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ILLINOIS YMCA YOUTH AND GOVERNMENT 
SPRINGFIELD ASSEMBLY 

DEDICATION 

The following individuals are the newest class of Illinois YMCA 
Youth and Government’s Hall of Fame. Jean Tello, through her many 
years as an advisor at Almos Alonzo Stagg High School and serving 
on our Board of Directors; and Keith Anderson, through his years as 
a participant and serving as 1975 Youth Governor, to being an 
integral part of the Board of Directors and guiding the program 
through transitions - have given so much of themselves to this 
program.  With much appreciation and thanks, this billbook is 
dedicated to them. 

Keith Anderson Jean Tello 
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RI-56 H-B-01

SSTATE OF ILLINOIS 

Sixty-Eighth Session 
Illinois Youth Legislature 

Introduced by:  Referred to Committee:  Blue 1  

Senate Sponsor: Nathan Ashta  

House Sponsor: Utkarsh Awasthi  

Co-Sponsors: Michelle Liu, Archit Dhar  

Delegation: Neuqua Valley High School 

A BILL 

For an Act Amending, of the Illinois Constitution, relating to Special Districts. 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE YMCA YOUTH LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ILLINOIS. 

Section I. This bill mandates that all special districts no longer act independently and are 1 
now consolidated under the jurisdiction of their respective counties by their services. 2 

Section II. Special districts which were previously separate jurisdictions are consolidated 3 
down to the county government. This bill in effect removes all special districts and 4 
recreates them under the county government, eliminating the special districts as a separate 5 
governmental organization. These newly created special districts are now considered 6 
specific departments of the county government. These departments have officials that are 7 
either elected or appointed by the county board. These departments maintain the same 8 
power the special districts once held under the name of the county. 9 

Section III. The county now has the power to levy taxes that were once previously levied by 10
the special district. The upper limit of the tax percentage that can be levied by the county 11
government is now 25 percent of the property taxes levied upon a community in that 12
county. Each respective county will have the authority to enforce this bill; violations will 13
also be handled by the county. Each county board has the authority to distribute the money 14
received by taxes to each department. This bill will not require funding. 15

Section IV. Currently existing “Airport Authority” districts, “Fire Protection” districts, and 16
“Police Protection” districts will not be affected by this bill. 17

Section V. This Bill shall go into effect on January 1, 2018 upon the signature of the Youth 18
Governor of the State of Illinois. 19
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H-B-01 
 

LLOBBYIST POSITION PAPER 
 
Lobbyist Name: Kevin Sciackitano  

Delegation: Neuqua Valley High School  

Aligned with Preliminary Bill #:  

 
I encourage the YMCA Youth Legislature to pass a bill through the Illinois legislature that 

consolidates independent governing bodies known as “special districts” into existing local 

governments. 

 
The citizens of Illinois are trapped inside a messily constructed conglomerate of municipalities, 

county governments, and state regulations. Illinois already has  the  most local governments of any 

state in the union, and one type of independent government is exacerbating the problem of 

and presenting dangerous risks to democratic principles along the way. The 

is a type of local government that controls a specific service to the 

and taxes the surrounding area to fund themselves. A typical special district would 

have a single, specific job. Tasks such as maintaining the water service, running a local park system, 

or caring for a cemetery are common for special districts. 

 
They seem harmless enough, but Illinois contains over 3,000 of these special districts! The Illinois 

Commission on Intergovernmental Cooperation has admitted the  state government has  no  clear  

idea of how these offices are running or even how many there are in the state. There  are essentially 

thousands of unregulated groups taxing the populace with no accountability. Most of the 

chairpersons of special districts are not elected, and some even are chosen by not 

the people or their elected representatives. The realization that there are unelected officials taxing 

you should be a frightening one. Even if is still the 

problem of an overcomplicated system that burdens the taxpayer with confusing responsibilities. 

Taxes are already an overwhelming task for most people, and special districts just add to the 

bewilderment. 

 
The Illinois Legislature should make our government more transparent and accountable, and simplify 

the tax code for our citizens by enacting would absorb these special districts into their 

respective elected county governments, making government smaller, streamlined, and more 

democratic. 

 
 Summary: I will support any legislation that regulates and consolidates special districts to provide 

efficiency and honesty to local government. 

Blue - 3



RI-26  H-B-02  

SSTATE OF ILLINOIS 

Sixty-Eighth Session 
Illinois Youth Legislature 

 

Introduced by: RReferred to Committee:  Blue 1 

Senate Sponsor: Jack Slade 

House Sponsor: Jacob Matson   

Co-Sponsors: Aaron Sabal, Jack O’Brien 

Delegation:  Lake Park   

A BILL 

For an Act Amending Chapter 110, Section 805, Article VI of the Illinois Compiled Statutes, 
relating to no cost Junior College education. 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE YMCA YOUTH LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ILLINOIS. 

Section I. Under this law, in state two year college will be free of tuition for residents of the 1 
state who have lived in the state borders for at least 12 consecutive months prior to 2 
applying, filed Illinois income taxes for the previous year and make $65,000 or less 3 
annually.  4 

Section II. Students are subject to the loss of their free tuition. If they do not maintain a 5 
GPA of at least a 3.0 while attending they will be forced to drop out or pay full tuition. If a 6 
student attending commits any misdemeanors they will lose their tuition. Students are 7 
expected to get an education and better themselves.  To ensure that students maintain the 8 
requirements for the tuition waiver, a college counselor at the student’s junior college will 9 
enforce the academic requirements. To ensure that the junior colleges are participating in 10
the program, a task force from the Board of Education will be created. 11

Section III. A three percent increase in property tax will be installed across all economic 12
brackets. All two point four million dollars of this will go into a trust along with five percent 13
from the Illinois lottery which would be around one-hundred million.  Also, there will be a 14
ten percent tax on all revenue from public four year universities. The trust cannot be 15
touched or used for any other purpose but the payment of the junior college tuition. Private 16
donations will be accepted and put in this trust. 17

Section IV. This Bill shall go into effect on January 1st, 2018 upon the signature of the 18
Youth Governor of the State of Illinois. 19
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H-B-02  

 
LOBBYIST POSITION PAPER 

 
 
Lobbyist Name: Alex Huang        

Delegation: Lake Park High School       

Aligned with Preliminary Bill #:  RI-26 

 

I encourage the YMCA Youth Legislature to pass a bill that advocates for obtainable higher education. 

Everyone has a right to an education. In the modern world, however, college tuitions have been steadily 

rising. There are brilliant minds that are severely restricted by economic disadvantages. Even though this 

bill will initially raise taxes, the long term benefits will increase the standard of living. Student loans 

currently prevent many of the enrolled populous and graduates from entering the elite workforce. No 

cost two-year colleges will also decrease the risks of reduced chances of home ownership, marriage, and 

accumulation of wealth that comes with student loans. 

While there are no American states with tuition-free junior college legislation, countries such as Finland, 

Denmark, Ireland, Iceland, Norway, and Germany have tuition-free educational establishments. According 

to an article by CNN Money, American born Chelsea Workman, Hunter Newsome, and Hannah Remo all 

enrolled into free European colleges in order to save large sums of money. Chelsea Workman, for 

example, paid an initial tuition of $440 per year (before Germany made tuition free) compared to the 

American costs provided by Collegedata of $32,405 for private colleges, $23,893 for out-of-state 

colleges, and $9,410 for in-state colleges. Obviously, this data is for four-year college but the idea of 

free higher education is attractive and will lead to a more educated society. 

Tuition-free junior college would provide a number of benefits to society. An increase in accessible 

education will allow more people to start advanced careers and therefore contribute more to the 

economy. This legislation will cause a decrease in student loans which will lead to a better start of 

independent life for young adults and fresh graduates without the burden of loans. 

Summary:  I will support all legislation that promotes accessible education.    
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RI-09 H-B-03 

  

STATE OF ILLINOIS 

Sixty-Eighth Session 
Illinois Youth Legislature 

 

Introduced by:  Referred to Committee:  Blue 1  

Senate Sponsor: Sarah Herring  

House Sponsor: Victoria Villanueva  

Co-Sponsors:        

Delegation:  Carmel Catholic 

 

A BILL 

For an Act Amending Article IV, Section II, of the Illinois Constitution, relating to Term 
Limits. 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE YMCA YOUTH LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ILLINOIS. 

Section I. All members of the General Assembly serving in the State of Illinois cannot hold 1 
office for more than eight years. 2 

Section II. For members of the General Assembly that have already been elected, before the 3 
amendment passes, and have already served more than eight years, will not be able to run 4 
office again once the session ends.   5 

Section III. Each member will be able to hold office for eight years either consecutively or 6 
nonconsecutively. 7 

Section IV. These term limits shall be enforced by the Illinois State Board of Elections. 8 

Section V. This Bill shall go into effect on January 1, 2018 upon the signature of the Youth 9 
Governor of the State of Illinois. 10
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RI-34 H-B-04 

SSTATE OF ILLINOIS 

Sixty-Eighth Session 
Illinois Youth Legislature 

Introduced by:  Referred to Committee: Blue 1  

Senate Sponsor: Hannah Roen 

House Sponsor:       Robert Finch                 

Co-Sponsors:      Adam Coyner,  Alejandra Garcia          

Delegation:         Metea Valley High School      

A Bill 

For an Act amending section 410 ILCS 625/0.01 of the Illinois Compiled Statutes relating to 
Food inspection. 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE YMCA YOUTH LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ILLINOIS. 

 Section I. The Public Health Law is to be amended as follows: 1. There will be a   system 1 
for grading food service establishments, including temporary food service   establishments, 2 
mobile food service establishments, pushcarts that are located       within state boundaries, 3 
privately or publically owned facilities such as theatres, stadiums, arenas, racetracks, 4 
museums, amusement park, other places that serve  food with entertainment, concerts, 5 
exhibits, athletic games, contests, anywhere     that has an entry fee and provides food, or 6 
anywhere that sells food. 7 

 Section II. The state shall establish a regulatory system for grading and           8 
determining quality for inspections. The commissioner shall establish this system in regards 9 
to any entertainment food service establishments. This system will use alphabetical grading 10
letters: A, B, C, D, and F in order to signify the quality of such establishments. With any 11
grades resulting under the letter C, the place of   establishment will be granted a failing 12
grade. In order to fully qualify and      effectively regulate the system, the commissioner 13
shall take into account all  aspects of food sanitation regulations. The fully enforced 14
grading system shall    attempt to ensure and reflect the sanitation and safety of the 15
establishment aswell as food handling and safety acts to ensure compliance and 16
effectiveness of state and local law. 17

 Section III. The establishment shall place their grade on the front window within   range of 18
vision of all incoming customers, either at the front of the establishment or at the area of 19
sale. This grade must be given by the qualified and assigned  health inspector of said 20
establishment, as well as it must be the most recent  grade assigned by the responsible 21
officer. This posting will be done in accordance   with rules as well as regulations assigned  22
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RI-34 H-B-04 

by the commissioner. If an establishment based off of entertainment in the food industry 23
receives a gradelower than an “A”, the responsible inspector shall inform the person in 24
charge of  the establishment as well as must conduct a second visit no sooner than 7 days,  25
but no later than 21 days after the initial inspection. In the time between the initial and 26
latter inspection, the original grade shall remain posted at the area of entry or sale. In 27
conclusion of both inspections, the party who is responsible for the grading of the 28
establishment will provide the owner with both the grade of the establishment, as well as 29
the reasoning for said grade. The establishment under inspection may appeal the grade 30
given by the responsible party for inspecting within the time period of 30 days. This appeal 31
shall be handled by the commissioner within this time period. During any pending appeal, 32
the establishment must maintain the posting of the grade to which they are appealing. This 33
system shall be enforced by the Illinois department of public health. 34

Section IV. The suggested time period for which regularly inspections by the Illinois 35
department of public health should take 39 place may be as follows: 36

(A) Establishments that were graded an A must be inspected once every year 37

(B) Establishments that were graded a B must be inspected every 9 months 38

(C) Establishments with the grade of C must be inspected every 3 months 39

 An establishment that requests a subsequent inspection from the local health    officer 40
shall pay the department a penalty fee of up to two hundred and fifty dollars.      However, 41
this subdivision does not mean that a local health officer is responsible for a subsequent 42
inspection on the basis of a complaint from a member of the public. To clarify, health 43
inspectors are already having to go to these restaurants for inspections and people are 44
receiving certificates, this is just a modification to the certificate, so no extra funding is 45
needed.  46

Section V. This Bill shall go into effect June 30, 2017 after the signature of the Youth 47
Governor of the State of Illinois.  48
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RII-08 H-B-05 

 

SSTATE OF ILLINOIS 

Sixty-Eighth Session 
Illinois Youth Legislature 

 

Introduced by:  Referred to Committee:  Blue 2  

Senate Sponsor: Jarrod Knapper  

House Sponsor: Parker Modglin  

Co-Sponsors: Matthew Januski, Grace Pallisard  

Delegation:  Bradley Bourbonnais 

 

A BILL 

For an Act creating Chapter 105 Section 25b, of the Illinois Compiled Statutes, relating to 
grading policies. 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE YMCA YOUTH LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ILLINOIS. 

Section I. All public high schools in the state of Illinois will adhere to and adopt the uniform 1 
grading policy that the Illinois State Board of Education, or ISBE, creates and enforces. 2 

Section II. The policy to be set up and enforced by the ISBE is made up of three major 3 
components: grading scale, what accounts for the grade, and reassessment. 4 

Section III. The grading scale will go by the following percentages: 0-59.49% will be an F. 5 
59.5-69.49% will be a D. 69.5-79.49% will be a C. 79.5-89.49% will be a B. 89.5-100% will 6 
be an A.  7 

Section IV. Plusses (+) and minuses (-) will no longer be applied to or used for grades. 8 

Section V. Students’ grades will consist of two components. Tests, or “summative 9 
assessments,” which will account for 75% of the student’s total grade. Homework and other 10
assignments, or “practice,” will account for the remaining 25% of the student’s total grade. 11

Section VI. Students will take a final in each class at the end of each grading period. The 12
final will hold the weight of two summative assessments in that section of the total grade.  13

Blue - 9



Section VII. Students will be given the opportunity to reassess summative assessments. 14
Each student will only be entitled to have half of the opportunities to reassess as there are 15
summative assessments. No assessment can be reassessed more than once.  16

Section VIII. Once the test is returned to the student, they have a ten-day window to 17
complete the reassessment. The reassessment can be the entirety or specific components 18
of the summative assessment.  19

Section IX. The reassessment is not to be an exact copy of the original. Teachers or 20
departments will be responsible for creating a similar, yet new version of the assessment. 21

Section X. AP courses will be allowed a grading curve of 15 percentage points. Teachers will 22
apply the full grading curve not to exceed 100 percent. 23

Section XI. This Bill shall go into effect on August 1, 2017 upon the signature of the Youth 24
Governor of the State of Illinois. 25
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H-B-05 

LLOBBYIST POSITION PAPER 
 
 
Lobbyist Name: Kevin O’Gorman        

Delegation: Bradley Bourbonnais Community High School       

Aligned with Preliminary Bill #:         RII-08 

 

I encourage the YMCA Youth Legislature to pass bill RII-08, making all grading scales and policies 

unifiform across public high schools in the state of Illinois.  

The wide array of grading systems used throughout Illinois’ public schools has only caused 

confusion in students and parents as well as an uneven college application field. Public high schools 

today are available to choose any policy they like, with percentages not earning similar grades in 

different school districts. This lack of standardization can only harm a student’s chances, if they 

receive a ‘B’ for a 90% in a class whereas another student earns an ‘A’ for the same percentage, 

the student is subject to a potential drop in GPA, and losses of thousands of scholarship dollars. 

The policy proposed would not only maintain percentage based grading, but allow opportunities for 

struggling students, with reassessments of final tests being available. These examples show a way 

out of the current trend we are in, giving students a fair and comprehensive system to keep college 

competitive. 

Summary:   I support bill RII-08 due to its focus on fair educational reform and the standernized 

grading that must be present in our public high schools. 
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RI-10 H-B-06 

  

STATE OF ILLINOIS 

Sixty-Eighth Session 
Illinois Youth Legislature 

 

Introduced by:  Referred to Committee:  Blue 2  

Senate Sponsor: Justin Winters  

House Sponsor: Zach Friese  

Co-Sponsors: David Stull  

Delegation:  Carmel Catholic 

 

A BILL 

For an Act Amending Article IV, Section XII, of the Illinois Constitution, relating to the state 
budget and payment of the Assembly of the Illinois Legislature. 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE YMCA YOUTH LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ILLINOIS. 

Section I. Article IV Section 11 Part A shall read “a. A member shall receive a salary and 1 
allowances as provided by law, but changes in the salary of a member shall not take effect 2 
during the term for which he has been elected unless a balanced budget or surplus has been 3 
met.” 4 

Section II. Article IV Section 11 Part shall read “b. A member shall receive a salary and 5 
allowances if the state budget is balanced or there is a surplus. If the state budget is run at 6 
a deficit, Illinois General Assembly pay is cut completely until the budget is balanced or a 7 
surplus is reached.” 8 

Section III. No funding is required for the operation of this amendment. 9 

Section IV. This amendment will be enforced by the Illinois Comptroller by requirement. 10

Section IV. This Bill shall go into effect on January 1, 2018 upon the signature of the Youth 11
Governor of the State of Illinois. 12
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RI-57 H-B-07 

SSTATE OF ILLINOIS 

Sixty-Eighth Session 
Illinois Youth Legislature 

 

Introduced by:  Referred to Committee:  Blue 2  

Senate Sponsor: Andy Song  

House Sponsor: Thadeus J. Obora  

Co-Sponsors: Roshini Balasubramanian  

Delegation:  Neuqua Valley 

A BILL 

For an Act Amending Chapter 725, Article 5, Section 113-3, of the Illinois 
Compiled Statutes, relating to funding and creation of an Office for Indigent Legal Sevices. 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE YMCA YOUTH LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ILLINOIS. 

Section I. This bill will create the Illinois Office for Indigent Legal Services, as well as 1 
increase the funding of statewide public defenders. This bill will also incorporate the current 2 
Office of State Appellate Defender, which works only with appeals cases, into the new 3 
Office of Indigent Legal Defense, which will oversee indigent legal defense for all cases, 4 
both for lower courts as well as appellate cases.  5 

Section II. The creation of a statewide office for indigent legal services will allow the state 6 
to regulate and communicate with the entirety of the public defender system of the state of 7 
Illinois. In addition, this bill will provide for an increase in the funding allocated to the state 8 
public defense office.  9 

Section III. The appropriations for this bill will total $74,000,000. This includes the current 10
budget of $21,780,211 from the current Office of State Appellate Defender.  11

Section IV. The funding for this bill will be derived from the accumulation of a multitude of 12
increases in taxation on vices such as legal gambling, alcohol, and tobacco, as well as an 13
increase of payroll and employment taxes on Illinois law firms that employ greater than 14
fifteen attorneys. The taxes on each of the vice products are as follows: $2.42 Tobacco, 15
$9.02 Liquor, $1.52 Wine, $0.34 Beer. The admissions tax for legal casinos will be 16
increased to $3.50. In addition, there will be an increase of 0.3% on payroll and 17
employment taxes for Illinois law firms. 18

Section V. This Bill shall go into effect on May 4, 2017 upon the signature of the Youth 19
Governor of the State of Illinois. 20
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RI-35  H-B-08 

SSTATE OF ILLINOIS 

Sixty-Eighth Session 
Illinois Youth Legislature 

 

Introduced by: RReferred to Committee:  Blue 2 

Senate Sponsor: Nathaniel Kiefer 

House Sponsor: Delaney Biegelmann 

Co-Sponsors: Darby Sherwood 

Delegation:  Metea Valley High School 

 

A BILL 

For an Act Amending chapter 105 Section 5/27-6, of the Illinois Compiled Statutes, relating to 
Physical Education. 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE YMCA YOUTH LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ILLINOIS. 

Section I. This bill will be referred to as the “AP Athlete” 1 

Section II. This bill will remove the requirement of physical education courses to graduate from 2 
secondary school, creating a section “D”. Section “D” will read as follows. 3 

Section III. All Illinois high schools and high school districts shall adopt a policy that requires 3 4 
semesters of physical education and 1 semester of health to earn a high school diploma. This policy 5 
shall replace the policy that mandates more than 3 semesters of physical education and 1 semester 6 
of health as a graduation requirement. Schools must also give students the opportunity to enroll in 7 
an additional 4 semesters of physical education at the student’s discretion.  8 

Section IV. This bill shall be enforced by the Illinois State Board of Education through the use of 9 
hearings when a violation is reported by a student. If found in violation of this bill, the offending 10
district shall adopt a proper policy within 6 months of the final hearing. If still in violation after the 11
6 month period, state funding for that district shall be reduced by 5% per year until the policy is 12
corrected. 13

Section V. This Bill shall go into effect on June 30th, 2017 upon the signature of the Youth 14
Governor of the State of Illinois. 15
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STATE OF ILLINOIS 

Sixty-Eighth Session 
Illinois Youth Legislature 

 

Introduced by:  Referred to Committee:  Blue 3  

Senate Sponsor: Nicholas Blanchette  

House Sponsor: Blake Bradley  

Co-Sponsors: Nathan Blanchette, Hana Inman 

 

Delegation:  Bradley-Bourbonnais Community High School 

 

A BILL 

For an Act ammending Article 105, Chapter 122, Section 9, of the Illinois Compiled Statutes
, relating to Sex Education. 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE YMCA YOUTH LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ILLINOIS. 

Section I. All public Illinois high schools will be mandated to participate in a new program 1 
known as the School Condom Availability Program.  2 

Section II. This program provides contraception in the form of a male condom to all 3 
students enrolled in a health class or equivalent. 4 

Section III. During all school hours, school nurses and all health personnel are required to 5 
provide condoms to students at their request.  6 

Section IV. At New Student Registration, a legal parent or guardian will be required to sign 7 
a legal waiver authorizing the school to distribute contraceptives to their children 8 
throughout the duration of high school. If parent or legal guardian denies consent for their 9 
child, the student will be denied contraception until they are of legal age of consent in 10
Illinois.  11

Section V. All information regarding the student’s participation in this program shall remain 12
strictly confidential. Only the student and health personnel member can be privy to the 13
student’s procurement of the contraceptives.  14
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Section VI. To provide funding for this new program, Illinois public high schools are 15
recommended to add a specific fee of Five (5) US Dollars at registration for student’s 16
participation in the School Condom Availability Program. If high schools choose not to raise 17
registration fees, it will become the school’s responsibility to procure funding for this 18
program. 19

Section VII. If any Illinois public school refuses to participate in the School Condom 20
Availability Program, the school will receive a fine equivalent to a 5% reduction in their 21
state provided funding. This fining process will be overseen by the Illinois School Board of 22
Education (ISBE) 23

Section VIII. This Bill shall go into effect on January 1st, 2018 upon the signature of the 24
Youth Governor of the State of Illinois. 25
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LLOBBYIST POSITION PAPER 
 
Lobbyist Name:    TJ Keast          

Delegation:    Bradley-Bourbonnais Community High School      

Aligned with Preliminary Bill #:  RII-09 

 
I encourage the YMCA Youth and Government to pass a bill that mandates all Illinois public schools 
to participate in a program know as the School Condom Availability Program. 

According to statistics by the Resource Center for Adolescent Pregnancy Prevention over 60 
percent of all high school students will be or are sexually active by their senior year. Of that 
percentage only a mere 13 percent have claimed to use some type of contraceptive. Without some 
form of contraceptive the participants are left vulnerable to pregnancy or sexually transmitted 
diseases. 

The bill that I support, RII-09, will bring protection to students, whom are enrolled into the School 
Condom Availability Program, against unwanted pregnancy and sexually transmitted diseases. 
Allowing students to receive contraceptives, in the form of the male condom, from the school will 
help increase the amount of students whom practice safer sex; while decreasing the chances of 
becoming pregnant by 98 percent and/or receiving STDs (sexually transmitted diseases). 

This bill will mandate all Illinois public schools to be required to distribute male condoms to any/all 

students whom have been enrolled in the School Condom Availability Program. Students, whom are 

enrolled in the program, will be able to receive male condoms during any period of the school day 
from the school nurse and all health personnel. To be enrolled in this program, the student’s legal 

guardian must sign a legal waiver authorizing the school to distribute the contraceptive to their 

student. Any public school in Illinois that does not participate in the program will receive a 5 
percent reduction in their state provided funding.  

Summary:   Enacting the School Condom Availability Program in public high schools will greatly 

assist in the promotion and practice of safer sex among teenagers. 
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SSTATE OF ILLINOIS 

Sixty-Eighth Session 
Illinois Youth Legislature 

Introduced by:  Referred to Committee:  Blue 3  

Senate Sponsor: Rishi Patel  

House Sponsor: Tom Spencer  

Co-Sponsors: Joey Laria and Sam Burke 

Delegation: Lake Park High School 

A BILL 

For an Act Ammending Chapter 5 Section 119 , of the Illinois Compiled Statutes, relating to 
execution of sentence. 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE YMCA YOUTH LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ILLINOIS. 

Section I. This bill will reintroduce capital punishment into the Illinois prison system and as 1 
a potential sentence in Illinois courts. In order for a defendant to be sentenced with capital 2 
punishment there must be overwhelming scientific evidence against the defendant or a 3 
confession from the defendant. The defendant must also be of eighteen years of age or 4 
older and have committed a class X felony. The execution will be carried out two weeks 5 
after the sentencing of the individual under investigation. Convicted criminals who are 6 
already in prison or have been convicted of a crime before the date this bill will go into 7 
effect are not eligible for capital punishment.  8 

Section II. If prison officials refuse to carry out their elective duty then they will be relieved 9 
of their position by the Illinois Department of Corrections.  10

Section III. The funding for the executions will come from a 0.01% raise on corporate 11
income tax for the next 6 years. These funds will go towards paying for the execution, the 12
salaries of the executioners and accommodating the person found guilty on death row for 13
two weeks. After this period of time the money that will be saved by the death penalty for 14
years to come will be able to fund the executions.  15

Section IV. This Bill shall go into effect on January 1st, 2018 upon the signature of the 16
Youth Governor of the State of Illinois. 17
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LOBBYIST POSITION PAPER 

Lobbyist Name: Ella Walker 

Delegation: Lake Park High School 

Aligned with Preliminary Bill #:   RI-21 

I encouarge the YMCA Youth Legislature to pass a bill that reintroduces capital punishment into the 
Illinois prison system and as a potential sentence in Illinois courts. 

Illinois should reinstitute capital punishment as a potential sentence because it deters heinous crimes 
from being committed. According to district attorney, Michael D. Bradbury, “The death penalty is a 
necessary tool that reaffirms the sanctity of human life while assuring that convicted killers will never 
again prey upon others.” While serving as an attorney, Bradbury has witnessed the most horrific crimes 
that demand to be punished by death. For example, a 2 ½ year old girl was kidnapped, raped, sodomized, 
tortured and mutilated with vise grips for over 6 hours. The death penalty is the most appropriate 
retribution for a crime this heinous in nature.  

Before a criminal is executed, a court must have overwhelming evidence proving them guilty. Annually, 
about 20,000 homicides are committed, but only 300 of those murderers end up on death row and only 
50 are executed. Thus, the process of appealing the case several times is very elaborate and handled 
with extreme caution. To pay for the reinstallation of capital punishment in Illinois, a 0.01% tax increase 
would be necessary. In 2015, Illinois made a combined tax revenue of $39,283,051. Raising this by just 
0.01% would make a huge difference. According to the Bureau of Justice Statistics, it costs anywhere 
from $10,000 to $100,000 to house just one inmate. Total spendings for prisons amounted to $50 
billion, and when broken down, that equals to $500 a year from every American household.  

Capital punishment would deter hateful people from committing crimes and protect the citizens of 
Illinois. By reintroducing capital punishment into the Illinois prison system, the State of Illiniois would be 
a safer and more just place.  

Summary: I will support all legislation that promotes the reinstitution of capital punishment in Illinois 
prison systems.  
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SSTATE OF ILLINOIS 
Sixty-Eighth Session 

Illinois Youth Legislature 
 
Introduced  by: Referred to  Committee: Blue 3  

 
  
 
Senate Sponsor: Callie·Belback 
 
House Sponsor: Sarah Boyle 
 
Co-Sponsors: Micaela Hix. Isabel Cunningham 
 
Delegation: Batavia High School 
 
 

A BILL 
 
For an Act amending Chapter 105 Article 112 Section 305, of the Illinois Compiled Statutes, 
relating to Education. 
 
BE IT ENACTED BY THE YMCA YOUTH LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ILLINOIS. 
 
Section I.  All students attending Illinois public schools of the grades (K-7) will be required to 1 
complete a Spanish class each year. 2 
Section II.  Illinois public schools will be required to allocate appropriate staging and funding to 3 
administer this course. 4 
Section III. If a  student  is  shown  to  be  fluent  in  writing,  reading  and speaking Spanish 5 
through a said literacy test, then that student will be required to participate in further English 6 
courses. 7 
Section IV.  Once students reach Grade 8 they will be allowed to  choose if  they  would like  to  8 
continue  with  further  Spanish  courses  or  learn  a  new  language  such    as French, German, 9 
Chinese etc. 10
Section V. Schools that do not enforce Spanish speaking classes will have their    State government 11
funding cut. 12
Section VI.  This bill shall be funded by the dubbed “Language Tax".  A tax that is implemented on 13
all restaurants attempting to mimic the food and culture of Spanish speaking countries. This 14
tax would be at 3%. 15
Section VII. This Bill shall go into effect on March 18, 2017 upon the signature   of the Youth 16
Governor of the State of Illinois. 17
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SSTATE OF ILLINOIS 

Sixty-Eighth Session 
Illinois Youth Legislature 

Introduced by:  Referred to Committee:  Blue 3  

Senate Sponsor: Vida Perez  

House Sponsor: Eli Gallegos  

Co-Sponsors: Orlando Campos  

Delegation: Eisenhower 

A BILL 

For an Act Creating Chapter 5, Secion 105, of the Illinois Compiled Statutes, relating to 
Mental Health Programs in Schools. 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE YMCA YOUTH LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ILLINOIS. 

Section I. All public schools (Primary-Secondary) in the State of Illinois is hereby required to 1 
have a program designated for faculty and staff to receive training in the area of Mental 2 
Health in adolescent youth.  3 

Section II. The program is designed to help faculty and staff recognize potential symptoms 4 
within a student. The faculty and staff will then refer the student to the proper school 5 
associates or support staff for a potential diagnosis. This program is further designed to 6 
help faculty and staff in carrying out 504 plans for students due to a better understanding 7 
of the student’s needs and requirements.  8 

Section III. The program can be designed by current staff with certifications in Psychology, 9 
Social Work, and Counseling in each school. The designed program must incorporate 10
objectives in the areas of, but not limited to, recognizing social/emotional triggers, signs of 11
depression, ADHD, Anxiety and its causes, potential suicide,  and relationship/substance 12
abuse.  13

Section IV. All created program curriculum must be submitted and approved by the Illinois 14
State Board of Education (ISBE) by August 1, 2018. If a school cannot create or chooses 15
not to create their own program, then they are required to utilize the State’s designated 16
curriculum as designed by the Illinois State Board of Education. 17
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Section V.  Schools failing to meet these requirements will be placed on probation with the 18
State and their Illinois High School Association (IHSA) participation rights will be suspended. 19
The suspension will not allow schools to participate in any IHSA sponsored activity or sport 20
until the school’s mental health program is approved by the ISBE. 21

Section VI. This Bill shall go into effect on July 1, 2017 upon the signature of the Youth 22
Governor of the State of Illinois. 23
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SSTATE OF ILLINOIS 

Sixty-Eighth Session 
Illinois Youth Legislature 

 

Introduced by:  Referred to Committee:  Blue 4  

Senate Sponsor: Catherine Vitale  

House Sponsor: Hannah Morrison  

Co-Sponsors: Paulina Grzybowicz  

Delegation:  Lake Park High School 

A BILL 

For an Act Amending Chapter 410 Section 5, of the Illinois Compiled Statutes, relating to 
Stem Cell Research. 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE YMCA YOUTH LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ILLINOIS. 

Section I. Research involving the derivation and use of human embryonic stem cells, human 1 
embryonic germ cells, and human adult stem cells from any source, including somatic cell 2 
nuclear transplantation, shall be permitted and the ethical and medical implications of this 3 
research shall be given full consideration. Research involving the derivation and use of 4 
human embryonic stem cells and human embryonic germ cells shall be allowed to receive 5 
private funds through individual programs established specifically for the purpose of 6 
supporting stem cell research. 7 

Section II. No person may clone or attempt to clone a human being. For purposes of this 8 
Section, "clone or attempt to clone a human being" means to transfer to a uterus or attempt 9 
to transfer to a uterus anything other than the product of fertilization of an egg of a human 10
female by a sperm of a human male for the purpose of initiating a pregnancy that could 11
result in the creation of a human fetus or the birth of a human being. A person who violates 12
this Section is guilty of a Class 1 felony. 13

Section III. A person may not knowingly, for valuable consideration, purchase or sell 14
embryonic or cadaveric fetal tissue for research purposes. A person who knowingly 15
purchases or sells embryonic or cadaveric fetal tissue for research purposes in violation of 16
this section is guilty of a Class A misdemeanor for the first conviction and a Class 4 felony 17
for subsequent convictions. No funding is necessary for this bill to be enforced. The Illinois 18
State Government will enforce this bill. 19

Section IV. This Bill shall go into effect on January 1, 2018 upon the signature of the Youth 20
Governor of the State of Illinois. 21
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STATE OF ILLINOIS 

Sixty-Eighth Session 
Illinois Youth Legislature 

 

Introduced by:  Referred to Committee: BBlue 4 

Senate Sponsor: Tim Krafcisin  

House Sponsor: Brendan Reilly  

Co-Sponsors: Dominuqe Sedorook & Thomas Hecker  

Delegation:  Andrew 

 

A BILL 

For an Act Amending 235 ILCS 5, The Liqour Control Act of 1934, of the Illinois 
Compiled Statutes, relating to Alcohol Distribution. 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE YMCA YOUTH LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ILLINOIS. 

Section I. This bill will amend the Liquor Control Act of 1934 so that direct door-to-door 1 
selling of liquor is allowed for small scale alcohol distributors in the State of Illinois. 2 

Section II. All state and federal age restriction and proof of identification laws shall remain 3 
in effect with this law, enforced by currently established law enforcement divisions.   4 

Section III. All related local, sales, and liquor taxes shall remain in effect with this law, as 5 
they relate to enforcement by the Illinois Department of Revenue.  6 

Section IV. This Bill shall go into effect on July 1, 2017 upon the signature of the Youth 7 
Governor of the State of Illinois. 8 
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LLOBBYIST POSITION PAPER 

 
 
Lobbyist Name: Cassandra Stupay       

Delegation: Andrew 

Aligned with Preliminary Bill #:  RII-03      

I strongly encourage the YMCA Youth Legislature to pass this bill which will amend the Liquor Control 

Act of 1934 so that direct door-to-door selling of liquor is allowed for small scale alcohol distributors in 

the State of Illinois. 

This amendment will only affect distributors within the classes five through ten stated in Article 5/5-1 

of The Liquor Control Act of 1934.  

Ten years ago, there was about fifty craft distilleries in the USA. Today the American Craft Spirits 

Association says there are seven hundred and sixty-nine. Of the seven hundred and sixty-nine, only 

about fifty make any money. The typical craft distillery has revenues under one million dollars.  

This bill lets small distillery owns and entrepreneurs to sell straight to the consumers door-to-door 

instead of having to go through a retailer or get a retail license. Which would encourage local startup 

businesses in the growing trend.  

The new businesses would bring in revenue to the city with the sales tax and any other fees from the 

local ordinances. Small distilleries will promote individual communities to showcase their local products 

in a way similar to farmer's markets. According to Entrepreneur magazine owners of small distilleries are 

more heavily invested in their trade than the hobby farmers or gardeners of the towns. Which shows 

how serious and dedicated they are to their craft because of that they would be good business partners 

to the community. 

Summary:     I will support all legislation that amends the Liquor Control Act of 1934 to let small 

alcohol distributors sell door-to-door.   
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SSTATE OF ILLINOIS 

Sixty-Eighth Session 
Illinois Youth Legislature 

 
 
 
 
Introduced by:  Referred to Committee: Blue 4  
 
Senate Sponsor: Elsa Bauerdick  

House Sponsor: Teresa McKay  

Co-Sponsors: 

Delegation: Batavia 
 
 

A BILL 
 
For an Act Amending Chapter 720, Section 5, Subsection I, of the Illinois Compiled Statutes, 
relating to the statute of limitations on sexual assault. 
 
BE IT ENACTED BY THE YMCA YOUTH LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ILLINOIS. 
 
Section I. A victim of criminal sexual assault, aggravated sexual assault, or aggravated criminal 1 
sexual abuse must report the offence to law enforcement within ten (10) years of the 2 
commission of the offense. 3 

Section II. Prosecution of said crime must be commenced within fifteen (15) years of the 4 
commission of the offense. 5 

Section III. Nothing in this subdivision shall be construed to shorten the period within 6 
which a crime must be reported or prosecution must be commenced under any other 7 
provision of section 270 especially those detailed in subdivision (j). 8 

Section IV. This Bill shall go into effect on June 1, 2017 upon the signature of the Youth 9 
Governor of the State of Illinois.10
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STATE OF ILLINOIS 

Sixty-Eighth Session 
Illinois Youth Legislature 

Introduced by: RReferred to Committee: BBlue 4 

Senate Sponsor: Andy Kim 

House Sponsor: Alexis Bass 

Co-Sponsors: Desiree London and James Knotter 

Delegation:  Metea Valley High School 

A BILL 

For an Act amending 725 ILCS 5/115-19 of the Illinois Compiled Statures, relating to the 
abolition of the conventional polygraph test. 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE YMCA YOUTH LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ILLINOIS. 
Section I. The use of the conventional polygraph test, commonly known as a “lie detector”, 1 
is to be completely eliminated within criminal proceedings in the state of Illinois as well as 2 
in all other uses, not just in a court of law. 3 
 
Section II. In all cases, individuals found only using the results of the polygraph as 4 
incriminating or legitimate evidence will be charged at a minimum of $2000 (two-thousand 5 
dollars); fines will be increased proportionally to the number of offenses and/or the severity 6 
of the offence. Additionally, if only the results of the polygraph tests are used, the 7 
information testified will be voided. 8 
 
Section III. The use of state funds will not be necessary for the enactment of this bill as it 9 
eliminates the usage of something already in practice. This bill will instead save the State of 10
Illinois money by no longer requiring the employment of a “Polygraph Examiner”; by no 11
longer requiring the usage of funds to repair or purchase new polygraph machines; and for 12
actually administering the test itself. A single administration of the polygraph test can cost 13
between $200 (two-hundred dollars) and $2000 (two-thousand dollars). 14
 
Section IV. This bill will amend the Sex Offense Victim Polygraph Act (725 ILCS 200/), 15
adding a Section 1 (c ) that would state that results from a polygraph test may not be used 16
as evidence in the prosecution of the pending case. 17
 
Section V. This Bill shall go into effect on June 30th, 2017 upon the signature of the Youth 18
Governor of the State of Illinois. 19
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STATE OF ILLINOIS 

Sixty-Eighth Session 
Illinois Youth Legislature 

 

Introduced by:  Referred to Committee  Blue 5:: 

Senate Sponsor: Luke Ryan  

House Sponsor: Jack Gronenthal  

Co-Sponsors: Ryan Miller, Nikhil Garg  

Delegation:  Neuqua Valley High School 

 

A BILL 

For an Act Amending, of the Illinois Constitution, relating to proportional economic 
discipline. 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE YMCA YOUTH LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ILLINOIS. 

Section I. This bill will create the program that enables proportional state issued discipline 1 
that ensures economic equality in penalizations. This will base fiscal punishment relative to 2 
the economic standing of the perpetrator of the crime or infraction. This bill will only be 3 
applicable towards crimes and infractions that result in monetary penalties through 4 
litigation. Section II. Here is another section. Here is another section. Here is another 5 
section. Here is another section. Here is another section. Here is another section. Here is 6 
another section. 7 

Section II. The value of the fine will be calculated based in coordination with organized fine 8 
brackets and the severity of the crime or infraction. The fine brackets are based upon the 9 
federal income tax brackets in which the perpetrator belongs to. 10

Section III. The average reported household income of Illinois will become the base for 11
economic discipline proportioning. A person within the average household income range as 12
reported by State of Illinois Census will receive punishment from the base fine bracket 13
meaning no variation is necessary in the monetary penalty from what is established. 14
Individuals with incomes greater or lesser than the average household income of the state 15
will receive differing variations upon pre-existing fines depending on the perpetrator’s 16
reported income. 17
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Section IV. Revenue collected through proportional punishment will be redistributed into the 18
public school system of Illinois and other public institutions of the state. Citizens found 19
being dishonest on their reported annual income as stated through their federal income tax 20
filings will receive an increased fine to the state, as attended through federal income tax 21
legislation. 22

Section IV. This Bill shall go into effect on May 26, 2017 upon the signature of the Youth 23
Governor of the State of Illinois. 24
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SSTATE OF ILLINOIS 

Sixty-Eighth Session 
Illinois Youth Legislature 

Introduced by:  Referred to Committee:  Blue 5  

Senate Sponsor: Jackie Cunningham  

House Sponsor: Mackenzie Welsh  

Co-Sponsors: Erin Reda and Gianna Lemus  

Delegation:  Andrew 

A BILL 

For an Act to ammend Chapter 105, Section 65, of the Illinois Compiled Statutes, relating to 
Education. 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE YMCA YOUTH LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ILLINOIS. 

Section I. This bill will create a law mandating the use of downloadable electronic textbooks 1 
for kindergarten through twelfth grades in the State of Illinois enrolled in all public schools.  2 

Section II. Under this bill, public schools shall obtain funding through the Illinois School 3 
Board of Education (ISBE) to adapt their curriculum around textbooks with an electronic 4 
version only. Publishers have until June 30, 2019 to establish an updated online version of 5 
each textbook.  School districts have until June 30, 2020 to adopt a digital transition from 6 
textbooks.   7 

Section III. Districts that are under private enrollment shall be exempt from this law.   8 

Section IV.  This law shall not supersede state and federal special education laws. 9 

Section V. This bill shall be enforced by the Illinois State Board of Education (ISBE) to 10
ensure that each student has access to an electronic textbook. Failure to meet the 11
regulation shall result in loss of school district state aid relating to technology beginning 12
with the 2020-2021 school year.   13

Section VI.  The ISBE shall offer low-interest below market rate guaranteed loans for school 14
districts meeting the lower two financial categories in the annual ISBE ratings to cover the 15
cost of the electronic devices.  Repayment shall be negotiated between the ISBE and 16
individual school districts. 17

Section VII. This Bill shall go into effect on July 1, 2017 upon the signature of the Youth 18
Governor of the State of Illinois.  19
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H-B-18  

 
LOBBYIST POSITION PAPER 

 
Lobbyist Name:  Zaid Hammad  

Delegation:  Andrew 

Aligned with Preliminary Bill #:  RII-04 

Digital textbooks are becoming more popular than ever before. Students are interacting with 
technology wherever they go. Publishing for the K-12 school market is an $8 billion industry. 
Tablets are a $72 billion industry with 42% of US adults owning a tablet. 

Students have technology all around them and schools need to do the same. Students that learn 
technology skills early in life will be better prepared to pursue relevant careers later in life. The 
fastest growing and highest paying jobs in the United States are technology intensive. Employment 
in "computer and information systems" is expected to grow by 18% between 2010-20, according to 
the US Bureau of Labor Statistics. 

According to the US Consumer Product Safety Commission, during the 2011-12 school year more 
than 13,700 kids, aged 5 to 18, were treated for backpack-related injuries. Tablets weigh 1-2 
pounds and can hold all students’ textbooks, homework, quizzes, and other files. The average tablet 
contains anywhere from 8 to 64 gigabytes (GB) of storage space. On the Amazon Kindle Fire, for 
instance, 1,000 books take up 1 GB of space. 

According to a 2012 report from the Federal Communications Commission (FCC), K-12 school 
districts spend more than $8 billion per year on textbooks. E-textbooks can save schools between 
$250-$1,000 per student per year. Tablet prices also continue to drop, making them increasingly 
affordable. Tablets cost on average $386 in 2012. Students learn more with digital textbooks. 
Publisher Houghton Mifflin Harcourt tested an interactive, digital version of an Algebra 1 textbook 
for Apple's iPad in California's Riverside Unified School District. Students who used the iPad version 
scored 20 percent higher on standardized tests versus students who learned with traditional 
textbooks. 

Summary: To make sure that the students of our time are well prepared for the outside world, and 

well educated, I urge the YMCA Youth Legislature to vote Yes on this imporant bill.   
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STATE OF ILLINOIS 

Sixty-Eighth Session 
Illinois Youth Legislature 

 

Introduced by:  Referred to Committee:  Blue 5  

Senate Sponsor: Kierstin Cole  

House Sponsor: Grant Goral  

Co-Sponsors: Camryn Anderson  

Delegation:  Kishwaukee Family YMCA 

 

A BILL 

For an Act amending Chapter 56, Section 100, Article 2, of the Illinois Compiled Statutes, relating 
to the banning of synthetic drugs. 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE YMCA YOUTH LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ILLINOIS. 

Section I. This bill will ban all known harmful synthetic drugs and any future variants. 1 

Section II. This will affect anyone legally purchasing, possessing, intending to buy or distributing 2 
synthetic drugs. This includes anyone who will commit a drug related crime.  This legislation will be 3 
enforced by the Illinois State Police, the state level Drug Enforcement Administration, along with 4 
local law enforcement. 5 

Section III. This bill will also provide funding for the training and education of state employed law 6 
and drug enforcement officers on this topic through fines imposed on drug related crimes. This bill 7 
will be funded by revenue from drug related fines already established by the Illinois Controlled 8 
Dangerous Substances Schedules. 9 

Section IV. This bill will add the names of synthetic drugs to the known list in the Illinois Controlled 10
Substances Act. This piece of new legislation would require a quarterly event at which the Illinois 11
State Police will present all newly discovered variants to the General Assembly. 12

Section V. This Bill shall go into effect on July 1st, 2017 upon the signature of the Youth Governor 13
of the State of Illinois. 14
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LLOBBYIST POSITION PAPER 

 
Lobbyist Name:  Ellie Bowers 

Delegation:  Kishwaukee Family YMCA 

Aligned with Preliminary Bill #:  RI-20 

 

I encourage the Youth Legislature to pass bill RI-20 to eliminate the use of synthetic drugs.  

Synthetic drugs, or man-made designer drugs, pose a real risk for our country and the future of our 

children and adults.  Consider, for example, the case of Montana Sean Brown, age 15.  Montana and 

his brothers thought they would have some fun trying LSD for the first time when their parents were 

out of town.  Instead, this high school freshman from Texas died when he took a synthetic version 

of LSD called the N-bomb.  Even though perfectly legal, the N-bomb is so toxic it requires a filter 

mask, gloves, and glasses when handling it in the lab.  It certainly does not belong on the street. 

Without this legislation, many people do not even know synthetic drugs exist. Many people do not 

know that synthetic drugs can be up to 500 times stronger than common street drugs.  Thus, a rise 

in the use of synthetic drugs has been accompanied by a rise in emergency room visits, with 

accompanying seizure, organ failure, and dehydration risks for those who do not die first. 

