Therapy AssociationStagg High School

Julia Drake9 Illinois Retail Merchants AssociationBradley-Bourbonnais Communit

Kaitlyn Dunn10 Illinois Retail Merchants AssociationBradley-Bourbonnais Communit

Henry Evans11 Small Business Advocacy CounciStagg High School

Molly Fitzpatrick12 Illinois Alliance of Boys and Girls ClubStagg High School

Gabriell Goebig13 Big Brother Big Sister Illinois State AssociatioBradley-Bourbonnais Communit

Quincy Gunnerson14 Animal Humane SocietyAddison Trail High School

Zaid Hammad15 Illinois Physical Therapy AssociationAndrew High School

Devin Harty16 Illinois Health and Hospital AssociationStagg High School

Kamil Jamrozik17 ComEdStagg High School

Brad Jaunich18 Voices for Illinois ChildrenStagg High School

Danny Kaminski 19 Gun Violence Prevention PACWheaton North High School

Dan Khomusi20 Illinois Collaboration of YouthNeuqua Valley High School

Kate Knutson21 Small Business Advocacy CouncilStagg High School

Rahul Koul22 Illinois Family InstituteNeuqua Valley High School

Sydney Kremer23 Humane SocietyBradley-Bourbonnais Communit
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Last NameFirst Name Delegation Organization

Koralia Kuruklis 24 Illinois Education AssociationStagg High School

Jon Lezon25 Shepard High School

Eddie Lovell26 Illinois Dermatological SocietyStagg High School

Katy Madiol27 Illinois Coalition Against Sexual AssaultWheaton North High School

Faith Marinier28 Stagg High School

Ally Mikos29 Shepard High School

Brody Milling30 Illinois Retail Merchants AssociationBradley-Bourbonnais Communit

Lily Minet31 Shepard High School

Donna Mulchrone32 MisericordiaStagg High School

Bart Nowobilski33 Small Business Advocacy Council (SBAC)Stagg High School

Tyler Picl-Ludwig34 Shepard High School

Beth Polk35 The Humane Society of the United StatesStagg High School

Govind Prabhakar36 American Civil Liberties UnionStevenson High School

Delaney Quick37 Humane SocietyBradley-Bourbonnais Communit

Jesse Quiroz38 Gun Violence Prevention PACBradley-Bourbonnais Communit

Zach Randazzo39 Rock Island Clean Line EnergyBradley-Bourbonnais Communit

Phil Scarim40 American Civil Liberties UnionStagg High School

Allie Skly41 Illinois Coalition Against Sexual AssaultStagg High School

Sara Slodyczka42 One Hope UnitedStagg High School

Amelia Szczerba43 Veterans of Foreign WarsStagg High School

Jesse Tadeo44 Exelon CorporationStagg High School

Trent Tiberi45 Catholic Conferences of IllinoisWheaton North High School

Jada Tomes46 Teach For AmericaStagg High School

John Tylka47 Illinois Occupational Therapy AssociationStagg High School

Andrew Villalobos48 Illinois Trial Lawyers AssociationStagg High School

Gabrielle Wagner49 Big Brother Big Sister Illinois State AssociatioBradley-Bourbonnais Communit

Demi Wojdula50 Ann & Robert H. Lurie Hospital of Chicago Stagg High School

Dylan Wolf51 ARC of IllinoisStagg High School

Danny Zatos52 Sierra ClubAddison Trail High School
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James Zatos53 Club For GrowthAddison Trail High School

Wiktoria Zawadzka54 Illinois Association for Marriage & Family TheStagg High School

Wojciech Zawislan55 Goldman SachsStagg High School
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ILLINOIS YMCA YOUTH AND GOVERNMENT 

LOBBYIST LEGISLATIVE AGENDA 

Lobbyist:  JoHanna Abraham    

Delegation:   Amos Alonzo Stagg 

Organization Name:  Illinois Occupational Therapy Association 

Organization Background: 
The main concerns of this organization which has impacted Illinois are to expand Professional 
Development Opportunities, build and sustain membership, increase engagement in advocacy, apply 
fiscally responsible investment in ILOTA for stability and growth, and align with AOTA to support 
the vision of the profession.  Since development delay has a huge impact on children ages 3-6, one 
impact that this organization has had is to educate caregivers to support their child in play through 
toys, activities, and strategies. Another impact that this association has accomplished is expanding 
opportunities for occupational therapy practitioners to utilize their skills in a broader scale within 
the school setting through the Every Student Succeeds Act in 2016. 
http://www.ilota.org/mission-vision-strategy 
 
Position: 
The Illinois Occupational Therapy Association is a multifaceted association committed to enhancing 
health and well-being through the utilization of best occupational therapy practices in Illinois. 
 
Legislative Priorities 
1. Expand Professional Development Opportunities 
2. Build and sustain membership 
3. Increase engagement in advocacy. 
4. Apply fiscally responsible investment in ILOTA for stability and growth 
5. Align with AOTA to support the vision of the profession.  
 
Important Bill Priorities: 
1. RII-01 (Driver Licensing): Against 
2. RII-16 (House Alarms): For 
3. RI-15 (College Tuition): For 
4. RI-16 (Lower Drinking Age): Against 
5. RI-21 (School Late Start): For 
6. RII-22 (Nutrition): Against 
7. RIII-17 (Graduated Drivers Licenses): For 
8. RII-31 (Teen Driving & Curfew): For
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ILLINOIS YMCA YOUTH AND GOVERNMENT 

LOBBYIST LEGISLATIVE AGENDA 

 

Lobbyist: Colleen Bassett    

Delegation: Bradley-Bourbonnais   

Organization Name: Humane Society 

Organization Background: 
The Humane Foundations of Illinois began to take action in the state in the early to mid 1900s. The 
organization’s biggest concern is providing a place for stray and/or unwanted animals to live.  
 
Position: 
The legislative position of the Humane Society is to overall increase awareness and funding for the 
organization. The goal of the foundation is to increase awareness and funding in hopes to improve 
and grow larger as a group. The Humane Society gives services to over 100,000 animals per year, 
nationwide, and with greater government assistance, the rates could increase dramatically. With 
government input, the Humane Society could continue to grow and flourish for years to come.  
 
Legislative Priorities 
1.  Increase government funding for the humane societies of Illinois.      

2.  Pushes for stronger animal cruelty laws in the state. 

3.  Improve volunteer rates among the humane societies statewide. 

4.  Increase availability for public appearances of the humane society.      

5.  Decrease numbers of euthanization among animals in shelters. 
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ILLINOIS YMCA YOUTH AND GOVERNMENT 

LOBBYIST LEGISLATIVE AGENDA 

Lobbyist:  Patryk Benke       

Delegation:   Amos Alonzo Stagg       

Organization Name:  Illinois Physical Therapy Association       

Organization Background: 
As an association the IPTA are passionate of the movement and growth of the physical therapy 
profession. The 2016 membership survey showed, overwhelmingly, that their payment and policy 
efforts are most important to their members. One that buys a membership at the IPTA gains many 
benefits such as career development and training opportunities,  information on latest trends of 
PT, clinical and practice resources to help one's expertise and many others.  
 
Position: 
The main goal for the Illinois Physical Therapy Association is to improve wellness, health and 
quality of life for the customers. 
 
Legislative Priorities 
1. I support providing  customers with education on physical therapy 

2. I approve raising  public awareness about physical therapy      

3. I advocate reducing  the barriers to get help with physical therapy   

Important Bill Priorities: 
RII-03(Capping tax on 911 calls): Pro                           RIII-27(Soda Tax): Pro 

RII-22(Nutrition): Pro                                                  RI-02(Part time workers): Anti 

RI-27(Athletic Trainer): Pro
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Lobbyist:  Nicole Bremner 

Delegation:   Stagg High School 

Organization Name:  Misericordia   

Organization Background: 
Misericordia has been around since 1921, housing more and more families per year. Recently, 
Misericordia Illinois houses approximately 600 children and adults with developmental 
disabilities.Sister Rosemary is the founder of this organization and it has been a widespread family 
for many years, with many more years to come. 
  
Position: 
The mission of Misericordia Heart of Mercy is to support children and adults with intellectual and 
developmental disabilities by providing the highest quality residential, training, and employment 
services. This organization will support bills who expand the opportunities given to people with 
mental disabilities. 
 
Legislative Priorities: 

1. Obtain a healthy environment for people with disabilities      

2. Give happiness to people with disabilities and help them do activities they normally wouldn't be 
able to do      

3. Provide more residential options to people with disabilities      

4. Serve the families of those with disabilities and help them make a living  
 

Important Bill Priorities: 

1. RII-09 (teachers taking mental health class): PASS 

2. RII-10 (protection of genetic information): PASS 

3. RI-33 (mental health and developmental disabilities): PASS 

4. RI-66 (insanity): NO PASS 

5. RI-74 (vocational schools): PASS
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Lobbyist:  Dillon Deneau    

Delegation:   BBCHS 

Organization Name:   National Rifle Association  

Organization Background: 
(A concise description of the relevant legislative history that is of concern to this organization and 
the impact it has had in Illinois.  Use facts, data and research.) 
this organization is against stronger gun laws, gun bans, and threats to the 2nd amendment       
 
Position: 
(Summarize the overall legislative position for this organization) 
 
Legislative Priorities 
(Identify 3-5 Legislative Priorities that will be your focus for this organization.) 
1. Battle gun bans       

2. Protect the 2nd amendment, don't let people change the constitution      

3. Make conceal and carry accepted in more businesses      

4. Give more power to the 2nd amendment, protect what george washington said “A free people 
ought not only to be armed, but disciplined..." 
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Lobbyist:  Reilly Dersien    

Delegation:    BBCHS 

Organization Name:  National Rifle Association  

Organization Background: 
(A concise description of the relevant legislative history that is of concern to this organization and 
the impact it has had in Illinois.  Use facts, data and research.) 
The National Rifle Association is an organization that advocates for gun rights. It is a non profit 
organization that’s lobbyist protects our second amendment as an American citizen. The slogan for 
the NRA Legislative institution is: “When nothing less than freedom is at stake, we stand and fight.” 
They are up to date on the individual gun laws for every state, and work on improving those with 
less than others. There was a provision made to the individual gun laws of the people, and this 
further determines people with guns “subject only to police power, the right of the individual citizen 
to keep and bear arms shall not be infringed”. This can be found on the homepage of the NRA 
Institute for Legislative Action website. This impacts Illinois with the citizens using guns, the laws 
enacted that give the citizens freedom but also serve as protection as well.  
 
Position: 
(Summarize the overall legislative position for this organization) 
The overall legislative position for the NRA is pass laws and regulations for gun rights and 
promoting the basis of the second amendment. This adds to their contribution to legislative bills 
that are for the right to bear arms stated in the second amendment of the Constitution. Some 
issues they work at are stances on ammunition, gun safety, firearm transportation, and different 
particular models of firearms are only a beginning to what they fight for. They also display negative 
views towards those wanting to reduce gun rights and change the second amendment in the United 
States Constitution. More information on this groups stances can be found on their website.  
 
Legislative Priorities 
(Identify 3-5 Legislative Priorities that will be your focus for this organization.) 
1. pro gun laws 

2. protection over 2nd amendment  

3. fight gun bannings  

4. fix broken gun laws  

5. stand for gun rights

Gray - 72



 

6.  

ILLINOIS YMCA YOUTH AND GOVERNMENT 

LOBBYIST LEGISLATIVE AGENDA 

 

Lobbyist:  Billy Djikas 

Delegation:  Stagg High School  

Organization Name:  Illinois Education Association    

Organization Background: 
(A concise description of the relevant legislative history that is of concern to this organization and 
the impact it has had in Illinois.  Use facts, data and research.) 
IEA is an association of more than 135,000 members composed of Illinois elementary and 
secondary teachers, higher education faculty and staff, educational support professionals, retired 
educators and college students preparing to become teachers. The organization currently totaling 
3.2 million teachers and school employees working to make our good public schools even better for 
all students. 
 
Position: 
(Summarize the overall legislative position for this organization) 
The Illinois Education Association-NEA’s mission is to affect excellence and equity in public 
education and to be THE advocacy organization for all public education employees. They are looking 
to advocate and help the schools and teachers of public education. 
 
Legislative Priorities 
(Identify 3-5 Legislative Priorities that will be your focus for this organization.) 
1. Sexual Harassment in the workplace Bill#HJR-83 

2. Pension Funding Bill # Fr-545 #SB-11 

3. Substitute Teacher shortage 

4. Funding Bill #SB-9 

5. Federal Tax Proposal Bill # SB-9
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Lobbyist:   Mitchell Dollah        

Delegation:   Stagg    

Organization Name: Illinois Physical Therapy Association       

Organization Background: 
(A concise description of the relevant legislative history that is of concern to this organization and 
the impact it has had in Illinois.  Use facts, data and research.) 
It helps people improve on their physical health, wellness, and lifestyle. Also The therapists within 
the company are the main focus on improving people's lives throughout the history of the time the 
organization was around. 
 
Position: 
(Summarize the overall legislative position for this organization) 
This organization has marked over 100 years of having general assembly, and has new rules to 
follow in the organization. They are allows focused on maintaining their main goal of focusing on 
people's lives. 
 
Legislative Priorities 
(Identify 3-5 Legislative Priorities that will be your focus for this organization.) 
1. I support in reducing barriers to get help and promote health on focussed lifestyles.        

2. I advocate in educating consumers on the benefits of physical therapy.       

3. I implore raise public awareness      

4. I agree with supporting the idea of “realization society”  

5. I conquer with their motto of “Support, promote, and encourage research projects in physical 
therapy.”    
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Lobbyist:  Julia Drake  

Delegation:   Bradley Bourbonnais Community High School 

Organization Name:  Illinois Retail Merchants Association  

Organization Background: 
(A concise description of the relevant legislative history that is of concern to this organization and 
the impact it has had in Illinois.  Use facts, data and research.) 
The Illinois Retail Merchants Association is one of the largest state retail organizations in the 
United States. IRMA serves as the voice of retailing and the business community in state 
government and helps retailer stay informed and save money.  

 
Position: 
(Summarize the overall legislative position for this organization) 
I believe that in order for businesses to thrive in market economy and protect the price of goods 
from taxation, the government needs to levy unnecessary taxes on consumer goods which will allow 
retailers to continue to make profit and still able to afford goods. This applies to all sectors of the 
retail industry from healthcare to alcohol.  
 
Legislative Priorities 
(Identify 3-5 Legislative Priorities that will be your focus for this organization.) 
1. Anti-taxation on goods in businesses 

2. Anti government intervention and retail bullying 

3. Private sector healthcare 
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Lobbyist: Kaitlyn Dunn   

Delegation:  BBCHS 

Organization Name:  National Rifle Association  

Organization Background: 
(A concise description of the relevant legislative history that is of concern to this organization and 
the impact it has had in Illinois.  Use facts, data and research.) 
The National Rifle Association is an organization that advocates for gun rights. It is a non profit 
organization that’s lobbyist protects our second amendment as an American citizen. The slogan for 
the NRA Legislative institution is: “When nothing less than freedom is at stake, we stand and fight.” 
They are up to date on the individual gun laws for every state, and work on improving those with 
less than others. There was a provision made to the individual gun laws of the people, and this 
further determines people with guns “subject only to police power, the right of the individual citizen 
to keep and bear arms shall not be infringed”. This can be found on the homepage of the NRA 
Institute for Legislative Action website. This impacts Illinois with the citizens using guns, the laws 
enacted that give the citizens freedom but also serve as protection as well.  
 
Position: 
(Summarize the overall legislative position for this organization) 
The overall legislative position for the NRA is pass laws and regulations for gun rights and 
promoting the basis of the second amendment. This adds to their contribution to legislative bills 
that are for the right to bear arms stated in the second amendment of the Constitution. Some 
issues they work at are stances on ammunition, gun safety, firearm transportation, and different 
particular models of firearms are only a beginning to what they fight for. They also display negative 
views towards those wanting to reduce gun rights and change the second amendment in the United 
States Constitution. More information on this groups stances can be found on their website.  
 
Legislative Priorities 
(Identify 3-5 Legislative Priorities that will be your focus for this organization.) 
1. pro gun laws 

2. protection over 2nd amendment  

3. fight gun bannings  

4. fix broken gun laws  

5. stand for gun rights
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Lobbyist:   Henry Evans      

Delegation:   Amos Alonzo Stagg 

Organization Name:  Small Business Advocacy Council     

Organization Background: 
The Small Business Advocacy Council (SBAC) was established in 2010 and currently represents over 
1000 businesses in the Chicagoland area. The SBAC is a 501(c)(6) not-for-profit organization.The 
SBAC is a non-partisan, member driven organization that promotes the success of small business 
through political advocacy, support services and educational programs. The beliefs of the SBAC 
include the success of small business being extremely influential in the economy. Another strong 
principle of SBAC is that small businesses have equal representation at the local, state, and federal 
level. Finally the SBAC believes through cooperative networking, idea sharing and education, small 
business can flourish, 
 
Position: 
The SBAC will fight to protect small businesses by giving an environment necessary for small 
businesses to not only survive, but thrive. This will be accomplished through the passage of 
legislative priorities. 
 
Legislative Priorities 
1. RI-04 Financial aid for art institutions and school art and music programs. No Pass 

2. RI-02 Percentage of part time workers. No Pass 

3. RII-36 Non-Binary as a 3rd gender. No Pass 

4.  RI-69 Affirmative Action. Pass      

5.   RII-20 Cultural Graduation Requirements. No Pass
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Lobbyist:  Molly Fitzpatrick  

Delegation:   Amos Alonzo Stagg High School  

Organization Name: Illinois Alliance of Boys and Girls Club      

Organization Background: 

The Illinois alliance of boys and girls club has helped over 60,000 children throughout Illinois. With 
Clubs located in large urban areas such as Chicago, mid-sized cities such as Decatur and smaller 
communities such as Bethalto, Clubs support children who need help the  most and face many 
different challenges. Boys & Girls Clubs’ proven child development model supports the needs 
children have in common, such as the need to succeed academically, while allowing local Clubs to 
tailor their programs and activities to the specific needs of their community’s youth and families. 
The club consists of  55% males and 45% females. also  34% African-American, 2% Asian, 19% 
Caucasian, 34% Hispanic, and 11% Multi-Racial 
 

Position: 
The Illinois alliance of boys and girls club helps children without parents or lack of family succeed in 
life and help them along the way by them staying off the streets. 
 

Legislative Priorities 

1. Improving children's grades 

2. Reduce youth delinquency  

3. Raise money for afterschool and summer programs 

4. Raise money to provide mentoring programs    

5. Provide food and clothes    
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Lobbyist:  Gabriell Goebig 

Delegation:   Bradley Bourbonnais Community High School 

Organization Name:  Big Brother Big Sister Illinois State Association  

Organization Background: 
(A concise description of the relevant legislative history that is of concern to this organization and 
the impact it has had in Illinois.  Use facts, data and research.) 
Big Brothers and Big Sisters is determined to be accountable for families, children and mentors 
enrolled in their program. The heart of their association is to continue learning, improvement, and 
research. Through research, they have found that the mentoring field in general and the program in 
particularly have had a large impact on children’s lives everyday. Researchers have found that after 
18 months of spending time with their Bigs, the Little Brothers and Little Sisters were less likely to: 
use illegal drugs, use alcohol, skip school, skip class or hit someone. They also found that they are 
more confident in their personal performance in schoolwork and family affairs. They show more self 
confidence as well. “These dramatic findings are very good news, particularly at a time when many 
people contend that ‘nothing works’ in reaching teenagers,” said Gary Walker, then-President of 
Public/Private Ventures. “This program suggests a strategy the country can build on to make a 
difference, especially for youth in single-parent families.” All of the matches that these researchers 
observed were out on everyday activities, such as sports events, going to movies, sightseeing, and 
just hanging out together. But if you were to ask a child, they did not care about the activities but 
rather the connection between them. The fact that an adult in their lives cares about them that 
makes them happier and more confident.  
 
Position: 
(Summarize the overall legislative position for this organization) 
This organization strives to make an impact on the lives of children everywhere. It is carefully 
administered and held to the strictest standards. They strive to make matches that are safe and 
well suited for each child’s needs. These matches are of an older person to a younger person that 
can relate, entertain and impact them. Not only this but they also do screenings and make sure that 
there is no possible way for something to go wrong. Big Brother Big Sister Association also 
provides support and supervision continuously for the Big, Little and Little’s family. They offer 
training and advice for both parties to help the match and everyone involved.  
 
Legislative Priorities 
(Identify 3-5 Legislative Priorities that will be your focus for this organization.) 

1. community-based programs 
2. school-based programs 
3. support through volunteers 
4. sister agencies form coalition to fund 
5. Federal government support and funding enables local agencies to make a significant impact in 

their communities and helps maintain strong standards nationally.
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Lobbyist:    Quincy Gunnerson 

Delegation: Addison Trail High School 

Organization Name: Animal Humane Society 

Organization Background: 
Founded in Minnesota in 1878, the Animal Humane Society has expanded to have many 
chapters in all states including Illinois. Their mission is to improve animals' rights 
throughout many different fields. 

Position: 
Their position is animal rights/welfare, especially pet adoption, parks for pets, pet 
overpopulation and puppy mills. 

Legislative Priorities 
1. Animal rights 

2. Pet adoption 

3. Animals for research 

4. Breeding of animals 

5. Pet overpopulation
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Lobbyist: Zaid Hammad      

Delegation: Andrew 

Organization Name: Illinois Physical Therapy Association  

Organization Background: 

The IPTA has always worked to better the health, wellness, and quality of Illinois citizens. A few 
past legislative concerns of the IPTA are a consumers access to health care and choice of health 
care provider, promotion of fitness, health, and wellness in the community, school systems, 
workplace and healthcare institutions, and supporting education and research that advance the 
skills of Physical Therapy practitioners. The IPTA has helped reform health care and is trying to 
make physical therapy easier to access.  
 
Position: The overall legislative position of IPTA is to improve the health, wellness, and quality of 
Illinois residents through physical therapy.  
 
Legislative Priorities 
(Identify 3-5 Legislative Priorities that will be your focus for this organization.) 
1. The PT Licensure Compact, Allowing PT’s and PTA’s to practice in any state that is a part of the 

compact without having to obtain a license for each state.   

2. Worker’s Compensation: allowing a maximum of 24 physical therapy visits offered to 
employees. Also, the patients have to be treated by only licensed PTs.   

3. Fair PT co pays, Insurance companies restructure health care plans and increase out of pocket 
costs. Fair PT co pays would limit out of pocket costs and increase access to physical therapy.  
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Lobbyist:  Devin Harty       

Delegation:   Stagg High School        

Organization Name: Illinois Health and Hospital Association      

Organization Background: 
To support each person’s quest for optimum health, all individuals and communities have access to 
high-quality healthcare at the right time and in the right setting 
 
Position: 
The Illinois Health and Hospital Association provides further advancement of human health and 
makes it more accessible for people in need of health attention to get the necessary help in a 
sanitary and professional environment.  
 
Legislative Priorities 
(Identify 3-5 Legislative Priorities that will be your focus for this organization.) 
1.  Enhance Affordability and Value.       

2.  Reduce Regulatory Burden.  

3.  Advance Health system transformation and Innovation.      

4.  Promote quality and Patient Safety.     

5.  Ensure access to care and Coverage.    
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Lobbyist: Kamil Jamrozik      

Delegation: Stagg High School      

Organization Name: ComEd     

Organization Background: 
With ComEd one of Illinois largest utilities its vision is to supply and give power to people all over 
the state. They want to fix any problems necessary for everyone to have power all over the state of 
Illinois. Comed was founded in the year of 1907 and its headquarters are in Chicago Illinois. 
 
Position: 
The organization legislative position is leadership and values. At ComEd, leadership means integrity, 
forward openness to ideas and good decision making. ComEd has been serving the Northern Illinois 
region for more than 100 years. 100 years shows you the satisfaction of customers using it. 
      
Legislative Priorities 
1. Supply power to all customers    

2. Put all customers first to satisfy and keep happy    

3. Raise personal awareness of electricity benefits    

4. Teach people good saving habits     

5. General corporate giving   

Important Bill Priorities: 
1. RIII-04 Work study to pay college athletes- Pass 

2. RI-25 Gun laws- No pass 

3. RI-31 Tax relief-pass 

4. RII-32 Late start-Pass 

5. RIII-27 Soda tax-No pass
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Lobbyist:   Brad Jaunich       

Delegation:   Stagg     

Organization Name: Voices for Illinois Children      

Organization Background: 
Over the years, Voices for Illinois Children has grown into a powerful and well-respected 
organization. Voices for Illinois Children unites community leaders and people who care 
passionately about children into a statewide network that helps establish new policies and 
implements innovative programs to improve education, health care, and family economics. 
 
Position: 
Voices For Illinois Children lobby for most bills that deal with helping children or families. They have 
had notable success in the last 25 years. They have grown to a network for community leaders that 
advocate multiple bills to help support families. 
 
Legislative Priorities 
(Identify 3-5 Legislative Priorities that will be your focus for this organization.) 
1. Funding for Higher Education, Universities, and Community Colleges      

2. Increase Public Education Spending (K-12)      

3. Mandatory Paid Sick Days      

4. Rejection of Medicaid cuts for Children’s Health Insurance Program      

5. Funding for Rehabilitation of Troubled Youth rather than Incarceration   

Gray - 84



 

 

ILLINOIS YMCA YOUTH AND GOVERNMENT 

LOBBYIST LEGISLATIVE AGENDA 

 

Lobbyist:  Danny Kaminski        

Delegation:  Wheaton North High School  

Organization Name: Gun Violence Prevention PAC (GPAC)      

Organization Background: 
The Gun Violence Prevention Political Action Committee (GPAC) was founded to counter gun 
lobbying in Springfield. Their main objective when founded was to prevent people like Tommy 
Vandenberk, a teenager growing up in the Chicago are from being killed from gun violence. G-PAC 
raises resources to help elect officials that will stand up gun lobby's and who will help pass safe 
gun laws.       
 
Position: 
This group is NOT anti-gun. However, they are in strong favor of checking who has a gun and 
passing strong gun safety legislation. The main purpose of the organization is to reduce death by 
gun fire. The firearm death rate per 100,000 people in Illinois is 9.5, 14th in the country. 4300 
people were shot in Chicago in 2016, 430 of them were killed. While the rate has gone down, the 
number is still high. G-PAC is working to try and reduce gun violence by passing safe gun laws and 
to help pass gun control laws and legislation. 
    
Legislative Priorities 
1. Make sure new Illinois Gun Bill didn't pass.   

2. Make sure every gun user has a background check. 

3. Hold people accountable for people who buy guns. 

4. Put officials in office who will help pass safe gun laws. 

5. Reduce deaths and injuries caused by firearms.
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Lobbyist:  Danyal Khomusi 

Delegation:  Neuqua Valley High School 

Organization Name: Illinois Collaboration of Youth (ICOY) 

Organization Background: 
The Illinois Collaboration of Youth (ICOY) works to protect the youth and their families across the 

state, specifically those in foster care, adoption, and homeless youth. The ICOY is also very 

passionate about the securement of welfare payment needed for children. In collaboration with The 

Chicago Collaboration for the Homeless, the ICOY helped 82% of unaccompanied, homeless youth in 

Illinois move into safe, stable housing. Of these youth, 68% were employed and/or enrolled in 

education at program exit. The ICOY also works to maintain healthy relations between parent and 

child, especially in terms of substance abuse, through the use of healthy conversation and setting 

of expectations. Research shows the youth are up to 50% less likely to use drugs when parents and 

adults have discussions with them about substance use and abuse. 

The ICOY fights to make sure parents are addressing these issues with their children. The ICOY 

merged with the Child Care Association of Illinois (CCAI), “a leading authority on child welfare 

issues” (ICOY About us), to provide greater care for children under welfare. Lately, much like many 

other organizations, the ICOY has been unable to use the full extent of its resources due to a lack 

of funding from the rapidly collapsing Illinois FY16 fund. 

 
Position: 
The Illinois Collaboration of Youth aims to protect all youth and their families “so that children, 
youth and families are safe, healthy, and on the path to maximizing their potential” (ICOY About 
us). The Illinois Collaboration of Youth specifically focuses on the wellbeing of children in adoption 
care, the treatment of children in foster families, and the welfare payments for children. 

Legislative Priorities 

1. Streamlining of Foster Child and Adoption Care 

2. Welfare Crisis Intervention (for children; see “Pay Now Illinois Coalition”) 

3. Protection of Homeless Youth and Children Under Current Foster Parenting 

4. Opposition to Legislators Aiming to Increase Illinois Budget 

5. Opposition to the Denial of Health Care (including mental of unaccompanied minors) 
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Lobbyist:  Katheryn Knutson 

Delegation:   Amos Alonzo Stagg 

Organization Name:  Small Business Advocacy Council  

Organization Background: 
The Small Business Advocacy Council is a nonprofit organization representing over 1000 
businesses in the Chicagoland area. Established in 2010 the SBAC has been supporting small 
business economically and politically.   

-Mission Statement- 
“The SBAC is a non-partisan, member driven organization that promotes the success of small 
business through political advocacy, support services and educational programs”. 

In order to keep a growing and strong economy small business is essential. The success of the 
citizens of America and America as a whole is based on small business. This organization ensures 
the best chance of success for small business. Without this organization small business is fragile 
and Monopoly companies have influence over laws small business could never have. 

“ • The success of small business is a critical component of the nation’s economic well being  
• In order to ensure a fair and level playing field, small business must have a powerful and united 
advocacy voice at the local, state and federal level” 

This organization has invested interest in the betterment of equality for small business. Small 
businesses do not have much of a voice compared to large companies. With the help of this 
organization a business can attain and keep legislation for the betterment of small business and in 
term the economy.  
 
Position: 
The Small Business Advocacy Council wants to do everything to protect small business. Anything 
that affects small business is a priority of SBAC. Making business stronger for small businesses in 
anyway is extremely important, no matter if legislation directly or non-directly affects small 
business.  
 
Legislative Priorities 
1. RII-36  Non-Binary as 3rd Gender      NO PASS  
2. RI-69 Affirmative Action                 PASS  
3. RI-02 percentage of part-time workers           NO PASS 
4. RII-08 sale of animals in pet shops                     NO PASS      
5. RII-21  Equal Pay for women                       NO PASS 
6. RI-25 Gun Laws                   NO PASS     
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Lobbyist: Rahul Koul 

Delegation: Neuqua Valley High School 

Organization Name: Illinois Family Institute 

Organization Background: 
The Illinois Family Institute works to educate and engage the public on issues that impact families 
and the values that make them strong. More than just communication, they combine information 
with the tools necessary for people to effectively make their voices heard by legislators and other 
decision makers in Illinois. The Illinois Family Institute is “promoting marriage, family, life, and 
liberty, in the land of Lincoln”. 
 
Position: 
The New York Times reports that parents have a fundamental right and responsibility to oversee 
the upbringing of their children, and recognize the role of parents as the first and “best teachers” 
of infants and young children and the “primary caregivers” for all minor children. They support state 
and federal efforts to recognize the preeminent role of parents in shaping their children’s lives. 

 
Legislative Priorities 

1. Promotes paternal leave 

2. Opposition towards the marriage penalty as it is an increased tax burden on married couples 

3. Promotes detailed knowledge about abortion in order to better educate parents and allow them 
to make more conscious decisions 

4. Opposition of the legalization and decriminalization of drugs 

5. Promotes parental choice mechanisms that allow parents to choose their child’s government, 
independent, religious, or home schools 

Gray - 88



 

ILLINOIS YMCA YOUTH AND GOVERNMENT 

LOBBYIST LEGISLATIVE AGENDA 

 

Lobbyist:  Sydney Kremer 

Delegation:  BBCHS      

Organization Name: Humane Society 

Organization Background: 
(A concise description of the relevant legislative history that is of concern to this organization and 
the impact it has had in Illinois.  Use facts, data and research.) 
This organization looks out for the overall well being of animals. They have been doing this good 
work for about 100 years. The Humane Society works to give refuge to any animal that doesn’t 
have a place to live. 
 
Position: 
(Summarize the overall legislative position for this organization) 
The Humane Society works hard to provide a safe place for animals. They try to increase awareness 
through fundraising and social events. With the help of the government, the amount of animals 
helped could easily exceed the 100,000 it is already at. This organization has the room to grow 
and become more able to help more animals in need. 
 
Legislative Priorities 
(Identify 3-5 Legislative Priorities that will be your focus for this organization.) 
1. Increase government funding 

2. Pushes for stronger animal cruelty laws 

3. Improve volunteer rates 

4. Increase availability for public appearances
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Lobbyist:  Koralia Kuruklis        

Delegation:   Stagg High School  

Organization Name:  Illinois Education Association       

Organization Background: 
IEA is an association of more than 135,000 members composed of Illinois elementary and 
secondary teachers, higher education faculty and staff, educational support professionals, retired 
educators, and college students preparing to become teachers. The organization currently totaling 
3.2 million teachers and school employees is working to make our public schools better for all 
students. It has benefited Illinois in many ways. For one, the Illinois Political Action Committee for 
Education was created giving public school employees a stronger voice in the political arena. They 
have many more accomplishments.  
 
Position: 
The Illinois Education Association-NEA’s mission is to effect excellence and equity in public 
education and to be the advocacy organization for all public education employees.They work to 
improve the educational system for students and working conditions for educators throughout the 
state by advocating the needs and desires of members to elected officials that affect education 
policy. We are in favor of anything that supports equality and excellence in the public education 
system, improvement in schools, and advocating the needs of members in this system. We are 
opposed to things that do not support equality and excellence in the public education system, and 
anything that discourages the improvement.  
 
Legislative Priorities  
1. Sexual Harassment in the workplace   
2. Racism in the U.S. 
3. Substitute Teacher Shortage  
4. School Funding 
5. Federal Tax Proposal  

 

Important Bill Priorities  
1. RII-03 (community service) - pro  
2. RI-04 (financial aid for art programs) - pro  
3. RII-09 (mandatory mental health class for teachers) - pro  
4. RI-19 (mandatory mental health class for students) - pro  
5. RI-32 (class size) - pro  
6. RII-32 (late start) - pro 
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Lobbyist:  Eddie Lovell 

Delegation:   Stagg high School 

Organization Name:  Illinois Dermatological Society    

Organization Background: 
The Illinois Dermatological Society (IDS) is an organization where members care for patients with 
skin diseases and other conditions throughout the state. It’s dedication to supporting efforts to 
maintain and improve the quality and availability of skin health and treatment of dermatological 
diseases through public education and advocacy have shown great remarks.  
 
Position: 
The IDS is willing to lobby for legislation with clients who want to improve their skin care needs and 
wanting to provide medical skin care help. Members of the organization are trained to find a cure 
or solution to their skin care needs. If IDS is unable to find a solution to the problem, it’ll have to 
conclude to doing anything needed to figure out how to solve the problem of the skin care problem.  
 
Legislative Priorities: 
1. Biosimilar Substitution 

2. Step Therapy Regulation 

3. Hepatitis C Screening 

Important Bill Priorities: 
1. RII-13 - Pharmacy Practicing Act (Pass) 

2. RI-19 - School Health Mandatory Mental Health Unit (Pass) 

3. RII-30 - Illinois Finance (Pass) 

4. RI-61 - Medical Bribery (No Pass) 

5. RIII-23 - Medical Proficiency Exams for Military Personnel (Pass)
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Lobbyist:  Jon Lezon 

Delegation:   Shepard High School 

Agenda not available for printing but copies will be available in Springfield.
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Lobbyist Name:  Katy Madiol 

Delegation:  Wheaton North High School 

Organization Name:  Illinois Coalition Against Sexual Assault     

Organization Background: 
The Illinois Coalition Against Sexual Assault (ICASA) is a not-for-profit corporation of 29 
community-based sexual assault crisis centers working together to end sexual violence. Each center 
provides 24-hour crisis intervention services, counseling and advocacy for victims of sexual assault 
and their significant others. Each center presents prevention education programs in Illinois schools 
and communities. This organization was founded by women's activists in 1977 and ICASA’s funding 
increased from $6 million in 1996 to $13 million in 2000. The increase in funding has allowed 
ICASA member centers to greatly expand services to victims across the state. ICASA consists of 29 
sexual assault crisis centers, which operate 26 full-time satellite offices. Member centers offer 
services in 73 of 102 counties in Illinois. 

 
Position: 
This organization stands to provide comfort and support for victims of sexual assault and works to 
provide counseling and for victims of injustice. 
 
Legislative Priorities 
1. Provide victim centered counseling  

2. Advocacy for public policy that promotes prevention of sexual assault and harassment  

3. Supports victims of sexual assault with counseling and support groups  

4. Activism and prevention education to change social norms 

5. End oppression and promote equality
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Lobbyist Name:  Faith Marinier 

Delegation:  Stagg High School 

 

Agenda not available for printing but copies will be available in Springfield.

Gray - 94



 

ILLINOIS YMCA YOUTH AND GOVERNMENT 

LOBBYIST LEGISLATIVE AGENDA 

 

Lobbyist:  Ally Mikos 

Delegation:  Shepard High School 

Agenda not available for printing but copies will be available in Springfield.
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Lobbyist:  Brody Milling     

Delegation:   Bradley Bourbonnais Community High School 

Organization Name:  Illinois Retail Merchants Association   

Organization Background: 
(A concise description of the relevant legislative history that is of concern to this organization and 
the impact it has had in Illinois.  Use facts, data and research.) 
The Illinois Retail Merchants Association is one of the largest state retail organizations in the 
United States. IRMA serves as the voice of retailing and the business community in state 
government and helps retailers stay informed and save money. 

Position: 
(Summarize the overall legislative position for this organization) 
I believe that in order for businesses to thrive in a market economy and to protect the prices of 
goods from taxation, that the government needs to levy unnecessary taxes on the consumer goods 
so that retailers can continue to make profit and consumers are still able to afford goods. This 
applies to all sectors of the retail industry from healthcare to alcohol. 
 
Legislative Priorities 
(Identify 3-5 Legislative Priorities that will be your focus for this organization.) 
1. Anti-taxation on goods in businesses 
2. anti government intervention and retail bullying 
3. Private sector health care
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Lobbyist:  Lily Minet 

Delegation:  Shepard High School 

Agenda was not available for print; copies will be available in Springfield 
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Lobbyist:  Donna Mulchrone 

Delegation:   Amos Alonzo Stagg   

Organization Name:  Misericordia    

Organization Background: 
(A concise description of the relevant legislative history that is of concern to this organization and 
the impact it has had in Illinois.  Use facts, data and research.) 
Misericordia is a community that provides help to the intellectually and physically disabled. It is a 
non-profit organization that uses donations and affiliations with legislators to care for the 
disabled. They rely on the Illinois Department of Human Services, the Illinois Department of 
Healthcare and Family Services, the Department of Children and Family Services and the Illinois 
State Board of Education to give the disabled community a greater quality of life.  
 
Position: 
(Summarize the overall legislative position for this organization) 
Misericordia makes it their job to care for the mentally and physically disabled by providing them 
with the tools they need to live a fulfilling, normal life. 
 
Legislative Priorities 
(Identify 3-5 Legislative Priorities that will be your focus for this organization.) 
1. Provide residential opportunities     

2. Give training and assistance to the disabled 

3. Employ mentally/physically disabled    

4. Maximize the disabled’s independence, and self-determination 

5. Foster those living with disabilities by respect, and dignity   

Important Bill Priorities 

1. RI-24 - Employment Applications - PASS 

2. RI-61 - Medical Bribery - PASS
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Lobbyist:  Bart Nowobilski       

Delegation:  Amos Alonzo Stagg      

Organization Name:  Small Business Advocacy Council (SBAC)      

Organization Background: 
(A concise description of the relevant legislative history that is of concern to this organization and 
the impact it has had in Illinois.  Use facts, data and research.) 
The SBAC is a non-partisan, member driven organization empowering small businesses through 
advocacy, networking, educational programs and exclusive benefits. SBAC was established in 2010 
and the SBAC represent over 1000 businesses in the Chicagoland area. One current topic that many 
people may have heard of that SBAC is dealing with is net neutrality. The presence of strong net 
neutrality rules ensures that businesses don’t have to worry about a customer’s ISP blocking or 
slowing the customer access to the business's’ site. The SBAC lobbies for small-business friendly 
agendas in State Legislator. SBAC in legislator has worked to reduce government regulations that 
hurt small businesses in Illinois. 
 
Position: 
(Summarize the overall legislative position for this organization) 
The Small Business Advocacy Council lobbies in favor of small business friendly agendas and gives a 
voice to small businesses at a federal and state level which ensures a fair and level playing field.  
 
Legislative Priorities 
(Identify 3-5 Legislative Priorities that will be your focus for this organization.) 
1. Lowering LLC fees- The LLC (limited liability company)  filing fees are among the highest in the 

nation     

2. Term limits on leadership -supports limiting a person's total service in office of  Speaker of the 
House of Representatives.    

3. protecting net neutrality-  the presence of strong net neutrality rules ensures that businesses 
don’t have worry about a customer’s ISP blocking or slowing the customer access to the 
business's’ site 

4. campaign to end budget impasse- The SBAC is working so their politicians won’t pass a budget.      

5. worker compensation-lowering the cost of procuring workers compensation insurance.
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Lobbyist:  Tyler Pici-Ludwig 

Delegation:  Shepard High School 

Agenda was not available for printing; copies will be available in Springfield. 
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Lobbyist:  Beth Polk 

Delegation:   Stagg High School    

Organization Name:  The Humane Society of the United States  

Organization Background: 
The Humane Society of the United States works to create a humane world for people and animals 
alike by trying to drive a transformational change in the U.S. and around the world by combating 
large-scale cruelties such as puppy mills, animal fighting, factory farming, seal slaughter, horse 
cruelty, captive hunts and the wildlife trade. It is the nation’s most effective animal protection 
organization and rescues over 100,000 animals per year, creating a monumental change since 
1954. They’ve cleared nearly 70% of all dog fighting and are nearing 100% of all animal testing or 
cosmetic testing. They avidly work to not only protect our household pets, but also protect the 
smallest farm animals to the biggest sea creatures, with one of their biggest programs dedicated to 
whale conservation. To date, they have fought and eradicated 30% off US offshore whaling, and are 
advocating for those in captivity. They have several other programs in their name for the continual 
care of animals big and small such as sanctuaries, vet offices, and care centers. In the United 
States and all around the world, the HSUS is leading the way to a better future for animals.  
www.thehumanesociety.org 
 
Position: 
The HSUS works to pass legislation to combat animal cruelty, protect both pets and wildlife/provide 
them medical care, and lastly find homes for adoptable animals. 
 
Legislative Priorities 
1. RII-08 - Sale of Animals in Pet Shops - PASS 

2. RII-43 - Pet Adoption - PASS 

3. RIII-20 - Banning Sale of Animals from Mills - PASS 

4. RII-25 - Animal Welfare - PASS 

5. RI-88 - Stray Dogs and Cats - PASS
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Lobbyist:   Govind Prabhakar        

Delegation:   Adlai E. Stevenson High School       

Organization Name:  American Civil Liberties Union      

Organization Background: 
The American Civil Liberties Union is a non-profit organisation has had a long history to defending 
the rights of Illinoisans since 1929. They have supported bills addressing a number of issues, such 
as abortion rights, civil forfeiture, and police accountability. Out of the organisation’s 1.75 million 
members nationwide, heir Illinois branch has over 65,000 members with a staff of 37 attorneys. 
The ACLU has historically taken radical stances, such as defending the right of Neo-Nazis to march 
in Skokie in 1978, as part of the constitutional right to free speech as guaranteed by the First 
Amendment. Since then, they have supported legislation aimed at protecting reproductive rights, 
advocacy against HIV, and criminal justice reform. Thus, the ACLU is dedicated to protecting the 
constitutional rights and civil liberties for all Illinoisans. 
 
Position: 
Generally, the ACLU has a liberal bias, supporting such positions as affirmative action, abortion 
rights, LGBT rights, and rights for immigrants. They are also opposed to and fight against racial 
discrimination, the death penalty, government surveillance, and campaign finance laws. However, 
they do have some more conservative positions, such as supporting gun rights, the right to fly the 
Confederate flag, and some controversial aspects of free speech. Their main focus, is protecting the 
rights of all citizens, which they enjoy by the Constitution.  
 
Legislative Priorities 
(Identify 3-5 Legislative Priorities that will be your focus for this organization.) 
1. Campaign finance reform 

2. Criminal law reform      

3. Prisoners’ rights    

4. Voting rights      

5. Abortion rights     
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Lobbyist:  Delaney Quick  

Delegation:   Bradley-Bourbonnais Community High School    

Organization Name:  Illinois Retail Merchants Association  

Organization Background: 
(A concise description of the relevant legislative history that is of concern to this organization and 
the impact it has had in Illinois.  Use facts, data and research.) 
This organization is dedicated to helping and protecting the retail industry in Chicago. Some of 
their achievements include them preserving the vendor collection allowance, which allows collectors 
and remitter’s of state’s sales tax to keep 1.75% of the amount collected as a fee for tax collection 
service. IRMA has prevented the attempt to decrease or eliminate this fee every year. This is just 
one of the many achievements they have accomplished. IRMA closely monitors legislative and 
regulatory activity, voicing opposition to anti-business proposals and supporting business friendly 
initiatives  in the Capitol, Chicago City Hall, Cook County Board Chambers, and regulatory agencies 
across the state.  
 
Position: 
(Summarize the overall legislative position for this organization) 
I believe that in order for businesses to thrive in a market economy and to protect the prices of 
goods from taxation, that the government needs to levy unnecessary taxes on the consumer goods 
so that retailers can continue to make profit and consumers are still able to afford goods. This 
applies to all sectors of the retail industry from healthcare to alcohol.  
 
Legislative Priorities 
(Identify 3-5 Legislative Priorities that will be your focus for this organization.) 
1. Anti-taxation on goods in businesses 

2. Anti government intervention and retail bullying 

3. Private sector healthcare 
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Lobbyist:  Jesse Quiroz 

Delegation: BBCHS 

Organization Name:  Gun Violence Prevention PAC 

Organization Background: 
(A concise description of the relevant legislative history that is of concern to this organization and 
the impact it has had in Illinois. Use facts, data and research.) 
The Gun Violence Prevention PAC is a PAC that endorses candidates that intend on tightening gun 
laws and keeping people safe. One of the main things the Gun Violence Prevention PAC has been 
able to do is stopping a bill that will legalize the use of suppressors with conceal carried weapons. 

 
Position: 
(Summarize the overall legislative position for this organization) 
The GPAC works to decrease the amount of deaths and injuries that occur because of gun violence 
in Illinois. They in turn work to keeping gun away from criminals and the mentally ill. 

Legislative Priorities 
(Identify 3-5 Legislative Priorities that will be your focus for this organization.) 

1. Advocate for stricter laws regarding ownership of firearms 

2. Support bills that add more regulation to the acquiring and maintaining of gun licenses 

3. Support mental health services 

4. Back bills that mandate education on guns
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Lobbyist:  Zachary Randazzo       

Delegation:   BBCHS      

Organization Name: Rock Island Clean Line Energy       

Organization Background: 
(A concise description of the relevant legislative history that is of concern to this organization and 
the impact it has had in Illinois.  Use facts, data and research.) 
Clean Line Energy aims to deliver clean and renewable energy to areas in high demand of clean 
energy. By building the overhead voltage line to deliver the energy to Illinois and other eastern 
states, the construction and management of the line creates 5,000 construction jobs and 500+ 
permanent management jobs. The voltage line will cause an increase in tax revenue in Illinois and 
others and power more than 1.4 millions homes in the Midwest. 
 
Position: 
(Summarize the overall legislative position for this organization) 
Rock Island Clean Line Energy plans to deliver clean renewable energy to millions of Midwestern 
homes while providing jobs and an increase in tax revenue.  
 
Legislative Priorities 
(Identify 3-5 Legislative Priorities that will be your focus for this organization.) 

1. Power will be delivered to 1.4 million homes per year       

2. Reduces CO2 pollution by 9 million tons per year     

3. Creates 5,000 construction jobs and 500+ permanent management jobs.       

4. Saves over 3.5 billion gallons of water per year      

5. Construction and management of the line will cause an increase in tax revenue     
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Lobbyist: Philip Scarim       

Delegation: Stagg High School     

Organization Name: American Civil Liberties Union      

Organization Background: 
The ACLU’s mission is to protect and enhance the civil rights and liberties for the people of Illinois 
through support of comprehensive and inclusive reform.  The ACLU stands as a barrier between the 
people and and the attacks on fundamental rights.  Across the country and in the state of Illinois, 
ACLU has aided in passing legislation which expanded the protection of individual rights and 
liberties.  In 2017 alone, ACLU lobbied for and helped pass House Bills 40 and 303 into law.  HB 40 
ensures access to abortion coverage, regardless of the woman’s insurance plan.  HB 303 closed the 
civil forfeiture of property incentive loophole for local law enforcement agencies.  These leaps of 
social liberties in Illinois are in part thanks to the great lobbying work done by the ACLU. 
(https://www.aclu-il.org/)     
 
Position: 
The ACLU of Illinois will support any bill that furthers or incorporates protections of the rights of 
families, women, children, and all citizens of Illinois. This includes but is not limited to; prisoner’s 
rights, surveillance rights, expanded birth control access, and workers rights.   
 
Legislative Priorities: 
1. Bill RII-19 - Protection of Genetic Information (Support) 

2. Bill RI-36 - Required Family Leave (Support) 

3. Bill RII-13 - Pharmacy Practice Act (Support) 

4. Bill RIII-30 - Legal Abortion Age 15 (Support) 

5. Bill RI-02 - Cap on Part Time Workers (Oppose) 

6. Bill RI-22 - Mandatory Photo ID (Oppose) 

7. Bill RI-49 - Public Aid (Oppose)
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Lobbyist:  Allison Skly  

Delegation:  Amos Alonzo Stagg  

Organization Name: Illinois Coalition Against Sexual Assault  

Organization Background: 
(A concise description of the relevant legislative history that is of concern to this organization and 
the impact it has had in Illinois.  Use facts, data and research.) 
The Illinois Coalition Against Sexual Assault (ICASA) is a not-for-profit corporation of 29 
community-based sexual assault crisis centers working together to end sexual violence. Each center 
provides 24-hour crisis intervention services, counseling and advocacy for victims of sexual assault 
and their significant others. Each center presents prevention education programs in Illinois schools 
and communities. 
 
Position: 
(Summarize the overall legislative position for this organization) 
The Illinois Coalition Against Sexual Assault unites the services and resources of rape crisis centers 
statewide. ICASA alleviates the suffering of sexual assault survivors and builds safe, just 
communities. 
 