Without this legislation, the number of synthetic drugs will continue to grow. In 2013, over 17,000 

synthetic drug reports were filed to the DEA’s National Forensic Lab, compared to only 469 in 2010. 

This legislation is good for the Illinois economy.  Currently, individuals convicted of a drug penalty 

must pay a fine of $100,000.  Money from these fines will grow the state economy quickly.  First, 

part of these fines goes to the drug traffic prevention fund, which will help the bill pay for its own 

activities.  Second, the state also receives funding through activities of the drug asset forfeiture 

procedure act.  Therefore, there is very little in the way of cost to implement this bill. 

If we want synthetic drugs off the streets, we need to start prosecuting those who sell and 

distribute these drugs.  This means we need legislation. Otherwise, criminals will find clever ways to 

continue making money off these dangerous drugs.  For example, synthetic drugs are difficult to 

detect in urine samples.  Synthetic drugs have imaginative and fancy names.  Synthetic drugs are 

subject to a rapidly changing list of ingredients, which help them evade regulation.  A bill like that 

proposed here will offer regulation of these dangerous and misleading practices.  Ultimately, this 

makes the children and adults of Illinois safer. 

Summary: I fully support all legislation that bans synthetic drugs and eliminates the legal use of 

these harmful compounds. 
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LOBBYIST POSITION PAPER

Lobbyist Name:  Emilie Schramer

Delegation:  Kishwaukee Family YMCA

Aligned with Preliminary Bill #:  RI-20

I strongly encourage the YMCA youth legislature to pass a bill that amends the Illinois Compiled 
Statutes, in relation to the banning of synthetic drugs. 

The state of Illinois has had over 3,000 emergency room visits due to synthetic drugs in a year 
and this number will only increase if this is not stopped. This bill proposes that synthetic drug 
distribution, possession, or purchasing will be made illegal. In 2012 the U.S. Government said 
that 1 in 9 high school seniors had used synthetic cannabinoids. This issue is clearly growing 
more every year and affects our age group especially. This bill would add funding for the training 
and education of state employed law and drug enforcement officers on how to deal with these 
drugs. The funding would come from the fines imposed by drug-related crimes. This fund, the 
Drug Traffic Prevention fund, is already in existence and is active to this date. 

The bill would add the names of any synthetic drug to the known list of drugs in the Illinois 
Controlled Substances Act. Punishments based on these drugs would be assigned based on the 
existing schedules. Schedule V drugs have the least chance of abuse and dependency and 
Schedule I drugs have the highest potential for abuse. Each schedule has punishments already 
established. The bill would simply assign drugs to their proper schedule and each will have the 
respective punishment. 

Illinois is one of only 6 states that has not passed legislation directly addressing this issue. In 
October of 2015, in Chicago, there were 74 overdoses in 72 hours because of synthetic heroin 
laced with fentanyl. We need to act against this growing problem. Of course, we cannot eliminate 
the black market’s illegal distribution of drugs, but we can make it harder for people to obtain 
synthetic drugs. I hope you will support this bill.

Summary:  I fully support all legislation that amends the Illinois Compiled Statutes by making 
synthetic drugs illegal. This bill would increase the health, safety, and well-being of Illinois.
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STATE OF ILLINOIS 

Sixty-Eight Session 
Illinois Youth Legislature 

 

Introduced by:  Referred to Committee:  Blue 5  

Senate Sponsor: Pranav Pitchala  

House Sponsor: Natalie Lafferty  

Co-Sponsors: Salhar Khan  

Delegation:  Metea Valley High School 

A BILL 

For an Act amending section 105 ILCS 5/27-23.7, of the Illinois Compiled Statutes, relating 
to education requirements for computer classes. 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE YMCA YOUTH LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ILLINOIS. 

Section I. High school students will be required to take an additional semester (one half 1 
credit) of a computer related course in order to graduate and receive a diploma. 2 

Section II. School Districts and Schools must create or revise a general computers course, 3 
which will be 1 semester long, which will fulfill the mandatory syllabus (as explained in 4 
Section IV). Sufficient courses can include a general computers class, AP Computer Science 5 
A, AP Computer Science Principles, Project Lead the Way (PLTW), business courses such as 6 
Web Design, Essential Technology, Emerging Technology, or Marketing Technology, 7 
engineering class like Computer Networking, and any other approved course that is based 8 
on computer knowledge. Classes that will be sufficient for this credit will be decided by the 9 
school districts. 10

Section III. Any classes that use computers to aid the instruction of the material on rare 11
occasions are not included in the credit, as the class has to be focused on the use of 12
computers and basic software. Classes that fulfil this requirement must be in a computer 13
lab setting at least 85% of the semester. 14

Section IV. The additional computers credit will be most effective when paired with a 15
semester of Drivers Education similarly to how health is paired with physical education or 16
how government is paired with consumer economics. 17

Section V. Course material is required to include basic overview of Hardware: parts of a 18
computer, printers, linking external parts to a computer; Internet Ethics: fundamentals, 19
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cyberbullying, proper and safe usage, social networking and emails; File Management: 20
downloading files and programs, saving, moving, unzipping, deleting, and organizing files on 21
a computer; Microsoft software: Word, Excel, PowerPoint; Google products: Drive, Docs, 22
Slides, Classroom, Scholar, and other google programs; Image, Video, and Audio Editing: 23
Photoshop, Moviemaker, and/or other programs; programs and sites to help students with 24
academics: Noodle tools, Destiny and/or other school resources. 25

Section VI.  This bill will be enforced by the Illinois Board of Education and the penalty for 26
not conforming to this act will result in the school district being fined a total of $25,000. 27

Section VII. This Bill shall go into effect on June 30th, 2017 upon the signature of the Youth 28
Governor of the State of Illinois. 29
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SSTATE OF ILLINOIS 
Sixty-Eighth Session 

Illinois Youth Legislature 
 
Introduced by:  Referred to Committee:  Blue 6  

Senate Sponsor: Sejal K. Parmar 
 

House Sponsor: Cullen Walwer 
 

Co-Sponsors: Alicia Kim, Bernie Wang 
 

Delegation: Neuqua Valley High School 
 

A BILL 
 
 

For an Act creating Article 2 in Chapter 20, section 1605 relating to the creation of a 
scholarship fund for high-achieving Illinois high school students. 

 
BE IT ENACTED BY THE YMCA YOUTH LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ILLINOIS. 

 1 
Section I. This bill will create a scholarship fund for high-achieving high school students 2 
in Illinois. The Illinois State Board of Education will administer this scholarship. 3 

Section  II.  High-achieving  high  school  students  shall  be  determined  by  National Merit 4 
Corporation’s Commended, Semifinalist, and Finalist designations. Students who attain one 5 
of the designations can apply for this scholarship fund. The determination of 6 
successful applicants  will  be  based  on  those  who  display  the  most  academic  7 
proficiency and extracurricular participation. 8 

Section III. Upon gaining Commended, Semifinalist, and Finalist status, students will be 9 
required to apply to gain scholarship money. The application will consist of the 10
student’s address, school, phone number, proof of college attendance for the upcoming 11
school year, and social security number. Applications will be available as finalist rankings are 12
released and must be completed by April 1st. 13

Section IV. Those who are approved and how much they receive from the lottery funds are 14
at the full discretion of the Illinois State Board of Education. Commended students who are 15
approved shall receive $1000, Semifinalists shall receive $2000, and Finalists shall receive 16
$4000. Students will receive their scholarship money in July before fall term begins. 17

Section V. This scholarship shall be funded by unclaimed Illinois Lottery money. 18

Section VI. This Bill shall go into effect on March 20th, 2017 upon the signature of the 19
Youth Governor of the State of Illinois. 20
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LLOBBYIST POSITION PAPER 
 
Lobbyist Name: Megan Wu        

Delegation: Neuqua Valley High School        

Aligned with Preliminary Bill #:        RI-51 

I encourage the YMCA Youth Legislature to pass a bill that creates a scholarship fund for high-

achieving high school students who have been acknowledged as commended, semi-finalist, and 

finalist through the National Merit Scholarship Corporation. 

College tuition is often described as a fairy tale… in the worse sense. It is the idea that many desire 

a chance for a happy ever after, but it’s not always something within reach because of the financial 

issues associated with it. Paul F. Campos of the New York Times describes his struggles with paying 

off his college tuition at the University of Michigan, forcing him to reconsider even going to college. 

For these students, it is not a matter of how intelligent or qualified they are, but rather a fear of 

the numbers on the tuition sticker. Unfortunately, high-achieving students often go unrecognized 

because for most, college itself is not enough of a reward considering the large tuition.  

The state journal register of January 13, 2013 states that about $2,000,000 of lottery money 

remains unclaimed yearly. Oftentimes, these lottery prizes simply return to the state’s lottery fund 

to be reused rather than being dedicated to other well worthy causes. According to College 

Scholarships, Illinois currently has very few general scholarships, contributing to many problems 

such as student dropout, debt, and loans; issues that prevail among even the most successful 

students in high school.  

The Institute for College Access & Success states that the average student graduates from college 

with about $30,100 in student loans, a figure that has increased by four percent since 2014 and 

continues to do so. College, for many, seems like a long shot despite the work and effort they put 

into high school and frequently results in continued debts at the collegiate level. College provides 

people with many opportunities, from activities to guidance for the future. But most importantly, it 

provides many students lasting memories and a lasting home to make all their efforts to be 

successful in high school worthwhile. With a new scholarship fund to help encourage successful 

students to continue to utilize their desire to learn, every year, thousands could focus more on 

their futures, rather than ways to fund it.  

Summary: I will support any legislation that works towards using unclaimed lottery prize money for 

college scholarships for high achieving students. 
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STATE OF ILLINOIS 

Sixty-Eighth Session 
Illinois Youth Legislature 

 

Introduced by:  Referred to Committee:  Blue 6  

Senate Sponsor: Lauren Smarjesse  

House Sponsor: Hunter Sherman  

Co-Sponsors: Kassidy Quick, Ashley Scott  

Delegation:  Bradley-Bourbonnais Community High School 

 

A BILL 

For an Act creating Chapter 55, Section 19 of (510 ILCS 70/1), of the Illinois 
Compiled Statutes, relating to animal abuse. 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE YMCA YOUTH LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ILLINOIS. 

Section I. All people prosecuted of companion animal abuse and livestock animal abuse will 1 
be placed on a government issued list called the “Illinois Animal Abuser Registration” 2 
created and monitored by the Illinois Bureau of Investigation.  3 

Section II. A companion animal is defined as but not limited to, a dog or dog breed, cat or 4 
cat breeds, small pets, reptiles, fish, and birds. A livestock animal includes any animal kept 5 
by people for use or pleasure including: ass, cattle, goat, horse, rabbit, sheep, swine, 6 
poultry, chicken, ducks, geese, and turkey.  7 

Section III. An animal abuser is defined as a person or persons who have been convicted in 8 
a court of law for animal cruelty, aggravated cruelty, animal fighting, or a criminal offense 9 
against animals.   10

Section IV.   Upon a person’s first conviction for an animal abuse offense, the Illinois State 11
Police shall maintain the person’s name and other identifying information, for two years 12
following the date of the conviction. After two years the Illinois State Police shall remove 13
the person’s name and identifying information from the list; provided, that the person is not 14
convicted of another animal abuse offense during that two-year period. If the person is 15
ever convicted of a second offense, the person’s name and identifying information will 16
permanently remain on the list.  17
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Section V.  A person’s identifying information includes: a photograph taken of the convicted 18
animal abuser as part of the booking process, the animal abuser’s full legal name, the 19
abuser’s legal address, and any other identifying data as Illinois State Police  determines is 20
necessary to properly identify the animal abuser and to exclude innocent persons. The list 21
shall not include: the abuser’s social security number, driver license number, or any other 22
state or federal identification number.  23

Section VI.  Beginning June 1, 2017, the Illinois State Police shall post a publicly accessible 24
list on its web site of any person convicted of an animal abuse offense on and after that 25
date. This will allow any employers of a job pertaining to livestock or companion animals to 26
reject applications and employment for offenders on the “Illinois Animal Abuser 27
Registration”. This will also prevent possible future adoption or purchase of any companion 28
animal or livestock. This will also enable companion animal or livestock owners to check 29
their surrounding area for potentially harmful situations and prevent them.  30

Section VII. This Bill shall go into effect on June 1, 2017 upon the signature of the Youth 31
Governor of the State of Illinois. 32
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LLOBBYIST POSITION PAPER 
 
 
Lobbyist Name: Brianna Malone         

Delegation: Bradley-Bourbonnais Community High School        

Aligned with Preliminary Bill #:  RII-05       

I encourage the YMCA Youth Legislature to pass a bill that mandates all people prosecuted of 
animal abuse cases be put put on a government issued list called the “Illinois Animal Abuser 
Registration”  that is made by the Illinois Bureau of Investigation.  

Any person who is willing to harm any animal that is defenseless against the person should be 
mandated to be put on a list for animal abusing cases. Upon a person's first conviction they will be 
put on the list for 2 years and at the end of 2 years they will be taken off the list. After the 2 years 
is up if they are convicted of another animal abusing case they will put on the list for good.  

Roughly around 70.1% of dogs, 20.9% of cats and 24.1% other animals are involved in animal 
abusing cases. People should be educated on these numbers and on how to take precautions in 
these kind of cases because not only are just animals who are hit by humans consider animal 
abusing cases but also animals who are being slaughtered for food is considered animal abusing 
too. Researchers found that not only are standard slaughter practices unethical, they often have 
reports of intentional abuse of animals by workers. For example, at the Pilgrim’s Pride 
slaughterhouse, which supplies KFC restaurants, a videotape shows workers kicking and stomping 
on chickens and smashing them against walls. Employees also ripped birds’ beaks off, twisted their 
heads off, and broke them in half—while the birds were still alive. 

I will support all legislation that promotes a list that contains animal abusers names so that people 
will be aware of who is animal abusers and who is not. 
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STATE OF ILLINOIS 

Sixty-Eighth Session 
Illinois Youth Legislature 

 

Introduced by:  Referred to Committee:  Blue 6  

Senate Sponsor: Jacob Baron  

House Sponsor: Jordan Athas  

Co-Sponsors: Layla Aaldas and Gabriella Gramigna  

Delegation:  Naperville North High School  

A BILL 

For an Act amending Chapter 128, section 1, of the Illinois Compiled Statutes, relating to 
cell phones in school. 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE YMCA YOUTH LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ILLINOIS. 

Section I. All students grades K-12 in Illinois schools have a legal right to carry a personal 1 
cell phone during school hours. 2 

Section II. Individual schools retain the right and jurisdiction to enforce that phones be put 3 
away while school hours are in session, referring to an average typical eight hour school 4 
day, including extracurricular activities. Phones should not be used for other purposes 5 
unless otherwise instructed by a superior such as teachers or staff members. Said phones 6 
are to be used as a resource in emergency situations, and students are to be aware of this.  7 

Section III. Personal phones are to be allowed fully powered on, as to provide necessary 8 
means for reacting and responding in the event of an emergency scenario, meaning that the 9 
phone would be on silent but alerts are still present. The cell phone should be able to work 10
in times notice and fit according to the emergency situation.  11

Section IV. All Illinois schools are subject to rules and regulations which shall be enforced, 12
set, and specified by the Illinois Department of Education. 13

Section V.  This Bill will go into effect on June 1st, 2017 upon the signature of Youth 14
Governor of the State of Illinois. 15
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SSTATE OF ILLINOIS 
Sixty-Eighth Session 

Illinois Youth Legislature 
 
Introduced by:  Referred to Committee: Blue 7  
 

Senate Sponsor: Alvina Waseem 
 

House Sponsor: Kavya Vedurmudi 
 
Co-Sponsors: Elizabeth Korbut 
 
Delegation: Neuqua Valley High School 
 

A BILL 
 
For an Act creating Chapter 106, Article 37, Section 5, of the Illinois Compiled Statutes, relating to 
reprinting old textbooks every decade. 
 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE YMCA YOUTH LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ILLINOIS. 
 
Section I. This Act requires all Illinois public schools to distribute newly printed or online 1 
textbooks every decade. 2 
Section II. The Illinois Textbook Loan Program will be restored and managed   under the Illinois 3 
State Board of Education. Funds of $20 million are to be provided by   the Illinois State Lottery. 4 
Section  III.  Schools that  cannot  afford  to distribute textbooks  or  purchase online textbooks 5 
may apply to the Illinois Textbook Program in order to receive    textbooks for free. Each school 6 
that applies for free textbooks will be reviewed by the Illinois Textbook Loan Program. All schools 7 
must renew their application every decade. 8 
Section IV. Each ten year period begins with the new decade, starting in the year 2020. The 9 
window to apply for and distribute textbooks begins on the first of January and ends on the first of 10
September. 11

Section V. All textbooks must be approved by The Illinois Textbook Loan Program. 12
Section VI. Approved textbooks in subjects including and limited to social science, business, 13
information technology, consumer science, English, foreign languages, and social studies must be 14
updated as necessary to be current and relevant to the five years prior to distribution. 15
Section VII. The most recent edition of all approved textbooks must be used. If a school 16
chooses to use printed textbooks, the textbooks must be unused prior to distribution. 17
Section VIII. Failure of any school to apply for and distribute new textbooks by the respective 18
decade deadline are to be fined under the following regulations: $75   per student for high schools, 19
$50 per student for middle schools or junior high schools, and $25 per student for elementary  20
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schools. All fines are to go towards the Illinois State Board of Education and the Illinois Textbook 21
Loan Program. Failure to pay the fine in completion by the 15th of January following the decade 22
deadline will result in a complete termination of the school’s state funding until the fine has 23
been fully paid. 24
Section IX. This Bill shall go into effect on May 1, 2017 upon the signature of the Youth 25
Governor of the State of Illinois. 26
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STATE OF ILLINOIS 

Sixty-Eighth Session 
Illinois Youth Legislature 

 

Introduced by:  Referred to Committee:  Blue 7  

Senate Sponsor: Danielle Kennedy  

House Sponsor: Sydney Klonowski  

Co-Sponsors: Collin Lilienthal, Ian Lilienthal  

Delegation:  Bradley-Bourbonnais Community High School 

 

A BILL 

For an Act creating chapter 65, section 125, of the Illinois Compiled Statutes, relating to 
emergency services. 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE YMCA YOUTH LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ILLINOIS. 

Section I. A database will be created to store the phone numbers of all emergency services 1 
in different counties to quickly contact each other if the need arises. 2 

Section II. The funding for this database will be derived from a 0.001% increase in the 3 
Illinois sales tax. Initial revenue from the tax increase would be used to purchase the 4 
services of a database designer. Additional revenue would be used for continued 5 
maintenance of the database. 6 

Section III. Illinois State Legislation will determine the company that creates the database. 7 
The company, once paid, will be obligated to provide the database to the Illinois State 8 
Government for distribution. This bill will not need to be enforced because the database will 9 
be given to each emergency service. 10

Section IV. After the completion of the database, it will be distributed to all emergency 11
service providers in the state, including but not limited to, fire departments, police 12
departments, and hospitals. 13

Section V. This Bill shall go into effect on January 1, 2018 upon the signature of the Youth 14
Governor of the State of Illinois. 15
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LLOBBYIST POSITION PAPER 
 
 
Lobbyist Name: Desiray Kernall        

Delegation: Bradley-Bourbonnais Community School        

Aligned with Preliminary Bill #: RII-06        

 

I encourage the YMCA Youth Legislature to pass bill RII-06, making it easier to help people in different 
states or even country.  

For this bill I support it 100%. It will make people that need help in different areas get help faster. This 
bill is basically about if you are in a new place and you need help and someone calls 911 they can fine 
you quicker than if someone calls 911 and then they have to call the state or country that you are in 
911 and they have to find you a lot faster. My aunt was in Peru on a mission trip and there has been an 
accident and they had to call for help. It took the ambulance about a half an hour to fine them because 
they had to track them to see where they were and to figure out a way to get to them. If they would 
have had this bill in placed they would have someone call 911 and tell them where they are at and 
instead of trying to get ahold of Peru’s police, they would just send it out and the ambulance and police 
would have been there much quicker. This bill will not only help people that need it, it will help save a lot 
more lives. This bill could change the death rates when people call 911 for help and increase their 
response time to get to the people. if someone else calls the cops for an emergency about someone else 
and they are in a different state or country this bill will help the people figure out where that person is 
and contact the police in that state or country and it will be so much quicker to find them instead of 
spending time looking for where the person or people and take up time that they may or may not 
have.  in the website verywell.com it states that calling 911 n another state is possible but those 911 
places are responsive for the people in their area not in other areas so they may not be able to get to 
them in time or won’t even go at all. This shows that if this bill gets passed it will help people in a lot of 
ways.  

Summary:  In all having this bill will not only help the people in need but it might just lower the amount 
of deaths in the world by not able to get there quick enough. This bill will help will all that and have 
people get help quicker then how it used to be. This bill will save lives, help with response times and help 
communicate with other police into helping people. 
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STATE OF ILLINOIS 
Sixty-Eighth Session 

Illinois Youth Legislature 
 
Introduced by:  Referred to Committee: Blue 7  

Senate Sponsor: Robbie McGimpsey 

House Sponsor: Ben DiFranco 

Co-Sponsor: Christian Dupuis 

Delegation: Glenbard South High School 

 

A BILL 
 
For an act creating chapter 105, section 6, of Illinois compiled statutes, relating to reallocating 
funds in the public education for new charter schools in DuPage County. 
 
BE IT ENACTED BY THE YMCA YOUTH LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE ILLINOIS 
 1
Section I. $30,000,000 will be taken from the education budget to be construct and open up 5 2
charter schools in Dupage County, with $6,000,000 going to each school. 3

Section II. The schools will be opened in Bartlett, Winfield, Naperville, Elmhurst, and Darien. 4

Section III. Teachers will be non-union, and salaries will be based off of merit evaluations each year. 5

Section IV. The funding to the schools in the years after they are created will be based upon course 6
load and GPA of the students at these schools. 7
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STATE OF ILLINOIS 
Sixty-Eighth Session 

Illinois Youth Legislature 

 

Introduced by:  Referred to Committee: Blue 7  

 
 
 
Senate Sponsor:   Pavan Baloo 
 
House Sponsor:   Sathya Todatry 
 
Co-Sponsors:   Ryan Popko, Michael Miller 
 
Delegation:   Metea Valley High School 
 
 
 

A BILL 
For an Act creating chapter 105 Section 129, relating to the guidelines concerning personal safety 
 
 BE IT ENACTED BY THE YMCA YOUTH LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ILLINOIS 
 
Section I. This bill will restrict the creation and existence of ‘safe spaces’ in  1 
Public universities and other higher education institutions in order to combat rising anti-intellectual 2 
sentiments on college campuses and to promote open academic discourse. This will create a more 3 
informed population in which citizens interact with diverse ideas on a daily basis. 4 
 
Section II. A safe space is deemed acceptable if it is considered a psychological necessity to 5 
accommodate students with clinically assessed psychological or medical ailments. Common ailments 6 
include, but are not limited to, suicidal tendencies, clinical depression, schizophrenia, autism, and 7 
PTSD. A safe space is defined as a protective zone designed to keep emotionally or intellectually 8 
vulnerable individuals from harm. Safe spaces are not intended as a simple way for intolerant 9 
people to turn away ideas and beliefs that differ from their own. 10 
 
Section III. A state funded higher education institution must submit an official certificate that is 11 
validated by a third party psychologist in order to create a new safe space. Similarly, existing safe 12 
spaces in state funded higher education institutions will be required to obtain the aforementioned 13 
certification from a medical professional in order to continue the safe space. If a higher education 14 
institution is not compliant with these regulations, they will be subject to the process outlined in 15 
Section IV. of this bill. 16 
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Section IV. Existing safe spaces that do not pass the certification defined in this bill will be forced 17 
to shut down. Higher education institutions will be granted a three month grace period in which 18 
they may prepare for the closure of a safe space and inform the students. Comparatively, a 19 
potential new safe space that does not pass the psychological certification outlined in Section III. 20 
will be barred from being opened. Any higher education institution that does not follow through 21 
with the closing of a safe space will be subject to the consequences outlined in Section VI. of this 22 
bill. 23 
 
Section V. Students that seek to use certified and accepted safe spaces must also have a 24 
psychological ailment that would give them reason to use these safe spaces. Students who are also 25 
forced to ruminate a past traumatic experience are allowed to employ the safe space. These past 26 
experiences must hold a level of gravity to warrant the proper usage of a safe space. The 27 
rumination must have a legitimate psychological impact on the state of the student itself. Examples 28 
of a traumatic event include but are not limited to a past sexual assault, a past death of a close 29 
family member and a vehicle accident. In doing this, students will not be allowed to breach the 30 
sanctity of a safe space for illegitimate purposes, and those who legitimately need a safe space will 31 
have the accommodations necessary.  32 
 
Section VI. A public higher education institution that does not comply with the denial of a safe 33 
space, or forced closure of a safe space, will lose 8% of their state funding for the duration that 34 
they refuse to comply with the regulations in this bill. This money shall, at first, simply be 35 
suspended and unused. However, failure to comply with the standards outlined by this bill within 36 
two academic years of the first formal notice of an illegitimate safe space will result in the 37 
suspended funds being reallocated to other facets of the higher education system. This reallocation 38 
is to be done at the discretion of the Illinois Board of Higher Education. 39 
 
Section VII. The Illinois Board of Higher Education will oversee the execution of this bill. They will 40 
catalog the certificates and enforce the standards defined in this bill. 41 
 
Section VIII. This bill will require no additional funding, as the cost is limited to getting the 42 
buildings certified. These costs are negligible, and are to be handled by the higher education 43 
institutions themselves. 44 
 
Section IX. This Bill shall go into effect on June 30, 2017 in the State of Illinois upon the signature 45 
of the Youth Governor of the State of Illinois. 46 
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STATE OF ILLINOIS 

Sixty-Eighth Session 
Illinois Youth Legislature 

 

Introduced by:  Referred to Committee:  Blue 6  

Senate Sponsor: Melissa Brady  

House Sponsor: Daisy Watkins  

Co-Sponsors:        

Delegation:  Murphysboro High School 

 

A BILL 

For an Act amending Article IV section 6, of the Illinois Constitution, relating to term limits 
for leadership roles in the General Assembly. 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE YMCA YOUTH LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ILLINOIS. 

Section I. Within the state of Illinois, the Speaker of the House of Representatives, 1 
President of the Senate, Senate Majority Leader, Senate Minority Leader, the Majority 2 
Leader of the House of Representatives, and the Minority Leader of the House of 3 
Representatives may only serve four (4) terms in each respective position, or no more than 4 
ten (10) years. 5 

Section II. Persons that have completed four (4) terms or no more than ten (10) years may 6 
continue to serve in the House of Representatives or Senate if they are re-elected to office. 7 
Persons that have completed four (4) terms or no more than ten (10) years in any 8 
leadership position may be elected to a different leadership position if re-elected to office 9 
and elected to said position. 10

Section III. Legislators will be presented with lists containing the names of those who may 11
be elected in their respective house a minimum of thirty (30) days prior to the time they 12
convene to vote upon leadership positions. The responsibility of mailing these lists will fall 13
on the Secretary of State. 14

Section IV. This Bill shall go into effect upon the signature of the Youth Governor of Illinois 15
and approval by voters in ballot referendum next general election. 16
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Introduced by:  Referred to Committee:  Blue 7  

Senate Sponsor: Allison Terry  

House Sponsor: Emma Toomey  

Co-Sponsors: Victoria Churin, Heidi Szymborski  

Delegation:  Alan B. Shepard 

 

A BILL 

For an Act creating Chapter 410, Section 53, of the Illinois Compiled Statutes, relating to 
underage drinking. 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE YMCA YOUTH LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ILLINOIS. 

Section I. If any persons under the age of twenty one (21) reports that they or a peer have 1 
been sexually assaulted while under the influence of alcohol or other substances, they will 2 
be exempted from Minor-In-Possession and other underage drinking laws.  3 

Section II. Solely the reporter and/or victim will be exempted from drinking underage. Other 4 
persons present at the crime will be charged if drinking under the influence.  5 

Section III. The victim or reporter will not be exempted from driving under the influence. 6 

Section IV. The BAC (blood-alcohol content) of the victim may still be used in rape kits for 7 
evidence of incapacitation and inability to give consent. 8 

Section V. This Bill shall go into effect on, April 1st, 2017 upon the signature of the Youth 9 
Governor of the State of Illinois. 10
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  H-B-30 

LLOBBYIST POSITION PAPER 
 
 
Lobbyist Name: Millisent Caballero        

Delegation: Shepard High School       

Aligned with Preliminary Bill #:        RII-22 

I encourage the YMCA Youth Legislature to pass a bill that exempts underage victims of sexual assault 

from being prosecuted for drinking when reporting the case. 

Sexual assault is a common and very serious crime but in most cases they often go unreported. 

According to the U.S. Bureau of Justice Statistics, only 15.8 to 35 percent of all sexual assaults are 

reported to the police. This can be due to the fact that victims fear reprisal or feel that there is not 

enough proof to justify their claim and therefore will attempt to move forward from the situation 

without seeking justice. There are several more reasons why rape victims let such cases go unreported. 

However, the most prominent reason is that when a victim of sexual assault is under the age of legal 

consumption of alcohol, they fear being prosecuted for underage drinking. According to a study by the 

National Institute of Alcohol Abuse and Alcoholism, approximately one-half of all sexual assault victims 

report that they were drinking alcohol at the time of the assault. Furthermore, victims of sexual assault 

under the age 18 account for 67% of all victimizations. Many victims are often bombarded with 

questions such as “how much did you drink” and “were you drunk” to establish that the victim has 

basically set himself or herself up for rape. Ultimately, this implies that rape is the consequence of 

drinking, when in reality a rapist is the cause of assault, regardless of the circumstances. If consent is 

not given, it is assault.  

Due to low reporting rates, only 9% of all rapists get prosecuted. In addition, only 5% percent of cases 

lead to a felony conviction. Only 3% of rapists will spend a day in prison and the other 97% have 

remained without conviction by law to be able to walk free, and most likely continue such crimes. Having 

said that, if more cases are to be reported by victims, the offender could now be punished and charged 

by law, limiting their ability to act upon any possible victims.  

The safety and well being of every victim is crucial. By extracting the possibility of being charged for 

underage drinking for these victims, the state of Illinois would be able to prevent further sexual offenses 

from perpetual offenders. 

Summary:    I will support all legislation that promotes the removal of punishment against victims for 

underage drinking when sexually assaulted.  
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Introduced by:  Referred to Committee:  Blue 1  

Senate Sponsor: Chloe Brougham  

House Sponsor: Alyssa Radakovich  

Co-Sponsors: Eileen Fey, Isaiah Adams  

Delegation:  Oswego 

 

A BILL 

For an Act amending Chapter 105 Section 5 Article 27, of the Illinois Compiled Statutes, 
relating to evolution in the science curriculum. 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE YMCA YOUTH LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ILLINOIS. 

Section I. At any academic level in a public school, all content, directly or indirectly, 1 
referring to the variation of organisms over time must be addressed as the theory of 2 
evolution as well as be explicitly taught and credited as the theory that is supported by the 3 
scientific community and is the current central unifying theory of biology. 4 

Section II. Educators will be trusted to teach their content according to the new state 5 
statute. Local school districts would be responsible for any disciplinary actions through the 6 
current teacher evaluation procedure. 7 

Section III. The Illinois State Board of Education is responsible for enforcing the state 8 
curriculum with each local school district.  9 

Section IV. This mandate will need no funding since this topic is already a part of the 10
science curriculum and it just changes the language of instruction.  11

Section IV. This Bill shall go into effect on February 12, 2018 upon the signature of the 12
Youth Governor of the State of Illinois. 13
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Introduced by:  Referred to Committee:  Blue 1  

Senate Sponsor: Jimmy Anders  

House Sponsor: Bailey Carruthers  

Co-Sponsors: Joe Sikma & Max Memenga  

Delegation:  Bradley-Bourbonnais Community High School 

 

A BILL 

For an Act creating Article 105 5/2-3.136, of the Illinois Compiled Statutes, relating to 
quality education. 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE YMCA YOUTH LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ILLINOIS. 

Section I. This bill will mandate the maximum classroom size for core curriculum classes 1 
(Mathematics, English, Science, and Social Sciences) within public school systems according 2 
to grade level. 3 

Section II. The class size for each grade breakdown section will be as follows: Grade levels 4 
Pre-K-3 shall not exceed 18 pupils per teacher. Grade levels 4-8 shall not exceed 20 pupils 5 
per teacher. Grade levels 9-12 shall not exceed 22 pupils per teacher. 6 

Section III. Non-core curriculum classes are not affected by this bill. 7 

Section IV. Funding shall be obtained by a state-wide 2 percent tax upon luxury items (cars, 8 
motor craft vehicles, jewelry, entertainment events, furniture, and electronics) as well as a 9 
state-wide one percent tax on all alcoholic and tobacco-based products. 10

Section V. This funding shall be used for the payment of the new teachers that shall be 11
employed for the surplus of students. Funding may also be used for the addition of annex 12
classrooms adjacent to the building of the school does not have adequate classrooms. 13

Section VI. School districts that do not abide by this bill shall be punished by a 14
postponement of all grants appropriated towards the district. All districts over the 15
constituted limit must show regression of two pupils per school year. 16
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Section VII. School districts may use teaching strategies that include the assignment of 17
more than one teacher to a classroom of students. In context, at least one member of the 18
teaching team must have at least three years of teaching experience, at least one member 19
of the team must be teaching in-field, and the teachers must be trained in team-teaching 20
methods within one year after assignment. 21

Section VIII. A student who enrolls in school after the start date of this mandate and the 22
school’s start date may be assigned to an existing class that temporarily exceeds the 23
maximum number of students if the district determines it to be impractical, educationally 24
unsound, or disruptive to student learning to not assign the student to the class. If this 25
determination is made: Up to three students may be assigned to a teacher in pre-26
kindergarten through grade three above the 18-pupil limit set forth in Section I. Up to five 27
students may be assigned to a teacher in grades 4-12 above the maximum set forth in 28
Section I and the district school board shall develop a plan that provides that the school will 29
be in full compliance with the maximum class size  30

Section VIIII. This Bill shall go into effect on July 31, 2017 upon the signature of the Youth 31
Governor of the State of Illinois. 32
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LLOBBYIST POSITION PAPER 
 
Lobbyist Name: Zachary Rayman         

Delegation: Bradley-Bourbonnais Community High School        

Aligned with Preliminary Bill #:        RII-07 

 

I encourage the YMCA youth legislature to pass a bill that mandates a limit on class size in core 
curriculum classes in our state’s schools. 

Our schools should be mandated to have smaller classroom sizes, because it will benefit students 
and faculty who attend learning institutions on both an academic and emotional level. Students 
need a more individualized approach in their learning, especially at younger levels, so that they may 
learn at a better pace and keep up with the rest of a classroom in understanding the material. In 
many cases, teachers must focus on the class as a whole because there are too many students to 
help everyone who is struggling individually. This can often put a burden on teachers, who want to 
help all of their students succeed, but cannot take the time to specialize to one student’s needs. 

Class sizes should be smaller because students who fall behind often are left behind, setting them 
on a path towards academic failure. In a study conducted by the NEA, kindergarten classes of only 
13-17 students were on average one month ahead in their lessons compared to a class containing 
22-25 students. This advanced progress doubled to two months ahead of schedule by the second 
grade. 

Smaller class sizes in our school system would greatly increase academic achievement for students 
of all ages. By mandating smaller class sizes, the State of Illinois could ensure that that future 
generations of students will graduate from our school system as more educated and productive 
members of society. 

Summary: I will support all legislation that mandates smaller classroom sizes in Illinois schools. 
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Introduced by:  Referred to Committee: Blue 1  
 
Senate Sponsor: Dylan Barnick 
 

House Sponsor: Rogan Duggan 
 

Co-Sponsors: William Powers 
 

Delegation: Glenbard South 
 
 
 

A BILL 
 
For an Act creating Chapter 35, Section 18, of the Illinois Compiled Statutes , relating  to 
Income Tax exemption for minors. 
 
BE IT ENACTED BY THE YMCA YOUTH LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ILLINOIS. 
 

Section I. Minors who are employed will be exempt from the Illinois state income tax. 1 

Section II. Upon turning 18, employers will be required to begin deducting pay for the state 2 
income tax from an employee’s paycheck 3 

Section III. Like all other taxes, this will be enforced by the Illinois Department of Revenue. 4 
The Department of Revenue, will hold the employers responsible for the implementation and 5 
witholding of the income tax. Failure to report the witholdings will leave the employers 6 
subject to current state laws regarding the failure to report taxes. 7 

Section IV. This Bill shall go into effect on January 1st, 2018 upon the signature of the 8 
Youth Governor of the State of Illinois. 9 
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Introduced by:  Referred to Committee:  Blue 1  

Senate Sponsor: Pamela Kobeszko  

House Sponsor: Agne Siupienius  

Co-Sponsors: Greta Qano, Alyssa Sitkowski  

Delegation:  Addison Trail High School 

 

A BILL 

For an Act Ammending Chapter 105 Section 34-2.3, of the Illinois Compiled Statutes, 
relating to Fundraising For the Homeless. 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE YMCA YOUTH LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ILLINOIS. 

Section I. This bill will set aside one week during the school year dedicated to fundraising 1 
activities for charitable associations. 2 

Section II. One of the days must be dedicated to the local homeless community. By raising 3 
money and awareness, all students and staff will broaden their knowledge on local or 4 
national issues.  5 

Section III. All proceeds must go directly towards the school’s choice of their approved 6 
association.  7 

Section IV. School districts that fail to follow this law will jeopardize their state funding. 8 

Section V. This Bill shall go into effect on August 1st, 2017 upon the signature of the Youth 9 
Governor of the State of Illinois. 10
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STATE OF ILLINOIS 
Sixty-Eighth Session 

Illinois Youth Legislature 
 
Introduced by:  Referred to Committee:  Blue 2  
 

Senate Sponsor:   Ethan Sowl  

House Sponsor: Luke Angelillo  

Co-Sponsors: Ryan Mitchell 

Delegation: Glenbard South High School 

 
A BILL 

 
For an act creating chapter 105, section 6, of Illinois compiled statutes, relating to creating a 
minimum number of guidance counselors available at public schools based upon student population. 
 
BE IT ENACTED BY THE YMCA YOUTH LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ILLINOIS 
 
Section I. In each public high school in Illinois, there shall be a ratio of students to teachers such 1 
that each guidance counselor has no more than 100 students under  their jurisdiction; in other 2 
words, 100 students; 1 guidance counselor 3 

Section II.  Each guidance counselor is responsible for offering, and if accepted scheduling in a 4 
timely manner, a meeting twice a semester to discuss grades, classes, extracurricular and plans 5 
beyond high school 6 

Section III: In addition, students will also be guaranteed at least two opportunities to make other 7 
optional meetings with their counselor. Students will be required to make a written request if they 8 
wish to receive a meeting within the next week. If requested in a timely manner, it will be the 9 
responsibility of the counselor to schedule said meeting. 10 

Section IV: In order to allocate funds for hiring new counselors, the State will pay for this by 11 
issuing a one and a quarter (1.25) percent increase on corporate income taxes 12 

Section V: Should a school not comply with the proposed legislation, they will be fined one 13 
thousand ($1000) dollars per semester until they can accommodate the students’ needs 14 

Section VI:: Enforcement shall be upon the judgement of the state’s Board of Education. Questions 15 
and concerns regarding this issue are to be conversed with said sector. 16 

Blue - 66



RI-01  S-B-06 

  

STATE OF ILLINOIS 
Sixty-Eighth Session 

Illinois Youth Legislature 
 
Introduced by:  Referred to Committee: Blue 2  
 

Senate Sponsor: Jacob Chimack 
 

House Sponsor: Josh Laurich 
 

Co-Sponsors: Andrew Hunter and Aaron Walker 
 

Delegation: Batavia 
 
 
 

A BILL 
 
For an Act creating Chapter 105, Article lA, Section 50, of the Illinois Compiled 
Statutes, relating to starting times for Illinois public schools. 
 
BE IT ENACTED BY THE YMCA YOUTH LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ILLINOIS. 
 
Section I.  This bill shall change the starting time of elementary, middle, and high 1 
schools across the state of Illinois. The set starting time for middles schools in Illinois will 2 
be at 7:30 am, the starting time for elementary schools will start at 8:00 am, and high 3 
schools will start at 8:30 am. These selected times will not affect the bus routes of 4 
Illinois. Each bus driver will continue to drive three different bus routes but the 5 
schedule of picking up/dropping off students will be flipped around. 6 
 
Section II. If a school does not comply with this bill, the Department of Education will 7 
deduct 3% of the school's total income and will continue to increase 3% every four 8 
months until the school converts. 9 
 
Section III. No funding will be required. 10
 
Section  IV. This Bill shall go into effect on June 1, 2017 upon the signature of the Youth 11
Governor of the State of Illinois. 12
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Introduced by:  Referred to Committee:  Blue 2  

Senate Sponsor: Leslie Martinez  

House Sponsor: Alexa Sanchez  

Co-Sponsors: Perla Castaneda  

Delegation:  Eisenhower 

A BILL 

For an Act Creating Chapter 410 Section 1, of the Illinois Compiled Statutes, relating to 
Human Milk Banking. 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE YMCA YOUTH LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ILLINOIS. 

Section I. All agencies, state-owned and privately-owned, hospitals, as well as independent 1 
parties partaking in the processing and/or distribution of human milk is required to have a 2 
license as distributed by the Illinois Department of Public Health (IDPH). All agencies must 3 
undergo an inspection and meet all health code standards as designated by the state and 4 
the Illinois Department of Public Health. 5 

Section II. The application and renewal fee for the license will be $750. The license should 6 
be renewed annually by all state and private agencies. All monies collected through licensing 7 
and sale by state agencies will be used to fund IDPH Child Care Assistance Programs. 8 

Section III. Hospitals are exempt from human milk banking licensure and are therefore not 9 
authorized to sell human milk. If a party wishes to donate, any donated milk must be done 10
through hospitals. Donated milk is not authorized for sale, but may be distributed by these 11
facilities to mothers in need. 12

Section IV. All mothers must be thoroughly informed by a healthcare professional on the 13
processing and distribution of human milk prior to partaking in the actions of donating, 14
selling, or purchasing human milk. All mothers must be informed that their milk is protected 15
under state law. Upon receiving the information, all mothers must sign a terms and 16
conditions form as proof of completion. 17

Section V. All agencies and private parties have 90 days to comply with the law. Failure to 18
comply will result in an initial fine of $1000 with a $200 monthly subsequent fine until 19
compliant from the IDPH. Fines shall be administered and collected by the IDPH. 20

Section VI. This Bill shall go into effect on July 1, 2017 upon the signature of the Youth 21
Governor of the State of Illinois. 22
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Introduced by:  Referred to Committee: BBlue 2 

Senate Sponsor: Brendan Deturris  

House Sponsor: Jared Dunnett  

Co-Sponsors: Maddie Chew  

Delegation:  Naperville North 

 

A BILL 

For an Act amending Chp 110 ILCS 75/1, of the Illinois Compiled Statutes, relating to 
Illinois Department of Education.. 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE YMCA YOUTH LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ILLINOIS. 

Section I. This bill has been created in order to provide compensation for college athletes 1 
that play major sports. These sports have been a source of financial gain for their 2 
universities, and paying these athletes allows players to receive compensation for their 3 
contribution to the school. 4 

Section II. The money that needs to be raised in order to pay these athletes will be raised 5 
from the money profited by the university from ticket sales, sports merchandise sales, and 6 
any other forms of profit relating to the athletics of the university. 7 

Section III. The athletes being paid must attend one of the following public universities: 8 
University of Illinois, University of Illinois at Chicago, Illinois State University, Northern 9 
Illinois University, Western Illinois University, Southern Illinois University, and Eastern 10
Illinois University. 11

Section IV. These athletes will only be paid if they participate in a varsity sport.  In order to 12
sufficiently pay these athletes for their performance, the university will divide 2% of the 13
money earned from the athletic department evenly amongst the athletes that participate in 14
the sports listed above. The money that is divided may come from the sale of merchandise, 15
ticket sales, entry fees, or any other way in which the university makes money from athletic 16
teams. All athletes will be paid the same amount of money, as long as they participate in 17
one of the major sports included in this bill. 18
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Section V. If one of these specific universities does not comply with the terms listed in this 19
bill, the university will be punished. The penalty for a university that fails to comply with the 20
rules and regulations of this bill is that funding will be cut by the Department of Education. 21
In order to penalize the university, money that has been provided to the university, 22
specifically to the athletic departments, will no longer be provided. Any money that has 23
been used for other departments of the university will continue to be given. 24

Section VI. This Bill shall go into effect on March 1, 2017 upon the signature of the Youth 25
Governor of the State of Illinois. 26
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Introduced by:  Referred to Committee:  Blue 3  

Senate Sponsor: Scott Norekis  

House Sponsor: Brett Hanna  

Co-Sponsors: Matt Hultman & Quin Cronin  

Delegation: Andrew 

A BILL 

For an Act Amending Chapter 720 ILCS 5/12-7.1, of the Illinois Compiled Statutes, relating 
to Hate Crimes Act. 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE YMCA YOUTH LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ILLINOIS. 

Section I. This bill shall amend the State of Illinois Hate Crimes Act in paragraph (a), 1 
inserting language covering “law enforcement, firefighter/EMS, and emergency personnel”. 2 

Section II. This bill aims to reduce the amounts of physical and non-verbal personal attacks 3 
directed toward law enforcement officers, fire fighters and emergency personnel by adding 4 
their categories to the list of individuals covered by the Illinois Hate Crimes Act. 5 

Section III. An individual or group alleged to have committed an offence covered by the 6 
Illinois Hate Crimes Act shall be charged to the extent of the provisions already stated in 7 
the Act, if deemed so by a grand jury or state’s attorney, and acted upon by the state 8 
judicial branch.   9 

Section IV. This Bill shall go into effect on July 1, 2017 upon the signature of the Youth 10
Governor of the State of Illinois. 11
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LLOBBYIST POSITION PAPER 

Lobbyist Name:  Seth Myers 

Delegation: Andrew 

Aligned with Preliminary Bill #:    RRII-02 

I encourage the Youth legislature associated with the YMCA organization to pass legislation that 

will help protect innocent people who are in the emergency responder line of work. In our country 

now, more people are deciding to attack our emergency personnel. This piece of legislation aims to 

impose a sharper punishment on people convicted of hate crimes against emergency personnel. 

Merriam Webster dictionary defines a hate crime as such: a crime motivated by racial, sexual, or 

other prejudice, typically one involving violence.  

We only have 1.2 million people employed as first responders. This number is not as high as it 

should be because people are scared to become a first responder because of the risks of being 

attacked or killed in an emergency. Even though the amount of violent crimes that lead to fatalities 

are decreasing, the number of people who attack police officers deliberately are steadily going up. 

We believe that anyone who attacks emergency personnel should face the full force of the Hate 

Crimes Act. This Act currently imposes a 10-year jail sentence and it increases in length depending 

on what happened as a result of the hate crimes. I believe that this should be enforced so that our 

emergency personnel can do their jobs without a fear of being attacked by the people they are 

trying to protect or save 

Summary: I will support all legislation that places attacks on emergency personnel (police, fire, and 

EMS), a hate crime in accordance with the Illinois Hate Crimes Act.  
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Introduced by:  Referred to Committee:  Blue 3  

Senate Sponsor: Maddie Pietranek  

House Sponsor: Itzel Astudillo  

Co-Sponsors: Sydney Pilling, Priyal Patel  

Delegation:  Carmel Catholic 

 

A BILL 

For an Act Amending Chapter 625, Section 6-103, of the Illinois Compiled Statutes, relating 
to the Illinois Vehicle Code. 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE YMCA YOUTH LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ILLINOIS. 

Section I. All people applying for a driver’s license in the state of Illinois must take a state 1 
approved driving course. 2 

Section II. All people re-applying for a driver’s license after ten years of an expired license 3 
must retake a state approved driving course. 4 

Section III. All people renewing a driver’s license over the age of seventy-five must take the 5 
state road exam and also the driving written test given by the Department of motor 6 
vehicles. If it is found they cannot perform the tasks of a safe driver, and or fail the driving 7 
written test, their license will be revoked, until they are eligible to take the test(s) again. In 8 
order to be eligible to retake the test after failing, they must complete a driver’s safety 9 
course consisting of six hours of classroom and four hours behind the wheel. However, if 10
the person only failed the written driving  test, they are eligible to take the alternative 11
online driving safety course. 12

Section IV. All people renewing a driver’s license over the age of seventy-five who have 13
failed their driving test three times must complete a state approved driving safety course 14
before being eligible to retake the driving test. If it is found that they cannot pass the test 15
again, they may retake the test once more, after six months of the last failed test. If the 16
driver takes, and fails the third test they will follow the Illinois Vehicle Code, stating that 17
after third attempt the driver must complete a full driver’s education course. 18
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Section V. The Department of motor vehicles will be responsible for the enforcement of this 19
program. 20

Section VI. There will be minimum funding required, which will be paid for by the cost of the 21
additional tests, and the fees for taking the available online course. Online six hour courses 22
will cost $60 and this fee will include the cost for the course materials, course access and 23
certificate of completion. This bill needs minimal funding because the costs are only for the 24
setup of the online course, and it’s maintenance. The Department of motor vehicles will be 25
responsible for this program, and will collect its profits. The new program will be funded 26
from the people over the age of 21 who are new license holders. The fees will be used in 27
supplying more personal at the DMV. 28

Section VII. This Bill shall go into effect on January 1, 2018 upon the signature of the 29
Youth Governor of the State of Illinois. 30
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STATE OF ILLINOIS 
Sixty-Eighth Session 

Illinois Youth Legislature 
 
Introduced by:  Referred to Committee: Blue 3  
 
Senate Sponsor: Peyton D'Orazio 

 House Sponsor: Grace Tulley  

Co-Sponsors: Abby Histed 

Delegation: Northeast Independent 
 
 

A BILL 
 
For an ·Act amending Chapter 20 Section 2215 Article 4, of the Illinois Compiled Statutes, relating 
to transparency in pricing for medical supplies and services. 
 
BE IT ENACTED BY THE YMCA YOUTH LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ILLINOIS. 
 
Section  I.  All state-licensed medical facilities and providers are required to provide consumers 1 
with an updated price list for supplies and services frequently used and performed. 2 

Section  II.  Facilities and providers are responsible for presenting prices directly to consumers 3 
in an organized manner, including but not limited to, a tangible sign, online reference page, or 4 
other medium.  Facilities and providers are also responsible for reporting prices to the Illinois 5 
Department of Public Health for posting on the Illinois Hospital Report Card website. Prices 6 
must be updated annually, at the close of the provider's fiscal year. 7 

Section III. If a facility or provider fails to comply with said regulation of posted prices, the 8 
state will require a fine of $100 per patient treated the year prior by that facility or 9 
provider. The Illinois Department of Public Health is the agency responsible for enforcing 10
fines. 11

Section  IV.  This Bill shall go into effect on January 1st, 2018 upon the signature of the Youth 12
Governor of the State of Illinois.  13
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Introduced by: RReferred to Committee:  Blue 3 

Senate Sponsor:  Areli Herrera 

House Sponsor:  Anastasia Bicolli  

Co-Sponsors:  Joanna Szustek    

Delegation:   Metea Valley      

A BILL 

For an Act amending Chapter 720 Article 5 Section 33, of the Illinois Compiled Statutes, 
relating to anti-corruption  

BE IT ENACTED BY THE YMCA YOUTH LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ILLINOIS.

Section I.  Politicians, at both State and Local levels, will hereby be prohibited from 1 
accepting campaign/donation money from the special interests they regulate. 2 

Section II. “Special interests” shall hereby be defined as: Any agency, industry, company, 3 
organization, and/or lobbyists that fall under the politician’s regulation. This includes any 4 
executives, employees, and/or volunteers for these groups.  5 

Section III.  Cases relating to this issue shall be prosecuted under established bribery laws 6 
within the Illinois Compiled Statutes. It shall be prosecutable as a Class 2 Felony, punishable 7 
by 3-7 years imprisonment and a maximum fine of $25,000, as ruled by Illinois Courts of 8 
Law.  9 

Section IV. This Bill shall go into effect on June 30th, 2017 upon the signature of the Youth 10
Governor of the State of Illinois.  11
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Introduced by:  Referred to Committee:  Blue 4  

Senate Sponsor: Sophia Bos-Shadi  

House Sponsor: Tarek Bos-Shadi   

Co-Sponsors:        

Delegation:  Bradley-Bourbonnais Community High School 

 

A BILL 

For an Act amending Article 72-, Chapter 56, Sections 1-19,, of the Illinois 
Compiled Statutes, relating to marijuana use. 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE YMCA YOUTH LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ILLINOIS. 

Section I. Marijuana use outside of medicinal or prescribed use will be deemed     legal in 1 
the state of Illinois for adults of legal age of twenty-one (21).  2 

Section II. Every law in existence of the Illinois Compiled Statues that criminalizes the use of 3 
marijuana will be abolished. 4 

Section III. Any person that commits a violent crime while under the influence of marijuana 5 
will be susceptible to punishment per laws associated with the violent crime.  6 

Section IV. Current records or judicial sentences relating to non-violent marijuana usage will 7 
be absolved and pardoned after the effective date upon the passage of this bill.  8 

Section V. The sale of marijuana will be permitted, pending a business apply for and be 9 
granted a commercial business license within the state of Illinois.  10

Section VI. The state of Illinois will be permitted to collect a sales tax of 6.25% as well as 11
any additional local taxes that apply. 12

Section VII. Twenty percent of all revenue collected through taxes on the sale of marijuana 13
as well as the revenue saved on average by removing non-violent marijuana offenders from 14
state prisons will go towards rehabilitating and acclimating released prisoners to society. 15
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Section VIII.  The legal limit for THC concentration in an individual’s blood while they drive 16
will be five nanograms per milliliter of blood. 17

Section IX.If a police officer pulls an individual over under the suspicion that the individual 18
is driving under the influence of marijuana the officer will be required to call a drug 19
recognition evaluator to the scene to check for signs that the individual is impaired from 20
marijuana usage. If the officer has undergone the necessary training to be deemed a drug 21
recognition evaluator they will be permitted to evaluate the scene without the assistance of 22
another drug recognition expert. If the drug recognition evaluator deems the individual is 23
under the influence they will be taken into the local police station to conduct a blood test. 24

Section X. This Bill shall go into effect on January, 1st 2018 upon the signature of the 25
Youth Governor of the State of Illinois. 26
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Introduced by:  Referred to Committee:  Blue 4  

Senate Sponsor: Bryce Thomas  

House Sponsor: Julio Chazaro  

Co-Sponsors: Nicole Thompson, Paul Davis  

Delegation:  Carmel Catholic 

 

A BILL 

For an Act Amending Chapter 730, Section 20, of the Illinois Compiled Statutes, relating to 
the Adult Redeploy Program. 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE YMCA YOUTH LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ILLINOIS. 

Section I. This bill will help reintroduce non-violent criminal offenders to society by helping 1 
them get jobs with nonprofit organizations, as well as providing housing and proper 2 
identification. 3 

Section II. With the aid of organizations such as Mercy Housing and Volunteers of America 4 
Housing the state will provide group housing for newly released inmates. This will allow 5 
them to transition from prison to the community. They will also be provided with ways to 6 
communicate with their families. Newly released inmates will need to complete Newly 7 
released inmates will be mandated to complete five hours of community service a week for 8 
three months to receive the benefits of this bill. Community service hours will be monitored 9 
by a Department of Corrections officer, who will be asked to remain in contact with the 10
offender during their service period. 11

Section III. Criminals with non-violent offenses will be provided public counseling and job 12
training. Offenders would commit to community service with local non-profit organizations 13
in order to fully benefit from the bill. The State would help the offenders with obtaining the 14
proper identification and or training to receive a steady job within their local community. 15
The Illinois Department of Corrections and the Illinois Secretary of State will work together 16
to help criminals receive access to proper identification upon their release from prison. 17
There will be on charges issued to a released inmate for an Identification card. Criminals 18
would also need support to help them find and keep a job and not end up back in prison.  19

Blue - 79



RI-12 S-B-14

The newly released inmates will also be provided work clothes from organizations such as 20
Bridge to Success, in Chicago, which offers clothing assistance, as well as coaching, to men 21
and women to prepare them for interviews. 22

Section IV. The state will reallocate funds to local jurisdictions within the Redeploy program 23
using the Grant Revenue Fund. The management and distribution of these funds will be 24
tasked to the Adult Redeploy Illinois Oversight Board. This board consist of many different 25
probation departments, state agencies, and community-based groups. The co-chairs are the 26
Secretary of the department of human service, and the director of the department of 27
corrections. With the aid of non-profit organizations, we will be able to sustain this bill. 28

Section V. The state of Illinois will provide small incentives to businesses who hire non-29
violent offenders. Incentives would include a minor tax reduction to get businesses to 30
participate and hire offenders out of prison. Businesses would need to file a hiring report 31
for the year and there would be a reduction for every criminal that the business had hired 32
from the previous year. Any tax reductions or incentives would be given to the business the 33
next year. 34

Section VI. This Bill shall go into effect on January 1, 2018 upon the signature of the Youth 35
Governor of the State of Illinois. 36
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LOBBYIST POSITION PAPER 

Lobbyist Name: Connor Pierson      

Delegation: Carmel Catholic 

Bill #: RI-12  

I encourage the YMCA Youth Legislature to pass a bill that mandates rehabilitation of convicted 

criminals into productive members of society. 

Counties should be mandated to offer convicts who have recently come out of prison with programs to 

integrate them back into society. Because they need to have some help, or they will turn to crime or end 

up homeless. Our prisoners need to be reintegrated into society or they will continue to be liabilities in 

society, such as being homeless or returning to crime. As a cause of an inability to get a job that can 

support themselves. They should be put into programs that give them jobs with other released convicts. 

This is because released prisoners struggle to find jobs, as their criminal background make it so that 

employers overlook them when they apply for jobs.  

When prisoners are released, these people have no money, and some don't even have any family or 

friends, and these people are expected to live productive lives.With programs that give released 

prisoners jobs, they would no longer end up back in prison or end up homeless. This would allow them to 

give back to society, by paying taxes, instead of leeching of taxpayer money for the rest of their lives.. 

All criminals regardless of age, gender, race, or severity in crime should be given an equal opportunity to 

be rehabilitated. According to the statistics gathered by the Bureau of Justice Statistics, 75% of all 

released prisoners were arrested within the first 5 years of release in 2014. 37% of prisoners who were 

arrested within five years of release were arrested within the first six months after release, with more 

than half 57% arrested by the end of the first year. 

Rehabilitation programs in counties would protect our citizens, and protect/integrate prisoners back into 

society. By mandating rehabilitation programs in local counties, the country would have much more 

prisoners who gave back to society, instead of being incarcerated. 

Summary:  I will support all legislation that promotes rehabilitation of criminals into productive 

members of society  
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Introduced by:  Referred to Committee:  Blue 4  

Senate Sponsor: Nancy Montes  

House Sponsor: Carlos Oliva  

Co-Sponsors: Michael Basta, Sarah Haskell  

Delegation:  Eisenhower 

 

A BILL 

For an Act Creating Chapter 415 Section 20, of the Illinois Compiled Statutes, relating to 
Solid Waste Management Act. 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE YMCA YOUTH LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ILLINOIS. 

Section I. A $25 increase in the landfill tipping fee per disposal for Municipal Solid Waste 1 
will be applied. The cost difference accrued will be the responsibility of each separate 2 
municipality using the landfill.  3 

Section II. If the municipality chooses to transfer the cost difference to its residents, there 4 
will be an incentive for those whom choose to compost. This incentive will come in the form 5 
of a tax rebate. The rebate amount shall be determined and adjusted by each municipality 6 
on a yearly basis on a cost ratio. 7 

Section III. Proof of compost will be verified by the separate municipality workers. Based on 8 
the assessment by the representative, the tax rebate will be issued.  9 

Section IV. Municipalities participating in the compost rebate program may submit a state 10
tax write-off form from the Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) for proof of lessening 11
the landfill burden and reducing overall waste. Tax write-offs will be awarded based on 12
proof of less tipping in local landfills. Municipalities must prove a reduction of at least 10% 13
to be eligible for the tax write-off. 14

Section V.  This Bill shall go into effect on June 1, 2017 upon the signature of the Youth 15
Governor of the State of Illinois. 16
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Introduced by:  Referred to Committee:  Blue 4  

Senate Sponsor: Ari Bermudez  

House Sponsor: Gabi Trespalacios  

Co-Sponsors: Lauren Anderson  

Delegation: Naperville Central High School 

A BILL 

For an Act Amending Chapter 105, Section 5, Article 1B-13, of the Illinois Compiled 
Statutes, relating to school mascots. 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE YMCA YOUTH LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ILLINOIS. 

Section I. Illinois high schools must change their school’s mascots, athletic team’s name, 1 
and nicknames if they involve the use of racial or discriminatory language.  Schools must 2 
select a new name, mascot, or nickname and will refrain from purchasing or distributing 3 
uniforms to school employees and students that are deemed offensive. 4 

Section II. Schools will refrain from purchasing and creating any yearbook, newspaper, 5 
media, or program that uses the prohibited mascot, athletic team name, or nickname for the 6 
sale and distribution to any school employees or students new purchases on marquees, 7 
signs, murals, or any other decorative addition to the school should refrain from using the 8 
prohibited mascots, athletic team names, or nicknames.  9 

Section III. Schools that use the prohibited schools’ athletic team name, mascot, or 10
nickname on the interior or exterior of their facility, must remove the restricted name no 11
later than the next time that part of the facility is replaced in the normal course of 12
maintenance.  13

Section IV. It is intended that the school’s new mascot, athletic team name, or nickname 14
does not immediately require a replacement of materials or structures to be replaced 15
without the enactment of this article. 16

Section V. Schools must meet these new guidelines by the first day of their upcoming school 17
year in 2017.  If the school fails to cooperate, general state funding will be cut. 18

Section VI. No funding necessary. 19

Section VII. This Bill shall go into effect on August 1, 2017 upon the signature of the Youth 20
Governor of the State of Illinois. 21
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Introduced by:  Referred to Committee:  Blue 5  

Senate Sponsor: Nicole Kaminski  

House Sponsor: Samantha Butzen  

Co-Sponsors: Liz Kang, Matthew Schumaker  

Delegation: Carl Sandburg High School 

A BILL 

For an Act amending Act 235, Article 6, Chapter 5, Section 6-20, of the Illinois 
Compiled Statutes, relating to Alcohol Immunity. 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE YMCA YOUTH LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ILLINOIS. 

Section I. A person under the age of 21 (twenty-one), who calls 9-1-1 to report an 1 
emergency situation, who is under the influence, cannot be taken into custody, charged, or 2 
convicted for under-age consumption of alcohol. 3 

Section II. The person is exempt from charges for underage consumption of alcohol, minor 4 
possession of alcohol, public intoxication, and minor transport of alcohol under this law. 5 

Section III. If the caller is breaking any law other than the ones exempted in section II  at 6 
the scene, they may be charged for those offenses. 7 

Section IV. In order for this exemption to be valid, the caller must act in good faith by 8 
complying with law enforcement officials. The caller must provide his/her full name, answer 9 
any questions the emergency responder or officer has for them, remain on the scene until 10
medical assistance or police arrive, and be cooperative with authorities at the scene. 11

Section V. This limited exemption will not apply if law enforcement officials have probable 12
cause or reasonable suspicion to detain, arrest, or search the person who made the phone 13
call. 14

Section VI. This Bill shall go into effect on January 1, 2018 upon the signature of the Youth 15
Governor of the State of Illinois. 16
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LLOBBYIST POSITION PAPER 
 
 
Lobbyist Name: Jenny Kang        

Delegation: Carl Sandburg High School       

Aligned with Preliminary Bill #: RII-11 

 

Most underage drinking people can be in danger of consuming alcohol, for example like alcohol poisoning 

and in these situations there must be someone whom should call 9-1-1 or it can even result to death. 

According to The Medical Amnesty Initiative, 68% of teens report they fear getting in trouble and being 

cited by law enforcement when they drink. When someone is in a dangerous situation because of 

drinking alcohol, you will have no option but to call the ambulance. However there are times where 

underage drinkers hesitate during this situation because you might get in trouble with the law. In Cornell 

University, they have recorded that there were 19% of college students who drink call a report for a 

highly intoxicated individual they were with, but only 4% actually made the call according to the Medical 

Amnesty Initiative. I believe that the YMCA Youth Legislature should pass a bill of a person who is under 

the influence whom calls 9-1-1 to report an emergency situation and later cannot be taken into custody, 

charged, or convicted for under-age consumption of alcohol. 

Statistics show from the Medical Amnesty Initiative that alcohol related unintentional injuries are the 

leading cause of death among young people in the United States meaning many people under the 

influence would have to call 9-1-1. There has been about 4,300 deaths during each year and in 2010, 

there were about 189,000 people under age 21 who were sent to emergency rooms because of alcohol 

according to the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention. Additionally the number of alcohol-related 

calls from Emergency Medical Services increased by almost 700% each year. 

Summary: Every year, thousands of young people die because people hesitate or do not call the 

ambulance because they are scared to call 9-1-1 and it would go on their criminal record.  If this law is 

passed, the callers would have more confidence without getting in trouble.  
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Introduced by:  Referred to Committee  Blue 5:: 

Senate Sponsor: Antoinette Lobello  

House Sponsor: Connor Ray  

Co-Sponsors: Carter Pobloske  

Delegation:  Lake Park High School 

 

A BILL 

For an Act creating a law in Chapter 815, Section 409, Article 1, of the Illinois 
Compiled Statutes, relating to a price ceiling for all medical drugs. 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE YMCA YOUTH LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ILLINOIS. 

Section I. Businesses that sell medical drugs are required to abide by a price ceiling, which 1 
will be determined by a panel of economists, no more than 10 but no less than 3. The 2 
economists will be chosen by the Illinois state legislators and work on the panel for five 3 
years. The price ceiling will be readjusted due to economic changes, such as inflation, 4 
market crashes, supply costs, and other such changes. 5 

Section II. The price ceiling will be an equation, the cost of making the item multiplied by 6 
three, which is the maximum price a company can sell their product.  7 

Section III. If a business was to violate this act, they will be punished with a 5% tax on all of 8 
their sold goods, and a one-year probation period. This is done to discourage companies 9 
from entering the black market, and thus undermining the economy. Every three months the 10
company does not comply after the first punishment, the tax will increase by 5% until they 11
comply with the law. The Illinois state police will have the power to enforce the law. 12

Section IV. A quarter percent increase in state sales tax will fund the panel of economists 13
and fund the enforcement of this law. The state legislature can determine the salary of the 14
economists. 15

Section IV. This Bill shall go into effect on July 1, 2017 upon the signature of the Youth 16
Governor of the State of Illinois. 17
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Introduced by:  Referred to Committee: Blue 5  

 
Senate Sponsor:  Nathan Higgins  

House Sponsor:  Benjamin Vacek  

Co-Sponsors: Craig Rowland 

Delegation: Batavia High School 
 

A BILL 
 
 
For an Act Chapter 820 of the Illinois Compiled Statutes Article 22/Section 520 relating to 
mandatory union membership. 
 
BE IT ENACTED BY THE YMCA YOUTH LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ILLINOIS 
 
Section I.  prohibiting, as a condition of employment, membership in labor organization or 1 
payments to a labor organization and providing a penalty. 2 

Section  II  No  person  may  require, as a condition of obtaining or continuing employment, 3 
an individual to do any of the following: 4 

1.  Refrain or resign from membership in, voluntary affiliation with, or voluntary Financial 5 
support of a labor organization. 6 

2. Become or remain a member of a labor organization. 7 

3. Pay any dues, fees, assessments, or other charges or expenses of any kind or amount, or 8 
provide anything of value, to a labor organization. 9 

4. Pay to any 3rd party an amount that is in place of, equivalent to, or any portion of dues, 10
fees, assessments, or other charges or expenses required of Members of, or employees 11
represented by, a labor organization. 12

Section III. Any union who violates this act is guilty of a Class A misdemeanor and must pay a 13
fine determined by a judge and enforced by the Department of Labor. 14

Section IV.  This Bill shall go into effect on June 1,  2017 upon the  signature of the Youth 15
Governor of the State of Illinois. 16
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Introduced by:  Referred to Committee:  Blue 5  

Senate Sponsor: Ashwin Rajnish  

House Sponsor: Madison Smith  

Co-Sponsors: ______  

Delegation:  Naperville Central High School 

 

A BILL 

For an Act amending Chapter 510, Section 70, Article 17, of the Illinois Compiled Statutes, 
relating to Onychectomy of cats. 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE YMCA YOUTH LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ILLINOIS. 

Section I. No persons or veterinarians shall attempt or pay a veterinarian to attempt to 1 
perform an onychectomy, commonly referred to as a declawing, on any cat or kitten in their 2 
possession.  Onychectomies will be defined as any surgery which removes any or all of 3 
distal phalanges of a cat’s paws.  4 

Section II. No persons shall attempt or pay a veterinarian to attempt to perform an 5 
onychectomy except in circumstances in which there is a member of the household who 6 
owns a cat who is immunocompromised, that is, who has a weakened immune system due to 7 
serious illness or disease, or in which the only alternative is euthanasia, in which case a 8 
licensed veterinarian must verify with the State the purpose of the surgery, and in which 9 
cases tendonectomy shall be preferred but not required.  10

Section III. Cities, counties, or the state has the right to punish violators of this bill under 11
Section 3.01 of the Humane Care for Animals Act. Cat owners who attempt to perform or 12
perform onychectomies shall be detained through their local Police Departments, and 13
veterinarians who perform or attempt to perform illegal onychectomies shall be detained via 14
their local Police Department and the Illinois Department of Financial & Professional 15
Regulation Veterinary Board. First offenses will be treated as a Class A Misdemeanor. 16
Second and continuing offenses will be treated as Class 4 Felonies. Veterinarians who 17
commit subsequent offenses will have their licenses revoked. Regulation for this bill shall go 18
through Animal Control agencies at the local level before going to local law enforcement.  19
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Animal Control agencies shall be required to report recently declawed cats to their local law 20
enforcement.  21

Section IV. Whereas Section 3.04 of the Humane Care for Animals Act shall be amended to 22
allow for the enforcement of this bill.  23

Section V.  Regulation for this bill shall go through Animal Control agencies at the local 24
level. Animal Control agencies shall be required to report recently declawed cats to their 25
local law enforcement. 26

Section VI.  Exceptions for this bill detailed in Section II shall be regulated through County 27
governments. County governments shall be required to create a Board to regulate 28
applications for onychectomy. County governments shall accept applications only if they 29
meet one of the following criterion: 30

Condition 1a: Have a certified doctor’s report that the owner of the cat is 31
immunocompromised due to illness, 32

Condition 1b: Have the approval of the veterinarian used by the cat owner, 33

 OR 34

Condition 2: Have verification from the veterinarian used by the cat owner that the 35
cat will be euthanized if an onychectomy is not performed. 36

Section VII.  This Bill shall go into effect on January 1, 2018  upon the signature of the 37
Youth Governor of the State of Illinois. 38
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Introduced by:  Referred to Committee  Blue 6:: 

Senate Sponsor: Stephanie Hartman  

House Sponsor: Maria Marzullo  

Co-Sponsors: Dana Mazei, Anjali Chudgar  

Delegation: Carl Sandburg 

A BILL 

For an Act Creating 735 Section 30, of the Illinois Compiled Statutes, relating to Eminent 
Domain. 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE YMCA YOUTH LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ILLINOIS. 
Section I. The Illinois Legislature shall create a branch of the Illinois Judiciary System in 1 
which a board of reviewers will oversee and approve claims of Eminent Domain in the 2 
state. Reviewers will deny claims based off of whether the project will inflict 3 
considerable harm—as deemed by the Board of Reviewers prior to approval or denial—4 
to the environment, create a project that does not deliver any economic benefit and or 5 
benefits whatsoever to the greater good of the people. Reviewers will grant claims to 6 
projects that will benefit the community more than it will harm it. This process will take 7 
place before any land is condemned. 8 

Section II. The Review Board will consist of a panel of three active judges in the Illinois 9 
Judiciary System. These judges will be allowed to bring in up to five consultants per 10
case; each representing unique characteristics of the case. These may involve 11
environmental concerns, farmer rights, business interests, outside investigators etc. 12
However, the consultants may not have any personal or professional connection to the 13
parties involved in the case. Approval or denial will result in the majority vote by the 14
three judges. 15

Section III. This would not pertain to any act of Eminent Domain in Illinois pursued by 16
the United States Federal Government. 17

Section IV. Funding for the Review Board will be derived from existing funds for 18
Governor’s Agencies which consists of 68.3% of State Funding. The Review Board will 19
require a base fund of .2% of the Governor’s Agencies in order to provide the 20
necessary equipment for the Review Board. These funds would become part of the 21
court’s funding which would then total .7% of State Funds. 22

Section V. This Bill shall go into effect on September 1, 2017 upon the signature of the 23
Youth Governor of the State of Illinois. 24
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LLOBBYIST POSITION PAPER 

Lobbyist Name: Alicia Lopera 

Delegation: Carl Sandburg High School 

Aligned with Preliminary Bill #:  RII-12 

I encourage the YMCA Youth Legislature to pass a bill that would legalize a panel of judges to hold 

eminent domain cases. 

Within the state of Illinois, the use of eminent domain should be legalized to combat the unfairness use 

of eminent domain cases in the state.  By enacting a branch in the government to just hold eminent 

domain cases, the public would be treated with fairness and there would be checks and balances.  A 

branch would help out weed out the bad cases so the judges in in the state could work on other things. 

According to Castle Coalition Illinois has a grade of a D+ when it comes to the property owners 

protection while other states like South Dakota have an A.  For the state to get a better grade it would 

be in the state's best interest to make a new board to handle eminent domain cases. If the state would 

have a board to review eminent domain cases there would be a change for the best. Like in the case of 

Willis and Vivian Brahmstaedt vs Illinois. Their case took over 13 years to be resolved.  With a board 

especially to review eminent domain cases justice will be served in a timely order. 

For the protection of the people in Illinois a board that holds just eminent domain cases should be made. 

Summary: I will support any legislation promoting the legalization of a branch that just holds eminent 

domain cases. 
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Introduced by:  Referred to Committee:  Blue 6  

Senate Sponsor: Chloe Harris  

House Sponsor: Alyssa Anderson  

Co-Sponsors: Maheeka Shah, Stephanie Zachemski  

Delegation: Lake Park High School 

A BILL 

For an Act creating Chapter 5 article 10, of the Illinois Compiled Statutes, relating to later 
start times for high schools. 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE YMCA YOUTH LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ILLINOIS. 

Section I. High Schools will start at 8:30 a.m. and end at 3:30 p.m. 1 

Section II. Schools who fail to meet the requirements of these starting and ending times will 2 
cause the state to withhold $5,000 worth of funding for the first month. Every month they 3 
fail to meet the regulations after the first offense, the money withdrawn from funding will 4 
increase by $1,000. The State Board of Education will withhold and collect the money. State 5 
funding is not needed to enforce this bill. 6 

Section III. The State Board of education will have a file of when every high school starting 7 
times are. These employees in charge will be paid extra with the withheld money the schools 8 
would receive. If schools start to obey and funding is no longer withheld, these people will 9 
return back to their normal jobs within the state board of education. The more schools who 10
disobey these regulations, the more funding their districts will not have, which may create 11
new permanent job positions. The superintendent of each school would report back to the 12
state to ensure the schools are following procedure.  13

Section IV. This Bill shall go into effect on August 1st, 2017 upon the signature of the 14
Youth Governor of the State of Illinois. 15
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Lobbyist Name: Kevin Antony       

Delegation: Lake Park High School      

Aligned with Preliminary Bill #:        RI-24 

 

I encourage the YMCA Youth Legislature to pass a bill that makes high schools start later in the 

day. 

As the body’s circadian rhythms push back the time that teens go to sleep. According to a study 

done by Brown University, kids are going to bed at around 10:40 p.m. on average, yet over 75% of 

high schools start before 8:30. Despite this fact, most high schools continue to have start times 

early in the morning. These early start times can have a plethora of detrimental effects on the 

student both in and out of the classroom. 

Early start times in highschool can have negative effects on students inside the classroom. When 

researchers analyzed eight schools in Minnesota, Colorado, and Wyoming showed that when 

schools started later in the morning, it resulted in a boost in attendance, test scores, and grades in 

math, english, science, and social studies. In addition, improvements in academic achievements were 

nearly twice as high in students from economically disadvantaged homes. 

Lack of sleep poses various problems to students outside of the classroom as well. According to 

the CDC, a lack of sleep can cause higher rates of obesity and depression in teens. In addition to 

being more susceptible to disease, lack of sleep makes teens more likely to have depression and be 

in motor-vehicle accidents. This drops the quality of life for students unnecessarily. 

At the end of the day, students learn better when they’re awake. By pushing back the times that 

high school start, students will wake up feeling refreshed and ready to perform academically. In 

addition, the negative effects of sleep deprivation clearly highlights the urgency of this situation. If 

students are the next generation of our society, why wouldn’t we want the best for them. 

Summary:    I support any legislation that pushes back high school start time. 
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Introduced by: Referred to Committee: Blue6
 
Senate Sponsor: Emmy Ozanne  

House Sponsor: Ivy Flessen  

Delegation: Batavia 

 
A BILL 

 
For an act repealing Chapter 122, Article 27, Section 6 of the Illinois Compiled  Statutes, 
relating to ending  mandatory  physical  education. 
 
BE IT ENACTED BY THE YMCA YOUTH LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ILLINOIS. 
 
 
Section I. This act will disallow any public High School to mandate Physical Education as a 1 
required course in order to graduate. 2 

Section II. If any public High School refuses to follow this mandate, then they shall be 3 
forced to suffer a monetary penalty. 4 

Section III. The monetary penalty shall be the elimination of any state contribution to the 5 
High School disregarding this mandate. 6 

Section IV. This bill will be enforced by the supervision of public High Schools, by the 7 
enforcement arm of the Department of Education. 8 

Section V. This bill shall go into effect on August 30th, 2017 upon the signature of the 9 
Governor of  the State of Illinois.10
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Introduced by:  Referred to Committee: Blue 6  

Senate Sponsor:   Serena Bernal 

House Sponsor:    Sarika Dev      

Co-Sponsors:      

Delegation:   Metea Valley High School 

A BILL 

For an Act amending 35 ILCS 105/2 of the Illinois Compiled Statutes, relating to the creation of a 
tax on plastic bags. 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE YMCA YOUTH LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ILLINOIS. 

Section I. This bill will enact a tax upon plastic bags to encourage the use of reusable bags, thus 1 
decreasing the waste of nonrenewable resources. 2 

Section II. A levy of five (5) cents per used plastic bag will be added to the total receipt of 3 
consumers within stores that provide this resource across Illinois. This levy will be determined by 4 
the cashier, as he/she will count the amount of plastic bags used and then will add them to the 5 
total due accordingly. 6 

Section III. The revenue raised from this tax will be used to fund the environmental facilities that 7 
aim to clean the conditions of Illinois, such as the Illinois Environmental Protection Agency. This will 8 
fund the research and prevention of land pollution, or however else the Illinois Environmental 9 
Protection Agency deems fit. 10 

Section IV. This Bill shall go into effect on June 30, 2017 upon the signature of the Youth Governor 11 
of the State of Illinois. 12 
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SSTATE OF ILLINOIS 

Sixty-Eighth Session 
Illinois Youth Legislature 

Introduced by:  Referred to Committee:  Blue 7  

Senate Sponsor: Season Hall  

House Sponsor: Shamarah Patnett  

Co-Sponsors: 

Delegation: Wendell Phillips Academy 

A BILL 

For an Act Amending Chapter 17 Promissory Note and Bank Holiday Act., of the Illinois 
Compiled Statutes, relating to Bank Holidays. 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE YMCA YOUTH LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ILLINOIS. 

Section I. The second Monday in October, previously known as Columbus Day will 1 
henceforth be recognized as Indigenous People’s Day. 2 

Section II. This Bill shall go into effect on July 1, 2017, upon the signature of the Youth 3 
Governor of the State of Illinois. 4 
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STATE OF ILLINOIS 

Sixty-Eighth Session 
Illinois Youth Legislature 

 

Introduced by:  Referred to Committee:  Blue 7  

Senate Sponsor: Alexis Belmonte  

House Sponsor: Anissa Patel  

Co-Sponsors: Caroline Dickerson and Cameron Slade  

Delegation:  Lake Park High School 

 

A BILL 

For an Act creating Chapter 625 Article 5, of the Illinois Compiled Statutes, relating to 
usage of handicap parking spaces by woman in the third trimester of pregnancy. 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE YMCA YOUTH LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ILLINOIS. 

Section I. Women in their third trimester of pregnancy can use a public handicap parking 1 
space 2 

Section II. Pregnant women will be able to receive a handicap parking pass from their 3 
physician after they have entered the third trimester of pregnancy. The physician will sign a 4 
form acknowledging that the women is in their third trimester of pregnancy. This form will 5 
be sent to the Secretary of State who will process the pass. The handicap-parking pass will 6 
be all throughout the third trimester of pregnancy as well as one month (4 weeks) after the 7 
due date of the woman’s pregnancy. 8 

Section III. All persons who violate handicap parking laws and illegally park in handicap 9 
spaces will have to pay up to 750 dollars in fine. Violated handicap passes will be enforced 10
by local police authorities. 11

Section IV. This bill shall go into effect on January 1, 2018 upon the signature of the Youth 12
Governor of the State of Illinois. 13
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SSTATE OF ILLINOIS 
 

Sixty-Eighth Session  
Illinois Youth Legislature 

 
 
Introduced by:  Referred to Committee:  Blue 7  
 
Senate  Sponsor: Evin Janik  

House Sponsor: Kayla Little  

Co-Sponsors: Hannah Katz 

Delegation: Batavia High School 

 
A BILL 

 
For  an  Act  creating  Chapter  210,  Article  77  Section 1, of the Illinois Compiled Statutes, relating to 
making abortions more accessible to women all across the state of Illinois. 
 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE YMCA YOUTH LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ILLINOIS. 
 
Section I.  Every  county  in  the state  of Illinois  is required  to  have at least one (1) health clinic that 1 
offers safe abortion services within a fifty (50) mile radius if one (1) is  not already present. The 2 
construction  of a new facility  is not  required  as long as the service is offered  in  a healthcare  facility  3 
by at least one (1) qualified healthcare professional. 4 
Section  II. Safe  abortions  are abortions that occur before the fetus becomes viable, which is  outlined  5 
in  the Illinois Abortion  Law of 1975.   Safe abortions exclude intact dilation & extraction  as  made  6 
clear  in  the  Partial-Birth  Abortion  Ban  Act of 2003.  The health  clinics must provide both surgical 7 
and medicinal abortions that meet the standards of the National Abortion Federation. A qualified 8 
healthcare professional meets the standards and qualifications set forth by the Illinois Department 9 
of Financial & Professional Regulations. 10
Section  III.  Any  county who does not meet the requirements  of  this  Act  are in violation and are 11
guilty of a misdemeanor  and shall be fined one percent  (1%) of the county  budget  and  be  required  12
meet  the  conditions   of  this  Act  within  one (1) calendar year. If  the county does not  meet these 13
requirements,  they  will be fined an additional  1%  of  the  county's  budget  every  year  the  county  14
does  not  comply with this Act.  The Illinois Department  of  Justice  will  be given  the  power to 15
enforce the penalty. 16
Section  IV.  Any funding  necessary  for  the  bill will come from revenue made by raising sales tax 17
state wide by one hundredth of a percent (.01) in every county. The cap for  sales tax  in the state 18
would remain at eleven (11)  percent. This  would rise around one hundred  million  dollars  19
($100,000,000)  in  revenue. Any surplus of revenue from this tax increase will be redirected  back to  20
the counties that the money originally came from at the end of each calendar year. 21
Section  V. This Bill shall  go into effect  immediately  upon the  signature  of the  Youth Governor  of 22
the  State of Illinois.23
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SSTATE OF ILLINOIS 

Sixty-Eighth Session 
Illinois Youth Legislature 

Introduced by:  Referred to Committee:  Blue 7  

Senate Sponsor: Rebecca Gilbert  

House Sponsor: Jay Rixie  

Co-Sponsors: Brendan Wagner, Will Buettner  

Delegation: Naperville North High School 

A BILL 

For an Act Amending 610 ILCS 5, of the Illinois Compiled Statutes, relating to Mental Health 
Safety at Railroads. 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE YMCA YOUTH LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ILLINOIS. 

Section I. This bill will construct suicide phones near Metra railroads in the state of Illinois. 1 

Section II. Every railroad crossing on the 11 Metra Train Lines will have a suicide phone that 2 
will be constructed through the Department of Transportation. 3 

Section III. These phones will be managed by the Illinois Department of Transportation. Calls 4 
will be directed to the National Suicide Prevention Lifeline. 5 

Section IV. Funding for this bill will come from a $1 increase in 10-Ride and Monthly tickets 6 
from Metra. After 2022 or when all phones are constructed, the price will revert back to 7 
normal. 8 

Section V. This Bill shall go into effect on December 25th, 2017 upon the signature of the 9 
Youth Governor of the State of Illinois. 10
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SSTATE OF ILLINOIS 

Sixty-Eighth Session 

Illinois Youth Legislature 

Introduced by:  Referred to Committee: Blue 7  

Senate Sponsor: Makayla King   

House Sponsor: Maggie Stewart 

Co-Sponsors:   Kelsey Stanton 

Delegation:  Murphysboro 

A BILL 

For an Amendment of Sec. 316 of 720 ILCS 570, relating to prescription drug abuse. 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE YMCA YOUTH LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ILLINOIS.  
1 

Section I. (a)(2). The information required to be transmitted under this Section must be transmitted 2 
on real-time, that being within five minutes of the point-of sale on the date the substance is 3 
dispensed or prescribed. 4 

Section II.  The dispenser and the prescriber must refer to the program at the point-of-sale and 5 
point-of-prescription. 6 

Section III. Part(c). The collection of data on select drugs and scheduled substances by the 7 
Prescription Monitoring Program may be used as a tool for addressing oversight requirements of 8 
long-term care institutions as set forth by Public Act 96-1372. The collection of data on select 9 
drugs and scheduled substances by the Prescription Monitoring Program must be used as a tool for 10
addressing oversight requirements of long-term care institutions as set forth by Public Act 96-11
1372.  12

Section IV. This bill shall go into effect upon the signature of the Youth Governor of the State of 13
Illinois. 14
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SSTATE OF ILLINOIS 

Sixty-Eighth Session 
Illinois Youth Legislature 

Introduced by:  Referred to Committee:  Blue 3  

Senate Sponsor: Rafael Hernandez  

House Sponsor: Alana Born  

Co-Sponsors: Yamili Guzman  

Delegation: Shepard 

A BILL 

For an Act ammending Chapter 118, Section 27, of the Illinois Compiled Statutes, relating 
to including sales tax onto the price tag of goods. 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE YMCA YOUTH LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ILLINOIS. 

Section I. This bill benefits the consumer by having taxes included onto the price tag at a 1 
store. The sales tax must be included in the price tag for all products one dollar ($1) and 2 
above. 3 

Section II.  This law will affect local businesses and national corporations that have stores 4 
in Illinois. Stores will still be able to advertise products on all platforms without including 5 
sales tax. At the store, the price tag of the good must list the price with the sales tax 6 
included. 7 

Section III. A fine of five hundred dollars ($500) will be implemented on each store that 8 
does not comply to the law. Fines collected from this bill will be allocated to the Illinois 9 
Department of Commerce and Economic Opportunity to fund grants for small business 10
owners.  11

Section IV. This fine and the oversight of this bill will be enforced by the Illinois Department 12
of Revenue. 13

Section V. This Bill shall go into effect on January 1, 2018 upon the signature of the Youth 14
Governor of the State of Illinois. 15

Blue - 101



S-B-30 

LLOBBYIST POSITION PAPER 
 
 
 
 
Lobbyist Name: Alan Krolikowski  

Delegation: Alan B. Shepard High School 

Preliminary bill number: RII-23 

I encourage the Youth and Government to pass the bill regarding sales tax on price tags 
 
The bill proposes that in the state of Illinois, sales tax should be included on the price tags of 
products. Today, we go to stores and look at a price and we know that its not the actual price 
because tax isn't included to the price tag. This creates problems for those who are going through 
financial issues and don't know wether they have enough money to buy certain products unless 
they do the math and calculate the sales tax into the products price. 
 
 In some places around the globe, this isn't a problem. According to a Polish article titled 
"Companies wanting to sell products, must include full price", the European Union has a sales tax 
called VAT where taxes around the EU are always included in the products. The reason why the EU 
includes taxes specifically in Poland is because they want to encourage consumers with prices that 
they can trust. The EU believes that not including tax in products is a lie that citizens shouldn't 
have to deal with. They also have required that all products prices also be made by kilogram, so 
consumers may compare products by kilograms. This makes the lives of Poles and other Europeans 
easier. If European nations can do this, why can't we do this in the state of Illinois?  
 
Another problem is that tax in the states varies widely. A website states that the Illinois state tax 
is 6.25%, but can range up to 11% depending on local municipalities. This creates a problem for 
those who might be financially unstable and do their best to monitor their fiancees. Not all citizens 
of Illinois know what is the sales tax in which region which makes it difficult to calculate the final 
price on products. Adding the sales tax of the product on the price tag will make the lives of those 
who are financially troubled easier.  
 
Summary: I believe that the bill should be passed to make the lives of those who monitor expenses 
easier and that we could know what we are actually going to pay for.  
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PProposal Author(s): Rizwan Amir  

Delegation: Neuqua Valley High School 

Proposal Topic: Smart Technology to Attract New Businesses and Millenials 

Position Statement: Illinois should use smart technology to attract new businesses and millennials 
to increase the output of the workforce and decrease unemployment. This can be done through a 
select group called Innovation Illinois. This organization is dedicated in creating new and improved 
public policies based on smart technology implemented into businesses.  

Proposal:  

1. According to Millennials at Work: Reshaping the Workplace, millennials will account for 50% of the
workforce by 2020. With the spread of new technology, many businesses and communities have
struggled in finding skilled workers. This is due to the fact that they lack the necessary smart
technology to attract millennials, or in other words skilled workers. This generation will be the
future of this world, and it is important for companies to invest in technology that can be suitable
environments for these individuals.

2. Illinois has numerous high-tech facilities and research based sectors that have the sole initiative to
improve the workforce and economy. However, these facilities and sectors are not being
implemented for the state’s needs because Illinois lacks the capital. One important step in ensuring
more capital for technological investments is strengthening the Technology Development Act. The
sole purpose of this policy is to allow the State Treasurer to invest no greater than 1% of its
investment portfolio in a technology based sectors.

3. Illinois also needs to ensure that workers will gain benefits in these workplaces. To attract new
businesses and millennials, Illinois must make sure to strengthen the benefits of healthcare,
retirement, and technological aspects. According to statistics from the Society of Human Resource 
Management regarding benefits in the workforce, these benefits will have the greatest impact in
recruiting new millennial workers and retaining partnerships with other businesses.

4. A partnership with Innovation Illinois will be a beneficial advantage in increasing the amount of
millennials in the workforce. Innovation Illinois seeks to increase funding for smart technology by
doing just that. This is an organization working to strengthen public policies that involve smart
technology to attract new technologically innovative businesses and skilled millennial workers. If
Illinois can work alongside this organization, change can come through with millennials and new
businesses.

Expected Results:

Strong public policies made with the help of Innovation Illinois and the Illinois state government can
ensure a massive increase in millennials in the workforce and can attract new technologically
advanced businesses. The benefits provided by workplaces will attract millennials and retain
partnerships with technologically advanced businesses.As a result, Illinois can improve its overall
economy and infrastructure.
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PProposal Author: Colleen Bassett        

Delegation: Bradley Bourbonnais        

Proposal Topic: What alternative schedules should Illinois schools adopt to be more effective?        

Position Statement: Later start times should be adopted in high schools to promote better learning and 

development for students.  

 

Proposal:   
 

1. As suggested by the National Sleep Foundation, later start times may be a solution to assist 
with teenage sleep deprivation. Changing the average school day from 8:00 am – 3:00 pm 
to 9:00 am – 4:00 pm is the most reasonable way to help with sleep deprivation. 

2. Although it may seem like an immense change for public schools to make a change in school 
hours, it will ultimately be a positive way to increase school performance. With the change 
of school hours, there would also be many other factors to be included such as busing 
schedules, but many of these problems have easy solutions. 

 
 
Expected Results:  

If later school start times in Illinois high schools are implemented, not only physical improvement 
will be expected, but mental and academic success is to be expected. The later start times are 
created to allow for proper circadian rhythm cycles for teenagers. With the change in times, 
physical well-being and alertness is to be documented among teens, as well as a noticeable 
increase in academic performance. In conclusion, with the change in start times, many Illinois high 
school students will be expected to have a positive behavioral, physical, and mental change. 
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PProposal Author(s): Reid Basso       

Delegation: Sesser-Valier       

Proposal Topic:Illinois should have a 4 day school week with longer school days.        

Position Statement:      To change the 5 day school week system down to 4 days. This is a fairly new 

idea that should receive serious consideration, due to the fact it might play a role in improving Illinois’ 

educational success.   

 

Proposal:   
1. A 4 day week will relax students as well as teachers and cause a morale boost. A less 

stressed student will in turn bring more focus and effort to the classroom. This format will 
allow for more time for self personalized study which will result in higher standardized test 
scores. 

2. Some districts that have implemented 4 day school weeks are seeing a rise in not only 
students attendance but also teacher attendance. The more willing students are to come to 
school the more willing they will be to give high focus in the classroom. 

3. The financial positives are plentiful. The simple costs of things like running buses to get 
students one less day  really adds up over time.   
 

Expected Results:  

This 4 day a week format would result in boosted test scores and higher morale. The attendance 
should rise among both teachers and students. It will be easier financially for schools with buses, 
electricity, meals, etc. 
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PProposal Author(s): Camilla Boyd        
Delegation: Bradley-Bourbonnais Community High School  
Proposal Topic: How should Illinois use standardized testing to evaluate student learning and 
teacher performance. How can these results be used to improve schools?         
Position Statement: To enlighten Illinois that the use of standardized testing can help evaluate 
schools and teacher performance to see where schools are in the education region. The result can 
be used as rewards to schools and teachers to improve school environments or educational 
learning. 
Proposal:   

1. The keeping of track on how much students are learning by schools and grades in a chart will show 
where students all over the state is at. It will give an idea on where the students are in different 
areas. Every school is not on the same level or where they should be and this will help improve that 
by knowing where they are to create a starting point to get them there. 