Legislative Priorities 
(Identify 3-5 Legislative Priorities that will be your focus for this organization.) 
1.  RIII-30 - Legal Age to Get Abortion - PASS 

2.  RI-40 - Probation Laws for Sex Offenders - PASS 

3.  RII-33 - Falsifying Rape Accusations - PASS

Gray - 107



 

 

 

ILLINOIS YMCA YOUTH AND GOVERNMENT 

LOBBYIST LEGISLATIVE AGENDA 

 

Lobbyist:  Sara Slodyczka      

Delegation:   Amos Alonzo Stagg 

Organization Name:  One Hope United 

Organization Background: 
(A concise description of the relevant legislative history that is of concern to this organization and 
the impact it has had in Illinois.  Use facts, data and research.) 
One Hope United increases opportunities for children and families by providing quality solutions 
that enhance lives, communities and futures. For every child and family , life without limits. 
 
Position: 
(Summarize the overall legislative position for this organization) 
OHU’s Early Learning and Child Development centers are dedicated to educating, nourishing, and 
empowering young children and families. Their 12 Child development centers throughout the 
Chicagoland area serve more than 2,100 children and meet all goals for social, emotional, cognitive, 
language and physical development. All of they’re eligible centers are accredited or undergoing 
accreditation by the National Association for the Education of Young Children ; a distinction held by 
only 6% of centers in the country.  
 
Legislative Priorities 
(Identify 3-5 Legislative Priorities that will be your focus for this organization.) 
1. Bring our presence, passion, and ideas to every interaction, and we respect differing views and 

backgrounds so that others can do the same. (RI-44) Supporting Family Support Demonstration 
Project. 

2. Encourage each other toward greater impact, treating everyone with dignity and respect. (RII-
33) fights for respect of all genders and of known knowledge.  

3. Advocate for those in need and do what it takes to build a better future for all. (RII-05) 

4. Leverage all our resources and make data-informed decisions for maximum, sustainable results. 
(RI-57) Fighting for Rights and remedies under corrections . 

5. Embrace change, take prudent risks, learn from failure, and recognize success.  (RII-23) pass 
for child abuse making it a failure
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Lobbyist:   Amelia Szczerba   

Delegation:        Stagg 

Organization Name:    Veterans of Foreign Wars  

Organization Background: 
(A concise description of the relevant legislative history that is of concern to this organization and 
the impact it has had in Illinois.  Use facts, data and research.) 
We trace our roots back to 1899 when veterans of the Spanish-American War (1898) and the 
Philippine Insurrection (1899-1902) founded local organizations to secure rights and benefits for 
their services. This allowed many veterans to recovery from war and to get situated back into their 
old lifestyle. Membership consists of armed-forces veterans who, as United States Army soldiers, 
United States Navy sailors, United States Marines, United States Coast Guard sailors, and/or 
United States Air Force airmen, served the U.S. in wars, campaigns, and expeditions on foreign soil 
or hostile waters. 
      
Position: 
(Summarize the overall legislative position for this organization) 
The purpose of the VFW is to speed rehabilitation of the nation’s disabled and needy veterans, 
assist veterans’ widows and orphans and the dependents of needy or disabled veterans, and 
promote Americanism by means of education in patriotism and by constructive service to local 
communities. The organization maintains both its legislative service and central office of its 
national rehabilitation service in Washington. 
 
Legislative Priorities 
(Identify 3-5 Legislative Priorities that will be your focus for this organization.) 
1. Ensures that the veterans are respected. 
2. Always receive their earned entitlements. 
3. Are recognized for the sacrifices they have made for our country. 
4. Made sure they are cared for. 
5. Secure the rights and benefits of the soldiers. 
 

Important Bill Priorities: 
 
1. RI-02 (Percentage of Part Time Workers): Against 
2. RI-15 (College Tuition): For 
3. RI-24 (Employment Applications): For 
4. RI-34 (Incentivising Self Defense and Safety Physical Education Classes): For 
5. RI-39 (Minimum wage Based on Age): Against
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Lobbyist:  Jesse Tadeo       

Delegation:  Stagg High School       

Organization Name: Exelon Corporation       

Organization Background: 
Exelon is a FORTUNE 100 company that works in every stage of the energy business: power 
generation, competitive energy sales, transmission and delivery. As the nation’s leading competitive 
energy provider, Exelon does business in 48 states, D.C., and Canada and had 2016 revenues of 
$31.4 billion. It employs approximately 34,000 people nationwide. The corporation relies on 
legislation to support its nuclear energy programs in Illinois, those of which also work to meet the 
state’s clean energy goals. 
      
Position: 
Exelon Corporation believes that reliable, clean, and affordable energy is essential to a brighter, 
more sustainable future. That is why Exelon Corporation is committed to providing innovation, 
best-in-class performance and thought leadership to help drive progress for their customers and 
communities. 
      
Legislative Priorities 
1. RI-28 Tax Deductions for Companies: Pro  

2. RI-76 Energy and Education: Con 

3. RI-17 Illinois Nuclear Facility Safety Act: Pro 

4. RI-31 Tax Relief: Pro 

5. RI-20 Wind Turbines: Con
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Lobbyist:  Trent Tiberi 

Delegation:  Wheaton North High School 

Organization Name: Catholic Conferences of Illinois 

Organization Background: 
(A concise description of the relevant legislative history that is of concern to this organization and 
the impact it has had in Illinois.  Use facts, data and research.) 
The Catholic Conference of Illinois was created in 1969 to serve as the public policy voice of the 
Illinois bishops and lay Catholics. It interacts with the state legislature, the governor’s office and all 
elements of state government to promote and defend the interests of the Church. The CCI (another 
name for it) has implemented things such as walks for life. The CCI has also done things to protect 
Priests and their work with god. 
 
Position: 
(Summarize the overall legislative position for this organization) 
The overall position of this organization is Republican/Conservative. It aims to achieve goals that 
more likely than not republicans would like to accomplish. One of these things is a hot topic, 
abortion. The CCI is a very Pro-Life organization and wishes to get rid of it. 
 
Legislative Priorities 
(Identify 3-5 Legislative Priorities that will be your focus for this organization.) 

1. Improving Education  

2. Social Services 

3. Strengthening Man to Woman Marriage  

4. Reduce then abolish abortion 

5. Advocates on behalf of Catholic properties 
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Lobbyist:  Jada Tomes      

Delegation:   Stagg High School 

Organization Name:  Teach For America 

Organization Background: 
Teach For America is a diverse network of leaders who confront educational inequity through 
teaching, and spread educational opportunities for both the students and teachers. They recruit 
diverse leaders who have demonstrated evidence of the values and leadership necessary to expand 
opportunity for children. Teach of America also develop the skills necessary for systems change 
through classroom teaching. It’s located in 53 regions, there are over 55,000 corps members and 
alumni, and the program has been in existent and striving for 27 years! Millions of students have 
reached out and grew as a human, leader, and even teacher. 
 
Position: 
This organization is committed to expanding opportunity for children by effecting profound 
systemic change. They develop and support a diverse network of leaders from classrooms, schools, 
and every sector and field in order to shape the broader system in which schools operate. 
 
Legislative Priorities: 
1. To provide scholarships and grants to students for college and teachers in the work field who 

are struggling 

2. To strengthen leadership for students to grow has a human and have excellent potential for 
college and future careers along the line 

3. Passage of the DREAM Act  

4. Pathways to citizenship for individuals brought to the United States as children. 

5. Reauthorization of a Higher Education Act that expands access for qualified low-income 
Americans to demonstrably high-value colleges     

 

Important Bills: 

1. RI-04- Pass  2. RII-09- Pass 3. RI-05- Pass 
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2.  

ILLINOIS YMCA YOUTH AND GOVERNMENT 

LOBBYIST LEGISLATIVE AGENDA 

 

Lobbyist:  John Tylka  

Delegation:   Amos Alonzo Stagg 

Organization Name:  Teach for America  

Organization Background: 
The Teach for America organization has been part of the movement committed to giving all 
students access to an excellent education.  Through this commitment, recent studies have shown 
their accomplishments.  For example, a study has found that corps members working in elementary 
grades with an average of 1.7 years teaching experience perform just as well as other teachers in 
the same schools who have an average of 13.6 years of experience.  Also, in 2013 a study has 
found that corps members who taught secondary math boosted student learning by an equivalent 
of 2.6 months of additional learning when compared to other teachers in the same schools. 
https://www.teachforamerica.org/about-us/our-values 
 
Position: 
The Teach for America organization is committed to expanding opportunity for children by effecting 
profound systemic change. Find, develop, and support a diverse network of leaders from 
classrooms, schools, and every sector and field in order to shape the broader system in which 
schools operate. 
 
Legislative Priorities: 
1. A legislative priority I am for is to find promising leaders for this organization.  

2. I am for leaders in teaching to develop an impact through a low income community. 

3. I am in support of a thriving alumni network to expand opportunity for all 

Important Bill Priorities: 

1. RI-04 (Financial Aid for School Art): Pass 

2. RIII-04 (Work Study Pay to College Athletes): Pass 

3. RII-20 (Cultural Graduation Requirement): No Pass 

4. RII-22 (Nutrition): No Pass 

5. RI-25 (Gun Laws): Pass 
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ILLINOIS YMCA YOUTH AND GOVERNMENT 

LOBBYIST LEGISLATIVE AGENDA 

 

Lobbyist:   Andrew Villalobos       

Delegation:   Amos Alonzo Stagg 

Organization Name:  Illinois Trial Lawyers Association  

Organization Background: 
(A concise description of the relevant legislative history that is of concern to this organization and 
the impact it has had in Illinois.  Use facts, data and research.) 
The Illinois Trial Lawyers Association (ITLA) has helped pass many laws which benefit those who 
have been wronged by others. Their mission is to see to it that those who harm consumers, other 
individuals, or even their own employees, are held accountable.  
 
Position: 
(Summarize the overall legislative position for this organization) 
The ITLA mainly advocates for a strong civil justice system and wants justice for those who have 
been unjustly injured on the job, or neglected by the corporations they work for. They also advocate 
for the protection of the environment, medical malpractice, consumer safety, worker’s 
compensation, and personal injury.   
 
Legislative Priorities 
(Identify 3-5 Legislative Priorities that will be your focus for this organization.) 
1. Strengthening of the civil justice system [Against (RI-25) which fights for tougher gun laws, 

infringing on the 2nd amendment] [For bill (RII-33) protecting men for false rape accusations] 
[Supports bill (RI-79) which requires more frequent and more rigorous training]   

2. Strengthening regulations on products [ Against bill (RII-13) which allows for pharmacists to 
write prescriptions for oral contraceptives and hormones] 

3. Protecting the falsely accused  [for bill (RII-33) which protects men from false rape 
accusations]
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ILLINOIS YMCA YOUTH AND GOVERNMENT 

LOBBYIST LEGISLATIVE AGENDA 

 

Lobbyist:   Gabrielle Wagner       

Delegation:   BBCHS     

Organization Name:  Illinois Health Care Association  

Organization Background: 
A basic human right is to have accessible quality health care. IHCA diligently monitors legislative 
activities going on both in Illinois and at the federal level, working to support or oppose legislation 
as needed in order to promote long term care interests. 
 
Position: Support  
 
Legislative Priorities 
(Identify 3-5 Legislative Priorities that will be your focus for this organization.) 
1. Critical Health Problems and Comprehensive Health Education Act        

2. Nutrition       

3. Assisted Suicide       

4. Health and Safety    

5. Dietary Surcharges      
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6.  

ILLINOIS YMCA YOUTH AND GOVERNMENT 

LOBBYIST LEGISLATIVE AGENDA 

 

Lobbyist:  Demi Wojdula  

Delegation:   Amos Alonzo Stagg High School  

Organization Name: Ann & Robert H. Lurie Hospital of Chicago  

Organization Background: 
Lurie Children’s Hospital provides care for children whose parents do not have access to affordable 
health care benefits. Approximately 200,000 children in Illinois do not have basic health insurance. 
Almost half of the children in Lurie’s Hospital are funded by the Medicaid program, which has failed 
to pay about $125 million to the state of Illinois. The foundation is a charitable 501(c)(3) tax-
exempt organization, which means the nonprofit organization is exempt from taxes for its 
charitable purposes; through which all gifts benefit the hospital. Lurie Children’s Hospital gives 
children the opportunity to speak their mind about their treatments and the hospital itself through 
the Kids Advisory Board.   
 
Position: 
The Ann & Robert H. Lurie Hospital of Chicago works to provide children and their families with 
affordable healthcare by offering assistance with applying for Medicaid, and lowered cost on 
treatments for children.  
 
Legislative Priorities 
1. RII-19 Protection of Genetic Information PASS 

2. RIII-10 Mandating the Maximum Cost of Epipens PASS 

3. RI-33 Mental Health and Developmental Disabilities PASS 

4. RIII-12 Euthanasia PASS
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ILLINOIS YMCA YOUTH AND GOVERNMENT 

LOBBYIST LEGISLATIVE AGENDA 

 

Lobbyist:  Dylan Wolf 

Delegation:   Stagg 

Organization Name:  ARC of Illinois 

Organization Background: 
(A concise description of the relevant legislative history that is of concern to this organization and 
the impact it has had in Illinois.  Use facts, data and research.) 
They have advocated for the rights of the disabled and to support their integration into society, as 
well as provide them with social and developmental services. 
 
Position: 
(Summarize the overall legislative position for this organization) 
To advocate for the education rights to those who cannot advocate for themselves - the mentally 
handicapped.  They encourage and help the handicapped to participate in society and feel included. 
 
Legislative Priorities 
(Identify 3-5 Legislative Priorities that will be your focus for this organization.) 
1. To prevent the state from closing State Developmental Centers. 

2. To prevent the disabled from being wrongly found ineligible for Medicaid and other government 
benefits 

3. To increase the wages of Direct Care Professionals 

4. To shorten the amount of time the developmentally and intellectually disabled have to wait in 
the ER for a diagnosis and treatment options. 

5.  

BILL RII-09 PASS 

BILL RII-11 PASS 

BILL RII-18 PASS
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ILLINOIS YMCA YOUTH AND GOVERNMENT 

LOBBYIST LEGISLATIVE AGENDA 

 

Lobbyist:      Danny Zatos 

Delegation: Addison Trail High School  

Organization Name: Sierra Club  

Organization Background: 

Founded by conservationist John Muir in 1892, it is the nation's largest and most influential 
grassroots environmental organization. Their success ranges from protecting  millions  of acres of 
wilderness to helping the Clean Air Act, Clean Water Act, and the Endangered Species Act. 

 

Position: 
To explore, enjoy, and protect the wild places on Earth. 

To practice and promote the responsible use of Earth's ecosystems and resources. 

To educate ad enlist humanity to protect and restore the quality of the natural and human 
environment. 

Move away from the dirty fossil fuels that cause climate disruption and toward a clean energy 
economy. 

Legislative Priorities 

1. Climate 

2. Clean and Renewable Energy 

3. Public Transit 

4. Public Space Park and Land Conservation 

5. Renewable resources.
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1.  
ILLINOIS YMCA YOUTH AND GOVERNMENT 

LOBBYIST LEGISLATIVE AGENDA 

 

Lobbyist:  James Zatos     

Delegation:  Addison Trail 

Organization Name: Club For Growth  

Organization Background: 
The Club for Growth is a national network of over 100,000 pro-growth, limited government 
Americans who share in the belief that prosperity and opportunity come from economic freedom.   
 
Position: 
Smaller government, less taxes, fiscally conservative spending, and environmental deregulation. 
 
Legislative Priorities 
(Identify 3-5 Legislative Priorities that will be your focus for this organization.) 
1. Reducing income taxes and repealing death tax 

2. The full repeal of Obamacare and the end of abusive lawsuits through medical reform. 

3. Reduce size of the federal government. 

4. Cutting government spending and passing Balanced Budget Economy.
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ILLINOIS YMCA YOUTH AND GOVERNMENT 

LOBBYIST LEGISLATIVE AGENDA 

 

Lobbyist:   Wiktoria Zawadzka        

Delegation:   Amos Alonzo Stagg High School  

Organization Name:  Illinois Association for Marriage & Family Therapy       

Organization Background: 
The AAMFT has two primary goals. The first being maintaining the wellbeing of the families in 
Illinois. Second, promoting the profession of marriage and family therapists in the state. The 
association advocates for licensed marriage and family therapists, and they provide high quality 
education through their conference and their Professional Development Series. Their websites 
provides member’s stories and experiences with the organization, and a way to provide donations 
for non-education purposes.   
 
Position: 
The Illinois Association for Marriage and Family Therapy’s main goal is to maintain the wellbeing of 
families in Illinois. Therapists which are part of the association work with families to treats issues 
such as abuse, or intense conflict. Controlling the marriage of the parents can halt intervention 
with family therapy. Also taking better care of children from broken homes can increase chances of 
children coming out of the situation well.  
 
Legislative Priorities 
1. RII-23, Child Abuse; pro        

2.  RI-26, Legal Age of Marriage; pro    

3.  RI-33, Mental Health and Developmental Disabilities; pro  

4.   RI-44, Family Support Demonstration Project; drug testing for foster parents; pro
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ILLINOIS YMCA YOUTH AND GOVERNMENT 

LOBBYIST LEGISLATIVE AGENDA 

 

Lobbyist:  Wojciech Zawislan  

Delegation:   Stagg 

Organization Name: Goldman Sachs     

Organization Background: 
(A concise description of the relevant legislative history that is of concern to this organization and 
the impact it has had in Illinois.  Use facts, data and research.) 
Goldman Sachs is a leading global investment banking, securities and investment management firm 
that has provided its diverse clients, ranging from regular individuals to governments and 
corporation, with its financial services for decades.  
 
Position: 
(Summarize the overall legislative position for this organization) 
Goldman Sachs’ holds a legislative position where it pushes to advocate economic development. The 
Bank wishes for a more flourishing economy with more chances for new businesses to emerge. 
Goldman is trying to help small businesses by giving them many investments to help entrepreneurs 
create jobs and economic opportunity by providing greater access to education, capital and 
business support services. This program is Goldman Sachs 10,000 small businesses.   
 
Legislative Priorities 
(Identify 3-5 Legislative Priorities that will be your focus for this organization.) 
1. RI-28 Tax Deduction for companies Pro 

2. RI-51 State Finance Pro 

3. RII-27 Tips and Minimum Wage Anti 

4. RI-30 Illinois Finance Pro 

5. RI-02 Part time workers Anti 

Gray - 121



Gray - 122



 

ILLINOIS YMCA YOUTH AND GOVERNMENT  
SPRINGFIELD ASSEMBLY 

 
 

 

 

LEGISLATIVE ASSISTANTS 

STATE ISSUES FORUM 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

GRAY FORUM 

Gray - 123



LA STATE ISSUES FORUM

ILLINOIS YMCA YOUTH and GOVERNMENT
SPRINGFIELD ASSEMBLY
GRAY

Last NameFirst Name Delegation Forum Topic Forum Group

Patricia Agnes1 17Neuqua Valley High School ALA Senate

Avery Allen2 17Williamsville High School BBill Flow

Niko Balderas3 6Andrew High School ALA House

Jack Barrett4 14Carl Sandburg High School ABill Flow

Campbell Brown5 11Stagg High School BLA House

Quinlan Carrell6 8Bradley-Bourbonnais Communit ALA House

Elizabeth Chang7 3Neuqua Valley High School BLA House

Brendan DalCanton8 17Bradley-Bourbonnais Communit BLA House

Abel Eettickal9 12Neuqua Valley High School BLA Senate

Randy Garcia10 Aspira Business and Finance BBill Flow

Abby Geoffrey11 6Bradley-Bourbonnais Communit BLA Senate

Ben Gibbas12 17Metea Valley High School BLA Senate

Charlie Hagan13 13Carterville High School ABill Flow

Connor Hall14 12Stagg High School ALA House

Chloe Handy15 9Bradley-Bourbonnais Communit ALA Senate

Henry Hong16 17Waubonsie Valley High School ABill Flow

Emma Hoskins17 1Bradley-Bourbonnais Communit ALA House

Namish Kaistha18 16Neuqua Valley High School AClerk House

Grant Kelly19 14Bradley-Bourbonnais Communit ALA Senate

Arnav Khanna20 6Waubonsie Valley High School ABill Flow

Kenzie Kirk21 12Gateway Region YMCA ASec. Senate

Giorgia Kolokythas22 5Bradley-Bourbonnais Communit BLA House

Benjamin Konvalinka23 5Carterville High School BSec. Senate

Ashley Koontz24 5Williamsville High School BBill Flow

Gillian Lemons25 8Sesser-Valier High School BClerk House

Jill Magafas26 8Stagg High School ALA Senate
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Last NameFirst Name Delegation Forum Topic Forum Group

Jennifer Maimon27 5Neuqua Valley High School ASgt. Senate

Sonu Manoharan28 17Waubonsie Valley High School BLA House

Dominic Menendez29 6Williamsville High School ASgt. House

Abbey Morrical30 4Bradley-Bourbonnais Communit ALA House

Claire Mueller31 11Wheaton North High School ALA House

Srikamal Munukutla32 Waubonsie Valley High School BLA Senate

Katelyn Pierandozzi33 8Bradley-Bourbonnais Communit BLA Senate

Sophia Pinski34 8Bradley-Bourbonnais Communit BLA House

Carson Prost35 6Mt. Vernon Township BSgt. Senate

Maggie Reed36 14Gateway Region YMCA BBill Flow

Aidan Roach37 8Stagg High School ALA House

Karolina Rozanski38 17Stagg High School BLA Senate

Tom Schramer39 Kishwaukee YMCA BBill Flow

Christina Sedorook40 5Andrew High School ALA Senate

Leonardo Serdar41 1Carl Sandburg High School ABill Flow

Isabelle Staron42 8Wheaton North High School ALA Senate

Radha Thakrar43 8Neuqua Valley High School ALA House

Ryan Thomason44 6Stagg High School ALA Senate

Landon Williams45 2Waubonsie Valley High School BSgt. House
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Illinois YMCA Youth and Government 
State Affairs Forum Proposal  

 
2017-2018 

 
 
 

Proposal Author: Patricia Agnes  

Delegation: Neuqua Valley High School 

Proposal Topic: Gun Violence in Illinois 

Position Statement: Illinois, a state that has enforced many strict gun control laws, has yet to solve 

the routinely high and spiking numbers of gun violence incidents. Delving into the root of these 

incidents— the people themselves— can be the only promising solution. The poverty levels and lack 

of proper education in the Chicagoland area has a direct correlation to the high crime rate unique 

to Chicago. As a result of this bill, we guide the next generation away from the path leading to 

criminal and homicidal activity. 

Proposal: 

 
1. Cook County’s Firearm Tax Ordinance that requires a $25.00 tax for each firearm purchase to 

be entirely allocated to the budget of the most impoverished chicago public school districts (as 
assessed by the Illinois Board of Education). 

 

2. Prioritize academic needs, such as new textbooks and technology, but ensure a portion of the 
given money is used to fund involved extracurriculars such as the fine arts to support beneficial 
and time-consuming hobbies for students, further preventing criminal activity/hobbies. 

 

3. Enforce mandatory training for teachers in Chicago public schools to be educated in mental 
health related issues, as outlined by the NAMI’s (National Alliance on Mental Illness) “Parent 
and Teachers as Allies” program. 

 

4. Limit the exchange or exposure of guns to the youth by including a segment addressing the 
effects of gun exposure on children in already existing parent curriculum night/conferences for 
Chicago public schools. 

 
Expected Results: 
By enforcing this bill, the amount of impoverished Chicago individuals that go on to a path of illegal 
and criminal activity will substantially decrease. This bill encourages an initiative to steer the youth 
into a path of education and dedication, rather than criminal tendencies due to a failing education 
system and lack of opportunities. By enhancing this education environment in the Chicagoland area 
as outlined in the proposal, this pattern of uniquely high gun violence incidents can be broken. 
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Illinois YMCA Youth and Government 
State Affairs Forum Proposal  

 
2017-2018 

Proposal Author:    Avery Allen 

Delegation:  Williamsville      

Proposal Topic:   A tax break or buy back program on handguns and semi 

autonatic weapons is the best way for Illinois to decrease the amount of gun related 

violence in the state.   

Position Statement:  Gun related deaths occur too often in Illinois and we need to look into 

new ways of preventing these deaths. Tax cut or gun buyback programs could reduce gun 

violence and the number of firearms sold illegally. 

Proposal:   

1. Illinois has 9.4 gun deaths per 100,000 people, while the rest of the U.S. has an 
average rate of 10.4 people per 100,000. We are close to being one of the highest 
states with gun violence. 

2. To cut down on gun related violence, the state could start a buyback or a tax break 
program for handguns. 

3. A tax break would encourage people to get rid of potentially dangerous guns. According 
to the FBI, handguns alone account for 68% of all firearm related murders. The program 
could also cut down on the number of guns sold illegally. 

4. Gun violence costs our state 9.6 billion dollars, so we could buy 17,863,129 handguns 
back for that price, if we used $540 as the average price for a handgun.  

5. To decrease the number of guns sold illegally, the buy back does not have to be forced, 
but it could be recommended. This way, guns can be turned in to the state and 
destroyed. 

Expected Results:  
Gun violence will decrease throughout the state and will encourage people to move to 
Illinois. Citizens have the option of getting their taxes reduced, which will make the state 
more welcoming to potential new residents. 
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Illinois YMCA Youth and Government 
State Affairs Forum Proposal  

 
2017-2018 

 
Proposal Author: Niko Balderas  

Delegation:  Victor J. Andrew High School 

Proposal Topic:  The state of Illinois should offer more incentives to attract small businesses 
 
Position Statement: The United States of America was built off business. At the start of the 20th 

century, family owned bakeries and delis lined the streets of urban cities. In the suburbs, Family 

owned hardware stores and grocery stores were at the height of popularity. Unfortunately, as 

1950 became 1960, and on to 1970, 1980, 1990 and then the 21st century, big businesses have 

taken over. Mom and Pop delis faded away as a Walmart was placed in every town. I believe that 

the state of Illinois should produce incentives for small businesses, to bring back one of the 

founding principles of this country. 

 
Proposal: 

1. The Illinois branch of the US Small Business Association should accept applications for small 

business permits. 

2. Businesses would then have their rights protected by a US Small Business Association lawyer. 

3. Tax incentives only found in Illinois would boost the number of small businesses moving to the 

area. 

 
Expected Results:  

As more and more small businesses come onto the state, more money goes back into the economy. 

Owners will use their new found money and invest in the economy. 
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Illinois YMCA Youth and Government 
State Affairs Forum Proposal  

 
2017-2018 

 

Proposal Author:  Jack Barrett 

Delegation:  Carl Sandburg 

Proposal Topic:  Illinois should be making an investment in technology for the 

education of K-5 students. 

Position Statement:  To inform the people of Illinois that an investment in technology is 

necessary to improve the education of students in public schools across the state. Illinois is 

not spending enough on technology to help teachers effectively teach and to make it easier for 

students to learn. The only way to fix the education problem in Illinois is to support improving 

technology. 

Proposal: 

1. Every student needs to have access to technology, whether it is with a personal device issued 

by the district, a device in a school computer lab, or using interactive technology in the 

classroom. Students must also be taught how to correctly use technology. The world is 

increasingly relying on technology, so to fully prepare Illinois students for success technology 

is a necessity. 

2. Schools need to begin to move away from textbooks and towards online curriculums. Not only 

are they more interactive, but schools actually will save money while using them. The outdated 

textbooks in many schools across the state need to go. 

3. The state needs to contribute more to education than it currently does. Illinois only 

contributes 38% of each school's funding, compared to 50% in many other states across the 

country. With the added investment, technology can be purchased for all schools, even those in 

high poverty areas. 

4. Illinois needs to institute mandatory technology plans across the state. There must a basis for 

how much each student is guaranteed and how districts integrate technology into the 

classroom. 

Expected Results: All students in Illinois will have access to technology through their 

public school experience from K-5. Improved use of technology in school will prepare 

students for high school and beyond, helping them even in their careers. This can 

help Illinois students build a strong understanding of the technology needed to 

succeed in the real world. 
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Illinois YMCA Youth and Government 
State Affairs Forum Proposal  

 
2017-2018 

 

Proposal Author:   Campbell Brown       

Delegation:  Stagg 

Proposal Topic:  Public High Schools can visit local fresh farms to use with the 
lunches 

Position Statement:   To inform the people in Public High Schools that school lunches need 
to become more nutritious. The district of the pubic schools need to be more aware of the nutrition 
label. Bringing in local faming crops will help creat a more balanced mear for the school.   

Proposal:   

1. The sweets, the district should be lowering the amount of sweets displayed and sold in the 
cafeteria and adding more fruits and vegetables. HAve a wider selection of vegtables and fruit 
than sweets 

2. The display, districts need to create a display where healthier food are being displayed more 
than sweets and candies. Make healthier foods look more appealing than sweets.  

3. The prices, the district can make candy more expensive than fruits or vegetables. THis can 
deter ids from eating the sweets so they will have more money for lunch the next day.  

4. The meals, a meal can be created with healthier foods with less calories and a better nutrition 
label. Can swap simple things like white bread for wheat bread.  

5. Finding different marketers to buy from. Instead of the business that the district's buy from 
now, they can start buying vegetables and fruits from local farms. Buying from local farms helps 
put money back into the community which the students live in.  

 

Expected Results: 

When buying from local farms to get in fresh vegetables and fruits will help create a more fit and 

healthy school. Eating healthier also decreases the rate of diabetes for the area but also lowers 

health problems in the future lives of the students. 
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Illinois YMCA Youth and Government 
State Affairs Forum Proposal  

 
2017-2018 

Proposal Author:   Quinlan Carrell       

Delegation:  BBCHS   

Proposal Topic:  What requirements to high school curriculum should be implemented 
to improve the physical and mental well-being of the student population? 

Position Statement:            To improve high school students knowledge of health related topics 
i.e. drug abuse, mental illnesses, and reproduction, the Illinois State Board of Education should 
increase the mandated number of weeks for health class from 16 weeks to 16 weeks per year of 
high school.  

Proposal:   

1. Illinois currently only requires 16 weeks of a health education class. This does not allow 
students to fully understand topics that are shortly discussed during the 16 weeks they are in 
the class.  

2. By increasing the mandated number of weeks for health class from 16 weeks to 16 weeks per 
year of high school would ensure that each student would have an education that develops 
each year in more depth.  

3. Teachers would be able to discuss more mature topics as students mature more throughout 
their high school career.  

4. Health class would replace a semester of P.E class. The semester that a student is not in health, 
they would be enrolled in a P.E class.  

   

Expected Results:  

Improving the education of students on health related topics will ultimately lower the percentage of 

teen pregnancy, substance abuse, alcohol use, as well as many other things within a high school 

setting. 
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Illinois YMCA Youth and Government 
State Affairs Forum Proposal  

 
2017-2018 

 
 
Proposal Author: Elizabeth Chang 

Delegation: Neuqua Valley 

Proposal Topic: Rights of Foster Children and Parents 

Position Statement: Foster children face many obstacles and of those most 
important is the possibility of parent abuse. A more rigorous examination background check will be 
placed to ensure that foster children will not be placed into a household that could subject them to 
neglect or abuse. 

 
Proposal: 

1. If a parent has any history of substance, animal, spousal, or child abuse, they will be banned 
from fostering any more children. This is due to the fact that people with a history of the above 
types of abuse are more likely to abuse children. 

 

2. Parents must complete 32 hours of training focused on foster care and the needs of children 
who are in foster care. While parents had to previously complete 27 hours of training, a 5 hour 
extension will guarantee a more thorough understanding. A 5 hour extension is long enough for 
more training to be able to be given, but short enough for adults to prepare for fostering a 
child. 

 

3. Parents can only adopt at a maximum seven kids through the adoption system. Adopting more 
than seven children may create child neglect, as parents frequently are unable to support large 
families. By limiting the amount, foster children have a higher chance of having the emotional 
support that they need. 

 

4. Parents will have to be financially stable to support their child. Financially stable will be defined 
as having an emergency fund of six months of expenses, paying all credit card charges and bills 
at the end of each month, possessing a secure job, and having at least 10% of gross income 
available to be invested each month for retirement. By having enough money, The parent will be 
able to continue to support the child throughout the fostering time period. 

 
Expected Results: 

 
With more stringent boundries for adoption, it will be easier for children to be placed in a 

household that will neither neglect nor abuse them. The new boundries will combat the lack of 

personal care and attachment towards the children that ultimately harms their chances of being 

able to find a healthy home. 
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Illinois YMCA Youth and Government 
State Affairs Forum Proposal  

 
2017-2018 

Proposal Author:   Brendan DalCanton      

Delegation:  BBCHS       

Proposal Topic:  What should Illinois do to reduce gun violence in our state?        

Position Statement:   Firearms should be titled similar to cars.    

Proposal:   

1. In order to reduce gun violence in Illinois, there should be legislation in place to properly title 
firearms like automobiles.  

2. The Illinois State Police would be responible for running this program as they current regulate 
gun policy statewide.  

3. Anything classified as a firearm by current state law would have to be licened through the 
Illinois State Police.  

4. This would not cause a major shift in funding as each firearm would automatically get licened, 
just like automobiles.  

 

Expected Results:  

If someone were to purchase multiple firearms in order to sell them on the black market, a practice 

common in this state, if those firearms were used in a homicide the person the weapons were titled 

to would be held responsible, as titling is issued by the state police. This would discourage people 

to illegally sell firearms and thus lead to less gun violence with a lack of firearms on the streets.  
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Illinois YMCA Youth and Government 
State Affairs Forum Proposal  

 
2017-2018 

 

 
Proposal Author: Abel Eettickal 

Delegation: Neuqua Valley 

Proposal Topic: Public Safety within Transportation Systems Position 

Statement: To inform the people of Illinois that improving public safety 

is an issue that requires attention. The declining public safety is creating a harmful environment for 

everyone. We can resolve these problems by improving the public safety. 

Proposal: 

1. Road defects are a safety hazard. Potholes and badly paved roads are natural obstacles that 
can damage cars and puncture tires. Chicago has reached an all-time high of 2000 pot hole 
accidents in 2017. We can increase the penalty payment for DUI’s based on the person’s salary, 
so that regardless of one’s economic status, he/she will be impacted by the fine. That money 
will be devoted to fixing the roads, which will reduce the damage done to cars. This will include 
re-paving the roads to reduce the chance of accidents caused by potholes. Blocked drains are 
another safety hazard which can result in flooded roads. Money will be designated to innovate 
a new design that does not get blocked, which will then prevent crashes. 

2. Railway accidents can cause catastrophic damage to the trains, the station, the railway, and the 
people at the station and in the train. The money gained from increasing the penalty payment 
for DUIs will be used to improve all the systems and stations by reinforcing the rails, which 
then prevents derailing. When trains crash into each other, it is usually due to a faulty system 
causing different trains to be on the same track. Money will also be allocated to improve this 
system to prevent major accidents. 

3. Accidents on bridges pose an issue as there are not many ways to get around the accident. 
Preventing the accident in the first place is essential to stopping these issues. By increasing 
funding for motion of traffic, such as increasing the width of the bridges, the number of 
accidents can be significantly reduced. The money gained from the increase in DUI fines will 
also be designated to building or rebuilding bridges. By making bridges more than 3 lanes wide, 
traffic can flow better around accidents. This helps assistance arrive at accident scenes 
earlier as well. 

Expected Results: 

 
By implementing this plan, the accident rate will go down in Illinois. Taking initiative early will 
benefit Illinois in the future as the focus would then just be on maintenance. Increasing the penalty 
payment on DUIs also further encourages people to not drive while under the influence. Bridges and 
train stations would also become safer through the improvments to their infrastructure. 
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Proposal Author:  Abigail Geoffrey       

Delegation: BBCHS 

Proposal Topic: How to encourage small businesses to invest and grow here in Illinois. 

Position Statement:   If Illinois provides hiring credits and equipment expansion credit to 
small businesses and increases the discounts they provide, small businesses will be encouraged to 
grow. In turn, this growth will help to improve Illinois’s economy.  

Proposal:   

1. Currently, Illinois is the state with the 9th highest tax burdens out of the 50 states. These 
taxes include personal income tax, sales tax, and property tax. Illinois. These taxes are a large 
burden on small businesses in our state. 

2. Since the Great Recession, businesses with fewer than 500 employees have accounted for 79 
percent of Illinois’ net new jobs, according to the Bureau of Economic Analysis. This shows how 
significant Illinois Small Businesses are in helping Illinois economy to thrive. 

3. These heavy taxes discourage new businesses from investing and growing in our state. Hiring 
and equipment expansion credits, which are tax discounts granted to small businesses who hire 
more employees and purchase more equipment for their business, should have an increased tax 
discount and be granted to more struggling businesses. 

 

Expected Results:  
If Illinois decides to encourage these credits and increase the discount they grant, the tax burden 
will be eased for small businesses the more they grow and more economic growth will be 
encouraged in Illinois. 
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Proposal Author:   Ben Gibbas       

Delegation:  Metea Valley       

Proposal Topic:  What should be done to reduce gun violence? 

Position Statement:   The reduction of gun violence in our state can only happen if we 
control guns to a higher extent. 

Proposal: 

1. Refusal to vend weapons to people who have committed weaponized assault, harmful assault, 
have been involved in drug scandals, and/or have had any aggression charges pressed against 
them, including refusal to listen to law enforcement. 

2. Extensive background checks on weapon purchasers to see if they’re eligible to own a weapon. 
Denial of service would be imminent if purchasers have a severe mental illness, use prescription 
drugs that cause prominent drowsiness or hallucinations often, or are under the age of 25. 

3. In person checks for purchasers to make sure that people are eligible to own a gun. This 
includes an ID check, application submission, mental wellness checks, and if under reasonable 
suspicion, a drug test. 

4. Push more funding into cracking down on the black market, where guns have the possibility to 
be sold illegally. Not only this, but also monitoring the redistribution of firearms from the 
purchaser to other customers.  

Expected Results:  
A reduction in gun violence is expected as less people are able to commit gun violence, while still 
upholding the second amendment granted by the United States of America to those who are near 
guaranteed to not commit gun violence. 
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Proposal Author:  Charlie Hagan 

Delegation:   Carterville 

Proposal Topic:   Lowering the voting age for state elections will benefit the 

government. 

Position Statement: The Constitution of lllinois of 1970 has a voting age requirement of 

18. Illinois should change the age requirement to be 16 with set additional requirements. 

This would allow youth to have a say in who represents them and it would allow them to 

become more involved with state government. 

 

Proposal: 

1. Article III Section 1 of the Constitution of Illinois of 1970 dealing with  voting 
qualifications states "Every United States citizen who has attained the age of 18 or 
any other voting age required by the United States for voting in State elections ...  
shall  have the right to vote at such election." The state should amend the 18 to 
say "16 and has met the requirements set by the state.'' 

2. Minors who want to vote would have to meet the following qualifications: 1) They 
must be over the age of 16. 2) They must attend a high school. 3) They must have a 
GPA greater than or equal to 3.5 on a 4-point scale. 4) They must carry at least 3 
major subjects (Math, Science, English, or History/Social Science). 

3. The minors who are eligible to vote and want to, would have to register with their 
school's counselor. They would need proof of residency and a picture ID to register. 
All voter registrations would have to be completed 31 days prior to the election. 

4. The polling place for minors would be a specific room in their high school that has 
been pre-approved by government officials. Only those eligible and registered to 
vote and the voting officials would be allowed in the polling place. The polling 
places for the minors would be open from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. 

5. The ballots for minors would have all state and local bills, candidates, etc. Minors 
would not be allowed to vote in national elections. 

Expected Results: 

Minors will vote as they see fit and have a say in how the government is shaped as it 
affects them now but significantly more when they turn 18. The lowering of the voting age 
could lead to a government that would hear the voices of minors and in tum do what is 
good for them rather than what adults think would be better for them. 
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Proposal Author: Connor Hall  

Delegation: Stagg   

Proposal Topic:  Age restrictions on driving past dusk  

Position Statement: people who are older than 75 will not be allowed to drive past dusk people who 
are at the age of 80 and older will be fined 100 dollars and will at 100 for the 2nd and then 
another 100 dollars for the 3rd offence. 

Proposal:  People from the age 75 and older will not be able to drive past dusk. They will be fined 

100 dollars and it will add 100 to every offense and on the 3rd offense the offender will receive up 

to 5 years in prison. 

Expected Results: This will make the roads safer at night. It is a proven fact that people who are 

older will have night blindness.  
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Proposal Author: Chloe Handy       

Delegation: BBCHS  

Proposal Topic: Bringing local farmers back to Illinois 

Position Statement: Bringing local farmers to Illinois is extremely beneficial in our state and is 
needed because it is proven that eating locally grown food is better for the physical and mental 
body than eating imported foods from other places, even a few states over, and will also help to 
bring jobs back to Illinois.  

Proposal:   

1. Bigger companies such as Monsanto and DuPont are buying out local farmers’ land and even 
lying to get their way to the nutrient rich soil they need to expand their cooperation. By making 
sure we stick to our local farms and limit ourselves to shopping more local, we can empower the 
small businesses of Illinois and bring back smaller farmers.  

 

Expected Results:  

1. Mental health benefits 
2. Physical health benefits 
3. Will encourage local businesses  
4. More nutrients in local crops 
5. Money stays in the commuity  
6. Less bigger businesses taking over the economy in Illinois
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Proposal Author:   Henry Hong  

Delegation:  Waubonsie Valley High School  

Proposal Topic:  More gun control laws in Illinois would reduce gun violence  

Position Statement: The introduction of more gun control laws would help reduce gun violence in 
Illinois. Illinois has one of the highest homicide rates in the USA and the current laws are not 
helping this. The only way to fix this is the introduction of more gun control laws.  

Proposal:   

1. Increase the tax of firearms to $50 per firearm bought; increase the application fee to $200 

2. An amnesty buyback using the money from the proposed taxes, this would allow people to sell 

their illegal guns, like automatic weapons, to law enforcement without fear of being prosecuted.  

3. Requirements that a person trying to buy a gun must: (1) take a written test on gun safety and 

(2) pass a psychological test taken at the county courthouse and proctored by an employee of 

the Sheriff’s department and paid for with the income from the proposed taxes and fees. 

4. Require a Firearm Owners Identification (“FOID”) for all gun related purchases to stop people 

from using weapon attachments which are potentially very dangerous, such as the weapon 

stock used in the recent Las Vegas shooting.  

 

Expected Results:  

This proposal would reduce gun violence related deaths and gun-related injuries. This would lead to 

safer neighborhoods and reduced health care expenses. Also, this would lower incarceration levels 

in the state by reducing gun violence. This will also reduce the chance of a deadly mass shooting 

and help stop suicides from firearms. With the increase of the firearm tax more income will be 

going to the state which can help increase services to respond to gun violence as well. 
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Proposal Author: Emma Hoskins       

Delegation: Bradley Bourbonnais Community High School   

Proposal Topic: Biotechnology and stem cell research will be essential to Illinios future. 

Position Statement: Biotech helps create healthier people and preventative abilities for doctors. The 
possibilities for stem cell research and biotech research is to do things such as possibly cure 
cancers prevent genetic diseases and things of the like. 

Proposal: 

1. Some diseases are caused by a mutated cell. This cell reproduces in causes a problem for the 
body system in which it belongs. Stem cell research me to end this problem. Stem cells rebuild 
an organ allowing the new organ to function properly. 

2. Illinois should create grants  and research opituoties for biotechnological and stem cell 
research in order to create new medicines which will then help people become healthier and 
improve life spans. 

3. Illinois should fund Labs of by technological and stem cell research. This would allow furthering 
of medical science. 

4. Many people do not understand stem cells and so in order to promote this important knowledge 
Illinois should promote the use of stem cells Pawn government media platforms and remove 
certain fears about it. 

 

Expected Results:  
Medical trials funded by grants would allow people who otherwise wouldn't have access to such 
medicines. This research would allow for further promotion of medical sciences and creation of. The 
new medicines would be able to help people with cancer genetic diseases organ failure and things 
of the like. 
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Proposal Author: Namish Kaistha 

Delegation: Neuqua Valley High School 

Proposal Topic: Promoting stem cell and biotechnology research 

Position Statement: To inform residents of Illinois about the benefits of using stem cells and advancing 
research in biotechnology. Stem cells harvested from the umbilical cord at birth can be used to defeat more 
than 80 different diseases such as stroke, cancer, heart diseases and others diseases that deteriorate cells, 
otherwise known as degenerative diseases. Promoting the use of stem cells and advancing research in 
biotechnology will benefit the citizens of Illinois. 

Proposal: 

1. Companies willing to pursue research in biotechnology will be able to apply for a grant through a grant 
program constructed by the Department of Public Health and the Illinois Regenerative Medicine Institute 
to initiate funding research. Research of this topic is a top priority to the State of Illinois, and any 
qualified researcher will be encouraged to commence and advance research within the confines of the 
law. 

2. Funding for those grants will come from a three cent increase of taxation on tobacco products and a 
funding limit will be set by the Illinois Regenerative Medicine Institute. 

3. Money used from the grant will be strictly utilized for advancing research in pluripotent, multipotent, and 
induced pluripotent stem cells, which ensures that no embryos of stem cells will be used or killed in the 
process. 

4. Any establishment interested in continuing research and retaining their grant after two years of funding 
must show adequate progress. The Illinois Regenerative Medicine Institute Oversight Committee will 
determine if the progress made is deemed fit for funding to continue. 

5. Due to the fact citizens have to invest heavily in the process of harvesting stem cells and storing them 
in a laboratory, citizens seeking to undergo the process of harvesting stem cells will be given tax credit 
of $700.00 the first year, and $70.00 every year after per sample. 

6. Companies provided grants are required to visibly advertise the tax credit on their website. This will 
attract citizens who wish to go through the process of harvesting but do not have enough money to do 
so. 

7. Violation of this act will result in a representative from the Illinois Regenerative Medicine Institute 
Oversight Committee determining how to advance with the situation, with penalties including but not 
limited to the establishment being stripped of its funding from the grant. 

Expected Results: 

With this bill, it is anticipated that death rates will decrease dramatically and the life expectancy of the 
average person living in the state of Illinois will eventually increase. Due to less of a necessity for organ 
donations, there will also be less deaths of patients who would otherwise die either waiting for a donor 
match or become severely ill if their body rejects the donor’s organ. In 2007, James Thompson and Shinya 
Yamanaka showed that they could make a multipotent cell act as an embryonic stem cell. With more funding 
given towards research, this concept would become widespread and would completely eliminate the ethical 
debate on using human embryos for stem cell regeneration. Scientists have also continued to research ways 
to use stem cells in treating diseases such as autism and alzheimer’s. Eventually, with promotion of stem cell 
and biotechnology research, scientists can master the art of making complex organs, resulting in saving 
millions from the grasp of death. 
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Proposal Author:  Grant Kelly      

Delegation: Bradley-Bourbonnais      

Proposal Topic: What investment should Illinois be making in technology to improve the 
educational experience of K-5 students?    

Position Statement: Illinois should invest money into providing technology for those that cannot 
afford it. There should also be investment in technological education to increase technological 
literacy of students and teachers and to prepare students for the workforce.   

Proposal:   
1. Teachers are often uneducated about technology or know too little to be able to assist their 

students if they have a problem. Investing in more technological education for teachers should 
be planned. 

2. Many students cannot afford technology because their family is not financially stable. The 
investment in school budgets to allow for these students to have access to technology would 
expand the learning to all students. 

3. The prominence of technology in society makes it vital to be able to operate computers. 
Teaching students how to operate computers will enable them to apply for jobs which require 
the ability to use a computer. 

4. Technology is also an aid for schoolwork, accessing news, and communicating. Students should 
be taught how to access news, use e-mail, and do schoolwork on technology to assist them in 
school and in life. 

 

Expected Results:  
Schools will be able to integrate technology into the learning environment with the investment of 
technological education. Technology can enhance the learning experience for students and teach 
them how to find reliable sources of information. Technology in school is also useful for teachers to 
organize student work and for students to manage their work. The technological education also 
serves to prepare students to enter an increasingly tech-dominated workforce in which many jobs 
require the ability to use a computer. 
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Proposal Author:   Arnav Khanna 

Delegation:  Waubonsie Valley 

Proposal Topic:  Government should encourage people to start small businesses 

Position Statement: Entrepreneurs starting small businesses is on the decline. Small businesses are 

vital to Illinois. They account for 98.2% of all Illinois Businesses, and they employ 46.4% of all 

Illinois employees. Because of this importance they hold for the economy, the government should 

try to preserve and encourage these small businesses. 

Proposal:   

1. One of the reasons why entrepreneurship is on the decline is because they do not have the 
funding to do so. They have to receive a financial loan from a lending company or the bank, and 
this is not always easy to do so, as there is a lot of competition. Giving more opportunities for 
loans will encourage the entrepreneurs to take a chance to start a small business. 

2. The taxes that entrepreneurs have to deal with are too complex. Simplifying the tax codes and 
payment systems will undoubtedly make entrepreneur’s lives easier and rid the doubt that 
people have when starting a business. For example, for income tax, a small business owner will 
have to gather all their expenditure and earning records, and then find the right IRS tax form 
out of several different records, and it may be different than your personal income tax form.  

3. Currently, it is difficult to get in and out of markets and industries for small businesses. 
Encouraging competition allows new companies to start off well and old companies to easily 
exit the market. 

4. Small businesses could easily go out of business as they are not always run by people who have 
studied business practices. The government could increase the access of capital and business 
advisors, so businesses can be more successful. 

 

Expected Results:  

The amount of small businesses in Illinois will increase. In turn, unemployment will go down, as 

more jobs will be available with these businesses. Ultimately, more people will be encouraged to 

start a small business.
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Proposal Author:  Kenzie Kirk 

Delegation:   Gateway Region YMCA 

Proposal Topic:  What can be done to improve public safety within the transportation 
systems (roads, waterways, railways, and public transit) of Illinois? 

Position Statement: To increase the chance of survival or decrease the chance of injury in an 
accident on Illinois roadways. 

Proposal:   
1. Intersections of Illinois roads should be required to have street lights so vehicles are able to 

see other vehicles at intersections. 

2. As highways are being renovated, it should be a requirement for the highways to be divided 
highways to help prevent head on collisions on Illinois highways. 

3. Illinois should require busy intersections to have traffic circles to try and reduce stops on busy 
roads. 

4. Illinois should create more turn-only lanes to prevent accidents at intersections where it’s 
difficult to see oncoming traffic. 

Expected Results:  

If these laws would go into effect, Illinois’ roads will be a lot safer. They could lead to fewer 

accidents on roads, which means the chance of injury and death will go down as well. 
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Proposal Author:   Giorgia Kolokythas       

Delegation:  Bradley Bourbonnais 

Proposal Topic:   What, if any, changes should be made to felony sentencing 
standards? More or less Rehabilitation or Punishment?        