2. The way teachers are teaching needs to be change based on testing scores. Improving on what 
curriculum they are teaching and enforcing that all teachers need to go by it. This will make sure 
that teachers are not going around the curriculum, but above or beyond it to help further their 
education. 

3. Using standardized testing to compare the same grades levels in the same school will show which 
teachers are struggling or not. This will help reconsider what teachers should and should not be 
teaching. 

4. Technology in the Illinois schools have to improve all over. Different resources will help students 
exceed more in school and the future. Some Illinois schools lack of different technology that is up 
to date which will make learning or teaching difficult. Keeping resources current can give the proper 
education to Illinois’s students that they need and this can be used as a result of standardized 
testing.  

5. The weather can affect the student’s education. The results can help improve their education if the 
schools had AC or heat throughout the buildings. Students tend to space out or shut down if the 
environment around them is uncomfortable to work or learn in. When the weather is too hot or too 
cold it can be a distraction to everyone including the teachers. Making their focus stay on 
something other than learning or teaching. This will help kick out a variable to the  drop in 
education levels. 

6. The schools can be improved from results by making security in all Illinois schools more secure. Not 
all schools in Illinois have a good protection system. This will protect schools from outside danger 
and keep more children safe at schools daily. 

Expected Results:  

The use of standardized testing will show where students in Illinois are in the education 
department by tracking where every individual is at during the time of testing. The tracking of 
students will show if the teacher is teaching above or below standards. When teachers are given 
feedback it will help them change their lesson plans to improve their student's testing scores. This 
will give the leader in the educational department in the school on how the teachers are teaching 
and what to do about it if teachers need improvement based on state guidelines. The results from 
the standardized testing will be used to help make the school environment be more comfortable, 
safer, and resourceful with different technology to improve education in the school to make work 
easier or comprehensible for students. 
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PProposal Author(s): Carrigan Carrell  

Delegation: Bradley Bourbonnais Community High School       

Proposal Topic:This forum will help improve the Illinois General Assembly by restricting term limits.       

Position Statement: In order to improve the Illinois General Assembly we will need to add term limits.    

 

Proposal:   
Politicians hold positions for as long as they would like, many voters feel they are not being heard 
because of career politicians causing them to become aggravated with their government. Term 
limits would enable new politicians to join the General Assembly, which would also bring in new 
ideas and allow voters’ opinions to be heard.  
 

To enact term limits the following steps should be taken:   
1. 34 out of 50 of the states need to examine term limits by passing bills to create a 

convention specifically for term limits.  
2. Once the bills are passed a date and location should be chosen for the convention. 
3. Delegates will then be chosen from each state to attend the convention.  
4. At the convention the delegates would weigh the pros and cons of term limits and if 

they come to an agreement a term limit amendment will be proposed.  
5. 38 of the 50 states would have to vote for the amendment, if passed all members 

of the General assembly will be term limited.  
Politicians that have already been in power for more than the term limit would finish their 
term.  
I propose a term limit of two terms, that way it matches the president's. The term limit 
would help eliminate career politicians, which would allow more people to have a say in 
government.  
 

Expected Results:  
 
By adding a term limit of two terms to the General Assembly we will be decreasing the 
number of career politicians allowing new politicians to bring new and fresh ideas to the 
Illinois government. The new term limit will also ensure Illinois voters that they are being 
heard by allowing new people into the Illinois government.  
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PProposal Author(s): John Deimling        

Delegation: Lake Park High School       

Proposal Topic:   In support of term limits in Illinois General Assembly.        

Position Statement: The Illinois government is in crisis and on its way to becoming the most in debt, and 
unsafe state in the United States. But, with fresh ideas instead of the career politicians who have made 
little if any positive impact on this state in recent years we can turn Illinois around. Term limits are the 
only way to take the career politicians out of office.   
 

Proposal:   

1. The Illinois General Assembly should impose term limits in the House of Representatives and 
Illinois Senate. 

2. The Illinois House of Representatives should impose a four term limit for a single 
representative. 

3. The Illinois Senate should impose a three term limit for a single senator. 
 

Expected Results:  
 
Illinois has some major problems in our government. We have the 5th highest debt of any state in 
the US. The last balanced budget was in 2001. We have a very poorly funded and run Chicago 
Public School System as well as very high crime rates in the city of Chicago.In this state of crisis we 
do not need power hungry, career politicians in Springfield. We need people who want to bring their 
fresh ideas as temporary public servants and fix Illinois. Mike Madigan is the Speaker of House of 
representatives for all but two years since 1983. As you may know the pension debt is a big 
problem, and Crain’s Chicago Business calls the worst in the nation. This due to the fact that our 
current politicians such as Madigan have completely lost touch with the average Illinois citizen. 
They put their own success in front of the success of the state that holds nearly 13 million people. 
In fact, 80% of Illinois voters have at some point supported term limits. New politicans will be new 
everyday people who speak for their friends and neighbors and understand what it's like to live in a 
state where property taxes are higher than any of our neighboring states and debt seems to never 
stop growing. 25% of people in Illinois are confident in our government. The fact of the matter is 
that the Illinois population is decreasing due to the lack of faith in our government. But with new 
legislators for the people and by people of this state that can all be stop and maybe even turn 
Illinois around. 
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PProposal Author(s): Reily Dersien   

Delegation: Bradley Bourbonnais Community High School       

Proposal Topic:This forum will help improve school attendance and performance of students.       

Position Statement: I propose that the state of Illinois should adopt a four-day school week and 
then following a three-day weekend. I believe that this change would prove to be more effective 
than the original school of five days and two-day weekend. 

 
 
Proposal:   
 
1. The first advantage of this plan is giving the educators a “planning day” on Fridays. This allows 
the teachers to have an extra day to organize their future lessons and meet up to discuss any 
pressing issues within the school. This would then give the teachers the ability to now create 
lessons far superior to previous years with the extra time caused by the newly added “planning 
day.”  
 
2. Without Friday in the school week, this would cause the ordinary school day to lengthen. Given 
longer hours and more time in the classroom, teachers would now have more to finish and complete 
activities that normally take longer than the current class time of about fifty minutes. One example 
is in science classes. Some required activities in the current science curriculum require discoveries 
in laboratories (or labs) and these sometimes take longer than the time the class hour allows. With 
the added time caused by the four-day week, teachers may now be able to extend and finish these 
discoveries and experiments in one class hour instead of having to complete it in multiple days. 
This makes projects like these easier.  
 
3. Also the four-day week might cause the students to become more invested in their educations 
than would if it was a current five-day school week. Typically, school Fridays can sometimes be 
known as the “Friday Slump” or something like that. This is because by the fifth day in the week, 
even educated students are tired of focusing on school and ready for a break. After getting rid of 
Friday in the school schedule, this would eliminate any laziness towards the end of the week and 
then lead to students becoming more active and engaged in the classroom.  
  
Expected Results:  
 
Even though this proposition may hold some flaws, such as costing more and extending contracts 
with educators and bus drivers, I believe the positive advantages seem to outweigh the 
disadvantages in this transition to a four-day school week.  
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PProposal Author(s): Riley Ellison       

Delegation: Lake Park      

Proposal Topic: Lowering STD/STI rates in Illinois       

Position Statement: Lower rates   

 

Proposal:   

1. Educating teens and young adults on how STD/STIs are spread, symptoms, care, and 
protection. Using appropriate demistations in safe places.  

2. Lower the costs of protection and make it easily available. Make birth control less 
expense and easier for all women to access. 

3. Make Sex Ed. a mandatory course in public schools. 

4. Advertise treatment centers and allow the public to see them as safe places that 
they would want to go to. 
 

Expected Results:  

Through these steps, Illinois should see a decline in STD/STI rates. The average age for boys 
and girl for first intercourse is 15. While most most people have one sexual partner at a 
time, these numbers add up over the years. Only 35% of males and females, ages 15-17, will 
use a condom. It is estimated that there are 40,000 new cases of HIV every year, half of 
these cases in people under 25 years of age. In 2000, Illinois was ranked the 3rd highest in 
cases of chlamydia and gonnoraia.  Through education, people are more likely to see and 
know the effects of common STD/STIs and avoid them. Lowering the costs of protection and 
make it more available not only lowers STD/STI rates, it lowers unwanted pregnancy rates as 
well. Making Sex Ed. mandatory in schools will educate teens on multiple points of sexual 
activity. Advertising treatment centers will help spread the word on how to prevent 
STD/STIs, but bring in more revenue to help fund the centers and new treatments. 
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PProposal Author:  Quinn Fulmer      

Delegation: L.A.       

Proposal Topic: Revising Illinois Budget       

Position Statement:     

There should be a fee on state park entry to help stimulate money for a budget.  

Proposal:   

1. There are 3 areas of concern that deserve priority in Illinois’ budget reform, Infrastructure 
management, education funding, and wildlife and resource conservation. One major way to 
stimulate funds for a budget to see that these standards are seen to, is the charging of 
people visiting state parks. Illinois boasts an abundance of park visitors, ranking 5th in 
attendance nation wide. Every year, as many as 42 million people visit Illinois state parks. A 
charge of $5 for residents, similar to other states, would stimulate sizeable funds. The 
break up of each payment would be as follows, for each $5 ticket: $1.50 would stay in the 
park system, $1.50 would go to fund education, $1.90 would go towards infrastructure 
management, and 10¢ would be reserved for any other problems being faced by the state. 
This could raise in excess of $200000000. 

2. A $7 ticket would be charged to non-residents, similar to other states. The break up of 
these tickets would be $2.33 going towards each of the three core issues. This could raise 
in excess of $12000000. 

3. One issue currently plaguing the state is the illegal removal or killing of native birds. The 
Migratory Bird Act of 1918, bans this, and anyone found killing, or harrassing native 
species can be fined up to $15,000 per offence. Law officers should be on the lookout for 
such activities, as they can help save wildlife and raise money for the state. It’s estimated 
that annually thousands of birds are victims to illegal activities in Illinois. This could raise 
over $60000000, in addition to protecting native wildlife.  
 

Expected Results:  

The park fees would stimulate many millions, if not billions, of dollars to be put towards many of its 
issues. Money going to infrastructure would help repair damaged roads, improve water quality, fix 
failing bridges and dams, and generally improve infrastructure overall. Schools would receive more 
funding, and hopefully funds would extend more equally to schools as they do in their current state. 
More resources would be available to students, thus enhancing their learning experience and 
providing better minds for the future generations. Parks and valuable land would be protected 
better, and prime habitat would be much safer from development. Species in a critical state, such as 
bison, Greater prairie chicken, and grey bat, among many others, would be given plentiful habitat to 
thrive and prosper.   
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PProposal Author(s): Stephanie Gaspardo       

Delegation: Carl Sandburg High School       

Proposal Topic: How should Illinois use standardized test scores to improve schools?       

Position Statement:      Illinois should use these scores and put money into the schools with less 

resources and lower test scores. There should also be more teacher evaluation and more emphasis put 

on the basic skills students need to use to help them during these tests. 

 

Proposal:   
1. Schools in the more affluent areas of Illinois spend much more money per student than the 

low income areas. Illinois should put more of the state´s money for schools into the areas 
with lower property taxes, since they do not have the higher property tax money to fund 
their schools. 

2. Textbooks should be updated more often so that schools can keep up with the increasingly 
difficult curriculum and students will be more challenged. 

3. Yearly evaluations of teachers should be given and students should take surveys so that the 
schools can decide if the teachers are teaching their students properly and preparing them 
for standardized testing and college. 

4. Illinois should make practice tests mandatory so that students can be familiar with the 
format of the tests and therefore improve their scores. 

5. The curriculum should be more rigorous and make students work harder to achieve their 
grades; their hard work in the classroom will make them ready to take standardized tests 
and do well on them. 
 

Expected Results:  
Illinois will see an increase in the average standardized test scores of its students. Schools will all 

be able to have the proper resources to teach the kids, and students will be better prepared and 

ready for college. The quality of schools in Illinois would improve. 
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PProposal Author(s): Noah Ghere          

Delegation: Bradley-Bourbonnais Community High School  

Proposal Topic: What, if any, laws should be enacted to improve the Illinois income tax structure? 

Position Statement: The current Illinois income tax structure must be changed. It is currently unfair 
to businesses statewide thus it’s hurting the economy. A series of tax cuts can fix this and help the 
economy. In addition to this, we can cut the taxes of the individual in Illinois thus giving them more 
money to spend which will improve the economy. 
 

Proposal: 
   

1. Currently Illinois corporations pay the Illinois Corporate Income tax of 7% while individuals 
pay the Personal Income tax of 3.25%. We should eliminate the Corporate Income tax and 
have them pay the Personal Income tax instead. This is in effect a tax cut for corporations 
that should keep them interested in Illinois. 

2. Partnerships in Illinois have to pay the Personal Property tax of 1.5% on a business’s net 
income. Each of the members also has to pay the Personal Income tax on their earnings 
from the business. We should exempt Partnerships, which are usually small businesses, from 
having to pay the Personal Property tax on their net income. This should help the small 
businesses in Illinois grow; improving the economy and leading to more jobs. 

3. Illinois should also lower the Personal Income tax from 3.25% to 2.75%. This will give 
individuals more disposable income. When they have more disposable income it will increase 
demand for goods and services which will be a boom to the state’s economy. 

 
 
Expected Results:  
 
The tax cuts on corporations and small businesses will help small businesses grow and will keep 
corporations interested in Illinois. We will see more businesses in Illinois as a result and this will 
lead to more jobs for citizens in Illinois. Likewise, the tax cuts on the citizens of Illinois will increase 
disposable income thus increasing demand for goods. This will also help businesses grow and lead 
to more jobs. Though this tax plan will lead to a dip in state revenue in the short term, the long 
term outlook promises a thriving state economy with an influx of business and potential jobs. 
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PProposal Author(s):      Natalie Grubczak       

Delegation: Lake Park High School  

Proposal Topic: Creative Ways to Decrease Rates of Teen Substance Abuse in Illinois       

Position Statement: The rate of teen substance abuse in illinois should be    decreased      

 
 Proposal:   

1. Open two rehabilitation centers in Illinois where workers engaged in their patients with 
multiple types of treatments to fit the patient's type of drug abuse.  

2. Raise the legal age to purchase and use tobbacco to 21. 

3. Pass a law that requires two school drug searches a year with officers and security dogs for 
every High School in Illinois. 

4. Require a health class in Middle School to cover the dangers of smoking and drugs.  
 

Expected Results:  
1. More people in need of help with their drug addiction will be able to get local help from a 

facility within their own state. Also with multiple ways to treat the addiction more patients 
will get the full help they need in a way that will maximize their progress. 

2. The amount of adolescents addicted to nicotine will decrease due to the fact that they 
cannot legally buy it still in highschool.  

3. If a student is possessing drugs, they will be caught and can be put into a rehabilitation 
center or disciplined. 

4. Increased awareness of drugs and the laws pertaining to them will teach kids that using 
drugs can jeopardize their future and get them in trouble with the law. This will also inform 
them of the harm drugs do to their bodies.  
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PProposal Author(s): Mason Hemby  

Delegation: Mt. Vernon  

Proposal Topic: is there any laws that could be enacted to decrease poverty and homelessness in 
Illinois? 

Position Statement: To enact law to decrease poverty and homelessness in Illinois  

Proposal:  I believe there are a number of laws that we could use to decrease poverty and 
homelessness. Illinois has a higher poverty rate than almost half of the country 24 states have a 

lower rate than Illinois. That means 14.5 percent of Americans were living at or below the poverty 

line, in Illinois in 2013. I think this is a growing problem and we aren't doing very much to address 
it. 

Law 1: I think we should raise minimum wage up $1.75 up to 10 dollars that would help 

families in need. This would help with the economy. It would allow more money to come 
though the economy and help many people. Although at first it will affect some people, but 

overall in the big picture it will help. The economy and decease poverty and homelessness.  

Law 2: Provide services and job training for jobs. Also give a free test to see what career 
they might want to go into. The service that the state could provide would be thing such as 

building roads, construction work and etc. Once they found an acquired skill and the job 

they want to go into. We should provide job training that they can pay back later.  

Law 3: To create more jobs for the homeless. I believe to give factory's a tax back for the 

first couple of years, so that more factories will be built in Illinois. This will help 

exponentially to create more high paying jobs for the lower class to help with poverty. Also 
to help to give jobs to the homeless.  

Expected Results:  

The expected results for my law are increased jobs and less homelessness and poverty. In this way 
we would have less homeless people and less people living in poverty. This will not only help that it 

will also should boost the economy.  
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PProposal Author(s):  Sarah Henry       

Delegation:   Neuqua Valley High School        

Proposal Topic:  Rectification of Income Tax Structure       

Position Statement:       To inform the people of Illinois that lowering income tax for low income 

households will increase their chance to be brought from poverty into financial security 

 

Proposal:   
 

1. This proposal is to create a tax bracket for low income households and set the tax to 3 percent. 
This will help low income families recover from poverty. Although aid is available, only 39 percent 
of households has at least one person receiving financial aid. 
 

2. The current income tax for illinois is a flat rate of 3.75 percent. Representative Lou Lang has 
proposed a bill that will create four income tax brackets and set the $0 to $100,000 range tax to 
3.5 percent. Even lowered to this, illinois will still have the eleventh highest income tax rate for the 
lowest bracket. Illinois places 25th for percentage below poverty line, at 13.7 percent in 2014. By 
lowering the income tax, these households below poverty line will have a higher chance in emerging 
from poverty, making illinois and overall more wealthier state. 
 
 
Expected Results:  
 
By lowering the income tax, these households below poverty line will have a higher chance in 
emerging from poverty, making illinois and overall more wealthier state 
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PProposal Author(s): Suzy Kang  

Delegation: Carl Sandburg High School        

Proposal Topic:  What alternative schedules should Illinois schools adopt to be more effective 

(E.g., late start times, year round school or 4 day weeks with 3 day weekends)?        

Position Statement: To inform the people of Illinois that students in Illinois should have a three day 

weekend. Students need more spare time to do stuff other than studying. The students barely stay 

sturdy when we are constantly studying five days or maybe 6 in a week. With a longer weekend it can 

prevent a school from failure.   

Proposal:   

1. Outside of school, Students have other activities like studying, sports or volunteering. 
Taking your mind off of school by doing something else shouldn’t hurt yourself.  

2. Schools allowing three day weekends can make students happier when they return to school 
the very next day. On Monday they can come to school ready to learn in positive state of 
mind. This would be benefitting mental and physical health.  

3. The school can be saving money by not having school in one of the days of the week. They 
would be saving electricity or air conditioning which would save a lot because schools are 
usually big.  

4. The teachers working at the schools need more sleep. If they get more sleep, they would be 
teaching better. The students also stay up late because they have so much homework. 
Having another day to sleep in might make up for all those days of having less sleep.  

5. The employees could be motivated to be more productive. They could have more focus, 
improving in teamwork, increasing in efficiency and would be less pressure upon them. 
 

Expected Results:  

More students in Illinois would be more positive of their days at school. Improving this may lead to 
happier students that may help with their mental and physical health. Not only students but the 
employees would too. The employees would act and feel better after this change.  
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PProposal Author(s):  Madelyn Kawka        

Delegation:  Carl Sandburg High School      

Proposal Topic:  What should Illinois do to promote the practice of organic farming? 

Position Statement:  To inform the citizens and farmers of Illinois that grants alone are not enough to 

get farmers to switch to organic farming. Illinois is not providing enough support for those wanting to 

make the switch to organic farming.   

 

Proposal:   

1. The current grants need to be improved. Currently the grants are difficult to apply for and 
many farmer do not know about them.  

a. Currently, the grants available are granting people money to help them with 
the switch to organic farming, but with the demand of switch to organic 
farming more grants need to be funded. 

b. The grants should be granting young college students land, and or money. 
2. Many programs helping farmers switch to organic farming are not being regulated and an 

Organic Advisory Council needs to be coordinated.  
3. Not enough farmers and the general population know about the programs and grants 

available when switching to organic farming and a one-to-one outreach program needs to 
be established.  

4. More attention should be paid to support and fund research and educational programs.  
5. The cost to get an organic certification and membership cost a substantial amount of 

money and the cost should be shared.  
 

Expected Results:  

More farmers will have the proper foundation to be very prepared for the switch to organic farming 
and to be prosperous in their new business. These programs will increase the amount of organic 
produce made in Illinois. Also, with these programs the farmers could start supporting themselves 
right away while not relying on the government for continuous support 
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PProposal Author: Julia Kienzler      

Delegation:  Williamsville       

Proposal Topic:  Decreasing the rate of teen substance abuse in Illinois      

Position Statement: This proposal will enforce random drug testing in all Illinois schools and require 

parents to attend a mandatory drug education class during the year just prior to their child turning 

age 12.  By implementing these laws, we will see a decrease in teen drug use and earlier 

intervention for drug problems. 

 

Proposal:  The Illinois government needs to evaluate the existing education programs to determine 
what is working and what is not. In the past five years the Illinois General Assembly has decreased 
funding for addiction prevention by 40%.  
 

1. Reinstate funding for drug education/prevention programs. An estimated 267,000 children age 
twelve and over in our state are abusing illegal and prescription drugs. Only 11.7% are receiving 
treatment. Statistics show that availability and use of drugs such as heroin have crossed all 
socioeconomic levels. With drug use at epidemic proportions, reinstating funding is imperative. 

2. Evaluate existing education programs and reallocate funding to only those drug 
education/prevention programs that have shown to be successful.  

3. Pharmaceutical companies marketing prescription drugs in Illinois will be required to put 10% of 
their net profit towards education.  

4. Move appropriate funding into a new drug education/prevention program targeted towards parents. 
Before their child turns twelve, parents will be required to attend a drug education/prevention 
program. This would then be required again during their Freshman year. Education needs to begin in 
the home at an early age and should involve parents. 

5. Classes will be taught by state certified drug education specialists. 

6. Random drug testing in high schools will be administered at a set minimum number of times during 
the school year. Additional testing may be approved should the school feel that it is necessary. 
Required random drug testing would allow for earlier drug use intervention. 

7. If parents do not attend a class or a student refuses to submit to the random drug testing, legal 
actions will be taken. 

Expected Results:  

By reinstating state funding for successful existing programs and utilizing additional funds 
provided by pharmaceutical companies, we will have the resources to enforce mandatory random 
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drug tests in all Illinois high schools; require students to attend mandatory drug 
education/prevention classes beginning prior to age twelve; require parents to become actively 
involved in drug education/prevention resulting in a decrease in teen drug use and earlier 
interventions for drug addiction. 

 

 

 
 

 

Blue - 127



PProposal Author(s):  Rahul Koul      

Delegation:   Neuqua Valley High School       

Proposal Topic:   Promoting Organic Farming 

Position Statement: To inform the people of Illinois on how organic farming is extremely 

beneficial to society since it provides us with more natural food choices. Many foods are grown 

with harmful pesticides, which decrease nutritional value of the food and can cause disease. For 

this reason, organic farming should be promoted. If organic farming were to be commonly used 

throughout the state of Illinois, the healthy foods consumers will be positively impacted by the 

foods. According to a 10-year study conducted by the University of California, organic tomatoes 

are produced in an environment that has a lower nutrient supply since nitrogen-rich chemical 

fertilizers are not added. This leads to 20% more antioxidants, which are good for health and help 

in reducing heart disease and the chances of developing cancer, demonstrating one of the many 

benefits of organic farming (University of California 2016). 

Proposal:   
1. Areas with high concentration of people results in people being stuck in that area. Vibrant, bold, 

colorful posters promoting organic farming are placed in these areas. 
 

2. Weight-loss is a common goal of many people. Diet plans revolving around organic foods are 
placed, resulting in more demand of organic farming for the nutritional benefits. 
 

3. Information is given to the future generation on the benefits of organic foods for the environment 
and our agriculture, since it is more natural than regular farming, due to the restriction of synthetic 
pesticides. Also, teachers teach students on the need for organic farming since only 0.7% of farms 
are organic and only 1% of the population of Illinois are farmers. This information provided in all 
school’s health classes, results in a promotion of organic farming for the future. The information of 
organic farming is taught and promoted to students through a cooking class, where students are 
taught how to cook healthy, natural, organic foods preventing eating of processed, unhealthy fast 
foods. This is because according to CBS news, the number one reason for processed and fast food 
eating is because the student does not know how to cook (CBS News 2015). 
 

4. The most important step for promotion of organic farming is funding. As New York Times of August 
2014 explains the median organic farm income was negative $1,453 in 2012 and gets worse each 
year, leading to farmers to quit their job (New York Times 2014). Organic farmers are provided 
more income and the population of them increases. 
  
Expected Results:  

The amount of organic farms will increase from 0.7% since the future generation will be well 
informed about the need and benefits of organic farming. Proper nutrition from “naturally” grown 
items will ultimately provide the state of Illinois with better health. 
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PProposal Author(s): Angelica Madera      

Delegation: Eisenhower       

Proposal Topic:How should Illinois communities invest in smart technology to attract new businesses 

and millennials?      

Position Statement: Illinois should invest in various economic sectors to create small communities 

integrating home and work for millennials.  

 

Proposal:   
1. The State of Illinois must work with communities and townships to formulate open land 

opportunities in preparation of the development of smart houses and communities. This can 
be done through purchase of land or if land is currently unused, through the lawful zoning 

for both residential and commercial use. 

2. The state must invest in construction companies to incorporate more smart technology for 
use in the building of smart houses for the millenial communities.  

3. The state needs to market to millennials an enclosed technological community into an 

everyday life. The community should be endowed with technology at work, home, and play. 
The marketing of the millenial communities can be carried out by the state through social 

apps, job search engines, or websites where the industry seeks workers. 

4. The state should initiate new tax code to offer economic tax breaks to investors, companies 
involved in the construction of, and new businesses who locate to millenial communities for 

a maximum of five years to further promote community buy-in for the idea. 

5. The state should give millennials the opportunity to pay one percent less on standard 
mortgage rates for their purchase and investment in smart houses and the community.  

 
Expected Results:  
The construction of millennial communities centered around both developing and well developed 
townships will help the state create interest with millennials to settle in and help flourish the 

economy in the State of Illinois. The state will see an Increase in tax revenue, a greater sense of 

community and ownership by its younger generation, and a decrease in criminal activity due to a 
well developed sense of community involvement.
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PProposal Author(s): Alexis Martinez        

Delegation: Eisenhower       

Proposal Topic:What alternative schedules should Illinois schools adopt to be more effective (E.g., late 

start times, year round school or 4 day weeks with 3 day weekends)?        

Position Statement:  The State of Illinois should adopt a year round schooling schedule. Year round 
schooling is a more appropriate schedule for students, teachers and parents. A 60/20 calendar or a 
multitrack system will benefit not just students but teachers too. Students will be busy all year rather 
than wasting a total time of 3 months which can cuse the students to forget what they have been 
taught. Teachers benefit from this by being able to write curriculum during these 20 day vacation. 
 
Proposal:   

1. Summer time should be a time for studying just like any other time. During this time 
students are generally not using their time for learning, thus they are forgetting 
material learned. They could be using that time for their studies which will then 
improve their overall education rather than have a period of time where nothing is 
done. The state could implement a 60/20 calendar (60 days in school, 20 days 
vacation) in order to benefit both student growth and ability to recall important 
information as well as teachers because they would be able to cover more material 
in a shorter time. 

2. The state could also choose to implement a “multitrack” system. This system, if 
used, would divide both staff and students into groups. While one group is in 
school, the other group would be out. This could be beneficial for areas suffering 
from over population as well as a potential money saver due to the fact that less 
building space is utilized.  

3. Going to year-round school calendar should improve student performance and show 
marked growth in many areas of education. Using the state adopted SAT scores, 
Illinois will offer a full-ride scholarship to a state university to each school showing 
a 10% overall improvement in test scores and growth. The scholarship is to be 
awarded to one student based on criteria set by each individual school. If the 
chosen student does not want to attend college, but chooses a trade school as an 
alternative, then the state shall pay that tuition. 

 
Expected Results:  

Students will cover more material in a shorter time because they will not experience “Summer Slide”. 
The summer slide is what is commonly experienced  by students which is forgetting material 
because of the long summer break. Students are more likely to remember what they have been 
taught in a 20 day vacation rather than traditional 3 month vacation. This will give an academic 
boost to students rather than slowing them down. 
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PProposal Authors: Abigail McArthur-Self   

Delegation: Neuqua Valley High School     

Proposal Topic:Term Limits should be imposed for House Representatives.    

Position Statement: To inform the public about the necessity of, and proper way to, enstate term limits 

for the Illinois Legislative Branch. The primary arguments for the enstatement of term limits include the 

addition of new ideas and perspective to the government and the ability to prevent  politicians, 

especially those viewed as corrupt, from holding power indefinitely. The main con of enstating term 

limits can be found in the inexperienced  politicians it would create.  

Proposal:   

1. The Senate, as reflected by their longer terms, is constructed to be a stable body and 
govern logically without following factually unsupported trends of the time. By letting 
Senators hold unlimited terms, the experience and judgement needed to govern well can be 
cultivated and maintained.  

2. The House, as reflected by their shorter terms, is constructed to reflect the will of the 
people and be more flexible to change. By imposing a four term limit, the House would be 
able to keep reasonably experienced people in office, but won’t be as susceptible to 
stagnation - such as the recent failure to pass a state budget on time. It will also benefit 
from fresh representatives and ideas.   
 

Expected Results:  

This system of term limits should provide a well balanced government capable of cultivating the 
proper experience and being adaptable to the will of its people.  
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PProposal Author(s): Blake Minor 

Delegation: BBCHS 

Proposal Topic:  What should be done to better utilize the natural resources of Illinois to become an 
energy leader in production and conservation. 

Position Statement: Illinois has a plethora of natural resources. These natural resources can substitute 
for our other nonrenewable resources.  

Proposal:   

1. With Illinois having a variety of natural resources, there are many ways of making the state 
an energy leader in production and conservation. Three main natural resources are wind, 
water, and the sun. Instead of using our limited fossil fuels for our main source of energy 
we can use our natural resources as a better, cleaner, and more resourceful form of energy.  

2. Illinois has many large water sources such as Lake Michigan, the Mississippi River, the 
Illinois River and more. We can use the waters natural current to make energy by installing 
machinery like hydroelectric power plants.  

3. We can also use wind as source of energy with windmills. This will turn the force of the 
wind into usable energy. Installing these in open areas where there is nothing to block the 
wind would be ideal. 

4. The sun can be harnessed with solar panels and created into solar energy for use. If Illinois 
were to put solar panels on every big building and business, It could help supply them with 
more energy in a cleaner way. 

5. With these ways of harnessing energy, we can conserve our natural supplies of coal and oil 
for a time of greater need. Implementing these changes could make Illinois a leader in 
energy conservation. 

 
Expected Results: 
 
These implements will help our energy conservation. They can also make Illinois a big leader in 
energy conservation. This will also help with pollution and help keep a safe amount of fossil fuels 
for a time of need. 
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PProposal Author(s):  Manyu Mogallapalli       

Delegation:  Legislative Assistant       

Proposal Topic:   Homelessness and Poverty     

   

Position Statement: To inform the people of Illinois of the appropriate laws that need to be enacted in 
order to decrease poverty and homelessness. Citizens of Illinois deserve affordable housing that is 
secure to ensure people hold down jobs, be educated, and have enough money for other basic 
necessities. Government funded housing and housing programs can assure that these needs can be met. 
Proposal:   

1. The state of Illinois should offer a lower rent rate to residents with low income due to minimum 
wage in Illinois being  $8.25 per hour and According to the annual Out of Reach study (May 
2016) by the National Low Income Housing Coalition, a person would have to work 97 hours a 
week in order to pay for a two bedroom apartment at market rate. Lowering the rent price would 
allow a person to spend less time working and have more time and money for other necessities.  

2. Increasing the number of shelters in Illinois will allow brighter futures for the homeless 
population. In the 2014-15 fiscal year, there were an estimated number of 38,036 Illinois 
residents who were being served in state-funded shelters. Of this, 10,673 were children under 
age 18 and 27,363 were adults, living in 26,387 households. The number of people in these 
shelters are now stronger financially and mentally; More shelters could offer similar outcomes to 
a larger population. 

3. Workshops with assistance on  supporting their communities should be offered to Homeless 
youth and adults living in an unstable situation. Homeless youth face daily challenges while living 
on their own. Test scores and performance levels drop when the environment they are around is 
unstable. This causes stress and trauma which can have devastating effects. Providing 
workshops free of cost where they can receive help and therapy can allow them to have less 
reliance on government assistance in the future. Workshops can also be made for adults, to 
provide them with skills and tips on how to run a successful household. Information such as how 
to pay rent, save money, and  apply for insurance will be offered to make the process of getting 
back on their feet easier. 

 
Expected Results:  

Lowering the rent rate for average housing, increasing the number of shelters, and 
providing citizens with workshops that are free of cost to help them run successful households and 
overcome stress from facing homelessness and poverty can help Illinois continue reducing the 
number of people living without a home or in poverty.   
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PProposal Author(s): Johana Morris         

Delegation: Bradley-Bourbonnais Community High School  

Proposal Topic: Laws that should be enacted to lessen the rate of recidivism of prisoners in Illinois.        

Position Statement: To propose laws that would help to improve the recidivism rate in Illinois’ prisoners, 
like random mandatory drug tests, to making sure that each prisoner is required to getting an education 
or learning a trade while in prison. Making stricter laws or longer sentences won’t fix this problem, and 
will only make this rate increase. 
Proposal: 
   

1. Many people who get out of jail have a hard time finding work afterwards because of lack of 
skill,experience,work history, and etc. While in prison people should be taught a certain 
skill, like engineering, construction, or any other trade that could help to get them a job in 
the future.  

2. Roughly, 70% of prisoners lack having an education outside of a middle school or high 
school diploma. Over 50% of prisoners can’t read or write above a fifth grade level. In order 
for people to make something of themselves they need some sort of a basic education. If 
these people are given an education while in prison it may help them to get a job later.   

3. Everyone needs guidance at some point in their life and this can be another crucial change 
in reducing the rate of recidivism. Prisoners should be given more guidance and structure 
while in prison and also once out of prison.  

4. Random mandatory drug and alcohol tests would also help decrease this rate. Prisoners 
would be less likely to abuse these substances if there was a higher risk of them getting 
caught and put back into prison.  

5. Many prisoners also get bored once out of prison and go back because they have a lack of 
routine in their lives. They should be given the chance to experience other passions aside 
from work, like art, cooking, or music. These can help to get them passionate about 
something and they may decide to turn their life around in order to pursue these new found 
passions. 

 
Expected Results:  
 
Prisoners would be less likely to commit crimes if they were given more of an education or had a 
job or passion to focus on and pursue. A few of these proposals already exist, but are not 
mandatory. I believe that they should be mandatory because it has been proven many times that 
Illinois’ prisoners would go on to get a head start in fulfilling a more typical and productive life with 
higher education. They are less likely to get into trouble with the law. I believe that if we were to 
have volunteers come in and teach, that this would help to lower the recidivism rate. We spend 
roughly $30,000+ every year on each prisoner, once the recidivism rate starts to decrease we could 
then take that money and use it to help pay for these classes and programs. This would lead to a 
drop in the recidivism rate and would ensure that maintainable life. 
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PProposal Author(s):  Fayha Nazeer        

Delegation: Neuqua Valley High School      

Proposal Topic: Teen Sustance Abuse      

Position Statement:  In order for Illinois to reduce the teen substance abuse, certain steps need to be 

taken. Eliminating the root causes would reduce the substance abuse tremendously. Bringing up this 

topic and the consequences through common advertisements will also bring more awareness to the 

teens. Schools do take an initiative to prevent substance abuse but their methods are not effective 

enough so fixing the curriculum is much needed.  

Proposal:   

1. Mental health disorders and extended periods of stress are the leading causes of teen 
substance abuse. By eliminating the leading causes of substance abuse, both substance 
abuse and the causes of substance abuse are ended. Mental health disorder and stress 
prevention methods should be taught to the students.  

2. YouTube advertisements should be used to help endorse substance prevention. Today, 91% 
of teens in the US use youtube to distract themselves from schoolwork. With 
advertisements placed before the video they watch, they will be forced to watch the 20-30 
sec video before watching the video they intended to watch. By doing this repetitively this 
information will be engrained in the watchers head. 

3. The curriculum in Illinois schools are not as effective as they should be. By incorporating 
research based projects into the curriculum, the students would be able to find out the real 
world consequences on their own be able to know more about the substances so that when 
they are presented with a situation with substances they are able to make the correct 
choice. Research based projects would include the student finding information on drug 
abuse and how it would affect the human. The students will not be forced to listen to 
lectures but seek the information on their own, which is much more effective. 

 
Expected Results:  

With these changes incorporated, teen substance abuse will decrease in Illinois. Mental health 
disorders and stress cause teens to turn to drugs and when the two causes are eliminated, teens 
will turn less and less to drugs. School’s often spend from 1-2 weeks on drug abuse and by simply 
extending the time period of this lesson taught and using more effective methods, teen substance 
abuse will reduce dramatically. 
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PProposal Author(s): Valerie Nevarez   

Delegation: Eisenhower High School 

Proposal Topic: What should Illinois do to improve police and community relations and reinforce the 
protect and serve motto? 

Position Statement: Illinois should promote programs to improve Illinois citizens understanding of the 
police motto ‘protect and serve’ in order to eliminate negative images of police officers being 
mainstreamed by today’s society. 

Proposal: 

1. In order for police departments and their members to receive state benefits, the state will
require that each department host  three gatherings or community events for their
communities in which the people they serve can meet with the officers. At the gatherings,
they may be used to have open discussions about community goals and expectations.

2. Extend programs to high school level, for example “Officer Friendly”,  in which police come
into schools to discuss current events and influence better choices for teens as well as
explain consequences for teens actions.

3. The state will buy air time at local news broadcast stations to report stories about the
good deeds that officers and community members do to promote a more balanced social
opinion of police interactions and an overall better sense of community.

4. The state shall mandate that police departments will stress the use of anonymous calls and
hotlines in areas of high crime rates or the inner city to increase the reports in a safe way
as to not put good citizens in danger and hope to eliminate the stigma as exemplified by
the phrase “snitches get stitches”.

5. The state shall mandate that police departments increase presence in areas in which the
community feels needs more security or there is a sense of urgency. The community
members can petition the state to request increased police presence in hopes to more
quickly facilitate the overall knowledge of community concerns.

Expected Results: 

The community will put more trust in the police and feel more secure with the officers serving to 

protect their neighborhoods. The negative ideas about the police will begin to reduce as these 

negative depictions will be balanced with positive ones. The cooperation between police and 

community will return because people will feel safer knowing they can contact the police and not 

feel threatened within their community as a consequence. An overall improved sense of community 

will hopefully trickle down further into other aspects of community members lives, such as school 

and work. 
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PProposal Author(s): Indraneel Pai 

Delegation: Neuqua Valley High School 

Proposal Topic: STD/STI Rates 

Position Statement: To reduce the instances of STD and STI rates in the state of Illinois. There is 

currently little attention in Illinois on the number of STD/STI cases per year in the state. However, there 

are over 60,000 reported STD cases per year in Illinois. This epidemic is causing many health problems 

and greater funding and public awareness methods can help resolve these issues. Continuing to ignore 

this problem will result in widespread outbreaks of diseases, especially among young teens, and have 

harmful effects on the state as a whole.  

 Proposal:  
1. In Illinois, like in many states, prostitution is illegal. In order to eliminate prostitution as a means
of spreading STDs, Illinois should legalize, regulate, and tax prostitution to lower the instances of
diseases. This taxes will then be used for the funding of the rest of the proposal.
A law in Rhode Island once accidentally legalized prostitution for seven years, between 2003 and
2009. During this time, STD cases dropped by up to 30%.

2.Many schools in Illinois still do not have a comprehensive health or sex ed program because they
are not required to. A universal sex ed program should be mandated in all schools in Illinois to
better spread awareness of STDs to teens.

3. Many parents do not currently talk to or educate their children about STDs. In order to increase
the at-home learning and awareness of a child about STDs, the Illinois government should
encourage parents to educate themselves and take classes to properly understand this issue.

4.The CDC currently funds the state and local departments to treat STDs. This program should be
expanded to also fund methods of prevention of STDS to proactively combat the problem.

Expected Results:  
The STD rates in Illinois could reduce STD spread by as much as 30% and lower the susceptibility of 
others. Proper treatment and mandates to improve the quality of and exposure to education on this 
topic would assist with prevention and subsequently lower the STD rates. Additionally, parents 
would also be given greater awareness and promote discussion in the household. 
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PProposal Author(s):  Anjali Patel       

Delegation: Lake Park High School       

Proposal Topic:How should Illinois promote energy efficient products? 

Position Statement:     Illinois should promote energy efficient products by having local government 

officials inform citizens in their communities the benefits of changing from their original energy using 

products to more efficient ones.    

 

Proposal:   

1. Local government officials such as mayor and others on the town board will be expected to 
inform small business and citizens of the community about opportunities switch to energy 
efficient products. 

2. Payment plans will be offered and slightly subsidized to those who need it. This will ensure 
that people of all classes will get equal opportunities to use energy efficient products. Also 
those who are able to make the switch to energy-efficient products will receive a tax break 
dependent on income and business.   

3. People of the community that use a certain amount of fossil fuel or energy excessively will 
receive a notice that requires them to either use less of that energy or switch to an energy 
efficient product. If neither of these are followed they will be fined.     
 

Expected Results:  
 

Every year the Earth depletes in massive amount of natural resources and puts ourselves 
and other species in danger. This is due to humans enormous use in fossil fuels and other energy 
users that increase global warming. Examples of energy efficient products such as air-purifiers and 
cleaners for appliances or air-source heat pumps for heating and cooling systems are just a few 
types of switches people can make. For our sake and the lives of your future children we must 
create awareness and laws that encourage change in our society. These laws will reduce 
unnecessary energy wastage and not only save people money in the long run but they will be part 
of the statewide movement to improve our environment.   
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PProposal Author(s): Jayna Patel       

Delegation: Lake Park High School       

Proposal Topic: Bringing smart technolgy to Illinois.       

Position Statement: Smart technology would benefit Illinois as a whole.   

 

Proposal:   

1. In Illinois, cars and smart technology have been very closely related. In focus on tolls on 
highways, there should be strategic pricing for when toll roads are used. I propose that 
when toll roads are used at less populated times the toll should be less and when used at 
more popular times, the toll should be more. Putting this proposal in play would help Illinois 
support the repairment of roads used more often(specifically highways). The charge will not 
be significantly changed but will include a small surcharge added on. The charge during less 
frequent time of driving on these roads would decrease slightly in order to reach an 
equilibrium or profit for the state. This money collected from tolls should only be used on 
repairing roads and other necessities(in relation to the roads). For example, the Kennedy 
Expressway most popular time for the usage is in the early morning at the  O’hare Airport 
exit. From 5:00AM - 8:00AM there should be a greater charge to create more revenue for 
the state. On the reverse, At 2:00PM - 5:00PM, the charge will be less.  The smart 
technology will be implemented through the existing idea of the I-Pass. The I-Pass can be 
updated to have a screen with the charges of the toll(s) in an hour.  
 

Expected Results: 
2. There should be an evaluation of the traffic patterns on each highway mostly in 

metropolitan areas. This will determine the pricing on each highway during specific time 
areas. The I-Pass look will change specifically concerning a small screen with the charge of 
the toll(s). In a study conducted by the Illinois Tollway, more than 87% of customers of the 
Illinois Tollway use an I-Pass. Since there are so many people using this type of technology, 
it would be very beneficial to implement the new type of I-Pass and would produce a lot of 
revenue for the state. 
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PProposal Author(s):   Nicholas Paterala     

Delegation:   Lake Park      

Proposal Topic: Illinois should use standardized tests to improve schools. 

Position Statement: Illinois schools should be utilizing data from several different sources in order to 

improve schools. Standardized tests should be one source of that data. Utilizing only standardized tests 

does not give adequate information on the school’s performance because it is only one snapshot in time. 
Proposal:   

1. In addition to statewide standardized tests, other assessments should be used to help 
evaluate students and improve schools. The NWEA MAP test is an effective assessment to 
use in addition to statewide tests because it gives results as soon as the student is done 
and breaks their skill down into a handful of categories. Also this can be used to chart 
individual achievement overtime because it is taken three times a year. 

2. Looking at district wide scores should also be used to improve schools. This can allow them 
to look at a group of students in the same subject and grade and track how well they do 
overtime. Likewise, the district can see whether these students are learning what they 
should be over that time and if the teachers are teaching them what they need to know. 

3. Accompanying the scores of the district as a whole, teachers should get the scores of their 
students back and look over them to reflect on how everyone did. The class average could 
be very high but one student in the class could have done very poorly and it should be the 
teacher’s responsibility to confront that student and help improve his or her scores to help 
improve the overall performance of the school and district. 

4. The students in the school’s grades need to be taken into account also because some 
students might be getting very good grades but they don’t do well on tests, and other 
students might just not care. 

5. The way that standardized tests are taken in schools is just not as effective as they should 
be. Some students could be having an off day, or something happened that day that has 
their concentration and not the assessment. Which can lower their score nd the average of 
the school and district. They also do a poor job at measuring certain attributes such as 
critical thinking and creativity. 

Expected Results:  
Schools will be able to improve greatly with not only the use of standardized tests. This will also 
help the students receive better educations and the school will be able to improve even more from 
that. The students will receive a more individualized education by looking at their assessment 
scores and comparing them with other students in their grade.
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PProposal Author(s):  Konrad Powell      

Delegation: Williamsville High School       

Proposal Topic: Term limits for State elected officials 

Position Statement:Illinois should limit the terms of state senators and representatives to a maximum of 

10 years, and the governor should be limited to 2.75 terms. 

 

Proposal:   
1. As of now the Illinois General Assembly has no term limits on senators or representatives. 
2. The State of Illinois should implement a standard that senators may not serve for more than 

10 years and representatives may not serve more than 5 years. 
3. I also propose that governors should only be allowed to serve for 2.75 terms. Each term will 

last 4 years. 
4. Right now, the five longest serving members of the General Assembly are: Representative 

Michael Madigan (44 years, Democrat), Senator John Cullerton (36 years, Democrat), 
Representative Barbara Flynn Currie (36 years, Democrat), Representative Mary Flowers (30 
years, Democrat), and Lou Lang (28 years Democrat). 

5. These five members have had unrestricted time to build a political machine that controls 
whatever happens in the General Assembly.  

6. It is this political machine that has failed to pass a comprehensive budget for the State of 
Illinois in 2016 and it looks like they will fail to pass a comprehensive budget once again in 
the 2017 fiscal year. This political machine is led by the Speaker of the House, Michael 
Madigan, who has used this machine to block budgets suggested by Republican members of 
the general assembly due to Republican governor Bruce Rauner’s request that we cut 
spending by 6 billion dollars. It was this political machine that decided to propose a budget 
that raised spending by 4 billion dollars. It was vetoed by Governor Rauner.  

7. It is time to crush the corruption the corrupts our state. 
 
Expected Results:  This will cause political machines to no longer be virtually  invincible  due to 
their shortened life expectancy and will free senators and representatives to no longer  have to 
submit to their donors’ wants, because their time in the General Assembly is greatly shortened. 
Furthermore, I expect that assembly members will become less corrupt because of their newfound 
non-reliance on keeping big donors happy, and they will finally start to listen to the people of 
Illinois and start benefiting the public.  
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PProposal Author(s): Chloe Pryor      

Delegation: Carl Sandburg High School       

Proposal Topic: What alternative schedules should Illinois schools adopt to be more effective 

(E.g., late start times, year round school or 4 day weeks with 3 day weekends)?        

Position Statement:   School schedules should not be altered.    

 

Proposal:   

 Everyday, nearly every school in the USA starts around 8am and ends around 3pm. Many 
people argue that school is too early and students cannot get the sleep they need to effectively 
perform at school. Students typically need around 7-9 hours of sleep to be completely energized. 
Although delaying schools start time has some pros, there would be far more cons. If school started 
later (approximately 9 or 10am), overtime students would go to bed later and later and get the 
same amount of sleep they would when school started at 8. Starting school later would not give 
students more rest time, simply because they are still going to get less sleep no matter what. Also, 
if school started later, this means it would end later, around 4 or 5pm. This means that after school 
activities would run even later. If that happened, it would be dark outside when students left, less 
time for homework, and less family and relaxment time. 70% of polls say that school hours should 
remain the same and students should go to bed earlier. Overtime, the pros would grow to be cons, 
and although the time would be later, some students will still be tired and unprepared for school. If 
we want prepared students, they need to go to bed earlier to be energized and ready to learn.  
 
Expected Results:  

School hours should remain the same.  
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PProposal Author: Mia Riggan 

Delegation: Mount Vernon Township High School      

Proposal Topic: Standardized testing should be closely evaluated in Illinois in order to improve 

schools. 

Position Statement:  Closely evaluating grade schools and high schools standardized test scores in 
Illinois will help to improve schools in areas that are lacking the correct knowledge or skills. 

Standardized tests also help students prepare for later challenges in life.  

 
Proposal:   

1. Standardized tests are a reliable way of testing student achievements. Standardized tests check the 

students knowledge and make the sure the teacher is doing their job, so if the teacher is not doing 
their job the administration will know immediately through the scores in the students tests. 

Therefore giving the administration the job of helping teachers know what subjects or areas that 

need to be focused on.  
2. Standardized testing is a way to test students fairly without anyone feeling excluded. When 

teachers give tests or quizzes most of the time they are graded unfairly because one student is 

given more time or a greater chance of getting an answer correct. (short answers, sentences… etc.) 
In standardized tests there is a right and a wrong answer making sure everyone is graded fairly. 

This will help improve students knowledge and skills because students will not be favored over one 

another.  
3. Standardized tests are a way to evaluate what the students have learned and shouldn’t be 

stressful. There is no reason for the test to be stressful because it is just measuring the amount of 

knowledge or skill a student has. It will show what areas a student is lacking and what areas the 
student is excelling. This will also help the teachers know where they are lacking in material or 

funding.  

4. Research shows that nearly half of high school students go to community or in state colleges after 
high school. Taking standardized tests in gradeschool and highschool will help prepare these 

students for tests or exams in college. Most high schools have a way for students to get exempt 

from highschool exams, so this will help take place of the exams. Also, most colleges require 
students to score a certain percentage on a test to even be considered to be admitted to their 

school.  

5. Standardized testing will help students prepare for a career that makes them take a standardized 
test to be qualified for the career they desire. Some careers such as, pilots, physicians,real estate 

brokers and lawyers, make the interviewees take tests and score in a certain point range in order 

to be qualified for the job. The company or firm has to make sure their workers have the correct 
skills and knowledge for the job.  

6. 70% of students in grade schools and high schools did not meet the reading and mathematics 

expectations set for their grade last year. In order to help this, teachers need to be more aware of 
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the test scores in order to help raise them. I don’t think teachers need to teach straight from the 

test, but instead when teaching these subjects focus on the areas that need to be focused to help 
improve the test scores for the next year or time the students take the test. 

7. Even though homeschoolers in Illinois are considered a private school and have to follow the same 

curriculum as the public school, they don’t have to take standardized tests. One downfall of this is, 
if someone who went to an unaccredited grade school “homeschool” and then decided they wanted 

to play high school sports, they wouldn’t be able too. Every public high school requires that each 

student takes a standardized test to make sure the students are at the grade level they wish to be 
in.  

8. High schoolers and grade schoolers also take the test for a purpose of the state. The state needs 

to know what schools have lower test scores than other schools, so they can fund and give the 
correct materials to the correct schools. Giving the correct materials to the correct schools can 

help the school improve in their test scores tremendously.  

 
EExpected Results:  
Students taking standardized tests will result in an improvement of schools and a better 
preparement of students for challenges found later on in life for many reasons. One reason is that 
students that take standardized tests are proven to do better on exams in college and a better 
placement in classes. Another reason is that the state of Illinois needs to know what schools to 
fund and provide materials too. The last reason is that standardized tests will help prepare 
students for possible career choices in the future. I believe this shows why students should take 
standardized tests.  
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PProposal Author(s): Philip Scarim 

Delegation: Stagg High School 

Proposal Topic: General Assembly Term Limit Reform (5) 

Position Statement:  To stop the further spread of corruption & stagnancy and to promote unbiased 

change in our Illinois General Assembly, harsher term limits need to be enforced. The legislative branch in 

Illinois is more focused on re-election and retaining power than writing legislation to benefit the people 

who elected them. The public outcry for term limits needs to be satisfied to ensure a more stable and 

prosperous future for our state. 

 

Proposal:   
1. Existing public petitions for term limits need to be recognized and must be taken into 

consideration during a push for legislation. 
 

2. These petitions need more popular support to surge against an over ruling of 
signatures by the Illinois Supreme Court. Once the desired number of signatures is 
achieved, a Constitutional Amendment can be introduced and the amendment process 
can begin. 

 
3. During local elections, the people must elect pro-term limit candidates, increasing 

support in the General Assembly for support and eventual approval of the new 
amendment. This is the most vital step of the proposal, as much support is needed in 
both the House and Senate to pass this legislature. 

 
4. The proposed amendment to our Illinois Constitution should enact a limit of two terms 

for all government officials, not necessarily the General Assembly. This model is proven 
to work at the highest office of our country and will be beneficial to the health of our 
Illinois government. The people of Illinois need to be further educated about why this 
new Amendment should be passed and our Illinois Constitution amended. 

 
Expected Results:  

Trust between the pubic and the General Assembly can finally be on the path to 
restoration. Our elected officials will now be focused and driven to better our state, 
putting the good of the people before their own. The legislative process will be hastened, 
accomplishing more for our state without prioritizing re-election. Our Illinois government 
as a whole will benefit from the introduction of term limits. 

 

 
 

 
 

 

Blue - 145



PProposal Author: Anthony Slade       

Delegation: Lake Park High School       

Proposal Topic: Alternative Schedules for Illinois School       

Position Statement: The scheduling for schools, especially regarding high schools, is overall 

disadvantageous for many high school students, and should be changed to accommodate for the stress 

and anxiety of students in Illinois. 

Proposal:   

1. Schools should be required to start after 8:30 AM. This would also obviously make the 
school day for most schools go later, but most teenagers’ sleep schedules are dictated by 
the light outside, (studies from Stanford University prove this) so most students are to be 
expected to get more sleep that is necessary for them to function. 82% of middle schools 
and high schools start before 8:30 AM. Also, 2 out of 3 students do not get the 
recommended amount of sleep in the US, and this must be changed. 

2. Schools should be required to switch to a 4 day week schedule for economic and 
educational reasons. Bus transportation is very expensive, and having buses have to pick up 
students one day less a week will decrease this cost. Additionally, student attendance and 
grades would be expected to rise 

3. A trimester plan should be instituted in high schools. This would make teachers and 
students have a closer connection because it would make the amount of classes teachers 
have to teach and students have to take go down because electives and other classes would 
be divided. 

Expected Results:  

If this law was put into place, then many students would live happier and healthier lifestyles and 
would be more likely to have a successful future due to the prospect of higher grades and less of a 
chance to develop depressive and unhealthy thoughts and habits. Making the school start time later 
for all schools would benefit almost all students across the state. 82% of middle schools and high 
schools start before 8:30 AM. In Illinois, the average start time for high schools is about 8:13 AM, 
which is much too early for many high school students to function at their highest level and be able 
to succeed. 2 out of 3 students do not meet the recommended amount of sleep of 8 hours. 
Students that were put on a later schedule in Kentucky said they had less stress and felt less 
anxiety when going to school at these earlier times. Additionally, the four day week schedule was 
implemented in Saratoga, Arkansas, and $40,000 was saved and grades on standardized tests 
raised significantly. If this was implemented more, than more schools may be able to see these 
beneficial effects. The trimester plan proved to be beneficial in Westfield Washington School in 
Indiana. Tardiness and absences declined 25%, and many students were able to get better grades. 
They also said there was less stress put on them because there were less classes at once.
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PProposal Author(s): Bill Spaniol       

Delegation: Williamsville       

Proposal Topic:Poverty       

Position Statement:   TThe State of Illinois should pass legislation that would increase jobs and 
encourage work instead of providing handouts the unemployed and impoverished.  

Proposal:   

1. Poverty has been a  problem since the beginning of time. The poverty standard in Illinois for a family 
of four is an annual income of $24,300 or lower. By this standard, 14.4% of Illinoisans fall under this line. 
This isn’t surprising since our unemployment rate itself is 44th in the nation at 7.1%.  

Today, Americans aren’t overly pushed to work hard to achieve aspirations. The ease of access of 
information with the technological age acts as a crutch. Debt has run rampant among citizens since the 
penalties aren’t immediate. Also, an overall lack of discipline has become the norm in our nation. 

The answer to our state’s poverty problem is encouraging the unemployed to work, not the enabling 
them to sit and waste time on other tax-payer’s money. 

In 2012, the Department of Human Services spent $4.1 million on grants, such as alcohol and drug 
abuse rehabilitation, family and community services, and welfare according to the Illinois State Comptroller. 
This figure is still fairly accurate since the horrible state of Illinois’ budget has not improved. 

As of August, 2015, 1,938,304 people were on the SNAP or Supplemental Nutrition Assistance 
Program. They were receiving food paid for by the taxpayers.   This program costs the taxpayers 
$73,935,990.      

2. Illinois should implement a system consisting of goals and milestones set by the Department of 
Health and Human Services. The milestones will be set at a one year interval to highly encourage participants 
to meet their goals.  

3. People would have more self reliance at each interval. Supplemental benefits such as a monetary card 
can only be used for necessities, like the LINK card. This card will only have a set amount of cash for the year 
period so as to encourage responsibility with purchases. The aid recipient will take responsibility for 
whatever the recipient doesn’t have. The aid recipient will need to work more or live within their budget 
making do with less. This teaches responsibility. 

4. By the user’s first milestone he or she will be required to have a job while receiving the highest amount of 
supplemental income. That is all it is, supplemental; a job will be required to make ends meet. 

5. The supplemental income will drop 20% each year for five years until it is cut off after the last 365 days. 

6. Each supplement will have an individual amount that can only be used for education. This is not only for 
college, but it can be used for trade schools. Trade schools will probably be utilized more frequently for cost 
reasons. 

7. Exceptions will be made for people with total mental and physical disability for any occupation. People who 
have a mental or physical disability can be assigned work according to their abilities. There needs to be 
medical documention for application of an exception. 

 

Expected Results:  

 

I expect this program to create Illinois citizens with responsibility and self-reliance. 

This will cut down substantially on the people taking advantage of the system and encourage them to make 
their own way.This will also save on income tax in this state which will in turn allow business to come back to 
Illinois creating more job opportunity. I believe this is the answer to the long-time issue of poverty in any 
land.  
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PProposal Author(s):  Barry Varley       

Delegation: Carl Sandburg High School        

Proposal Topic: What should be done to better utilize the natural resources of Illinois to become 

an energy leader in production and conservation?        

Position Statement:  In Illinois we can be more energy efficient and create more energy than we 

actually are.   

 

Proposal:   
We are the number one user of coal power in the United states of America. We are also 

seventh in carbon emission. Illinois could build more wind turbine and use lake Michigan for power. 
A wind turbine costs three thousand dollars to eight thousand dollars roughly. A coal plant cost 
three thousand five hundred dollars per kilowatt. That is a big difference. It's a lot cheaper and 
cleaner. And it takes up less space. Illinois could also use turbines in the water in Lake Michigan 
and the Chicago River. 
 

Illinois produced 12.8 million acres of corn in two thousand and twelve which was the 
fourth most in the United States. Corn is apart of the production in ethanol.  Ethanol has many 
uses from varnishes to additives in gasoline. Ethanol is a big factor in production of fuel. So if 
Illinois used more corn for ethanol instead of feed for cattle or human consumption they would be 
more fuel efficient and be a big producer of fuel.  

 
Expected Results:  

So if Illinois  took advantage of their resources they could be the number one producer of energy. If 
they use wind turbines they could make energy that way.  If Illinois use lake michigan they could 
produce energy. And if Illinois used their corn they could make energy. 
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PProposal Author: Laura Villanueva 
Delegation: Dwight D Eisenhower        
Proposal Topic: What should Illinois do to lower STD and STI (Sexually Transmitted Diseases and 
Infections) rates? 
Position Statement: Illinois is not utilizing all of their available resources to the best of their ability to 
keep people safe from the epidemic. With the solutions provided it will keep people more safe and better 
educated about the environment around them. 
 
Proposal:  

1. The most effective way to avoid STIs is to abstain from sex completely. The state can 
continue to promote this message through its already implemented sex education program. 

2. By getting the vaccines for HPV before becoming sexually active, it can protect us from 
some common types of HPV. It is recommended to get all 3 doses starting at the age of 11 
through 12. Doctors and physicians can improve the rate of vaccinations by making them 
available at local pharmacies, similar to that of the flu shot.  

3. People should practice mutual monogamy which means that you agree to be sexually active 
with only one person, who has agreed to be sexually active only with you. Being in a long-
term mutually monogamous relationship with an uninfected partner is one of the most 
reliable ways to avoid STDs. But you must both be certain you are not infected with STDs. It 
is important to have an open and honest conversation with your partner. The State of 
Illinois can advertise as to the importance of STD testing on dating websites and apps to 
help promote the importance of being tested and being honest with your partner. 

4. Statistics show that in 2013, 47% of high school students reported having sexual 
intercourse.The correct and consistent use of the male latex condoms are highly effective in 
reducing STD transmission. Other birth contraceptives may protect from getting you 
pregnant but not against STDs and STIs. The state should pass legislation making it 
mandatory for public bathrooms to have condom dispensers available; as well as a tax 
deduction for public high schools that choose to install condom dispensers to help reduce 
the rate of unprotected teenage sex. 

5. Parents should start educating children about sex at an earlier age. This can help children 
understand and feel better about their bodies as they become curious about them. Studies 
have shown that some sex education is better than no sex education at all. Studies also 
show that people who had a lesson about the “birds and the bees” with their parents are 
less likely to participate in risky behavior. The state can create a website with vital 
information about sex education for varying ages and education levels for both parents and 
children to access. The website will also incorporate helpful tips for parents, as well as 
frequently asked questions by children at varying ages, and how to broach the subject of 
sex education with their children. 

 
Expected Results:  

The STD and STI rates will lower in Illinois and people will learn to trust their parents and doctors 
about this serious topic. This eventually will lead to less infections and people can start to live a 
healthier and safer lifestyle. 
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STATE OF ILLINOIS 

Sixty-Eighth Session 
Illinois Youth Legislature 

 

Introduced by:  Referred to Committee:  Gray 1  

Senate Sponsor: Pooja Vemu  

House Sponsor: Heather Walsh  

Co-Sponsors: Bianca Duran, Rhea Shrivastava  

Delegation:  Waubonsie Valley High School 

 

A BILL 

For an Act amending Chapter 111 Section 415, of the Illinois Compiled Statutes, relating to 
proper disposal of industrial waste. 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE YMCA YOUTH LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ILLINOIS. 

Section I. This bill will mandate more ecologically responsible methods for industrial waste 1 
disposal by corporations.  2 

Section II. Industrial waste is defined as rejected or surplus materials produced by a 3 
manufacturing or industrial process.  4 

Section III. This bill will require at least 50 percent of all recyclable industrial waste be 5 
properly recycled, along with 30 percent of all non toxic industrial waste be properly 6 
incinerated for energy.  7 

Section IV. This bill will mandate the creation of a Industrial Waste Disposal Oversight 8 
Committee to ensure every corporation adheres to the regulations.  9 

Section V. All corporations will be required to submit yearly reports on their methods of 10
industrial waste disposal.  11

Section VI. The Industrial Waste Disposal Oversight Committee will review all materials 12
submitted by corporations and conduct random audits to ensure the integrity of the 13
reports.  14
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Section VII. Failure to meet the minimum requirements of proper waste disposal or to 15
register with the Industrial Waste Disposal Oversight Committee will result in a fine in 16
proportion to the corporation’s net worth. The first offense will result in a fine of 0.1% of 17
the corporation’s net worth. The second offense will result in a fine of 0.5% of the 18
corporation's net worth. The third offense will result in 1% of the corporation's net worth.  19

Section VIII. The creation of the oversight committee will require $2,000,000 additional 20
funding for the Illinois Environmental Protection Agency, which can be subsidized by the 21
fines corporations who fail to meet are subject to pay.  22

Section IV. This Bill shall go into effect on January 1st, 2018, upon the signature of the 23
Youth Governor of the State of Illinois. 24
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LLOBBYIST POSITION PAPER 

Lobbyist Name: Ellen Sweeney 

Delegation: Waubonsie Valley High School 

Aligned with Preliminary Bill #: RI - 96 

I urge the YMCA Youth legislature to pass a bill that will improve the state of the environment, 
especially that affected by the output of industrial factories. Our bill reduces the negative  ecological 
effects of industrial waste, which is the pollution from industrial factories. 

Our bill seeks to rectify policy on industrial waste by regulating its output and making sure waste is 
disposed of in methods safer for water, air, and soil. We hope to pass our bill for a healthier state of 
living because without these necessary changes, many human activities would not take place safely. 
Furthermore, destroying natural resources is detrimental to production and manufacturing of other 
products. 

Industrial waste damages the soil, water, and air of the environ surrounding industrial factories. Soil is 
also affected by industrial practices. Once fertile soil is made useless and dead, therefore no longer 
arable to farmers. Also, air is polluted by toxins released from factories, those living in areas with 
polluted air have a lung cancer risk 20% greater than other people. Having a lower quality of life than 
others and a higher risk of disease based purely on location is unfair and can be changed with this bill. 
Because of water pollution, more than one billion people have no access to clean water. These facts 
prove that the current rate of pollution is detrimental to not only earth but the health and livelihood of 
the people living in these polluted areas. 

The IL EPA began regulating hazardous waste in 1976 and states that there are many regulations in 
place to reduce harmful disposal, but there are still lots of damaging disposal methods of industrial 
pollution in use. Our bill mandates that a committee be made to oversee industrial waste disposal. This 
committee will ensure that factories are responsible with controlling their waste and that 50 percent of 
all recyclable industrial waste be properly recycled, along with 30 percent of all non toxic industrial 
waste be properly incinerated. 

Having a bill in place to guarantee that corporations use more ecologically responsible methods for 
industrial waste disposal will stop the harm currently being done unto the environment. Reducing 
environmental harm will help people around industrial factories live more healthily and safely.  

Summary:    I will support all legislation that attempts to reduce the ecological effects of industrial 
waste and its pollution. 
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STATE OF ILLINOIS 

Sixty-Eighth Session 
Illinois Youth Legislature 

 

Introduced by:  Referred to Committee:  Gray 1  

Senate Sponsor: Edin Mustic  

House Sponsor: Camryn Jankowski  

Co-Sponsors: Ashley Bandas and Delaney Capaldi  

Delegation:  William Howard Taft High School      

 

A BILL 

For an Act Chapter 235, Section 5, Article 13 , of the Illinois Compiled Statutes, relating to 
Mandatory Labeling of Nutritional Facts on Alcoholic Beverages Act . 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE YMCA YOUTH LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ILLINOIS. 

Section I. The bill will encompass the mandatory labeling of nutritional facts being placed 1 
upon alcoholic beverages and products, including on the individual units (bottles, cans, etc.) 2 
themselves. Any alcoholic beverages and products produced within distilleries, and 3 
distributed across bars, restaurants, convenience stores, and supermarkets within the state 4 
of Illinois MUST be labeled with nutritional facts. Alcoholic beverages and products 5 
imported from other states and countries, including beers (malts and lagers), wines, spirits, 6 
vodkas, gins, whiskeys, and mixed drinks, are not subject to this law. The plan for this law is 7 
that Illinois will be the first state to start a plan of nationwide nutrition labels being 8 
required on alcoholic beverages and products.   9 

 10
Section II. Each of the units contains a nutritional label. The labeling must meet the 11
requirements permitted by the FDA and IDPH (Illinois department of public health). The 12
labels will follow the regulations of Nutritional Labels that the state of Illinois enforces 13
upon products required to have labels. These labels have listed a standard serving 14
measurement which lists serving per a unit, calories, and then a breakdown of the 15
constituent elements in this order. This breakdown consists of total fat, sodium, 16
carbohydrates and protein. However, other nutrients usually shown may be suppressed, if  17
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they are zero. The typical nutrients listed are calories, calories from fat, fat, saturated fat, 18
trans fat, cholesterol, sodium, carbohydrates, dietary fiber, sugars, protein, vitamin A, 19
vitamin C, calcium, and iron. Labels also include ingredients and commonly allergenic 20
ingredients in bold font. Products must display certain nutrition information and health 21
claims on packaging. The health claims are only allowed by the FDA for eight diet and health 22
relationships based on proven scientific evidence. Labeling must be legible and in a form as 23
well as font that is readable. The FDA requires that the label must utilize a single easy-to-24
read type style. 25
 26
Section III. FFines and Punishments:  For the first offense, where a manufacturer and/or 27
distiller within the boundaries of the State of Illinois fail to comply with the aforementioned 28
requirements, they will be subject to a $5.00/liter fine. This fine is to be adjusted with 29
inflation and is not reflected on 2016 dollar amounts. On the second offense, 30
manufacturers (and their partners) and distributors will be required to withdraw all current 31
unlabeled products from shelves and will be subject to a mandatory, unannounced 32
inspection of the beverages and products within 60 days of the second offense. Upon third 33
offense, the manufacturers will be required to halt all production of their alcoholic 34
beverages and products until they are produced with the labels, and comply with the given 35
specifications.  36
Grace period and Effective Date: Following the passage of the law, distributors and sellers 37
within the State will be given a six month grace period in order to have alcoholic beverages 38
with the nutritional labeling. Manufacturers, distillers, and their local partners, will be 39
required to adhere to the aforementioned regulations immediately once it is in effect.  40

Section IV. This Bill shall go into effect beginning on June 1st 2017, upon the signature of 41
the Youth Governor of the State of Illinois and passage in the Youth General Assembly. 42
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H-G-02  

LOBBYIST POSITION PAPER 
 
 
Lobbyist Name: Sydney Meyer        

Delegation: William Howard Taft High School       

Aligned with Preliminary Bill #: RII-35       

 

We encourage the YMCA Youth Legislature to pass a bill that mandates the labeling of ALL alcoholic 
beverages and products produced, manufactured, and distributed within the State of Illinois.  

The state of Illinois should be mandated to label nutritional facts upon all alcoholic beverages and 
products; that which includes product cases and all the products that lie within. In addition wines, 
spirits, vodkas, gins, whiskeys, mixed drinks, etc. also need to be labeled individually. Our bill will be 
beneficial in the way that it requires companies to inform customers on what they will be 
consuming. Ingredients are found on nutrition labels to caution those with allergies to substances 
that might be in the beverage.  

With drinking alcohol comes the ingredients within it that can be damaging and toxic to our bodies. 
“Producers, bottlers, and importers of alcohol beverages may voluntarily declare the presence of 
milk, eggs, fish, Crustacean shellfish, tree nuts, wheat, peanuts, and soybeans, as well as 
ingredients that contain protein derived from these foods, in their products, but they are not 
required to do so.” (Alcoholic and tobacco tax and trade bureau). Technically producers of alcohol 
may list these ingredients on the product but are not required to. However, ingredients that may be 
toxic such as GMO products, high fructose corn syrup, plants that may have been sprayed with 
pesticides, etc., do not have to be listed at all on any alcoholic products.  “Some beers contain 
lactose, wheat and gluten, corn, food dye, and even peanut ingredients! But they don’t have to be 
listed, nor is an allergen disclaimer required.” (“Toxic” Ingredients in Beer, Wine, and Spirits). It 
should also be mentioned that the Food and Drug Administration does not control the product 
labeling of alcoholic beverages. Instead it is a branch of the Treasury, which in case you did not 
know controls money, called the Alcoholic and tobacco tax and trade bureau. 

Putting nutrition labels on every single alcoholic beverage and product produced, manufactured, 
and distributed within the State of Illinois will protect our citizens from allergic reactions and toxic 
ingredients. This bill is key to informing people on what they're putting into their bodies. 

Summary:  Summary: We will support all legislation that mandates the labeling of all alcoholic 
beverages and products produced, manufactured, and distributed within the State of Illinois. 
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LOBBYIST POSITION PAPER 
 
 
Lobbyist Name: Mia Vela        

Delegation: William Howard Taft High School      

Aligned with Preliminary Bill #: RII-35     

 

We encourage the YMCA Youth Legislature to pass a bill that mandates the labeling of ALL alcoholic 

beverages and products produced, manufactured, and distributed within the State of Illinois.  

The state of Illinois should be mandated to label nutritional facts upon all alcoholic beverages and 

products; that which includes product cases and all the products that lie within. In addition wines, 

spirits, vodkas, gins, whiskeys, mixed drinks, etc. also need to be labeled individually. Our bill will be 

beneficial in the way that it requires companies to inform customers on what they will be 

consuming. Ingredients are found on nutrition labels to caution those with allergies to substances 

that might be in the beverage. Calories and other information are also on the label which aid 

customers in knowing if it will do more harm than good in the sense of weight gain. 

Without knowing what is included in the product, a person might bring upon themselves an allergic 

reaction. According to the food reactions database, as little as 1 ml of pure alcohol (equivalent to 

10 ml of wine or a mouthful of beer) is enough to provoke severe rashes, difficulty breathing, 

stomach cramps or collapse, a condition known as anaphylaxis. And in addition, most beer products 

contain wheat which is a very common ingredient that people are allergic to. Likewise products in 

beverages may have a high count of calories and fats causing weight gain. In fact, More than 80% 

did not know, or incorrectly estimated, the calorie content of a large glass of wine (according to the 

Royal Society for Public Health). Calories play a large part in weight gain and consuming large 

amounts make you subject to significant gains.  

Putting nutrition labels on every single alcoholic beverage and product produced, manufactured, 

and distributed within the State of Illinois will protect our citizens from allergic reactions and 

weight gain. This bill is key to informing people on what they're putting into their bodies. 

Summary:     Summary: We will support all legislation that mandates the labeling of all alcoholic 

beverages and products produced, manufactured, and distributed within the State of Illinois. 
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SSTATE OF ILLINOIS 

Sixty-Eighth Session 
Illinois Youth Legislature 

Introduced by:  Referred to Committee:  Gray 1  

Senate Sponsor: Elizabeth Dyslin  

House Sponsor: Ruth Lemna  

Co-Sponsors: Madeline Taylor, Sarah Lehrer  

Delegation:  Wheaton Warrenville South 

A BILL 

For an Act 105, of the Illinois Compiled Statutes, relating to Health and Safety. 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE YMCA YOUTH LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ILLINOIS. 

Section I. This Bill will mandate that all Illinois public schools begin recycling programs if they are 1 
not already existent within each individual school. No public schools within the regulation of the 2 
Illinois state government will neglect the responsibility of recycling. 3 

Section II. Any school that does not comply with this law will be charged with an infraction and 4 
fined $3 for every student that attends that school. All schools will be subject to inspection by 5 
their city’s sanitation department. If a school has not complied with recycling regulations, they will 6 
be given six months after the initial infraction charge to implement a program before they are again 7 
fined $10 for every student. The REM programs in Illinois will be responsible for the enforcement of 8 
these new regulations. The Illinois State Department of Commerce will collect all fines as a funding 9 
source. Section III. Here is another section. Here is another section. Here is another section. Here is 10
another section. Here is another section. Here is another section. Here is another section. Here is 11
another section. Here is another section. Here is another section. Here is another section. 12

Section III. The Department of Commerce will be the main funding source for this legislation. In 13
regards to the Illinois State Tipping Fee Surcharge, there is an extra charge of either or both $2.00 14
and $.095 per cubic yard. No matter their weight or volume, smaller landfills will be required to pay 15
a set annual fee. Each year, the surcharge makes around $20 million. However, the Illinois State law 16
mandates that each year, $2 million goes towards the Illinois Hazardous Waste Fund. The rest of 17
the money made goes towards the Illinois Solid Waste Management Fund, where Illinois EPA and 18
DCEO will help support outside programs similar to the one proposed in this bill. Part of this 19
allotment will be designated for the city sanitation departments to fund the inspection programs.  20

Section IV. This Bill shall go into effect on January 1, 2018  upon the signature of the Youth 21
Governor of the State of Illinois. 22
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LLOBBYIST POSITION PAPER 
 
Lobbyist Name: Abby Tavolino   

Delegation: Wheaton Warrenville South  

Aligned with Preliminary Bill #:        RI-103       

I strongly encourage the YMCA Youth Legislature to pass the bill on making recycling in public 

schools of Illinois mandatory. Recycling is a vital part of the Earth’s health which is often 

overlooked. It has a bigger impact on our lives than many people know. 

Trash in landfills gives off toxic and horrible gasses to the environment like ammonia and carbon 

dioxide ("Important Things to Know About Landfill Gas"). Exposure to high concentrations of 

ammonia in the air can cause blindness, lung damage, and even death to humans ("The Facts About 

Ammonia"). Carbon dioxide in the atmosphere also contributes to the greenhouse effect. The 

greenhouse effect is vital to the earth’s health because it makes the earth warm but too much of 

this carbon dioxide in the atmosphere causes global warming. 

Trash not only harms humans but it also has disastrous effects on the lives of animals. When trash 

is in the environment an animal can easily mistake a bottle cap for food or find itself in a plastic 

six-pack soda container, among other things. When an animal mistakes a bottle cap for food and 

when an animal is stuck in a six-pack ring it makes for a slow, painful death for the animal. With 

recycling plastic bottles and containers, these items are brought to a plant where they can be 

processed and reused instead of harming animals.  

Recycling is cheaper than garbage as well. Although it may seem to be the opposite, the reality is 

that when trash is disposed of, the government usually relieves the citizens of some of the price by 

paying for hauling companies or transfer stations. But when recycling, citizens usually pay the full 

price directly ("About Recycling").  

Recycling also increases local jobs by manufacturing new items out of discarded recycling. Many 

businesses are built on innovating new things from recycled goods. If anyone should support this 

new creation of jobs and ideas it should be schools since schools are meant to create the next 

generation of innovators and creators.  

Summary:    I will support all legislation that promotes recycling because of the positive influences 

towards our environment and people that recycling enforces. 
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STATE OF ILLINOIS 
Sixty-Eighth Session 

Illinois Youth Legislature 
 
Introduced by:  Referred to Committee: Gray 1  

Senate Sponsor: Nick Villani 
 

House Sponsor: Grant Lisk 
 

Co-Sponsors: Andrew Ashby 
 

Delegation: Mount Vernonr 
 
 
 

A BILL 
 
For an Act amending Article 24 Chapter 720 Section 5 , of the Illinois Compiled Statutes, relating 
to Silencer Possession. 
 
BE IT ENACTED BY THE YMCA YOUTH LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ILLINOIS. 
 
Section I. Paragraph (a)(6) of the Unlawful Use of Weapons Statute (720 ILCS 5/24-1) will be 1 
repealed. 2 

Section  II.  The  State of Illinois will have  no  restrictions  pertaining  to the manufacture, sale, 3 
possession, or lawful use of devices designed, used, or intended for  silencing the report of  a 4 
firearm.  Manufacture, sale, possession, and transport must follow existing Federal law. 5 

Section III. The Statutes concerning unlawful use of silencers will remain Unchanged. 6 

Section IV. This Bill shall go into effect on June 1, 2017 upon the signature of theYouth 7 
Governor of the State of Illinois. 8 
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LLOBBYIST POSITION PAPER 
 
 
Lobbyist Name: Emma Henry        

Delegation: Mt. Vernon Township High School       

Aligned with Preliminary Bill#: RIII-16 

 

I encourage the YMCA Youth Legislature to pass a bill that will remove the portion of the ILCS that 

prohibits possession “any device or attachment of any kind designed, used or intended for use in 

silencing the report of any firearm.”  

Silencers reduce the level of sound that the gun emits when fired. They are perceived as a 
dangerous addition to a firearm when in reality they are quite useful and safe. Firearms can be 
harmful to anyone's ears when fired. Silencers or “suppressors” can help protect from hearing loss 
and prevent noise complaints from nearby neighborhoods.  

Since 1934, the federal government has treated devices designed to muffle or suppress the report 

of firearms as Title II devices that required registration under the National Firearms Registration 

and Transfer Record and mandated transfers that included a $200 tax stamp. 

With this Bill, federal law would treat them as firearms which would allow suppressors to transfer 

through any regular federal firearms license holders to anyone not prohibited from possessing them 

after the buyer passes an FBI instant background check. 

In 2014 the NFRTR listed 571,150 registered silencers while information released earlier this year 

showed 792,282– a growth of some 39 percent. 

Summary: I will support all legislation that that will remove the portion of the ILCS that prohibits 

possession of “any device or attachment of any kind designed, used or intended for use in silencing 

the report of any firearm.” 
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LOBBYIST POSITION PAPER 

Lobbyist Name:  Jonathan Wilson   
 
Delegation:  Mt. Vernon Township High School        
  
Aligned with Preliminary Bill #: RIII-16 
 
I encourage the YMCA Youth Legislature to pass a bill that will remove the portion of the ILCS that prohibits 
possession of “any device or attachment of any kind designed, used or intended to use in silencing the report of 
any firearm”. 

The people of Illinois should be able to buy and possess silencers for several reasons. Silencers are not what most 
people believe them to be, they are not what Hollywood depicts them as in movies. They are on the contrary quite 
useful and safe. A silencer or “suppressor” is designed to reduce the noise of the shot when firing a gun. This is 
beneficial to both the person shooting and those in the surrounding area of where the shot was fired. The high 
frequency of the shot is harmful to the rifleman’s hearing. A silencer helps protect the rifleman from hearing loss. 
Another challenge that gun owners face today is noise complaints from homeowners living near local gun clubs. 
Many people who complain or file petitions to shut down gun clubs and target practice areas are not always anti-
gun, they just don’t like the noise the guns create. The noise a shotgun makes when fired affects any other hunters 
that are in the nearby area. The sound spooks all the deer in that area, especially in rural areas without much 
outside noise. Silencers also reduce the recoil and increases its accuracy. Being able to use a silencer makes 
shooting overall more pleasurable. 

A silencer is a safety device, not a spy gadget for a Black Ops mission. Silencers reduce the level of sound that the 
gun emits when fired. The Occupational Safety and Health Administration or (OSHA) determined that the maximum 
level of noise that is safe for the human ear to hear is 140 decibels. A normal .308 Winchester bolt-action rifle 
emits an average of about 158 decibels per shot. Compare that to a normal conversation which is about 65 
decibels, or a pop of a balloon which is 125 decibels. What silencers do is decrease the decibel level of a firearm by 
14 to 45 decibels, depending on the type of silencer. The National Institute on Deafness and Other Communication 
Disorders reported “15 percent of Americans between the ages of 20 and 69 (26 million people) have high-
frequency hearing loss due to exposure to noise at work or during leisure activities.” If silencers were legalized in 
Illinois less people would suffer from deafness and hearing loss due to these activities. Many people in opposition 
of this bill will say that allowing citizens to buy and possess silencers will ultimately lead to more crime. They 
believe it will allow people to get away with crimes that are committed but not reported. This is just not true. We 
are not handing out silencers to every guy we see on the street. Rather this is allowing those who need them for 
the right reasons and who comply within safety standards to be able to use them for defense and recreational use. 
There are still regulations and rules you must follow to be able to buy silencers just like there are on guns. You will 
still undergo a background check before being able to get a silencer. Lastly, we are not the first state to try and 
pass a law to legalize silencers. In fact, we are one of the last. So far, 42 states have passed legislation allowing 
the use of silencers for civilian use. Other countries in Europe such as Norway, France, Austria, and the UK have 
also. It is time that Illinois catch up with the rest of the world.  

Summary:  I will support all legislation that promotes the removal of the portion of the ILCS that prohibits 
possession of “any device or attachment of any kind designed, used or intended to use in silencing the report of 
any firearm”.  
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STATE OF ILLINOIS 

Sixty-Eighth Session 
Illinois Youth Legislature 

 

Introduced by:  Referred to Committee: GGray 2 

Senate Sponsor: Torean Moore  

House Sponsor: Evan Owens  

Co-Sponsors: Hannah Heitmeyer, Joey Schmidt  

Delegation:  Mount Vernon 

 

A BILL 

For an Act creating section 30, of the Illinois Compiled Statutes, relating to the withholding 
of pay for Illinois legislators if budget is not approved by the end of the fiscal year. 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE YMCA YOUTH LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ILLINOIS. 

Section I. This act will withhold the pay of all Illinois legislators if the Illinois budget is not 1 
turned in and approved by the end of the Illinois fiscal year on June 30th. They will be paid 2 
immediately after they get the budget approved. If bill still isn’t  approved after 2 months a 3 
$10,000 fine will apply to all legislators. 4 

Section II. The Illinois Comptroller will enforce this law and oversee the legislators payment. 5 

Section III. Illinois legislators will go without pay until the budget is approved by  both the 6 
House and Senate. 7 

Section IV. This Bill shall go into effect on January 1, 2018 upon the signature of the Youth 8 
Governor of the State of Illinois. 9 

Gray - 14



Gray - 15



H-G-05 

LLOBBYIST POSITION PAPER 
 
Lobbyist Name: Priyanka Kaushal         

Delegation: Mt. Vernon      

Aligned with Preliminary Bill #: RIII-19    

 

I encourage the YMCA Youth Legislature to pass a bill requiring withhold of pay to Illinois 
legislators if a budget is not approved by the end of the fiscal year.    

This act will withhold the pay of Illinois legislators if the Illinois budget is not passed by both 
chambers and signed by the Governor by the end of the Illinois fiscal year on June 30. They will 
be paid immediately after the budget has been signed. Currently, state government has a 
“stopgap budget” allowing some areas to be fully funded, or in some cases not funded at all. 
Having a budget would create financial obligations, under the law, for things like education, 
public safety, human services, and public health. Then, lawmakers and the governor would work 
out a plan to either cut costs, increase taxes or do both to make spending (discretionary and 
nondiscretionary costs) match up with the last: revenues.  

Also the state of Illinois has had many problems passing their budgets and many businesses have 
gone without several pay. Having no budget has caused non-Medicaid health-cares expenses 
(including payment for state employees) to go bankrupt causing payment to not be made; many 
doctors are either working without pay or are being withheld pay for at least 68 days. Illinois is 
rather focusing too much on funding gas, food, and employees for prison. A recent report from 
the Chicago-based nonprofit Truth in Accounting found that the state’s total debt burden, when 
divided across all of its taxpayers, comes to $45,500 per person. This is occurring because not 
having a budget causes debt as many areas are over funded and other areas are not funded at 
all, wasting money and causing taxpayers to pay the burden. 

Our bill will hopefully be treated as a kind of motivator and hopefully help the budget be turned 
in a timely manner. The legislators will be immediately paid after the budget is approved. 

Summary:  I will support all legislation that promotes withholding the pay of Illinois 
legislators if budget is not approved by the end of the year whenever it is due.  
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LOBBYIST POSITION PAPER 
 
 
Lobbyist Name:Addi Sargent       

Delegation: Mt. Vernon      

Aligned with Preliminary Bill #: RIII-19    

 
I encourage the YMCA Youth legislature to pass a bill, relating to the withholding of pay to Illinois 
legislators if budget is not approved by the end of the of the fiscal year.  

This act will withhold the pay of Illinois legislators if the Illinois Budget is not turned in and 
approved by the end of the Illinois fiscal year on June 30th. They will be paid immediately after they 
get the budget approved.  

Also the state of Illinois has had many problems passing their budgets and many businesses have 
gone without several pay. 

Our bill will hopefully be treated as a kind of motivator and hopefully help the budget is turned in a 
timely manner.  

The legislators will be immediately paid after the budget is approved. 

Summary:  I will support all legislation that promotes withholding the pay of Illinois legislators if 
budget is not is not approved by the end of the year whenever it’s due. 
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STATE OF ILLINOIS 

Sixty-Eighth Session 
Illinois Youth Legislature 

 

Introduced by:  Referred to Committee:  Gray 2  

Senate Sponsor: Emily Maniacci  

House Sponsor: Katherine Balzer  

Co-Sponsors: Meghan Krawczyk and Zeel Parikh  

Delegation:  Waubonsie Valley High School 

 

A BILL 

For an Act amending Article III Suffrage and Elections, of the Illinois Compiled Statutes, 
relating to Incarcerated felons' right to vote. 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE YMCA YOUTH LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ILLINOIS. 

Section I. Felons currently in a prison or correctional institution have the right to vote. 1 

Section II. Incarcerated felons have the right to vote in all the same elections as the public. 2 
Incarcerated felons have the right to vote in federal, state, and local level elections. 3 

Section III. When the county that the prison is located in is registering voters, a registrar 4 
shall go to the prison and register any prisoners who choose to participate.  5 

Section IV. Each prisoner will get a background check to verify that they are a United States 6 
citizen and are able to vote.  7 

Section V. Voting would take place within the correctional institution or prison. Voting 8 
booths will be set up in the courtyard or cafeteria. 10-15 prisoners will go in at a time to 9 
vote. 4 prison guards will stand watch over the prisoner activity ten feet away from the 10
booths. Additionally, there will be cameras overseeing the prisoner activity with other 11
guards watching from a separate room.  12

Section VI. Violent offenders will be escorted in groups of 5 with 2 additional guards 13
watching them from ten feet away as well as the camera system.  14
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Section VII. Prisoners in isolation will be asked if they would like to vote. If they choose to 15
do so they will be given news articles pertaining to the election. They will be taken out one 16
by one to vote to maintain isolation.  17

Section VIII. All voting procedures shall be overseen by the Election Committee.  18

This Bill shall go into effect on January 1st, 2018 upon the signature of the Youth Governor 19
of the State of Illinois. 20
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H-G-06  

LOBBYIST POSITION PAPER 
 
 
Lobbyist Name: Marisol Cabrera   

Delegation: Waubonsie Valley High School  

Aligned with Preliminary Bill #: RI-92         

 

I encourage the YMCA Youth Legislature to pass a bill that gives felons who are currently incarcerated 
the right to vote in any election that the general public can vote in. 

American Jails are racially imbalanced. African Americans make up about 38% of the population in prison 
but only 13% of all Americans. This can also be seen with Hispanics who make up 20% of jail population 
and only 15% of American population. These disproportionate ratios of population demonstrate how by 
giving incarcerated felons the right to vote minorities, who are already repressed in elections, a voice 
and say in who comes to power in their own countries. Also these statistics represent how American jails 
are racially prejudice and by disenfranchising their right to vote is to oppress the minority population. 

It is estimated that 1 in 40 adults (more than 5 million Americans) have lost voting rights currently or 
permanently because of felony convictions. If these people, who are American citizens and therefore 
should have the right to vote, could vote then elections could be drastically changed. In Maryland an 
estimated 150,000 felons would be able to vote if legislation on this matter would be passed through. 
That means that at least 150,000 people in that state are being denied a human right. In America voting 
is considered a human right therefore should apply to prisoners. Prisoners keep their other human rights 
such as the right not to be subjected to torture or to inhuman or degrading treatment or punishment, 
the right to be free from slavery, and the right to marriage and a family. If these rights are not being 
taken away from felons than the right to vote should not be as well. The right to vote is article 21 of 
The Universal Declaration of Human Rights and states that everyone has the right to take part in 
government. 

This bill is crucial because it gives a fundamental human right back to an American citizen. 

Summary:   I will support all legislation that gives felons the right to vote. 
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H-G-07 
 

LLOBBYIST POSITION PAPER 
 
Lobbyist Name: Nicole Vacha 

Delegation: Stagg High School 

Aligned with Preliminary Bill #: RII-24 
 

I encourage the YMCA Youth Legislature to pass a bill amending Chapter 95 Section 12-503, of 
the Illinois Compiled Statutes, relating to obstruction of windshield in motor vehicles. 
 
The state of Illinois should amend Chapter 95 Section 12-503. Currently the law states that drivers 
should not have anything in their windshield, including posters, stickers, items hanging from the 
rear-view mirror, etc. This is law is just to a certain extent because drivers should be able to see 
clearly through their windshield, however, drivers are getting into trouble for having small things in 
their windshield that do not obstruct their view while driving. For example a police officer gave a 
driver a ticket because the her handicap placard was obstructing the view. Another driver received 
a ticket for having a small air freshener on the windshield, but neither of these items obstruct the 
view of a driver to the extent where the driver is unable to clearly see out of the windshield, or 
impairing the ability to drive. 
 
This bill proposes to prevent incidences like these from happening by allowing drivers to drive a 
motor vehicle with items suspended from the windshield mirrow or attached to the windshield, as 
long as the item is a reasonable size. 
 
 
 
 

 Summary: I will support all legislation that promotes amending the Act that denies any item to 
be hung from the windshield mirror or attached to the windshield. 
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STATE OF ILLINOIS 

Sixty-Eighth Session 
Illinois Youth Legislature 

 

Introduced by:  Referred to Committee:  Gray 2  

Senate Sponsor: Austin Verthein  

House Sponsor: Ryan Jakowitsch  

Co-Sponsors: Joey Leverich, Gannon Flynn  

Delegation:  Oswego 

 

A BILL 

For an Act Creating Chapter 415, Section 127, Article 1, of the Illinois Compiled Statutes, 
relating to Energy Regulations. 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE YMCA YOUTH LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ILLINOIS. 

Section I. The number of wind turbines currently existing on wind farms in the state of 1 
Illinois will be reduced by 50 percent. Wind farmers will be fairly compensated by the Illinois 2 
State government for the reductions made.  3 

Section II. To counter the reduction of energy output, the clean coal project of FutureGen in 4 
Illinois will be reinstated. 5 

Section III. Companies will have six months to comply with the reduction regulation. Any 6 
energy company in Illinois that refuses to reduce the number of wind turbines by 50% will 7 
be subject to a $20,000 fine per wind turbine over the allowable number. If companies 8 
continue to resist the law, there will be an additional 33 percent increase in the company’s 9 
property taxes on all lands and assets, each year they resist. The revenue of these taxes 10
and fines will be split in two: half will go to the Illinois state treasury and the other half to 11
help fund the FutureGen Project.  12

Section IV. This Bill will be enforced by the Illinois Department of Revenue. 13

Section V. This Bill shall go into effect on March 1, 2018 upon the signature of the Youth 14
Governor of the State of Illinois. 15
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STATE OF ILLINOIS 
Sixty-Eighth Session 

Illinois Youth Legislature 
 
Introduced by:  Referred to Committee: Gray 3  
 
Senate Sponsor: Priyansh Balekai 
 
House Sponsor: Ayan Gupta 
 
Co-Sponsors: Olunife Akinmolayan 
 
Delegation: Waubonsie Valley High School 
 
 

A BILL 
 

For an Act Chapter 38, Section 1005, of the Illinois Compiled Statutes , relating to Illinois 
Department of Corrections. 
 