Position Statement:  To inform the people of Illinois the dangers of more punishment vs. more 
rehabilitation among felony criminals. Felony criminals are not getting the help they need to notice 
their wrong doings. And by that they are releasing angry, even more lethal criminals back into the 
world.  

Proposal:   
1. Have every convicted felony criminal get psychologically evaluated before getting sent to jail for 

proper punishment. Today, only judges can order psychiatric evaluations.  

2. Have prison psychologists re-evaluate felony criminals once a month and if they show any 
progression, and have been showing good behavior, try to get their sentencing reduced. 

3. Have each prison guard assigned a small group of prisoners to keep watch on. As of right now 
they watch over the prison as a whole.  

4. Provide more time for prisoners to interact either with each other or in outside world 
situations. Prisoners are spending too much time in solitary and are not communicating well 
enough.  

5. Have prison organized into groups by interests, sports, activities etc.  

6. Once the criminal is released from jail offer services a criminal could go to if they get the urge 
or are surrounded with a situation that is dangerous.  

7. Offer services for therapy and other real world situation classes.  

Expected Results:  
By doing this, prisons will be more safe, and so will the rest of the world. This will be safer for the 
prisoners because less fights will occur and every prisoner should feel safe with their psychologist 
and their assigned guard. It is safer for the world because if/when the prisoner is released to the 
world they will know how to better communicate and what to do better when approached with 
faulty situations. This will also stop the overcrowding of prisons and balance out the number of 
people in mental hospitals and prisons. 
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Proposal Author:  Benjamin Konvalinka 

Delegation:  Carterville 

Proposal Topic:  How punishments should be altered for the felony sentencing 
standards. 

Position Statement:  To increase the duration of time convicts of first and second degree 
murders must stay in prison before becoming eligible for mandatory parole. It will provide a 
safer state to live in. 

Proposal: 
1. Due to shorter parole release times in prisons for convicts who have committed 

felonies, those who have performed these crimes in Illinois are being released from 
prisons much earlier than what should be needed. 

2. In 2015, 744 people in the state of Illinois were murdered. According to a study, 67% 
of convicts in 30 states had been convicted a second time after being released from 
prison. In 2016, 6,981 of the 44,817 people in Illinois prisons were sentenced for 
committing murder. 

3. These prisoners are being released early because of promises of good behavior. Parole 
releases can occur at a minimum of 3 years for first degree murders and 2 years for 
second degree murders after being sentenced.  For class x felonies, prisoners can be 
released after 3 years.  After being convicted for class 1 felonies, prisoners can be 
released after 2 years. 

4. To ensure the safety of Illinois citizens, minimum parole release times should be 
extended. 

5. For first degree murders, the mandatory parole date should be set to 5 years after the 
original set parole date. For second degree murders, the duration of prison times 
before mandatory parole should be extended by 3 years. Class x felony violations, 
prisoners should have their mandatory parole date extended by 4 years. For those who 
have been convicted for class 1 felonies, their time before mandatory parole should be 
extended by 2 years. 

Expected Results: 
If this proposal is to be passed, prisons would be more crowded, however, the streets of 
Illinois would be much safer for law abiding citizens and prisoners who have committed 
higher class felonies will have more time to rehabilitate. 

Gray - 148



 

Illinois YMCA Youth and Government 
State Affairs Forum Proposal  

 
2017-2018 

Proposal Author:   Ashley Koontz       

Delegation:  Williamsville       

Proposal Topic:  More Rehabilitation programs should be offered to felons in 
Illinois.        

Position Statement:  To inform the people of Illinois that more punishment is not proper 
answer for felons in Illinois. Illinois is falling behind compared to other states in 
rehabilitating and releasing prisoners.  

Proposal:   
1. Illinois prisons are leading the nation in overcrowding with 150.4 percent of capacity. 

The prisons are filled with people who are fifty percent likely to re-offend three years 
after their release. In order to reduce overcrowding, we need to keep our nonviolent 
offenders out. The program described in point three will still keep public safety in mind. 
If a offender keeps coming back to prison after the program, they will be ineligeable to 
have a councilor within the prision. 

2. Former inmates need a positive influence outside of prison. Rehabilitation clinics or free 
therapy should be required to prisoners who are released. This will help them adapt to 
the world outside bars without commiting another crime. 

3. Nonviolent offenses are accounting for nearly half of the prison population in Illinois. 
These offenders need more special attention to figure out their problems. This can be a 
special assigned counselor within the prison that helps them indivdually whether it be 
drug addition or a bad past.  If we figure out and treat these felons, we can truly focus 
on the real problems within the prison. 

4. We need to start treating prisons as places to rehabilitate people. With the proper 
training of correctional employees, this environment will hopefully help them become 
better citizens. The correctional staff being trained to deal with the two separate 
groups within the prison, nonviolent offenders and violent offenders, will help 
everything flow more smoothly.  

Expected Results:  
Many convicted felons will be able to reintegrate into society as productive citizens. Felons 
will be less likely to commit another crime resulting in the percentage of returning felons 
and prison overcrowding dropping. Overall, Illinois will lead the nation in the rehablitation 
of criminal offenders. 
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Proposal Author:   Gillian Lemons       

Delegation:  Sesser-Valier       

Proposal Topic:  Requirements should be implemented to the high school 
curriculum to improve the physical and mental health of students.       

Position Statement:   To inform the people of Illinois that changes should be made to 
provide a better learning environment in our public schools. Requirements should be 
employed to ensure that students receive the best edcation possible while maintaining 
their own mental and physical well-being. 

Proposal:   
1. Physical activity should be integrated into the school day in order to ensure students 

are completing a beneficial amount of exercise. For example, for every hour of class 
that a student attends, they should then complete five minutes of physical activity. 
Exercise has been proven to increase productivity in students and help to alleviate 
stress. This will be beneficial to the students who may not participate in a daily physical 
education class. 

2. The curriculum should be modified to include more hands on activity for the students. 
This will give their minds a break from the monotony of daily lectures, and will engage 
students who may not learn from information presented orally. Studies show that 
students retain only 5% of information presented orally, yet they retain 75% of 
information presented in the form of hands on activities. 

3. Physical education classes should offer advanced classes for the more athletic 
students. This will allow these students to benefit from the class instead of limiting 
their abilities to those of other students, similarly to advanced math classes that many 
schools offer. 

4. Students should receive a time for completing their homework, and should have tutors 
readily available to assist them. Many students are involved in extracurricular activities 
and feel as though they do not have time to seek help with their schoolwork, and many 
students do not have anyone at home to abet them. 

Expected Results:  
If students have less stress and better mental health, they can focus more on schoolwork, 
which will allow them to receive higher grades, which will lead to better jobs, and will allow 
them to become more productive members of society. These changes in curriculum will 
improve the quality of the education received, and will instill in students the values of 
exercise and living a healthy lifestyle. 
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Proposal Author:   Jill Magafas 

Delegation:   Stagg High School 

Proposal Topic:  What requirements to high school curriculum should be implemented 
to improve the physical and mental well-being of the student population? 

Position Statement: In order to create a safe and stress-free environment for high school students, 
actions need to be implemented to improve the physical and mental well-being of high school 
students. Illinois schools are not providing required adequate support systems in high school 
curriculum or enough attention to the implementation of these. Improved communication between 
teachers as well as offered classes that reduce stress caused by future responsibilities and worries, 
and that encourage physical and mental healthiness would work as useful options to eliminate many 
conflicts of health due to mental and physical issues. 

Proposal:  
1.  The state needs to require an essential life skill class that structure life in the real world, 
and would mimic a home economic class, but teaches more modern skills used in daily life, and 
would practice a different set of skills compared to the ones used in some classes today. These 
skills would include basic financial management, how to write a college application, parenting, 
communication skills, time management, basics of cooking and repairs/ maintenance, and many 
more. 
2.  “Adulting School” is a program which teaches millennials basic skills needed for adulthood. A 
program like this could be used in high school curriculum to further knowledge of common life 
abilities.  
3.  According to recent studies with students across the country interviewed, more than a 
quarter said they were extremely stressed due to educational influences and 34% expect their 
stress to increase in the upcoming year. This stress is negatively affecting everyday aspects of 
people’s lives. Teachers need to communicate better with each other to help balance out work 
levels put on students which consists of tests, projects, and homework spread out so everyone can 
manage school with the encouraged extracurriculars they are in. 
4.  Other classes that could be offered to improve physical well-being include extra 
encouragement to stay active; these could include different variations of physical education, 
different sports classes if someone excels in a certain sport, or even health classes promoting  
certain physical activity within it. 
5.  Unhealthy behaviors arise from this stress level composed of education work and a way for 
these behaviors to be avoided is to have support groups, like teams, family, friends, letting 
individuals know that they need to take care of themselves before anyone else. Knowledge that 
mental and physical well-being are one of the most significant things in life and raising awareness 
will help with the issue. 
Expected Results: 

With raised awareness of mental and physical health, improved communication between teachers, 
and specific classes offered in high school curriculum, mental and physical well-being in the student 
population could be improved tremendously and stress levels would drop because students will 
have a grasp on responsibilities and skills needed through all of life. 
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Proposal Author: Jennifer Maimon 

Delegation: Neuqua Valley High School 

Proposal Topic: Expland rehabilitation prisoner rehabilitation programs. 

Position Statement: Felony sentencing standards can be improved by providing more rehabilatation 
for convicted felons rather than more punishment. Most research has revealed that more 
punishment does not help inmates reintegrate into society. A majority of prisoners return to a life 
of crime and nearly half of the prisoners return to jail within the next three years. For this reason, 
there should be more rehabilatation because it will lower the number of repeat offenders and help 
convicted offenders reenter society. 

Proposal: 

1. Illinois’s prison systems will provide mandatory drug and alcohol rehabilatation and anger 
management treatment for the incarcerated inmates. There will also be an option of mental 
illness treatment for the 21% of prisoners who suffer from mental illness. 

2. Many former inmates return to prison because they are unable to find legitimate jobs. This can 
be avoided by the prison system implementing reentry programs for ex-offenders and felons. 
The inmates will be put into the programs during their parole. These programs will offer ex-
offenders jobs and it will lower recidivism. 

3. The rehabilatation program and other treatments will be funded by taxing tobacco products. 
Two cents will be taxed for every package of cigarettes that is purchased. 

4. Illinois will expand the Adult Redeploy program to all counties, it is only currently available in 
39 counties. Adult Redeploy provides community-based services for offenders. This program 
will help reduce prison overcrowding and it funds counties who have drug or mental health 
treatments for offenders. 

5. Convicted felons, with the exception of those with serious felony convictions, can reduce their 
sentence based off of their improvement during the rehabilatation program. In order to judge 
the improvement in the rehabilitation there shall be counselor findings and conclusions of the 
progress of the treatment. 

6. If the convicted felon committed a class 1 felony and has made improvement in rehabilatation, 
their sentence can be reduced to a maximum of 6 years. Someone who has committed a class 2 
felony can reduce their sentence by 4 years. A class 3 felony can also be reduced by 4 years. 
Class 4 felons can reduce their sentence to a maximum of 1 year. 

7. Probation should be considered for those who have committed a class X felony based off of 
how long they have been receiving treatment and their improvement. However, due to the 
severity of a class X felony, a reduced sentence is not allowed. 

Expected Results: 
It is anticipated that there should be fewer repeat offenders due to the rehabilatation program. 
Convicted felons will now be coming out of prison with a trade and ability to work so they don’t 
need a life of crime to survive. Inmates will also come out with an understanding of the negative 
effects of drugs and alcohol. Eventually the crime rate and incarceration rate will decrease in the 
state of Illinois. The state’s prison population will also be expected to decrease. 
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Proposal Author:   Sonu Manoharan       

Delegation:  Waubonsie Valley       

Proposal Topic:  The process in which one purchases a gun in Illinois is too simple to 
make sure that the consumer has the knowledge to use them safely.       

Position Statement:   To ensure that citizens who wish to own a firearm have the 
knowledge and mental capability to use them safely. Illinois’ only requirement to buy a gun is to 
obtain a firearm identification card, making it easy for a gun to fall into the wrong person’s hands. 

Proposal:   
1. Any person who wishes to own a firearm must take a physiatric test by a certified physician; 

this will test the person to see if they are capable to handle a gun. 

2. In order to use the gun legally, the user must attend a minimum of 15 hours of combined gun 
safety education and gun range training, minimum of 7 hours in each. Once the studies are 
complete, the consumer can obtain a FOID card (Firearm Owner’s Identification Card) 

3. The buyer also must submit a full state and federal background check, as well as psychiatric 
evaluation. Every three years the buyer must undergo another psychiatric evaluation. 

4. This act will be enforced; if any one person does not complete the requirements needed for the 
possession of a firearm, the individual will have their firearm suspended and will be fined, fines 
varying per offense. 

 
Expected Results:  
From this act, it is expected to see a decline in homocides and suicides. This could lead to better 
and safer communities in the future for Illinois residents. 
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Proposal Author:  Dominic Menendez     

Delegation: Williamsville        

Proposal Topic: What should Illinois do to encourage small businesses to invest here and 
grow?      

Position Statement:  Illinois should lower the cost of taxes and business licenses to make it 
easier and more affordable for businesses to invest and grow here.  

Proposal:    
1. $250 for a business license is expensive for entrepreneurs. The state should lower the business 

permit price to $100. That way the state is still raising revenue from them while not making 
entrepreneurs pay a huge expense. 

2. Lowering the tax rate to 4.25% would also be beneficial. CEO of Quality Logo Products Bret 
Bonnet said,“The biggest challenge of operating a business in Illinois comes down to one word: 
taxes.” Lowering taxes would make it easier for businesses to grow and start ups to have a 
strong financial start. 

3. The property taxes for small businesses should be lowered. Illinois is the second highest state 
for property taxes. Lowering the property tax would highly encourage small businesses to 
invest and grow in Illinois. 

4. Illinois can also offer tax deductions, grants, and loans to those investing their small business 
in our state. 

Expected Results: Lowering the cost of a business license in Illinois will allow more entrepreneurs 
to begin small businesses and will therefore help stimulate the economy in Illinois. Lowering taxes 
will attract more large corporations to the state, thus generating more tax revenue. 
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Proposal Author:   Abbey Morrical       

Delegation:  BBCHS       

Proposal Topic:  Regulations that should be made for those involved in domestic 
abuse living in subsidized housing.       

Position Statement:   A counselor should be provided for children and domestic partner 
involved in domestic abuse, along with a type of financial aid.  

Proposal:   
1. I propose that domestic abuse survivors and their childern living in subsidized housing have an 

option to have a counselor to help with effects of domestic abuse.  

2. I propose that domestic abuse survivors living in subsidized housing have a financial aid to 
offer help.  

3.  For victims currently involved in domestic abuse, the provider of subsidized housing should 
having training on how to spot domestic abuse.                                                         

 
Expected Results:  
After domestic abuse many survivors experience PTSD, anxiety, depression, suicidal thoughts, and 
substance abuse. Having a counselor as regulation would help the survivors have someone to talk 
to and help work through these mental effects of domestic abuse. These effects can happen in 
children too and cause a lot of damge later in life. This will be optional for surviors. A counselor wll 
be sent and the survivors can pick if they would like it or not. If they would like counseling a 
counselor would be sent once or twice a week to their house or a place picked by both the survivor 
and counselor. As for children, a child counselor would be sent to talk to the child and decided if 
counseling would be needed. If the parents do not feel comfortable with that they can sit in on the 
counsling or opt the child out.  There should also be financial aid help for domestic abuse survivors. 
In some domestic abuse cases the abuser will make the survivor quit a job, trick them into debt, and 
force them into signing financial papers. Having a financial aid option would help survivors have a 
better financial life so they are not struggling as much especially if they have children. This would 
help domestic abuse survivors live a better life by having less stress caused by finances and by also 
having more money. This would be done by hiring a group of professional finace workers to meet up 
with the survivors and go over finances and correct them. This person would come in every so often 
throught the month(depending on how bad the finances are) and go throught them. The cost of 
both these proposals could be taken out of taxes and donations. For victims currently experiencing 
domestic abuse, their provider of housing should have training on how to spot domestic violence. 
This could help get victims a faster way out of that relationship. Having the providers be trained 
could protect children and adults mentally, physically, and financially.  This could be done by having 
a class for all subsidized housing providers that they are required to take. The class will have a fee 
to take it and that is where the money would come from to pay for it.  
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Proposal Author:   Claire Mueller    

Delegation:  Wheaton North High School  

Proposal Topic:  Public high schools should provides additional fresh, affordable and health-
conscious choices for student lunches.      

Position Statement:   To inform the Illinois schools and districts  

to evaluate student lunches and make changes as necessary. Many schools prepare and sell food that is not 
meeting the dietary health requirements of the state. Lunch that is offered at schools need to be both enjoyable 
and promote healthy eating habits.  

 
Proposal:   
1. Healthy substitutions should be made to food items that are high in calories, sugar, high fructose corn 

syrup, and fat. This includes items; for example, soda, candy bars, and processed breads, just to name a 
few. These can be replaced with wholesome alternatives, such as lowfat milk, trail mix and whole grain 
bread. 

2. Schools can also increase student involvement on the food served during lunch. Many kids need to be 
exposed to food several times before deciding if they like it. Taste testing various items prior to offering 
them will create satisfied customers and help save money by reducing waste. Another way to do this is to 
conduct surveys so that menus can be developed accordingly. 

3. Items á là carte should also be regulated more closely. They should be placed behind the counter so that 
students must ask the staff member to get it for them. This effort may compel students to rethink their 
decisions before making an unhealthy choice. The school should also only accept cash on purchases á là 
carte. Students are more irresponsible if they are spending their parents’ money on an account. If they can 
physically look and touch the money that they are spending, they will act in a more sensible manner. 

4.  More seasonings and spices should be offered to the students during lunch. A flavor station with different 
herbs and spices allows kids to personalize their meal and experiment with different flavors they might not 
have encountered otherwise. Options could include; lemon juice or slices, parsley flakes, garlic powder, 
cinnamon, chives, vinegar and hot sauces.  

5. Menus should be designed with a balance of freshness and profit in mind. It is better to buy food grown as 
local as possible, because it will have traveled fewer miles from farm to plate. Locally grown food also 
supports small businesses, and reduces the carbon footprint by eating products closer to home. The 
seasons should also be considered when menus are developed. This can create a new variety of foods in a 
child's diet, and allows for fresher food to be served. Items such as carrots, sweet potatoes, potatoes, and 
squash can be used more often during the winter months because they are seasonal products. The cost of 
healthier items should also be reduced so that students will be more likely to make smarter dietary choices. 
The loss of profit from reducing the cost of the healthy items can be compensated by an increase in price 
on unhealthier items, such as chips, soda and candy bars.  

Expected Results:  
Students would be better able to focus on their academics and extracurriculars, since they had a nutritionally 
balanced lunch. This leads to improved test scores and better overall health. Arguably, the decision skills that 
the students develop now could also influence them to make wholesome choices in the future. 
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Proposal Author:   Srikamal Munukutla 

Delegation:  Waubonsie Valley High School  

 

Proposal was not available for printing. Copies will be available in Springfield.
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Proposal Author:  Katelyn Pierandozzi       

Delegation: BBCHS       

Proposal Topic: What requirements to high school curriculum should be implemented to 
improve the physical and mental well-being of the student population?       

Position Statement:  More education about mental health well-being should be implemented into 
the high school curriculum.  

 
Proposal:   

● more in depth unit on mental  health disorders in health classes 
● adding more to physical education classes is unecessary  

Expected Results:  
There are currently many disorders that high schoolers are struggling with that are not being talked 
about. Anxiety disorders are the most common mental disorders throughout teens and yet it is 
barely if at all taught or spoken about in school. Bringing awareness to more mental health issues 
is vital to helping students improve. Doing this will make them more aware of how they are feeling 
and handling this and could make them more likely to reach out for help. Taking more time to 
educate students on this subject would majorly affect the student’s well being and academic 
performance.  
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Proposal Author:  Sophia Pinski       

Delegation:  BBCHS         

Proposal Topic: What requirements to high school curriculum should be implemented to improve the 
physical and mental well-being of the student population?      

Position Statement: Based on the current number of weeks that Illinois requires for health related 
issues and the lack of knowledge shown by student decision making, the state of Illinois should 
change the requirement to extended the number of weeks from 16 to about 36 for all four years of 
high school.  

Proposal:   
1. The current Illinois curriculum requires students to only have 16 weeks of health education for 

students, which does not give them enough time to fully develop and understand the knowledge 
of serious health related topics. This averages out to only four weeks a year, which is only one 
month of health education throughout high school. To improve this, the Illinois School Board of 
Education should change it from 16 weeks to 36 weeks. This would require all students to take 
at least two full years of health education in order to graduate.  

2. Students could take a health education class their freshman and sophomore year, and then take 
physical education their junior and senior year.  

3. This would benefit the students because they would see the importance in both physical and 
mental health. For those who actually need the mental health education, they will receive a full 
two years of it.  

Expected Results:  
Studies show that an increasing overall knowledge on human health can result in a better outcome 
for their future, and current decision making. By more in depth teaching of health consequences, 
they are less likely to suffer from it in the future.  
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Proposal Author:  Carson Prost 

Delegation:  Mt. Vernon 

Proposal Topic:  Ways Illinois should convince small businesses to invest and grow 
here. 

Position Statement: Illinois has a had a bad history in small businesses investment and their 
willingness to invest in Illinois.  The fact that we weren’t able to pass along a budget and that our 
debt is so high did not help.  In order for small businesses to invest here, Illinois must improve their 
economic environment.  

Proposal: 
1. Getting rid of high fees can help this cause tremendously.  The state’s LLC fees are some of the 

highest in the nation, and much than corporations pay.  HB 65 will help improve this.  HB 65 
calls for lower fees to help form a limited liability company (LLC).   

2. Another way to help would be reliable internet to be accessible for all businesses.  Small 
businesses in rural and low income areas are still without high-speed internet access.  This can 
lower growth making it hard for businesses to want to keep trying to expand here.  To solve 
this problem, DCEO thinks that increasing the state’s technology infrastructure can help 
businesses grow.  This will also help create new jobs in rural areas of Illinois.   

3. The last way that we can keep small businesses here in Illinois and get others to join is by not 
allowing tax breaks when they leave.  To this, we have to limit the use of edge tax credits.   
Edge breaks allow companies that do not pay enough in state taxes to take advantage of 
regular Edge credits, to retain the state income taxes paid by their employees. In essence, 
employees are paying state taxes to their employers. To the extent these Edge credits exist, 
they must be carefully scrutinized.   

Facts about Illinois small businesses:  
● Illinois is ranked 31st in the nation for most family friendly businesses 
● Illinois also spends more money than is what being brought in, making taxes go up 
● Illinois has a good tax revenue but due my last point they don’t have enough 

● The tax increase didn’t help the budget problem, pushing businesses away 

Conclusion: In conclusion, with this economic plan, Illinois can draw in and look like a good place to 
start small or growing businesses.  This plan will also help Illinois greatly with loss in small 
businesses not coming here anymore and going to neighboring states.  This economic plan calls for 
businesses to get rid of high taxes, allow good internet access, and getting rid of tax breaks. 
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Proposal Author:  Maggie Reed 

Delegation:   Gateway Region YMCA 

Proposal Topic: What investment should Illinois be making in technology to improve the 
educational experience of K-5 students? 

Position Statement: To expose students to technology at a young age so that they will be 
better prepared for when they must use technology later in life. 

Proposal:   

1. All K-5 teachers should be required to have technology training before becoming a 
teacher, so they can educate their students on how to properly use technology.  

2. All K-5 schools should have a mandatory technology class at least once a week which 
should include teaching students how to type properly and should take place in fourth 
grade and fifth grade.   

3. All K-5 teachers should be required to incorporate technology into a lesson at least 
once each month which should be monitored by administrators.   

4. The required curriculum for K-5 students should include at least one online assignment 
or activity each school year that students should complete. 

Expected Results:  
More students will be prepared for high school and college where they will have to type 

papers, make presentations, and know how to use computers properly. Knowing how to use 

technology at a younger age will save time on trying to figure out how to work computers 

later in life. Technology can also make learning more enjoyable, interactive, and can help 

students better understand the material they’re learning. 
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Proposal Author: Aidan Roach 

Delegation:  Amos Alonzo Stagg  

Proposal Topic: Individualized Teaching Methods 

Position Statement: Illinois must reform the education system to cater to the needs of smaller 

demographics of students, rather than one larger demographic. 

Proposal:  To inform the people of Illinois about the importance of a more individualized education 

system, and the shortcomings of standardized education, as well as the unhealthy environment of 

learning that is caused by classes with a large number of students. 

Expected Results: The composite average ACT score in the state of Illinois is 21.4, only 0.4 points 

higher than the national average, which is already lower than many other first world countries. If 

students had a more personalized education, subjects that they already excel in, and subjects that 

they struggle in, would be known and addressed by the teacher. Even if students were strong with a 

majority of the subjects, they may still struggle with some sections or subjects. A table can’t stand 

on three legs. Teachers need to be able to identify and strengthen material that a student is 

struggling with, and while this is rather difficult in a classroom of 30 students to be able to spend 

time with each student, if student number in classes were lower, a teacher could achieve this. This 

would raise overall test preparation and scores, causing many more students to be able to achieve 

a higher education, and high paying jobs that require degrees. This would improve the economy, 

and tax payments of the state of Illinois, as well as providing a better quality of life for the current 

and future population of Illinois. 
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Proposal Author:   Karolina Rozanski 

Delegation:   Stagg High School 

Proposal Topic:  What should Illinois do to reduce gun violence in our state. 

Position Statement: To inform the people of Illinois that gun violence is not being properly taken 
care of resulting in numerous deaths. Illinois is not investing in after-school activities, overhousing 
many broke areas, controlling amounts of illegal guns, and does not have enough police force when 
needed. To save lives a few of these pointers should be taken into consideration. 

Proposal:  
1. Roughly 60% of guns found in crime scenes were first purchased outside of Illinois, 20% from 

Indiana where obtaining illegal weapons is fairly simple. If guns could only be purchased and 
maintained within their origin country 60% of the dead would be alive today. 

2. There are extreme housing crisis in the Chicagoland area, if some of the developing 
neighborhoods could be aided by wealthy or government to move up to the South, the “hoods” 
and “gangs” would be less likely to form. 

3. After school activities should be blooming with students so they avoid going down the wrong 
path, and potentially go on an amazing path because of a sport or music scholarship. 

4. Federal assistance should be offered to help the unemployed find jobs, this way instead of 
wasting the day responsibilities would be learned and boundaries that cannot be crossed would 
be established.  

5. More policemen will not stop the bloodshed, but training them to improve the broken bounds 
between citizens and policemen will create trusting relationships. 

Expected Results: 
With gun rates lowered the state itself will not only become safe but tourism will sky rocket. 
Tourists will no longer be afraid of visiting world-known Chicago, they will pack to get on the next 
flight. Most importantly, death rates will plumage and the horrible news stories will be scarce.
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Delegation:   Kishwaukee YMCA 

 

Proposal was not available for printing; copies will be available in Springfield. 
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Proposal Author:  Christina Sedorook 

Delegation:   Victor J. Andrew 

Proposal Topic: What, if any, changes should be made to felony sentencing standards, and if there 
should be more or less rehabilitation or punishment. 

Position Statement: To inform people of Illinois how sentencing standards need to be adjusted. In 
Illinois, there is a mandatory minimum sentencing policy, but it is only valid to certain crimes of 
certain extent. Also, to show people how more rehabilitation really does effect future crime rates. 

 
Proposal: 
1. Mandatory minimum sentencing can protect against possible disparities in sentencing. However, 

when the extent of one’s crime is more severe and they are only prosecuted with the minimum, 
studies show that they are more likely to commit a much more severe crime in the future. 

2. The sentencing time of prisoners should be longer. The maximum sentencing for misdemeanors 
is to be no longer than a year, and the the minimum mandatory sentencing for felonies, is at 
least a year. By extending the time prisoners are more likely to come to an understanding about 
the severity of committing a crime. 

3. The maximum rehabilitation should also be extended. Rehabilitation offers many people who 
have recently come out of prison, to have a chance at restarting their lives. Rehabilitation 
offers many opportunities such as job placement, training, housing programs, etc. The only 
negative aspect to rehabilitation is that job federal rules limit supported employment services 
to 18 months. If the time is extended, rehabilitation centers can fully allow their participants to 
develop and be in a stable state that shows they are ready to move on from care. 

4. More attention should also be paid to the individual prisoners to make sure they are mentally, 
physically, and emotionally stable. Prisons and rehabilitation centers should hire more workers, 
specialists, etc. that could come in and work one on one with inmates. 

 
Expected Results: 

The expected outcome of extended imprisonment and if needed, longer rehabilitation , will greatly 
benefit criminals and recovering criminals. It will allow them to have a much better chance at having 
a stable and successful life after treatment. Not only will it greatly impact their livelihoods, it will 
also go to prevent further crimes from being committed which can overall hinder the outcome of 
progressively making our society a much safer environment. 
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Proposal Author:  Leonardo Serdar 

Delegation:  Carl Sandburg High School 

Proposal Topic:  Requirements that should be enacted for those who are 

adopting domestic animals: cats and dogs 

Position Statement: To protect adopted animals from owners who may mistreat them. 

Owners who would mistreat their pets do not deserve to have them, and the current 

adoption process in Illinois is not doing enough to ensure the animals safety and 

happiness. 

 
Proposal: 

1. Domesticated animals are domestic for a reason: to be man's companion. Currently, many 
people who are gaining access to these pets are mistreating them. 

2. Mandatory background checks should become required for those who wish to adopt a pet. This 
will limit the amount of animals going to those who do not deserve to have them, and may mistreat 
them. 

3. Background checks can be done by either partnering with the American Society for Prevention 
of Cruelty to Animals, or the Animal Rescue of Illinois. A form will need to be filled out, complete 
with detailed questions about legal and personal history. 

4. Granting access to a pet for a criminal will vary based on the crime committed. All applicants 
who have committed a form of domestic abuse will be rejected. 

5. If an applicant has any form of criminal history, he/she can apply for an in-person interview 
with an adoption agent to see if they are fit for a pet. 

Expected Results: 

The amount of animal cruelty cases will go down due to the decrease in owners who aren't fit for a 

pet. Less animals will be in shelters because of the denial of applicants who cannot take care of 

their pets. All in all, domestic animals will be protected from bad owners.
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Proposal Author:   Isabelle Staron    

Delegation:  Wheaton North High School  

Proposal Topic:  High School curriculum should implement to improve the physical and 
mental well-being of the student population.  

Position Statement:  To inform the Illinois schools about their curriculum and revising it to make 
it the best of their abilities to benefit the students well-being. 

The mental and physical health of students is very important to their future.  

Proposal: 
1. School districts should provide a high-quality curricular physical education program that 

engages students in a vigorous- or moderate- intensity physical activity. High school students 
spend on average 45 minutes of a physical activity.  

Expected Results: 
The mental and physical health of students depends on the curriculum of the school. The choices 
that students make for their own future depends on the support they get from all their peers. A 
healthy educational and social experience can have a brighter future for students. 
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Proposal Author: Radha Thakrar 

Delegation: Neuqua Valley High School 

Proposal Topic: Implementing new high school requirements. 

Position Statement: High school students today are suffering with the unhealthy 
conditions in their environment. By implementing changes to statewide school systems, the 
student’s mental and physical well-being will improve, leading to success. 

Proposal: 
1. An overwhelming amount of stress and emphasis is placed on standardized test scores like the 

ACT and SAT. Instead, the Illinois Board of Education should give mandatory statewide tests 
several times a year and take the average of these scores to find a more accurate 
representation of a student’s intelligence; the format of these tests will be similar to the 
current tests. 

2. Schools must place more of an emphasis on teaching students life skills rather than the basic 
academic curriculum. These include social skills (collaboration and relationships), financial 
handling, and knowledge on insurance and taxes, among many others. These life skills should be 
incorporated as a unit into students’ health classes. These are vital to well-rounded students 
who have general knowledge on all subjects, not just in academics. 

3. Stricter penalties need to be enacted on schools that skip Physical Education, which is a 
required class by law. Almost 40% of schools do not incorporate Physical Education 5 days a 
week. Not only does PE improve one’s physical shape (which is necessary with the high youth 
obesity rates), but it is proven to reduce stress and anxiety. 

4. Teachers must have a major and certificate in Physical Education to teach PE classes, as nearly 
20% of PE teachers do not. These teachers are considered inexperienced and are not fit to 
teach the PE curriculum as they could be teaching incorrect information and techniques to 
students. More thorough background checks should be placed on PE teachers to verify that 
they are properly qualified. This could be funded through a 0.3% increase in vice taxes, 
including an increase on taxes for alcohol, tobacco, and other harmful products. 

5. Failure to meet these standards will include a surveillance of the school from an Illinois Board 
of Education representative, who will decide the penalty. 

Expected Results: 
By implementing these rules, the overall physical and mental well-being of students will greatly 
improve. The physical aspect of these conditions will enable students to be taught Physical 
Education more accurately, while reducing obesity rates and stress levels. More frequent 
standardized tests will reduce the overwhelming anxiety that the majority of high schoolers are 
currently dealing with, leading to overall happiness. Lastly, if basic life skills that are usually 
overlooked are taught, a substantial difference will be seen from the behavior and basic problem-
solving of kids. 
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Proposal Author: Ryan Thomason       

Delegation: Amos Alonzo Stagg      

Proposal Topic: What should Illinois do to encourage small businesses to invest here and 
grow?       

Position Statement: There aren’t enough small businesses as there should be and existing 
businesses should be expanding more, this isn’t happening which is limiting the amount of available 
paying jobs. 

Proposal:   
1. Promote the Capital Access Program (CAP), a business that provides small businesses with various 

financial needs. It was created so that small businesses that don’t meet the conventional lending 
policies can still get small loans which will help entrepreneurs get started on their new businesses. 
Other programs that will help support new small businesses are the Participation Loan Program 
(PLP) and the Collateral Support Program (CSP). These two programs would help to modernize the 
business so that it would stay competitive and also it would create jobs and help the business to be 
cautious of problems. Also, it can promote the business and show great growth potential as well as 
attract investors to the business. 
 
Expected Results:  
Increasing the amount of small businesses would increase innovation and competition. Giving small 
businesses the tools they need to grow would help to boost our economy. New small businesses 
would bring innovative ideas, new products to the market, and accelerate job creation in Illinois. 
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Proposal Author:   Landon Williams      

Delegation:  Waubonsie Valley High School       

Proposal Topic:  Fixing the Illinois State Budget 

Position Statement:  To inform of people of the State of Illinois that billions of dollars are 
being unpaid bills by the government. Illinois is not providing a budget that should be 
increased and that is more balanced every year. Taxes have also been increased for 
corporations and property lender, which doesn't really solves the problem as it will create 
more debt and more economic problems for the state.  

Proposal:   
1. Expand the size of the budget that could allow spending to increase over time with 

increase about the same with the inflation of the U.S. dollar. This will occur 2 years 
after property and corporate taxes are lowered and will be increased to $100 billion 
from the current $87.4 billion.  

2. Decreasing property taxes for the middle class so economic optimism and prosperity 
can occur from local businesses and have big corporations come to invest in the state. 
Property taxes currently are a flat tax which will stay the same but the rate is currently 
4.95% which should be lowered to 4%. That could also be fixed with a decrease in 
corporate taxes which is currently 7.75% which should be decreased to 6.50%. Thus 
more revenue can be created for increased spending as a result.  

3. Have a balance budget resolution with regulations to help fund to the appropriate 
government services instead of overspending on them. It will also put in place when a 
recession occurs to help economic growth coming out it and not hurting the economy. It 
will also function to check the conditions of a economy as when a recession occurs, 
regulations can be put in place to rebuild the state’s economy and help create economic 
growth again.  

4. The minimum wage is currently $8.25 per hour in Illinois compared to the national 
average of $7.25 per hour. Many young workers in Illinois are struggling to pay their 
own bills. A $10 minimum wage can make more money for small businesses but at the 
same time, it doesn't bankrupt any big corporations with many franchisees. 

Expected Results:  
The state would have more money to spend on jobs and education when it can have 
increased spending. Small businesses can grow as a result of taxes being reduced and with 
increased revenue. A balanced budget would create lower taxes and increase spending. This 
can also help school districts pay their own debts and increase the quality of their 
students’ education. Surpluses can be created and some of the state debt can be payed off. 
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STATE OF ILLINOIS 

Sixty-Ninth Session 

Illinois Youth Legislature 

 

 
Introduced by: Referred to Committee:

 

Senate Sponsor: 

House Sponsor:                                                                                         Gray Special Committee 

At the Request of: Danyal Khomusi 

Delegation: Neuqua Valley High School 

 
A BILL 

 
For an Act creating Chapter 48, section 610, subsection D of the Illinois Compiled Statues, relating 
to the issuing of mandatory, paid vacation time. 

 
BE IT ENACTED BY THE YMCA YOUTH LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ILLINOIS.
 1 
 2 

Section I. This bill will establish a mandatory, paid vacation time of a minimum of 20 days, 3 
issued by employers, as apart of wage.   The employee must be paid a sum  equal to such 4 
individual's wages for a normal workday, as provided in subsection C of this Section. 5 

Section II. Every employer must issue 20 paid vacation days to its employees, as apart of wage. 6 
This may be increased on a basis including inducement for future service, merit, or a pro 7 
rata, length-of-service, upon contractual agreement of employee; but may never be declined or 8 
decreased. This must be provided even after the termination or leave of an employee as outlined 9 
in subsections B and C of this section, until completion of pending vacation days. 10 

Section III. This bill will be placed under the regulation of the Illinois Department of Labor, 11 
under the concern of employee mental health, as a 20 day paid vacation has been strongly 12 
linked to increased employee productivity and decrease employee depression and suicide rates. 13 
Employers who do not provide these mandatory vacation dates will be required to provide the 14 
missed vacation days and increase the vacation days to 30 for the next calendar year. Should an 15 
employee need therapy for mental illness, and were forcibly declined paid, vacation days, the 16 
employer must fully fund the employee’s  therapy.  These  sanctions  may  be  voided  if  an  17 
employee  were  to consensually give up vacation days. 18 

Section IV. This Bill shall go into effect on June 1, 2018 upon the signature of the Youth Governor 19 
of the State of Illinois. 20 
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STATE OF ILLINOIS 

 
Sixty-Ninth Session 

Illinois Youth Legislature 

 

 
Introduced by: Referred to Committee: 

Senate Sponsor:  

House Sponsor: 

At the Request of: Rahul Koul 

Delegation: Neuqua Valley High School 

 

A BILL 

 
For an Act amending Chapter 1, Article 80, of the Illinois Compiled Statues, relating to relating to 
paid parental leave for two guardians per family. 

 
BE IT ENACTED BY THE YMCA YOUTH LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ILLINOIS.

Section I. Employees who provide proof (statement from healthcare provider) that their female 1 

partner is pregnant must be given the same leave with income benefits for 4 weeks. 2 

Section II. Parental leave will be limited to two leaves per a family. This applies for the 3 

guardians of the child, typically the mother and the father. 4 

Section III. Employees who oppose or do not follow the laws stated in this bill will receive a fine of 5 

$4000 per employee or a loss of wages determined by the employer during the parental leave. 6 

Section IV. In order for an employee to receive the benefits of paid parental leave, they must have 7 

had worked for at least 100 hours before the leave has begun. 8 

Section V. This Bill shall go into effect on June 1, 2018 upon the signature of the Youth Governor 9 

of the State of Illinois. 10 
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PRAYER FOR THE ORANGE HOUSE 

 

 

Lord I pray that you would watch over us as we depart and 

head our separate ways. I pray we would be blessed in the 

weeks to come as we go about our lives. That We would not 

forget the experiences shared and bonds created, and that 

these newfound friendships would last a lifetime. Lord God I 

pray all these things in the name of your son Jesus, Amen. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Wesley Hawkins 
Chaplain 
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STATE OF ILLINOIS 

Sixty-Ninth Session 
Illinois Youth Legislature 

Introduced by: Referred to Committee: Orange 1 

Senate Sponsor: Roberto Garcia 

House Sponsor: Quinn Fulmer 

Co-Sponsors: Michael Stark 

Delegation:  Lake Park High School 

A BILL 

For an Act Creating Chapter 8 Section 3, of the Illinois Compiled Statutes, relating to relating to 
wind turbines and wild bird migrations. 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE YMCA YOUTH LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ILLINOIS. 

Section I. All wind farms must shut-off wind turbines during the following periods of key bird 1 
migration, (March 30th - May 30th), and (August 31st - November 3rd). 2 

Section II. Any violation towards this bill will result in a conviction of a Class A misdemeanor with a 3 
maximum fine of 250,000 dollars (In accordance to the Migratory Bird Act of 1918 and adjusted 4 
for inflation) depending on the severity of the violation, to be enforced by local patrolling 5 
authorities and reported to the IDNR. 6 

Section III. Any violation resulting in the death of one or more protected bird species will call for a 7 
300,000 dollar fine per bird in addition to immediate termination of turbine use until migration 8 
season is over. This is to be enforced by local patrolling authorities and reported to the IDNR. 9 

Section IV. This Bill shall go into effect on July 1, 2018 upon the signature of the Youth Governor 10 
of the State of Illinois. 11 
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STATE OF ILLINOIS 

Sixty-Ninth Session 
Illinois Youth Legislature 

 

Introduced by: Referred to Committee: Orange 1 

Senate Sponsor: Joe Schmidt 

House Sponsor: Chase Timmons 

Co-Sponsors: Torean Moore 

Delegation:  Mount Vernon Township High school   

 

A BILL 

For an Act, amending Chapter 235 Article 6 of the Illinois Compiled Statutes, relating to drinking 
age. 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE YMCA YOUTH LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ILLINOIS. 

Section I. This bill will lower the drinking age from 21 to 18 for any alcoholic beverage under 19 1 
percent alcohol content.  2 

Section II. If a minor under the age of 18 is to break this law, penalties that are already in effect 3 
would come into place.  4 

A. Providing alcohol to an individual under the age of 18 will receive a maximum $2,500 fine and 5 
up to a year in jail for a misdemeanor offense.  6 

B. Felony offense can result in a prison sentence of one year or more and fines up to $25,000.  7 
C. Possession, consumption, purchase, or receipt of alcohol by an individual under the age of 18 8 

years of age is subject to 3-month suspension of driving privileges for court supervision, 6 9 
months for first conviction, 1 year for second conviction, and license revocation for 10 
subsequent convictions. 11 

D.  Illegal transportation of alcohol in an automobile by an individual under the age of 18 is 12 
subject to a maximum $1,000 fine, driver license suspension for one year on the first offense, 13 
and one-year revocation for subsequent offenses.  14 

E. Underage D.U.I Convictions: 1st Conviction- Up to one year in jail and fines up to $2,500. 15 
Two-year minimum revocation of driver’s license. Not eligible for driving relief until the second 16 
year. 2nd Conviction- Up to one year in jail and fines up to $2,500. Revocation of driver’s  17 
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F. license for a minimum five years or until age 18, whichever is longer. Mandatory minimum 18 
imprisonment of 5 days or 240 hours of community service.  19 

G. Aggravated D.U.I. penalties include- Imprisonment of up to 14 years for D.U.I. resulting in the 20 
loss of life; Imprisonment of up to 28 years for multiple fatalities; Felony charges vary for 21 
offense from a Class 4 felony to a Class X felony; Minimum revocation periods vary for 22 
offense from a minimum of one year to mandatory life.  23 

H. It is unlawful to sell serve, deliver, or give alcoholic beverages to a person under 18 years of 24 
age or to any intoxicated person. Violation of this provision is a Class A Misdemeanor. 25 
Penalty: Minimum $500 fine and jail sentence up to one year.  26 

I. Illinois law prohibits any person, after purchasing or obtaining alcoholic beverages, from 27 
selling, giving, or delivering those alcoholic beverages to any individual under the age of 18 28 
years. Violations of this provision is a Class A Misdemeanor. Penalty: Minimum $500 fine and 29 
jail sentence of up to one year. 30 

J.  It is unlawful to sell, give, or deliver alcohol to an intoxicated person. Violation of this 31 
provision is a Class A Misdemeanor. Penalty: Minimum $500 fine and jail sentence of up to 32 
one year.  33 

K. A person under the age of 18 is prohibited from possessing alcoholic beverages on the street, 34 
highway, or any public place or in any place open to the public. Violation of this provision is a 35 
Class A Misdemeanor. Penalty: Underage person is subject to a minimum $500 fine and 36 
additional enhanced penalties for illegal transportation of open alcohol.  37 

L. Illinois law prohibits persons under 18 years of age from purchasing, possessing, consuming, 38 
and/or accepting a gift of alcoholic beverages, except under the direct supervision and 39 
approval of the parent(s) or guardian(s) in the privacy of a home or during a religious 40 
ceremony. Violation of this provision is a Class A Misdemeanor. Penalty: The person under 18 41 
years of age is subject to a minimum $500 fine and 25 hours of community service, preferably 42 
as part of an alcohol abuse prevention program.  43 

M. To prevent sales and/or service of alcoholic beverages to individuals under the age of 18, the 44 
license, its agent, or an employee as the right to refuse to sell or serve alcoholic beverages to 45 
anyone unable to produce adequate written proof of identity age. Adequate proof of age and 46 
identity of an individual in Illinois is a document issued by federal, state, county, or municipal 47 
government including, but not limited to, a driver’s license, selective service card, or an Armed 48 
Services identification card. Note: All “Under 18” Illinois driver’s licenses and identification 49 
cards are in a vertical design and include a red bar indicating the date of when the holder 50 
turns 18. Proof that written identification was demanded, shown, and reasonably relied upon 51 
may be used as a defense in criminal and/or license revocation proceedings unless the 52 
identification shown was known by the licensee to be fraudulent when shown.  53 

Section III. This Bill shall go into effect on 1 January, 2019, upon the signature of the Youth 54 
Governor of the State of Illinois. 55 
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STATE OF ILLINOIS 

Sixty-Ninth Session 
Illinois Youth Legislature 

 

Introduced by: Referred to Committee: Orange 1 

Senate Sponsor: Adam Egly 

House Sponsor: Desiree Walters 

Co-Sponsors: James Monroe, Valerie Garcia 

Delegation:  Oswego 

 

A BILL 

For an Act creating Chapter 305 Section 5 Article VIIIB, of the Illinois Compiled Statutes, relating 
to welfare fraud. 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE YMCA YOUTH LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ILLINOIS. 

Section I. Illinois residents receiving need-based assistance from the Illinois state government will 1 
be required to test negatively on a random drug test which could be required at a maximum of once 2 
a month. Recipients will be called to submit to the test a maximum of 12 times annually and a 3 
minimum of 3 times annually.  4 

Section II. An individual who tests positive for illegal substances will be required to enter a drug 5 
rehabilitation program which will be funded by the welfare benefits being repurposed to that task. 6 
An appropriate rehabilitation program will be recommended by a counselor in the Illinois 7 
Department of Human Services. Individuals will be required to provide documentation of attendance 8 
in said program to continue to receive benefits.  9 

Section III. The Director of the Department of Workforce Services, in coordination with the IL 10 
Department of Human Services, shall promulgate rules necessary for the implementation of drug 11 
testing. 12 

Section IV. This Bill shall go into effect on January 1, 2019 upon the signature of the Youth 13 
Governor of the State of Illinois. 14 
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STATE OF ILLINOIS 

Sixty-Ninth Session 
Illinois Youth Legislature 

 Introduced by:  Referred to Committee: Orange 2 

Senate Sponsor: Casslyn Pedigo 

House Sponsor: Savannah Staples 

Co-Sponsors:  Brianna Dorris and Maddie Kate Hollis            

Delegation:   Sesser-Valier  

A BILL 

For an Act creating chapter 105 Section 5, of the Illinois Compiled Statutes, relating to school 
boards. 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE YMCA YOUTH LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ILLINOIS.

Section I. All Illinois schools are required to have (4) student representatives on the school board. 1 

Section II. From both the junior and senior class (2) student representatives must be chosen. The 2 
students must maintain an A or B average and participate in at least (1) extracurricular club or 3 
sport.  4 

Section III. The representatives will be elected by the faculty of the high school, during the first (4) 5 
weeks of the school year. If one, or both, of the students chosen do not wish to serve as 6 
representatives, the student(s) with the next highest votes will be offered the position(s).  7 

Section IV. The representatives will only be present in sessions open to the public. During sessions 8 
where legal issues, information of any student, or information about any families are discussed, the 9 
student representatives will be dismissed.  10 

Section V. The representatives will be non-voting members. 11 

Section VI. If no two representatives have been chosen in the first (30) days of the school year, the 12 
school will be fined $200. For every month after that with no student representatives, the school 13 
will continue to be fined $200.  14 

Section  VII. This Bill shall go into effect on June 12th 2018 ,upon the signature of the Youth 15 
Governor of  the State of Illinois.  16 
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STATE OF ILLINOIS 

Sixty-Ninth Session 
Illinois Youth Legislature 

 

Introduced by: Referred to Committee: Orange 2 

Senate Sponsor: Olivia Bigler 

House Sponsor: Alyssa Anderson 

Co-Sponsors: Faith Lange, Myah Mcbride 

Delegation:  Lake Park High School 

 

A BILL 

For an Act Creating Chapter 5 article 10, of the Illinois Compiled Statutes, relating to later start 
times for high schools. 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE YMCA YOUTH LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ILLINOIS. 

Section I. High Schools will start at 8:30 a.m. and end at 3:30 p.m. 1 

Section II. Schools who fail to meet the requirements of these starting and ending times will be 2 
fined $5,000 for the first month. Every month they fail to meet the regulations after the first 3 
offense, the fine will increase by $500. The State Board of Education will fine these schools and 4 
collect the money. 5 

Section III. The school’s local district will report high school starting times to the State Board of 6 
Education. The schools that disobey these regulations, will have more fines to pay. The fines 7 
collected will be put into a pool to be distributed to help lower income school districts fund before 8 
and after school programs.  9 

Section IV. This Bill shall go into effect on June 1, 2019 upon the signature of the Youth Governor 10 
of the State of Illinois. 11 
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STATE OF ILLINOIS 

Sixty-Ninth Session 
Illinois Youth Legislature 

Introduced by: Referred to Committee: Orange 2 

Senate Sponsor: Hannah Heitmeyer 

House Sponsor: Isabel Heitmeyer 

Co-Sponsors: Addi Sargent 

Delegation:  Mount Vernon 

A BILL 

For an Act creating section, 730 5/3-3-8 of the Illinois Compiled Statutes, relating to Parole. 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE YMCA YOUTH LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ILLINOIS. 