BE IT ENACTED BY THE YMCA YOUTH LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ILLINOIS. 
 1 

Section I. This bill will eliminate the use of mandatory minimum sentencing concerning nonviolent 2 
felonies. 3 

Section II. This will allow judges and juries greater judicial discretion when sentencing the accused. 4 

Section III. This bill will be enforced by the Illinois Department of Corrections. This bill will not cost 5 
any additional funding as this will save the state money. 6 

Section IV. This Bill shall go into effect on January 1st  2018, upon the signature of the Youth 7 
Governor of the State of Illinois. 8 
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H-G-09 

LLOBBYIST POSITION PAPER 
 
Lobbyist Name: Adil Khadri  
Delegation: Waubonsie Valley  
Aligned with Preliminary Bill #: RI-90 

 
I encourage the YMCA Youth Legislature to pass a bill that abolishes mandatory minimum sentences 
in all Illinois courts for all nonviolent offenses. 

This is an integral preliminary step to reform our broken criminal justice system, especially in the 
state of Illinois, which faces extensive issues regarding crime. A similar initiative has been 
successfully pursued on the federal level through the passing of S. 2123, also known as the 
Sentencing Reform & Corrections Act. Although this act reduced the sentence of many nonviolent 
criminals, Illinois courts continue to strictly enforce minimum sentences for many offenses - violent 
or nonviolent. 

The Illinois State Commission on Criminal Justice and Sentencing Reform currently has a goal to 
reduce the prison population by 25% by 2020, but a solution is not currently evident in the Illinois 
House of Representatives. If no minimum sentence is enforced, more nonviolent offenses will be 
classified as a civil violation or misdemeanor that won’t require prison time. As a result, Illinois 
prison population would drastically decrease, meeting or exceeding the goal of the Illinois State 
Commission on Criminal Justice and Sentencing Reform. 

A major issue that the state of Illinois faces is the crime and poverty that is widespread in inner-
city communities, especially in areas of Chicago. This bill would greatly alleviate this issue. The 
enforcement against non-violent offenses, especially drug offenses, most significantly affects 
young people which contributes to the extensive issue of the school-to-prison pipeline. The U.S. 
Sentencing Commission, 2012 Sourcebook of Federal Sentencing Statistics states that 96.5% of all 
non-violent drug offenders are sentenced to prison and 90 percent of all federal offenders received 
a sentence of imprisonment; only 10 percent received probation or home confinement. This leads 
these young offenders to a life of poverty after prison which furthers the issues in our 

inner-cities. Sentencing young non-violent criminals to probation or community service can actually 
help them develop skills and improve personally, instead of facing the degradative effects of prison. 

The reduction of the prison population will not only alleviate moral criminal justice issues but can 
help balance the state’s budget as well. The state of Illinois is already $321,354,115,000 in debt 
and is therefore trying to cut their budget in as many ways as possible. The National Association of 
State Budget Officers reports that taxpayers spend over $50 billion annually for state prisons 
nationally. Cutting the budget allocated to corrections, which already accounts for 3% of the Illinois 
budget, would be simpler if the prison population is decreased through the abolishment of 
mandatory minimums. 

Summary: I fully support this bill which would abolish mandatory minimum sentences for all 
nonviolent offenses in all courts throughout the state of Illinois. 
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STATE OF ILLINOIS 
Sixty-Eighth Session 

Illinois Youth Legislature 
 
Introduced by:  Referred to Committee: GGray 3 

Senate Sponsor:     Abhiram Kakuturu 

House Sponsor: Saketh Prazad 

Co-Sponsors: Daniel Bien, Satvik Yagnamurthy 

Delegation: Adlai E. Stevenson High School 

 
A BILL 

 
For an Act amending Chapter 720, Section 5, Article 2 of the Illinois Compiled Statutes, relating to 
the mandatory minimum sentences of minor crimes. 
 
BE IT ENACTED BY THE YMCA YOUTH LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ILLINOIS. 
 1 
Section I. This bill eliminates any aforementioned mandatory minimum sentencing referenced in 2 
relation to nonviolent misdemeanors in Chapter 720. 3 

Section II. Judges will be given full discretion to sentence offenders to any length of time up to the 4 
maximum sentence established in Chapter 720. 5 

Section IV. Rulings passed by judges will be based on precedence established after the 6 
implementation of this bill. 7 

Section V. This bill shall apply to all levels of court in the State of Illinois. 8 

Section VI. If any local jurisdiction fails to comply with this bill, that jurisdiction will lose all state 9 
funding for their criminal justice system. 10

Section VIII. This bill will go into effect on January 1st, 2018 upon the signature of the Youth 11
Governor of the State of Illinois. 12
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STATE OF ILLINOIS 

Sixty-Eight Session 
Illinois Youth Legislature 

 

Introduced by:  Referred to Committee:  Gray 3  

Senate Sponsor: Mike Cisar  

House Sponsor: David Bein  

Co-Sponsors: Tom Janoski and Solomon Michalak  

Delegation:  Wheaton Warrenville South 

 

A BILL 

For an Act creating Chapter 35, Section 180, Article 1, of the Illinois Compiled Statutes, 
relating to a sales tax on service-based transactions. 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE YMCA YOUTH LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ILLINOIS. 

Section I. This act will create a sales tax to be placed on all service-providing transactions 1 
in the state of Illinois. 2 

Section II. The tax will be equal to 6.25% of the cost of the service, equal to that of sales 3 
tax. 4 

Section III. This tax will exclude all legal or medical services, or other services provided 5 
directly by the State of Illinois or any other form of government. 6 

Section IV. If any corporation refuses to transfer the sales tax funds to the State Treasurer 7 
they shall be deferred to the office of the Attorney General for prosecution. 8 

Section IV. This Bill shall go into effect on  June 1st ,  2017  upon the signature of the 9 
Youth Governor of the State of Illinois. 10
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H-G-11 

LLOBBYIST POSITION PAPER 
 

Lobbyist Name: Patrick Amen         

Delegation: Wheaton Warrenville South High School        

Aligned with Preliminary Bill #:        R1-104 

 

I encourage the YMCA Youth Legislature to pass a bill that mandates a 6.25 percent sales tax on 

bought private service-based transactions. 

Our state should be mandated to put a service tax on service-based transactions, in order to help 

the state government overcome its debt. Illinois is on pace to add 6.2 billion dollars to the debt by 

the end of 2016. Illinois’ sales tax rate is applied in large part to the sale of goods and not 

services. Illinois’ sales tax applies to few services. A service would be any one person doing work 

for another such as a hair salon, dry cleaner, and an autoshop. 

In fact, of the 45 states with a general sales tax, the average number of service industries taxed is 

51; Illinois is an outlier, taxing only five consumer service industries. That is why the state’s sales 

tax policy fails to work with the modern economy. Indeed, over 72 percent of the Illinois’ economy 

is derived from the sale of services, while just 17 percent stems from the sales of goods. 

This bill would transition the economy by shifting the tax rates from manufacturing to service. 

Illinois needs to implement a 6.25 percent sales tax because the Center for Tax and Budget 

Accountability estimates that $2.105 billion in additional revenue could be generated if Illinois’ 

sales tax base was expanded to include primarily consumer service industries. This tax will exclude 

all legal or medical services, or other services provided directly by the State of Illinois or any other 

sector of government. 

Summary:    I will support all legislation that provides an increase on service based taxes in the 

state of Illinois.  
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 H-G-11 

LLOBBYIST POSITION PAPER 

 

Lobbyist Name: Michael Romano         

Delegation: Wheaton Warrenville South        

Aligned with Preliminary Bill #:        RI - 104 

I encourage the YMCA Youth Legislature to pass a bill that imposes taxes on all service-based 

transactions. 

A service-based tax should be used in Illinois because of the large deficit the state of Illinois has. In 

fact Illinois ranks among the worst of all states with a debt of $127 billion. This deficit is only 

going to get bigger if our state does not change something. According to Joe Cahill from the 

Chicago Business website Illinois only taxes 17 services which ranks 47th lowest among all states. 

There is a huge amount of money available that would help fight the debt that Illinois has. Cahill 

also went on to say that nearly half of our state economy is exempt from taxes. Clearly, Illinois 

needs this money badly to help our economy and make living here more affordable. 

The 5.5% unemployment rate in our state is already too high. Rather than force Illinois to make 

drastic cuts to state programs to lower the deficit adding a tax on service-based transactions 

would allow Illinois to make a sizeable dent in the deficit.  A weak job market spells out only worse 

things for our state economy. In order to prevent this we need to add this tax. It would allow jobs 

to stay in Illinois, because other states have higher service taxes like Indiana and Michigan. It 

would also allow manufacturing jobs to stay in Illinois. We can stop raising the tax we charge for a 

half of the economy so that businesses can flourish again. 

Obviously we do not want to hurt any members of society with this tax. Therefore we do not 

include medical or legal services in this tax to protect those that need these services but do not 

have the economic power to get them. 

Another aspect to this tax is that while the state itself could make $2.1 billion a year according to 

Greg Hinz of the Chicago Business website, the local tax would get the city $526 million that some 

towns desperately need to fix infrastructure and other programs. 

Adding a tax service-based transactions would earn our struggling state more money in order to 

fight the monstrous deficit we have. It would help job growth and make our state more affordable 

for people. 

Summary:    I will support all legislation that promotes implementing a tax on service-based 

transactions.  
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RIII-31 H-G-12 

 
SSTATE OF ILLINOIS 

Sixty-Eighth Session 

Illinois Youth Legislature 
 

Introduced by:  Referred to Committee  Gray 3:  

 
Senate Sponsor: Kayleigh Williams 

House Sponsor: Shane Richardson-Veil 

Delegation: West Frankfort High School 

 
A BILL 

 

For an Act Creating Chapter Section 4, of the Illinois Compiled Statutes, relating to Food Stamps 
and Link card 

 

Section I. Any applicants, between the ages of 18-60 for food stamps or link card will be made to 1 
fulfill a work requirement. The work requirement consists of eighty hours of either volunteer or 2 
employment each month.  Every individual will be responsible for turning in a b4 slip into their local 3 
human services office at the end of each month. 4 

Section II. Any individual who cannot complete the work requirement on the basis of physical or 5 
mental health must have a doctor notify their local human service Office. 6 

Section III. Any single income household may request to opt out of the work Requirements. 7 

Section  V.  Upon the third month that any application does not fulfill the work requirement their 8 
benefits will be suspended. The applicant will then have to wait three consecutive months before 9 
reapplying.  If the applicant proceeds to get suspended a total of three times all benefits will be 10
permanently lost. 11

Section IV. This Bill shall go into effect on January 1, 2018 , upon the signature of the Youth 12
Governor of the State of Illinois. 13
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H-G-13 
 

LLOBBYIST POSITION PAPER 
 
Lobbyist Name: Shiven Gupta 

Delegation: Waubonsie Valley High School 

Aligned with Preliminary Bill #: RI - 93 
 

I strongly encourage the YMCA Youth Legislature to pass a bill that mandates stem cell therapy in 

Illinois. 

 
Stem cell therapy should be mandated because with the use of stem cells, many lives can be saved. 

All over the world, people suffer from cardiovascular disease, cancer, Parkinson’s, and many other 

diseases which are life threatening. Adult stem cells are in many organs, such as the heart, liver, 

and many other muscles. Furthermore, embryonic stem cells are derived from embryos, but not from 

fertilized eggs in a woman’s body. So when extracting embryonic stem cells, most are coming from 

aborted embryos, as abortion is legalized in the United States. 

Embryonic stem cells are more useful than adult stem cells as they are pluripotent and can become 

all types of cells in the body. With the use of stem cell therapy, these diseases can be treated and 

cured. 

 
Stem cell therapy can be used to cure many common and vital diseases. According to the Centers of 

Disease Control and Prevention, cardiovascular disease is the greatest cause of death in the United 

States, affecting 27.6 million adults and killing 610,000 each year. With the use of stem cell 

therapy, embryonic stem cells can transform into heart muscle cells, making it easier to treat many 

with cardiovascular disease. Stem cell therapy is crucial and a great way for treating those who 

suffer from heart disease. Cancer is a deathly disease as well, but can be treated with the use of 

stem cell therapy. It is known as a disease where cells divide at an uncontrollable rate, destroying 

body tissue. Many people are affected or know someone who has been affected by cancer. It is a 

verAccording to Thomara Latimer Cancer Foundation, cancer, being the second greatest cause of 

death in the United States, affects around 20.3 million adults and kills 592,000 as well. However, 

with the use of stem cell therapy and transplant, many of those deaths can be prevented and many 

can be cured as well. Especially for those diagnosed with leukemia or lymphoma, this treatment can 

help greatly. Stem cell therapy is vital for treating and potentially curing many kinds of cancer. 

 
Stem cell therapy in Illinois would help save the lives of those who suffer from very deathly 

diseases. By mandating the use of stem cell therapy in health centers and hospitals, the amount of 

deaths in the State of Illinois would reduce and many lives will be saved. 

 
 Summary: I will support all legislation that promotes the safety, treatment, and well being of the 

people of the United States. 
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STATE OF ILLINOIS 

Sixty-Eighth Session 
Illinois Youth Legislature 

 

Introduced by: RReferred to Committee:  Gray 4 

Senate Sponsor: Matthew Petrusha 

House Sponsor: Jay Doody 

Co-Sponsors: Justin Bolero & Jake Thielmann 

Delegation:  Stagg High School 

 

A BILL 

For an Act Amending Chapter 720 Section 56, of the Illinois , relating to Marijuana. 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE YMCA YOUTH LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ILLINOIS. 

Section I. In the State of Illinois, the possession of marijuana under the amount of an ounce 1 
will now be categorized as a misdemeanor. 2 

Section II. Any persons possessing less than 10 grams of marijuana will be subjected to a 3 
$25 fine or confiscation. 4 

Section III. Anyone who would be subjected to a misdemeanor due to marijuana cannot be 5 
sentenced to jail time. 6 

Section IV. This Bill shall go into effect on April 20th, 2017 upon the signature of the 7 
Youth Governor of the State of Illinois. 8 
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RI-75 H-G-15 

  

STATE OF ILLINOIS 

Sixty-Eighth Session 
Illinois Youth Legislature 

 

Introduced by:  Referred to Committee:  Gray 4   

Senate Sponsor: Ezekiel Thornsberry  

House Sponsor: Colin Brogan  

Co-Sponsors: Bailey Maratea, Andrew Bafundo  

Delegation:  Oswego 

 

A BILL 

For an Act amending Chapter 430 Section 68 Article 1, of the Illinois Compiled Statutes, 1 
relating to Firearms Regulations. 2 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE YMCA YOUTH LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ILLINOIS. 3 

Section I. The Illinois Firearm Owner Identification law will be replaced with a five-level gun 4 
ownership permit system. These levels need to be obtained sequentially.  5 

Section II. Firearm Ownership Permit Levels will be as follows: 6 

a.)The first permit level allows a citizen 18 or older to obtain non-semi-automatic 7 
shotguns and non-semi-automatic rifles 30 caliber or smaller, costs $50 and you 8 
must be 5 years free of any violent federal crime.  9 

b.)The second permit would allow the purchase of handguns that are chambered 45 10
calibers and under, costs $100 and requires 10 years free of violent federal crime. 11

c.)The third permit allows the purchase of any semi-automatic shotgun, and semi-12
automatic rifles chambered in 30-06 or lower, cost $150 and must be 15 years free 13
of violent federal crime. This permit also requires an educational program, provided 14
by Illinois National Guard, costing $100. 15

d.)The fourth permit allows the purchase of fully automatic rifles, 30-06 and 16
smaller, fully automatic shotguns, and handguns above 45 caliber, costs $200 and 17
must be 20 years free of violent federal crime, must only be stored and carried in a 18
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suburb or rural area. This permit also requires an educational program, provided by 19
Illinois National Guard, costing $200. 20

e.)The fifth permit allows the purchase of any firearm within in the Geneva code, or 21
police regulations, costs $500, and must have no violent federal crime. Firearms 22
must only be stored or carried in rural areas. This permit also requires an 23
educational program, provided by Illinois National Guard, costing $300. 24

Section III. The cost of the program will be the sole responsibility of the gun owner. 25

Section IV. If caught with a firearm the owner does not have the license to, A fine will be 26
given, equaling the cost of the permit the firearm is under, with the exception of permit 5 27
which will be a fine of $5000. Jail time will be enforced, equaling the years the citizen would 28
have to be free of a violent federal crime for that specific permit, with the exception of the 29
fifth permit which has a prison sentence up to 35 years. Between each permit level there 30
will be a four month waiting period until a citizen can apply for the next permit. To obtain 31
any of the permits the citizen can’t have visited a mental health institution within the past 32
five years and must not have prescribed medication for violent mental symptoms or 33
illnesses 34

Section V. This Bill shall go into effect on December 31, 2018 upon the signature of the 35
Youth Governor of the State of Illinois. 36
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H-G-15  
LOBBYIST POSITION PAPER 

 
Lobbyist Name: James Monroe        

Delegation: Oswego      

Aligned with Preliminary Bill #:        RI-75 

Gun control is known to be what’s arguably one of the most divisive and controversial political topics 

out there.  With the recent political climate in America very polarized by this year’s election, there is no 

better time for a measure that if enacted can finally have both sides of the political spectrum 

compromise. 

This bill in particular that we are proposing hopes to remedy the issue by pleasing both pro and anti-gun 

control activists: those for gun control will be satisfied by a gun ownership permit system that can’t just 

allow anyone to own high-powered automatic or semi-automatic rifles - at least not with additional 

steps or while also those against it can still be content by the fact that by going through each tier they 

will have access to a wide range of firearms, limited in the end only within what is considered acceptable 

in the Geneva Code. 

Of course its extremely difficult to entirely gratify both camps.  Gun control supporters might want to go 

further and remove automatic and perhaps even semi automatic rifles altogether, while those who 

support the 2nd Amendment and own such guns may still feel that their rights are being infringed upon.  

I wish then, to point out to gun control activists the example of the failure of the 18th Amendment and 

its prohibition on alcohol - as a warning for what happens when government forces its will on people’s 

living.  One cannot expect the people, too, to overthrow a tyrannical government being armed just with 

feeble handguns.  Nor has gun control been always effective at lowering violent crime rates: Chicago’s 

attempts to combat its poor reputation of its street violence by passing a law in which the sale of guns 

is forbidden within the city limits ended up doing nothing to lower it and in 2013 was named by the FBI 

the murder capital of the nation.  At the same time, gun owners need not to fear.  As already mentioned 

earlier, by going through all the tiers they can own as something as high-grade as fully-automatic rifles 

and shotguns. 

Regardless, steps must be taken to calm down the tense political atmosphere. It’s time for Republicans 

from the southern and Democrats from the northern counties to reach compromise. 

Summary: I will support all legislation related to gun rights. 
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STATE OF ILLINOIS 

Sixty-Eighth Session 
Illinois Youth Legislature 

 

Introduced by:  Referred to Committee:  Gray 4  

Senate Sponsor: Jared Walsh  

House Sponsor: Matthew Strong  

Co-Sponsors: Michael Moscardini  

Delegation:  Wheaton Warrenville South High School 

 

A BILL 

For an Act revising Chapter 430 section 65, of the Illinois Compiled Statutes, relating to 
Firearm Owner Identification Card Act. 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE YMCA YOUTH LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ILLINOIS. 

Section I. When a private seller sells a firearm to a private buyer, the seller must receive 1 
proof that the buyer has a Firearm Owners Identification Card. When a private seller sells a 2 
firearm to a private buyer, the seller must have proof of purchase, and provide the buyer 3 
with proof of purchase. 4 

Section II. When a private seller sells a firearm to a private buyer online, these regulations 5 
still do apply, and it is the responsibility of the seller to ensure the buyer has a FOID. 6 

Section III. Enforcement of this law will be provided by the state police department. If the 7 
police department has suspicion that an illegal sale took place, they will obtain a warrant 8 
for the proof of purchase provided. Failure to procure proof of purchase is a misdemeanor, 9 
and will result in up to a year in prison or a $2,000 fine. If the buyer did not have a FOID 10
card when the proof of purchase states the sale took place, the crime is a first degree 11
felony, and both parties are subject to up to three years in prison or a $10,000 fine.  12

Section IV. Funding for this law will come from fines collected from enforcement if needed 13
by the police department. If not needed, then the funds will go towards wherever the State 14
of Illinois sees fit.  15

Section V. This Bill shall go into effect on January 1st, 2018 upon the signature of the 16
Youth Governor of the State of Illinois. 17
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H-G-16 

LLOBBYIST POSITION PAPER 
 
Lobbyist Name: Ellis Laveen        

Delegation: Wheaton Warrenville South High School        

Aligned with Preliminary Bill #:        RI-107 

 

I encourage the YMCA Youth Legislature to pass a bill that mandates presentation of Firearm 

Owners Identification Card and required proof of purchase when a firearm purchase is made.  

Firearms are purchased all the time, whether it be through gun shows, auctions, or online auctions.  

Many of these guns are bought without the buyer providing proof of their FOID card and without 

the buyer giving them proper proof of purchase.  These forms of purchase are all illegal, the sellers 

should be able to regulate the sales of a weapon to make sure the sale complies with all the current 

laws. Every seventy-five minutes Chicago police seize an illegal firearm. Sellers have to be shown 

proof of a FOID card and if the buyer is approved the seller can provide proof of purchase for both 

themselves and the buyer, ensuring the transaction is completely legal.  

With the passing of this bill buyers will have to know all the laws regarding the purchasing of a 

firearm and proper use.  Buyers have to properly apply and be approved to obtain their FOID card(IL 

Concealed Carry License).  Then when they want to purchase a gun whether it be online or in person 

they should present their FOID card to the seller.  Online transactions can be approved by 

authorizing the FOID card by its unique number and inquiry to the illinois state police department 

by the private seller.  Sales that take place in person would be verified by the seller inquiring to the 

illinois state police department to make sure the FOID card is valid(FOID (Firearms)). This law is 

necessary, one example is 3,550 shootings in 2016 and to go along with the shootings 8,300 guns 

have been confiscated by police. By making sure FOID cards are valid people who are unapproved 

will not be able to purchase a firearm in the state of illinois, which would in turn, lower amount of 

gun violence that occurs. 

Presentation and authorization of a FOID card along with proof of purchase will ensure that all 

guns are purchased legally.  Mandating these regulations would mean that the only people who can 

own firearms, are the ones who have been approved by state police.   

Summary:    I will support legislation that promotes presentation of a FOID card and proof of 

purchase for any firearm. 
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STATE OF ILLINOIS 

Sixty-Eighth Session 
Illinois Youth Legislature 

 

Introduced by: RReferred to Committee:  Gray 5 

Senate Sponsor: Caitlin Rich 

House Sponsor: MacKenzie Trent 

Co-Sponsors: Brittany Ball 

Delegation: West Frankfort 

A BILL 

For an Act Amending Article IV, Section 9, of the Illinois Constitution, relating to governor veto. 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE YMCA YOUTH LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ILLINOIS. 

Section I. The governor will no longer have 60 days to sign or veto legislation. The time will be 1 
reduced. 2 

Section II. When in session the governor will have only 15 days to sign or veto legislation. When 3 
out of session the governor will have 30 days to sign or veto legislation. 4 

Section III. If the legislation has not been signed by 15th or the 30th day, the legislation will 5 
become a law without his/her signature. 6 

Section IV. This Bill shall go into effect on, Jan. 1 , 2018 upon the signature of the Youth Governor 7 
of the State of Illinois. 8 
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STATE OF ILLINOIS 
Sixty-Eighth Session 

Illinois Youth Legislature 
 
Introduced by:  Referred to Committee:  Gray 5  
 
Senate Sponsor: Ruhee Singh 
 
House Sponsor: Nicole Jeon 
 
Co-Sponsors: Khalil Khan, Lara Iriarte 
 
Delegation: Adlai E. Stevenson High School 
 

A BILL 
 
For an Act creating Chapter 110, Section 17, of the Illinois Compiled Statutes, relating to the 
implementation of stress-relieving dogs in all public universities by local animal shelters. 
 
BE IT ENACTED BY THE YMCA YOUTH LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ILLINOIS. 
 1 
Section I. This bill will establish the implementation of stress-relieving dogs in all public university 2 
three times in a school year. This will allow students an opportunity to de-stress from rigorous 3 
academics and more. The state will designate these three days every year.  Public Universities 4 
must designate a space for these days of at least 6600 square footage, such as a gymnasium or a 5 
fenced-field. 6 

Section II. One dog per 50 undergraduate students will determine the number of dogs that come 7 
during one of these days.  Local animal shelters are responsible for  providing  the  dogs.  At least 8 
two animal shelters will be assigned to each public university. 9 

Section III. Dogs must be at least one year old and must be deemed healthy and socially-capable by 10
the dog distributors in order to ensure a safe experience for both the students and the dogs during 11
stress-relief sessions. 12

Section IV. All students over the age of 18 will be required to sign a waiver for safety reasons, such 13
as allergies. The waivers will stipulate that the students waive their right to hold the school, the 14
states, or any partnering organization responsible for potential injuries sustained by the students. 15

Section V. Any needed funding (transportation, space, etc.) will come from 1% of excise taxes 16
on alcohol and tobacco. Volunteers of the local animal shelters will be supervisors over the 17
dogs. 18

Section VI. This Bill shall go into effect on May 5th, 2018 upon the signature of the Youth 19
Governor of the State of Illinois. 20
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LLOBBYIST POSITION PAPER 
 
Lobbyist Name: Megan Bi 

Delegation: Adlai E. Stevenson High School 

Aligned with Preliminary Bill #: RI-84 

 

I encourage the YMCA Youth Legislature to pass a bill to boost the mental health of post-

secondary students. 

 
Our public universities should provide methods for college students to destress, because students 

need a beneficial break from the relentless pressures from academics. One of the most beneficial 

ways of relieving stress of students is introducing stress relieving dogs into our universities. As 

stated by psychologist These dogs could provide emotional support on the three designated days 

to reduce the stress and increase the academic ability of students. 

 
Moreover, the increased mental health of these students will provide the universities with a better 

retention rates. The American Psychological Association states, “investing in mental health services 

for college students can help keep them from dropping out. That's good news for schools since they 

want to retain tuition revenue, but more important, it helps secure significantly higher lifetime 

earnings for the students...” With these therapy dogs distressing our students, our universities will 

be to retain students at a higher rate and their and form a better future for these students. Shelter 

dogs also benefit from this bill. Because these dogs will get more social exposure and training, they 

will become better candidates for adoption. Thus, as more and more dogs are are trained to 

become therapy animals more are selected for adoption and less dogs will be in animal shelters. 

Therapy Dogs in Universities will improve the mental health of our students. By mandating therapy 

dogs in university, the state of Illinois will improving the health of our university students and 

shelter systems. 

 
Summary:  I will support a bill that promotes the wellbeing of the our university students. 
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STATE OF ILLINOIS 

Sixty-Eighth Session 
Illinois Youth Legislature 

 

Introduced by:  Referred to Committee: Gray 5  

Senate Sponsor:  Brandon Rutherford  

House Sponsor:  Sydney Morgan     

Co-Sponsors:  Lauryn Willis  

Delegation:       Mount Vernon 

 

A BILL 

For an Act Creating Article 36 Chapter 35 Section 1, of the Illinois Compiled     Statutes, relating to 
property tax incentives for energy efficient homes. 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE YMCA YOUTH LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ILLINOIS.

Section I. Any home that makes their home more energy efficient will receive property tax 1 
incentives. Homes will be inspected by a certified home inspector of Resnet Corporation. A home 2 
will be inspected on energy efficiency at the request of the home owner. 3 

Section II. Homes will be given a HERS(Home Energy Rating Index) on a scale of 0-160. The lower 4 
the score, the more energy efficient the home is. 5 

Section III. For every 20 points lowered from the score of 140 on the home, 5% will be reduced 6 
from the homeowners property taxes. 7 

Section IV. This Bill shall go into effect on January 1, 2018 upon the signature of the Youth 8 
Governor of the State of Illinois. 9 
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LLOBBYIST POSITION PAPER 

 

Lobbyist Name:  Brooklynn Kelley        

Delegation:  Mt. Vernon Township High School   

Aligned with Preliminary Bill #:       RIII-18 

 

I encourage the YMCA Youth Legislature to pass a bill that lowers property tax as an incentive for 

people who make their homes more energy efficient. 

Homeowners should have lower property tax incentives for people who make their homes more energy 

efficient, because it is proven that homeowners who make their homes more energy efficient have less 

air leaks, house fires, and other accidents. These people who make their homes more energy efficient 

have a safer household that is less likely to succumb to accidents than that of a homeowner who does 

not make their home more energy efficient. I support this bill because not it is not mandatory to 

participate. The homeowner may request inspection of the home. If the homeowners prove that their 

home is more energy efficient, they should be eligible for a lower property tax payment. 

Homes are going to be given a HERS (Home Energy Rating Index) on a scale of 0-160. The rules of the 

scale are that the lower the rating score is, the more energy efficient the home is. This drop results in a 

lower property tax payment. For every 20 points lowered on the Home Energy Rating Index for a home, 

5% is then lowered on the homeowners property taxes.  

Having the property tax lowered for people who deserve it in the state of Illinois would reduce 

unnecessary tax payments and promote safe living. By lowering property taxes in homes that are 

deemed significantly more energy efficient than others, the State of Illinois would be putting many 

citizens and the economy at rest.  

Summary:    I will support all legislation that promotes tax incentives for homeowners that make their 

homes more energy efficient.  
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Lobbyist Name:  Kaijah M. Weller  

Delegation:  Mt. Vernon 

Aligned with Preliminary Bill #:  RIII-18 

I encourage the YMCA Youth Legislature to pass a bill that edicts property tax incentives for 

energy efficient homes. 

 
Homeowners in the state of Illinois should think about the amount energy usage in their homes, and 

consider making their homes more energy efficient, because homes are a greater source of 

pollution, even more than personal vehicles. The reason for this is that much of the energy we 
create to power our homes comes from the burning fossil fuels, the emissions of which are 

contributing such environmental concerns as smog, acid rain, and climate change.  

 
All homeowners should be more energy efficient not only for the economy, but also because they 

will receive property tax incentives. The home will be inspected by a certified home inspector of 

Resnet Corporation, they will be given a HERS on a scale from 0-160, the lower the score, the more 
energy efficient the home is.  For the homeowners whose houses aren't already energy efficient 

should also think about savings when considering making their homes more energy efficient. 

Certified Energy Efficient homes typically save $300 to $500 per year on heating, cooling, and hot 
water bills. The savings have proven to be between 20%-30% per year on energy bills.  

 
Homes that are energy efficient will help protect our environment, and will generate less pollution 

to power them. By ruling more energy efficient homes in our economy, the state of Illinois would 

not only help decrease the amount of pollution being generated but also homeowners would benefit 
by receiving property tax incentives. 

 

I will support all legislation that relates to receiving property tax incentives for energy efficient 
homes.
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Illinois Youth Legislature 

 

Introduced by:  Referred to Committee: Gray 6  

 

Senate Sponsor:  Jeremy Cheng 

House Sponsor:   Darius Grassi 

Co-Sponsors:   Benjamin Yoon 

Delegation:  Waubonsie Valley High School        

 

A BILL 
 

For an Act 625 amending Chapter 95 Sections 3-415, of the Illinois Compiled Statutes, relating to 
Application for and Renewal of Registration. 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE YMCA YOUTH LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ILLINOIS. 
 

Section I. This bill shall make mandatory an annual check-up, for senior drivers between the ages of 1 
65-80 to ensure the safety of those driving around them. After the age of 80, a regular driving 2 
test will be required along with the biannual checkups. 3 

Section II. The check-up will include a mandatory vision test and a reaction time test. If state 4 
standards are not met during the mandatory vision test (standard is 20/40), or the examiner 5 
notices any other possible inhibitions, then the driver will be required to take a full driving test.   6 

Section III. In addition to their annual checkups, every senior driver after turning age 65 will be 7 
required to renew their driver license in person after the checkup. 8 

Section IV. The standards for the driving test are meant to test the usual ability of a driver. This 9 
entails that the driver can operate a motor vehicle safely, has retained and understands traffic laws  10 
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and can apply them in practice, can compensate for any physical condition that may impair one’s 11 
ability to drive safely, and has formed or retained proper habits of safe driving. 12 

Section V. Throughout the driving test, the examiner will make note of any driving impairments, 13 
possible gaps in knowledge, or other symptoms preventing one from practicing safe driving. These 14 
issues will then be discussed with the driver after the test. They will not disqualify the driver from 15 
obtaining a license, but training classes will be recommended to the driver as seen fit. In this case, 16 
the driver will be handed, emailed, or shown a list of Mature Driver Improvement Programs. 17 

Section VI. If the senior driver takes a vision test in his/her regular medical checkup in the doctor's 18 
office, then he/she will be able to use those results at the DMV in place of the mandatory vision 19 
test, thereby allowing the driver to opt out of the vision test. 20 

Section VII. Failure to attend the annual checkups after the age of 65 will result in an expired 21 
license. 22 

Section VIII. Each time a driver above the age of 65 attends the annual checkup, they will be 23 
required to pay a $15 admission fee. 24 

Section IX. This Bill shall go into effect on January 1st, 2018 upon the signature of the Youth 25 
Governor of the State of Illinois. 26 
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SSTATE OF ILLINOIS 

Sixty-Eighth Session 

Illinois Youth Legislature 
 

Introduced by:  Referred to Committee: Gray 6  

 
Senate Sponsor: Michael Domasik 

 

House Sponsor:  Kelly Roach 
 

Cosponsors:  Karolina Masaityte, Rachel Rorison 

 
Delegation:   Amos Alonzo Stagg High School 

 

A BILL 
For an Act Amending Chapter 105, Section 5, of the IIllinois Compiled Statutes, relating to 

Illinois student requirement to graduate from high school.  

 
BE IT ENACTED BY THE YMCA YOUTH LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ILLINOIS 

Section I.  Students are required to receive a high school diploma or a suitable equivalent. 1 

Section II. Students are allowed to drop out of high school before receiving a diploma only in the 2 
case that they elect to take the GED and successfully pass. 3 

Section III. This bill will be enacted so that the youth of Illinois will have at least a high school 4 
education or a suitable equivalent for their future careers.  5 

Section IV. Students 18 years of age are not exempt from this law. 6 

Section V. Students with severe or terminal illnesses and students with mental disabilities can elect 7 
to be exempt from this law. 8 

Section VI. This bill pertains to all students whether enrolled in private, public institutions, or 9 
home-schooling options. 10

Section VII.  This bill affects high school students of class 2021 and on. 11

Section VIII. The current plan of enforcement for students to attend high school until the age of 12
eighteen will be altered to enforce that students must obtain a high school diploma or equivalent 13
substitute. 14

Section VIII.  This Bill shall go into effect on July 1, 2017 upon the signature of the Youth Governor 15
of the State of Illinois.  16
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STATE OF ILLINOIS 

Sixty-Eighth Session 
Illinois Youth Legislature 

 

Introduced by:  Referred to Committee:  Gray 6  

Senate Sponsor: Ciara McNaughton  

House Sponsor: Jack Stevens  

Co-Sponsors: Gavin Lee  

Delegation:  William Howard Taft High School 

 

A BILL 

For an Act creating Chapter 105, Section 245, of the Illinois Compiled Statutes, relating to 
education finances and reform. 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE YMCA YOUTH LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ILLINOIS. 

Section I. The Twenty for Twenty Act will call for an equal amount of state education funds 1 
to be allocated to Chicago Public Schools. This bill would ensure that the twenty percent of 2 
students in Chicago Public Schools would receive twenty percent of state education funding. 3 
This bill will have minimal impact on the budgets of schools in suburban and rural areas. 4 

Section II. This act will relocate an additional $490 Million of the $9.8 billion from the 5 
Illinois Board of Education budget towards the Chicago Public Schools budget.  6 

Section III. Qualifying schools include all schools under the Chicago Public School system 7 
including: career academies, charter schools, contract schools, magnet schools, military 8 
academies, selective enrollment schools, elementary schools, special education schools, 9 
neighborhood schools, and diverse learner schools. 10

Section IV. This Bill shall go into effect on July 1st, 2017 upon the signature of the Youth 11
Governor of the State of Illinois. 12

Gray - 49



RI-95 H-G-25 

SSTATE OF ILLINOIS 
Sixty-Eighth Session 

Illinois Youth Legislature 

Introduced by:  Referred to Committee: Gray 7  

Senate Sponsor:  Ray Brozak  

House Sponsor:  Ashlynne Thennarasu  

Co-Sponsors:  Rohan Gupta  

Delegation:   Waubonsie Valley High School  

A BILL 

For an Act amending chapter 720 section 5 article 12, of the Illinois Compiled Statues, relating to 
Criminal Offenses.  

BE IT ENACTED BY THE YMCA YOUTH LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ILLINOIS  

Section I. The Act of domestic battery will be categorized as a Class 2 Felony.  1 

Section II. “Abuse”, per the Domestic Violence Act of 1986, means physical abuse, harassment, 2 
intimidation of a dependent, interference with personal liberty or willful deprivation.  3 

Section III. Abuse does not include reasonable discipline of a minor child by a parent or legal 4 
guardian.  5 

Section IV. All those tried as adults accused of domestic violence will be charged with a Class 2 6 
felony instead of a Class 4 felony.  7 

Section V. If an officer from the Illinois Police Department has probable cause, they may arrest a 8 
suspect even if the crime was not committed in the presence of the officer, including but not limited 9 
to violation of an order of protection, under Section 12-3.4 or 12-30 of the Criminal Code of 1961 10 
or the Criminal Code of 2012.  11 

Section VI. The Criminal Justice Information Authority will enforce this bill.  12 

Section VII. This Bill shall go into effect on May, 2017 upon the signature of the Youth Governor of 13 
the State of Illinois.  14 

Gray - 50



RII-34 H-G-26 

  

STATE OF ILLINOIS 
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Introduced by:  Referred to Committee:  Gray 7  

Senate Sponsor: Tatiana Zumba  

House Sponsor: Heba Suifan   

Co-Sponsors:        

Delegation:  William H. Taft  

 

A BILL 

For an Act creating Article 105, Regulating Class sizes, of the Illinois Compiled Statutes, 
relating to Public Acts. 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE YMCA YOUTH LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ILLINOIS. 
Section I. Illinois should have fixed classroom sizes according to their grade level. 1 

Section II. It is evident according to the Sales Tax policies of Illinois that the government 2 
charges a 6.25% on sales purchases. Moreover, according to the Governing the States and 3 
Localities, it reports that $4.9 billion is produced from sales tax. However, by increasing the 4 
sales tax to only 6.30%, this would generate an increase of $3.1 million, which will 5 
contribute to moving forward with the plans.  6 

Section III. The money produced from the increased sales tax will be used as a means to 7 
build mobiles in parking lots and in large perimeter schools, and new buildings. It will also 8 
go towards hiring new teachers to aid with restricting class sizes.  9 

Section IV. The classroom sizes would be fixed according to the grade and will consist of 10
the following. Kindergarten through fifth classes will not exceed 18 students, sixth through 11
eighth will not exceed 23 students, and nine through twelfth will not exceed 28 students.  12

Section V. Unless the classroom advisor, teacher, can justify that in order for the class to 13
function they need to exceed the amount of students, it needs to be justified, not only 14
factual based but the classroom size itself should be able to stay under human capacity. If 15
they fail to do so, they shall not surpass the maximum amount of students. 16
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Section VI. This bill does not affect any national wide class courses with different 17
curriculums such as those of AP and IB classes. This is a state bill thus this will not affect 18
any national or international class course.  19

Section VII. Two warnings will be given to schools who fail to abide by the given maximum 20
number of students in a classroom. When they fail to take the warning into consideration 21
and work to follow this maximum number of students they will be fined.  22

Section VIII. If in any case, schools fail to abide by the said law, there will be a punishment. 23
This will consist of a fine of $10 dollars per student that exceeds the limited amount of 24
students in a classroom they schools fails to take action when the warning have been 25
instigated. These fines will be taken out of the private money of the schools, taken from 26
school-sponsored events as homecoming, prom, games, etc.   27

Section IX. To ensure that the schools abide by the said law, the schools will be required to 28
submit an electronic roster of all the students and the classes to the Board of Education 29
quarterly, and if the Board finds anything to be suspicious or outstanding information they 30
will furtherly investigate the case by sending an official.  31

Section X. This Bill shall go into effect on August 3 2017, upon the signature of the Youth 32
Governor of the State of Illinois.  33
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LLOBBYIST POSITION PAPER 
 
 
Lobbyist Name: Lilliana Castillo        

Delegation: Taft High School       

Aligned with Preliminary Bill #: RII-34       

I encourage the YMCA youth legislature to pass a bill that allows teachers to have a fixed amount 

of students depending on their grade level.  

 Our schools should have a fixed amount of students in a class that is a smaller number than it is 

presently because it will not only provide students with more one-on-one interactions with the 

teachers, but will also help teachers to tailor their instruction so that it fits the educational needs 

of individual students in the class. Pre-k to fifth grade would have no more than 18 students, sixth 

to seventh grade would have a max of 23 students, and high school grades would have a maximum 

of 28 students.  

The benefits of smaller class sizes can be seen in studies done by the Institute of Education 

Sciences in Tennessee, Wisconsin, and other states, as the reduction of class sizes was shown to 

have a correlation with higher test scores, better grades, and improved attendance. Smaller class 

sizes has also been shown to have an effect on student health as the spread of diseases would be 

less likely with a smaller population of students. Smaller class sizes could also potentially affect the 

quality of a teacher's teaching.  In a 2008 survey, 76% of first year teachers said that reducing 

class size would be "a very effective" way of improving teacher quality (Classsizematters.com).  

Reduced and fixed class sizes would positively affect the student's education by providing 

individual care, while also improving the teaching quality and health environment in the classroom.  

Summary: We will support all legislation which provided the teachers with these set number of 

students, in which will be to the benefit of both the educator as well as the student.  
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Introduced by:  Referred to Committee:  Gray 7  

Senate Sponsor: Fisher Overstreet   

House Sponsor: Lauren Heinzman  

Co-Sponsors: Quinton Kujawa and Walker Brockhouse  

Delegation:  Mt. Vernon Township High School 

 

A BILL 

For an Act Chapter 105, section 5/27-28, of the Illinois Compiled Statutes, relating to required 
high school courses. 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE YMCA YOUTH LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ILLINOIS. 

Section I. For the purpose of this bill, high schools in Illinois mandate all students to take an SAT 1 
Prep Course at the beginning of the student’s junior year. 2 

Section II. The course will take place for one semester accounting for half a credit towards the 3 
student’s overall graduation requirement. 4 

Section III. A school board is authorized to excuse students whose physical or emotional condition, 5 
as determined by a person licensed under the Medical Practice Act of 1987, prevents their 6 
participation in the courses provided for normal children.   7 

Section IV.  All sections covered in the SAT will be individually studied per midterm.   8 

Section V.  For each section of the SAT a pre-test and post-test will be given to evaluate the 9 
student’s progress.  These tests will be given at the beginning and end of each midterm. 10

Section VI. This Bill shall go into effect on January 1st, 2018 upon the signature of the Youth 11
Governor of the State of Illinois. 12
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LLOBBYIST POSITION PAPER 

Lobbyist Name: Alyssa Walker 

Delegation: Mt. Vernon Township High School 

Aligned with Preliminary Bill #: RIII-15 

I encourage YMCA Youth Legislature to pass a bill that pertains to requiring Pre SAT classes in high 

school.  

 
This bill would require all high schools in Illinois to mandate that students take a Pre SAT class to 

be taken in their junior year for two semesters. Schools in Illinois should require these classes 

because they would help everyone who participates to get better overall scores on the SAT. 
Students would be forced to take the Pre SAT courses seriously, but would come out with better 

scores and therefore have better chances on the SAT. 

 
High scores on one’s Pre SAT test can lead to National Merit Scholarships, which is a competition 

with a monetary award, and it helps to secure extra scholarships. Doing well and familiarizing 

oneself with how the Pre SAT works may help you gain a better score on the SAT. During the Pre 
SAT your ability rather than knowledge will be tested. 

 

 
Summary: I will support all legislation that requires students to take Pre SAT classes their junior 

year.  
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LLOBBYIST POSITION PAPER 
 
 
Lobbyist Name: Jason Barciszewski        

Delegation: Mt.Vernon Township High school       

Aligned with Preliminary Bill #: Rlll-15  

 

I encourage the YMCA Youth Legislature to pass a bill that mandates schools to prepare their 

students for SAT courses.  

A student’s Grade Point Average and ACT/SAT scores is mostly what colleges look at  when 

accepting students into their school. The student’s test scores will follow them the rest of their life, 

so as a school’s responsibility, they should be required to prepare students for the SAT tests. The 

average costs of an ACT/SAT online prep classes is $320.50. Some students may have a difficult 

time paying for these classes outside of school. A main responsibility of the school is to prepare 

their students for life and college. With this test score being so crucial on a student’s resume, 

schools should be required to prepare children for these courses. One of the reasons why SAT was 

invented to see a student’s overall intelligence growth. Having a pre-SAT course for one semester 

would teach students how to get comfortable with technology, know how to strategize, and they 

would take CERCA for that time period. CERCA( Claim Evidence Reasoning Collaboration Audience) is 

a course that teaches students   CERCA would teach students how to come up with a claim, 

evidence, and how to back up their arguments for writing essays. This would prepare them for their 

journeys ahead. 

 

Summary: I will support all legislation that promotes schools to require preparation courses for SAT 

testing.  
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Illinois Youth Legislature 
 
Introduced by:  Referred to Committee: Gray 7  
 
 
Senate Sponsor: Girard Sweeney  

House Sponsor: Aditya Desai  

Co-Sponsors: Nikhil Sridhar 

Delegation: Waubonsie Valley 
 

A BILL 
 
 
For an Act amending Chapter 10, Article 5, Section 8 of the Illinois Compiled Statutes, relating to 
the way that eligible citizens of Illinois become registered to vote in local, state, and federal 
elections. 
 
BE IT ENACTED BY THE YMCA YOUTH LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ILLINOIS. 
 

1 Section I. This piece of legislation establishes automatic registration for qualified residents 
in Illinois. It replaces the current method of voter registration which is subject to the pitfalls 
of bureaucracy and leaves many potential voters disenfranchised. 

2 Section II. Any documented citizen in Illinois will automatically become eligible upon turning 18 
years of age. 

3 Section III. In accordance with the “Suffrage at 17” act, citizens that will be of age before a general 
election, but only after the preceding primary election, will still be able to cast their vote in the 
primary. 

4 Section IV. Upon eligibility, all documented citizens will have their names stored in the Eligible 
Voters Database.  Polling locations will receive a list of all eligible voters assigned to said location. 

5 Section V. Deceased peoples will be taken off of the Eligible Voters Database in a timely manner. 

6 Section VI. This transition, the subsequent oversight, and any unanticipated funding issues will be 
monitored by the Illinois State Board of Elections.  The expected costs are marginal and will be 
covered by the Board of Elections’ current budget. 