Section I. Upon receiving a positive report from the prison in which the inmate is housed, an inmate 1 
of the ages 75 and older who has served at least half their minimum sentence may receive geriatric 2 
parole providing there is approval from the Parole Commission.  3 

Section II. A prisoner may be granted geriatric parole if the Parole Commission finds that: 4 

A) It is proven that the prisoner is at a low risk of committing another crime. 5 
B) The prisoner’s release will not cause a disruption in society.  6 

Section III. The seriousness of the previous crime/crimes committed by the prisoner will be 7 
considered in determining whether parole shall be granted. 8 

Section IV. To apply for geriatric parole, the prisoner or their representative may submit a form to 9 
the institution in which they are housed.  The application will be forwarded to the Parole 10 
Commission who will review the application and determine whether the inmate is eligible for 11 
geriatric parole. 12 

Section V.  In determining eligibility, the Parole commission shall consider: 13 

A) Age of the prisoner 14 
B) Prisoner’s state of health 15 
C) Level of risk for violence 16 
D) Institutional behavior 17 
E) Criminal history 18 

Section VI.  To provide for possible changed circumstances, the prisoner or their representative can 19 
ask for reconsideration no earlier than 2 years after previous application was filed.  20 

Section V. This Bill shall go into effect on January 1, 2019 upon the signature of the Youth 21 
Governor of the State of Illinois. 22 
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STATE OF ILLINOIS 

Sixty-Ninth Session 
Illinois Youth Legislature 

 

Introduced by:  Referred to Committee: Orange 2 

Senate Sponsor: Nolan Flaherty  

House Sponsor: Justin Fischer  

Co-Sponsors: Allyssa Vargas and Austin Verthein 

Delegation:  Oswego High School 

 

A BILL 

For an Act amending Chapter 10 Section 77 Article 1, of the Illinois Compiled Statutes, relating to 
Election Reform. 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE YMCA YOUTH LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ILLINOIS. 

Section I. The process of creating legislative districts will be performed by a panel of nine federal 1 
judges. The first three panel members are the chief judges of the three federal district courts in 2 
Illinois. The remaining six members are the two most senior judges from each federal district court 3 
who are not currently serving as chief judge.    4 

Section II. Individuals and organizations are prohibited from donating any more than $5,000 to a 5 
political campaign for office during the primary election campaign. Individuals and organizations are 6 
prohibited from donating any more than $5,000 to a political campaign for office during the 7 
general election campaign.  8 

Section III. Any individual or organization found guilty of donating more than $5,000 to a political 9 
campaign will be fined double of what they donated. 10 

Section IV. The Illinois State Board of Elections is responsible for enforcement.  11 

Section V. This Bill shall go into effect on January 1st, 2019 upon the signature of the Youth 12 
Governor of the State of Illinois. 13 
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STATE OF ILLINOIS 

Sixty-Ninth Session 
Illinois Youth Legislature 

 

Introduced by: Referred to Committee: Orange 3 

Senate Sponsor: Kadin Kiselewski 

House Sponsor: Mitchell Bulla 

Co-Sponsors: Addison Page, Jackson Stubblefield 

Delegation:  Sesser-Valier 

 

A BILL 

For an Act Amending Article IV Section 2a, of the Illinois Constitution, relating to Illinois senator 
term limits. 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE YMCA YOUTH LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ILLINOIS. 

Section I. This bill will change the term limits for Illinois senators from its current form of 1 
alternating two and four year terms to a term limit of four years for all senators. 2 

Section II. In even numbered senatorial districts, elections shall be held on normal election years. In 3 
odd numbered senatorial districts, elections shall be held on midterm election years. 4 

Section III. This Bill shall go into effect on January 1, 2019 upon the signature of the Youth 5 
Governor of the State of Illinois. 6 
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STATE OF ILLINOIS 

Sixty-Ninth Session 
Illinois Youth Legislature 

 

Introduced by: Referred to Committee: Orange 3 

Senate Sponsor: Derek Hill 

House Sponsor: Daniel Song 

Co-Sponsors: Gatlin Miller 

Delegation:  Mt. Vernon 

A BILL 

For an Act amending, Chapter 105 Section 5, Aticle X of the IllinoisCompiled Statutes, relating to 
school counseling services. 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE YMCA YOUTH LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ILLINOIS. 

Section Ia. In the state of Illinois, there must be I counselor for every 250 students in each public 1 
school. 2 

Section Ib. In addition, school counselors statewide will be evaluated every quarter of the school 3 
year be the State Board of Education. The must present, with affidavits, how they are following all 4 
of the requirements stated in the Illinois Compiled Statutes. 5 

Section IIa. If schools fail to comply with the guideline set in Section 1a, they will receive a warning 6 
restating the mandate of the counselor to student ratio. If no action is taken 1 month subsequently 7 
following the warning, further notice will be taken, including a fine of $500 to ensure the school is 8 
aware of the mandate and that they will follow the guideline. If they fail to comply one month after 9 
the second notice, they will again be warned with a $1000 fine. Any month following this final 10 
warning, the school will be fined $1000 until complying with the set mandate. 11 

Section IIb. If counselors of the schools fail to provide evidence of correctly following the guidelines 12 
set in the ILCS during each quarter, they will immediately be notified of their failure to comply. The 13 
school will also be notified of the counselor’s inability to perform their duties successfully, and will 14 
be asked to take the initiative to fix this issue. If they fail to comply for a second time, they will be 15 
suspended from their duties, and the school will be asked to hire an interim counselor for the  16 
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remainder of the school year. The school is, however, allowed to hire this counselor as a teacher as 17 
they should already have a teacher’s certification. They can be hired as counselor for the next 18 
school year, with only one notification of the same consequences. 19 

Section III. This Bill shall go into effect on August 1, 2018 upon the signature of the Youth 20 
Governor of the State of Illinois. 21 
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STATE OF ILLINOIS 

Sixty-Ninth Session 
Illinois Youth Legislature 

 

Introduced by: Referred to Committee: Orange 3 

Senate Sponsor: Tahany Harb 

House Sponsor: Ally Smerz 

Co-Sponsors: Kyra Woodland, Alison Sanders 

Delegation:  Oswego 

 

A BILL 

For an Act amending Article III Section II, of the Illinois State Constitution, relating to Voter 
Qualifications. 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE YMCA YOUTH LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ILLINOIS. 

Section I. Illinois citizens imprisoned on account of misdemeanors and nonviolent felonies have the 1 
right to vote while imprisoned. Nonviolent felonies are limited to involuntary manslaughter, 2 
burglary, extortion not in relation to person, larceny, forgery, embezzlement, and possession and 3 
sale of drugs, excluding leaders in multilevel drug cartels. 4 

Section II. The Illinois State Board of Elections and each county’s Board of Elections will be 5 
responsible for enforcement.   6 

Section III. Each county Boards of Elections will allocate the proper amount of funds necessary to 7 
administer elections at jail or prison sites in Illinois on election days. 8 

Section IV. This Bill shall go into effect on January 1, 2019 upon the approval of the people of 9 
Illinois, by statewide ballot on November 6, 2018.  10 
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STATE OF ILLINOIS 

Sixty-Ninth Session 
Illinois Youth Legislature 

 

Introduced by: Referred to Committee: Orange 4 

Senate Sponsor: Barry Varley 

House Sponsor: Alice Lopera 

Co-Sponsors:       

Delegation:  Carl Sandburg High School 

A BILL 

For an Act creating chapter 61, section 7 of the Illinois Compiled Statutes, relating to security 
at private events. 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE YMCA YOUTH LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ILLINOIS.

Section I. All private events in the state of Illinois exceeding 10,000 attendees must have at least 1 
80 security guards with a ratio of 125:13. 2 

Section II. The company or hosts of the event are the ones required to hire a 3rd party security 3 
company to guard the event. 4 

Section III. All 3rd party security companies are required to have a security licence that is 5 
approved by the state of Illinois. 6 

Section IV. Companies hosting these events must provide proof that the sufficient about of 7 
security will be provided to the local precinct where the event will take place 3 weeks before the 8 
event. 9 

Section V. Failure to complete the regulations will result in a $10,000 for every 200 people over 10 
capacity/guard limit. 11 

Section IV. All private events in the state of Illinois exceeding 10,00 attendees must have security 12 
guards in a ration of 125:1, increasing the ratio by 100 for every additional 10,000 people.  13 

Section IV. This Bill shall go into effect on July 1st, 2018 upon the signature of the Youth 14 
Governor of the State of Illinois. 15 

 

Orange - 14



RI-55 H-O-12 

STATE OF ILLINOIS 

Sixty-Ninth Session 
Illinois Youth Legislature 

Introduced by: Referred to Committee: Orange 4 

Senate Sponsor: Nate Hart  

House Sponsor: Andrew Bafundo 

Co-Sponsors: Colin Brogan 

Delegation:  Oswego High School 

 

A BILL 

For an Act creating Chapter 725 Section 10 Article I, of the Illinois Compiled Statutes, relating to 
Criminal Procedure. 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE YMCA YOUTH LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ILLINOIS.

Section I. A Protest by definition is a peaceful gathering for the purpose of expressing an opinion 1 
about an issue. A Riot by definition is a violent disturbance of the peace by a crowd.  2 

Section II. If a Riot is showing signs of dispersion, law enforcement officers can only use non-lethal 3 
actions against rioters within arm’s reach of a law enforcement officer. If a Riot is commanded to 4 
disperse by the commanding law enforcement officer on site, but rioters fail to disperse, law 5 
enforcement officers are permitted to use non-lethal ranged tools and non-lethal chemical agents. 6 
If a Riot is actively engaging law enforcement officers in both ranged and melee action that can 7 
lead to death of bystanders or law enforcement officers, law enforcement officers are permitted to 8 
act with justifiable lethal force.  9 

Section III. Municipal, County, and State law enforcement departments will be responsible for 10 
working in conjunction with the chief executive of the municipality in making these decisions. The 11 
chief executive of the municipality is permitted to remove the chief law enforcement officer from 12 
duty if they do not act according to the directions of the chief executive of the municipality.  13 

Section IV. This Bill shall go into effect on May 1st , 2018 upon the signature of the Youth 14 
Governor of the State of Illinois. 15 
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STATE OF ILLINOIS 

Sixty-Ninth Session 
Illinois Youth Legislature 

 

Introduced by: Referred to Committee: Orange 4 

Senate Sponsor: Lauren Mygatt 

House Sponsor: Alecia Stacey 

Co-Sponsors: Jenna Jones, Hayley Whittington 

Delegation:  Sesser-Valier 

 

A BILL 

For an Act Amending Chapter 625 section 106, of the Illinois Compiled Statutes, relating to sale of 
motor vehicles on Sundays. 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE YMCA YOUTH LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ILLINOIS. 

Section I. This bill will allow car dealerships to be open for business on Sundays. 1 

Section II. This is not a mandate. Therefore car dealerships will not be mandated to be open for 2 
business on Sundays.  3 

Section III. This Bill shall go into effect on January 1, 2019 upon the signature of the Youth 4 
Governor of the State of Illinois. 5 
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STATE OF ILLINOIS 

Sixty-Ninth Session 
Illinois Youth Legislature 

 

Introduced by: Referred to Committee: Orange 4 

Senate Sponsor: Matthew Lamczyk 

House Sponsor: Kadin Asbery 

Co-Sponsors: Rohan Patel, Michael Whisenhunt 

Delegation:  Mt. Vernon 

 

A BILL 

For an Act Amending, Chapter 625, Section5/6(g) of the Illinois Compiled Statutes, relating to 
graduated drivers licenses. 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE YMCA YOUTH LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ILLINOIS. 

Section I. This bill shall remove the reduced limit of passengers for underage drivers within 12 1 
months following the issuing of their license. 2 

Section II. This Bill shall go into effect on January 1, 2019 upon the signature of the Youth 3 
Governor of the State of Illinois. 4 
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Introduced by: Referred to Committee: Orange 5 

Senate Sponsor: Sarah Abraham  

House Sponsor: Anjali Patel 

Co-Sponsors: John Deimling, Michaela Brant 

Delegation:  Lake Park High School 

 

A BILL 

For an Act Amending Chapter 43, Section, 6-20, of the Illinois Compiled Statutes, relating to 
consumption of alcohol by a minor without consent of a guardian on private non-alcohol selling 
properties. 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE YMCA YOUTH LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ILLINOIS. 

Section I. People ages eighteen to twenty years old can consume alcoholic beverages including beer, 1 
wine and spirits on private, non-alcohol selling properties without the consent of a guardian. 2 
People ages eighteen to twenty on public property are prohibited from consuming all alcoholic 3 
beverages.  4 

Section II. Any person that violates this act for a first time will be fined $150 dollars  5 

Section III. Violations after the first offense will result in loss of driver’s license for three months 6 
and twenty (20) hours of community service with three months of loss of license and twenty (20) 7 
hours of community service added with each offense. 8 

Section IV. This law will be regulated by the communities’ police force similarly to current alcohol 9 
prohibiting laws. 10 

Section V. This Bill shall go into effect on July 1 ,  2018  upon the signature of the Youth 11 
Governor of the State of Illinois. 12 
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STATE OF ILLINOIS 

Sixty-Ninth Session 
Illinois Youth Legislature 

 

Introduced by: Referred to Committee: Orange 5 

Senate Sponsor: Gabe Tisdale 

House Sponsor: Jeremiah Fitzjerrells 

Co-Sponsors: Brennan Docherty, Reece Morgan 

Delegation:  Mount Vernon 

 

A BILL 

For an Act amending,625 5/11-601.5(a) of the Illinois Compiled Statutes, relating to speeding. 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE YMCA YOUTH LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ILLINOIS. 

Section I.  Illinois law states if you go over twenty-six miles per hour but under thirty-five miles per 1 
hour you get a class B misdemeanor. We will change that law to say “ a driver going 26-35 mph 2 
over the posted speed limit will be charged a $300 fine. A driver going 36-50 mph over the posted 3 
speed limit will be charged a $1000 fine. A driver going 50 mph or more over the posted speed 4 
limit will be charged a $1500 fine and a class B misdemeanor.” 5 

Section II. This Bill will go into effect on January 1, 2019 upon the signature of the Youth Governor 6 
of the State of Illinois. 7 
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STATE OF ILLINOIS 

Sixty-Ninth Session 
Illinois Youth Legislature 

 

Introduced by: Referred to Committee: Orange 5 

Senate Sponsor: Hannah Kelsheimer 

House Sponsor: Nathan Labora 

Co-Sponsors: Patrick Hamrick, Tess O’Connell 

Delegation:  Oswego 

 

A BILL 

For an Act amending Chapter 150, of the Illinois Compiled Statutes, relating to environmentally 
friendly policy in public schools. 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE YMCA YOUTH LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ILLINOIS. 

Section I. Financial assistance will be provided to public schools supporting the implementation of 1 
actions that reduce their carbon footprint through programs that develop ways to reduce, reuse, 2 
and recycle.   3 

Section II. The law will be enforced by the Illinois State Board of Education in conjunction with the 4 
Illinois Environmental Protection Agency. 5 

Section III. A carbon tax of $20 per ton of carbon emitted, will be collected and distributed to 6 
eligible public schools who submit appropriate documentation.  7 

Section IV. This Bill shall go into effect on August 1, 2019 upon the signature of the Youth 8 
Governor of the State of Illinois. 9 
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STATE OF ILLINOIS 

Sixty-Ninth Session 
Illinois Youth Legislature 

 

Introduced by: Referred to Committee: Orange 5 

Senate Sponsor: Braden Rice 

House Spon sor: Dylan Gossett 

Co- Spon sors: Braden Gentry, Jabe Outland 

Dele gat ion: Carterville 

A BILL 

For an Act ending the Pyrotechnic Use Act , of the Illinois Compiled Statutes,  relating to 
firework sales. 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE YMCA YOUTH LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ILLINOIS.

Section I. End the Pyrotechnic Use Act that bans the use, sale, purchase, and possession of 1 
most fireworks in the state of Illinois, along with the $2,500 fine and one year prison 2 
sentence. 3 

Section II. Use federal laws as replacement. 4 

Section III. Uphold the ban on M-80s, cherry bombs, and anything containing more than 50 5 
milligrams of pyrotechnic composition, which are banned federally by the The Bureau of 6 
Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms and Explosives (ATF). 7 

Section IV. Hold the tax rate for fireworks to the 6.25% state sales tax. 8 

Section V. This Bill shall go into effect on April 30, 201 8 upon the signature of the Youth 9 
Governor of the State of Illinois.  10 
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STATE OF ILLINOIS 

Sixty-Ninth Session 
Illinois Youth Legislature 

 

Introduced by: Referred to Committee: Orange 6 

Senate Sponsor: Kevin Antony 

House Sponsor: Ahmed Burki 

Co-Sponsors: Aayush Patel and Alex Huang 

Delegation:  Lake Park High School 

 

A BILL 

For an Act Amending Chapter 420, Section 2, of the Illinois Compiled Statutes, relating to the 
construction of new nuclear power plants. 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE YMCA YOUTH LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ILLINOIS. 

Section I. In order to improve the safety of the use of nuclear power, all new nuclear power plants 1 
that are to be constructed in Illinois after the passing of this bill must be at least 5 miles away 2 
from all residential areas.  3 

Section II. Companies that wish to build a power plant must submit a form to the IEMA proving that 4 
there are no residents within a 5 mile radius or else they will not be able to construct their new 5 
plant. Any expansions to approved power plants must be reported to the IEMA and must be re-6 
verified in accordance with this bill. 7 

Section III. All companies that do not comply with this law will be fined a total of $5,000,000 per 8 
year (until the plant is moved), of which half will be distributed to public services within residential 9 
areas inside the infringed 5 mile radius, while the other half is added to the Illinois State budget.  10 

Section IV. This Bill shall go into effect on June 1, 2018 upon the signature of the Youth Governor 11 
of the State of Illinois. 12 
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STATE OF ILLINOIS 

Sixty-Ninth Session 
Illinois Youth Legislature 

 
Introduced by: Referred to Committee: Orange 6

Senate Sponsor: Zachary Strater 

House Sponsor: Shannon Reilly 

Co-Sponsors: Noor Alsheikh, Tara Todd 

Delegation: Waubonsie Valley High School 

A BILL 

For an Act creating Chapter 415, Section 3, Article 6, of the Illinois Compiled Statutes, relating to 
carbon tax. 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE YMCA YOUTH LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ILLINOIS. 

Section I. This bill once enacted will place a $15 tax on every metric ton of CO2 emitted into the 13 
atmosphere by companies, corporations, and consumers. All companies and corporations in the 14 
state of Illinois, the rest of the United States, and the rest of the world are required to pay this 15 
tax if they want to sell their products in Illinois. 16 

Section II. The $15 tax will apply to the extraction of all fossil fuels and by-products of these 17 
substances. All companies if they are to sell their product in the state of Illinois must provide 18 
research on their behalf and provide independent research on how much CO2 is released in the 19 
process of making their product and how much their product emits once in the hands of 20 
consumers. These findings must be provided to the Illinois Environmental Protection Agency by the 21 
time this bill is enacted. The Illinois Environmental Protection Agency will hold supreme reign over 22 
the carbon tax. Failure to comply with the carbon tax can result in an extra $15 added on top of 23 
the already existing $15 tax for the company or a ban from selling their products in the state of 24 
Illinois. If a product does not emit a full ton of CO2 than the $15 will be divided appropriately 25 
to the amount of CO2 it does produce. If a product is imported to Illinois from another state or 26 
country the company that produces said product will still be taxed the $15 for every metric ton 27 
of CO2 the product produces. 28 

Section III. The revenue from the taxes will be granted to projects in renewable energy, as well as 29 
research and education in clean energy (not including energy sources such as ¨clean coal¨). 30 
Funds will be taken from the counties they are generated in and given to the Illinois 31 
Environmental Protection Agency until time to be redistributed equitably to the counties in which 32 
they are most needed. All revenue will be distributed by the Illinois Environmental Protection Agency  33 
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to counties. If a county fails to comply with proper ways to spend their funds than the said counties 34 
funds for the next year will be withheld. No revenue will be collected for the Illinois Environmental 35 
Protection Agency or any other statewide agency. The Illinois Environmental Protection Agency has 36 
supreme reign over this bill and tax. 37 

Section IV. Counties can use their funds however they choose as long as it pertains to environmental 38 
studies and research in public high schools, colleges, universities, or public research institutions. 39 
Environmental studies and research pertains to the funding of class materials such as textbooks 40 
and labs in environmental science classes or the direct funding of experiments in clean energy and 41 
environmental science in the said institutions. Counties can also use this to rebuild their energy 42 
infrastructure so be it they rebuild with wind, solar, geothermal, hydroelectric, or tidal energy. When 43 
towns or cities are building subdivisions or residential complexes the county can use funds to 44 
provide energy (from sources listed above) to those developments, for the reason that these 45 
developments will benefit the residents, economy, and environment of Illinois. Any other uses 46 
for funds that are not listed may be submitted to the Illinois Environmental Protection Agency for 47 
evaluation on if this is a proper use of the carbon tax funds. 48 
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STATE OF ILLINOIS 

Sixty-Ninth Session 
Illinois Youth Legislature 

Introduced by: Referred to Committee: Orange 6 

Senate Sponsor: Jessie Wojciechowski 

House Sponsor: Megan Thomason 

Co-Sponsors: Madison Karr, Nicole Marsh 

Delegation: Stagg High School 

A BILL 

For an Act creating Chapter 75, Section 80, of the Illinois Compiled Statutes, relating to food in 
public libraries. 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE YMCA YOUTH LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ILLINOIS 

Section I. We propose that some public libraries should make a food and drink stand, for the benefit 1 
of the community as well as the library.  The funding for this bill will be coming from taxes as well 2 
as a small portion of the library’s budget.  An average public library budget is around 250,000 3 
dollars. It will not be a difficult task to take out around 10,000 to supply stands with a variety of 4 
foods.  However, the stand will also be funded by taxes. The taxes will be able to pay for one 5 
worker to operate the stand. These stands could be as  simple as vending machines. 6 

Section II. With the addition of a food/ drink stand, the library will show to increase its demand 7 
resulting in an increase of overall money. Food courts in other public places have shown to increase 8 
the income. This same increase in income can be applied to Public Libraries, resulting in further 9 
benefits like nicer working areas and a larger supply of books.  10 

Section III. At this stand, specific food and drink will be sold that are rich in vitamins, minerals, and 11 
antioxidants that stimulate the brain. Nourishing the brain is important, especially in a library 12 
where a main function is a quiet place for students to study. 13 

Section IV. To avoid any problems with food allergies and disturbance to any studying, a designated 14 
room for eating will be assigned. 15 

Section V. This will only be mandated to areas with a population of at least 50,000 people and 16 
libraries that hold a minimum of 70,000 square feet.  17 

Section VI. If a violation were to occur, a fine of $75 dollars a month will be implemented by law 18 
enforcement. 19 

Section VII. This Bill shall go into effect on June 1, 2018 upon the signature of the Youth Governor 20 
of the State of Illinois. 21 
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STATE OF ILLINOIS 

Sixty-Ninth Session 
Illinois Youth Legislature 

 

Introduced by: Referred to Committee: Orange 7 

Senate Sponsor: Kyle Marshall 

House Sponsor: Brandon Paxton 

Co-Sponsors: Jarquis Brown, Morgan Cardenas 

Delegation:  Richards High School 

 

A BILL 

For an Act creating Chapter 5, Section 329, of the Illinois Compiled Statutes, relating to priority of 
organ donor registration. 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE YMCA YOUTH LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ILLINOIS. 

Section I. An individual who has been on the donor registration for more than 10 (ten) years will 1 
take priority over non-registered donors if they are in need of an organ transplant. 2 

Section II. This Bill shall go into effect on June 1, 2018 upon the signature of the Youth Governor 3 
of the State of Illinois. 4 
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STATE OF ILLINOIS 

Sixty-Ninth Session 
Illinois Youth Legislature 

Introduced by: Referred to Committee: Orange 7 

Senate Sponsor: Jonathan Wilson 

House Sponsor: Alyssa Walker 

Co-Sponsors: Emma Henry 

Delegation:  Mount Vernon 

A BILL 

For an Act creating, Chapter 510 Section 106 of the Illinois Compiled Statutes, relating to the sale 
of overbred animals at pet stores. 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE YMCA YOUTH LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ILLINOIS. 

Section I. This bill will ban the sale of overbred animals in pet stores. Animals under the protection 1 
of the bill shall include dogs, cats, rabbits, guinea pigs, hamsters, birds, lizards, snakes, and turtles. 2 

Section II. Pet stores will therefore be required to obtain their animals from animal shelters, a 3 
public animal control agency, an animal cruelty prevention society, a humane society, or a rescue 4 
group. Eliminating the inhumane and cruel living conditions of overbred animals in commercial 5 
animal breeding facilities. 6 

Section III. Each pet store will need to maintain records and documentation of the sources of their 7 
animals. Additionally, pet stores will be required to post the name of the source where each animal 8 
was obtained by the living space of the animal for the public to see. 9 

Section IV. Public animal control agencies can periodically require pet stores to give them access to 10 
all documents and sources of the animals. 11 

Section V. Any pet store operator who violates this section will be guilty of a misdemeanor. For 12 
each animal sold in violation of this section, the pet store operator will be fined up to $200. 13 

Section VI. This Bill shall go into effect on January 1, 2019 upon the signature of the Youth 14 
Governor of the State of Illinois. 15 
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RI-58     H-O-24 

 

STATE OF ILLINOIS 

Sixty-Ninth Session 
Illinois Youth Legislature 

 

Introduced by: Referred to Committee: Orange 7 

Senate Sponsor: Peyton Raleigh 

House Sponsor: Amanda Pacyna 

Co-Sponsors: Alex Schultz 

Delegation:  Oswego 

 

A BILL 

For an Act creating, Chapter 415 Section 83 Article I of the Illinois Compiled Statutes, relating to 
Recycling. 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE YMCA YOUTH LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ILLINOIS. 

Section I. A bottle deposit will be paid by consumers in the amount of 5 cents per container whose 1 
packing is recyclable and does not contain a dairy product. This deposit can be reclaimed once the 2 
container is returned to a recognized establishment that sells eligible bottles.  3 

Section II. A business owner that does not comply will be charged with a Class C misdemeanor.   4 

Section III. The Illinois Environmental Protection Agency will be responsible for enforcement and 5 
ensuring proper reimbursement to each establishment. 6 

Section IV. This Bill shall go into effect on January 1,   2019    upon the signature of the Youth 7 
Governor of the State of Illinois. 8 
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STATE OF ILLINOIS 

Sixty-Ninth Session 
Illinois Youth Legislature 

 
Introduced by: Referred to Committee: Orange 7 

Senate Sponsor: Billy Lovell 

House Sponsor: Kyle Neputy 

Co-Sponsors:  Leo Angelos  Peter Panagiotopoulos 

Delegation:  Amos Alonzo Stagg High School      

A BILL 

For an Act 65 ILCS 5 Illinois, of the Illinois Compiled Statutes , relating to curfew and Illinois vehicle 
code. 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE YMCA YOUTH LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ILLINOIS.

Section I. This bill creates a singular curfew for the whole state of Illinois that does not differ from 1 
city to city.  This bill affects all pedestrians up to the age of 17 and all drivers aged 16 up to 17. 2 

Section II. The current law states, "Curfew violation is considered a minor offense punishable with a 3 
fine of $500, and in some cases, community service for the parents of the minor who violated 4 
curfew."  5 

Section III. The curfew would last from 10:30 p.m. to 5:00 a.m. Sunday night through Friday 6 
morning and 11:30 p.m to 5:00 a.m. Friday night through Sunday morning. 7 

Section IV. If a driver is pulled over past curfew, one’s driver’s license is still valid, so the officer 8 
may only ticket the one pulled over for the initial offense and staying out past curfew.  One cannot 9 
be ticketed for driving without a license past curfew for simply being out too late, one must 10 
actually be physically missing their license to be ticketed for not having a license. 11 

Section V. Your driver’s license will not become suspended if you are convicted of violating the 12 
nighttime driving restrictions. 13 
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Section VI. If a driver is caught past curfew (s)he can be ticketed, the parent or guardian must be 14 
notified, and the one out must return home.  All other Graduated Driver License Programs Still 15 
Apply to drivers.      16 

Section VII. If a pedestrian is caught by the police past curfew, the police officer must escort the 17 
pedestrian home if the pedestrian lives within reasonable distance or call a parent or guardian to 18 
pick them up, the pedestrian can be ticketed.  19 

Section VIII. This Bill shall go into effect on January 1, 2019 upon the signature of the Youth 20 
Governor of the State of Illinois. 21 
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ILLINOIS YMCA YOUTH AND GOVERNMENT  
SPRINGFIELD ASSEMBLY 

 
 

 

 

PRAYER FOR THE ORANGE SENATE 

 

 

Lord I pray that you would watch over us as we depart and 

head our separate ways. I pray we would be blessed in the 

weeks to come as we go about our lives. That We would not 

forget the experiences shared and bonds created, and that 

these newfound friendships would last a lifetime. Lord God I 

pray all these things in the name of your son Jesus, Amen. 

 

 

 

 

Kyle Marshall 
Chaplain 
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RIII-23 S-O-01 

STATE OF ILLINOIS 

Sixty-Ninth Session 
Illinois Youth Legislature 

Introduced by: Referred to Committee: Orange 1 

Senate Sponsor: Emily Kovarik 

House Sponsor: Jaycee Garner  

Co-Sponsors:        Adelyn Snow, Destiny Boswell 

Delegation:  Sesser-Valier  

A BILL 

For an Act amending chapter 110 section 49, of the Illinois Compiled Statutes relating to medical 
proficiency exams for medical personnel. 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE YMCA YOUTH LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ILLINOIS.

Section I.  Any person who has served in the armed forces as medical personnel shall be eligible to 1 
take a proficiency exam to achieve their Illinois Medical Licenses. 2 

Section II.  The medical licenses that are available after passing the proficiency exam are: EMT, 3 
Registered Nursing, Mental Health Specialist, Occupational Therapy, Operating Room Specialist, and 4 
others that may be added by the Illinois State Medical Licensing Board. 5 

Section III.  The exam content, passing scores, fees, and administration will be set and implemented 6 
by the Illinois State Medical Licensing Board.  7 

Section IV. This Bill shall go into effect on January 1, 2019, upon the signature of the Youth 8 
Governor of the State of Illinois. 9 
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STATE OF ILLINOIS 

Sixty-Ninth Session 
Illinois Youth Legislature 

Introduced by: Referred to Committee: Orange 1 

Senate Sponsor: Andrew Kent 

House Sponsor: MacKenzie Trent 

Co-Sponsors: Shane Richardson-Veil, Caitlin Rich 

Delegation: West Frankfort 

A BILL 

For an Act creating section 11, of the Illinois Compiled  Statutes, relating to sugary drink tax. 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE YMCA YOUTH LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ILLINOIS.

 

Section I. Would create a tax for sugary beverages with added sugars including soda, sports drinks, 1 
and energy drinks to help with the growing epidemic of obesity and other related illnesses. For 2 
every ounce, there will be a penny tax. 3 

Section II. Money collected from the tax will be directed to the Illinois Department of Health. 4 

Section IV. This Bill shall go into effect on January 1, 2019 upon the signature of the Youth 5 
Governor of the State of Illinois. 6 
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STATE OF ILLINOIS 

Sixty-Ninth Session 
Illinois Youth Legislature 

Introduced by: Referred to Committee: Orange 1 

Senate Sponsor: Elizabeth Nordmark 

House Sponsor: Kelly O’Connell   

Co-Sponsors  Abby Reinert    

Delegation:  Wheaton Warrenville South High School 

A BILL 

For an Act creating Chapter 105, Section 146, of the Illinois Compiled Statutes relating to baseline 
concussion tests.   

BE IT ENACTED BY THE YMCA YOUTH LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ILLINOIS.

Section I. This bill will mandate that high school athletes must complete a baseline concussion test 1 
when receiving their sports physical. The test must be administered by a physician or nurse and 2 
interpreted by a licensed healthcare provider. 3 

Section II. This test will measure neurological functions including vision, hearing, strength and 4 
sensation, balance, coordination, and reflexes. The test will also evaluate cognitive functions 5 
including memory, concentration, and ability to recall information.  6 

Section III. Administrators of physicals will be required to input the data into a database for all 7 
Illinois public high schools to access in the event of a suspected concussion.  8 

Section IV. If a student fails to comply with the administration and filing of the baseline concussion 9 
test, they will not be allowed to participate in their sport until they comply.  10 

Section V. Each high school’s athletic trainer or school nurse will enforce the mandate of a baseline 11 
concussion test for each athlete and will prevent them from participating until they comply. 12 

Section VI. The doctor’s offices administering the tests will be responsible for covering the cost of 13 
the tests. There will be no cost to the state.  14 

Section VII. This Bill shall go into effect on June 1, 2018 upon the signature of the Youth Governor 15 
of the State of Illinois.  16 
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STATE OF ILLINOIS 

Sixty-Ninth Session 
Illinois Youth Legislature 

 Introduced by: Referred to Committee: Orange 1 

Senate Sponsor:  Jyotsna Balmuri 

House Sponsor:   Kyle Smart       

Co-Sponsors:       Lauren Coates & Julia Lankisch       

Delegation:          Metea Valley High School                

A BILL 

For an Act amending Article V, Section II of the Illinois State Constitution, relating to the creation 
of term limits for those elected to gubernatorial office. 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE YMCA YOUTH LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ILLINOIS.

Section I. This bill will enact a limit on the number of terms a Chief Executive may hold in the State 1 
of Illinois, minimizing opportunities for abuse of executive power. 2 

Section II. The person who has served two (2) consecutive full (4 year) terms in gubernatorial office, 3 
including in the roles of Governor and Lieutenant Governor, shall be ineligible to succeed him or 4 
herself. 5 

Section III. The Illinois State Board of Elections will enforce this policy by disallowing placement of 6 
an ineligible candidate on ballots. 7 

Section IV. This Bill shall go into effect on June 30, 2018 upon the signature of the Youth Governor 8 
of the State of Illinois. 9 
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STATE OF ILLINOIS 

Sixty-Ninth Session 
Illinois Youth Legislature 

Introduced by: Referred to Committee: Orange 2 

Senate Sponsor: Olivia Weeks 

House Sponsor: Max Pernitsky 

Co-Sponsors: Wesley Hawkins 

Delegation: West Frankfort 

A BILL 
For an Act Creating, of the Illinois Compiled Statutes, relating to physician-assisted 
suicide. 
BE IT ENACTED BY THE YMCA YOUTH LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ILLINOIS.
Section I. This bill will legalize physician-assisted-suicide for terminally ill adults in the 1 
state of Illinois. 2 

Section II. If a patient 18 years or older is diagnosed as having under one year to live, the 3 
patient can submit a formal request to end his or her life by means of a lethal dose of 4 
Seconal or Nembutal.  A copy of the written request, signed by the patient and three adult 5 
witnesses, must be submitted and kept on file in both the doctor's place of business and 6 
the Illinois Department of Public Health. 7 

Section III. Patients must undergo an official mental health examination and be determined 8 
mentally stable and independent in order to be prescribed the lethal dose. It also must be 9 
confirmed that the patient's intentions are to use the drugs only for the purpose of ending 10 
his or her own life. Two licensed physicians must agree on the terminal status of the 11 
patient. The physician must describe the process of using the drugs, and make the patient 12 
aware that he or she can amend his or her decision to use the drugs at any time prior to 13 
ingesting them. 14 

Section IV. The medication may not be administered by anyone other than the patient to 15 
whom it was prescribed. 16 

Section V. The licensed doctor cannot turn away any patients if all guidelines are met, 17 
except in the case of religious objection. If a physician has religious objections to 18 
facilitating the suicide, said physician is responsible for finding a different doctor to serve 19 
the patient. 20 

Section VI. This Bill shall go into effect on January 1st, 2019 upon the signature of the 21 
Youth Governor of the State of Illinois. 22 
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STATE OF ILLINOIS 

Sixty-Ninth Session 
Illinois Youth Legislature 

Introduced by: Referred to Committee: Orange 2 

Senate Sponsor: Serena Bernal 

House Sponsor: Sigridur Olafsson 

Co-Sponsors: Sarika Dev 

Delegation:  Metea Valley High School 

A BILL 

For an Act amending 225 ILCS 515, of the Illinois Compiled Statutes, relating to applications of 
employment. 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE YMCA YOUTH LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ILLINOIS.

Section I. This bill will enact “blind applications,” withdrawing an applicant’s name, gender, and race 1 
from an employment application in order to minimize discriminatory employment. 2 

Section II. By retracting name, gender, and race, employers ensure that they choose applicants for 3 
an interview based on merit and credentials, rather than biased racial perspectives or stereotypes. 4 

Section III. Each applicant will be assigned an identification number via the company they are 5 
applying for. If the employer(s) decide to pursue this applicant, s/he will contact them through the 6 
company portal, and address the applicant by the unique identification number.  7 

Section IV. Enforcement of this law will take place under the Illinois Relations Board, who will serve 8 
mandatory checks on businesses bi-yearly. Violations of this law will result in a fine of $5,000, 9 
made payable to the Illinois Relations Board, for the purpose of funding these checks and relative 10 
employee regulations. 11 

Section V. $100 will be allocated towards each business to create the necessary applicant portal 12 
referred to in Section III. 13 

Section VI. This Bill shall go into effect on January 1, 2019 upon the signature of the Youth 14 
Governor of the State of Illinois. 15 
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STATE OF ILLINOIS 

Sixty-Ninth Session 
Illinois Youth Legislature 

 

Introduced by: Referred to Committee: Orange 2 

Senate Sponsor: Doug Nuttall 

House Sponsor: Kendall Reid 

Co-Sponsors: Kayla Nenninger, Claire Mahoney 

Delegation:  Wheaton Warrenville South 

A BILL 

For an Act creating Chapter 210 Section 160, of the Illinois Compiled Statutes, relating to public 
university application fees. 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE YMCA YOUTH LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ILLINOIS.

Section I. Any Illinois resident who is accepted and enrolls in an Illinois Public University will have 1 
the cost of the application deducted from the enrollment deposit students must already pay before 2 
attending the college. 3 

Section II. If the applicant is accepted but chooses not to attend, they will still pay the application 4 
fee as they normally would and will not receive reimbursement. 5 

Section III. This will relate to all public universities in Illinois, including community colleges, 6 
regardless of their application fee, cost of attendance, and date founded. 7 

Section IV. There will still be the option to waive the fee on applications in cases where the 8 
applicant cannot afford to pay any application fee, as exists today. However, if the fee is waived 9 
upon initial submission of the application, the fee will not be discounted from the enrollment 10 
deposit. 11 

Section V.  There will be no funding necessary for this bill. 12 

Section IV. This Bill shall go into effect on Nov. 1, 2018 upon the signature of the Youth Governor 13 
of the State of Illinois. 14 
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STATE OF ILLINOIS 

Sixty-Ninth Session 
Illinois Youth Legislature 

 

Introduced by: Referred to Committee: Orange 3 

Senate Sponsor: Connor Ray 

House Sponsor: Thomas Spencer 

Co-Sponsors: Anissa Patel, Cameron Slade 

Delegation:  Lake Park High School 

A BILL 

For an Act Creating in Chapter 10 Section 120, of the Illinois Compiled Statutes, relating to voting 
rights. 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE YMCA YOUTH LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ILLINOIS.

Section I. All persons attempting to vote in Illinois elections will have to present an acceptable 1 
photo identification. Acceptable forms of identification include a State ID, Driver’s License, FOID 2 
Card, Student ID, or passport.  3 

Section II. Any person who tries to vote without proper identification will not be able to. Anyone 4 
who is found voting with a fake ID will be prosecuted with a possible $250 fine and their vote will 5 
be terminated. The Illinois Department of Voter Registration will carry out the procedures 6 
necessary to identify and punish fraudulent identification.   7 

Section III. There will be no additional funding needed for this law. There are already hundreds of 8 
election judges in the state of Illinois and they go through a training process already. This training 9 
process will simply include an additional lecture on knowing how to properly check IDs.  10 

Section IV. This Bill shall go into effect on July 1, 2018 upon the signature of the Youth Governor 11 
of the State of Illinois. 12 
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Introduced by: Referred to Committee: Orange 3 

 

Senate Sponsor:  Taylor Shoraga 

House Sponsor:  Sarah Levanti 

Co-Sponsors: Dottie Flener and Maleah Broy 

Delegation: West Frankfort 

A BILL 

For an Act , of the Illinois , relating to consolidation of school districts. 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE YMCA YOUTH LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ILLINOIS.

Section I. This Act will consolidate Illinois's 1703 district school boards and superintendents to one 1 
body per each of Illinois's 102 counties. 2 

Section II. Illinois spent between $228,285,487.00 to $337,226,508.00 on superintendents in 3 
2017, not including benefits and bonuses. With one superintendent per county, Illinois would save 4 
between $194,367,847.00 to $295,712,748.00 from the consolidation, while also adding 3 5 
assistant superintendents to with a salary of $50,000 to help compensate for the increased work 6 
load. 7 

Section III. There will be one school board per county composed of 5-12 elected members. Members 8 
are volunteers and will not receive a salary. 9 

Section IV. This Bill shall go into effect on 1 June 2018 upon the signature of the Youth Governor 10 
of the State of Illinois.  11 
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Introduced by: Referred to Committee: Orange 3 

Senate Sponsor: Julia Cox 

House Sponsor: Laura Trowbridge 

Co-Sponsors: Lindsey Strandberg, Allie Weis 

Delegation:  Wheaton Warrenville South High School 

 

A BILL 

For an Act amending Chapter 510, Article 5, of the Illinois Compiled Statutes, relating to the 
acceptance of stray dogs and cats. 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE YMCA YOUTH LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ILLINOIS.

Section I. This bill would prohibit all pet store operators from selling live dogs and cats not 1 
obtained from animal control centers or rescue shelters. 2 

Section II. All pet store operators will be required to maintain and share public records of the origin 3 
of their pets if available, and the veterinary evaluation of the pet. Operators must display these 4 
sources on each cage or enclosure to ensure that customers can be educated consumers. 5 
Additionally, animal control agencies and shelters would be expected to evaluate the conditions of 6 
these sources and access each individual operator's records. 7 
Section III. Pet shop operators will be required to obtain the animals after a minimum of two weeks 8 
after they have been received by the shelter. 9 

Section IV. Violations of this provision would be punishable by a civil penalty of $500 per animal. 10 
This would deter owners from disobeying these guidelines. Furthermore, offending pet store 11 
operators´ Illinois pet dealer licenses would be suspended for a month upon discovery of violation. 12 
The  13 

Section V. The revenue collected from offending pet dealers will be diverted into a discretionary 14 
fund. This fund will be used to cover the costs of enforcement of the act, and any additional funds 15 
would be diverted into a discretionary fund. This fund would be evenly distributed between animal 16 
shelters in the upcoming year’s budget. 17 

Section IV. This Bill shall go into effect on January 1, 2019 upon the signature of the Youth 18 
Governor of the State of Illinois. 19 
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STATE OF ILLINOIS 

Sixty-Ninth Session 
Illinois Youth Legislature 

 

Introduced by: Referred to Committee: Orange 3 

Senate Sponsor: Salhar Khan 

House Sponsor: Matthew Nealon 

Co-Sponsors: Martin DiMarco, William Gilbert 

Delegation:  Metea Valley  

 

A BILL 

For an Act amending (35 ILCS 5/), of the Illinois of the Illinois Income Tax Act, of the Illinois 
Compiled Statutes, relating to tax relief for those who are organ donors in Illinois. 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE YMCA YOUTH LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ILLINOIS.

Section I. There shall be an offered $10 deduction, every year in Illinois Income Tax for those who 1 
maintain status as a registered organ donor in the state of Illinois. 2 

Section II. Organ donor status must be maintained throughout the entire year unless a medical 3 
ailment arises. If a medical ailment occurs, then the donor will still receive the offered deduction for 4 
the year in which they last were a member for. Failure to maintain status as an organ donor for the 5 
full year will nullify the $10 deduction. 6 

Section III. The Illinois Secretary of State will share the registry of current donors with the Illinois 7 
Department of Revenue, the enforcement agency, who will provide the offered deduction in the 8 
Schedule M sections on the Illinois state income tax form. Because this act will create a net surplus, 9 
no money will be allocated to the Illinois Department of Revenue.  10 

Section IV. This Bill shall go into effect on June 30th, 2018 upon the signature of the Youth 11 
Governor of the State of Illinois. 12 
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Introduced by: Referred to Committee: Orange 4 

Senate Sponsor: Michael Zessin 

House Sponsor: Patrick Amen   

Co-Sponsors:        Brad Huber, Ethan Kopp    

Delegation:  Wheaton Warrenville South High School 

A BILL 

For an Act creating Chapter 40, Article 14, of the Illinois Compiled Statutes relating to the Illinois 
pension code.   

BE IT ENACTED BY THE YMCA YOUTH LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ILLINOIS.

Section I.  This bill will enact a flat rate pension for all state employees based upon the salary of 1 
the worker's final year.   2 

Section II.  This pension plan will pay out ⅗ of the employee's final salary each year starting at 3 
retirement. 4 

Section III.  All current pensions will not be altered in any way, however all employees hired 5 
beginning on January 1st, 2019 will be incorporated into the new pension plan.  6 

Section IV.  Anyone seeking pension under the new plan must fill out the same application for a 7 
pension as before. These 6 pension plans are options for state employees, Illinois State Employees 8 
Retirement System, Illinois General Assembly Retirement System, Illinois Judges Retirement System, 9 
Illinois Teachers Retirement System, Illinois University Retirement System, Illinois Municipal 10 
Retirement Fund. Each individual state pension payment plan listed will individually enforce the new 11 
pension breakdown. Any violation of the new pension system will be carried out by the 6 state 12 
pension plans. 13 

Section V.  This bill does not alter previous pension requirements and all prerequisites for pensions 14 
must be matched. The payment for this bill will be factored into the budget each year, as it is now, 15 
merely at a lower amount under the new plan.  16 

Section VI.  This Bill shall go into effect on January 1st, 2019 upon the signature of the Youth 17 
Governor of the State of Illinois.  18 
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Illinois Youth Legislature 

Introduced by: Referred to Committee: Orange 4 

Senate Sponsor: Kaitlyn Caper 

House Sponsor: Brandon Olszewski  

Co-Sponsors: Alany Orozco 

Delegation:  Lake Park High School 

A BILL 

For an Act Creating in Chapter 110, Section 205, of the Illinois Compiled Statutes, relating to Costs 
of Education in College. 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE YMCA YOUTH LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ILLINOIS.

Section I. Our bill allows young adults entering college to obtain the knowledge that they desire, 1 
while the tuition is based on the income of their family while maintaining a GPA of 3.0 or above 2 
with a minimum tuition of $12,000 a year 3 

Section II. If student’s grades drop below the 3.0 GPA requirement they will have to pay the regular 4 
price of tuition for the school. 5 

Section III. In order to fund this bill, income taxes combined will increase by 3%. 6 

Section IV. This bill shall go into effect on July 1, 2018 upon the signature of the Youth Governor 7 
of the State of Illinois. 8 
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Introduced by: Referred to Committee: Orange 4 

Senate Sponsor: Jakob Ruffner 

House Sponsor: Melissa Brady 

Co-Sponsors: Liyang Chen and Lilli Robinson 

Delegation:  Murphysboro 

A BILL 

For an Act Article 2, Chapter 35, Section 450 of the Illinois Compiled Statutes, relating to Fracking. 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE YMCA YOUTH LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ILLINOIS.

Section I. Definitions. For the purposes of this Act, unless the context otherwise requires: 1 

“Fracturing" or "hydraulic fracturing" means the fracturing of a rock layer, by a pressurized fluid 2 
used to release petroleum or natural gas (including shale gas, tight gas, and coal seam gas), for 3 
extraction. 4 

Section II. This bill would, if passed, remove the Illinois Hydraulic Fracturing Tax Act and prohibit all 5 
forms and methods of hydraulic fracturing in the state of Illinois. 6 

Section III. Restrictions on fracturing. No individual, corporation, business, or state agency may use 7 
or permit the use of hydraulic fracturing under any circumstances.  8 

Section IV. Any individual, corporation, business, etc. found in violation of this Act may be subject 9 
to penalty including fines totaling no smaller than one million dollars [$1,000,000]. Fines will be 10 
issued by the Illinois Environmental Protection Agency [ILEPA] and all revenue generated from 11 
fracturing fines will be allotted to the ILEPA. 12 

Section V. This Bill shall go into effect on Jan 1, 2019 upon the signature of the Youth Governor of 13 
the State of Illinois. 14 
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Introduced by: Referred to Committee: Orange 5 

Senate Sponsor: Liz Kang 

Co-Sponsors: Jianna Schirmacher 

Delegation:  Carl Sandburg High School 

A BILL 

For an Act 225, of the Illinois Compiled Statutes, relating to House Alarms. 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE YMCA YOUTH LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ILLINOIS.

Section I. Every household in Illinois would be offered with the option of installing home 1 
security systems.  Each household that obtains Illinois' home security systems would receive 2 
the system for free but would be required to pay $50 each month as  it includes fire and 3 
smoke alarms, burglary monitors, carbon monoxide alarms, private surveillance cameras and 4 
locks for house entrances. 5 

Section II. The American District Telegraph (ATD) will provide all security systems. The fee of 6 
$30 per month would be cost efficient for protecting each household compared to private 7 
companies. The fee would go towards the home security system, police and fire department, 8 
and the optional wireless app. 9 

Section III. There would be an optional wireless app for citizens with smartphones and wish to 10 
be connected with their home security system. If citizens do not have a smartphone, they can 11 
be connected to the computer as well. 12 

Section IV. Each year there would be an inspection on the home security systems to 13 
investigate any problems. 14 

Section V. The police and fire department in each town would take control of the home 15 
security systems. The police and fire department would ensure each citizen's safety who decide 16 
to take part in this optional home security system by being connected to the system. 17 

Section VI. This Bill shall go into effect on January 1, 2019 upon the signature of the Youth 18 
Governor of the State of Illinois. 19 
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STATE OF ILLINOIS 
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Introduced by: Referred to Committee: Orange 5 

Senate Sponsor: Luke Prudent   

House Sponsor: Cyler Knight 

Co-Sponsors: Reid Basso and Elijah Gunter 

Delegation:  Sesser-Valier   

A BILL 

For an act amending Act 305, Chapter 23, Section 12, of the Illinois Compiled Statutes, relating to 
Illinois funded welfare. 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE YMCA YOUTH LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ILLINOIS.

Section I. All Illinois citizens who have received welfare for over one (1) year must take an online 1 
Career Exploration course. 2 

Section II. The course will consist of three (3) hours of online participation. The online class will 3 
consist of videos and questions concerning workplace and interview skills, communications, and 4 
resume building. 5 

Section III. This online videos and questions will be created by the Illinois Department of Human 6 
Services. 7 

Section IV. The applicant must complete and pass the course. Failure to do so will result in a 30% 8 
decrease in the amount of money the applicant can receive. Once the course is passed, benefits will 9 
return to 100%.  10 

Section V. If valid proof of incapability of working is given then exemption from class is acceptable. 11 

Section VI. This Bill shall go into effect on August 1st, 2019 upon the signature of the Youth 12 
Governor of the State of Illinois. 13 
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Introduced by: Referred to Committee: Orange 5 

Senate Sponsor: Ellen Sweeney 

House Sponsor: Carina Collins   

Co-Sponsors:        Marisol Cabrera, Lauren Lintner  

Delegation:  Waubonsie Valley High School 

A BILL 

For an Act amending chapter 10, section 20, of the Illinois Compiled Statutes relating to voting 
procedures of presidential electors.  

BE IT ENACTED BY THE YMCA YOUTH LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ILLINOIS.

Section I.  The bill will mandate a reformed system by which the electoral college votes in 1 
presidential elections. Instead of all state electors voting for the candidate with the majority of the 2 
popular vote, electors will vote proportionately in accordance with the popular vote totals. 3 

Section II.  If the popular vote does not evenly divide out to the amount of electoral votes, the 4 
candidate with the most votes will get the remainder of electoral votes. An evenly divided vote by 5 
the general populous is unforeseen yet if the issue arises it shall be duly dealt with. 6 

Section III.  The bill will be supported by the state of Illinois as it concerns state voting procedures. 7 
The location of the electoral vote will remain unchanged. The Electoral College currently votes in 8 
December and their votes are automatically calculated on election day. With this reform, electoral 9 
votes will remain automatically calculated and submitted on election day as the proportions will be 10 
determined from the popular vote. Electors will still meet in December to cast their official ballots 11 
which will reflect the same totals as those calculated in November. 12 

Section IV. Electors will meet in December to communicate about their votes and decide which 13 
electors will vote for which candidate. If an elector refuses to comply with who they are voting for, 14 
they will receive a $50,000 fine. 15 

Section VI. This bill shall go into effect on January 1, 2020 upon the signature of the Youth 16 
Governor of the State of Illinois. 17 
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Introduced by:        Referred to Committee: Orange 5 

Senate Sponsor: Maddy Helson 

House Sponsor: Anthony Skalski 

Co-Sponsors: Sylvia Gorowski and John Mahoney 

Delegation:  Amos Alonzo Stagg High School      

A BILL 

For an Act Creating Chapter 720, Section ILCS 695 of the Illinois Compiled Statutes, relating to 
false accusations of rape 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE YMCA YOUTH LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ILLINOIS.

Section I.  People who falsely accuse one of rape will be criminalized by the court of law. 1 

Section II. Sentencing of the wrongdoer will be determined in a fair trial by the court of law with a 2 
minimum of 5 years. 3 

Section III. Obvious and clear evidence has to be presented in order to dismiss the false accuser 4 

Section IV.  After the trial, the men and women who were criminalized on these false accusations 5 
will receive help and will be able to regain their job and their normal ways of life.  6 

Section V. This bill shall go into effect on January 1, 2019, upon the signing of the Youth Governor 7 
of the state of Illinois. 8 
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Introduced by:        Referred to Committee: Orange 6 

 Senate Sponsor: Kaijah Weller 

House Sponsor: Priyanka Kaushal 

Co-Sponsors: Nici Rudd, Lauryn Willis 

Delegation:  Mount Vernon 

A BILL 

For an Act amending Chapter 11 Article VI of the Illinois Complied Statutes relating to speed while 
passing. 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE YMCA YOUTH LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ILLINOIS.

Section I. This bill will allow a limit increases by 10 mph when passing on two-lane highways posted 1 
at 55 mph or higher.  2 

Section II. Under this bill, any drivers overtaking on an area with 50 mph and lower is still subject 3 
to consequences and may not exceed the speed limit in work zones. 4 

Section III. Under this bill, no person shall drive a vehicle on a highway at a speed greater than is 5 
reasonable and prudent under the conditions. No vehicle may be driven upon any highway of Illinois 6 
at a speed, which is greater than is reasonable and proper with regard to traffic conditions and the 7 
use of the highway, or endangers the safety of any person or property. 8 

Section IV. This bill does not relieve the driver from the duty to decrease speed when approaching 9 
and crossing an intersection, when approaching and going around a curve, when approaching a 10 
hillcrest, when traveling upon any narrow or winding roadway, or when special hazards exist with 11 
respect to pedestrians or other traffic or by reason of weather or highway conditions. Speed must 12 
be decreased as necessary to avoid colliding with any person or vehicle on or entering the highway. 13 

Section V. This Bill shall go into effect on January 1, 2019 upon the signature of the Youth 14 
Governor of the State of Illinois. 15 
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Introduced by: Referred to Committee: Orange 6 

Senate Sponsor: Julian Sanchez 

House Sponsor: Adriana Vivanco 

Co-Sponsors: Sammie Alvarado 

Delegation:  Richards High School 

 

A BILL 

For an Act amending Chapter 510, Section 70, of the Illinois Compiled Statutes, relating to animal 
welfare. 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE YMCA YOUTH LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ILLINOIS.

Section I. Upon seeing an animal in distress, specific steps must be taken by civilians in order to 1 
save the animal. 2 

Section II. A civilian must first contact the authorities about the animal’s current status.   3 

Section III. The individual must then assess the animal’s condition.  If the animal is uncomfortable 4 
but not in distress, an attempt to find the owner should be made.  If the animal is in immediate 5 
distress, an attempt to open the car doors without damage should first be made. 6 

Section IV. If the animal is in immediate distress and the car cannot be opened without damage to 7 
the vehicle, one of the windows, excluding the front and back windshields, may be broken by the 8 
individual, given that the previous steps have been taken. 9 

Section V. The civilian will not be held financially responsible for the damage done under these 10 
specific conditions.   11 

Section VI. This Bill shall go into effect on June 1, 2018 upon the signature of the Youth Governor 12 
of the State of Illinois. 13 
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Introduced by: Referred to Committee: Orange 6 

Senate Sponsor: Aleyna Osmani 

House Sponsor: Jake Toma 

Co-Sponsors: Isabella DeCeault, Alexandra Metrou 

Delegation:  Oswego 

 

A BILL 

For an Act Creating Chapter 720, Section 10, Article I of the Illinois Compiled Statutes, relating to 
Restorative Justice. 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE YMCA YOUTH LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ILLINOIS.

Section I. Restorative Justice will be established in the Illinois Criminal Justice system. Restorative 1 
justice takes place after a guilty plea by the offender and must be agreed to by both the offender 2 
and the victim. Restorative Justice gives victims the option to meet or communicate with their 3 
offenders to explain the real impact of the crime. Meeting participants will consist of a law 4 
enforcement officer, a trained restorative justice facilitator, the offender, the victim and victim’s 5 
family in order to mediate the meeting between the two parties.  6 

Section II. Facilitators will be an on staff Licensed Clinical Social Worker paid through the current 7 
budget of the Illinois Department of Corrections.  8 

Section III. Facilitators will be required to provide an evaluation of the mediation to be used as a 9 
factor in the judge’s decision for sentencing.  10 

Section IV. This Bill shall go into effect on January 1, 2019 upon the signature of the Youth 11 
Governor of the State of Illinois. 12 
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Introduced by: Referred to Committee: Orange 6 

Senate Sponsor: Tabitha Koch 

House Sponsor: Sydney Smith 

Co-Sponsors: 

Delegation:    Carterville High School 

 
A BILL 

For an Act amending Chapter 325, Section 10, of the Illinois Compiled Statutes, relating to 
lowering the legal age you can get an abortion alone. 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE YMCA YOUTH LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ILLINOIS.

Section I. The age to legally obtain an abortion without parental notification or a 1 
judicial waiver will be lowered to 15 years old. 2 

Section II. No funding will be needed for this bill. 3 

Section III. Many teenage girls are still being inadvertently denied their legal right to 4 
an abortion because of the current law. 5 

Section IV. This Bill shall go into effect on June 1, 2018 upon the signature of the Youth 6 
Governor of the State of Illinois. 7 
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Introduced by: Referred to Committee: Orange 7 

Senate Sponsor: Gina Delascio 

House Sponsor: Caroline Wheeler 

Co-Sponsors: Daniel Tedeschi 

Delegation:  Lake Park High School 

A BILL 

For an Act Amending Chapter 122, Section 3, of the Illinois Compiled Statutes, relating to Mental 
Health Education in Schools. 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE YMCA YOUTH LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ILLINOIS.

Section I. Secondary School Health Education Courses shall include an in-depth unit focused on 1 
Mental Health Awareness and the resources already available to students for Mental Health.   2 

Section II. Schools which do not implement the above unit regarding Mental Health will be fined $20 3 
per student affected. Students affected are defined as students currently enrolled in the Health 4 
Class. Schools will be investigated by and punishments enforced by the Illinois State Board of 5 
Education. Schools will undergo investigation after complaints have been received from students, 6 
teachers, or legal guardians. 7 

Section III. Schools should use the funding already provided by the State of Illinois to implement 8 
courses and educate teachers on new curriculum. 9 

Section IV. This Bill shall go into effect on July 1, 2019 upon the signature of the Youth Governor 10 
of the State of Illinois. 11 
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Introduced by: Referred to Committee: Orange 7 

Senate Sponsor:   Shristi Paul 

House Sponsor:   Vaishali Manoharan 

Co-Sponsors:   Arushi Singh, Zeel Parikh 

Delegation:  Waubonsie Valley High School  

A BILL 

For an Act amending Act 430, Chapter 66 of the Illinois Compiled Statutes, relating to firearm 
ownership. 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE YMCA YOUTH LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ILLINOIS.

Section I. Any person wishing to obtain a manual firearm, including but not limited to handguns, 1 
shotguns, and long guns/rifles, must undergo a psychiatric evaluation by a state certified physician. 2 

Section II.  Upon purchase of a firearm, the consumer must submit the serial number to a statewide 3 
database. In order to legally use the weapon, users must also attend a minimum of 15 hours of 4 
combined gun safety classroom education and gun range training, with a minimum of 7 hours in 5 
each category. At the completion of the studies, the user is granted an Firearm Owner’s 6 
Identification card, as well as full use of their weapon within the bounds of the law. 7 

Section III.  If the consumer has met the aforementioned requirements and wishes to obtain a new 8 
firearm, the buyer must again submit to a full federal and state background check, as well as 9 
psychiatric evaluation, for each new transaction. 6 hours of training at a certified gun range is 10 
needed, but after initial safety courses are taken, the return consumer need not take the safety 11 
course again. 12 

Section IV. Within 3 years of purchasing each firearm the consumer must undergo another 13 
psychiatric evaluation after the initial evaluation. If the consumer has purchased another firearm 14 
within that time, then the psychiatric evaluation for that purchase shall be counted toward this 15 
requirement. If the consumer fails to undergo another psychiatric evaluation, they shall be fined up 16 
to $1000 each year after the 3 year time period in which they fail to submit an evaluation. 17 
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Section V. The office of the Attorney General and the Illinois State police will be tasked with 18 
enforcement of this act. Any individual in possession of a firearm that hasn’t attended the entire 19 
safety training will have their firearm suspended and be subject to pay a fine of $1000 upon the 20 
first offense per firearm, $3000 for the second per firearm, and an additional $5000 fine per 21 
firearm for each consequent Offense. 22 

Section VI. This bill will not need funding. 23 

Section VII. This Bill shall go into effect on Jan 1st 2019, upon the signature of the Youth Governor 24 
of the State of Illinois. 25 
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STATE OF ILLINOIS 

Sixty-Ninth Session 
Illinois Youth Legislature 

Introduced by: Referred to Committee: Orange 7 

Senate Sponsor: James Knotter 

House Sponsor: Desiree London 

Co-Sponsors: Alexis Bass and Andrew Kim 

Delegation:  Metea Valley High School 

A BILL 

For an Act amending Chapter 40, paragraphs 205 and 208 of the Illinois Compiled Statues, relating 
to the legal age of marriage in Illinois. 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE YMCA YOUTH LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ILLINOIS.

Section I. The Illinois Marriage and Dissolution Marriage Act (750 ILCS 5/) will be amended so that 1 
legal age of marriage in Illinois, no matter what the circumstances, is 18 years of age. 2 

Section II. Chapter 40 paragraph 205 clause 1 currently states that a license to marry will be 3 
issued given “satisfactory proof that each party to the marriage will have attained the age of 18 4 
years at the time the marriage license is effective or will have attained the age of 16 years and has 5 
either the consent to the marriage of both parents or his guardian or judicial approval”. This clause 6 
will be amended to omit all lines relating to marriage under the age of 18. The clause will read as 7 
follows: satisfactory proof that each party to the marriage will have attained the age of 18 years at 8 
the time the marriage license is effective. 9 

Section III. Chapter 40 paragraph 208 of the Illinois Marriage and Dissolution of Marriage Act deals 10 
with the judicial approval of underage marriage. This section will be completely omitted. 11 

Section IV. Child marriage is condemned by the Illinois YMCA Youth Legislature. It is considered a 12 
violation of basic human rights by the United Nations International Children’s Emergency Fund 13 
(UNICEF), and has no place in the state of Illinois 14 

. 
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Section V. The use of state funds will not be necessary for the enactment of this bill as there is no 15 
necessary cost to change the legal age of marriage, nor will it add or subtract to the state’s budget 16 
to remove the requirement of parental consent. 17 

Section VI. No marriage licenses previously awarded under the previous provisions of (750 ILC 5/) 18 
will be revoked or invalidated. Any underage marriage licenses that are in any stage of the 19 
registration or judicial approval process at the time that this Bill is enacted will not be affected by 20 
the enactment of this Bill. 21 

Section VII. This Bill shall go into effect on June 30th, 2019 upon the signature of the Youth 22 
Governor of the State of Illinois. 23 
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ORANGE SENATE 
RECORD OF ACTION ON LEGISLATIVE BILLS 

BILL 
NUMBER 

COMMITTEE 
ACTION 

HOUSE 
ACTION 

SENATE 
ACTION 

GOVERNOR'S 
ACTION 

COMMENTS 

S-O-01      

S-O-02      

S-O-03      

S-O-04a      

S-O-05      

S-O-06      

S-O-07      

S-O-08      

S-O-09      

S-O-10      

S-O-11      

S-O-12      

S-O-13      

S-O-14      

S-O-15      

S-O-16      

S-O-17      

S-O-18      

S-O-19      

S-O-20      

S-O-21      

S-O-22      

S-O-23      

S-O-24      

S-O-25      
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LOBBYISTS

ILLINOIS YMCA YOUTH and GOVERNMENT
SPRINGFIELD ASSEMBLY
ORANGE

Last NameFirst Name Delegation Organization

Rachel Abraham1 Illinois Education AssociationLake Park High School

Rahul Aggarwal2 ACLUWaubonsie Valley High School

Deeya Bansal3 Asian Americans Advancing JusticeWaubonsie Valley High School

Jack Barry4 Small Business Advocacy CouncilStagg High School

Emma Bendersky5 Better Government AssociationMt. Vernon Township

Simran Bhagat6 Planned ParenthoodLake Park High School

Elise Blinn7 Illinois Coalition Against Sexual AssaultCarl Sandburg High School

Campbell Brown 8 American Cancer Society Cancer Action NetwWest Frankfort

Natalie Church9 Clean Line EnergyWaubonsie Valley High School

Daniel Clough10 AARP Illinois Stagg High School

Parker Collins11 BlueGreen AllianceWaubonsie Valley High School

Paulina Czupryna12 Illinois Education AssociationLake Park High School

Mika Dutta13 Illinois Action for ChildrenWaubonsie Valley High School

Zach Frye14 American Civil Liberties UnionLake Park High School

Stephanie Gaspardo15 Illinois Chamber of CommerceCarl Sandburg High School

Pranav Gunniya16 The Civic FederationWaubonsie Valley High School

Amber Hanners17 Planned ParenthoodWest Frankfort

Anni Harrison18 Illinois Humane SocietyMt. Vernon Township

Olivia Heinzman19 American Heart AssociationMt. Vernon Township

Mason Hemby20 Small Business AdvocateMt. Vernon Township

Dylan Hunn21 Illinois State Rifle AssociationLake Park High School

David Ilea22 Illinois Environmental CongressLake Park High School

Alicja Jaworska23 American Red Cross in Illinois     Stagg High School
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Last NameFirst Name Delegation Organization

Suzy Kang24 American Cancer Society Cancer Action NetwCarl Sandburg High School

Jackie Kawczynski25 Illinois Education AssociationLake Park High School

Adil Khadri26 NAACPWaubonsie Valley High School

Stevie Koontz27 Illinois Health Care AssociationMt. Vernon Township

Emma Lauth28 Voices for Illinois ChildrenStagg High School

Abby Lee29 Illinois Health and Hospital AssociationStagg High School

Darren Li30 Illinois Education AssociationOswego High School

Nick Malone 31 March of DimesMt. Vernon Township

Teddy Mamone32 Illinois Physical Therapy AssociationStagg High School

Declan O'Brien33 Midwest Truckers AssociationLake Park High School

Jayna Patel34 Illinois State Medical SocietyLake Park High School

Nick Paterala35 The Gun Violence Prevention Political Action Lake Park High School

Mike Paterala36 Illinois High School AssociationLake Park High School

Dylan Peddemors37 Small Business Advocacy CouncilStagg High School

Jenny Petrova38 American Heart AssociationLake Park High School

Caroline Robinson39 Retired Teachers AssociationOswego High School

Zach Roy40 Retired Teachers AssociationCarterville High School

Josh Samuel41 Club for GrowthWaubonsie Valley High School

Libby Schmidt42 General MotorsMt. Vernon Township

Shrina Shah43 UCANWaubonsie Valley High School

Anthony Slade44 Illinois Association of Medicaid Health PlansLake Park High School

Darek Slowikowski45 Goldman SachsStagg High School

Jacob Sowizral46 AARPLake Park High School

Austin Stevens47 Mental Health America of IllinoisWest Frankfort

Ales Stonkus48 Illinois Coalition Against Sexual AssaultLake Park High School

Olivia Turman49 Illinois State Rifle AssociationLake Park High School

Lexi Udaykee50 Illinois Dermatological SocietyStagg High School

Claudia Vallejo51 Illinois Environmental CouncilOswego High School

Isabella Vitacco52 Illinois Academy of Nutrition and DieteticsLake Park High School
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Last NameFirst Name Delegation Organization

Brook Wang Swiontek53 Illinois Council Against Handgun ViolenceLake Park High School

Sarah Wollesen54 Illinois Environmental CouncilWest Frankfort
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ILLINOIS YMCA YOUTH AND GOVERNMENT 

LOBBYIST LEGISLATIVE AGENDA 

 

Lobbyist:  Rachel Abraham       

Delegation:   Lake Park       

Organization Name: Illinois Education Association 

Organization Background: 
The Illinois Education Association has legislative agendas posted on their website that contains a 
list of bills that were of concern. One bill talks about the increase of minimum wage from $8.25 an 
hour to $9 and increasing $0.50 every year until it reaches $11. SB13 allows property tax to be 
freezed for two years to allow relief for school districts. Both bills were referred to assignment by 
Senate. The IEA affects Illinois because it helps the teachers and students receive further education 
and makes it easier for lower income children receive the same opportunities.  
 
Position: 
Their mission is to improve the quality of life for all employees of the public school system and the 
attendants of said schools. They strive to be a concise group of individuals who are helping 
teachers by being an advocate for all employees.  
 
Legislative Priorities - In favor of 
(Identify 3-5 Legislative Priorities that will be your focus for this organization.) 
1. Local control of charter schools 

2. Transportation fees 

3. Homeless students 

4. Minimum salary for teachers 

5. Substitute teacher shortage 

Legislative Priorities - Opposed 
1. Increasing the class size 

2. Lowering minimum wage 

3. Inaccessible education for some children 
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ILLINOIS YMCA YOUTH AND GOVERNMENT 
LOBBYIST LEGISLATIVE AGENDA 

Lobbyist: Rahul Aggarwal 

Delegation: Waubonsie Valley High School 

Organization Name: ACLU 

Organization Background: 
The ACLU is a nonprofit and nonpartisan organization that works to preserve the freedoms 
guaranteed by the Constitution and the laws of the United States to each citizen. They work in 
courts, legislatures, and communities to defend and preserve these individual rights and liberties. 
The American Civil Liberties Union (ACLU) was founded in 1920 by Roger Baldwin, Crystal Eastman 
and others. Furthermore, it is a known fact that the ACLU gets involved in unorthodox cases for the 
time such as the Scopes Trial, Brown vs. Board of Education, and calling for the impeachment of 
President Nixon after Watergate (“ACLU History”, aclu.org). Since the attacks of 9/11, the ACLU 
has been working vigorously to oppose policies that sacrifice our fundamental freedoms in the 
name of national security; they have done this through opposing the Patriot Act and limiting 
government powers. Now, they are mainly focusing on privacy rights and ensuring that citizens are 
able to live freely without constant surveillance. With President Trump becoming president, the 
organization has increased its advocacy and involvement ensuring that the essential rights of 
citizens are not taken away. An example of this is in Illinois where the organization has focused on 
LGBTQ rights. With this audacious, assertive background, the ACLU will work at its finest at 
Springfield to preserve the individuals’ rights and ensure that bills are not in a violation of the 
document. 
 
Position: 
The ACLU aims to preserve the individual rights designated by the constitution. Their stated 
mission is “to defend and preserve the individual rights and liberties guaranteed to every person in 
this country by the Constitution and laws of the United States.” They do this mainly through 
litigation; they conduct court cases and perform legal work concerning individual’s rights 
designated by the Constitution, providing lawyer and legal expertise in cases where the 
organization believes an individual’s rights have been challenged. 
 
Legislative Priorities 
1. Mass Incarceration 
2. Immigration: Family Detention 
3. Surveillance Reform 
4. Policing Reform 
5. Refusals 
6. LGBTQ Rights 
7. Against raising taxes and creating new taxes 
8. Advocating for lower property taxes 
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ILLINOIS YMCA YOUTH AND GOVERNMENT 
LOBBYIST LEGISLATIVE AGENDA 

 

Lobbyist Name:  Deeya Bansal     

Delegation:  Waubonsie Valley High School   

Organization Name: Asian Americans Advancing Justice      

Organization Background:  
AAJC has worked to strengthen the voice of the Asian American and Pacific Islander community for 
25 years by gaining positions in government. In four years, it has increased the amount of Asian 
American voters by 1.3 million, as well as allowed around 4,000 Asian Americans and Pacific 
Islanders to become elected officials in government.  

Position:  
Asian Americans Advancing Justice works to fight for civil rights and empower Asian Americans to 
create a more just America for all. It fights for civil rights for Asian Americans through education, 
litigation, and public policy advocacy. It serves to empower communities by bringing local and 
national constituencies together and ensuring Asian Americans are able to participate fully in the 
democracy. 

What are the organization’s current legislative priorities? 
1. Defend Immigrant Youth  

2. Equal Protection 

3. Political Power 

4. Stronger Roots  
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ILLINOIS YMCA YOUTH AND GOVERNMENT 
LOBBYIST LEGISLATIVE AGENDA 

 

Lobbyist:   Jack Barry 

Delegation:   Amos Alonzo Stagg 

Organization Name:  Small Business Advocacy Council     

Organization Background: 
With all the good that comes from small businesses, it's a wonder we as a nation aren't doing more. 
About 70 percent of businesses are founded with less than $20,000 in capital, and most of this 
money comes from bank loans and credit cards. The Small Business Advocacy Council also known as 
the (SBAC) was established in 2010 and currently represents over 1000 businesses in the 
Chicagoland area. The SBAC is a 501 not-for-profit organization. The beliefs of the SBAC include 
the success of small business being extremely influential in the economy. Another strong principle 
of SBAC is that small businesses have equal representation at the local, state, and federal level. 
Finally the SBAC believes through cooperative networking, idea sharing and education, small 
business can succeed. 
 
Position: 
The SBAC will help small business, thrive in a country that at the moment does not allow them. This 
goal will be achieved through legislative actions of priority 
 
Legislative Priorities 

1. R1-69 Affirmative Action. Pass  

2. R2-20 Cultural Graduation Requirements. No Pass   

3. R2-36 Non-Binary as a 3rd gender. No Pass 

4. R1-04 Financial aid for art institutions and school art and music programs. No Pass 

5. R1-02 Percentage of part time workers. No Pass        

Orange - 70



 

ILLINOIS YMCA YOUTH AND GOVERNMENT 

LOBBYIST LEGISLATIVE AGENDA 

 

Lobbyist:  Emma Bendersky 

Delegation: Mt. Vernon 

Organization Name: Better Government Association 

Organization Background: 
Better Government Association is an organization that fights corruption in the government. In the 
past 94 years this organization has gone from pursuing an active program of voter education, 
election reform, and encouragement of an efficient government to a comprehensive agenda that 
combines in-depth journalistic investigations with advocacy and strategic civic campaigns to 
effectively educate and mobilize citizens across the state of Illinois in pursuit of a better 
government.  
      

Position: 
Better Government Association works to promote accountability, honesty, and fairness in our 
government.  

Legislative Priorities 

1. Keep transparency throughout the government  

2. Expose the waste, fraud, and corruption in government  

3. Propose solutions and encourage change 

4. Preserve police records 

5. Eliminate cost sweeteners and loopholes from pension code  
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ILLINOIS YMCA YOUTH AND GOVERNMENT 

LOBBYIST LEGISLATIVE AGENDA 

 

Lobbyist:  Simran Bhagat 

Delegation:  Lake Park High School 

Organization Name:  Planned Parenthood of Illinois 

Organization Background: 
Planned Parenthood believes in the fundamental right of each individual, throughout the world, to 
manage his or her fertility, regardless of the individual's income, marital status, race, ethnicity, 
sexual orientation, age, national origin, or residence. Also to provide vital reproductive health care, 
sex education, and information to millions of women, men, and young people worldwide. Currently, 
Planned Parenthood of Illinois is working in coalition with other organizations regarding women’s 
rights (minimum wage increased, paid family leave, pay equity, equal rights amendment). This past 
year, the Illinois General Assembly passed HB 40: public funding for people on Medicaid for 
abortions, allowing every 1 out of 10 women in Illinois with Medicaid to have an abortion, 
regardless of rape, incest, or health-threatening issues. Also, HB 2675 was passed in 2014, a 
comprehensive sexual education bill that ensures this program for all public schools grades 6-12.  
 
Position: 
Planned Parenthood of Illinois works to provide women with more rights and opportunity, along 
with sexual health education and access to abortion. 
 
Legislative Priorities 
1.    Abortion access   

2.    Access to contraceptives/protective care   

3.    Comprehensive sexuality education   

4.    HIV prevention and care   

5.    Gender-based violence and prevention support   

6.     Opposed to defunding for abortions and help for women 

7.     Opposed to unequal pay for men and women in the workforce 
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6.  

ILLINOIS YMCA YOUTH AND GOVERNMENT 

LOBBYIST LEGISLATIVE AGENDA 

 

Lobbyist:  Elise Blinn 

Delegation:  Carl Sandburg High School 

Organization Name: Illinois Coalition Against Sexual Assault 

Organization Background: 

(A concise description of the relevant legislative history that is of concern to this organization 
and the impact it has had in Illinois. Use facts, data and research.) 
The Illinois Coalition Against Sexual Assault (ICASA) is a not-for-profit corporation of 29 
community-based sexual assault crisis centers working together to end sexual violence. Each 
center provides 24-hour crisis intervention services, counseling and advocacy for victims of 
sexual assault and their significant others. Each center presents prevention education 
programs in Illinois schools and communities. 
 
Position: 
(Summarize the overall legislative position for this organization) 
The Illinois Coalition Against Sexual Assault (ICASA) works to provide protection to those who 
are victims of sexual assault, and all else that follows the assault. 
 
Legislative Priorities 
(Identify 3-5 Legislative Priorities that will be your focus for this organization.) 

1. Sexual Violence 

2. Cyberstalking 

3. Acquaintance Rape 

4. Health Effects of Sexual Assault 

5. Adult Survivors of Childhood Sex Abuse 
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ILLINOIS YMCA YOUTH AND GOVERNMENT 
LOBBYIST LEGISLATIVE AGENDA 

 

Lobbyist:  Campbell Brown       

Delegation:  West Frankfort        

Organization Name: American Cancer Society Cancer Action Network       

Organization Background: 
The ACS CAN legislation is an aid that will help with the new treatments which improve the patients 
lives. They want to make sure everyone is available for medical care and that all the journeys of the 
cancer patients are not overwhelming and as stress free as possible.     
 
Position: 
The overall position for the ACS CAN is for the government to make state funding for the cancer 
research program a top budget priority. Also, they want to make sure all patients have health care, 
so that the patient has the help they need for their journey.     
 
Legislative Priorities 
1. Funding for the Cancer Research Program       

2. Patients Quality of Life      

3. Access to Health of Life      

4. Tobacco Control      

5. Cancer Prevention     
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ILLINOIS YMCA YOUTH AND GOVERNMENT 
LOBBYIST LEGISLATIVE AGENDA 

 

Lobbyist:  Natalie Church 

Delegation:   Waubonsie Valley High School 

Organization Name:  Clean Line Energy 

Organization Background: 
(A concise description of the relevant legislative history that is of concern to this organization and 
the impact it has had in Illinois.  Use facts, data and research.) 
Created in 2009, Clean Line Energy has put $2.3 billion into investments for renewable energy 
projects in the Grain Belt section of the United States and are working on the creation of a 780-
mile direct current transmission line that will connect through Kansas to Illinois and further. Carbon 
dioxide pollution will decrease by 10 million tons per year, water use will decrease by 4 billion 
gallons per year, and other positive effects will occur. Construction will start in 2018 and will 
benefit the entire area it covers, including Illinois. 

Position: 
(Summarize the overall legislative position for this organization) 
Clean Line Energy provides renewable energy to communities around the nation. They work with 
numerous agencies to develop new environmentally-friendly public works projects. 

Legislative Priorities 
(Identify 3-5 Legislative Priorities that will be your focus for this organization.) 
1. Encouraging the spread of clean energy 

2. Supplying low-cost energy 

3. Reducing pollution, namely from carbon 

4. Promoting sustainability efforts 

5. Developing rural economies 
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ILLINOIS YMCA YOUTH AND GOVERNMENT 
LOBBYIST LEGISLATIVE AGENDA 

 

Lobbyist:  Daniel Clough  

Delegation:   Amos Alonzo Stagg 

Organization Name:  AARP Illinois  

Organization Background: 
(A concise description of the relevant legislative history that is of concern to this organization and 
the impact it has had in Illinois.  Use facts, data and research.) 
AARP has worked to make sure citizens of Illinois over 50 can’t be taken advantage of and receive 
vital benefits such as a good health care option. One of the most important missions of the 
organization is to relieve financial concerns of retirees after the group’s poll revealed that 76% of 
voters were worried about the effect Illinois poor economy might have on them. Most recently, the 
group pushed Governor Rauner to sign a Senior Care Protection bill that would in essence give 
senior citizens their own choice on if  they want to go to a nursing home.  
 
Position: 
(Summarize the overall legislative position for this organization) 
The group looks to pass legislation that further protects the rights of the retired/elder, primarily 
protecting medicare. They concentrate on the issues most important to those in the 50+ community 
as they age. 
 
Legislative Priorities 
(Identify 3-5 Legislative Priorities that will be your focus for this organization.) 
 
1. R2-28 Senior Driving - PASS 

2. R2-30 Illinois Finance- PASS 

3.  R2-40 Smoking in Public Parks- NO PASS 
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ILLINOIS YMCA YOUTH AND GOVERNMENT 
LOBBYIST LEGISLATIVE AGENDA 

 

Lobbyist:  Parker Collins  

Delegation:  Waubonsie Valley High School  

Organization Name: BlueGreen Alliance      

Organization Background: 
The BlueGreen Alliance Foundation works to create eco-friendly jobs, protect the jobs of the 
working people, protect the environment, and strengthen the economy. The organization’s overall 
goals consist of creating and providing American people with clean jobs, clean infrastructure, and 
fair trade. In 2014, the Metropolitan Water Reclamation District that serves greater Chicago 
boosted the regional economy by $1.27 billion and created over 13,000 jobs eco-friendly jobs. The 
BlueGreen Alliance strives help the environment while improving the American economy.  
 
Position: 
The BlueGreen Alliance Foundation works to solve environmental challenges to create and maintain 
quality jobs and build a stronger economy. 
      
Legislative Priorities 
1. Gas Pipeline Network 

2. Repairing the natural gas distribution systems  

3. Safe jobs for both workers and the environment  

4. Fighting for clean and safe water  

5. Combat Climate Change  

6. Oppose environmental regulatory reduction 

7. Fight against and decrease the release of methane  
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ILLINOIS YMCA YOUTH AND GOVERNMENT 

LOBBYIST LEGISLATIVE AGENDA 

 

Lobbyist:  Paulina Czupryna 

Delegation:   Lake Park High School  

Organization Name:  Illinois Education Association  

Organization Background: 
IEA is an association of more than 135,000 members composed of Illinois elementary and 
secondary teachers, higher education faculty and staff, educational support professionals, retired 
educators and college students preparing to become teachers.The IEA was founded in 1853 to 
serve the interest of public education in Illinois. The IEA became an affiliate of the National 
Education Association in 1857, an organization currently totaling 3.2 million teachers and school 
employees working to make our good public schools even better for all students. Have also 
succesfully passed many laws, found on https://ieanea.org/. 
 
Laws Passed: 
Position:The IEA was founded in 1853 to serve the interest of public education in Illinois.The 
Illinois Education Association-NEA’s mission is to affect excellence and equity in public education 
and to be THE advocacy organization for all public education employees  
 
 
1. Transportation fees 
2. Higher education issues 
3. Qualified teachers and pay  
4. Homeless students    
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ILLINOIS YMCA YOUTH AND GOVERNMENT 
LOBBYIST LEGISLATIVE AGENDA 

 

Lobbyist:  Bhumika Dutta    

Delegation:   Waubonsie Valley High School 

Organization Name: Illinois Action for Children      

Organization Background: 
Founded in 1969, Illinois Action for Children is a child care agency that aims to provide resources 
to families in order to help children receive early education. By helping children to get an education, 
their mission is to make communities stronger and end poverty. Every year, 150,000 children and 
families are financially aided to give them more opportunities. With funding, they will be able to 
move forward and strengthen more communities. 
 
Position: 
Illinois Action for Children strives to protect the health and safety of children. By funding, they are 
able to keep the Child Care Assistance Program and “maintain program quality”. With the ISBE’s 
Early Childhood Block Grant, children are able to have preschooling. Illinois Action for Children 
believes that helping families will improve the economy and the community. 
 
Legislative Priorities 
1. Policy Reform   

2. Increase Funding to Keep Families Protected     

3. Increase Support for Home Visiting to Help Parents     

4. Provide Healthcare for those with Disabilities 
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ILLINOIS YMCA YOUTH AND GOVERNMENT 
LOBBYIST LEGISLATIVE AGENDA 

 

Lobbyist:  Zachary Frye     

Delegation:   Lake Park High School       

Organization Name: American Civil Liberties Union      

Organization Background: 
The ACLU has a long history of protecting people's rights and liberties that are afforded to them 
through the Constitution and laws. The most famous event in Illinois that the ACLU had an impact 
in was the attempted Nazi march through Skokie, Illinois. Despite the controversy surrounding 
Nazism, the ACLU challenged an injunction to block the march due to the infringement of the 
group’s first amendment rights. The ACLU is currently supporting several lawsuits in Illinois 
regarding the excessive use of force, maternity leave, and flag burning. The ACLU has supported 
the Smarter Sentencing Act to protect criminals against unfair sentencing.  
 
Position: 
For nearly 100 years, the ACLU has been our nation’s guardian of liberty, working in courts, 
legislatures, and communities to defend and preserve the individual rights and liberties that the 
Constitution and the laws of the United States guarantee everyone in this country. 
 
Legislative Priorities 
1. Mass Incarceration      

2. Immigration (Mass detention)      

3. Policing Reform      

4. Surveillance Reform       

5. Refusals     
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ILLINOIS YMCA YOUTH AND GOVERNMENT 
LOBBYIST LEGISLATIVE AGENDA 

Lobbyist:  Stephanie Gaspardo 

Delegation:   Carl Sandburg 

Organization Name: Illinois Chamber of Commerce 

Organization Background: 

(A concise description of the relevant legislative history that is of concern to this organization 
and the impact it has had in Illinois. Use facts, data and research.) 
The Illinois Chamber of Commerce is a lobbying group that represents many businesses across 
Illinois. The businesses are many different sizes, and the Chamber of Commerce advocates 
their best interests. It was started in 1919 when business leaders decided that there was too 
much government in business, and since then has been highly effective in influencing 
lawmakers to act on pro-business legislation. 

 
Position: 
(Summarize the overall legislative position for this organization) 
The main purpose of the Illinois Chamber of Commerce Foundation is to raise and expend funds for 
the purposes of financing, publishing, and distributing research on issues important to businesses. 
They also analyze issues of the Illinois economy,  and debate policies and operations that impact 
businesses. They work towards a better business atmosphere and climate in Illinois. They work 
together with other organizations to sponsor projects that are related to how businesses are 
working within the state. 
 
Legislative Priorities 
(Identify 3-5 Legislative Priorities that will be your focus for this organization.) 
1. Enabling Illinois consumers to have SG internet on their mobile devices, which would 

create more flexible networks and less connectivity issues. 

2. Stopping the push for $15/hour minimum wage. This would make less of an incentive for 
companies to hire more workers and create more jobs, and instead they would use cheaper 
and more effective machines. 

3. Correct the pension problem that is draining our state's funds. If we reform the retirement 
benefits for the young population in the workforce, it will fix some of the $83 billion in 
retirement obligations that the state cannot meet. 
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Lobbyist:  Pranav Gunniya 

Delegation:  Waubonsie Valley High School 

Organization Name: The Civic Federation 

Organization Background: 
The Civic Federation is a Government research organization that analyzes and provides solutions to 
Government finance issues in Illinois. On The Civic Federation’s website, it says that the mission is 
to “Champion efficient delivery of high-quality government services, promote sustainable tax 
policies and responsible long-term financial planning, improve government transparency and 
accountability, and educate and serve as a resource for policymakers, opinion leader, and the 
broader public.”(www.civicfed.org). Not only this, but the Civic Federation aims to analyze and fix 
government programs such as medicaid, state debt, and government institutions. The Civic 
Federation gets funding from members such as, The McCormick Foundation, Motorola Foundation, 
The Chicago Community Trust and The Polk. Bros Foundation as well as many other organizations. 
Current ongoing programs are, “The Cost of the Crisis”, “A Fiscal Rehabilitation”, and a view into 
Chicago’s 2016 olympic bid. Some programs from the past are, 2010 and 2011 Illinois budgets, 
and reviews on the governor’s 2009, 2010, and 2011 budgets. One of the topmost priorities that 
the Civic Federation has is how Government Pensions have an effect on the state debt. 
 
Position: 
 This organization often focuses on reducing taxes for the well-being of the taxpayers and 
promoting sustainability. They also often try to improve the efficiency, effectiveness, and 
transparency of Illinois and local governments. Other legislative priorities are the budget deficit, 
school districts and property taxes and property value in general. 
 
Legislative Priorities 
1. Promoting sustainable tax policies and long term financial planning, such as reducing current 

taxes. 

2. Against raising taxes and creating new taxes 

3. Protecting taxpayers and cutting down on useless taxes 

4. Fighting for lower property taxes 

5. Fixing the budget deficit 
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Lobbyist:  Amber Hanners 

Delegation:   West Frankfort 

Organization Name:  Planned Parenthood 

Organization Background: 
For over 100 years, Planned Parenthood has been providing healthcare services for people in the 
United States.  Planned Parenthood of Illinois is the state's most trusted reproductive health care 
provider. Twenty percent of  American women have chosen Planned Parenthood at least once in 
their lifetime.  Planned Parenthood of Illinois is a respected leader in educating the women, men, 
and teens of Illinois about sexual and reproductive health.  
 
Position: 
Planned Parenthood hopes to improve the quality of sexual education, keep abortion rights alive, 
and protect access to health care. 
 
Legislative Priorities 
1. Secure voting rights for all 

2. Protect access to health care 

3. Keep abortion rights legal 

4. Improve the quality of sexual education 

5. Work towards preventing sexual assault 

 

Orange - 83



 

6.  

ILLINOIS YMCA YOUTH AND GOVERNMENT 

LOBBYIST LEGISLATIVE AGENDA 

 

Lobbyist:  Annibelle Harrison       

Delegation:  MVTHS       

Organization Name: Illinois Humane Society       

Organization Background: The Illinois Humane Society has been around for many years but their 
goals and visions for the future continue to be the same. Over the years, this organization has 
positively impacted Illinois. The founders of the United States Humane Society included: Marcia 
Glaser, Helen Jones, Fred Meyers, and Larry Andrews. The Illinois Humane Society, along with other 
states’, based it priorities off of those from the United States Humane Society. After several years, 
Illinois’ Humane Society blossomed and began helping thousands of animals each year.  
 
Position: What the Illinois Humane Society strives for is the same today as it always has been. They 
work to relieve animals from abuse/neglect cases and help them back to health, then find them a 
new, loving home. They also focus strongly on “no kill” and persuading shelters that they should 
focus on the positives of this as well. Their overall goal is to one day live in a world where there is 
no animal abuse/cruelty and that every animal will be in loving homes, or at least “no kill” shelters.   
 
Legislative Priorities 
1. Support animal welfare and aid corporations in reforming their policies involving it.    

2. Get citizens engaged in the protection of animals.  

3. Educate and train local people and organizations. 

4. Make all shelters “no kill”.    

5. End puppy mills, animal fighting, factory farming, seal slaughter, horse cruelty, captive hunts 

and the wildlife trade. 
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Lobbyist:   Olivia Heinzman       

Delegation:   Mt. Vernon Township High School    

Organization Name:  

American Heart Association     

Organization Background: 
The American Heart Association has been around for 114 years and was founded by 6 cardiologists 
who wanted to make the world a better place. The founders are Paul Dudley White, Hugh D. 
McCulloch, Robert B. Preble, Lewis A. Conner, Joseph Sailer, and Robert H. Halse. This organization 
has many problems that they want to solve. One problem is that people are eating too much and 
that can cause heart diseases. They want to solve this by encouraging people to eat healthier. 
Another problem that they have is that people are not getting enough exercise and that is causing 
their hearts to get weaker and weaker. They are trying to solve this by getting people to work out 
and have working out be fun. The American Heart Association is a non-profit organization in the 
United States that fosters appropriate cardiac care.  
 
Position: 
The American Heart Association’s goal has been the same for over 100 years. Their goal is to 
improve people’s cardiovascular health. They worked hard to develop innovative research models 
that integrate AHA research values. They work to provide programs which add support for people 
who have heart disease. They also strongly focus on reducing deaths from cardiovascular diseases 
and strokes by 20 percent, by the year of 2020. Their overall goal is to build healthier lives and 
with that we will have a healthier world. 
 
 (Identify 3-5 Legislative Priorities that will be your focus for this organization.) 
1. Improve cardiovascular health 

2. Develop innovative research models that integrate AHA research values. 

3.  Reduce deaths from cardiovascular diseases and stroke by 20 percent, by the year 2020     

4. Provide programs which in addition to supporting for people with heart diseases      

5. Building healthier lives and a healthier world  
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Lobbyist:   Mason Hemby       

Delegation:   Mt.vernon      

Organization Name: Small Business Advocate         

Organization Background: 
Through their brands, Small Business Network, Inc. produces and delivers unique multi-media small 
business content employing proprietary technology and resources, and leverages these offerings to 
various audiences and communities, including those of our sponsors. 

Our business model is based on corporate partners joining with us to deliver the best small 
business help and information available, without cost to our users and audiences. 

Position: 
Their position on things mainly just help small business. Like how tours their rights and help them 
grow and have more people owning small businesses.  

Legislative Priorities 
(Identify 3-5 Legislative Priorities that will be your focus for this organization.) 
1. Tax cut on small business        

2. Help more small business grow 

3. Keep jobs in small business  

4. Keep the (rfa) regulatory flexibility act  

5. Help more people open small businesses 
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Lobbyist:  Dylan Hunn       

Delegation:   Lake Park       

Organization Name: Illinois State Rifle Association        

Organization Background: 
(A concise description of the relevant legislative history that is of concern to this organization and 
the impact it has had in Illinois.  Use facts, data and research.) 
Recently they mainly were focusing on supporting Friedman v. Highland Park which is trying to 
uplift the assault weapon ban in Highland Park. They have a history of protecting hunting and other 
firearm rights. They have shown interest in repealing certain gun control laws 
 
Position: 
(Summarize the overall legislative position for this organization) 
They are working on providing more gun rights and also to preserve the gun rights we already have. 
 
Legislative Priorities 
(Identify 3-5 Legislative Priorities that will be your focus for this organization.) 
1. Allowing non-residents to apply for a conceal and carry license 

2. Allowing a person to carry a long gun without it being broken down or put in a case      

3. Allowing exemptions for certain unlawful carrying of a firearm by military personnel      

4. Allowing silencers      

5. Allowing adults who reside in a day-care home to possess a handgun if it it is locked away 
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Lobbyist:  David Ilea    

Delegation:   Lake Park High School 

Organization Name:  Illinois Environmental Congress     

Organization Background: 
(A concise description of the relevant legislative history that is of concern to this organization and 
the impact it has had in Illinois.  Use facts, data and research.) 
The IEC encourage decision-makers in the private sector to establish better environmental policies. 
The IEC support groups and people who work to help the environment. The IEC involved with the 
years-long campaign to pass the Illinois Clean Jobs bill, and actively works with Illinois legislators 
to work on passing laws that are in line with their objectives. 
 
Position: 
(Summarize the overall legislative position for this organization) 
The Iec support environmental regulations and legislation designed to improve upon the 
environmental situation. It also engages in education and outreaches to legislators and provides a 
forum for environmentalists. 
 
Legislative Priorities 
(Identify 3-5 Legislative Priorities that will be your focus for this organization.) 
1. Imposing environmental regulations    

2. preserving natural ecosystems.   

3. Advocate sustainable energy.   

4. Protection of environments and endangered species.   

5. Opposition to fracking in the State of Illinois. 
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Lobbyist:  Alicja Jaworska       

Delegation:   Amos Alonzo Stagg High School      

Organization Name: American Red Cross in Illinois      

Organization Background: 
The American Red Cross is part of the world’s largest humanitarian network with 13 million 
volunteers in 187 countries.The American Red Cross works to provide services for the prevention 
and preparation of natural disasters. Also including, ways to teach individuals how to respond to 
tragedy through the mobilization of people. The Red Cross in Illinois consists of more than 4,000 
dedicated volunteers and serves more than 9.5 million people in the territories of Illinois. The 
American Red Cross not only is associated with natural disaster relief but also with HIV/AIDS 
prevention, first aid/CPR , and many more.  
 
Position: 
The American Red Cross works to unite people in time of tragedy by combining resources and 
volunteer work in order to help people prevent, prepare and respond to life threatening 
emergencies. Although, organizations have been formed that are against the Red Cross because of 
the belief that the company hoards most of its financial income. The Red Cross is proven to be a 
dedicated organization interested in aiding the ones in need.  
 
Legislative Priorities: 
1. Disaster Relief  

2. Supporting America's Military Families       

3. Health and Safety Services       

4 Blood saving Projects        
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Lobbyist:  Suzy Kang 

Delegation:  Carl Sandburg High School 

Organization Name: American Cancer Society Cancer Action Network 

Organization Background: 

(A concise description of the relevant legislative history that is of concern to this organization 
and the impact it has had in Illinois. Use facts, data and research.) 
This organization mission is to end suffering and death from cancer. They have impacted 
Illinois by making it the top twentieth state to make many donations. The societies impacts are 
having 70% decrease of cigarette smoking among high school students, 23% decline death 
rates from 1991 to 2012, and 18 million people having the benefit to access health insurance. 
 
Position: 
(Summarize the overall legislative position for this organization) 

This legislative position is to pass bills that has connections with their priorities. 

Legislative Priorities 
(Identify 3-5 Legislative Priorities that will be your focus for this organization.) 
1. Access to health care 
 
2. Cancer Prevention 
 
3. Patient quality 

 
4. Cancer research finding 
 
5. Tobacco control 
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Lobbyist:  Jackie Kawczynski 

Delegation:  Lake Park 

Organization Name: Illinois Education Association 

Organization Background: 
The Illinois Education Association works to effect excellence and equity in public education 
 
Position: 
Working towards improving the educational system for students and working conditions for 
educators. 
 
Legislative Priorities 
1. Supporting finding teachers to contribute to the substitute teacher shortage in Illinois—retired 
teachers may return and substitute, and their retirement status should not be affected   

2. Opposing rapid expansion of charter schools—caps on charter schools need to be kept in order 
to keep all schools accountable. 

3. Opposing defined contribution retirement plans (such as 401k)—defined contribution plans are 
more expensive than defined benefit plans, and they are not beneficial in fixing debt. 

4. Supporting the evidence-based model which combines funding schools receive—neediest 
districts will receive funding first. 
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Lobbyist:  Adil Khadri       

Delegation:  Waubonsie Valley High School      

Organization Name: NAACP 

Organization Background: 
The NAACP, or the National Association for the Advancement of Colored People is a civil rights 
organization which seeks to advance justice for African Americans. The organization combats 
racism in legal cases and lobbies against legislation based on institutional racism. 
 
Position: 
This organization stands for the decriminalization of marijuana and will stand for bills combating 
the War on Drugs, the prison industrial complex, and the criminalization of moderate intoxicants. 

 
Legislative Priorities 
(Identify 3-5 Legislative Priorities that will be your focus for this organization.) 

1. Criminal justice reform 

2. Education equity 

3. Voting rights 
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Lobbyist:  Stevie Koontz 

Delegation:   Mount Vernon 

Organization Name:  Illinois Health Care Association   

Organization Background: 
This organization was founded in 1950 and was led by a 13- member board. The IHCA is a non-
profit organization containing more than 500 licensed and certified long term care facilities and 
homes or programs for the developmentally disabled through Illinois. 
 
Position: 
IHCA is dedicated to offering legislative, regulatory, and political support to our diverse 
membership.  
 
Legislative Priorities: 
1. IHCA supports programs that provide long term care.       

2. IHCA supports programs for developmentally disabled residents of Illinois. 
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Lobbyist:  Emma Lauth      

Delegation:   A.A. Stagg     

Organization Name:  Voices for Illinois Children  

Organization Background: 
Mission. Voices for Illinois Children is an independent advocacy organization that champions strong 
public policies and investments for all children in our state.    
 
Position: 
(Summarize the overall legislative position for this organization) 
 
Legislative Priorities 
(Identify 3-5 Legislative Priorities that will be your focus for this organization.) 