7 Section VII. This Bill shall go into effect on January 1st, 2018 upon the signature of the Youth 
Governor of the State of Illinois. 
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Introduced by:  Referred to Committee:  Gray 1  

Senate Sponsor: Courtney Stewart  

House Sponsor: Kaylin Meister  

Co-Sponsors: Sophie Schwink, Haley Miller  

Delegation:  Heritage 

 

A BILL 

For an Act 35 ILCS 5/, 35 ILCS 10/, of the Illinois Compiled Statutes, relating to an Illinois 
income tax credit for college tuition paid to Illinois college and universities. 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE YMCA YOUTH LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ILLINOIS. 

Section I. The State of Illinois shall create a tuition tax credit for individual Illinois tax 1 
payers based on college tuition and fee payments made to Illinois colleges and universities.   2 
This credit shall start after the first $500.00 paid in tuition and fees.   The credit shall 3 
amount to 25% of qualifying tuition and fees up to a maximum credit of $1000. per 4 
student.  5 

Section II.  This tax credit shall be paid for, in part, by ending the “single sales factor” when 6 
determining corporate taxes and re-instating the 3-part approach used until the mid-7 
1990s of percent of total sales that are in-state, percent of property located within Illinois, 8 
and the percent of payroll going to in-state employees.  9 

Section III.  This tax credit shall be paid for, in part, by changing Illinois’ use of adjusted 10
gross income as the starting point to calculate a tax payer’s tax liability in Illinois to total 11
income as determined on the federal tax return for both individuals and businesses.  12

Section IV.  This tax credit shall be paid for, in part, by reducing the “Vendor Discount” in 13
the Illinois tax code from 1.75 percent to .5 percent. The “Vendor Discount” is the portion 14
of the sales tax collected by a vendor that the business is allowed to keep to compensate 15
for the time and other costs involved in collecting the taxes, keeping records and sending 16
sales taxes to the state.  .5 percent is in line with many of the states that have a vendor 17
discount and it would generate more than $100 million annually in revenue for Illinois.  18
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Computer technology has significantly reduced the cost to retailers of collecting sales 19
taxes. 20

Section V.  This tax credit shall be paid for, in part, by forbidding the practice of creating 21
special TIF districts to retain or attract profitable corporations that want to locate in non-22
blighted undeveloped or simply under-developed areas.  These special districts have cost 23
the state and local governments tens of millions of dollars of taxpayer money with minimal 24
return in the creation of new jobs.  Other taxing bodies, such as school districts, that 25
depend on property taxes lose revenue because of these special districts. 26

Section VI.  This tax credit shall be paid for, in part, by amending Article IX, Section 3, 27
paragraph (a) of the Illinois constitution to replace “non-graduated rate” with “graduated 28
rate”. (“non-graduated” = flat or regressive; “graduated” = increasing with increasing levels 29
of income or progressive) And insert “highest” before “rate” in the last sentence. 30

Section VII. This Bill shall go into effect on or after March 19, 2017, upon the signature of 31
the Youth Governor of the State of Illinois. 32
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LLOBBYIST POSITION PAPER 
 
 
Lobbyist Name: Jada Davis             

Delegation: Heritage High School         

Aligned with Preliminary Bill #:       Preliminary Bill #RIII-05 

 

I encourage the YMCA Youth Legislature to pass a bill that gives an income tax credit for college 

tuition paid in Illinois colleges and universities.  

The State of Illinois should create a tuition tax credit for college tuition, because Illinois citizens 

need to be able to support themselves and their families financially. It has been estimated that by 

the year 2020 over 65% of jobs nationwide will require a college degree. But, as of 2015, less than 

50% of working adults in Illinois have a college degree. Our state needs a well-educated work force 

in order to be competitive in the world. Without this tuition tax credit, this is hardly possible.  

The cost of college tuition continues to rise. The average price of tuition at public universities in 

Illinois is $14,218. This amount does not even include the price of housing, textbooks, 

transportation, or other necessities of college students. Altogether the price of college for one year 

in Illinois is about $26,199. This amount is beyond what most families and individuals can manage.  

Having a college tuition tax credit would benefit not only students, but colleges and businesses as 

well. Enrollment numbers at colleges across the state would increase. Businesses would be able to 

count on having a well-educated work force behind them.  

Summary: I will support all legislation that promotes giving an income tax credit for college tuition 

in Illinois. 
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Introduced by:  Referred to Committee:  Gray 1  

Senate Sponsor: Justin Dodd  

House Sponsor: Kayla Morhet  

Co-Sponsors: Brittany Lindsey and  Ethan Smith  

Delegation:  West Frankfort High School  

 

A BILL 

For an Act Creating Chapter 725 Section 20 , of the Illinois Compiled Statutes, relating to 
Illinois Body Cam Act. 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE YMCA YOUTH LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ILLINOIS. 

Section I. This bill will mandate that all Illinois police departments require all officers carry 1 
non-lethal weapons with them while on duty.   2 

Section II.  All counties will provide their own police officers with non-lethal weapons 3 
(tazers, nightsticks, mace, etc.) while on active duty. Not only will this bill require officers to 4 
carry non-lethal weapons, but it will require officers to only use non-lethal force in 5 
situations that do not necessitate lethal force. This will tie in with the Body Cam Act 6 
because of the fact that it will be easier to regulate if officers actually use lethal force 7 
before non-lethal force in situations that do not call for extreme actions.   8 

Section III. Officers who violate this bill once are to be subjected to a month of suspension 9 
from duty without pay. If an officer disobeys this law twice, the officer will be fired from the 10
police force and is not eligible to be hired in other counties’ police departments in the State 11
of Illinois. 12

Section IV. The non lethal weapons will be paid for by having police departments take a 13
bigger percentage of the money collected from traffic tickets. Any extra money that they 14
would need would have to be paid for by the individual police departments. This can be 15
done in a variety of ways such as bake sales, barbecues, fundraisers, etc. 16

Section V. This Bill shall go into effect on Jan 1st, 2018 upon the signature of the Youth 17
Governor of the State of Illinois. 18
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LLOBBYIST POSITION PAPER 
 

Lobbyist Name:  Max Pernitsky        

Delegation: West Frankfort       

Aligned with Preliminary Bill #: RIII-30 

I encourage the YMCA Youth Legislature to pass a bill that mandates that all Illinois police officers 
have to carry a non-lethal weapon. 

Our officers should be mandated to carry a non-lethal weapon because one could prevent a lot of 
unjustified deaths in the state of Illinois. Our purpose for this bill is not to assign blame or 
persecute police officers. Rather, it is to help protect their interests and the interests of the people 
of Illinois in general. Thus far, twenty one Illinoisans have been killed by police officers.  

On November 23, 2016 a nineteen year old boy from Englewood, Illinois was shot and killed by a 
police officer from that locality. The police department released a statement which revealed that 
the  suspect and officer were involved in a foot chase.  The officer claimed that the nineteen year 
old boy pointed a gun at him during the  chase. However, after an extensive search for a weapon, 
the detectives could not find one. In addition, there was no evidence that the police officer had a 
non-lethal weapon on his person. If this officer had a non-lethal weapon this situation might have 
been avoided entirely.  

In another instance, on July 28, 2016 an eighteen year old went joyriding and sideswiped a parked 
police car. Police officers responded by shooting  him. The medical examiner ruled the case a 
homicide and as a result, three police officers were fired. If this decorated police officer would have 
had a non lethal weapon as an option, his reputation and possibly his job would have been saved. 
Furthermore,  If these non lethal weapons would have been available,  we would have young Kajuan 
Ray with us today. His family would not be mourning the loss of a loved one and the question of 
whether he had a weapon would be irrelevant. In the state of Illinois there have been roughly 
twenty one citizens killed in police shootings thus far this year.   

One can’t help but wonder how many of these shootings could have been avoided if a non-lethal 
weapon had been available. In this situation, the police officers are not to blame. However, it is 
crucial that legislation be enacted which mandates access to non-lethal weapons at all times. 

Summary: I  will support all legislation that mandates that non-lethal weapons be carried by police 
personnel. However, police personnel should be able to use lethal force when their lives are in 
immediate danger.  
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Introduced by:  Referred to Committee:  Gray 1  

Senate Sponsor: Truman Crafts  

House Sponsor: Matea Cannavino  

Co-Sponsors: Alyssa Farney, Mitch Kearby  

Delegation:  Oswego 

 

A BILL 

For an Act Creating Chapter 225 Section 86 Article 1, of the Illinois Compiled Statutes, 
relating to Professions, Occupations, and Business Operations. 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE YMCA YOUTH LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ILLINOIS. 
 1 
Section I. The Prescription Restriction Act is intended to prevent drug overdoses from 2 
prescription drugs. Patients are required to submit background information at the time of 3 
purchase of any prescription for anti-depressants, opioids or depressants. This tracking 4 
system will include the purchaser’s name, address, age, criminal record, amount of 5 
prescribed drugs, dates of purchase, past purchases, prescribing doctor, and location of 6 
purchase. This information will be kept in a state database accessible to all licensed 7 
pharmacists. Pharmacists must check it before dispensing the prescription and register all 8 
purchases in the database.  9 
 10
Section II. If a patient exceeds the current standard of safety according to the Center for 11
Disease Control, that patient will be required to pay a $750 fine and complete 100 12
community service hours for the first offense. Subsequent offenses will result in doubled 13
fine, 150 community service hours and possible jail time up to 20 years.  All offenders will 14
be required to complete a prescribed rehabilitation program recommended by a court 15
appointed therapist.   16
 17
Section III. To implement the new tracking system $35,000 of state funding will be needed. 18
This money will initially come from the funds saved by Governor Bruce Rauner not accepting 19
his annual salary.  20
 21
Section IV. This law will be enforced by the Illinois Department of Health.  22
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 23
Section V. This Bill shall go into effect on January 1, 2017 upon the signature of the Youth 24
Governor of the State of Illinois. 25
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STATE OF ILLINOIS 
Sixty-Eighth Session 

Illinois Youth Legislature 
 
Introduced by:  Referred to Committee:  Gray 1  
 
Senate  Sponsor:  Megan Schonleb  

Sponsor: Terry Macyqin  

Co-Sponsors: Kate McNicholas 

Delegation: Faith Lutheran High School 
 
 

A BILL 
 

For an Act ammending section 15 of SB 1951,  of  the  Illinois  Compiled Statutes,  relating  to 
Mental Health , to be added after line 2 on page 5. 
 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE YMCA YOUTH LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ILLINOIS. 

Section  I.  All students of state funded schools with mental health diagnoses will be granted 1 
one day of the school quarter for mental grounding, to be referred to a Mental Health Day. 2 

Section II.  The students in question must be diagnosed with a debilitating mental illness by a 3 
professional therapist to be eligible for the Mental Health Day. 4 

Section III. Students unable to come in contact with a professional therapist may refer to 5 
the school counselor for eligibility. 6 

Section IV.  Students who take advantage of the Mental Health Day will be required to meet 7 
with their school counselor on the day of return, bef6re or after the school day, to better help 8 
their mental recovery. 9 

Section V. The student will not be required to complete any homework assigned on the Mental 10
Health Day. 11

Section VI. The student must make up any quizzes or tests given on the Mental Health Day. 12

Section VII. Students are ineligible to a Mental Health Day during the week of final exams or mid 13
terms. 14

Section VIII. This Bill shall go into effect on January 1st 2018 upon the signature of the Youth 15
Governor of the State of Illinois. 16
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SSTATE OF ILLINOIS 

Sixty-Eighth Session 
Illinois Youth Legislature 

Introduced by:  Referred to Committee:  Gray 2  

Senate Sponsor: Abby Reinert  

House Sponsor: Reece Mendicino  

Co-Sponsors: Kelly O'Connell, Elizabeth Nordmark  

Delegation: Wheaton Warrenville South High School 

A BILL 

For an Act Amending Chapter 755, Section 5-5, of the Illinois Compiled Statutes, relating to organ 
donations . 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE YMCA YOUTH LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ILLINOIS. 

Section I. This bill will be primarily used to ease the demand for organ donations within the state of 1 
Illinois. 2 

Section II. When a resident of Illinois is eighteen years of age or older, said person will be 3 
presented with the option to become an organ donor upon renewing their driver’s license or upon 4 
receiving a state identification card. 5 

Section III. The resident will be presented with a mandatory form to complete that has check boxes 6 
for “yes” and “no” after the statement “I wish to be an organ donor.” If the resident is completing 7 
the process online, they will encounter a computer screen with the same prompt.   8 

Section IV. The Illinois Department of Motor Vehicles will report the provided information to the 9 
United States Department of Health and Human Services to be included in the national database of 10
organ donors.  11

Section V. Any person(s) found violating any sections found in this bill or already existing 12
regulations or abusing the information collected or altering the information in any way can be fined 13
between five hundred dollars to two hundred and fifty thousand dollars and may be placed on 14
community service and/or placed in prison for anywhere between six months to five years.  15
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Section VI. The Secretary of State will be placed in charge of enforcing this bill. 16

Section VII. Two hundred thousand dollars will be allocated to any existing funds of the Secretary 17
of State provided by Illinois State Legislature to ensure that this bill is enforced faithfully and 18
properly.  19

Section VIII. A motor fuel tax will be increased by zero point zero one percent to provide the extra 20
money allocated as mentioned in section VII. 21

Section IX. To ensure the allocated funds are used in the correct manner, the Illinois State 22
Comptroller will oversee the allocation of these funds.  23

Section X. This Bill shall go into effect on April twenty-first, two thousand seventeen upon the 24
signature of the Youth Governor of the State of Illinois. 25
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SSTATE OF ILLINOIS 

Sixty-Eighth Session 
Illinois Youth Legislature 

Introduced by:  Referred to Committee:  Gray 2  

Senate Sponsor: Olivia Weeks  

House Sponsor: Dakota Richerson  

Co-Sponsors: Lexilyn Elliott  

Delegation: West Frankfort High School 

A BILL 

For an Act creating, of the Illinois Compiled Statutes, relating to the formation of dispute 
resolution committees with a focus on victim-offender mediation programs within county 
court systems.. 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE YMCA YOUTH LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ILLINOIS. 

Section I. Resolving all felony, misdemeanor and juvenile disputes through the formal and 1 
adversarial court system is often time and fund consuming, and often leaves victims without 2 
a real sense of resolution. 3 

Section II. Victim-offender mediation programs provide an opportunity for offenders to 4 
show remorse and to see the effects of their crimes. This open dialogue provides answers, 5 
and often, understanding to victims as well as a real sense of closure and an opening for 6 
alternative forms of restitution. 7 

Section III. It is the intention of this bill to require the appointment of dispute resolution 8 
committees to become educated on victim-offender mediation programs and use that 9 
information to make decisions about how these programs can benefit their individual 10
counties. 11

Section IV. This Bill shall go into effect on January 1st, 2018 upon the signature of the 12
Youth Governor of the State of Illinois. 13
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STATE OF ILLINOIS 
Sixty-Eighth Session 

Illinois Youth Legislature 
 
Introduced by:  Referred to Committee: Gray 2  
 
Senate Sponsor:  Derek Chen 
 

House Sponsor:  Zimo Zhu 
 

Co-Sponsors:  Hannah Yan, Rachel  Kwon 
 

Delegation: Adlai E. Stevenson High School  

A BILL 

For an Act Amending Chapter 6 Section 103 and 107 of the Illinois Compiled Statutes, relating 
to the granting of Driver’s Permits to individuals learning to operate a motor vehicle. 
 
BE IT ENACTED BY THE YMCA YOUTH LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ILLINOIS. 
 

Section I. This bill will henceforth amend the granting of Instructional Permits to individuals at a 1 
younger age for the purpose of developing safe and mature driving habits in young and 2 
inexperienced drivers; and reducing motor vehicle accidents, injuries, and fatalities. 3 

Section II. An instruction permit may be issued under Section 6-107.1 to a child who is not less 4 
than 14 years of age. 5 

Section III. Additionally, in order to obtain a graduated driver’s license, the applicant must be at 6 
least 16 years of age and have held a valid instruction permit for a minimum of 18 months. 7 

Section IV. In addition to meeting the requirements outlined above, the applicant must also 8 
have passed an approved driver’s education course, submitted proof of passing, and present 9 
certification by parent or guardian of having practiced a minimum of 50 hours of driving with an 10
appropriate adult supervisor holding a valid driver’s license; 10 of these hours be at nighttime. 11

Section V. Individuals not complying with any of the above regulations shall be penalized as 12
outlined in Section 6-101. 13

Section VI. This bill shall go into effect on January 1, 2018 upon the signature of the Youth 14
Governor of the State of Illinois. 15
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Introduced by:  Referred to Committee:  Gray 2  

Senate Sponsor: Rose Hoover  

House Sponsor: Sarah Mueller  

Co-Sponsors: Missy Kraman, Ian Hetman  

Delegation:  Wheaton Warrenville South 

 

A BILL 

For an Act amending Chapter 105 Article 122 Section 305, of the Illinois Compiled Statutes
, relating to Education. 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE YMCA YOUTH LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ILLINOIS. 

Section I. All students attending Illinois public high schools will be required to pass an 1 
introductory computer literacy course for graduation credit.  2 

Section II. Illinois public schools will be required to allocate appropriate staffing and funding 3 
to administer this course. The course must include basic computer literacy, with additional 4 
units that include introductory computer science content, however the Illinois State Board 5 
of Education will create the standard curriculum. Other courses, including but not limited to, 6 
Advanced Placement (AP) Computer Science, may also be deemed suitable to fulfill this 7 
credit by the Illinois State board of education. 8 

Section III. The Illinois State Board of Education will oversee the transition into the 9 
curriculum. Funding will not be allocated to these schools, as every public high school in 10
Illinois has appropriate equipment to comply with the requirements. If schools fail to 11
comply, a $7500 fee will be enacted annually until a suitable course is administered. 12

Section IV. This Bill shall go into effect on March 19, 2017 upon the signature of the Youth 13
Governor of the State of Illinois. 14
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LLOBBYIST POSITION PAPER 

Lobbyist Name: Connell Hecht 

Delegation: Wheaton Warrenville South 

Aligned with Preliminary Bill #:       RI-106 

I support a bill that mandates a computer science class for high school graduation and encourage 

my fellow students of the YMCA Youth Legislature to do so as well. 

Our schools should obviously provide the best preparation for the real world that they can. 

Considering funding for computer science is already in place and growing at an extremely fast rate, 

the next logical step is to mandate computer science courses so no student is left without the 

knowledge necessary to function in an ever-growing technology oriented world. WhiteHouse.gov 

mentions that $135 million in computers science funding became available at the start of 2016, 

which creates an excellent opportunity for the schools of Illinois to capitalize on. 

The need for computer science classes to be offered across the state is more dire than ever. 

Exploringcs.org states that “Introductory secondary school computer science courses have 

decreased in number by 17 percent from 2005” (exploringcs.org). These courses are not being 

offered and taken at a time when they are needed most. Our legislation must put a stop to this 

trend.  

The ultimate negative effects of a lack of computer knowledge and literacy are staggering. Without 

computer education, students can never obtain this knowledge, making mandatory courses 

imperative to a proper education. Commerce.gov found that “Ninety-six percent of working 

Americans use new communications technologies as part of their daily life, while sixty-two percent 

of working Americans use the Internet as an integral part of their jobs” (Commerce.gov). The 

growing workforce needs more people with computer and internet skills, which can be easily 

granted by offering and mandating computer science courses.  

By supporting this bill, you are creating a better learning opportunity for students in schools 

throughout the state and are better preparing them for life after high school and college. Many 

people in the workforce lack even basic knowledge of how computers work and what their potential 

is. By passing this bill, we can increase computer literacy and knowledge across the nation, making 

each person more successful and competent. 

Summary: I will support all legislation that promotes computer science courses in public high 

schools. 
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STATE OF ILLINOIS 

Sixty-Eighth Session 
Illinois Youth Legislature 

 

Introduced by:  Referred to Committee:  Gray 3  

Senate Sponsor: Izabela Zarek  

House Sponsor: Jennifer Perez  

Co-Sponsors: Victoria Kondrak  

Delegation:  William H. Taft High School 

 

A BILL 

For an Act Chapter 750, of the Illinois Compiled Statutes, relating to extending the abortion 
process. 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE YMCA YOUTH LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ILLINOIS. 

Section I. The abortion process will give counseling sessions and evaluation before an 1 
abortion can be administered. 2 

Section II. This bill will provide counseling and information to women who want the 3 
procedure to be done. There will be one mandatory and state-funded counseling session 4 
that will be a maximum of two hours long; more sessions may or may not be given 5 
depending if the participant chooses so, which will be based on the decision and opinion 6 
made during the first counseling session. 7 

Section III. The counseling will consist of paperwork that includes a short reasoning for the 8 
abortion (if the woman would choose to do so). Also, the counseling session will involve an 9 
unbiased psychologist who will evaluate the mental preparation of the woman. The 10
counseling session will be informational, as well, and provide women with alternative 11
solutions to the procedure, such as adoption and the abortion pill; however, the sessions’ 12
main focus will be to simply discuss matters with the woman and ensure that she is 13
mentally prepared for the procedure – not to alter the woman’s choice.  14

Section IV. Payment policies will alter depending on the participant's insurance company 15
and its regulations. Financial aid may deduct up to 35% of the final cost, which can go up to 16
$1,500. The financial aid will be state funded, along with the one mandatory counseling 17
session. Further counseling sessions will be paid for at the woman’s cost. 18

Gray - 78



RII-36 S-G-09 

Section V. For a participant to be considered eligible for financial aid, she must submit 19
multiple documents indicating her current financial status and her annual salary and tax 20
returns. For a woman with a spouse who is planning to receive an abortion, each spouse will 21
have to submit separate documents showing their current financial status. 22

Section VI. If the participant chooses to have additional counseling sessions, they will be 23
charged $70 per session - with a maximum of 2 hours each. The psychologist will be the 24
one to submit forms of financial aid. Depending on the participant's insurance policies, the 25
amounts will be deducted following the application of the participant's insurance. 26

Section VII. The first counseling session will be paid for by the government of Illinois. Every 27
health clinic with a physician that is licensed to perform abortions will also have to employ 28
a medical counselor who is licensed to provide counseling for those wanting an abortion. 29
The session(s) will be received by a medical counselor who undergoes a course revolving 30
around abortion and psychiatric evaluation.   31

Section VIII. Each abortion must be approved by the physician and/or the psychologist. The 32
psychologist will notify the physician of any complications involving the stability of the 33
participant, in which the physician will recommend extra counseling sessions with another 34
psychologist of choice if the woman would not like to have the same one. 35

Section IX. This Bill shall go into effect on May 1st, 2017 upon the signature of the Youth 36
Governor of the State of Illinois. 37

Gray - 79



S-G-09 

LLOBBYIST POSITION PAPER 
 
 
Lobbyist Name: Michelle Correa        

Delegation: William Howard Taft       

Aligned with Preliminary Bill #: R11-36         

 

I encourage the YMCA Youth Legislature to pass a bill that mandates extending the abortion in 

which women will attend counseling sessions to explore alternative options that don’t involve 

aborting the baby.  

Women should have an extended abortion process so that they do not make a spontaneous 

decision and abort an innocent child. By extending the process the women will go through a 

counseling session so she will be able to explore other options than abortion. They can then take 

further counseling sessions so they can be informed that getting rid of their baby in such a manner 

is not the only option. These sessions will also determine the mental stability of the patient and 

help her make rational decisions. This bill will also consider helping women who are in direct danger 

with their pregnancy and will offer financial aid to women that are absolutely sure about having an 

abortion. 

About half of the pregnancies in the United States are unintended, of these pregnancies 4 in every 

10 are aborted. The most common reasons for why women get an abortion are inadequate finances 

and women not being ready to take on the responsibility. These reasons are tied at a 21% and are 

followed by 16% of women that do not want to change their life and 11% that are too immature. Of 

all women that get abortions in the United States 54% are getting one for the first time. Women 

that are getting them, especially for the first time, should be exploring their options so that these 

numbers are not so big and more children could live. 

Extending the abortion process and exploring other options would give women more chances to 

consider giving their baby an opportunity to live. 

Summary: I will support all legislation that promotes the extension of the abortion process in order 

to allow women considering abortion to explore other options  
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STATE OF ILLINOIS 

Sixty-Eighth Session 
Illinois Youth Legislature 

 

Introduced by:  Referred to Committee:  Gray 3  

Senate Sponsor: Kery Ballines  

House Sponsor: Grace Sparkman  

Co-Sponsors: Jessica Valle, Ashley Onken  

Delegation:  Oswego 

 

A BILL 

For an Act Creating Chapter 405 Section 45 Article 5, of the Illinois Compiled Statutes, 
relating to Care of the Mentally Ill. 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE YMCA YOUTH LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ILLINOIS. 

Section I. In order to be certified to work with the mentally ill as defined in Section 2 of this 1 
law, all caregivers, educators, and medical professionals working with this population will be 2 
required to complete a training course in how to effectively care for and prevent abuse. 3 
This training course will need to be repeated every five years for recertification. In addition, 4 
all caregivers, educators, and medical professional will be required to participate in a four 5 
month internship with a veteran caretaker who has already been certified in the state of 6 
Illinois to receive initial certification.  7 

Section II. Any caregiver, educator, or medical professional accused of abuse and/or neglect 8 
of a mentally ill student or patient will be placed on administrative leave until investigation 9 
of the incident is complete. If suspect is found guilty, criminal penalties will apply and 10
individual will lose certification and be prohibited from caring for the mentally ill. 11

Section III. The Illinois Department of Human Services will develop and administer the 12
training course.  13

Section IV. The cost of proper training will be incurred by the individual teacher who seeks 14
certification.  15

Section V. This Bill shall go into effect on January 1, 2018 upon the signature of the Youth 16
Governor of the State of Illinois. 17
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Introduced by:       Seth Allen RReferred to Committee:  Gray 3 

Senate Sponsor: Kelsi Ham 

House Sponsor: Seth Allen 

Co-Sponsors: Saquib Akhter 

Delegation:  Mount Vernon Township Highschool 

 

A BILL 

For an Act deleting 105 section 27-6 , of the ILCS , relating to physical education. 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE YMCA YOUTH LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ILLINOIS. 

Section I. Amend section 27-6 of ILCS 105 to remove the daily mandate of physical 1 
education due to ineffectiveness in addition to noncompliance from schools either by choice 2 
or from lack of facilities. 3 

Section II. This bill shall go into effect on January 1st, 2018 upon the signature of the 4 
Youth Governor of the State of Illinois. 5 
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LLOBBYIST POSITION PAPER 

 
Lobbyist Name: Gatlin Miller 

Delegation: Mount Vernon Township High School 

Aligned with Preliminary Bill #:     RIII - 17 

I encourage the YMCA Youth Legislature to pass a bill that removes the daily mandate of physical 
education in schools.  

Our schools should not be required to mandate daily physical education. Mandatory physical 
education is not producing any significant effect, in addition to, noncompliance from schools either 
by choice or lack of facilities. The ILCS requires that pupils enrolled in public schools must engage 
in physical education on a daily basis. However, this should not be the case. 

Kevin C. Harris, M.D. stated how the efficacy of required P.E. in improving body composition still 
remains unproven. This statement attests the reasoning on why we do not need mandatory physical 
education. There are also many statistics that prove how mandatory P.E. is ineffective. For example, 
a MSNBC investigation found that the average high school gym only keeps students physically 
active for 16 minutes. For a 45 minute class, 16 minutes of activity is almost nothing. Students 
accumulate more physical activity by walking to their classes! Due to this waste of time, many 
schools have cut the required P.E. so students could spend more time in core classes to perform 
better on standardized tests. The State of Illinois also does not require specific curricula for P.E. 
They give the school the authority to choose their own curriculum. This creates a lack of 
consistency throughout Illinois. This is very ineffective because one school could have their 
students exercising diligently while other schools could have their students goof-off and do 
nothing. This would not create a significant effect toward good health, which P.E. is intended to do. 
This law exemplifies government stepping outside their boundaries we have set for our freedom. It 
is a sad attempt at legislation to help people and is only limiting our freedoms. In fact, it has been 
proven that obesity has nothing to do with government and schools and has everything to do with 
home life.  

Schools are on a limited budget. They have to take into account costs for operations, student 
support services, salaries, supplies, and a variety of other expenses. The amount of money schools 
spend is unimaginable. They spend around $13,000 per student on average. Just think about how 
much that would cost for an entire school. This doesn’t even include salaries. There is simply not 
enough money to spend on facilities that are needed.  

Slightly more than 60 percent of the roughly 3,100 schools reporting said they provided PE five 
days per week, complying with the law. But that left almost 40 percent that did not, in part because 
lawmakers allowed it or the state looked the other way. The enforcing of this law is at the bare 
minimum. The state of Illinois doesn’t make it a priority and they don’t have the resources to 
enforce it. Nearly 1,200 schools throughout Illinois have been shaving physical education days from 
class schedules, often saying they don't have the staff or facilities to offer the courses daily, as a 
decades-old state law requires, and no one is sanctioning them. The law is simply outdated and 
redundant. 

Summary: I will support all legislation that promotes the removal of 105 Section 27-6 of the ILCS 
relating to the daily mandate of physical education on schools.  
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LLOBBYIST POSITION PAPER 

Lobbyist’s Name: Nici Rudd 

Delegation: Mount Vernon Township High School 

Aligned with Primary Bill #: RIII - 17 

 

I encourage the YMCA Youth Legislature to pass a bill that eliminates mandatory physical education 
mandatory in our state’s public school system. 

Our schools should not make physical education mandatory because it should be the student’s 
choice if they shall prefer to take the class. This is a good bill because you shouldn’t be forced to 
take a class that only tests your physical ability. This bill is fair because not all schools even obey 
the law to have physical education 5 days a week because lawmakers allowed or schools just simply 
looked the other way. 

Recently, nearly 1,200 schools have been shaving down physical education from class schedules. A 
lot of the schools that are doing this are often saying that they don’t have the staff or facilities to 
offer the courses daily, as a decade old state law requires, and no one is sanctioning them. It has 
been proven time after time that obesity has little to do with schools and has everything to do with 
home life. Obesity is the condition of being overweight. Throughout the early twentieth century, 
into the 1950s, there was a steady growth of physical education in the public schools. National 
surveys of childhood obesity weren’t recorded before 1963; however, the rate of childhood obesity 
in the U.S. began to rise in the 1980s. In 1980, 7 percent of children ages 6 to 11 were obese;in 
2012, the rate was nearly 18 percent. In adolescents -12 to 19 years of age- the increase in 
obesity rates was more striking, climbing from 5 to 21 percent during the same period. The increase 
of obesity in Illinois starting in 1990 (beginning of agenda) to 2015/2016 is 12.1% to 30.8%. 
Diabetes is a metabolic disease in which the body’s inability to produce any or enough insulin 
causes elevated levels of glucose in the blood. The increase of diabetes in Illinois starting in 1990 
to 2015/2015 is 5.1% to 9.9%. Hypertension (HBP) is a condition in which the force of the blood 
against the artery walls is too high. Hypertension (HBP) has increased from 21.9% in 1990 to 
30.8% in 2015. There were 719,649 heart disease cases in 2010 and the projected cases of heart 
disease in 2030 is 3,256,437. There were 2,387,762 cases of arthritis cases in 2010 and the 
projected cases of arthritis in 2030 is 2,055,864. There were 189,693 obesity related cases in 
2010 and 468,312 projected cases of obesity related cancer. 

The physical education requirement should be removed from the law because it is restricting school 
resources and forcing school administration to make tough decisions Illinois State does not have 
the resources to support the law. 

Summary: I will support all legislation that removes the daily mandate of physical education due 
to ineffectiveness in addition to noncompliance from schools either from choice or from lack of 
facilities.  
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Introduced by:  Referred to Committee:  Gray 4  

Senate Sponsor: Doug Nuttall  

House Sponsor: Kayla Nenninger  

Co-Sponsors: Kendall Reid, Dega Demiri  

Delegation:  Wheaton Warrenville South High School 

A BILL 

For an Act creating Chapter 210 Section 160, of the Illinois Compiled Statutes, relating to 
the price gouging of pharmaceuticals. 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE YMCA YOUTH LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ILLINOIS. 

Section I. This bill will restrict the price gouging of pharmaceuticals throughout the state of 1 
Illinois. No manufacturer or distributor of pharmaceuticals is allowed to sell 2 
pharmaceuticals for an excessive amount.  3 

Section II. A pharmaceutical is defined as any compound manufactured for sale as a 4 
medicinal drug. This bill will only apply to pharmaceuticals in which there is not an easily 5 
accessible replacement.   6 

Section III. Price gouging is defined as the raising of prices to an extent that is unfair or 7 
exploits a particular need for the product. Price gouging does not need to be contained into 8 
a single price rising: If over a period of time the price of the product is raised with no rise 9 
of outside production costs then that is price gouging.  10

This bill authorizes the Illinois Department of Public Health to investigate instances of price 11
gouging on pharmaceuticals. It also authorizes the Attorney General to bring an action to 12
stop the alleged price gouging. The Attorney General will post a notice of cease and desist 13
to the company in question; if after a 7 day waiting period the company has not stopped 14
the price gouging or has not disputed the claim then a penalty not exceeding one million 15
dollars will be imposed, and if necessary an order of restitution will be imposed to 16
compensate aggravated consumers. 17

Section IV. There will be no funding necessary for this bill. 18

Section V. This Bill shall go into effect on June 1st, 2017 upon the signature of the Youth 19
Governor of the State of Illinois. 20
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LLOBBYIST POSITION PAPER 
 
 
Lobbyist Name: Claire Mahoney        

Delegation: Wheaton Warrenville South     

Aligned with Preliminary Bill #:        RI-101 

 

I encourage the YMCA youth legislature to pass the bill banning the gouging of pharmaceutical 

prices.  This bill is important because making the price of pharmaceutical items very expensive will 

hinder low to middle class citizens’ ability to afford necessary health care.  This could endanger 

many people plagued with illnesses or conditions that require very expensive medications.  As 

stated by The Washington Post, prescription drug prices have jumped ten percent in the last year.  

This is causing low class families to not be able to afford the health care they need for their 

conditions.  My brother has a severe allergy to bees, more specifically, honey bees, and has had it 

for about 6 years.  This has been really hard for him emotionally and financially.  When he gets 

stung by honey bees, his face swells up, as does his mouth and throat, making it very hard for him 

to breathe, and it is very scary for him.  He has nightmares about it almost every night.  He is now 

21 living alone and he does not have much money to spend on epipens, which is a necessity for 

him, given that he lives on a honey farm.  He doesn’t make much money as is working on a honey 

farm, so it is very difficult for him to afford epi-pens, especially after the prices are inflated.  

Overall, this shows how the average American suffers from the extreme gouging of pharmaceutical 

drugs, and why a law should be enabled, banning this cruelty.  I believe this will help our country as 

a whole, because healthcare will be more easily accessible to the common man, and more people 

will be able to receive the healthcare they need and deserve.  If my brother will be able to get his 

epipen for cheaper, more honey will be able to be produced as well, which will not only help the 

honey industry, but also small businesses in general.  In conclusion, I believe everybody should vote 

for this bill because we need to end this awful gouging of prices of pharmaceutical items.  

 

Summary:    I will support all legislation that eliminates price gouging on pharmaceutical drugs.  
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Lobbyist Name: Laurel Moneysmith         

Delegation: Wheaton Warrenville South        

Aligned with Preliminary Bill #:        RI-101 

 

I encourage the YMCA Youth Legislature to pass a bill to prevent price gouging in pharmaceuticals, 
and to allow court to determine whether the price is reasonable or excessive.  

Many people use epipens but have difficulty affording the medicine. The average epipen user owns 
4-5 epipens for emergencies. With the extreme price inflation on pharmaceuticals, affording much 
life saving medicine is challenging. With a restriction on pharmaceutical price gouging, acquiring the 
necessary medine will be easier.  

Because of the monopoly that pharmaceutical companies have, there needs to be a restriction to 
help the people. It is not fair that companies can decide whatever price they would like to sell their 
supplies and people have no say. These companies have power because the pharmaceuticals they 
are selling are absolutely necessary to survive for some people(HBR Price Gouging).  Although the 
companies need to make money, a restriction on excessive price gouging could save many lives for 
people that have a hard time affording their needed medicine.  

Experts says that pharmaceutical companies pay no more than $30 dollars per epipen. However, 
users are forced to pay $600 for just a two pack of the medicine(NBC News Industry Insiders). This 
extreme price gouging is unreasonable. If a bill is passed to restrict this type of excessive 
overcharge, court would be able to decide whether the company needs to lower the price or not. 
Court would take into consideration not only the price that it cost to make but also the cost it took 
research the medicine. With the price reduction on pharmaceutical supplies, more people would be 
able to afford the medicine therefore also making the company plenty of money.  

A restriction on pharmaceutical price gouging would help users afford life saving medicine. It would 
put a stop to unreasonable pharmaceutical companies monopoly and the reasonable sales price. 
Being able to buy medicine such as epipens at an appropriate cost could help save many lives. 
Therefore, it is pressing to pass a bill to prevent price gouging on pharmaceutical supplies.  

Summary: I will support all legislation that promotes restriction of excessive cost on needed 
medicine and to allow court to determine the reasonable price for each specific case. 

Gray - 87



RI-78 S-G-14

SSTATE OF ILLINOIS 
Sixty-Eighth Session 

Illinois Youth Legislature 

Introduced by:  Referred to Committee:  Gray 4  

Senate Sponsor: Akshay Chaubal

House Sponsor: David Terpay

Co-Sponsors: Dylan Irlbeck, Aman Luthra

Delegation: Adlai E. Stevenson High School

A Bill

For an Act amending Chapter 720 Section 570, of the Illinois Compiled Statutes relating to 
race relations in domestic environments.

BE IT ENACTED BY THE YMCA YOUTH LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE ILLINOIS

Section I. This bill applies to all levels of post-secondary education and all forms of1 
employment in Illinois.2 

Section II. This bill will eliminate the very pertinent issue of race-based selection in the 3 
education system and in employment.4 

Section III. All methods of “affirmative action”, or race based actions used to equalize the 5 
distribution of races within the workforce and postsecondary education, will be hereby6 
suspended.7 

Section IV. Socio-economic factors such as family income, geographic location, and 8 
background will be used to determine one’s fitness for a position at a job or college. Race 9 
will no longer be a factor.10

Section V. Failure to comply with these standards will result in a 5% increase of corporate 11
taxes for businesses, or a 5% decrease in state funding for an educational institution.12

Section VI. Any revenue generated from this legislation will be used to fund different aspects 13
of the Chicago Public School system which include, but are not limited to, supplies, teacher 14
salaries, and infrastructure improvement.15

Section VII. This bill shall go into effect on July 1st, 2017, upon the signature of the Youth 16
Governor of the State of Illinois.17
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Introduced by:  Referred to Committee:  Gray 4  

Senate Sponsor: Thomas Hofferkamp  

House Sponsor: Micah Weiss  

Co-Sponsors: Ahabb Fisher, Aaron James  

Delegation:  Williamsville 

 

A BILL 

For an Act Amending Chapter 725, Section 5/119-1, of the Illinois Compiled Statutes, 
relating to Death Penalty. 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE YMCA YOUTH LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ILLINOIS. 

Section I. All prisoners tried as adults for first-degree murder will face capital punishment.  1 

Section II. Those convicted of a crime punishable by death will be executed by means of 2 
hanging. 3 

Section III. The bodies of those executed will be disposed of by cremation unless the family 4 
of the deceased provides funds for other means of burial. 5 

Section IV. The mentally insane will not face capital punishment.  6 

Section V. Funding will come from the General Fund. 7 

Section VI. This Bill shall go into effect on July 1, 2017  upon the signature of the Youth 8 
Governor of the State of Illinois. 9 
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LLOBBYIST POSITION PAPER 
 
Lobbyist Name: Lauren Bartlett        

Delegation: Williamsville High School        

Aligned with Preliminary Bill #:        RIII-06 

 

I encourage the YMCA Youth Legislature to pass a bill that reinstates the death penalty for severe 

crimes, such as first degree murder. 

Capital punishment should be reinstated in Illinois because first degree murder is inexcusable and 

corrupt. Murder is perhaps the single most serious criminal offense.  We understand that a 

punishment of a murder can be that the murderer is usually in prison for life, but when someone 

intentionally murders another human being for whatever reason, that is something that’s almost 

sickening to think about.  Convicted murderers should not have the pleasure of staying in a jail cell 

that provides running water, three warm meals a day, and clothing.  First degree murder is a felony 

that not only kills a human being like one of us, but destroys the lives of the family members of the 

victim.  First degree murder should only be punishable by death.  Imagine if someone you loved was 

killed.  Would you want their killer to be sitting in a jail cell?  As harsh as it may sound, jail time is 

not the correct punishment for such an act. 

In a Pew Research Center poll in August and September of this year, it showed that 49% of 

Americans favor the death penalty, whereas only 42% oppose it.  Currently, just 34% of Democrats 

support it, and 72% of Republicans support capital punishment.  As you can see, a larger number of 

people favor capital punishment than oppose it.  So, not only do I and my fellow group members 

think capital punishment should be reinforced, but a lot of other American believe so too. 

In one year, around 15,809 people are murdered in the United States.  That’s 15,809 lives that 

most likely should not have been taken.  One of those people could have been someone you knew.  

One day, it could possibly be you, which is terrifying to think about.  15,809 people who most likely 

did not deserve to die.  In a population of 100,000 people, about five people could be killed by 

homicide.  Which means that in the city of Springfield, at least five people might have died from 

homicide.  This is a large number of deaths.  Those who killed these possibly innocent people should 

be put to death. 

Summary:  I will support all legislation that promotes enforcing the return of the death penalty for 

certain crimes. 
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Lobbyist Name:  Keegan McGann 

Delegation:  Williamsville 

Aligned with Preliminary Bill #: RIII-06 

 

I encourage the YMCA Youth Legislature to pass a bill that establishes capital punishment for 

certain crimes in the State of Illinois. 

Reinstating the death penalty is the most realistic way to save money within the jail system 

because it would replace life without parole in certain cases.  The average life without parole case 

costs between $1.6 and 3.6 million dollars from the trial to the death of the inmate. This is our tax 

money being wasted on keeping an awful criminal alive and well in a jail cell that could be used for 

another criminal that we can rehabilitate and send back out into the world a changed man or 

women. This bill does not just want to kill any and all criminals, only the ones that planned out and 

acted upon murder of a peace officer, intentionally committing murder along with the attempt to 

kidnap, sexually assault, rob, commit arson, or be a terrorist threat. These guidelines will limit the 

number of cases where capital punishment can be applied significantly which will save taxpayers 

money once more. It is very clear that the best way to save tax money and make criminals think 

twice about committing murder is to bring back the death penalty in the state of Illinois. 

Summary: I will support all legislation that promotes the reinstatement of capital punishment in the 

State of Illinois 
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Lobbyist Name: Carissa Plake         

Delegation: Williamsville High School        

Aligned with Preliminary Bill #: RIII-06 

 

I encourage the YMCA Youth Legislature to pass a bill that enforces the return of the death penalty 

for certain crimes.  

Our court system should be required to enforce the death penalty because sometimes when a 

person commits a certain crime, the only reasonable punishment is death. These crimes include 

things like the murder of an individual under the age of 10, or committing a murder while escaping 

a penal institution. This bill will also save money for our state and the citizens of the state. In 

2013, 3% of the tax dollars collected went to help pay for corrections in Illinois.   

One of the other many ways it would help our state out is by decreasing the amount of murders in 

the state.  As of April 1, 2016, Chicago had seen 141 murders as opposed to 82 at the same time 

of year in 2015.  In Dallas, however, on March 23, 2016 there had been 41 murders reported 

compared to 24 at the same time last year.  This proves that even though the number of murders 

did go up in Dallas in 2016, there were not nearly as many as there were in Chicago at the same 

time in the year.  This shows that because Texas has the death penalty that it reduces the number 

of murders.  

Mandating the death penalty for certain crimes would help innocent people not feel like they are in 

danger as often.  By passing this bill, you would be reducing the number of murders and saving 

money for the State of Illinois. 

Summary:  I will support all legislation that promotes the death penalty. 
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Introduced by:  Referred to Committee:  Gray 4  

Senate Sponsor: Jeremiah Fitzjerrells  

House Sponsor: Kadin Asbery  

Co-Sponsors: Matt Lamczyk, Brennan Docherty  

Delegation:  Mount Vernon 

 

A BILL 

For an Act creating Chapter 525 Article 5 section 8, of the Illinois Compiled Statutes, 
relating to tax incentives for tree planting. 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE YMCA YOUTH LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ILLINOIS. 

Section I. Any property owner that plants a minimum of 50 trees per acre shall receive a tax 1 
credit of 0.01% per acre. 2 

Section II. Applications for tax breaks must be filed with the Illinois Department of Natural 3 
Resources.  All inspections will be completed once a year by an employee of the Illinois 4 
Department of Natural Resources. 5 

Section III. This Bill shall go into effect on January 1, 2018 upon the signature of the Youth 6 
Governor of the State of Illinois. 7 
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LLOBBYIST POSITION PAPER 
 
 
Lobbyist Name: Katie Phillips        

Delegation: Mt. Vernon High School       

Aligned with Preliminary Bill #: RIII-20        

 

I encourage the YMCA Youth legislature to pass a bill that increases environmental awareness.  

People around the world should be aware of the Green House Effect and increase in emission, 

carbon dioxide and poor air quality. Trees take in carbon dioxide and release oxygen, which could 

help reduce the Green House Effect. In addition to these benefits, the planting of the trees could 

also turn into a money making process for local land owners. Both possibilities are positive for the 

environment and land owners. 

This bill could benefit you by every 500 trees per one acre you get a 0.01% tax break. Eventually 

down the road you will be able to harvest these trees for money. Plants and trees give off ½ of the 

carbon dioxide they absorb. You can also earn thousands of dollars just by harvesting trees. In total 

this bill will support the environment and the tax payer with clean air and a source of revenue. 

Increase in environmental awareness would help our planet survive hundreds of more years, If we 

just make our environment more important to society. 

I will support all legislation that promotes environmental awareness.      
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Introduced by:  Referred to Committee:  Gray 5  

Senate Sponsor: Lindsey Strandberg  

House Sponsor: Laura Trowbridge  

Co-Sponsors: Julia Cox, Allie Weis  

Delegation:  Wheaton Warrenville South High School 

A BILL 

For an Act amending Article 5, Chapter 625 Section 5, of the Illinois Compiled Statutes, relating to 
driving under the influence . 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE YMCA YOUTH LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ILLINOIS. 