1. Creating a standard to assess juvenile fitness to stand trial  

2. Secure the state’s financial situation and generate stable revenue sources    

3. Restore cuts to the Early Childhood Block Grant 

4. Prevent further cuts to General State Aid for school districts 

5. Maintain funding for home visitation programs 
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Lobbyist:  Abby Lee      

Delegation:  Stagg High School       

Organization Name: Illinois Health and Hospital Association      

Organization Background: 
Illinois hospitals are major economic engines, providing jobs, healthcare, charity care and support 
services. IHA supports this work through advocacy and financial policy analysis and development. 
The IHA PAC is a critical part of our healthcare advocacy efforts. The PAC is nonpartisan and 
independent, supporting elected officials committed to legislation that advances healthcare in 
Illinois. HA examines both legislative and regulatory policies. They advocate for smart regulatory 
policy that protect patients and breaks down barriers to bolster access to care and healthcare 
innovation. 
 
Position: 
To support each person’s quest for optimum health, all individuals and communities have access to 
high-quality healthcare at the right time and in the right setting. 
      
Legislative Priorities 
1. Promote quality and Patient Safety     

2.  Ensure access to care and Coverage     

3.  Reduce Regulatory Burden    

4.  Advance Health system transformation and Innovation      

5.  Enhance Affordability and Value      

Important Bill Priorities  

1. R2-09 (mental health for teachers): Pro 

2. R2-11 (health education): Pro 

3. R2- 20 (lower drinking age): Anti  
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Lobbyist:  Dareen Li 

Delegation:  Oswego 

Organization Name: Illinois Education Association 

Organization Background: 
(A concise description of the relevant legislative history that is of concern to this organization and 
the impact it has had in Illinois.  Use facts, data and research.) 
Make sure legislators don’t make laws that would affect members’ pay, working conditions and 

benefits without membership input. The Legislative Platform provides guidance on how to address 

education policies and issues students and educators deal with. The Platform was created so 

members could provide direction for the Association on important issues regarding educators. 

Position: 
(Summarize the overall legislative position for this organization) 
Make educational systems even better for all students and improve the working conditions of 
educators throughout the state. The Legislative Platform provides guidance on how to address 
education policies and issues students and educators deal with.  
 
Legislative Priorities 
(Identify 3-5 Legislative Priorities that will be your focus for this organization.) 
1. Funding plan that revanmps how schools are funded  

2. Temporary voucher program, fewer PE classes, hire outsdie institutions for Driver's Education 

3. Budget Bills and funding 

4. Collective bargaining , educational opportunitites, employee rights 
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Lobbyist:  Nick Malone      

Delegation:   Mt.Vernon   

Organization Name:  March of Dimes  

Organization Background: 
(A concise description of the relevant legislative history that is of concern to this organization and 
the impact it has had in Illinois.  Use facts, data and research.) 
The March of Dimes is a united states nonprofit organization that works to improve the health of 
mother’s and babies.Since 2003, they are strongly focused in prematurity births. 
 
Position: 
(Summarize the overall legislative position for this organization) 
The overall legislative position of MArch of Dimes is to help women and babies by preventing birth 
defects, premature birth, and infant mortality. 
 
Legislative Priorities 
(Identify 3-5 Legislative Priorities that will be your focus for this organization.) 
1. Helping those who have been affected        

2. Improving women's access to preconception health care. 

3. Keeping their members up to date on their info. 

4. Having tests ran on babies before they leave the hospital. 

5. Families health and safety. 
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Lobbyist:  Teddy Mamone      

Delegation:  Amos Alonzo Stagg High School 

Organization Name: Illinois Physical Therapy Association  

Organization Background: 
The IPTA strives to improve the health, wellness, and quality of life for the people in Illinois through 
physical therapy. They also want to increase medical benefits for people in Illinois. As well as 
revitalize physical therapy in Illinois and the treatments patients receive.  
 
Position: 
They are passionate and motivated and want to revitalize the lives of the people of Illinois. 
They strive to influence the public through education and sway legislation to support physical 
therapy. 
 
Legislative Priorities 
1. Increase society’s awareness and understanding of physical therapy.     

2. Reduce barriers to consumer access and promoting health focused lifestyle interventions by 
combining physical therapists and providers.    

3. Maximize the value of IPTA membership.   

 

Important Bill Priorities  
1. R2-O2 (Tax on 911 Calls): Pro 

2. R2-O5 (Emergency Services): Pro 

3. R3-30 (Abortion): Pro 

4. R3-O4 (Athlete Work Study): Pro 

5. R1-21 (Late Start): Pro 

6. R2-36 (Non-binary): Against   
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Lobbyist:  Declan O’Brien      

Delegation:   Lake Park 

Organization Name: Midwest Truckers Association      

Organization Background: 
(A concise description of the relevant legislative history that is of concern to this organization and 
the impact it has had in Illinois.  Use facts, data and research.) 
Mid-West Truckers Association works closely with all state and federal agencies involved in the 
trucking industry and are considered a leader in representing the trucking industry throughout the 
Midwest.  We serve on many state, regional, and national advisory boards to make sure the voices 
of our members are heard.  Some of the things they have done with the state is they had to ask 
money to fund their drug and alcohol testing. 

Position: 
(Summarize the overall legislative position for this organization) 
So the overall position of this organization is to go with the government because they need money 
for the organization to fund for their legislative priorities. 
 
Legislative Priorities 
(Identify 3-5 Legislative Priorities that will be your focus for this organization.) 
1. Consider using state tax dollars 

2. Pot hole repair on highways 

3. More cash on safety procedure 

4. Educational      

5. Testing for drugs and alcohol 
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Lobbyist:  Jayna Patel      

Delegation:   Lake Park   

Organization Name:  Illinois State Medical Society    

Organization Background: 
Intends to lobby all branches of government in areas of health care, insurance and professional 
licensure that affect the practice of medicine or professional liability insurance. Illinois State 
Medical Society lobbying intent is dedicated to health care, insurance, public safety, licensed 
professionals, and government state/local. The Illinois State Medical Society is a professional 
organization that represents and unifies its physician members as they practice the science and art 
of medicine. They are concerned with the solution of ethical, scientific, legislative and economic 
problems plaguing physicians. Participating in over 50 federal advocacy projects in 2017 alone, 
they impact Illinois and it’s physicians by lobbying for a wide variety of topics pertaining to 
everything from insurance to public health.       
 
Position:  
This organization does more than just help physicians, it lobbies for ethical practices and is 
concerned with health care all around Illinois. Uniting physicians and health care providers, the 
Illinois State Medicals Society promotes doctor/patient relationships and the betterment of public 
health. 
 
Legislative Priorities 
(Identify 3-5 Legislative Priorities that will be your focus for this organization.) 
1. Department of Children and Family Services  

2. Healthcare and Family Services  

3. Health Facilities And Services Review Board 

4. Department of Emergency Management Agency 

5. Board of Higher Education 
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Lobbyist:  Michael Paterala      

Delegation:   Lake Park High School    

Organization Name:  Illinois High School Association   

Organization Background: 
(A concise description of the relevant legislative history that is of concern to this organization and 
the impact it has had in Illinois.  Use facts, data and research.) 
The Illinois High School Association (IHSA) is a collection of high schools in Illinois that has existed 
since 1900 that regulates competition in most interscholastic sports and some interscholastic 
activities at the high school level. It is a charter member of the National Federation of State High 
School Associations. The IHSA regulates 14 sports for boys, 15 sports for girls, and eight co-
educational non-athletic activities. More than 760 public and private high schools in the state of 
Illinois are members of the IHSA. the IHSA has been at the center of many controversies, some of 
which have had national resonance, or paralleled the struggles seen in other states across the 
country. 
 
Position: 
(Summarize the overall legislative position for this organization) 
Being a high school student, I feel it is important for me to take part in the discussion about issues 
relating to my school and others. Given that the range of legislation that concerns with the IHSA, 
their is no real “position” but I obviously support bills that benefit the average student.  
 
Legislative Priorities 
(Identify 3-5 Legislative Priorities that will be your focus for this organization.) 
1. Support bills that make player safety top priority      

2. Support legislation that benefits the health and safety of students      

3. Support legislation that benefits student education      

4. Support bills that benefit athletics and extracurriculars      

5. Support bills that benefit the individual state of mind of students 
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Lobbyist:  Nicholas Paterala 

Delegation:   Lake Park High School 

Organization Name: The Gun Violence Prevention Political Action Committee (G-PAC)   

Organization Background: 
The Gun Violence Prevention Political Action Committee was founded to counter the political 
influence of the gun industry and their lobby in Springfield. Their main goal is to keep our state 
safe from people with guns. 
 
Position: 
This organization is supportive of any bills that have to do with decreasing the amount of guns in 
the state of Illinois and increasing rules to own a gun. They are also against the legalization of any 
firearm accessories that can facilitate crimes. 
 
Legislative Priorities 
1. To protect and elect public officials with the courage to stand up to the gun lobby.  
 
2. Prevent the passage of the bill allowing people from other states to come into Illinois with guns 

and without gun permits unless their state requires. 
 
3. Keep people safe by keeping as little people without permits on the streets with guns. 
 
4. Help reduce gun violence in the state of Illinois as much as possible. 
 
5. Promote gun control and make dangerous gun accessories illegal. 
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Lobbyist:  Dylan Peddemors     

Delegation:  Amos Alonzo Stagg High School  

Organization Name: Small Business Advocacy Council 

Organization Background: 
The Small Business Advocacy Council (SBAC) is an organization of small business owners in the 
state of Illinois. Since 2010 the SBAC has lobbied for a legislative agenda that is felicitous to 
small-business owners. This organization’s previous accomplishments in Illinois legislature includes 
SBAC-inspired House Bill 3186 that was signed into law in 2011 and ensures that at least 10% of 
State Procurement Contracts’ monetary value will be delegated to small businesses, and has had a 
hand in the growth and stability of privately-run local businesses. The SBAC has also had a hand in 
reforming state unemployment insurance, increasing the initiative to hire employees and bringing 
down the high unemployment rate in Illinois. During its course of lobbyist activity, the SBAC has 
worked to reduce government regulations with a lack of public good that hurt small businesses in 
Illinois. (http://www.smallbusinessadvocacycouncil.org/) 
 
Position: 
The SBAC will lobby for legislation that aligns with the interests of small business owners, and 
creates a stable and reliable Illinois economy. By growing and stabilizing small businesses in the 
State, more jobs, goods, and services can be provided for Illinois citizens. 
 
Legislative Priorities: 
1. Regulate the number of and duration of terms that can be served in leadership government 

roles.       

2. Reform Illinois’s pension program. 

3. Begin the steps that are necessary for Illinois to balance its budget and pass budget or tax 

reforms to save the Illinois economy through state congress. 

4. Lower Limited Liability Company (LLC) fees  to match those of corporations. 

5. Reform of  State workers’ compensation. 

Important Bill Priorities: 

1. R1-90 (Pension Brackets): Pro  4. R1-69 (Affirmative Action): Pro 

2. R2-27 (Tips and Minimum Wage): Anti 5. R1-28 (Tax Deductions for Companies): Pro 

3. R1-30 (Illinois Finance): Pro  6. R1-51 (State Finance): Pro 
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Lobbyist:  Jenny Petrova  

Delegation:  Lake Park 

Organization Name:  American Heart Association      

Organization Background: 
(A concise description of the relevant legislative history that is of concern to this organization and 
the impact it has had in Illinois.  Use facts, data and research.) 
The American Heart Association has worked to save and improve lives from heart disease and 
stroke, with research at the core of their efforts. Their research has brought about new 
information, allowing them to improve upon their knowledge towards prevention and medicine 
towards treatment. Their efforts are not only limited to the people of Illinois, as they have proven 
to have decreased heart disease related deaths throughout the U.S., which dropped from the No. 3 
to No. 5 cause of death in the U.S. over just the five years. 
 
Position: 
(Summarize the overall legislative position for this organization) 
The American Heart Association works to provide more results in heart-related research through 
funding and investments, advocates for access and ability to healthier ways of life, and seeks to 
improve surveillance upon and decrease heart-disease related risks. 
 
Legislative Priorities 
(Identify 3-5 Legislative Priorities that will be your focus for this organization.) 

1. Continuing leadership in heart disease and stroke research. 

2. Advocating for greater prevention and healthy lifestyles (obesity prevention, tobacco 
control, regulation of foods, access to healthier foods, and promoting exercise and healthy 
living). 

3. Better and more access to appropriate, affordable, high-quality, high-value health care. 

4. Improving surveillance for heart disease, stroke, and related health factors. 

5. Protecting nonprofit sector interests. 
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Lobbyist:  Caroline Robinson 

Delegation:  Oswego 

Organization Name: Retired Teachers Association 

Organization Background: 
(A concise description of the relevant legislative history that is of concern to this organization and 
the impact it has had in Illinois.  Use facts, data and research.) 
The objective is to create a better retirement plan for Chicagoland teachers. In Chicago, teachers 
are almost taken advantage of when it comes to retirement and the teacher pensions are very hard 
to obtain. 
 
Position: 
(Summarize the overall legislative position for this organization) 
Coming from a family of Chicago teachers and professors, I am determined to help pass the bill(s) 
needed to help out the Chicagoland teachers. By donating your life to teach, you deserve to retire 
and relax where you please as a "thank you". 
 
Legislative Priorities 
(Identify 3-5 Legislative Priorities that will be your focus for this organization.) 

1. Make it more well known  

2. Provide what this organization does and how the benefits are shown 

3. Provide steps that Illinois could take to support this association 

4. Provide solutions to how this association helps Chicagoland teachers     

5. Showing the injustice that Chicagoland teachers receive once they retire. (If they can)     
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Lobbyist:  Zach Roy      

Delegation:  Carterville High School  

Organization Name: Retired Teachers Association 

 

Agenda was not available for printing. Copies will be available in Springfield. 
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Lobbyist:  Josh Samuel      

Delegation:  Waubonsie Valley High School  

Organization Name: Club for Growth       

Organization Background: 
The Club for Growth is run based on the same fiscally conservative principles it was founded on in 
1999. It was founded by Stephen Moore in 1999 and ever since then they have fought for 
economically conservative issues in congress. They have accomplished this through a three-pronged 
approach. They issue vote alerts to Senators and Representatives so that they know how to vote to 
help our country. Secondly, we publish congressional scorecards so the public knows how their 
representatives are voting. Finally, we run hard hitting independent ads that push for the ideas we 
stand for. I believe that if the organization continues to run with the same passion it has been they 
could revolutionize the economic system. 
      
Position: 
Over all the Club for Growth is an organization that pushes for conservative economic policy. It is a 
national network of pro-growth, limited government Americans who share in the belief that 
economic freedom is imperative for prosperity and opportunity. We should limit the size of our 
government because private organizations provide more innovation, competition, and jobs than 
public. This organization does not take any position on social issues or immigration. 
      
 
Legislative Priorities 
(Identify 3-5 Legislative Priorities that will be your focus for this organization.) 
1. Cutting government spending  

2. Replace the current tax code with a fair flat tax 

3. Reducing the size and scope of the federal government 
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Lobbyist:  Libby Schmidt       

Delegation:  Mt. Vernon       

Organization Name: General Motors     

Organization Background: General Motors is committed to every customer for as long as they have 
a vehicle. General Motors headquarters has more than 180,000 employees with the finest 
workplace. General Motors has donated hundreds of million dollars to support education, health 
and human services, the environment, community development and disaster relief efforts for 
decades.  

Position: General Motors works to provide everyone around the world a safe and efficient vehicle 
and vehicle service. 

Legislative Priorities 

1. Adult and child safety       

2. Create and innovate solutions for the environment 

3. Help find homes for military veterans through programs 

4. Adopt policies and develop technologies that promote a cleaner planet      

5. Help fund for education, health and human services, the environment, and community 
development      

Orange - 108



 

ILLINOIS YMCA YOUTH AND GOVERNMENT 
LOBBYISTS LEGISLATIVE AGENDA 

 

Lobbyist Name:  Shrina Shah   

Delegation:  Waubonsie Valley High School 

Organization Name:  UCAN       

Organization Background:  
UCAN served and impacted 11,862 youth and families in just 2016. They have trained over 200 
staff members from their community partner organizations on trauma-informed care. 100% of the 
youth from the Diermeier Future Leaders Now programs said they are more likely to set future 
goals. 94% of the youth who obtains services from the UCAn believe that they are supported in 
making healthy choices. 85% of the youth from UCAN’s Transitional Teen Services are discharged 
with positive social supports. 98% of youth from UCAN’s Violence Intervention and Prevention 
Services programs made progress on personal development supportive relationships with others. 
95% of FamilyWorks youth believe that UCAN has helped them make positive decisions in their life. 
83% of seniors attending UCAN academy are on track to graduate. 73% of UCAN’s High-Risk youth 
remained arrest-free during 2015-16. 88% of UCAN Youth stated they would refer others for 
services at UCA. 87% of new counseling and youth and development services clients are engaging 
in a treatment plan. 80% of youth in UCAN’s Alumni Services Program are making progress on their 
Individual Development Plans. 92% of youth agree that UCAN has provided them an opportunity to 
improve their future. UCAN has raised over $41 million for the new campus and violence prevention 
program in North Lawndale. Their is a Peace Hub where there are 100 youth serving there: 68% 
decrease in arrest rates and 47% increase in community engagement.     

Position: 
 The UCAN organization work to help youth in care of the child welfare system, those removed 
from their homes from reasons of abuse and neglect, and individuals affected by traumatic events 
to become into successful leaders. UCAN focuses on leadership commitment, diverse representation 
at all levels, community engagement, and open, honest and respectful communication to ensure 
that youths who have suffered neglect and abuse can speak out.  

Legislative Priorities: 
1. Preventing Violence      

2. Healing Trauma      

3. Building Strong Families      

4. Educating and Empowering Youth  
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Lobbyist:  Anthony Slade 

Delegation:  Lake Park High School  

Organization Name: Illinois Association of Medicaid Health Plans     

Organization Background: 
The Illinois Association of Medicaid Health Plans (IAMHP) is an association that is attempting to 
fight the battle for universal healthcare, and wants to provide needy residents of Illinois with fair 
and free healthcare. They are a community of doctors that congregate to care for those who cannot 
afford healthcare, or those who have little access to it. There are many instances of different 
states adopting and expanding their Medicaid funding in order to care for the people that really 
need it. Additionally, as well as the many crises calling on Medicaid for support (like in Puerto Rico), 
showing the importance and legitimacy of the cause of Medicaid. 
 
Position: 
I agree with the notion of universal healthcare and providing healthcare as a basic right to all 
people of America, so my priorities and this organization's goals line up pretty directly. In my 
opinion, all people should have health care, and companies and the rich should not have complete 
control on basic human rights. 
 
Legislative Priorities 
(Identify 3-5 Legislative Priorities that will be your focus for this organization.) 
1. Obtaining funding for their universal health care services, with emphasis on needed areas of the 

medical field. 

2. Lobbying and convincing governmental officials to speak out about the importance of universal 
healthcare. 

3. Aiding the needy civilians through creating detailed medical background for many of the people 
who use their services. 

4. Creating strategies to prevent and take care of the pressing opioid epidemic. 

5. Providing much increased awareness for mental health and healthcare regarding mental health.
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Lobbyist:  Darek Slowikowski  

Delegation:  Stagg 

Organization Name: Goldman Sachs     

Organization Background: 
Goldman Sachs is a leading global investment banking, securities and investment management firm 
that has provided its diverse clients, ranging from regular individuals to governments and 
corporations, with its financial services for decades since its inception in 1869. On the federal level 
Goldman focuses on lobbying for deregulation of investment banks and increased freedom of 
business overall. Within Illinois, Goldman pushes for many of the same goals. The “Goldman Sachs 
10,000 Small Businesses Program” is one of many local, Goldman sponsored, business programs 
and it has a proven track record of success. The goals of the program includes increasing small 
business revenues and job creation through the teaching of a customized curriculum. The program 
is free to those accepted and the benefits are reflected by the numbers. After completing the 
program, 72% of small business graduates from the program have reported increased revenues and 
50% had created new jobs. 84% of program graduates are currently doing business with other 
graduates of the program. This Goldman Grant funded program incorporates so many of Goldman's 
beliefs. Economic growth, through not only the preexisting established successful firms but through 
new and upcoming businesses.  
 
Position: 
Goldman Sachs’ lobbying efforts are very focused on multiple areas where economic growth is a 
possibility. The bank holds a position that endorses not only more capability for existing businesses 
to flourish but also for new businesses to be able to emerge through lessened risks. Goldman 
assists the development of the small business sector of the US economy through investments and 
grants that help entrepreneurs create jobs and economic opportunities by providing greater access 
to education, capital and business support services.   
 
Legislative Priorities 
1. R3-13 Sale of Fireworks (R1-50)  

2. R1-16 Lower Drinking Age (R3-14) 

3. R1-24 Employment Applications   

4. R1-28 Tax Deductions For Companies (R1-31)  

5. R2-30 Illinois Finance  

6. R3-24 
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Lobbyist:  Jacob Sowizral   

Delegation:   Lake Park  

Organization Name: AARP 

Organization Background:  
(A concise description of the relevant legislative history that is of concern to this organization and 
the impact it has had in Illinois.  Use facts, data and research.) 
A society in which all people live with dignity and purpose, and fulfill their goals and dreams. 
 
Position: 
(Summarize the overall legislative position for this organization)  
AARP position is for laws for the people and is opposed to legislation that deregulates 
telecommunications services. 
 
Legislative Priorities 
(Identify 3-5 Legislative Priorities that will be your focus for this organization.) 
1. Support Family Caregivers  

2. Support Reducing Social Security Tax Burden   

3. Oppose Telecom Deregulation – Urge PUC to Study Technology Transition  

Orange - 112



 

ILLINOIS YMCA YOUTH AND GOVERNMENT 
LOBBYIST LEGISLATIVE AGENDA 

 

Lobbyist:  Austin Stevens       

Delegation:   West Frankfort 

Organization Name: Mental Health America of Illinois 

Organization Background: For one hundred years M.H.A.I has been leading non-profit, non-
governmental, and statewide organizations in Illinois concerned with the entire spectrum of mental 
and emotional disorders. M.H.A.I. is dedicated to promoting mental health, working for the 
prevention of mental illness, and improving care and treatment for persons suffering from mental 
and emotional disorders. 
 
Position: M.H.A.I. develops and supports policy positions on key mental health issues working with 
legislators, state agencies, and other non-for-profit groups to advocate for improved policies. 
 
Legislative Priorities 
1. Better treatment for all people in the world so it may be a better place in which to live for 

everyone  

2. Special focus toward the mentally ill so that they may become better and be able to live more 
normal lives    

3. Better testing for mental health so individuals with mental disabilities can be diagnosed sooner 
and treated more easily      

4. Help for veterans returning from war so that they may not suffer from mental disabilities after 
experiencing war     

5. Help research for mental illness become more accessible so that there can be more effective 
and accessible treatment available to them  
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Lobbyist:  Alex Stonkus  

Delegation:   Lake Park High School 

Organization Name: Illinois Coalition Against Sexual Assault      

Organization Background: 
(A concise description of the relevant legislative history that is of concern to this organization and 
the impact it has had in Illinois.  Use facts, data and research.) 
ICASA is a not-for-profit corporation of 29 community-cased sexual assault crisis centers working 
together to put an end to sexual assault. Each center is run 24 hours a day with intervention, 
counseling and advocacy services. The centers also present prevention programs to local Illinois 
schools and communities.    
 
Position: 
(Summarize the overall legislative position for this organization) 
The corporation’s goals are to educate people about sexual assault and provide care and services 
for victims of sexual assault through crisis centers set up across Illinois  
 
Legislative Priorities 
(Identify 3-5 Legislative Priorities that will be your focus for this organization.) 
1. Educate about sexual assault  

2. Provide crisis centers throughout Illinois 

3. Provide counseling and intervention services through crisis centers 

4. Provide victim support   

5. Activism and prevention education to change culture norms; end oppression
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Lobbyist:  Olivia Turman      

Delegation:   Lake Park High School  

Organization Name:  Illinois State Rifle Association      

Organization Background: 
(A concise description of the relevant legislative history that is of concern to this organization and 
the impact it has had in Illinois.  Use facts, data and research.) 
The Illinois State Rifle Association's goal has and is to preserve and protect the citizen’s right to 
bear arms. They promote gun safety and marksmanship, educate and persuade the 177 members of 
the Illinois General Assembly on the importance of gun rights, and review 4 to 7 thousand bills each 
year to find the ones that they will support or fight. Some recent bills they have supported that 
were passed helped gun owners gain more rights. They are the only pro-gun organization that is 
lobbying in the Illinois government.  
 
Position: 
(Summarize the overall legislative position for this organization) 
They definitely have a more conservative position on legislation, and support mostly all pro-gun 
bills and oppose bills that impede on a citizen’s second amendment rights. 
 
Legislative Priorities 
(Identify 3-5 Legislative Priorities that will be your focus for this organization.) 
1. They oppose the bill that states all handgun ammunition shall be serialized.     

2. They support the bill that states those with firearm ID cards may transport larger guns without 
them being broken down. 

3. They support the bill that states a business license may not be denied or revoked because the 
owner has a concealed carry permit to carry a gun in their business. 

4. They oppose a bill proposing that any applicant for a FOID card must include a full set of 
fingerprints to the ISP for identification purposes. 

5. They support a bill that deems using an unauthorized weapon to take wildlife is not allowed.
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Lobbyist:   Alexis Udaykee 

Delegation:   Stagg 

Organization Name:  Illinois Dermatological Society    

Organization Background: 
The Illinois Dermatological Society (IDS) is an organization where members care for patients with 
skin diseases and other conditions throughout the state. It’s dedication to supporting efforts to 
maintain and improve the quality and availability of skin health and treatment of dermatological 
diseases through public education and advocacy have shown great remarks. The organization’s 
accomplishments is represented through the IDS is the House Bill 3549 is pending in Senate, but 
amends the Manage Care Reform and Patients Right Act. Throughout the review of the lobbyist 
activity, the IDS has managed to make sure everyone’s questioning towards their health is solved.  
( http://www.illinoisdermsociety.org/legislative-issues-projects  ) 
      
Position: 
The IDS is willing to lobby for legislation with clients who want to improve their skin care needs and 
wanting to provide medical skin care help. Members of the organization are trained to find a cure 
or solution to their skin care needs. If IDS is unable to find a solution to the problem, it’ll have to 
conclude to doing anything needed to figure out how to solve the problem of the skin care problem.  
 
Legislative Priorities: 
1. Biosimilar Substitution 

2. Step Therapy Regulation 

3. Hepatitis C Screening 

4. Anatomic Pathology Billing Regulation 

5. Pathology Services 

 

Important Bill Priorities: 
1. R2-13 - Pharmacy Practicing Act (Pass) 

2. R1-19 - School Health Mandatory Mental Health Unit (Pass) 

3. R2-30 - Illinois Finance (Pass) 

4. R1-61 - Medical Bribery (No Pass) 

5. R3-23 - Medical Proficiency Exams for Military Personnel (Pass) 
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Lobbyist:  Claudia Vallejo 

Delegation:   Oswego 

Organization Name: Illinois Environmental Council 

Organization Background: 
(A concise description of the relevant legislative history that is of concern to this organization and 
the impact it has had in Illinois.  Use facts, data and research.) 
The IEC was founded in 1975, since then it has supported and advocated for 60 environmental 
organizations. The organization's has had major impacts in agricultural issues, like the Common 
Group from 1982, that introduced a soil conservation agenda to the Governor and General 
Assembly. Their concern is making sure that the people have a safer life, in which the enviroment 
isn't exposing them to harm.     
 
Position: 
(Summarize the overall legislative position for this organization) 
The IEC's mission is to include everyone to enforce and implement environmental laws, and for 
everyone to eventually have equal access to a healthier enviroment to live in. 
 
Legislative Priorities 
(Identify 3-5 Legislative Priorities that will be your focus for this organization.) 

1. Blocking a bill that would provide a taxpayer-funded "bailout" to a company that owns 
several coal plants in Illinois  

2. Enviromental Justice Act 

3. City of Chicago RUle on Petroleum Coke 

4. working on policies that would protect pollinators like bees and monarch butterflies,  

5. reduce pollution from confined animal feeding operations (CAFOs)
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Lobbyist:  Isabella Vitacco 

Delegation:   Lake Park 

Organization Name: Illinois Academy of Nutrition and Dietetics  

Organization Background: 
(A concise description of the relevant legislative history that is of concern to this organization and 
the impact it has had in Illinois.  Use facts, data and research.) 
This organization is a way to promote and enhance a healthy lifestyle through evidence based 
practices. Also making them a valuable source to go to for information about health.  
 
Position: 
(Summarize the overall legislative position for this organization) 
Providing an affordable health insurance for people and also having licensed professionals be 
presenting information.  
 
Legislative Priorities 
(Identify 3-5 Legislative Priorities that will be your focus for this organization.) 
1. provide information about diets  

2. leading future dietetics 

3. health care  

4. licensed professionals   

5. insurance  
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Lobbyist:   Brook Swiontek       

Delegation:  Lake Park High School 

Organization Name: Illinois Council Against Handgun Violence     

Organization Background: 
(A concise description of the relevant legislative history that is of concern to this organization and 
the impact it has had in Illinois.  Use facts, data and research.) 
The ICHV was founded in 1974. Since then, the council has created many programs to educate the 
people of Illinois to the dangers of firearms. They helped push the Child Access Prevention Law, 
which prohibits leaving a firearm unlocked and accessible to a minor under the age of 14. In Illinois, 
due to the efforts of the ICHV, it is required that any person obtain a ten-year license in order to 
purchase or possess firearms or weapons.     
 
Position: 
(Summarize the overall legislative position for this organization) 
The ICHV is an organization created to educate the public of Illinois about the danger of gun 
violence across our state. They also take a proactive role in lobbying for stricter regulation of 
firearms throughout our state. Their hope is to reduce gun violence towards all people throughout 
the state of Illinois. According to the CDC, in 2016, Illinois had 1,490 deaths in which firearms 
were the primary cause. Also, according to the Harvard School of Public Health, 59% of students 
grades 6-12 know where they can gain access to a gun. Children have far too much access to guns 
in our country. 
 
Legislative Priorities 
(Identify 3-5 Legislative Priorities that will be your focus for this organization.) 
1. A focus of mine will be opposing laws that strengthen public conceal carry and the facilitate the 

open carry of weapons and firearms among public citizens.  

2. Another priority of mine will be in support of bills that strengthen regulations on the carrying 
of firearms in locations where alcohol is served.  

3. I will support bills which provide funding and research for mental health studies as these 
studies can help us understand homicide and mass murder when the weapon is carried by a 
mentally ill person. 

4. I will oppose bills which facilitate the access to guns and firearms for unlicensed individuals. 

5. I will support the strengthening of regulations and training for individuals seeking to purchase 
and own a firearm.  
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Lobbyist:  Sarah Wollesen 

Delegation:   West Frankfort 

Organization Name: Illinois Environmental Council 

Organization Background: 
Founded in 1975, the Illinois Environmental Council (IEC) promotes laws protecting natural 
resources and the health of humans and wildlife.  The IEC has sponsored issue advocacy campaigns 
and projects to raise awareness on environmental issues.  The IEC supports environmental activists 
and is building programs to educate the next generation of environmental leaders. 

Position: 
The Illinois Environmental Council works to pass legislation in support of the improvement and 
protection of the environment and to educate the public on the environment.  
 
Legislative Priorities 
1. Support the use of clean energy 

2. Keep pressure on hydraulic fracturing regulations 

3. Support community recycling programs  

4. Support conservation and protection of wildlife and natural habitats  

5. Support education on climate change  
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LA STATE ISSUES FORUM

ILLINOIS YMCA YOUTH and GOVERNMENT
SPRINGFIELD ASSEMBLY
ORANGE

Last NameFirst Name Delegation Forum Topic Forum Group

Janine Aquino1 3Carl Sandburg High School ALA House

Peyton Bates2 8Sesser-Valier High School BLA Senate

Maddie Bulla3 1Sesser-Valier High School ALA House

Julia Canellis4 5Carl Sandburg High School BLA House

Tanner Eubanks 5 1Sesser-Valier High School ALA Senate

Kyle Fish6 3Carl Sandburg High School BLA Senate

Jeremy Galvin7 5Carl Sandburg High School ALA Senate

Dylan Harkins8 6Mt. Vernon Township BLA Senate

Therese Jaeger9 8Carl Sandburg High School BLA House

Maggie Jones10 1Carl Sandburg High School BLA Senate

Sara Kiel11 11Carterville High School ALA Senate

Logan Kirk12 2Sesser-Valier High School ALA House

Alyssa Kochanny13 11Carl Sandburg High School ALA House

Kennedy Laskowski14 1Mt. Vernon Township BLA House

Sammi Logsdon15 17Sesser-Valier High School ALA Senate

Christina Maletsky16 14Lake Park High School BLA Senate

Alexis Mendenall17 5West Frankfort ALA House

Rose Mercader18 2Carterville High School BLA Senate

Maddie Montalvo19 8Carl Sandburg High School ALA Senate

Montana Packer 20 4Sesser-Valier High School BLA House

Carlie Page21 8Sesser-Valier High School BLA Senate

Brendan Parks22 6Mt. Vernon Township ALA Senate

Anusha Ramzan23 17Lake Park High School BLA House

Jillian Richards24 1Carl Sandburg High School ALA House

Nicole Rooks25 8Carl Sandburg High School ALA Senate

Hunter Shirley26 12Mt. Vernon Township ALA House
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Last NameFirst Name Delegation Forum Topic Forum Group

Matthew Thery27 17Sesser-Valier High School BLA House

Alexandra Walsh28 8Carl Sandburg High School BLA House

Gabe White29 17Sesser-Valier High School BLA Senate

Carson Wright30 1Mt. Vernon Township ALA Senate

Victoria Zdanewicz31 1Carl Sandburg High School ALA House
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Proposal Author:  Janine Aquino 

Delegation:   Sandburg 

Proposal Topic:  Foster kids should have more rights in the adoptive 

process such as going through life skill training as well as putting in his or her 

input and making changes to his or her service plan. 

Position Statement: To inform the people of Illinois that foster kids don't have 
many rights. The state of Illinois doesn't have their own foster care bill of rights 
and this causes poor relationships from the foster parents to the foster kids. 
Setting down more rights will create a better environment for everyone in the 
adoption process. 

Proposal: 

1. Foster child along with his or her caseworker/adoptive agent go through the 
adoptive parents resumes together. This allows the foster child to look through 
and see who will be best to fill in the parenting spot in their life. 

2. After looking through resumes, the foster child will choose a set of parents to 
meet. This shows if the foster parent's resume matches their personalities in real 
life. If the foster child approves, the adoption process can begin. 

3. While staying with the foster parents, the foster child can tell his/her 
caseworker/adoptive agent that they do or don't feel comfortable at this foster 
home after the first month together. This will permit for the process to start 
again. 

4. After the foster child chooses their foster parents, they will stay with them 
until they turn the age of 18 or until court allows the child to return to his/her 
parents. 

5. When the child is 14, they will have to go through life skill training so that in 
the future they are prepared to live on their own. 

Expected Results: 

The connection between the foster parents and the foster child/children will be 
stronger. This leads to a more positive environment for the foster child to grow up 
in and to make the service plan flow easier for the parent. Having a strong connection 
allows the parent to teach the child life skills (manage personal income, cooking, etc.) 
so in the future, the child could be ready to live on his/her own. 
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Proposal Author:  Peyton Bates 

Delegation:   Sesser-Valier High School   

Proposal Topic:  What requirements to high school curriculum should be 

implemented to improve the physical and mental well-being of the student population? 

Position Statement: To show the schools of Illinois a curriculum that should be 

implemented to improve the mental and physical well-being of students. Illinois schools 

aren’t helping students maintain a good well-being mentally or physically. The schools 

should be required to have a time of rest, a healthy mid-afternoon or morning snack, and 

to provide the kids with a study hall. 

Proposal:   

1. During a school day the students should have a class period of rest. Lack of sleep can 
increase anxiety and stress. 

2. Towards the end or the beginning of the day students should be given a healthy snack. 
For instance a fruit or vegetable would be a good snack. 

3. The school should be required to give a class period during the day where the students 
can do homework. A study hall would be a great thing to have. 

 

Expected Results:  

By giving students more time to do homework, a healthy snack to put something on their 

stomach, and giving them a time of rest during the day it will increase the student’s well 

being both mentally and physically. Schools must be required to do these three so the 

students can not be rushed and stressed.  
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2017-2018 

Proposal Author:   Madlyn Bulla       

Delegation:  Sesser-Valier       

Proposal Topic:  What requirements should be enacted for those who are 
adopting domestic animals: cats and dogs?       

Position Statement:   I believe animals should be taken care of just as well as 
humans, so placing them in safe homes should be taken seriously.   

Proposal:   

1. Before an animal is adopted, the person should be eighteen or older to ensure proper 
care for the animal. If a child wanted to adopt an animal, they should have an adult 
adopt one for them to know that there is full approval of getting the animal.  

2. They should also have a background check. Not everyone should be allowed to adopt an 
animal because of their backgrounds. If someone has past offences of any type of 
abuse, they should not be allowed to adopt an animal. Abusers typically have anger 
issues which can be set of easily, so if an animal has an accident then the owner would 
be more likely to abuse it or take their anger out on it.  

3. Next, they should prove that they are financially stable enough for an animal.  If a 
person can only make enough money to provide for themselves or their family then they 
should not be allowed to adopt. Animals also require being fed and medical care that 
can become costly and the owner may not be able to pay for the attention it needs. 

4. When the animal is in the adoption process, the future owner needs to prove they have 
land and room for the animal to roam. Animals should be allowed to go outside for 
fresh air just like people instead of always being inside. 

Expected Results:  

If Illinois enacted these requirements animals would be placed in safer and more loving 
homes rather than abusive and uncapable homes.  
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State Affairs Forum Proposal  
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Proposal Author: Julia Canellis 

Delegation:  Carl Sandburg High School 

Proposal Topic: For non violent felonies, more rehabilitation needs to be put in 

place and for violent felonies punishments need to be raised. 

Proposal Statement: The felony sentencing standards in place now for nonviolent 

crimes, such as theft, property crime, and drug abuse, focus too much on punishment 

and not enough on rehabilitation and treatment. However, felony sentencing standards 

that are currently in place for violent crimes need to be raised in punishment to ensure 

that the crime does not occur again. 

 
Proposal: 

1. Punishments for violent crimes need to be more severe. There needs to be more jail 

time for serious violent offenses. 

2. Non violent narcotic related offenses need to focus more on rehabilitation to make 

sure the offender is able to function responsibly by the time they are done. This will 

reduce the amount of people in prison. 

3. Second time offenders should be subjected to appropriate incarnation time in addition 

to appropriate rehabilitation time. 

4. The money saved from the low amount of prisoners in jail can be reinvested to expand 

programs like Lawyers in the Classroom, which currently only reaches middle schoolers, 

into high school classrooms as well. This will educate teens on the consequences of 

selling and abusing drugs. 

 
Expected Results: There will be less crime in Illinois due to non violent offenders 

getting the help they need. By increasing the punishment for violent offenders it will 

deter others, meaning that others will really think twice before committing a violent 

crime. This also keeps the citizens safer by taking the violent people out of society for 

a longer time. By reducing the amount of prisoners in jail Illinois can save money 

because it can reinvest the money to other programs. This will ultimately lead to even 

more money saved because now less people will go to jail. 
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Illinois YMCA Youth and Government 
State Affairs Forum Proposal  

 
2017-2018 

Proposal Author: Tanner Eubanks 

Delegation:  Sesser-Valier 

Proposal Topic:  Requirements that should be enacted for those who are adopting 

domestic animals: cats and dogs.      

Position Statement: My position is to make adopted pet lives better, with better 

requirements for owners.  

Proposal:   

1. One of the members in the household must be employed. If they are not employed they can 
not provide for the pet. 

2. If any of the members of the household has been convicted of abuse then you can not 
adopt. 

3. One can not own more than five pets at the time of adoption. To avoid pet hoarding and to 
insure that the pet will be cared for, this would be put into effect. 

4. A person wanting to adopt cats or dogs must have 2 recommendations from non family 
members. Non family members would give recommendations if they think the adopter has 
the ability and requirements to raise and care for an animal. 
 

Expected Results:  

Dogs that are physically abused become hostile and act withdrawn from other people which 
is bad for their health. On average, around 10 million cats and dogs are abused a year. The 
goal is to drop that number significantly. With enforcing these requirements it would do so.
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Illinois YMCA Youth and Government 
State Affairs Forum Proposal  

 
2017-2018 

Proposal Author: Kyle Fish 

Delegation:  Carl Sandburg 

Proposal was not available at time of printing; copies will be available in Springfield.
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Illinois YMCA Youth and Government 
State Affairs Forum Proposal  

 
2017-2018 

Proposal Author: Jeremy Galvin 

Delegation:  Carl Sandburg 

Proposal was not available at time of printing; copies will be available in Springfield. 
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Illinois YMCA Youth and Government 
State Affairs Forum Proposal  

 
2017-2018 

Proposed Author : Dylan Harkins 

Delegation :  Mt.Vernon 

Proposal Topic : What should Illinois do to encourage small businesses to invest and 

grow?  

Proposal :  

1.  To help small businesses and continue the stimulation of economic growth, we need to 

ensure that Illinois has the correct budget capacity to invest in education, infrastructure, 

and other services. 

2. Government Involvement - The Senior Public Servants need to work with the Government 

Ministers to make small business growth a priority. 

3. We need to ensure that the government policy is broadly focused. Rather than to pick the 

places with special interest, we need to view all components of the economy. 
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Proposal Author:  Therese Jaeger 

Delegation:  Carl Sandburg 

Proposal Topic:  What requirements to high school curriculum should be 

implemented to improve the physical and mental well-being of the student 

population? 

Position Statement:  To inform the people of the benefits that calisthenics can have on 

a students overall performance in school. 

Proposal: 

High Schools in the State of Illinois should be mandated to have 2 minutes of low 
impact calisthenic exercise prior to starting any core class. 

Expected Results: 

Due to increased neurotransmitters, and oxygen flow to the brain, students would 

have better concentration. With better concentration, the teachers would be able to 

teach more effectively.  Finally the students test scores would increase due to better 
focus. 
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Proposal Author:  Maggie Jones 

Delegation:  Carl Sandburg 

Proposal Topic:  What requirements should be enacted for those who are 
adopting domestic animals: cats and dogs? 

Position Statement:  Keep the current adoption requirements of domestic animals, but add 
more requirements and more owner background checks when adopting. 

Proposal: 

Our adopting requirements of domestic animals, as of now, should be modified to look out for 

these animals. The percentage of animals in a cruel abusing home is astonishing. "Based on the 

1,423 U.S. cruelty cases, 70.1% involved are dogs, 20.9% involved are Cats, and 24.1% 

involved are other animals." Why is this okay, it's not. Based on our adopting requirements not 

only in shelters but also from breeders, it's not acceptable for animals to be treated this way 

so why do we. Now it is time for a change to take place. 

The requirements of adopting a domestic dog or cat is flawed. Founded from the Mobile SPCA 

website, the adoption application is descent in the sense of background on the adopter, but it 

can be better. A portion of the questions asked about the adopters lyfe styles, and interest for 

the dog are suitable in making sure to know that animal is going to a good home. But, what's 

to say that their whole application is a lie. What substantiates that they aren't lying and they 

actually are a genuine candidate for the adoption of the animal. This is the main problem at 

task with what needs to be altered in the adoption. At the end of the Pet adoption application 

it is stated, " "I UNDERSTAND "THAT IF I CAN NO LONGER CARE FOR THIS PET IN THE MANNER 

SET FORTH IN THIS AGREEMENT OR I MUST REHOME IT FOR ANY REASON THAT I PROMISE 

TO RETURN THE PET TO THE MOBILE SPCA. IF I BREACH THIS SIGNED CONTRACT I WILL BE 

LIABLE FOR LIQUIDATED DAMAGES IN THE AMOUNT OF $1000." Who enforces this rule, what 

is being accommodated to make sure this rule is acted upon. The rules enforced should stay 

for adopting a domestic animal. But, they should be improved upon on how they are carried 

through. To ensure the safety of the animal, there should be a 6 month check up for the next 3 

years after the animal has been adopted. Now this doesn't mean you have to come back to the 

shelter, but when you get you animal check up at the vet their can be a system sending in a vet 

note from your veterinarian to the PAWS, SPCA, or your local animal shelter you've adopted 

from. This should also be in place for people who buy from breeders so they can be in touch 

with their local animal shelter to carry out the goal of keeping all domestic animals safe. 

Expected Results: 

Improved adoption requirements and standards overall for animal safety.
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Proposal Author:  Sara Kiel 

Delegation:  Carterville 

Proposal Topic:   How public high schools should implement a fresh food farming 
approach to daily lunches. 

Position Statement: To discuss ways public high schools could include fresh food farming with 
daily nutrition and why they would benefit from this. Most school lunches are highly processed 
meals. There are many simple, cheap, and educational ways of improving the lunches. 

Proposal: 

1. High schools can buy fresh food from local farmers to use in lunches. This will help support 
the farmers, and parents and students will know exactly where their food comes from since 
it will be locally sourced. 

2. Schools could grow their own organic gardens. It will allow for the students to have hands-
on learning, and teach them how to grow their own food. Plus, students can learn more 
about plants. The school can use the food that's grown in their daily lunches. 

3. With the idea of schools growing their own food, they can also start a composting 
program. It it an efficient way of getting rid of wastes.  Students  will observe  the natural 
cycle of food and converting waste into fertilizer for the new food they grow. 

4. Local farmers could visit the classroom, or teachers could even bring the class to a local 
farm. Students can engage with the people that grow their food. The farmers can also 
explain the importance of healthy eating and the benefits. 

5. 30 million students eat school lunch daily, and 70% of these students come from low-
income households. For some students, school lunch may be the biggest meal they are 
offered all day. Schools should strive to make lunch healthier for the students that aren't 
able to eat much at home. 

6. 93% of american children are not eating enough vegetables and a third are obese. This 
number can be drastically decreased if healthier eating habits are taught and practiced at 
school. 

Expected Results: 

Students will learn where their food is coming from and how it is being made. They will 
also have a much healthier daily nutrition from their improved school lunches. These two 
outcomes will set the students up for a lifetime of healthy eating habits. If the school 
grows some of their own food, it can end up leading to money saving. Overall, this will 
lead to a more connected community, creating a bond between the schools and local 
farms. 
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Proposal Author:   Logan Kirk      

Delegation:  Sesser-Valier       

Proposal Topic:  What rights should be enacted for a foster child and foster 

parents during the adoption process?       

Position Statement:  To make sure foster kids have a safe and secure home after adoption.  

Proposal:   

1. Schools. Our schools are often a place of failure for children in foster care. 55% of 

children in foster care will drop out of school at some point. teachers, foster parents, and 

caseworkers need to come together and help.  

2. The child needs to fit what the parents are looking for in a child 

3. The birth parent will go to rehab or parenting classes and once they have completed 

them, a foster care organization will determine if reunification of the birth parent with the 

child is possible. If not, then the child will be moved into a foster home. 

Expected Results: In 2015, there were over 670,000 kids in foster homes. The goal is to 

make sure all of those kids have safe and secure homes. With these requirements it would 

be easier 
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Proposal Author:  Alyssa Kochanny  

Delegation:   Sandburg High School 

Proposal Topic:  Fresh Food Farming and Daily Lunches (11) 

Position Statement: To promote responsible eating habits and ensure that the students of 

Illinois are well nourished, the Illinois legislature must encourage local farmers and reform 

school nutrition policy for a healthier Illinois. 

 
Proposal: 

1. Local produce and dairy farmers will receive tax incentives including property tax and 

assessment caps. 

2. Create state mandated food nutrition standards that include minimum benchmarks for 

certain key vitamins and nutrients. Schools that do not comply will face fines. 

3. Increase school curriculum that teaches the importance of healthy living and eating to 

students. 

 
Expected Results: 

With tax incentive, the local farming market will increase, along with the supply of healthy 
foods for distribution to schools. Nutrition benchmarks will encourage schools to quickly 
incorporate the new standards into their food preparation. Expanded health ·curriculum will 
teach students the importance of healthy eating, and coupled with healthier options at 
school, Illinois' youth will be healthier than ever. 
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Proposal Author:   Kennedy Laskowski       

Delegation:  Mt. Vernon       

Proposal Topic:  What requirements should be enacted for those adopting 

domestic animals: cats and dogs?       

Position Statement:    The goal for this requirement is to stop placing animals in 

situations of being abused.   

Proposal:   

1. I propose legislation mandating course for people adopting animals.  

2. I also propose mandatory background checks to eliminate those who have been 
convicted of abuse towards animals or people. I included convictions of people since 
studies show a number of individuals who abuse animals also abuse people.  

3. In addition, animal hoarders should be prevented from adopting more animals. Statistics 
address that pets in homes of animal hoarders do not normally receive the care needed 
for happy, healthy lives. All pets deserve loving homes, which often lead to happy, 
healthy lives. 

Expected Results:  

If people are required to take a class, they would have a better understanding for what 

their specific animals need. This would be especially helpful for first-time owners. 

Background checks would decrease the number of people adopting with abuse-related 

convictions. Animals would receive the care needed to foster happy, healthy lives. Animal 

cruelty would be drastically decreased.  
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Proposal Author:   Samantha Logsdon      

Delegation:  Sesser-Valier      

Proposal Topic:  Reducing gun violence in Illinois      

Position Statement:  To have stricter restrictions regarding guns and how to carry them within 

the state 

Proposal:   

1. A registration for handguns, rifles and shotguns should be required to anyone who 
wants to own a firearm. Anyone who refuses should not be given the right to carry any 
firearms.   

2. A permit to carry rifles and handguns should be in action, even if the person keeps the 
gun on their property.  

3. There should be an evaluation for people who want to purchase guns who have 
committed federal crimes in the past.  

4. Closing “the gun show loophole” which makes it easy for citizens of Illinois to travel to 
close states for gun shows, where background checks are not required.  

 

Expected Results: 

That gun violence will decrease immensely and that the crimes rates in Illinois having the 
involvement of firearms will decrease. 
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Proposal Author:   Christina Maletsky   

Delegation:  Lake Park High School      

Proposal Topic:  Increasing technology in Illinois schools to  improve education. 

Position Statement:  There should be more technology available to  K-12 students.  

Proposal:   
1. One way to increase the technology in schools would be to install interactive 

whiteboards in classrooms. Studies have shown that they  increase participation in 
class and help students visualize topics better.  Ideally, 75% of schools in Illinois would 
have these whiteboards by 2033 (15 years from 2018).  

2. Technology in the classroom would also increase with more internet access and more 
computers in schools. By 2028, 75% of schools would have wi-fi available throughout 
the entire school and by 2033, 75% of schools would have either a computer lab or a 
1:1 program for electronic devices.  

3. Flipped classrooms, which are a relatively new approach to teaching. In a flipped 
classroom, the student watches pre-recorded videos to learn what the lesson is about 
at home, and complete work that would typically be assigned as homework at school.  

4. More funding towards technology for education is needed in Illinois. This would be 
possible if Illinois had less school districts and could therefore spend more money on 
each district. As of right now, Illinois has 859 school districts, ⅓ of which have fewer 
than 600 students and 44% of which have only 1 or 2 schools. A solution to this would 
be to merge more of the school districts. 

5. More equal spending on school districts would also help the current situation in Illinois. 
Schools in the poorer districts of Illinois are the ones that need the most help and are 
lacking the most technology. In order for more classrooms to be able to afford 
electronics, or some type of technology, the state should grant more money to the 
struggling districts.  

Expected Results:  
Implementing the use of more technology will have a significant effect on education. 
Students will be able to get their work done more efficiently (by using things like Google 
Docs and Google Classroom) and will be more engaged in the lesson if technology is 
involved. Studies have also found that students’ test scores improve when technology is 
used in the classroom. Also, students are able to learn at a more individualized level and 
increases their motivation. Overall, there are major positive changes in education when 
computers, iPads, laptops, or other forms of technology are used.  
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Proposal Author:  Alexis Mendenall     

Delegation: Frankfort Community High School      

Proposal Topic: Strengthening felony sentencing standards      

Position Statement:  Harsher punishment such as the death penalty for extreme crimes such as 

Class X felonies. 

Proposal:   

1. In Illinois the total population is 12.8 million people. Out of that 12.8 million people 
49,000 are in prison. If we used the death penalty there would be far less people in 
prison  

2. If Illinois brought the death penalty back for the most severe Class X felonies crime 
would decrease. (Class X felonies include murder, armed robbery, home invasion, 
aggravated kidnapping, and rape.)  

3. The death penalty should only be used for the most serious crimes such as murder, 
aggravated kidnapping and rape. 

4. The death penalty is a crime deterrent. If someone thinks they will get caught and 
executed they are less likely to commit the crime. 

5. Overpopulation in prisons is a problem. The reinstatement of the death penalty will 
result in less prison overpopulation. 

6. The death penalty is closure for the victims family.   

7. DNA testing and other methods of crime scene science can now effectively eliminate 
almost all doubt concerning a person's guilt or innocence. 

Expected Results:  

Enforcing harsher punishments in Illinois will result in less crime, less people being in 
prison, and an all around better world in which to live. If people think they will be caught 
committing a crime and death is a possible consequence, those people are less likely to 
commit a crime. If Illinois shows you cannot get away with harsh crimes without harsh 
punishment there would be a difference in the amount of crimes committed. 
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Proposal Author:  Rose Mercader 

Delegation:  Carterville 

Proposal Topic:  Insuring adopted children have a better life with their 
adopted parents. 

Position Statement:  To insure adopted children, of any age, will have a safe home. 
Allowing them to have a safe environment in which to grow up in. Also, to discuss how 
the adoption center can help the adoptive parents with the child that they are 
adopting. 

Proposal: 

1) 68% of children are abused by a family member. Approximately 5 children die each 
day because of it. For the child's safety, the potential adoptive should provide 
background checks to show to the adoption center. This will allow the adoption 
center to see if the child is going to a home where the parents have abused 
someone before. 

2) Prices range from $8,000-$40,000 with the average of $10,000-$15,000 to adopt 
a child at an agency. For those who cannot afford it, they can be given a discount 
depending on how much they earn for their job. 

3) Children who wish to know where their parents live, to know who their parents are, 
or want to see their birth parents should be able to have access to their original 
birth certificate before the age of 20. 

4) If a child experienced traumatic events when being abused by a parent, the family 
that adopts him/her should be given free therapy sessions to help the child. 

Expected Results: 

All kids should be able to live in a home that is safe for them. Also, a place where they 
can be loved and cared for. These rights will allow a child to be able to live a better life 
with his/her adopted family, unlike in his/her previous family. 
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Proposal Author: Maddie Montalvo 

Delegation:  Carl Sandburg 

Proposal was not available at time of printing; copies will be available in Springfield
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Proposal Author:   Montana Packer       

Delegation:  Sesser-Valier      

Proposal Topic:  Providing regulations for domestic abuse in subsidized housing  

Position Statement:   To inform residents of Illinois of the regulations that should be 

made to domestic abuse in subsidized housing. Illinois is not providing adequate laws to 

support the victims of domestic violence within their household. The state should support 

the family’s trying to escape the abuser.  

Proposal:   

1. In cases of domestic abuse, the abuser should be kicked out instead of the whole family. 
Boys who witness domestic violence are 2 times as likely to abuse their future partner, 
so their abused parent should feel safe to leave the abuser to protect their children (if 
they have children). If the victim or victims decides to stay with the abuser then they  will 
be evicted also. 

2. More thorough background checks should be done to see if anyone in the family has a 
history of domestic violence. If so, landlords would  be able to reject any potential 
renters with an excessive domestic violence past. 

3. Landlords should not be able to discriminate against past victims of abuse. This would 
encourage victims to be able to stay away from their abusers if they a secure place to 
live. 

4. A “one-strike rule” should be put in effect. If abusers are guilty of a domestic violence, 
they should be evicted immediately.  

Expected Results: 

By being stricter on domestic abusers, subsidized housing would have a lower crime rate. 

With improved laws concerning this subject, victims would have the freedom to stay in the 

housing and get away from their abuser.  
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Proposal Author:   Carlie Page       

Delegation:  Sesser-Valier       

Proposal Topic:  What requirements to high school curriculum should be 

implemented to improve the physical and mental well-being of the student population? 

Position Statement:  To shift resources in schools so they can help the students with stress and 

help the develop better physical health patterns. Also to help teachers recognize mental 

problems in students and learn how to help them with it. 

Proposal:   

1. During third period in schools, students should be given a time when they can study or 
talk to a counselor about the problems they are having. In 2014 23% of teens were 
recorded struggling with depression. 

2. Teachers should be encouraged to have an equal amount of lectures and hands-on 
activities. All students learn in different ways. Some by audio, visual, and hands-on 
activities. 52% of Americans learn by hands-on activities, 28% learn by visual activities, 
and 16% learn by listening to a lecture. 

3. Physical education classes should have five to ten minutes of yoga at least three times 
a week.  

4. On teacher in service days, teachers should be trained to notice when students are 
having mental health issues and how to help them. Schools could shift some of their 
resources to training in this area. 

Expected Results:  

Students will graduate high school with better physical health and a better understanding 
of how to deal with their problems. Students will be able to find people they trust and can 
go to with all problems and will develop good exercise habits. 
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Proposal Author: Brendan Parks 

Delegation: Mt.Vernon 

Proposal Topic: Encouraging small businesses to invest and grow in Illinois      

Position Statement: I as an informed resident in the state of Illinois, believe that small 
businesses have always been the backbone of the United States’ Economy, and believe that 
we must take strides in policy to support small businesses. 

Proposal:   

1. Cut the property taxes for everyone. Illinois has the second highest property tax in the 
United States, which makes it very undesirable to invest in Illinois, when you could go 
almost anywhere else in the United States and pay less in property taxes. Also not only 
should small businesses receive property tax cuts, but the people that live in Illinois 
also should receive property tax cuts, because when the people have more money they 
are more likely to buy goods and services from businesses.  

2. Illinois can encourage small businesses to grow by cutting regulations. First, because 
regulations increase the costs of businesses in Illinois. Second, the State of Illinois has 
twice as many regulations as Missouri, Virginia and Kentucky yet our workers and 
businesses are not twice as safe or have anything better off so they are useless hoops 
that just raise costs of small businesses. 

3. Illinois can also offer tax deductions, grants, and loans to those investing their small 
business in our state 

4. Illinois taxpayers are going to give 36 Million Dollars to private school scholarship. 
Which begs the question if it is a private school why are we helping fund it. Stopping 
the funding for this would reduce the deficit created by lower taxes. 

Expected Results:  

The expected result of these proposals is an increase in businesses building, investing, and 
growing in Illinois. Illinois is in a fantastic geographical location to open a business in the 
center of the United States, but not a great economic location. I also hope this would 
reverse Illinois massive population loss. Increased business would cause people to move 
back to the state, which is important because Illinois from 1995-2007 lost a net income of 
1.8 Billion in taxpayer funding every year. Illinois is losing 1 resident every 4.6 minutes as 
of a study conducted from 2011-2016. The amount of people Illinois lost in 2016 was the 
equivalent of the whole city of Peoria, the 7th Largest city in Illinois, leaving the state. 
Illinois is the only state in our region for the 3rd year in a row that is shrinking. This is a 
serious problem for small businesses who need people to live here to support their 
business. I believe that these proposals will help to make Illinois an amazing economic 
location to invest and grow. 
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Proposal Author:   Anusha Ramzan  

Delegation:  Lake Park High School 

Proposal Topic:  What should Illinois do to reduce the gun violence in our 
state?     

Position Statement:   We need to create a strict process on owning any type of 
firearms/guns in Illinois.   

Proposal:   

I believe that if we create a strict process to getting a hold of guns in Illinois our rate of 
violence will decrease tremendously.  

1. I propose that every person wanting to own a gun in Illinois should have to go through a 
series of background checks to insure that they do not have any previous criminal record, 
mental health issues, etc. A previous criminal record should be checked because that could 
mean that the person attempting to obtain the gun is potentially dangerous. And a mental 
health check is just measuring if the person is capable to handle such a big responsibility 
because we have seen that gunmen responsible for mass shootings such as the Las Vegas 
shooting did have mental illnesses at the time they committed such mass acts of terror.  

2. A permit should be required for any type of firearm. Having a permit for all firearms would 
help the state government keep track of how many firearms a person has and it could 
possibly make it easy for authourities in their line of work.  

Expected Results:  
With this process we will be able to see a dramatic decline in the amount of violence in the 
entire state but especially in a major city like Chicago. Not only should we see a decrease in 
gun violence on the streets but we would also see it in school violence, domestic cases, and 
suicidal cases as well. Lastly this could prevent any god forbid mass shootings that would be 
caused by guns in the hands of the wrong people. I also see the permits helping the 
authorites keep tabs on people, this could even possibly help them in investigations. 
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Proposal Author: Jillian Richards 

Delegation: Carl Sandburg 

Proposal Topic: Those who are adopting domestic animals: cats and dogs, should be required to 
pass a home check by the facility that the animal is being adopted from. 

Position Statement: To inform people that there should be a required house check for those who 
are adopting domestic animals: cats and dogs. Having a required house check would ensure the 
future safety and well-being of the animal. Without performing a house check it is uncertain to 
know if the conditions that the animal is being adopted into are adequate. 

Proposal: 

1. Upon inspection, the indoor area of the animal's perspective home, where the animal would 
be kept, should be kept in a manner that guarantees the animal's safety. Currently, there 
are no requirements that ensure the safety of the home the animal will be placed in upon 
adoption. In order to pass the homecheck, there should be little to  no risk for the 
possibility  of the animal to be in a dangerous situation indoors; i.e. there should not be 
small objects, chemicals, etc., that are in the animal's reach that could possibly  be 
ingested, areas in which the animal can get stuck, etc. 

2. If the adopter has an outdoor area that the animal will  spend  time in, that also should be 
inspected for the safety of the animal. There should be a fence of at least four feet tall, if 
the animal(s)  will  spend time outdoors, and/or other means in which the animal will not 
be able to escape the area. If the adopter fails to have a fence of at least four feet, the 
animal should be required to be on a leash at all times when outdoors. 

3. During the homecheck, the animal that is being adopted should meet the person(s) that 
will be caring for the animal. This would ensure  that  the animal gets along with and is a 
good fit for those who will be caring for the animal. Also, if there are any other domestic 
animals: cats and dogs, currently in the household, the animal that is being adopted should 
meet them during the homecheck to confirm that they are compatible with each other, meaning 
that they can live in the same environment safely. 

4. The home  checks  should  be  done by someone  at  the  facility that the animal is being adopted 
from who is  knowledgeable  about  the  needs and safety  of the animal. This person will be 
provided a checklist of things that should and should not be found during the homecheck; i.e. as 
previously stated,  there should not be small objects, chemicals,  etc., that  are  in  the  animal's  
reach that could possibly be ingested,  areas  in  which the  animal can get stuck, etc., in the indoor 
area, and there should be a fence of at least four feet in  the  outdoor area unless the adopter is 
going to keep the animal on a leash at all times in the outdoor space. If the home is safe, and  
passes the homecheck,  then the adopter will be able to adopt the animal. 

Expected Results: 

More domestic animals: cats and dogs, will be adopted into safe, long-term homes. This in turn will 
lead to better lives for the animals that are adopted. By adopting the animals out to homes that have 
passed the home check, less animals will returned to the adopting facilities, causing less animals to be 
in these adopting facilities at a time. Therefore, by requiring those who are adopting domestic 
animals: cats and dogs, to pass (a homecheck, more animals will be adopted out and they will live 
safer, better lives. 
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Proposal Author:  Nicole Rooks 

Delegation:   Sandburg 

Proposal Topic: What requirements to high school curriculum should be implemented to 
improve the physical and mental well-being of the student population? 

Position Statement: Keep the current physical well being system but change the mental well-
being of the student population 

Proposal: 

1. Mental- One consideration on improving the mental well being of high school student is a  
on one student counselor program-  Once a month "check in" with their counselors. During 
an advisory or homeroom period, a student will go to their counselor to check in how they 
are doing in and outside of school. The counselor will be given questions to ask the student 
such as, “How have you been?” or “what is causing you the most stress in your life right 
now?” This program would start at the beginning of a student’s freshman year. This allows 
trust and a bond to form between the student and his or her counselor. The counselor and 
the student together would come up with personal ways that are suitable for the students 
to cope with stress. It is also important that the student is aware that it is ok to be 
stressed or feel anxiety for no specific reason. The conversations would have to be 
confidential between the student and counselor. This as well would build the trust and 
friendship of the student and counselor. If a student were to show signs of clinical 
depression, extreme anxiety or self harm, the student would get a choice whether or not 
they would like to talk to parents or see a doctor, unless the situation is extremely severe. 
Each counselor would get a list of signs that would fall into the ··severe" category to 
determine whether or not they should take action outside of the one on one conversation. 
Over the summers, the counselors would be trained by real psychologist funded by the 
school district. Other  than  helping students maintain mental health, it also does not take 
away class time 

2. Physical Proposal- One the other side, physical well being is promoted  very  well in high 
school. For example, students in Illinois are required to take an 18 week health class in 
their secondary (sophomore) year of highschool. Physical education class requires kids to do 
physical activity which helps students get exercise in their school day. 

3. More benefits of the current physical well being system are improved physical fitness, 
development of motor skills, teaches self discipline and leads to development of student 
responsibility for health and fitness. There are also alternatives to regular physical 
education class after freshman year. Some options in schools include strength and 
conditioning, dance class, lifeguarding and challenge education classes. 

Expected Results: 

Improved mental health of students
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Proposal Author: Hunter Shirley 

Delegation: Mt. Vernon 

Proposal Topic: Improving Transportation, Roads, railways, public 
transportation ways in Illinois. 

Position Statement: Most parts of Illinois does not have decent roads. The 
workers do not maintain the roads as most states do (mow the median on interstates, Mow 
sides of Highways). The State Government is not providing Townships, Counties, and even 
IDOT ( Illinois Department of Transportation) with the funds to do this. Citizens are paying 
high taxes and driving on horrible roads. When you cross state lines, their roads are clean 
and are mowed. Why can’t Illinois be that way? 

Proposal:  1) Tax companies that manufacture in Illinois that ship goods out of the state. If 
a manufacturer lives and is a citizen of Illinois, he/she will be taxed if they sell their 
product to anyone out of Illinois. 

2) Tax people who fly into Illinois and stay here for a week or more. 

3) Build Toll booths at each interstate and tax each driver for driving on the state roads. 
Ex. Florida charges 4.00 for a vehicle and 6.00 for a simi. If you had 1,000 people go 
through in a car you would get $4,000 per toll booth in one day. 

4) Put a tax on lottery tickets. When a person buys a $5.00 lottery ticket, they get taxed 
another $1.50 added onto their bill in every store. 

5) Build less new buildings in urban areas and re-use buildings for new things. The money 
we use to build new things is outrageous. So if a business goes out of business, instead of 
building more buildings, and wasting money, reuse buildings. 

Expected Results: 

I think the toll booths would be a better way to get money for our Transportation.
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Proposal Author:   Matthew Thery       

Delegation:  Sesser-Valier        

Proposal Topic:  Gun Violence in Illinois        

Position Statement:   Gun violence is encouraged by gun free zones   because it 
disables the law abiding citizen from protecting themselves due to the fact that criminals 
do not abide by the laws set in place to begin with. “Since at least 1950, all but two public 
mass shootings in America have taken place where general citizens are banned from 
carrying guns. In Europe, there have been no exceptions. Every mass public shooting — and 
there have been plenty of mass shooting in Europe — has occurred in a gun-free zone. In 
addition, they have had three of the six worst K–12 school shootings.” 

Proposal:   

1. Gun free zones be reduced in certain areas to enable a citizen to lawfully protect 
themselves.  

2. Require that schools have a number of trained staff members to be armed in case of an 
attack.  

3. Promote lawful concealed and open carry in the state of Illinois.  

4. Require mental health checkups to ensure anybody unstable can receive the help they 
need.  

5. Promote and teach gun safety to young students in school so they learn to respect 
firearms without being fearful of them. (Between 2005 and 2010, almost 3,800 people 
died from unintentional shootings in the U.S. Over 1,300 of the victims were under 25 
meaning young people are unfamiliar with firearms and do not know how to operate 
them safely. This is why firearm safety should be taught in school.)  

Expected Results:  
Expected results are a decline of gun violence due to armed citizens that discourages an 
attacker from harming people as well as a new generation of people that are familiar with a 
firearm and how it functions. “Mass killers have even explicitly talked about their desire to 
attack gun-free zones. The Charleston, S.C., church shooting in June was instead almost a 
college shooting. But that killer changed his plans after realizing that the College of 
Charleston had armed guards.” 
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Proposal Author:  Alexandra Walsh 

Delegation:  Carl Sandburg High School 

Proposal Topic:  Protecting and improving the physical and mental well being 
of the student population. 

Position Statement:  To implement new laws that help growing teenagers develop 
correctly, as well as improve their physical and mental well being. As of right 
now certain aspects of our school system cause great stress on students 
mentally and physically. 

Proposal: 
1. Begin class later, students need all the sleep they can get during their teenage years, 

because not only are their bodies still growing but their brain is still developing as 
well. Without sufficient sleep teenagers are left moody and do not perform as well with 
school tasks. If we implemented a new system in which school will start at a later time 
(9:30) then students will have more time to get the sleep they so desperately need, 
thus they will perform better during school making those hours a more productive time. 

2. Take out unnecessary classes that waste time in order to have more free time which 
will be used for getting homework and studies done as well as spending time with 
family, and participating in physical activities. These classes include lunch/study hall, 
advisory and P.E. If we get rid of these classes our day will end around 12:15, just in 
time to get home for lunch, or you can stay after to receive help from teachers if you 
need it. 

3. Reduce homework, but not completely eliminate it, just get rid of busy work and set 
aside time at the end of each class where students have time to work on their 
homework and ask questions if needed. 

4. Restructuring the curriculums and taking in consideration the things students need to 
know the most. It is good to have background knowledge and a basic understanding of 
all subjects but the curriculums are going too in depth into things that the students 
will likely never use in their job. 

Expected results: Students will have more time to participate in activities such as 
sports and clubs, while also getting free time to relax and receive the correct amount 
of sleep their growing bodies need. Overall students behavior and mental health would 
become more positive with lower stress levels if we make these changes within our 
school system. 
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Proposal Author:   Gabe White       

Delegation:  Sesser-Valier      

Proposal Topic:  What should be done to reduce gun violence in Illinois 

Position Statement:     To inform the people of Illinois that gun control should be 

stricter. Stricter gun laws will make life safer and help keep guns out of the hands of people 

who will misuse them. 

Proposal:   

1. Illinois background checks should be stricter in such a way that if a person is trying to 

buy a gun and they have a prior conviction of a crime they should be investigated more 

thoroughly before being allowed to make the purchase. 

2. A person who is caught with an illegal firearm they should not be allowed to own a gun 

anytime after they are caught. 

3. A person who has illegally concealed a firearm, it should be harder for them to buy and 

own a gun in the future. 

4. A person who has a firearm in a school illegally should be given 10 years of jail time. 

Expected Results:  
Illinois gun violence would go down and the use of illegal firearms would also go down. This 

would also lead to more safer cities and towns. This would also lead to a decrease in 

criminal activity in Illinois and make Illinois a better and safer place. Other countries that 

have strict gun control laws experience a significantly reduced gun homicide percentage. 

One example is Canada, the USA has 6 times more fun homicide rates than Canada. The 

stricter laws do help and should be considered for Illinois. 
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Proposal Author:   Carson Wright       

Delegation:  Mt. Vernon       

Proposal Topic:  What requirements should be enacted for those who are 

adopting domestic animals; cats and dogs? 

Position Statement:   The people of Illinois should have stricter requirements on 

adopting domestic animals.  The animals need care and Illinois is not forcing enough 

requirements to make sure owners are providing care.  Illinois can easily fix this problem if 

they work at it. 

Proposal:   

1. You need to be able to prove that you have a stable income to provide for the animal. 

2. You need to have a home and the home needs to be inspected before having your 
animal so we know your house is a capable living environment for the animal.   

3. You can’t have any major felonies or violence charges against you to make sure the 
animals will be safe. 

4. You should get check ups from 3-6 months to see how the animal is doing, and to see 
if the animal is getting the care it needs. 

5. You have to vaccinate your animal properly and keep records of it to prove they have 
been vaccinated. 

Expected Results:  

Animals will be treated with better care and hopefully have a fun, long life.  People will also 
enjoy their animals more if they are treated with proper care.  If animals have these 
requirements,  it will be an honor to have an animal because you had to work for them 
through these requirements.  
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Proposal Author:  Victoria Zdanewicz 

Delegation:  Carl Sandburg 

Proposal Topic:  Requirements should be set in place for those who are going to 
adopt domestic animals 

Position Statement: To inform the people of Illinois that set requirements 
should be put into place for those who are looking to adopt a domestic animal(s). Illinois 
could be doing more about imposing certain guidelines for the people who want to adopt 
animals. They need to make sure those people have an appropriate environment, and 
enough money to not only support themselves, but the animal(s) as well. 

Proposal: 

1. Illinois should change the 'recommendations' currently put in place, and instead make 
them requirements, to ensure the safety of the animal that is being adopted. For 
example, the official SPCA (Society for the Prevention of Cruelty to Animals) website 
states: "The officially adopted Statement  of Policy of the SPCA movement is to 
"discourage the keeping of domestic animals by those who do not have the facilities, 
time, financial means or level of interest necessary to ensure a satisfactory standard of 
care and husbandry for their pets". Because they are simply "discouraging", and it is not 
an actual law, or requirement, people will and have disregarded this recommendation. 

2. Make the rules more strict. If the rules were to be made more firm, there would be more 
of a chance of people obeying them. For example, before somebody is allowed to adopt 
an animal they need to pass a series of tests. If they fail to meet those needs, the 
adoption will fall through. Some tests the adoption center could do include conducting 
interviews, having mandatory forms filled out with personal information, do house 
checks, and inspect their criminal record. 

3. Implement background checks on the future adopter. Make sure the person who wants 
to adopt has enough money, does not have a past of abuse, and has the correct 
environment to support an animal, etc. 

Expected Results: 

1. Putting in these changes will reduce animal abuse, because more responsible and 
sensible people would be adopting the animals. Less animals  would also be homeless, 
because with the correct  background  checks, their  owners would have enough money 
to pay for themselves and their pet. 

2. There would be less animal abuse, less animal criminal activity, and better animal 
treatment overall. More pets would be adopted in the correct way, and lead a better life 
than if they were in the shelter. There would also not be as many animals on the 
streets, which would decrease the stray animal population. 
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STATE OF ILLINOIS 
Sixty-Ninth Session 

Illinois Youth Legislature 

Introduced by:  Referred to Committee: 

Senate Sponsor:       

House Sponsor:                                             Orange  Special Committee 

At the Request of: Simran Bhagat 

Delegation: Lake Park       

 

A BILL 

For an Act Amending Chapter 765 Section 30, of the Illinois Homeowners’ Energy Policy 

Statement Act, relating to the installation of solar panels on buildings and homes in the state 

of Illinois. 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE YMCA YOUTH LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ILLINOIS. 

Section I. All roofs in new single family home construction installed after June 1, 2018, will 1 

have to require installation of solar panels, along with replacement roofs after said date. This 2 

act will encourage a widespread use of a “green” energy source that will conserve natural 3 

resources used for energy and promote a common interest in communities to protect the Earth.  4 

Section II. Any individual or home developer who violates this act shall be liable for a $500 5 

annual fee. If it is the liability of the installation company, they will be responsible for a $750 6 

annual fee per each individual violation. The purpose of this bill is to increase the widespread 7 

use of solar energy, as it has proven to be a cleaner alternative to fossil fuels for energy, as it 8 

can be seen that Earth’s fossil fuels are becoming more limited. 9 

Section III. When the approval of installation is deemed necessary, an application will be made 10 

to the appropriate entity, which will thereby be processed for approval within 90 days of the 11 

application. However, if an entity adopts an energy policy statement before the submission of 12 

the application, then the 90 days will not begin until the policy begins. 13 

Section IV. This Bill shall go into effect on June 1, 2018 upon the signature of the Youth 14 

Governor of the State of Illinois. 15 
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Introduced by:   Referred to Committee:  

Senate Sponsor:    Orange Special Committee 

House Sponsor:  

At the Request of: Pranav Gunniya, Rahul Aggarwal, Adil Khadri, Josh Samuels 

Delegation: Waubonsie Valley High School 

 

A BILL 

For an Act ?, of the Illinois Compiled Statues, relating to funding of stadiums. 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE YMCA YOUTH LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ILLINOIS. 

Section I. This bill aims to cut all public funding going towards stadiums. 1 

Section II. No taxpayer money shall be used in order to fund (construct / repair) stadiums, on 2 

the State and Local level. Money coming from the public, in the form of taxes, bonds, or local 3 

government debt will not be allowed to fund stadiums.  4 

Section III. No additional taxes, bonds or local government debt shall be created in the pursuit 5 

of constructing stadiums. The only funding coming from stadiums shall be private funding 6 

provided from banks, major sports leagues, and the owners of the stadium, as well as any other 7 

source of private funding. 8 

Section IV. The residents of a township will have the option to publicly fund stadiums, however, 9 

the amount funded by the public and the rate at which it paid off will be decided on by the 10 

citizens of the township through general debate. Also, those not wishing to fund the stadium 11 

can exit the program at any time. The funding will come from increasing the sin taxes by 1%. 12 

Section V. This Bill shall go into effect on March 1st, 2019 upon the signature of the Youth 13 

Governor of the State of Illinois. 14 
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A GUIDE TO THE 2017-2018 JUDICIAL PROGRAM 
 
Youth attorneys have been working on two different criminal cases, People of the State of Illinois 
vs. Archer, and People of the State of Illinois vs. Fletcher. Both defendants were convicted, and 
both have appealed their convictions. Specific details of those appeals follow.  The cases will be 
argued on Saturday in courtrooms at different locations.  Please refer to the schedule for where the 
court sessions will take place. 

Appeals are very different from trials.  Trials determine guilt or innocence based on the facts of a 
particular case.  For instance, John Wayne Gacy was convicted because it was determined that he 
did in fact murder over thirty individuals.  Normally, the appeal does not involve a re-hashing of 
those events.  Instead the appeal typically is concerned with whether something occurred before or 
during the trial that prevented the defendant from receiving a fair trial. 

People of the State of Illinois v. Chris Archer 

After a jury trial, the Defendant was found guilty and sentenced to 20 years imprisonment.  
The Defendant immediately filed an appeal based on the following two issues. 

ISSUE ONE 
During closing arguments, the prosecutor made a number of statements to which the 
Defense objected and the Judge sustained.  In each case the Judge simply stated: 

“Objection is sustained.”  The comments by the prosecution to which the Defense 
objected and were sustained in this fashion were as follows: 
“With the history of Phi Gamma, it was only a matter of time before one of its 
presidents got caught.” 
“As you can tell from the evidence you heard today, hazing on college campuses is a dire 
issue, it is time to send strong message that it needs to stop!” 
“Most people accused of crimes are convicted.  That is because most, if not all, of them 
are guilty.” 
“This court would not intentionally waste your time trying an innocent man.” 

The instructions given to the jury after closing arguments and before the start of their 
deliberations included instructions to disregard any comments, evidence, and information 
that had been objected to and sustained. 
ISSUE TWO 
When the responding officer arrived on the scene on Saturday, November 12, 2016, he 
took statements from the witnesses, and arrested Chris Archer.  Because witnesses stated 
that there had been drinking, the officer administered two field-sobriety tests.  Mr. Archer 
failed walking in a straight line, but was able to balance on one foot.   As the officer was 
putting the hand-cuffs on Mr. Archer and placing him in the police car, he also informed 
Mr. Archer of his Miranda rights.  Mr. Archer’s first response was, “What?! Wait, I’m being 
arrested?!” and he almost fell as he tried to twist around to see the cuffs on behind his 
back.  However, when the officer asked him if he understood his rights, he responded, 
“umm, yeah,” and sat quietly in the car looking down.  On the way to the station, the 
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officer asked, “So, what really happened?”  Mr. Archer responded, “I just wanted to make 
sure she didn’t get into Gamma, I didn’t want her to die.”  When they got to the police 
station, a blood alcohol concentration (BAC) test was administered, and Mr. Archer’s BAC 
was 0.05%.  The defense moved to exclude Mr. Archer’s statement from the trial, but the 
motion was denied and the statement was allowed into evidence. 

Post Trial Proceedings 
Prior to sentencing, Defendant submitted post-trial motions to the court stating that the 
conviction of the Defendant should be overturned 1) due to improper remarks made by the 
prosecution during closing arguments, and 2) due to the improper admission of the 
inculpatory statements of the Defendant in the police car.  The court denied the motions.  
Defendant filed a timely appeal, arguing that his right to a fair trial had been violated by 
these two issues. 
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People of the State of Illinois v. Frank Fletcher 

After a jury trial, the Defendant was found guilty and sentenced to life imprisonment.  The 
Defendant filed an appeal based on the following two issues. 

ISSUE ONE 
The photo identification and live line-up were as described by Beatrice Green in her March 
23, 2017 testimony.  At the live line-up on March 20, 2017, there were five men.  Frank 
Fletcher and one other were Caucasian, one was Hispanic, and two were light skinned 
African American.  Three of the men had facial hair, but Frank Fletcher and the Hispanic did 
not.  The second Caucasian man had ½ inch ear expanders.  The suspects heights were 
5’6”, 5’6”, 5’11”, 6’0”, and Frank Fletcher who is 5’8”.            

Prior to Trial, the Defendant filed a motion to suppress the line-up identifications by 
Beatrice Green, citing 725 ILCS 5/107A-5 and asserting that the line-ups were 
unnecessarily suggestive.  Judge Wilde denied the motion, and Beatrice Greene testified at 
trial in a manner consistent with her June 14, 2017 testimony at the Preliminary Hearing.  
 
ISSUE TWO 
Two weeks after the trial in this case was set, Defendant filed a motion under 725 ILCS 
5/114-5 requesting that another judge be substituted for Judge Wilde.  The motion was 
denied as being untimely under Section 5/114-5(a).  The following week the defendant filed 
a motion for cause stating prejudice citing Section 5/114-5(d) and attaching an affidavit.  
In the affidavit Defendant stated that Judge M. Wilde should not preside over the trial as 
he would be unduly prejudiced against the defendant. 

In the affidavit Defendant listed reasons for the alleged prejudice, stating that: 

 In his role as an activist involved in Black Lives Matter protests, Frank 
Fletcher had been a witness in two legal actions that had come before Judge 
Wilde in the past.  Each action was about assault charges filed as a result of 
fights at protests Fletcher attended, and that Fletcher witnessed.  Although 
in none of these actions had Fletcher been an individually named party, he 
did appear in court for each one and provided testimony before Judge Wilde, 
including Mr. Fletcher stating that he was present at protest in each 
instance.   

 During the pre-trial conference, the judge told Frank Fletcher, “Mr. Fletcher, I 
hope you understand that killing a police officer is a very serious offense, 
and the sentence will not be lenient if you are convicted.” 

 In a speech Judge Wilde made before a Blue Lives Matter group in 2016, he 
stated that “Violence against police officers is ruining this country.  We all 
suffer; we are all diminished by the perpetrators of these crimes." 
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Defendant contended that these factors would unduly prejudice the judge against the 
defendant and deny him a fair trial. 

A hearing was held before Judge Gilbert.  At the hearing Judge Wilde stated that he “deals 
with people from all walks of life, with all sorts of different beliefs and political stances.”   
He went on to say, “I have not had any involvement with Mr. Fletcher that would affect my 
ability to deal with this case fairly.”  Judge Gilbert denied the Motion for Substitution of 
the Judge. 

Post Trial Proceedings 
Prior to sentencing, Defendant submitted post-trial motions to the court stating that the 
conviction of the Defendant should be overturned 1) due to improper admission of the line-
up identification, and 2) due to improper denial of the motion to substitute judges in view 
of the judge’s bias against the Defendant.  The court denied the motions.  Defendant filed a 
timely appeal, arguing that his right to a fair trial had been violated by these two issues.
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COURT ROOM I  -  SUPREME COURT BUILDING 

SUPREME COURT CHAMBERS 
SECOND FLOOR 

Saturday, March 17, 2018 

TIME DEFENDANT – APPELLANT   STATE – APPELLEE  COURT 
 
  9:00 Jessica A. Angel   v. Marc Loftus        13 
 Ryan G. Hentrich    Tim Schramek 
 Yusra Butt     (Northeast Independent) 
 (Lake Park) 
 
10:00 Regan Alcott    v. Samyag Madrecha        03 
 Aaditya Nandakumar    Nathan Ruhde 
 Catherine O’Reilly    (Waubonsie Valley) 

(Neuqua Valley) 
 
11:00 Quentin Israelsen   v. Ryan Popko        12 
 Michael Smith     Sathya Todatry 
 (Waubonsie Valley)    (Metea Valley) 
 
12:00 Katrin Gatz    v. Viraja Alluri        02 
 Emaline Kerwin     Meera Gosavi  
 (Metea Valley)     (Neuqua Valley) 
 
  1:00 Aubree Curtis    v. Connie Chen        11 
 Alexa Jordan     Crista Thyvelikakath 
 (Metea Valley)     (Waubonsie Valley) 
 
  2:00 Lily Hong    v. Rekha Iyer        01 
 Prianka Lexman    Madie Mehra  
 (Waubonsie Valley)    Amelia Zaripova 
       (Neuqua Valley) 
 
  3:00 Michelle Oguike   v. Janice Lee        10 
 Megha Chada     Joanna Lee 
 (Metea Valley)     (Adlai E. Stevenson)  
 
  4:00 Liam Doolin    v. Anita Fang        04 
 Jordan Shi     Sidney Kirby 
 Praneet Thirkateh    (Adlai E. Stevenson)   
 (Naperville Central / Naperville North) 
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COURT ROOM II  -  SUPREME COURT BUILDING 

Former FOURTH DISTRICT APPELLATE COURT CHAMBERS 
SECOND FLOOR 

Saturday, March 17, 2018 

TIME DEFENDANT – APPELLANT   STATE – APPELLEE  COURT 
 
  9:00 Aashna Mehta    v. Jonathan Davis        11 
 Enya Eettickal     Hari Balachandran 
 (Neuqua Valley)    (Metea Valley) 
 
10:00 Pavan Baloo    v. Casey O’Connor       01 
 Claudia Grzyb     Sarah Nicholson  
 (Metea Valley)     (Wheaton-Warrenville South) 
     
11:00 Advait Deoskar    v. Nomuna Dorjbat       10 
 Arjun Nageswaran    Camila Hassler 
 (Adlai E. Stevenson)    Fatema Khan 
       (Neuqua Valley) 
 
12:00 Sathya Machireddy   v. Aditi Agrawal        04 
 Ashi Gottumukkula    Anne Bugayong 
 (Metea Valley)     Mia Mapa 

(Waubonsie Valley) 
 
  1:00 Joy Patterson    v. Lauren Landgraf       13 
 Keana Sherieves    Claire Mintus 
 (Waubonsie Valley)    (Metea Valley) 
 
  2:00 Victor Shi    v. Mansi Peesapati       03 
 Jeremy Yu     Trudy Sarah Joseph 
 (Adlai E. Stevenson)    (Metea Valley) 
  
  3:00 Dhilan Desai    v. Laura Walsh        12 
 Benjamin Janosy    Fatema Nomani 
 (Wheaton-Warrenville South)   Jordan McCarthy 

(Neuqua Valley) 
 
  4:00 Dhrtvan Sherman   v. Casey O’Connor       02 
 James Turnbull     Sarah Nicholson 
 (Metea Valley)     (Wheaton-Warrenville South) 
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COURT ROOM III 

CAPITOL BUILDING – ROOM 212 
Saturday, March 17, 2018 

TIME DEFENDANT – APPELLANT   STATE – APPELLEE  COURT 
 
  8:00 Maggie Amen    v. Katherine Brovkovych      08 
 Mary Rose Farruggio    Anirudh Sivarajan 
 Lauren Rouse     (Neuqua Valley) 
 (Wheaton-Warrenville South) 
 
  9:00 Aleena Rehman    v. Pranav Jaikumar       17 
 Rhitom Mishra     Nikhil Khanna 
 Divya Iyer     Mihir Rao 
 (Neuqua Valley)    (Waubonsie Valley) 
 
10:00 Chris Chung    v. Ellie Park        07 
 Tanner Langford    Mia Anastasio 
 (Waubonsie Valley)    (Metea Valley) 
  
11:00 Sarah Haskell    v. Dhruv Menon        16 
 Angelica Madera    Aryanna Amin 
 (Dwight D. Eisenhower)    (Metea Valley) 
 
12:00 Anna Ensing    v. Claudia Vega         06 
 Alex Heinz     India Williams 
 Marina Strong     (Metea Valley) 
 (Wheaton North)  
  
  1:00 Neal Patel    v. Sophie Arostegui       14 
 (Adlai E. Stevenson)    Emma Holtan 
       (Metea Valley) 
 
  2:00 Ishita Gupta    v. Samyag Madrecha       05 
 Gautham Jaiganesh    Nathan Ruhde 
 Arya Nalluri     (Waubonsie Valley) 
 (Neuqua Valley)  
  
  3:00 Chloe Beach    v. Colton Lucas        15 
 Laura Meyer     Rai Dominguez   
 (Metea Valley)     Kyle Huffaker 
       (Bradley-Bourbonnais) 
         
  4:00 Arjun Sundararajan   v. Mia Mapa        06 
 Donesh Devathi    Aditi Agrawal 
 (Metea Valley)     Anne Bugayong 
       (Waubonsie Valley)
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COURT ROOM IV 

CAPITOL BUILDING – ROOM 118 
Saturday, March 17, 2018 

TIME DEFENDANT – APPELLANT   STATE – APPELLEE  COURT 
 
  9:00 Amani Sunkara    v. Breanna Goyea        14 
 Mariam Khan     Kaleb Rakers 
 (Waubonsie Valley)    (Gateway Region YMCA) 
 
10:00 Cassandra Stupay   v. Aarthi Krishnakumar       05 
 Seth Myers     Sharika Majeti 
 Alexis Burnette     (Metea Valley) 

(Victor J. Andrew) 
 

11:00 Ishaan Patel    v. Elizabeth Crawford       15 
 Kooshik Saraswati    Katelyn Galloway 
 (Metea Valley)     Ryker Kiselewski 

(Sesser-Valier) 
 
12:00 Francesca Abruzzo   v. Ellie Park        09 
 Sruthi Navneetha    Mia Anastasio 
 (Waubonsie Valley)    (Metea Valley) 
  
  1:00 Ethan Dandurand   v. Jonathan Bresser       17 
 Riley Sovinski     Michael Jones 
 (Bradley-Bourbonnais)    (Wheaton-Warrenville South) 
 
  2:00 Cheri Sledge    v. Fiona Thurow        08 
 Sophia Spears     Kennedy Smith 
 Reshma Zadda     (Batavia / Metea Valley) 
 (Kenwood Academy)      
  
  3:00 Ishaan Patel    v. Emma O’Donnell       18 
 Koushik Saraswati    Kaleb Rakers 
 (Metea Valley)     (Gateway Region YMCA) 
   
  4:00 James Silvasy    v. Claudia Vega        07 
 Zachary Levy     India Williams 
   (Warren Township)    (Metea Valley) 
 
  5:00 Abbie Ward    v. Braedan Johnson       16 
 Alayna Hicks     Andrew Pizza  
 Carson Latta     Stephen Parch 
 (Sesser-Valier)     (Wheaton-Warrenville South) 
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JUDICIAL ROSTER 

2017 - 2018 
 

Court 1   Court 2   Court 3 
Sophie Arostegui   Aryanna Amin    Jessica Angel 
Connie Chen   Sarah Haskell   Yusra Butt 
Aubree Curtis   Quentin Israelsen  Ryan Hentrich 
Emma Holtan   Angelica Madera  Divya Iyer (2 PM) 
Alexa Jordan   Dhruv Menon   Marc Loftus 
Neal Patel   Ryan Popko   Rhitom Mishra 
Crista Thyvelikakath  Michael Smith   Aleena Rehman 
    Sathya Todatry   Tim Schramek 

     
CLERK-BAILIFF:  CLERK-BAILIFF:      CLERK-BAILIFF: 
Sharadiant Royster  Sharadiant Royster  Divya Iyer (10 AM) 
(10 AM & 2 PM)  (12 PM & 4 PM)  Ishaan Patel (2 PM) 
 

ADVISOR:   ADVISOR:   ADVISOR: 
Susan Fuhrer   Christopher MacDonald Donald Fulmer 
        Cliff Histed 
 
 

Court 4   Court 5   Court 6       
Megha Chada (4 PM)   Jonathan Bresser  Advait Deoskar 
Alayna Hicks   Ethan Dandurand  Nomuna Dorjbat 
Mariam Khan   Michael Jones   Camille Hassler 

Carson Latta   Lauren Landgraf  Pranav Jaikumar 

Janice Lee   Claire Mintus   Nikhil Khanna 
Joanna Lee   Joy Patterson   Fatema Khan (4 PM) 
Michelle Oguike (12 PM) Keana Sherieves  Arjun Nageswaran (12 PM) 
Amani Sunkara   Riley Sovinski   Mihir Rao 
Abbie Ward 

CLERK-BAILIFF:  CLERK-BAILIFF:  CLERK-BAILIFF: 
Megha Chada (12 PM)  Cashmere Williams  Fatema Khan (12 PM) 
Michelle Oguike (4 PM)  (10 AM & 2 PM)  Arjun Nageswaran (4 PM) 

ADVISOR:   ADVISOR:   ADVISOR: 
David Overstreet  Richard Mitchell  Heidi Hockberger
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Court 7   Court 8          Court 9 
Hari Balachandran  Dhilan Desai   Elizabeth Crawford 
Chloe Beach   Rai Dominguez   Katelyn Galloway 
Jonathan Davis   Kyle Huffaker (8 AM)  Braedan Johnson 
Enya Eetickal   Benjamin Janosy  Ryker Kiselewski 
Breanna Goyea   Colton Lucas   Stephen Parch 
Aashna Mehta   Jordan McCarthy  Ishaan Patel (12PM) 
Laura Meyer   Fatema Nomani  Andrew Pizza 
Emma O’Donnell  Laura Walsh   Koushik Saraswati (12 PM) 
Kaleb Rakers 

CLERK-BAILIFF:  CLERK-BAILIFF:  CLERK-BAILIFF: 
Chloe Beach (10 AM)  Kyle Huffaker (2 PM)  Cashmere Williams (12 PM) 
Laura Meyer (4 PM)  Koushik Saraswati (8 AM) 

ADVISOR:   ADVISOR:   ADVISOR: 
Colin Clark   Matthew Livesay  Aaron Massie 
Spencer Peck   Adam Matejewski 
 
 

Court 10   Court 11   Court 12 
Lily Hong   Viraja Alluri   Regan Alcott 
Rekha Iyer   Katrin Gatz   Ishita Gupta 
Aarthi Krishnakumar  Meera Gosavi   Gautham Jaiganesh (11 AM) 
Prianka Lexman  Emaline Kerwin   Samyag Madrecha 
Sharika Majeti   Kennedy Smith   Aaditya Nandakamar 

Madie Mehra   Fiona Thurow   Arya Nalluri 

Amelia Zaripova      Catherine O’Reilly 
        Nathan Ruhde 

CLERK-BAILIFF:  CLERK-BAILIFF:      CLERK-BAILIFF: 
Sanaan Hartley  Nicole Ashta   Gautham Jaiganesh (3 PM) 
(11AM & 3 PM)  (9 AM & 1 PM)  Cameron Moore (11 AM) 

ADVISOR:   ADVISOR:   ADVISOR: 
Cat Bashir   Michael Barnes   David Severance 
Krishna Appaleneni      Devyani Potdar

Judicial - 10
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Court 13   Court 14   Court 15 
Liam Doolin   Aditi Agrawal   Alexis Burnette 
Anna Ensing   Anne Bugayong  Trudy Sarah Joseph 
Anita Fang   Donesh Devathi  Seth Myers 
Alex Heinz   Aashi Gottumukkula  Mansi Peesapati 
Sidney Kirby   Mia Mapa   Victor Shi 
Jordan Shi   Sathya Machireddy  Cassandra Stupay 
Marina Strong   Arjun Sundararajan  Jeremy Yu 
Praneet Thirkateh 

CLERK-BAILIFF:  CLERK-BAILIFF:      CLERK-BAILIFF: 
Cameron Moore  Kayla Hodge   David Skwierczynski 
(9 AM & 1 PM)   (9 AM & 1 PM)   (11 AM & 3 PM) 

ADVISOR:   ADVISOR:   ADVISOR: 
Richard Pierce   Phillip Garee   Tina Scott 
Zach Safer       Dominque Estes 

Court 16   Court 17   Court 18 
Pavan Baloo   Maggie Amen   Francesca Abruzzo 
Claudia Grzyb   Katherine Brovkovych  Mia Anastasio 
Zachary Levy   Mary Rose Farruggio  Chris Chung 
Sarah Nicholson  Lauren Rouse   Tanner Langford 
Casey O’Connor  Anirudh Sivarajan  Sruthi Navneetha 
Dhrtvan Sherman  Claudia Vega   Ellie Park 
James Silvasy   India Williams   Cheri Sledge 
James Turnbull       Sophia Spears 
        Reshman Zadda 

CLERK-BAILIFF:  CLERK-BAILIFF:  CLERK-BAILIFF: 
Erika Hill   Dave Skwierczynski  Erika Hill (3PM) 
(11 AM & 5 PM)  (9 AM & 1 PM) 

ADVISOR:   ADVISOR:   ADVISOR: 
Fred Tietze   Nadia Gonzalez   Sydney Neukirch 

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Courts   1 - 9 will judge People v. Archer (Case A). 

Courts 10 - 18 will judge People v. Fletcher (Case B). 

Italics indicate the court to which a clerk-bailiff is assigned for reporting purposes. 

The times by a clerk-bailiff indicate the times that clerk-bailiff either will participate as a 
youth attorney or participate as a clerk-bailiff for that particular court. 

Courts 9 and 18 only will judge once.  All other courts will judge twice. 

Nathan Ruhde and Samyag Madrecha; Mia Mapa, Aditi Agrawal, and Anne Bugayong; Casey 
O’Connor and Sarah Nicholson; Ellie Park and Mia Anastasio; India Williams and Claudia 
Vega; Ishaan Patel and Koushik Saraswan; and Kaleb Rakers will argue twice.  The score 
from the first oral argument in which they participate will be the one that counts for the 
Moot Court Competition awards. 

Judicial - 11
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Bill of Rights 

 
 

 

 



   

 

Educating Young People about the Constitution 

The Conventions of a number of the States 

having, at the time of adopting the 

Constitution, expressed a desire, in order to 

prevent misconstruction or abuse of its 

powers, that further declaratory and 

restrictive clauses should be added, and as 

extending the ground of public confidence 

in the Government will best insure the 

beneficent ends of its institution;  

Resolved, by the Senate and House of 

Representatives of the United States of 

America, in Congress assembled, two‐thirds 

of both Houses concurring, that the 

following articles be proposed to the 

Legislatures of the several States, as 

amendments to the Constitution of the 

United States; all or any of which articles, 

when ratified by three‐fourths of the said 

Legislatures, to be valid to all intents and 

purposes as part of the said Constitution, 

namely: 

 

Amendment 1 

Congress shall make no law respecting an 

establishment of religion, or prohibiting the 

free exercise thereof; or abridging the 

freedom of speech, or of the press; or the 

right of the people peaceably to assemble, 

and to petition the government for a redress 

of grievances. 

 

 

Amendment 11 

A well regulated militia, being necessary to 

the security of a free state, the right of the 

people to keep and bear arms, shall not be 

infringed. 

 

Amendment 111 

No soldier shall, in time of peace be 

quartered in any house, without the consent 

of the owner, nor in time of war, but in a 

manner to be prescribed by law. 

 

Amendment 1V 

The right of the people to be secure in their 

persons, houses, papers, and effects, against 

unreasonable searches and seizures, shall 

not be violated, and no warrants shall issue, 

but upon probable cause, supported by oath 

or affirmation, and particularly describing 

the place to be searched, and the persons or 

things to be seized. 

 

 

 



   

 

Educating Young People about the Constitution 

Amendment V  
No person shall be held to answer for a 

capital, or otherwise infamous crime, unless 

on a presentment or indictment of a grand 

jury, except in cases arising in the land or 

naval forces, or in the militia, when in 

actual service in time of war or public 

danger; nor shall any person be subject for 

the same offense to be twice put in jeopardy 

of life or limb; nor shall be compelled in any 

criminal case to be a witness against 

himself, nor be deprived of life, liberty, or 

property, without due process of law; nor 

shall private property be taken for public 

use, without just compensation. 

 

Amendment V 1 

In all criminal prosecutions, the accused 

shall enjoy the right to a speedy and public 

trial, by an impartial jury of the state and 

district wherein the crime shall have been 

committed, which district shall have been 

previously ascertained by law, and to be 

informed of the nature and cause of the 

accusation; to be confronted with the 

witnesses against him; to have compulsory 

process for obtaining witnesses in his favor, 

and to have the assistance of counsel for his 

defense. 

 

 

Amendment V 11 

In suits at common law, where the value in 

controversy shall exceed twenty dollars, the 

right of trial by jury shall be preserved, and 

no fact tried by a jury, shall be otherwise 

reexamined in any court of the United 

States, than according to the rules of the 

common law. 

 

Amendment V 111 

Excessive bail shall not be required, nor 

excessive fines imposed, nor cruel and 

unusual punishments inflicted. 

 

Amendment 1X 

The enumeration in the Constitution, of 

certain rights, shall not be construed to 

deny or disparage others retained by the 

people. 

 

Amendment X 

The powers not delegated to the United 

States by the Constitution, nor prohibited 

by it to the states, are reserved to the states 

respectively, or to the people. 
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HEADQUARTERS LOCATIONS 
 Friday Location Saturday Locations Sunday Location 
YOUTH GOVERNOR Opal Board Room 

2nd Fl., Crowne 
Gov. Rauner’s Office 
2nd Fl. Capitol 

Gov. Rauner’s Office 
2nd Fl. Capitol 

  Saturday Night 
Sangamon, 3rd Floor Crowne 

 

Lt. GOVERNOR Opal Board Room 
2nd Floor, Crowne 

Gov. Rauner’s Office 
2nd Fl. Capitol 

Gov. Rauner’s Office 
2nd Fl. Capitol 

  Saturday Night 
Sangamon, 3rd Floor Crowne 

 

SECRETARY OF STATE Turquoise Board Room 
2nd Fl., Crowne 

2nd Fl. Capitol, Bill Flow 2nd Fl. Capitol, Bill Flow 

  Saturday Night 
Sangamon, 3rd Floor Crowne 

 

CHIEF JUSTICE 
 

 Attorney General Building 
(Helen Radigan Hall) 

Room 212, Capitol 

  Saturday Night 
Sangamon, 3rd Floor Crowne 

 

EXEC. DIRECTOR OF LOBBYISTS  Room 114, Capitol Room 114, Capitol 
  Saturday Night 

Sangamon, 3rd Floor Crowne 
 

NEWSPAPER PRESS West Plaza Office, Crowne   Room 402A - Capitol Building Room 402A, Capitol  
  West Plaza Office, Crowne Plaza  

VIDEO PRESS Wintergarden Room, 14th Fl., 
Crowne  

Room 100 - Capitol  

  Wintergarden Room, 14th Fl., Crowne  

COMMITTEES Turquoise Board Room, 2nd Fl., 
Crowne 

Outside Governor’s Office  
2nd Floor, Capitol 

Outside Governor’s Office 
2nd Floor, Capitol 

LEGISLATIVE ASSISTANTS 
State Issues Forum 

 3rd Floor Board Room  
Stratton Building 

Room 409, Capitol 

BILL FLOW Turquoise Board Room, 2nd Fl., 
Crowne 

2nd Floor - Capitol 2nd Floor, Capitol 

LOBBYISTS Plaza C/D, Crowne Room 114 - Capitol Room 114, Capitol 
Friday Night - Sapphire, Crowne Saturday Night - Plaza B  

JUDICIAL Northfield Inn   
Court I  Supreme Court  
Court II  Former 4th Appellate Court  
Court III  Room 212 - Capitol Building  
Court IV  Room 118 – Capitol Building  
Research - All Day Saturday  Attorney General Building 

(Helen Radigan Hall) 
 

Opinion Writing - Saturday Night  3rd Fl. Conference Rooms, Crowne  
Prep. for Judicial Review Sunday Morning   Room 212, Capitol  
Decisions/Awards - Sunday Afternoon   Room 212, Capitol 
Judicial Review - Sunday Afternoon   Room 212, Capitol 

    

Y & G HEADQUARTERS 
LOST AND FOUND 

Capital View  
12th Floor, Crowne  

Gov. Rauner’s Office 
2nd Fl. Capitol 

Gov. Rauner’s Office 
2nd Fl. Capitol 

NURSE'S OFFICE Room 526, Crowne  Room 526, Crowne Plaza Room 526, Crowne Plaza 

LUGGAGE STORAGE Plaza E  Sapphire Ballroom, 
2nd Fl.,  Crowne Plaza 

ATTENDANCE Convention Registration Desk, 
Crowne 

Gov. Rauner’s Office 
2nd Fl. Capitol 

Gov. Rauner’s Office 
2nd Fl. Capitol 

COMPUTERS  2nd Floor, Capitol 2nd Floor, Capitol 

TOURS Convention Registration Desk, 
Crowne 

Gov. Rauner’s Office 
2nd Fl. Capitol 

Gov. Rauner’s Office 
2nd Fl. Capitol 
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69TH ILLINOIS YMCA YOUTH AND GOVERNMENT ASSEMBLY   

ASSEMBLY SCHEDULE AND FAQs     

We are so happy you are participating in our 69th Assembly! We hope that you all have a great, productive and 
meaningful time during the next few days. For delegates: In order to help you do so, please refer to the schedule 
following, and the schedule given with your nametag. Adults and Advisors, please refer to your Assignment booklet for 
your assignments.  

Have a question? Need an answer? Please look to those with white badges; these people are Youth and Government 
Board Members, Staff, Advisors or Program Specialists. If one doesn't have the answer, he or she can probably direct 
you to someone who does. People with red ribbons are program area coordinators. 

Other Frequently Asked Questions: 

What if I lose my nametag? 
This is important because all Youth and Government participants must wear their name tags at all times when out of 
their room. If one is lost at the Crowne, please go to the Convention Registration Desk, or contact an advisor who will 
notify Y&G staff. A temporary badge may be given to you, with a more permanent badge delivered at a later time. If lost 
at the Capitol, please go to the Governor's Office on the 2nd floor. 

Is there a dress code? 
ABSOLUTELY! The dress code is business casual on Friday, but Professional Dress for the banquet and at the Capitol. 
Casual dress for Saturday night. 

How do I get to the Capitol? 
Your schedule will tell you when the bus for your color or program area leaves the Crowne and/or the Capitol. Delegates 
may only get back and forth on the bus - no cabs, no driving yourself! 

What if someone has a medical emergency? 
If you are at the Crowne, there is a nurse on duty in Room 526. At the Capitol, there is a paramedic on the second 
floor. 

What if I lose my room keycard? 
Please notify the Youth and Government staff or an advisor, and we can arrange to have one made. Please don't go 
directly to hotel; be aware that if one is made all keycards to that room must be re-keyed as well. 

What if our room needs extra towels or toiletries? 
Please do not call the front desk; call Capital View from your room phone for extra toiletries or towels.  

Can I use my cell phone? 
No electronics are allowed while in chambers, galleries, courtrooms or committee rooms. You can use your cell phone 
only during free time, and not in those areas. 

Can we go to the pool? 
No. The pool will not be available for Youth and Government participants, and if you are in the pool area, you will be 
asked to leave and return to your room. 

Is there a curfew? 
YES! Curfew is at 11:00 PM. Delegates must be in their room by 11:00, and may not leave for any reason! If there is an 
emergency, please call your Head Advisor. 

Y&G MEDIA  
TV Station Capitol News Update Hotel Channel Friday and Saturday night 11:30 p.m. 
Twitter @ILYMCAObserver and @illinoisyg 
Newspaper The Observer available in print at the Crowne and the Capitol  
Facebook www.facebook.com/illinoisyg/ 
Instagram @illinoisyg     
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FRIDAY, MARCH 16, 2018 

 Luggage Storage Plaza E 

9:15 AM - 11:00 AM Registration Head Advisors Register  Convention Reg. Desk 

9:45 AM - Noon Campaign Candidates and delegates Plaza F-I, First Floor 

10:00 AM Newspaper Press Check-in at Newspaper Press Room Former Gift Shop 

10:00 AM Video Press Check-in at Video Press Room. Wintergarden Room 14th 
Floor 

10:00 AM – 4:00 PM 

2018 Officers Offices Open 
Governor – Opal Board Room 
Lt. Governor – Opal Board Room 
Secretary of State – Turquoise 

Opal Board Room 
Turquoise Board Room 

10:15 - 10:45 AM College Staff Parliamentarians and Readers Role Play 
Rehearsal Lincoln Board Room  

10:30 - 11:15 AM Election Meeting for adults and College Staff assigned to work 
with Elections. Sapphire  

10:30 AM - Noon Lunch Please present Friday Lunch Meal Tickets. Plaza F-I, First Floor 

11:00 AM – Noon Lobbyist Luncheon (Lobbyists Only) Grab a lunch and go to 
Plaza A/B for a presentation. Plaza A/B 

11:00 - 12:00 Noon Safety and Security Entire Committee (minus Chamber 
Chairs) - Facilities Committee and Night Safety and Security. Lincoln Board Room 

11:00 - 12:00 Noon Lobbyist Luncheon Plaza A/B 

11:15 AM - Noon Judicial Clerk-Bailiffs Meeting Capital II 

11:30 AM - 11:45 AM Judicial College Staff, New Judicial Advisors, and 
Coordinators Meeting  Capital III 

11:15 AM - Noon  Legislative Assistants Training, including Bill Flow Clerks  Sapphire  

11:15 AM - Noon  Newspaper Press  Meeting Former Gift Shop 

11:15 AM - Noon  Sgts-At-Arms (House and Senate) and All 
Parliamentarians Training Capital I  

11:15 AM - Noon  Video Press  Meeting Wintergarden Room 14th 
Floor 

11:15 AM - Noon Youth Committee Chairpersons Training Governor Room 

11:15 AM - Noon Adult Committee Advisors Training Capitol IV 

11:45 AM 2019 Governor Candidates Meeting Press Table, Ballroom 

12:00 Noon Newspaper and Video Press – Press Conference Meeting Press Table, Ballroom 

12:00 Noon Sgts-At-Arms and Chaplains Meet for Opening Convocation Podium, Ballroom 2nd Floor 

12:00 Noon Candidates Meet for Speeches Podium, Ballroom 2nd Floor 
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12:10 PM Delegates Meet for Speeches.  House members sit in Sapphire; 
Senate in Diamond; all others fill Emerald  

Ballroom - Sapphire, 
Diamond, Emerald, 2nd Floor 

12:15 - 1:30 PM 

OPENING CONVOCATION 
Welcome: Lindsey Clark, Chair, Program Board; 
2018 Governor-Elect Trisha Prabhu  
Opening Prayer:  Sarah Herring, Chaplain Blue Senate  
Pledge of Allegiance:  
2017 Youth Governor Archit Dhar 
Announcements from Lt. Gov-Elect Ryan Miller, Sec. of State-
Elect Eunice Chang, Chief Justice-Elect Rekha Iyer 
Candidate Speeches:  2018 Executive Dir. of Lobbyist, 
2019 Secretary of State, 2019 Lt. Governor, 2019 Chief Justice, 
2019 Governor. 
Press Conference with 2019 Governor candidates. 
Closing Prayer: Kyle Marshall, Chaplain Orange Senate 

Ballrooms  
Sapphire, Diamond, Emerald 
2nd Floor 

1:30 PM Advisor Meeting All Head Advisors and Advisors please attend Plaza A/B 

1:30 PM 

Legislative – House:  Speakers of the House Role Play. 
Voting immediately follows:  Blue Representatives vote first 
then Gray, then Orange.  After voting, each should go to 
respective committees. 

Sapphire  

1:30 PM 

Legislative - Senate:  Presidents of the Senate Role Play.  
Voting immediately follows: Blue Senators vote first, then 
Gray, then Orange.  After voting, each should go to respective 
committees. 

Diamond   

1:30 - 2:30 PM Lobbyist Voting and Training Plaza C/D 

1:30 - 5:00 PM Judicial Training 
Depart for Northfield Inn. 
Buses will be at main 
entrance to the Crowne Plaza 

2:00 PM Newspaper Press  – Staff Meeting Former Gift Shop 

2:30 PM – 3:15 Assistant Director Lobbyist Training Plaza C 

2:30 PM Clerks of the House and Secretaries of the Senate Training Ruby 

2:45 PM Polls Close  

2:45 PM 2018 Secretary of State, Bill Flow Clerks Training Lincoln Board Room, 3rd Floor 

2:45 PM - 4:45 PM Legislative Assistants Training for all Legislative Assistants Sapphire  
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BLUE LEGISLATURE COMMITTEES 

2:45 - 4:15 PM 

Blue Committee I 
Blue Committee II 
Blue Committee III 
Blue Committee IV 
Blue Committee V 
Blue Committee VI 
Blue Committee VII 

Capital I 
Capital II 
Capital III 
Capital IV 
Capital V 
Capital VI 
Springfield 

GRAY LEGISLATURE COMMITTEES 

3:00 - 4:30 PM 

Gray Committee I 
Gray Committee II 
Gray Committee III 
Gray Committee IV 
Gray Committee V 
Gray Committee VI 
Gray Committee VII 

Plaza A  
Plaza B 
Plaza C 
Plaza D 
Emerald 
Onyx Room, 2nd Fl. 
Emerald 

ORANGE LEGISLATURE COMMITTEES 

3:15 - 4:45 PM 

Orange Committee I 
Orange Committee II 
Orange Committee III 
Orange Committee IV 
Orange Committee V 
Orange Committee VI 
Orange Committee VII 

Illinois 
Illinois 
Governor 
Ruby 
Topaz 
Diamond 
Diamond 

4:00 PM Board of Directors Meeting Opal Board Room 

4:25 - 4:45 PM Blue Committee Chairpersons Meeting Springfield Room 

4:30 - 6:00 PM Rooms Available Delegations may check into rooms/Free time Convention Registration Desk 

4:40 - 5:00 PM Gray Committee Chairpersons Meeting Lincoln Board Room 

4:45 PM Newspaper Press  Final Drafts Due Former Gift Shop 

4:55 - 5:15 PM Orange Committee Chairpersons Meeting Capitol III 

5:30 College Staff Meeting and College Staff Photo  Plaza Level - Plaza A 

5:45 Board Photos – Board of Directors, Program Board, 
Development Board Hallway Outside Plaza A 

6:00 PM 

Doors Open for Banquet 
Seating is by Assignment. Students see Advisor for Seating 
Assignment. Tickets needed for Alternate/Gluten Free Meals 
only. 2018 Officers, 2018 and 2019 Candidates should report to 
the head table. 

Plaza F-I, First Floor 
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6:15 - 8:15 PM 

69th ANNUAL BANQUET 
Invocation: Abe Kakuturu 
Chaplain Gray House 
MC – Governor Elect Trisha Prabhu 
Hall of Fame Induction 
Guest Speaker 
Year Wrap-Up: 2017 Youth Governor Archit Dhar 
Benediction: Wesley Hawkins 
Chaplain Orange House 
Oath of Office:  
Shirley Wilgenbusch 
Clerk's Office, 4th Appellate Court 

Plaza F-I, First Floor 

8:15 PM 2018 Officers, Former Governors, Former Chief Justices 
Meet for Photos Hallway Outside Plaza A 

8:15 PM Program Board Meeting 
Moses Rahman, Chaplain of the Gray House Invocation 

Lincoln Board Room 
3rd Floor 

8:30 PM Open House Reception for Hall of Fame Inductee Capital View 

8:30 PM Bill Flow Clerks, Secretary of State Meeting Plaza J 

8:30 PM Lobbyist Headquarters Open for any questions or problems 
from Lobbyists. Sapphire  

8:30 PM Newspaper Press  Staff Meeting Former Gift Shop 

8:30 PM Video Press Meeting Wintergarden Room 

8:45 PM All Chamber Security Personnel Meeting Plaza E  

8:30-10:30 PM 

2018 Officers Office Hours 
Governor – Opal Board Room 
Lt. Governor – Opal Board Room 
Secretary of State - Turquoise 
Executive Director of Lobbyists - Sapphire 

Opal Board Room 
Turquoise Board Room 
Sapphire, 2nd Fl. 

8:30-10:30 PM Committees Sessions 
Legislators, Lobbyists and Legislative Assistants 

Same locations as Friday 
afternoon 

8:30-10:30 PM Judicial Attorney Training 
Judicial board buses right 
after banquet to return to 
Northfield Inn for training. 

8:30-10:30 PM Secretary of State Office Open  
Committee Chairs Return bills here Turquoise 

9:00 PM Parliamentarians, Presiding Officers, Sgts-At-Arms 
Meeting Lincoln Board Room 

9:30 PM New Advisors Meeting Area outside restaurant, 2nd 
Floor 

9:30 - 10:30 PM Lobbyist Hospitality  
Reception – by Invitation Only Sapphire  

10:00 PM Safety and Security Meeting  
Night Security Committee Lincoln Board Room 

11:00 PM Curfew Hotel rooms 

11:30 PM ILYG "Capitol News Update" Newscast Hotel Channel 
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The first pages of the Saturday Schedule that follow are the individual schedules for each 
Legislature, Blue, Gray, and Orange for Legislators, Lobbyists and Legislative Assistants assigned to 
that color (excluding Administrative Officers, Bill Flow Clerks and Personal Assistants, who all have a 
special schedule). Judicial participants and Press schedules are also provided. Please look for your 
color legislature/role for your schedule for time pertinent to your role.  

The regular schedule for Saturday follows the Orange Legislature schedule. 

Committee Rooms are the same for each Legislature: 

Committee Location 
Committee I Stratton Room A-1 
Committee II Stratton Room C-1 
Committee III Stratton Room D-1 
Committee IV Stratton Room 413 
Committee V Capitol Room 400 
Committee VI Capitol Room 409 
Committee VII Capitol Room 115 

 

SATURDAY, MARCH 17, 2018 
BLUE LEGISLATURE - LEGISLATORS AND LOBBYISTS 

6:15 - 7:05 AM Board Buses to Capitol Crowne Lobby 

6:40 – 7:10 AM Breakfast   Stratton Cafeteria 

7:30 - 8:30 AM Legislative Session House and Senate Chambers 

7:30 – 8:00 AM Lobbyist Orientation Tour Capitol Room 114 

8:45 - 10:05 AM Committee Meetings Assigned Committee Rooms 

10:45 - 11:15 AM Lunch Stratton Cafeteria 

11:25 AM - 12:45 PM Legislative Session House and Senate Chambers 

1:00 PM Lobbyists- Deadline for Special Committee Bills Capitol Room 114 

1:15 PM 
Lobbyists Lt. Governor meets with Special 
Committee Bill Authors and Committee Group 
Leaders (Lobbyists) 

Capitol Room 114 

1:20 - 2:40 PM Committee Meetings Assigned Committee Rooms 

3:10 – 3:40 
Blue Special Committee Meeting for all Blue 
Committee Chairs, Blue Special Bill Authors, Blue 
Committee Group Leaders and Interested Lobbyists 

Capitol Room 114 

3:50 - 5:00 PM Legislative Session House and Senate Chambers 

4:15 – 4:35 PM 
Executive Director of the Lobbyists, 
Committee Group Leaders and Lobbyists Press 
Conference  

Capitol Room 114 

5:00 - 6:00 PM Dinner Stratton Cafeteria 

6:15 PM Board Buses; return to Hotels Capitol North Side 

9:30 - 10:30 PM Lobbyist Hospitality By Invitation Only Plaza A and B 
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SATURDAY, MARCH 17, 2018 
BLUE LEGISLATURE – LEGISLATIVE ASSISTANTS – Group A 

6:15- 7:05 AM Board Buses to Capitol Crowne Lobby 

6:40 – 7:10 AM Breakfast Stratton Cafeteria 

7:30 - 8:30 AM Legislative Session 
House and Senate Chambers as 
assigned 

8:45 - 10:00 AM Judicial Observation Hallway outside Room 212, Capitol 

10:45 - 11:15 AM Lunch Stratton Cafeteria 

11:25 AM - 12:45 PM Forum Round 1 Stratton Board Room 

1:20 - 2:40 PM Tour Old State Capitol 
Old State Capitol Meet @ Capitol 
North Entrance 

3:50 - 5:00 PM Forum Round 2 Stratton Board Room 

5:00 - 6:00 PM Dinner Stratton Cafeteria 

6:15 PM Board Buses; return to Hotels Capitol North Side 

BLUE LEGISLATURE – LEGISLATIVE ASSISTANTS – Group B 

6:15- 7:05 AM Board Buses to Capitol Crowne Lobby 

6:40 – 7:10 AM Breakfast   Stratton Cafeteria 

7:15 - 8:30 AM Forum Round 1 Stratton Board Room  

8:45 - 10:05 AM Tour  
Old State Capitol Meet @ Capitol 
North Entrance 

10:45 - 11:15 AM Lunch Stratton Cafeteria 

11:25 AM - 12:45 PM Legislative Session House and Senate Chambers 

1:45 - 3:00 PM Judicial Observation Hallway outside Room 212, Capitol 

3:50 - 5:00 PM Forum Round 2 Stratton Board Room 

5:00 - 6:00 PM Dinner Stratton Cafeteria 

6:15 PM Board Buses; return to Hotels Capitol North Side 
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Committee Location 
Committee I Stratton Room A-1 
Committee II Stratton Room C-1 
Committee III Stratton Room D-1 
Committee IV Stratton Room 413 
Committee V Capitol Room 400 
Committee VI Capitol Room 409 
Committee VII Capitol Room 115 

 
SATURDAY, MARCH 17, 2018 

GRAY LEGISLATURE - LEGISLATORS AND LOBBYISTS 

7:10 – 8:00 AM Board Buses to Capitol Crowne Lobby 

7:30 - 8:30 AM Breakfast Stratton Cafeteria 

8:30 AM Lobbyist Orientation Tour Room 114 

8:40 - 9:55 AM Legislative Session House and Senate Chambers 

10:15 - 11:35 AM Committee Meetings Assigned Committee Rooms 

11:40 am - 12:40 PM Lunch Stratton Cafeteria 

1:00 PM Deadline for Special Committee Bills Capitol Room 114 

1:15 PM Lobbyists Lt. Governor meets with Special Committee 
Bill Authors and Committee Group Leaders (Lobbyists) Capitol Room 114 

1:15 PM Lt. Governor meets with Special Committee Bill Authors 
and Committee Group Leaders (Lobbyists) Capitol Room 114 

12:55 - 2:10 PM Legislative Session House and Senate Chambers 

2:15 - 2:45 pm 
Special Committee Mandatory Meeting for all Gray 
Committee Chairs, Gray Special Bill Authors, Committee 
Group Leaders and Interested Lobbyists 

Capitol Room 114 

2:55 - 4:15 PM Committee Meetings Assigned Committee Rooms 

4:15 – 4:35 PM Executive Director of the Lobbyists, Committee 
Group Leaders and Lobbyists Press Conference  Capitol Room 114 

4:20 - 5:00 PM Dinner Stratton Cafeteria 

5:10 - 6:30 PM Legislative Session Assigned Chambers 

6:45 PM Board Buses; return to Hotels Capitol North Side 

9:30 - 10:30 PM Lobbyist Hospitality By Invitation Only Plaza A and B 

 
 



 

ILLINOIS YMCA YOUTH AND GOVERNMENT  
SPRINGFIELD ASSEMBLY 

TIME ACTIVITY LOCATION 
 

8 
 

SATURDAY, MARCH 17, 2018 
GRAY LEGISLATURE – LEGISLATIVE ASSISTANTS – GROUP A 

7:30 - 8:30 AM Breakfast Stratton Cafeteria 

8:40 - 9:55 AM Legislative Session House and Senate Chambers 

10:45 - 11:55 AM Judicial Observation Hallway outside Room 212, Capitol 

11:55 am - 12:40 PM Lunch Stratton Cafeteria 

12:55 - 2:10 PM Forum Round 1 Stratton Board Room 

2:50 - 4:10 PM Tour  
Old State Capitol Meet @ Capitol North 
Entrance 

4:20 - 5:00 PM Dinner Stratton Cafeteria 

5:10 - 6:30 PM Forum Round 2 Stratton Board Room 

6:45 PM Board Buses; return to Hotels Capitol North Side 

GRAY LEGISLATURE – LEGISLATIVE ASSISTANTS – GROUP B 

7:30 - 8:30 AM Breakfast Stratton Cafeteria 

8:40 - 9:55 AM Forum Round 1 Stratton Board Room 

10:15 - 11:35 AM Tour  
Old State Capitol Meet @ Capitol North 
Entrance 

11:55 am - 12:40 PM Lunch Stratton Cafeteria 

12:55 - 2:10 PM Legislative Session House and Senate Chambers 

2:50 - 4:10 PM Judicial Observation Hallway outside Room 212, Capitol 

4:20 - 5:00 PM Dinner Stratton Cafeteria 

5:10 - 6:30 PM Forum Round 2 Stratton Board Room 

6:45 PM Board Buses; return to Hotels Capitol North Side 
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Committee Location 
Committee I Stratton Room A-1 
Committee II Stratton Room C-1 
Committee III Stratton Room D-1 
Committee IV Stratton Room 413 
Committee V Capitol Room 400 
Committee VI Capitol Room 409 
Committee VII Capitol Room 115 

 
 

SATURDAY, MARCH 17, 2018 
ORANGE LEGISLATURE – LEGISLATORS AND LOBBYISTS 

8:00 AM – 8:30 AM Board Buses to Capitol Crowne Lobby 

8:30 - 9:30 AM Breakfast Stratton Cafeteria 

9:30 – 10:10 AM Lobbyists Orientation Tour Capitol Room 114 

10:05 - 11:20 AM Legislative Session House and Senate Chambers 

11:45 AM - 1:05 PM  Committee Meeting Assigned Committee Rooms 

1:00 PM Deadline for Special Committee Bills Capitol Room 114 

1:05 PM Lunch Stratton Cafeteria 

1:15 PM Lobbyists Lt. Governor meets with Special Committee 
Bill Authors and Committee Group Leaders (Lobbyists) Capitol Room 114 

2:20- 3:40 PM Legislative Session House and Senate Chambers 

3:50 – 4:25 pm 
Special Committee Mandatory Meeting for all Orange 
Committee Chairs, Orange Special Bill Authors, 
Committee Group Leaders and Interested Lobbyists 

Capitol Room 114 

4:15 – 4:35 PM Executive Director of the Lobbyists, Committee 
Group Leaders and Lobbyists Press Conference  Capitol Room 114 

4:30 - 5:50 PM Committee Meeting Assigned Committee Rooms 

5:50 - 6:30 PM Dinner Stratton Cafeteria 

6:40 - 7:55 PM Legislative Session House and Senate Chambers 

8:10 PM Board Buses; return to Hotels Capitol North Side 

9:30 - 10:30 PM Lobbyist Hospitality By Invitation Only Plaza A and B 
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SATURDAY, MARCH 17, 2018 
ORANGE LEGISLATURE – LEGISLATIVE ASSISTANTS – GROUP A 

8:00 AM – 8:30 AM Board Buses to Capitol Crowne Lobby 

8:30 - 9:30 AM Breakfast Stratton Cafeteria 

10:05 - 11:20 AM Legislative Session House and Senate Chambers 

11:45 AM - 1:00 PM Judicial Observation Hallway outside Room 212, Capitol 

1:05 PM Lunch Stratton Cafeteria 

2:20- 3:40 PM Tour of State Capitol 
Old State Capitol Meet @ Capitol 
North Entrance 

4:10 - 5:30 PM Forum Round 1 Stratton Board Room 

5:50 – 6:30 PM Dinner Stratton Cafeteria 

6:40 - 7:55 PM Forum Round 2 Stratton Board Room 

8:10 PM Board Buses; return to Hotels Capitol North Side 

ORANGE LEGISLATURE – LEGISLATIVE ASSISTANTS – GROUP B 

8:00 AM – 8:30 AM Board Buses to Capitol Crowne Lobby 

8:30 - 9:30 AM Breakfast Stratton Cafeteria 

10:05 - 11:20 AM Forum Round 1 Stratton Board Room 

11:45 AM - 1:05 PM Tour  
Old State Capitol Meet @ Capitol 
North Entrance 

1:05 PM Lunch Stratton Cafeteria 

2:45 – 4:00 PM Judicial Observation  Hallway outside Room 212, Capitol 

3:50-5:00 PM Legislative Session House and Senate Chambers 

5:50 - 6:30 PM Dinner Stratton Cafeteria 

6:40 - 7:55 PM Forum Round 2 Stratton Board Room 

8:15 PM Board Buses; return to Hotels Capitol North Side 
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Along with this schedule, all attorneys and Clerk-Bailiffs should refer to the Docket 
section of the Billbook for specific times and location of their arguments and courts. 
After 8:30, please refer to the regular Saturday schedule for activities at the 
Crowne. 

SATURDAY, MARCH 17, 2018 
JUDICIAL – ALL ATTORNEYS AND CLERK-BAILIFFS 

6:15 – 7:05 AM Judicial Students Scheduled for Cases at 8:00 AM, 
Board Buses to Stratton Cafeteria for Breakfast Crowne Plaza Main Entrance 

7:10 – 8:00 AM Rest of Judicial Students Board Buses to Stratton 
Cafeteria for Breakfast Crowne Plaza Main Entrance 

7:45 AM – 6:00 PM 
Judicial – Oral Arguments proceeding all day. Please 
refer to Docket for specific courts, teams, and times. 
 

Court Room I Supreme Court 
Court Room II Former 4th 
Appellate Court 
Court Room III Capitol Room 212 
Court Room IV Capitol Room 118 

8:30 AM – 5:00 PM Judicial Participants Planning and Research Helen Radigan Hall, Attorney 
General Bldg. 

10:45 AM – 7:15 PM Cafeteria Open Stratton Cafeteria 

5:00 - 5:45 PM Judicial Dinner Stratton Cafeteria 

5:45 PM Judicial Board bus to return to the Crowne  Capitol North Entrance 

6:15 - 6:30 PM Chief Justice meets with Associate Chief Justices Capital I, Crowne 

6:30 - 8:30 PM Judicial Opinions and Clerk Bailiffs Evaluations Capital I – V, Crowne 

8:30 PM Judicial Coordinators and Chief Justice Review cases 
for Judicial Review Capitol Rooms, 3rd floor 



 

ILLINOIS YMCA YOUTH AND GOVERNMENT  
SPRINGFIELD ASSEMBLY 

TIME ACTIVITY LOCATION 
 

12 
 

Along with this schedule, all Press will be given assignments throughout the day. 
After 8:30, please refer to the regular Saturday schedule for activities at the 
Crowne. 

SATURDAY, MARCH 17, 2018 
NEWSPAPER PRESS 

6:15 – 7:05 AM 
7:10 – 8:00 AM 
8:00 – 8:30 AM 

Newspaper Press Board Buses to Stratton Cafeteria for 
Breakfast Crowne Plaza Main Entrance 

9:00 AM Newspaper Press Staff Meeting Capitol Room 402A 

4:15 – 4:35 PM Executive Director of the Lobbyists, Committee 
Group Leaders and Lobbyists Press Conference  Capitol Room 114 

5:00 PM 2019 Candidates, Video and Newspaper Press as 
assigned Press Conference Capitol Room to be determined 

5:45 PM 
6:15 PM 
6:45 PM 

Newspaper Press and Video Press Board buses to 
return to the Hotels, time depending on assignment. Capitol North Side 

 

VIDEO PRESS 

8:00 – 8:30 AM Video Press Board Buses to Stratton Cafeteria for 
Breakfast Crowne Plaza Main Entrance 

9:30 AM Video Press Meeting Capitol Room 100 

4:15 – 4:35 PM Executive Director of the Lobbyists, Committee 
Group Leaders and Lobbyists Press Conference  Capitol Room 114 

5:00 PM 2019 Candidates, Video and Newspaper Press as 
assigned Press Conference Capitol Room to be determined 

5:45 PM 
6:15 PM 
6:45 PM 

Newspaper Press and Video Press Board buses to 
return to the Hotels, time depending on assignment. Capitol North Side 
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SATURDAY, MARCH 17, 2018 
6:00 – 8:00 AM ILYG "Capital News Update" Newscast Re-broadcast  Hotel rooms 

7:30 AM – 8:00 PM Legislatures and Committees Meet all day refer to 
schedule for assigned color legislature 

House and Senate Chambers, 
Committee Rooms  

7:45 AM – 6:00 PM 

Judicial – Oral Arguments proceeding all day. Please 
refer to Docket for specific courts, teams, and 
times. 
 

Court Room I Supreme Court 
Court Room II Former 4th 
Appellate Court 
Court Room III Capitol Room 212 
Court Room IV Capitol Room 118 

9:00 AM – 7:00 PM Capitol Computer Area Open Capitol -2nd Floor Outside 
Governor’s Office 

9:40 AM Breakfast Line Closes Stratton Cafeteria 

10:00 AM Program Tours for Guest and Observers Governor’s Office 

10:45 AM Lunch Line Opens Stratton Cafeteria 

11:00 AM Program Tours for Guest and Observers Governor’s Office 

1:25 – 2:05 PM Executive Director of the Lobbyist Meeting with 
Governor (if available) Capitol Room 114 

2:00 PM Program Tours for Guest and Observers Governor’s Office 

4:15 – 4:35 PM Executive Director of the Lobbyists, Committee 
Group Leaders and Lobbyists Press Conference  Capitol Room 114 

5:00 PM 2019 Candidates, Video and Newspaper Press as 
assigned Press Conference Capitol Room to be determined 

7:15 PM Stratton Cafeteria Closes 

8:30 - 10:30 PM 

2018 Officers Office Hours 
Governor 
Lt. Governor 
Secretary of State 
Executive Director of Lobbyists 

Springfield, 3rd Fl., Crowne 

8:30 - 10:30 PM Study Room Lincoln Board Room  
Capital I (over flow) 

8:30 - 10:30 PM Saturday Night Fun Fest Crowne Plaza First Floor 

8:30 – 9:00 PM Senior Send-Off Party Plaza A and B 

 Room for eating Plaza E 

9:30 - 10:30 PM Lobbyist Hospitality By Invitation Only Plaza A and B 

11:00 PM Curfew In Hotel Rooms 

11:30 PM ILYG “Capital News Update” Newscast  In Hotel Rooms 
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The first pages of the Saturday Schedule that follow are the individual schedules for each 
Legislature, Blue, Gray, and Orange for Legislators, Lobbyists and Legislative Assistants assigned to 
that color (excluding Administrative Officers, Bill Flow Clerks and Personal Assistants, who all have a 
special schedule). Judicial participants and Press schedules are also provided. Please look for your 
color legislature/role for your schedule for time pertinent to your role.  

The regular schedule for Sunday follows the Orange Legislature schedule. 

SUNDAY, MARCH 18, 2018 
BLUE LEGISLATURE - LEGISLATORS AND LOBBYISTS 

7:30 – 8:00 AM 
Board Buses to Capitol; luggage storage in Sapphire, 
Crowne 

Crowne Lobby 

8:30 - 9:30 AM Breakfast Stratton Cafeteria 

10:00 AM – 12:00 PM  Polls Open for Election of 2019 Officers Capitol, 2nd Fl., North Hallway 

10:10 - 11:20 AM Legislative Session Chambers 

10:30 - 11:30 AM 
Information Meeting regarding 2019-2020 
Elections and Running for Office 

Capitol Room 409 

11:15 AM – 12:15 PM Lobbyists – Mandatory Mock Committee Session  Capitol Room 114 

11:20 AM - 1:20 PM Lunch Stratton Cafeteria 

12:20 PM 

Executive Director of the Lobbyists Meeting If 
schedule permits, the Youth Governor may attend to 
discuss legislation.  Any lobbyist may address 
questions through the Committee Group Leaders. 

Capitol Room 114 

12:35 – 12:55 PM Executive Director of Lobbyists, Committee 
Group Leaders and Lobbyists Press Conference Capitol Room 114 

1:55 – 2:20 PM Lobbyists – Mandatory Summary Writing Meeting Capitol Room 114 

1:30 - 2:30 PM Legislative Session - Legislators and LAs Assigned Chambers 

2:45 PM 
Closing Session Announcements of award winners 
and the 2019 Officers (will be taped and uploaded to 
website) 

Howlett Auditorium 

3:15 Delegations depart for home  
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SUNDAY, MARCH 18, 2018 

BLUE LEGISLATURE – LEGISLATIVE ASSISTANTS (GROUP A AND B) 

7:30 – 8:00 AM 
Board Buses to Capitol; luggage storage in 
Sapphire, Crowne 

Crowne Lobby 

8:30 - 9:30 AM Breakfast Stratton Cafeteria 

10:00 AM – 12:00 PM  Polls Open for Election of 2019 Officers Capitol, 2nd Fl., North Hallway 

10:10 - 11:20 AM LA Mock Committee with LA aligned bills Capitol Room 115 

10:30 - 11:30 AM 
Information Meeting regarding 2019-2020 
Elections and Running for Office Capitol Room 409 

11:20 AM - 12:00 PM Lunch Stratton Cafeteria 

12:00 - 12:40 PM LA Issues Forum (Round 3) Capitol Room 400 

1:30 - 2:30 PM Legislative Session - Legislators and LAs Assigned Chambers 

2:45 PM 

Closing Session Announcements of award 
winners and the 2019 Officers (will be taped and 
uploaded to website) Howlett Auditorium 

3:15 Delegations depart for home 
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SUNDAY, MARCH 18, 2018 

GRAY LEGISLATURE – LEGISLATORS AND LOBBYISTS 

7:00 – 7:30 AM Board Buses; luggage storage in Crowne Crowne Lobby 

8:00 - 9:00 AM Breakfast Stratton Cafeteria 

9:05 - 10:00 AM Legislative Session Assigned Chambers 

10:00 AM – 12:00 PM  Polls Open for Election of 2019 Officers Capitol, 2nd Fl., North Hallway 

10:05 AM - 12:15 PM Lunch Stratton Cafeteria 

10:10 – 11:10 AM Lobbyists – Mandatory Mock Committee Session  Capitol Room 114 

10:30 - 11:30 AM 
Information Meeting regarding 2019-2020 
Elections and Running for Office Capitol Room 409 

12:20 PM 

Executive Director of the Lobbyists Meeting 
If schedule permits, the Youth Governor may 
attend to discuss legislation.  Any lobbyist may 
address questions through the Committee Group 
Leaders. 

Capitol Room 114 

12:35 – 12:55 PM 
Executive Director of Lobbyists, Committee 
Group Leaders and Lobbyists Press 
Conference 

Capitol Room 114 

12:35 - 1:20 PM Legislative Session - Legislators and LAs Assigned Chambers 

1:25 – 1:50 PM Lobbyists – Mandatory Summary Writing Meeting Capitol Room 114 

2:45 PM 
Closing Session Announcements of award 
winners and the 2019 Officers (will be taped 
and uploaded to website) 

Howlett Auditorium 

3:15 Delegations depart for home  
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SUNDAY, MARCH 18, 2018 
GRAY LEGISLATURE – LEGISLATIVE ASSISTANTS (GROUP A AND B) 

7:00 – 7:30 AM Board Buses; luggage storage in Sapphire, Crowne Crowne Lobby 

8:00 - 9:00 AM Breakfast Stratton Cafeteria 

9:05 - 10:00 AM LA Mock Committee with LA aligned bills Capitol Room 115 

10:00 AM – 12:00 PM  Polls Open for Election of 2019 Officers Capitol, 2nd Fl., North Hallway 

10:05 AM - 12:15 PM Lunch Stratton Cafeteria 

10:30 - 11:30 AM 
Information Meeting regarding 2019-2020 
Elections and Running for Office Capitol Room 409 

12:35 - 1:20 PM Legislative Session - Legislators and LAs Assigned Chambers 

1:40 - 2:20 PM LA Issues Forum (Round 3) Capitol Room 400 

2:45 PM 

Closing Session Announcements of award winners 
and the 2019 Officers (will be taped and uploaded to 
website) Howlett Auditorium 

3:15 Delegations depart for home 
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SUNDAY, MARCH 18, 2018 

ORANGE LEGISLATURE – LEGISLATORS AND LOBBYISTS 

6:30 – 7:00 AM 
Board Buses to Capitol; luggage storage in 
Sapphire, Crowne Crowne Lobby 

7:00 - 7:55 AM Breakfast Stratton Cafeteria 

8:00 - 8:55 AM Legislative Session Assigned Chambers 

9:05 – 10:00 AM Lobbyists – Mandatory Mock Committee Session Capitol Room 114 

10:00 AM – 12:00 PM  Polls Open for Election of 2019 Officers Capitol, 2nd Fl., North Hallway 

10:30 - 11:30 AM 
Information Meeting regarding 2019-2020 
Elections and Running for Office Capitol Room 409 

11:30 AM - 12:25 PM Legislative Session - Legislators and LAs Assigned Chambers 

12:25 PM Lunch Stratton Cafeteria 

12:20 PM 

Executive Director of the Lobbyists Meeting If 
schedule permits, the Youth Governor may attend 
to discuss legislation.  Any lobbyist may address 
questions through the Committee Group Leaders. 

Capitol Room 114 

12:35 – 12:55 PM Executive Director of Lobbyists, Committee 
Group Leaders and Lobbyists Press Conference Capitol Room 114 

12:55 – 1:20 PM Lobbyists – Mandatory Summary Writing Meeting Capitol Room 114 

2:45 PM 
Closing Session Announcements of award winners 
and the 2019 Officers (will be taped and uploaded 
to website) 

Howlett Auditorium 

3:15 Delegations depart for home  
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SUNDAY, MARCH 18, 2018 

ORANGE LEGISLATURE – LEGISLATIVE ASSISTANTS (GROUP A AND B) 

6:30 – 7:00 AM 
Board Buses to Capitol; luggage storage in Sapphire, 
Crowne Crowne Lobby 

7:00 - 7:55 AM Breakfast Stratton Cafeteria 

8:00 - 8:55 AM LA Mock Committee with LA aligned bills Capitol Room 115 

10:00 AM – 12:00 PM  Polls Open for Election of 2019 Officers Capitol, 2nd Fl., North Hallway 

10:30 - 11:30 AM 
Information Meeting regarding 2019-2020 
Elections and Running for Office Capitol Room 409 

11:30 AM - 12:25 PM Legislative Session - Legislators and LAs Assigned Chambers 

12:25 PM Lunch Stratton Cafeteria 

12:50 - 1:30 PM LA Issues Forum (Round 3)  Capitol Room 400 

2:45 PM 

Closing Session Announcements of award winners 
and the 2019 Officers (will be taped and uploaded to 
website) Howlett Auditorium 

3:15 Delegations depart for home 
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SUNDAY, MARCH 18, 2018 
JUDICIAL – ALL ATTORNEYS AND CLERK-BAILIFFS 

7:30 – 8:00 AM Board Buses to Stratton Cafeteria for Breakfast; luggage 
in Sapphire, Crowne Crowne Plaza Main Entrance 

8:00 – 8:45 AM Judicial Breakfast Stratton Cafeteria 

9:00 – 10:30 AM All Attorneys and Clerk-Bailiffs Prepare for Judicial 
Review Capitol Room 212 

10:00 AM – 12:00 PM  Polls Open for Election of 2019 Officers Capitol, 2nd Fl., North Hallway 

10:30 – 11:30 AM Information Meeting regarding 2019-2020 Elections 
and Running for Office Capitol Room 400 

10:30 – 11:30 AM Judicial Lunch Stratton Cafeteria 

11:30 AM – 12:45 PM Judicial Christopher A MacDonald Celebratory 
Thunderdome Capitol Room 212 

12:45 – 2:00 PM Judicial Review Capitol Room 212 

2:00 – 2:30 PM Judicial Awards Capitol Room 212 

2:45 PM Closing Session Announcements of award winners and 
the 2019 Officers (will be taped and uploaded to website) Howlett Auditorium 

3:15 Delegations depart for home  
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Along with this schedule, all Press will be given assignments throughout the day. 
Also please refer to the regular Sunday schedule. 

SUNDAY, MARCH 18, 2018 
NEWSPAPER PRESS 

6:15 – 7:05 AM 
7:10 – 8:00 AM 

Newspaper Press Board Buses to Stratton Cafeteria for 
Breakfast; Luggage storage in Sapphire, Crowne Crowne Plaza Main Entrance 

9:30 AM Newspaper Press Staff Meeting Capitol Room 402A 

10:00 AM – 12:00 PM  Polls Open for Election of 2019 Officers Capitol, 2nd Fl., North Hallway 

10:30 – 11:30 AM Information Meeting regarding 2019-2020 Elections and 
Running for Office Capitol Room 400 

12:35 – 12:55 PM Executive Director of Lobbyists, Committee Group 
Leaders and Lobbyists Press Conference Capitol Room 114 

2:45 PM Closing Session Announcements of award winners and 
the 2019 Officers (will be taped and uploaded to website) Howlett Auditorium 

3:15 Delegations depart for home  

 

VIDEO PRESS 

7:30 – 8:00 AM Video Press Board Buses to Stratton Cafeteria for 
Breakfast; luggage storage in Sapphire, Crowne Crowne Plaza Main Entrance 

9:00 AM All Video Press Meeting Room 100 

10:00 AM – 12:00 PM  Polls Open for Election of 2019 Officers Capitol, 2nd Fl., North Hallway 

10:30 – 11:30 AM Information Meeting regarding 2019-2020 Elections and 
Running for Office Capitol Room 400 

12:35 – 12:55 PM Executive Director of Lobbyists, Committee Group 
Leaders and Lobbyists Press Conference Capitol Room 114 

2:45 PM Closing Session Announcements of award winners and 
the 2019 Officers (will be taped and uploaded to website) Howlett Auditorium 

3:15 Delegations depart for home  
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SUNDAY, MARCH 18, 2018 

6:00 – 8:00 AM ILYG "Capital News Update" Newscast Re-
broadcast Hotel Channel  

6:00 AM - 3:30 PM Luggage Storage Sapphire, 2nd Fl., Crowne 

7:30 – 8:00 AM Last Shuttle to Capitol Board Buses to Stratton 
Cafeteria for Breakfast Crowne Plaza Main Entrance 

6:30 – 8:30 AM Advisor Appreciation Breakfast Ruby 

8:00 AM Lobbyist Headquarters Opens Capitol Room 114 

8:00 – 11:00 AM Capitol Computer Area Open Capitol, 2nd Floor Outside Gov. Office 

10:00 AM – 12:00 PM  Polls Open for Election of 2019 Officers Capitol, 2nd Fl., North Hallway 

10:30 – 11:30 AM Prospective Candidates for next year Information 
session Capitol Room 400 

11:30 AM – 12:45 PM Judicial Christopher A MacDonald Celebratory 
Thunderdome Capitol Room 212 

12:35 – 12:55 PM Executive Director of Lobbyists, Committee 
Group Leaders and Lobbyists Press Conference Capitol Room 114 

12:45 – 2:00 PM Judicial Review Capitol Room 212 

2:00 – 2:30 PM Judicial Awards Capitol Room 212 

2:00 PM Stratton Cafeteria closes  

2:20 – 3:15 PM Chamber/Governor’s Office/Capitol Cleanup Capitol 

2:45 PM 
Closing Session Announcements of award winners 
and the 2019 Officers (will be taped and uploaded to 
website) 

Howlett Auditorium 

3:15 Delegations depart for home  

 
THANK YOU EVERYONE! HAVE A SAFE TRIP HOME AND SEE YOU NEXT YEAR AT THE 70TH 

ANNUAL ILLINOIS YMCA YOUTH AND GOVERNMENT ASSEMBLY 
March 15-17, 2019! 



ILLINOIS YMCA YOUTH AND GOVERNMENT
SPRINGFIELD ASSEMBLY 

 

PARLIAMENTARY PROCEDURE TABLE FOR 
ORDER OF PRECEDENCE OF MOTIONS 

 

Vote 
Required 

Debatable Amendable May Interrupt 
a Speaker 

May be 
Reconsidered 

1.  PRIVILEGED MOTIONS:  
a.  Time to adjourn Majority No Yes No No 
b.  Adjourn Majority No No No No 
c.  Recess Majority No Yes No  No 
d.  Questions of Privilege Chair No No Yes No 
 
2.  INCIDENTAL MOTIONS:  

a.  Point of Order Chair No No Yes No 
b.  Div. Of Assembly Majority No No Yes No 
c.  Div. Of Questions Majority No Yes No No 
d.  Appeal from Decision of 
 Chair * 

Majority Yes No Yes Yes 

e.  Object to Consideration 2/3 No No Yes No 
f.  Withdraw Motion Majority No No No No 
g.  Suspend Rules 2/3 No No No No 
 
3.  SUBSIDIARY MOTIONS:  

a.  Lay on Table Majority No No No No 
b.  Move Previous Question 2/3 No No No Yes 
c.  Limit/Extend Debate 2/3 No Yes No Yes 
d.  Postpone to Definite Time Majority Yes Yes No Yes 
e.  Refer to Committee Majority Yes Yes No Yes 
f.  Amend Majority Yes Yes No Yes 
g.  Postpone indefinitely Majority Yes No No Yes 
 
4.  MAIN MOTIONS:  

a.  Main Motion Majority Yes Yes No Yes 
b.  Reconsider Majority Yes No Yes No 
c.  Rescind Majority Yes Yes No Yes 
d.  Remove from Table Majority No No No No 
 
* Requires 4 Seconds      
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ILLINOIS YMCA YOUTH AND GOVERNMENT 
1315 Butterfield Road, Suite 218, Downers Grove, IL 60515 
(P) 630 833 9622 (F) 630 833 0022

THANK YOU! 

Thank you to all our Board Members, Advisors, Coordinators, Delegates, Parents, Donors, 
and the countless other people who make Illinois YMCA Youth and Government possible. It 
can’t be done without you! 

Illinois YMCA Youth and Government extends a special thank you to the following: 

For the Use of the Governor’s Offices 
The Honorable Bruce Rauner 

Governor 

For Support of our Judicial Program 
The Honorable Lloyd Karmeier 

Chief Justice of the Illinois Supreme Court 

For the Use of the Capitol Building and 
the Stratton Building 

The Honorable Jesse White 
Secretary of State 

For the Use of the Supreme Court and 
the Former Fourth Appellate Court 

Jim Cimarossa 
Marshal 

For the Use of the Senate Chambers, 
Gallery and Committee Rooms 
The Honorable John J. Cullerton 

President of the Senate 

For Use of the Attorney General Building 
The Honorable Lisa Madigan 

Attorney General 

For the Use of the House Chambers, 
Gallery and Committee Rooms 

The Honorable Michael J. Madigan 
Speaker of the House 

For Use of Material from the ISBA Mock 
Trial Handbook 

The Illinois Bar Association 

For Cover Photography 
Emily Heinrich 
Pete Heinrich 

FOLLOW US! 
 Youth and Government Social Media 

Facebook:  www.facebook.com/illinoisyg 
Instagram: @illinoisyg 
Twitter:  twitter.com/illinoisyg 
Website:  ilymcayg.org 
Newspaper:  http://observer.ilymcayg.org 
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