Section I. This bill will require repeat DUI offenders to purchase marked license plates within the 1 
first month of the second offense.  2 

Section II. A DUI is defined in Section 11-501 of the Illinois Compiled Statutes. Any person over 18 3 
that repeats this offense will be subject to an added fine of $150 per vehicle registered under the 4 
offender’s name and will be mandated to replace their existing license plates with new State of 5 
Illinois DUI Offender plates. The plates will be applied to the vehicle or vehicles registered under 6 
the offender’s name. The plates and application of plates will be regulated by the Illinois Secretary 7 
of State’s office. 8 

Section III. The fine that will be added to the DUI punishment will be $150 per vehicle, which will 9 
completely cover the cost of a set of plates. The license plates will be a luminescent orange, and 10
license plate numbers will remain the same. The offender must return their original plates to the 11
Secretary of State’s office within a month of receiving the new plates. Additionally, a new license 12
with a luminescent orange border around the identification photo will be distributed to repeat 13
offenders upon pickup of the new plates. 14

Section IV. The remaining revenue raised from the plate purchase will be diverted into a 15
rehabilitation fund that will be administered to repeat offenders at the discretion of the Illinois 16
Department of Human Services. 17
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Section V. Violators of the amendment will have their license suspended for 6 months, and will 18
reapply for a license at the end of this term. The Illinois Secretary of State’s office will enforce the 19
punishment. 20

Section VI. The State of Illinois DUI Offender plates will be eligible for removal after two (2) years 21
without a DUI offense from the driver. New plates can be obtained through the DMV.  22

Section VII. This Bill shall go into effect on January 1, 2018, upon the signature of the Youth 23
Governor of the State of Illinois. 24
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Lobbyist Name: Will Maher 

Delegation: Wheaton Warrenville South High School 

Aligned with Preliminary Bill#: RI - 105 

I encourage the YMCA Youth Legislature to pass a bill that mandates people who have been 
convicted of a DUI twice to have a special sticker on their license plate.  The state of Illinois would 
be a lot safer for not only the drivers, but all roadway users and pedestrians if people who have 
been convicted of a DUI are required to have a special sticker on their license plate. Having a 
sticker on the license plate would help law enforcement and the general public to easily distinguish 
and keep a closer eye on a convicted DUI driver.  

It is crucial for citizens and law enforcement to be able to distinguish these drivers because about 
one-third of all drivers arrested or convicted of a DUI are repeat offenders. Meaning, getting 
arrested for a DUI, for an alarming high number of offenders, does not stop these drivers from 
doing it again. If these stickers are placed on the license plates of these drivers they will be more 
easily seen so they can identified and watched out for. 50 to 70 percent of convicted drunk drivers 
continue to drive on a suspended license, which means we need to have these individuals identified 
because they are hazardous to our communities. With so many convicted drunk drivers still driving 
on the roads, with such a high repeat offense rate, we need these individuals to stand out. Drunk 
driving is such a dangerous crime as well, for every day in America 27 people die as a result of a 
drunk driving crash. This is a scary amount of people and we need to make sure the people 
responsible for these horrible crimes are well know so they do not commit them again. Not only will 
the sticker help people distinguish these drivers, but it will also make drivers fear having one of 
these stickers. It will bring shame to these drivers and their families. It will be very embarrassing 
for one of these drivers to drop their kids off at school and all other parents see the sticker. This 
will make people think twice about getting behind the wheel while intoxicated.  

A friend’s mom was taking her young children to her local park. She saw a suspicious driver sitting 
in his car nearby. As she approached closer this man started his car and drove away, hitting a tree 
right by them. It turned out the man was intoxicated and he was a repeat DUI offender. Thankfully, 
no one was injured, but if the man had a sticker on his license plate, the mother could have been 
more aware and made sure her children were a safe distance away. This is an example of a close 
call that could have been avoided. 

Repeat drunk drivers are very dangerous roads and their users. We need to make sure these drivers 
are well known because drunk driving is such a serious offense. After all, a person dies every 53 
minutes as a result of a drunk driver as of 2013. Drunk driving is such a terrible crime and it is 
even worse that people continue to do it, so we need to make these drivers are distinguished.  

Summary: I will support all legislation that promotes making repeat DUI offenders have a sticker on 
their license plate after their second offense.  
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Lobbyist Name: Evan Stavig 
 
Delegation:  Wheaton Warrenville South 
 
Aligned with Preliminary Bill #:  RI-105 
 
I encourage the YMCA Youth Legislature to pass a bill that mandates that repeat DUI offenders 

have a license plate with an easily distinguishable color scheme, different than those of other 

Illinois drivers.  

The Illinois State Legislature must take a strong stance against the epidemic of deaths and injuries 

caused by drunk driving to help prevent more potential accidents. According to the Illinois 

Department of Human Services, the current protocol for repeat DUI offenders is to take a 
determined number of hours of DUI education classes, dependent on the level of risk, usually 

determined by how many DUIs they have had. After these classes, they can regain full or partial 

license privileges, however, currently there is no way to determine DUI offenders on the road. 

According to Office of the Illinois Secretary of State, in 2013 nearly 40% of the 991 people killed 

in vehicle accidents in Illinois were involved in accidents in which alcohol was present. This statistic 

is far too high, and could be easily lowered with easy identification of repeat offenders due to the 
fact that around one-third of DUI offenders are repeat, according to MADD. The license plates 

would provide the police with information to air on the side of caution if they notice suspicious 

activity, and this would save lives. It would also allow individual drivers to make their own 
determination as to whether they should pull over or move away from a car with a DUI license plate 

if they were driving recklessly. 

One story that affects this bill is an account from Illinois, where a mother and her three children 
were killed in a car accident at the hands of a repeated drunk driver who survived the accident. 

With these license plates, this accident and many like it could’ve been avoided, because the mother 

could’ve made a judgement call to get off the road when seeing the drunk driver acting suspicious 
and knowing their history of DUI’s.  

This bill will allow police and drivers to take measures to lower potential alcohol-related accidents, 

however it will also deter people from driving drunk in the first place. A license plate is not 
something that a driver can hide while driving, so potential offenders may think of this implication, 

along with all the others currently in place, before getting behind the wheel under the influence of 

alcohol. 

Summary: I will support all legislation that is in favor of lowering the number of alcohol related 

motor vehicle accidents. 
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Introduced by:  Referred to Committee:  Gray 5  

Senate Sponsor: Alec Poehls  

House Sponsor: Maranatha Andrews  

Co-Sponsors: Zach Walter, Haley Mierzejewski  

Delegation:  Williamsville 

 

A BILL 

For an Act Creating Chapter 220, Section 80, of the Illinois Compiled Statutes, relating to 
Internet Availability and Access. 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE YMCA YOUTH LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ILLINOIS. 

Section I. All businesses that offer free, unrestricted, Wifi to their customers shall receive a 1 
0.25% tax break. All users will use the internet at their own discretion, leaving them to run 2 
the risk of hackers and low security. 3 

Section II. This Bill shall go into effect January 1, 2018 upon the signature of the Youth 4 
Governor of the State of Illinois.  5 
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Lobbyist Name:  Peyton Ray        

Delegation:  Williamsville High School      

Aligned with Preliminary Bill #:  RIII- 10       

I encourage the YMCA Youth Legislature to pass a bill that will mandate that all businesses that offer 

free wifi to their customers will receive a 0.25% tax break. 

In our generation WiFi and internet access is a necessity. Today, people are making more use of the 

Internet while on the go and thus, they expect to access the WiFi hotspots while they are on the 

move. Many businesses have taken notice to the extreme dependency on Internet access and have 

used information, communication, and entertainment as new, valuable commodities to make more 

sales by offering free WiFi to customers. Offering fast and free WiFi at businesses can put a 

business on the map for individuals who may not notice it otherwise. Likewise, the customers who 

are passing by will see the network. This will work as a form of free advertisement on mobile 

devices. 

It is vital that customer expectations are being met in order to keep business. At this rate 

consumers are slowly getting accustomed to free WiFi access and this is creating an expectation 

for free WiFi availability. Free WiFi is presently available on private and public transport, libraries, 

hotels, city centers, pubs and even churches. The businesses that do not offer free WiFi must 

embrace this trend, allowing the customers to remain connected to the online world. Failure to do 

so can prove to be quite damaging for business. In addition, the zone can be set up so that a 

landing page is seen by everyone who begins to use the free zone. This page can have a calendar of 

town events, a listing of local eateries, and a page on things to do in the town. This happened in 

Ludlow. In a village of just 800 people, in busy weeks their free Wi-Fi zone is used by more than 

1500 individuals. Most of these users are from out of town, meaning that they have stopped in at 

one of Ludlow’s restaurants or stores and decided to log on to the zone. They might just want to 

check their email, but each of those visitors will see what else the town can offer them as well. 

Summary:    I will support all legislation that promotes businesses providing unrestricted wifi a 

0.25% tax break. 
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Lobbyist Name: Hannah Brennan        

Delegation: Williamsville High School       

Aligned with Preliminary Bill #:        Rlll-10 

 

I encourage the YMCA Youth Legislature to pass a bill that gives businesses a 0.25% tax break if 

businesses provide free unrestricted Wi-Fi. 

This bill would allow everyone internet access from all places who provide it. The Wi-Fi provided by 

the businesses are to be used at your own risk and could possibly have hackers or glitches. Some 

major benefits in wifi include global accessibility, ease of communication, and it could be cost 

effective for businesses. If you have Wi-Fi available, you can get things done for jobs or schools on 

all kinds of devices. It eases communication because if everyone is easily able to get a hold of each 

other work can get done faster and more efficiently. It is cost effective for businesses because Wi-

Fi allows them to quickly install the technology anywhere in their facility and build a secure network 

that can support all of their employees.  

A survey of small businesses with retail places of business said that it increased the amount of 

money spent. The survey focused on independent retail stores, including bars, nightclubs, 

restaurants, fast food places, coffee shops, clothing boutiques, book shops, and salons. People 

tend to stay longer if they can use their tablets and laptops via Wi-Fi.  Of the businesses surveyed, 

almost 62% said that customers spent more time in their shop or facility once Wi-Fi was 

introduced.  

Having access to Wi-Fi also allows people to relay important messages to each other such as amber 

alerts, weather alerts, or emergency news. Since most of the world has the internet at their 

fingertips, we can all benefit from this in different ways.  

Summary:    I will support all legislation that promotes all businesses providing unrestricted wifi a 

0.25% tax break.  
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LLOBBYIST POSITION PAPER 

Lobbyist Name: Zoë Horton   

Delegation: Williamsville High School 

Aligned with Preliminary Bill #:   RIII - 10 

I encourage the YMCA Youth Legislature to pass a bill that mandates businesses offering public 

free Wi-Fi will be given a 0.25% tax break. 

Not only would this bill give businesses a tax break, but also provide the public with free Wi-Fi. A 

tax break means the government is giving a reduction in taxes. This leads to local businesses’ 

profits growing. The business can grow and also contribute to its community by attracting more 

people. These businesses will have an opportunity to make a huge increase in sales and profits due 

to this bill. 

The general public would also benefit from this bill. Everything people need is now virtual. However, 

to access these resources, Wi-Fi is required. GPS, Google, iMessages and many other apps need Wi-

Fi. On average every 7 out of 10 adult americans own a smartphone. In today’s society everything 

is on a smartphone. People are more likely to go to a restaurant, library, shop, etc. with free Wi-Fi.  

Summary:   I will support all legislation that promotes businesses providing unrestricted Wi-Fi a 

0.25% tax break. 
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LLOBBYIST POSITION PAPER 

Lobbyist Name: Kyle Madura 

Delegation: Amos Alonzo Stagg High School 

Aligned with Preliminary Bill #: RII-25 

I encourage the YMCA Youth Legislature to pass a bill that eliminates guilt by association from school 

code of conduct. 

For far too long students have been reprimanded for being associated with someone breaking code of 

conduct, specifically during parties, and it is not fair for the innocent to be subjected to punishment 

under the argument ad hominem, a logical fallacy that makes the argument weaker by gathering support 

from aspects associated with the topic, not directly involved. Philosophy Lander did a study that used 

this fallacy to make a case about an issue, and when the fallacy is directly used, such as associating 

someone with a criminal, so they are guilty of a crime, the overseers voted that the argument was not 

supported well. This fallacy relates to guilt by association due to both being flawed ways to understand 

a situation, and both should not be in school code of conduct. 

These school rules were intended to make students safe, but instead they create more opposition to a 

friendly school environment. A schools can be too much of a watchdog, openly searching for parties 

that break code, and finding anyone associated with them. The Washington Herald conducted a survey 

among high schoolers, asking if stricter policy about parties has influenced their decision to go to them. 

The result was that almost no students, regardless of whether or not they go to parties, were 

influenced by the strict rules. The more successful schools have been the ones who are more passive 

and helpful about the situation, while still being firm. Schools across the state need to be under that 

type of management. 

 Summary: I will support all legislation that eliminates guilt by association from school code of conduct. 
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LLOBBYIST POSITION PAPER 

Lobbyist Name: Ricky Rietjens 

Delegation: Amos Alonzo Stagg 

Aligned with Preliminary Bill #:   RII-25 

I entirely promote the Youth and Government legislature to pass the bill eradicating guilt by association 

from all Illinois public schools code of conduct  

Guilt by association within the public school system has caused far too many educated, responsible 

students to be harshly penalized for simply being healthy social adolescents. Under the current code of 

conduct if students go to an out of school social event such as a party they are being reprimanded for 

being social and are harshly penalized for others mistakes and poor choices. Schools seem to be hunting 

for parties trying to catch anyone involved even when they personally have done nothing wrong. Both 

scholarships as well as national honors society merit have been lost due to this abrasive system that 

students statewide deserve to see change.  

Summary:  I support legislation eliminating  guilt by association from all Illinois public schools code 

of conduct. 
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LLOBBYIST POSITION PAPER 

Lobbyist Name: Mike Kazanecki 

Delegation: Amos Alonzo Stagg High School 

Aligned with Preliminary Bill #: RII-26 

I encourage the YMCA Youth Legislature to pass a bill that lowers the legal penalty for possession 
of marijuana from a felony to a misdemeanor. 

Being in possession of marijuana can get you a felony depending on the amount. Bill RII-26 
recommends making this a misdemeanor offence because having a felony on your record makes it a 
challenge to lead a normal life. Employers are reluctant to give felons jobs, in many fields felons can 
not even get interviews. People with felonies can have parole officers, this limits the felons 
freedoms, if they are trying to support a family, it will not be easy for that person to get a job. 
Felons can also be put under house arrest and given a certain curfew, restraining them from getting 
a job with long hours. “James Daniels knows. After spending nearly three years in prison for a drug 
crime — possession of marijuana with intent to deliver… today he works for a roofing company” 
(archives.jsonline.com). People can still live a relatively normal life, however they can never reach 
their full potential. 

A felony is for real criminals not someone who made one stupid mistake. “Current penalties are so 
tough that many advocates are calling for drug law reform, arguing that current laws crowd prisons 
and unfairly target minorities and lower-income individuals” (Denver Criminal defense.com). This 
also brings up the point that prisons are already overcrowded, a giving people felonies for small 
crimes only makes it worse. 

Summary: This bill needs to be implemented because the current policy not only gives people jail 
time but the perpetrators suffer even after they’ve been released. 
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STATE OF ILLINOIS 

Sixty-Eighth Session 
Illinois Youth Legislature 

 

Introduced by:  Referred to Committee:  Gray 6  

Senate Sponsor: Emma Berry  

House Sponsor: Haley Wooton  

Co-Sponsors: Oliver Ellis, Kathryn Holy  

Delegation:  Wheaton Warrenville South 

 

A BILL 

For an Act Creating Chapter 410, Section 270, Article 1, of the Illinois Compiled Statutes, 
relating to smoking in cars with minors. 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE YMCA YOUTH LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ILLINOIS. 

Section I. Smoking tobacco is prohibited in a vehicle if a person under 16 is present in the 1 
vehicle.  2 

Section II. Smoking is defined as inhaling smoke produced by burning tobacco.  3 

Section III. This law will be enforced by existing police patrolling. This bill will not require 4 
any additional funding. Those found smoking in a vehicle with a child under 16 will be fined 5 
$100 for the first offense. The fine will increase by $50 for each subsequent offense.  6 

Section IV. This Bill shall go into effect on January 1, 2018 upon the signature of the Youth 7 
Governor of the State of Illinois. 8 
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LLOBBYIST POSITION PAPER 

 
Lobbyist Name: Mary Rose Faruggio        

Delegation: Wheaton Warrenville South  

Aligned with Preliminary Bill #:        RI-100 

 

I urge the YMCA Youth Legislature to pass a bill that will make the act of smoking in a car while 

children under 16 years of age are present illegal. 

Many children are put at risk by the numerous health problems resulting from exposure to 

secondhand smoke. In a small and confined space with poor air circulation such as the inside of a 

motor vehicle, the risks of future disease and illness are greatly amplified. While some may attempt 

to argue that it is the right of a parent or guardian to smoke if they so choose, it is the superior 

right of the minor to a healthy environment. This measure does not in any way seek to curtail the 

rights of legal adults to smoke if they so choose, so long as they are not putting others, who are 

not involved in the decision, at risk beyond their choice. In addition, this bill requires no extra 

funding or resources. Clearly, as minors, these children often do not have the independent legal, 

social, or monetary means to provide themselves with transportation. Despite the fact that many of 

these children may have no choice in their exposure to secondhand smoke while traveling in a car, 

it is these same children who are forced to suffer the many resulting dangers to their health, not 

only immediate, but those which frequently appear in later life. These consequences may even be 

fatal. 

Every year secondhand smoke causes roughly 7,330 deaths due to lung cancer and 33,950 deaths 

due to heart disease. In addition secondhand smoke is a definitive cause of stroke. While there is 

no risk free level of secondhand smoke for anyone, children are especially vulnerable. Secondhand 

smoke is responsible for as many as 300,000 lower respiratory infections in children and infants 

under 18 months of age each year, up to 15,000 hospitalizations, and approximately 430 deaths 

resulting from sudden infant death syndrome (SIDS) annually in the United States. Older children 

exposed to secondhand smoke become more susceptible to bronchitis, pneumonia, and illness in 

general, and their lungs will grow less than those of other children. Children may also fall victim to 

severe and frequent asthma attacks, putting their life in danger. Exposure to secondhand smoke is 

dangerous and in these cases often involuntary. 

Summary:    I will strongly support any measure that will defend the rights of children, who do not 

possess the independence to control their environment, to a healthy life. There are no apparent 

drawbacks to this measure, but much can be gained. 
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RIII-08 S-G-22 

SSTATE OF ILLINOIS 

Sixty-Eighth Session 
Illinois Youth Legislature 

 

Introduced by:  Referred to Committee:  Gray 6  

Senate Sponsor: Ashton Henrikson  

House Sponsor: Allison Mool  

Co-Sponsors: Shelby Ziemba, Erica Murray  

Delegation:  Williamsville 

A BILL 

For an Act Creating Chapter 775, Section 55, of the Illinois Compiled Statutes, relating to 
Social Media Privacy. 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE YMCA YOUTH LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ILLINOIS. 

Section I. This Act shall be cited as the Social Media Privacy Act. 1 

Section II. Consistent with Article I, Section 12 of the Illinois Constitution, it is the policy of 2 
the State to protect an individual’s privacy from an unwanted photo, video, or other 3 
likeness appearing on social media. 4 

Section III. Definitions 5 

As used in this act: 6 

“Social Media” means websites and applications that enable users to create and share 7 
content or to participate in social networking. 8 

Section IV. An individual may file a complaint in the county of his or her residence to enjoin 9 
the use of any photo, video, or other likeness appearing on social media without the 10
individual’s permission. 11

Further, an individual may recover up to three times the actual damages incurred as a result 12
of the improper publication of a photo, video, or other likeness without the individual’s 13
permission when the individual had a reasonable expectation of privacy. An individual is 14
entitled to $2,500 as a minimum amount of damages. 15

Section V. This Bill shall go into effect on July 1, 2017 upon the signature of the Youth 16
Governor of the State of Illinois. 17
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S-G-22  

LOBBYIST POSITION PAPER 
 
 
Lobbyist Name: Annie Fulgenzi  

Delegation: Williamsville       

Aligned with Preliminary Bill #:        RIII-08 

 

I encourage the YMCA Youth Legislature to pass a bill regarding the protection of an individual’s 

privacy from any unwanted photo, video, or other likeness appearing on social media. 

We should have some sort of reprimand for when an offender chooses to share another’s intimate 

photos or videos on social media without consent. We need to protect our citizens from this form 

of harassment that threatens the well being of many.  

One study from MSI International found that 1 in 10 ex-partners have threatened to expose 

intimate photos of their ex online. In these instances, the threats were carried out 60 percent of 

the time. This is appalling. Another recent study at a private school found that 25% of it’s students 

that had possession of another individual’s intimate images had also forwarded such an image to 

others. The effect of this distribution can be humiliating and damaging. This form of harassment is 

degrading and often is to harm an individual. We need to be able to provide some security through 

the legal system for victims and individuals being targeted. This Bill will provide such protection and 

security by ensuring a cause of action to sue in a court of law.  

Summary:    I will support all legislation that promotes the protection of an individual’s privacy 

from any unwanted photo, video, or other likeness appearing on social media.   
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LLOBBYIST POSITION PAPER 

Lobbyist Name: Leah Kluemke 

Delegation: Williamsville 

Aligned with Preliminary Bill #:   RIII-08 

I encourage the YMCA Youth Legislature to pass a bill that creates a cause of action that enables 

an individual to sue if another person uploads a photo, video, or other likeness that invades one’s 

expectation of privacy. 

In a recent study published in the Archives of Pediatric and Adolescent Medicine, 28% of 948 high 

school students in Texas said that they had engaged in “sexting”. Another recent study showed 

that 20% of 606 high school students had engaged in sexting. The same study also showed that 

25% of students had forwarded such an image to others. These studies show how commonly 

private images are taken, sent, and forwarded.  

If someone else posts a private picture of another individual without that person’s consent, the 

person who posted the photo should be punished. If the person who took the photo wanted others 

to see the image, they would have posted it themselves. People shouldn’t be able to share pictures, 

videos, or any other media without the consent of that person. Passing this bill would promote 

safety and privacy for everyone. 

Summary:    The Social Media Privacy Act is a great way to help promote safety, privacy, and 

prosperity for everyone. 

Gray - 113



S-G-22 

LLOBBYIST POSITION PAPER 
 
 
Lobbyist Name: Maddie Sloman        

Delegation: Williamsville       

Aligned with Preliminary Bill #: RIII-08      

 

I encourage the YMCA Youth Legislature to pass a bill regarding the protection of an individual’s 

privacy from an unwanted photo, video, or other likeness appearing on social media.  

There are many cases of unwanted pictures and videos being posted via social media. Some cases 

are more extreme than others. These pictures and/or videos could happen during a breakup and/or 

as a result of cyberbullying. These images could be embarrassing, could harm the person’s 

reputation, and could be very humiliating. The State of Illinois is in need of some type of protection 

against this form of harassment.   

In a survey conducted by Canada’s Department of Justice, it is shown that in adults from 18 to 54, 

1 in 10 exes have threatened to expose inappropriate pictures of the other partner. In 60% of 

these cases, this action has been carried out. In another recent study, 606 high school students 

from one private school were used to show how many kids in this age group had sent these 

inappropriate images and/or videos of themselves. Twenty percent of these students said that they 

had sent them and twenty-five percent said they had forwarded said images. The sharing of these 

images could ruin someone’s life and reputation. By having an amendment to the laws against the 

production, possession and distribution of child pornography, we would be lowering more cases of 

child porn and also adults being targeted or attacked.  

The Social Media Privacy Act will help protect those who have be humiliated by the posting of these 

unwanted pictures. 

Summary:    I will support all legislation that protects an individual’s privacy from an unwanted 

photo, video, or other likeness appearing on social media.  
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STATE OF ILLINOIS 

Sixty-Eighth Session 
Illinois Youth Legislature 

 

Introduced by: Referred to Committee: Gray 6  

Senate Sponsor: Madeline Keele  

House Sponsor: Isabel Heitmeyer  

Co-Sponsors: Chase Timmons  

Delegation:  Mt. Vernon 

 

A BILL 

For an Act Amending Chapter 56 1/2 Sec. 4, of the Illinois Compiled Statutes, relating to 
Possession of Cannabis. 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE YMCA YOUTH LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ILLINOIS. 

Section I. It is unlawful for any person knowingly to possess cannabis. Any person who violates this 1 
section with respect to:  2 

(a) not more than 100 grams of any substance  3 

containing cannabis is guilty of a civil law violation punishable by a minimum fine of $100 and a 4 
maximum fine of $200. The proceeds of the fine shall be payable to the clerk of the circuit court. 5 
Within 30 days after the deposit of the fine, the clerk shall distribute the proceeds of the fine as 6 
follows: 7 

(1) $10 of the fine to the circuit clerk and $10  8 

of the fine to the law enforcement agency that issued the citation; the proceeds of each 9 
$10 fine distributed to the circuit clerk and each $10 fine distributed to the law 10
enforcement agency that issued the citation for the violation shall be used to defer the cost 11
of automatic expungements under paragraph (2.5) of subsection (a) of Section 5.2 of the 12
Criminal Identification Act; 13

(2) $15 to the county to fund drug addiction services; 14
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(3) $10 to the Office of the State's Attorneys Appellate Prosecutor for use in training 15
programs;16

(4) $10 to the State's Attorney; and17

(5) any remainder of the fine to the law enforcement agency that issued the citation for the18
violation. With respect to funds designated for the Department of State Police, the moneys19
shall be remitted by the circuit court clerk to the Department of State Police within one20
month after receipt for deposit into the State Police Operations Assistance Fund. With21
respect to funds designated for the Department of Natural Resources, the Department of22
Natural Resources shall deposit the moneys into the Conservation Police Operations23
Assistance Fund;24

(b) more than 100 grams but not more than 500 grams25

of any substance containing cannabis is guilty of a Class B Misdemeanor punishable by a fine 26
and up to 1500 hours of community service; provided that if any offense under this subsection 27
(d) is a subsequent offense, the offender shall be guilty of a Class A Misdemeanor;28

(c) more than 500 grams but not more than 2,000 grams29

of any substance containing cannabis is guilty of a Class A Misdemeanor punishable by a fine 30
and up to 1 year in jail; 31

(d) more than 2,000 grams but not more than 5,00032

grams of any substance containing cannabis is guilty of a Class 4 felony; 33

(e) more than 5,000 grams of any substance containing34

cannabis is guilty of a Class 3 felony. 35

(Source: P.A. 99-697, eff. 7-29-16. 36

Section II. This Bill shall go into effect on January 1, 2018 upon the signature of the Youth 37
Governor of the State of Illinois. 38
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LLOBBYIST POSITION PAPER 
 
Lobbyist Name: Derek Hill         

Delegation: Mt. Vernon Township High School        

Aligned with Preliminary Bill #:        RIII -14 

 

I encourage the YMCA Youth Legislature to pass a bill that reduces the punishment for people 

convicted of possession of cannabis. 

 

The punishment for possession of cannabis should be reduced. In the state of Illinois, it is a 

misdemeanor to possess 10-30 grams of cannabis. This may result in a year of incarceration. This 

is the least amount of time that can be spent in jail for possession in Illinois. This is not reasonable, 

because many other states have a shorter time of punishment or cannabis is legal. For instance, in 

California, you can possess up to 30 grams of cannabis and not be arrested or fined. This is quite a 

difference compared to the state of Illinois.  

 

According to a Vox article, Illinois made 1,669 arrests per 100,000 citizens for possession of 

marijuana. The laws should be lowered to a more reasonable penalty. Fines should also be lowered. 

In Illinois, people can be fined up to $25,000 if it is a felony. People in the state of Texas are only 

fined up to $10,000 if it is a felony. The fines in Illinois are higher than other states and should be 

lowered considerably. If these numbers are reduced, then the laws would be more fair.  

 

Reducing the punishment for possession of cannabis would help make our laws more aligned with 

other states. By reducing the time spent in jail and the amount of money fined, Illinois’ laws on 

possession of cannabis would be more reasonable. 

 

Summary: I will support all legislation that promotes the reduction of punishment for people 

convicted of possession of cannabis.  
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S-G-23 

Lobbyist Position Paper 

 

Lobbyist Name:  Reece Morgan 
Delegation:  Mount Vernon Township High School 

Aligned with Preliminary Bill#: RIII-14 

 
I encourage hat the YMCA Youth Legislature pass a bill that lowers the penalties on marijuana 

possession. 

   
Penalties for marijuana possession should be lowered because marijuana is not a very harmful drug. 

Marijuana compared to alcohol, has never shown to be very harmful to the consumer or the people 

around him or her. It is no secret that drunk people can sometimes have the tendency to harm 
others and cause crime, whereas marijuana usage has never shown to be anywhere close to the 

fatalities that the effects of alcohol has caused. The U.S. Department of Health and Human Services 

estimated that 25 to 30% of violent crimes were as a result of alcohol consumption. As contrast 
the government doesn't even track violent crimes resulting from marijuana usage because marijuana 

has never shown to cause such crimes. 

 
Marijuana possession has led to many fatal police encounters. In 2012 an unarmed teenager from 

the Bronx Ramarley Graham was killed in a bust trying to flush marijuana down the toilet. The 

penalty for possessing more than 10-30 grams of marijuana is a misdemeanor and is punishable by 
one year incarceration and a $2,500 fine. According to ACLU, of the 8.2 million marijuana arrests 

between 2001 and 2010, 88% were just for possession. 

 
Summary:I will support all legislation that promotes lowering penalties on marijuana possession. 
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SSTATE OF ILLINOIS 

Sixty-Eighth Session 
Illinois Youth Legislature 

Introduced by:  Referred to Committee:  Gray 6  

Senate Sponsor: Julia Woelke  

House Sponsor: Ryan Davey  

Co-Sponsors: Dan Sidles  

Delegation: Oswego 

A BILL 

For an Act Creating Chapter 10, Section 20, Article 6 , of the Illinois Compiled Statutes, 
relating to Elections. 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE YMCA YOUTH LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ILLINOIS. 

Section I. The state of Illinois will leave the “Agreement among the States to Elect the 1 
President by National Popular Vote,” and cease assigning all electoral votes based on the 2 
statewide popular vote. The state will now follow a split electoral system in United States 3 
presidential elections in order to show more accurate representation for the citizens of the 4 
state of Illinois. 5 

Section II. The state shall conduct a statewide popular election for President and Vice 6 
President of the United States on the date set by law. Two electoral votes will be cast 7 
based on statewide popular vote. Each remaining electoral vote will be cast based on the 8 
popular vote of each Congressional district’s popular vote that it represents. 9 

Section III. Electors are required by Illinois State Law to cast their vote consistent with the 10
popular vote. A “faithless elector” will be required to resign and pay a civil penalty of 11
$1,000.  Money collected from this fine will go to the general fund of the State Treasury.  12

Section IV. Upon the completion of the United States census every ten years, if federal 13
reapportionment takes place in Illinois, the majority and minority leaders and whips of the 14
state legislature must agree on an independent company to redraw districts according to 15
national law. Following the redistricting, the majority and minority leader and whips must 16
agree on the new district boundaries for it to be approved and finalized. 17

Section V.  This Bill shall go into effect on January 1, 2019 upon the signature of the Youth 18
Governor of the State of Illinois. 19
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LLOBBYIST POSITION PAPER 
 
 
Lobbyist Name: Michael Zessin        

Delegation: Wheaton Warrenville South   

Aligned with Preliminary Bill #:        RI-102 

 

I encourage the YMCA Youth Legislature to pass a bill mandating that a 20 cent fee for distributing 

non-biodegradable single-use plastic bags be put in place.  

 

A fee on plastic bags is essential to keeping the ecosystem of Illinois healthy and thriving. 

Companies will be less likely to use these harmful bags and will most likely choose to switch to 

either paper or reusable bags. The fee will also not be crippling to the companies affected. The fee 

will only be levied on large chain companies that will not be in danger of bankruptcy do to loss of 

business because of the fine. The companies themselves will actually be helped, as 60 percent of 

the revenue generated will be given back to retailers and grocers who are affected by the fee. 

 

Plastic bags are very harmful to the environment. Not only do they harm the ecosystems of the 

land, they are devastating to aquatic ecosystems. According to David Barnes, a marine scientist 

with the British Antarctic Survey who specialises in the impact of marine debris, plastic bags in the 

ocean choke, strangle and starve wildlife. The same happens in Lake Michigan as in the ocean. As 

long as plastic bags are so abundant and unopposed Lake Michigan is slowly being poisoned. There 

is also evidence to show the effectiveness of plastic bag levies. A five pence fee took into effect in 

England on October 5 2015. By December of that year, Tesco, a major british retailer, reported an 

almost 80 percent drop in usage of plastic bags. This same kind of measure can work in the State 

of Illinois, helping the environment and lessening the state’s impact on the Earth. 

 

Summary:    I will support legislation that promotes a fee on plastic bags for environmental 

conservation purposes.  
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STATE OF ILLINOIS 

Sixty-Eighth Session 
Illinois Youth Legislature 

 

Introduced by:  Referred to Committee:  Gray 7  

Senate Sponsor: Nikita Joshi  

House Sponsor: Curtis Circelli  

Co-Sponsors: Julia Martz, Gracie Martin   

Delegation:  Wheaton Warrenville South 

 

A BILL 

For an Act creating Chapter 415, of the Illinois Compiled Statutes, relating to decreasing 
statewide plastic bag usage. 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE YMCA YOUTH LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ILLINOIS. 

Section I. This bill would impose a minimum fee of twenty cents for plastic bag distribution 1 
to patrons at certain retailers and grocers over the length of three years. 2 

Section II. In the first year Target and Walmart will be the starting retailers to charge 3 
twenty cents to patrons for non-biodegradable single-use plastic bags. 4 

Section III. In the second year Ultra Foods and Jewel will be the next grocers to charge 5 
twenty cents to patrons for non-biodegradable single-use plastic bags. 6 

Section IV. In the third year Walgreens and CVS Pharmacy will the final stores to charge 7 
twenty cents to patrons for non-biodegradable single-use plastic bags. 8 

Section V. Sixty percent of proceedings from charged plastic bags will go back to the store 9 
from where the bag was distributed. 10

Section VI. The remaining forty percent of proceedings from charged plastic bags will be 11
granted to the Alliance for the Great Lakes. 12

Section VII. This act shall be enforced by the International Revenue Service in the form of 13
receiving documentation by both store and Alliance for the Great Lakes. If failure of 14
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LLOBBYIST POSITION PAPER 

Lobbyist Name: Ethan Kopp  

Delegation: Wheaton Warrenville South High School  

Aligned with Preliminary Bill #: RI - 102 

I encourage the YMCA Youth Legislature to pass a bill that mandates a minimum fee of 20 cents 

when distributing plastic bags at select retailers to patrons over the course of four years. 

Plastic bags are an immense threat to a global environment and while one state’s pollution may 

seem small it still largely impacts the local environment. More specifically the Chicago Tribune 

reports that tiny fibers of plastic are being found in mass amounts in Lake Michigan. These fibers 

created largely in part due to plastic bags can carry dangerous bacteria as well as spread toxins. 

Plastic bags are a large environmental concern; according to Rutgers plastic bags account for the 

loss of a billion animals each year. Animals all around the world have fallen dead to the decision of 

taking a plastic bag over paper or reusable. These bags not only affect wildlife but also humans as 

well with Rutgers discussing a monsoon in 2005 that affected Mumbai, India. This monsoon 

flooded the city resulting in at least one thousand deaths, after the storm the city officials blamed 

the flooding on plastic bags which clogged gutters and drains leaving no exit for the water. Plastic 

bags not only kill numerous animals around the world each year but also affect humans as well. The 

problem must be stopped as soon as possible. 

While the fee on the bags would certainly help the environment that plastic bags adversely affect, 

the fee would also create a new revenue stream. According to Rutgers the average grocery market 

shopper uses around fifteen bags. With a twenty cent tax on the bags a new revenue flow would be 

created; as sixty percent of the revenue gathered would return to the stores where the tax was 

implemented. The other forty percent would be delivered to the Alliance for the Great Lakes. Not 

only would the tax be a revenue stream but also a deterrent for the consumer to utilize plastic 

bags. Both the revenue stream from the tax and the deterrent it creates will both help the 

environment and people in the state of Illinois. 

Summary:    I will support all legislation that promotes a fee for the use of plastic bags to 

promote a healthy environment. 
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documentation occurs by a single party, said party forfeits their share of the proceedings 15
from sold plastic bags. 16

Section VIII. Stores are required to send receipts of stocked single-use plastic bags to the 17
International Revenue Service along with documentation of sold plastic bags at the start of 18
each month. Twenty-four hours of delay is allowed for retailers and grocers to send in 19
documentation to the International Revenue Service and Alliance for the Great Lakes. 20

Section IX. In order to receive shares of proceedings from sold plastic bags, Alliance for the 21
Great Lakes must send in documentation of sold plastic bags sent by previously stated 22
retailers and grocers. 23

Section X. This Bill shall go into effect on July 1st, 2018 upon the signature of the Youth 24
Governor of the State of Illinois. 25
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RIII-09 S-G-26

SSTATE OF ILLINOIS 

Sixty-Eighth Session 
Illinois Youth Legislature 

Introduced by:  Referred to Committee:  Gray 7  

Senate Sponsor: Zeke Kern  

House Sponsor: Eli Reevis  

Co-Sponsors: Tommy Sagins, Jeffery Miller  

Delegation: Williamsville 

A BILL 

For an Act Creating Chapter 625, Section 70, of the Illinois Compiled Statutes, relating to 
trailer safety hatches. 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE YMCA YOUTH LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ILLINOIS. 

Section I. This bill mandates that all tractor trailers and trailers that are encompassed with 1 
a roof and side panels have a one-way safety hatch. The hatch will only open from the 2 
inside out in case of emergency. It shall be on the side of the trailer. The minimum 3 
dimensions of the hatch shall be 3 feet by 3 feet so that a large adult can escape. There will 4 
be a safety light within the trailer located on the door so a person will be able to find it in 5 
the dark. Only trailers registered in the state of Illinois will be required to have such 6 
hatches. The companies will have one year to have the hatch built into the trailer of all 7 
trailers registered in their fleet. 8 

Section II. If the company that is using the trailer for the shipment of goods across the 9 
state of Illinois fails to adhere to the law, they will face a $500 fine and have six months to 10
implement the hatch into the trailer. The second offense will be a $1,000 fine and a 30-day 11
suspension of the trailer. All offenses occurring after the second will result in a $5,000 fine 12
and a 90-day suspension of the trailer for shipment. This law will be enforced at all weigh 13
stations by State Police and Secretary of State Police. 14

Section III. The company itself will be required to construct the hatch. The trucking 15
companies will receive a tax credit for each road-worthy trailer for the amount not 16
exceeding $500 per safety hatch. The tax credit will be offset by increasing the diesel tax 17
by 2.5% per gallon of diesel fuel. The cost of the hatch is approximately $325.00 and the 18
cost of labor is around $30 to $34 per hour and is approximately a two hour job. The tax 19
collected will offset the cost of the tax credit for the installation and cost of labor. 20

Section IV. This Bill shall go into effect on June 1, 2017 upon the signature of the Youth 21
Governor of the State of Illinois. 22
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S-G-26

LLOBBYIST POSITION PAPER 

Lobbyist Name: Anna McBride  

Delegation: Williamsville  

Aligned with Preliminary Bill #: RIII-09 

I encourage the YMCA Youth Legislature to pass a bill that mandates that all tractor trailers that 

are encompassed with a roof and side panels have a one-way safety hatch. 

States should be mandated to insert safety hatches in all tractor trailers to insure the safety of 

drivers and passengers. Commercial trucks can weigh has much as 80,000 lbs. The weight of these 

vehicles makes it very difficult to make quick movements and maneuver well. The size also makes it 

almost impossible to come to a sudden stop. All of these components make driving tractor trailers 

very dangerous. 

There are about 253 million vehicles on the road today. Out of that 253 million, 15.3 million of 

those are tractor trailers. In 2006 the transportation industry logged that tractor trailers drove 

approximately 432.9 billion miles. This was an increase from the logged 130.5 billion miles in 

2005. Also, according to the National Highway Traffic Safety Administration, nearly 450,000 

accidents involving large trucks occur every year in the U.S. At least 5,000 motorists die every year 

as a result of an accident involving a semi and approximately 140,000 people are seriously injured 

in large truck accidents each year. Of those killed, 74 percent are occupants of a passenger car, 

while only 16 percent are occupants of the truck. 

Inserting these safety hatches will just take another step to ensure the safety of tractor trailer 

drivers and passengers.  

Summary: I will support legislation that mandates that safety hatches be put in all tractor trailers. 
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LLOBBYIST POSITION PAPER 

Lobbyist Name: Ellie Pensabene       

Delegation: Williamsville 

Aligned with Preliminary Bill #: RIII-09 

I encourage the YMCA Youth Legislature to pass a bill that mandates that all tractor trailers and 

any trailer that is enclosed to have a one-way safety hatch going out of the trailer.  

All tractor trailers or enclosed trailers should be mandated to have a safety hatch to prevent semi-

truck drivers or illegal immigrants from being trapped inside the trailer.  There are many stories of 

people dying from this type of incident. For example, in Lubbock Avalanche Journal dated May 15, 

2015, seventeen illegal immigrants were found dead after being trapped inside a trailer.  They were 

said to be so desperate for air that they attempted to claw through the insulation on the back 

door.  A safety hatch in this incidence could also be used for ventilation purposes.  

Without safety hatches, tractor trailers are causing many liability cases.  Recently in June 2015, a 

semi truck caught on fire after a low-speed frontal collision trapping and killing the driver inside. 

There were three eye-witnesses that watched the driver, trapped and conscious, burn to death 

because the trailer did not a have crucial escape hatch. 

National Truckers Association reported that a driver was trapped in his semi when he drove into a 

creek.  The semi went off the interstate and through a wire fence plunging into a creek trapping the 

driver. At an unknown time, the driver was dead. An escape hatch could have possibly saved this 

man’s life as well.  

Summary: I will support all legislation that promotes one-way safety hatches in all tractor trailers 

and enclosed trailers.  
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SSTATE OF ILLINOIS 

Sixty-Eighth Session 
Illinois Youth Legislature 

Introduced by:  Referred to Committee:  Gray 7  

Senate Sponsor: Alex Metrou  

House Sponsor: Aleyna Osmani  

Co-Sponsors: Tahany Harb, Isabella DeCeault  

Delegation: Oswego 

A BILL 

For an Act creating Chapter 105 Section 5 Article 14D, of the Illinois Compiled Statutes, 
relating to School Code and Foreign Language requirements. 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE YMCA YOUTH LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ILLINOIS. 

Section I. This bill requires all Illinois students from Kindergarten through twelfth grade to 1 
learn, with the goal of fluency, one foreign language.  The languages offered will be Spanish 2 
and at least one of the following: Mandarin, French, German, or American Sign Language. 3 
Instruction will take place in all thirteen levels of public education for all languages offered. 4 
Local school districts will be allowed discretion in how to staff and structure curriculum. 5 

Section II. This foreign language requirement will be phased in beginning with the 2019-6 
2020 academic school year at the Kindergarten level. Every year thereafter, the next stage 7 
of the program will be added to the next grade level. Full implementation of the program 8 
will be in effect for all 13 grades by the 2032-2033 academic school year. 9 

Section III. A portion of Illinois State lottery earnings will be used to set up a scholarship 10
fund to help students already enrolled in a teacher education program to become endorsed 11
in one of the five languages mentioned above. 12

Section IV. The Illinois Department of Education in cooperation with the Illinois State Board 13
of Education will be responsible for enforcement of this new and vigorous program. Local 14
school districts will be responsible for the cost of hiring qualified teachers and all curricular 15
materials. 16

Section V. This Bill shall go into effect on August 1, 2019 upon the signature of the Youth 17
Governor of the State of Illinois. 18
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SSTATE OF ILLINOIS 
Sixty-Eighth Session 

Illinois Youth Legislature 

Introduced by:  Referred to Committee:  Gray 3  

Senate Sponsor: Jimin Lee 

House Sponsor: Nabila Sayeedi 

Co-Sponsors: Ashwin Dandapani, Ndallah Njongmeta 

Delegation: Adlai E. Stevenson High School 

A BILL 

For an Act amending Chapter 415, Section 21 of the Illinois Compiled Statutes, relating to 
incentives for driving alternative fueled cars. 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE YMCA YOUTH LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ILLINOIS. 
1 

Section I. This bill will create low carbon transportation programs in an effort to lessen 2 
Illinois’s carbon imprint. 3 

Section II. Initial funding will come from 20% of state tax on premium grade gasoline to regular 4 
grade gas. This funding will be reassessed after one effective year to discuss the efficiency of 5 
the funds being used. 6 

Section III. Taxes for funding will change in accordance to influx of state taxes. Funding  will also 7 
come from 2% of excise taxes on alcohol and tobacco products. This money will  create the 8 
Alternative Fuel Rebate Program. 9 

Section IV. The Alternative Fuel Rebate program will allow applicants to apply for a rebate on 10
alternative fuel vehicle. Alternative fuel vehicles will be defined as any vehicle that is capable 11
of using liquid petroleum gas, natural gas, E85 blend fuel, fuel composed of a minimum 80% 12
ethanol, 80% bio-based methanol, fuels that are at least 80% derived   from biomass, hydrogen 13
fuel, or electricity, excluding on-board electric generation. 14

Section V. This Bill shall go into effect on January 1, 2018 upon the signature of the Youth 15
Governor of the State of Illinois. 16
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PProposal Author(s): Gracyn Allen  

Delegation:  Heritage High School      

Proposal Topic:Illinois needs to enact a law for homeschooling that will give homeschool students and 

public school students an equal opportunity of education. 

Position Statement: Although many homeschooled students are learning the correct curriculum, Illinois 

needs to enact a law to ensure that all students in the state of Illinois are receiving an equal amount 

and quality of education. Right now, Illinois does not have any rules that regulate homeschooling and 

that needs to change. 

Proposal:   
1. About 450 thousand students are homeschooled today in the state of Illinois. We need to

make sure that each of these students are getting an equal opportunity and not falling
behind. We can do this by regulating what work the homeschooled students are doing.

2. Right now, homeschooled students in Illinois do not have a set number of hours that they
have to do school work.

3. The state should implement a way for families to log the amount of hours that they are
learning each day if they are homeschooled to ensure that the students are putting in the
work that they need to to meet their learning standards.

4. Statistics show that 63% of the homeschooled students in Illinois are not at the same level
as other people their age who are in public schools.

5. Illinois needs to regulate what is being taught to students that are homeschooled. I know
many people are receiving the correct education, but this is not the case for everyone. All
homeschooled students should be required to take standardized testing to make sure that
they are at the level that they need to be.

Expected Results: 

Illinois would see higher test scores across the state and would also see more educated people 
going into the workforce. This would also allow people who return to school after being 
homeschooled to be at the same level as the students around them. Less students in Illinois would 
be falling under the standards that they need to meet for their age. 

Illinois YMCA Youth and Government 
State Affairs Forum Proposal 2016-2017 
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PProposal Author(s): Theo Banaszewski       

Delegation: Wheaton Warrenville South High School  

Proposal Topic:Decreasing homelessness and poverty in Illinois       

Position Statement:        We must remove regulations, lower taxes, and welfare restrictions on 

businesses and employment to decrease homelessness and poverty. 

 

Proposal:   
1. The minimum wage is too high to maintain stables jobs across Illinois. We must lower the wage to 

the national minimum of $7.25/hour. Employment opportunities will arise as businesses won’t have 

to pay less-skilled works as much. 

2. The welfare system of illinois is very flawed and doesn’t help the needy as it should. Strengthening 
welfare work requirements, removing exemptions, and narrowing the definition of work will reward 
work and lift people out of poverty. 

3. Lowering taxes on businesses, both corporations and small businesses, allows more money to 
invest in new employees and encourages more businesses to come to Illinois. Key taxes- Business 
district, business/corporate income tax 

4. Increase charter schools especially in the Chicagoland region. Charter schools have proven to help 
heavily minority communities. Our diverse communities that struggle with education will be helped 
out by the introduction of charter schools. 

5. Encourage entrepreneurship among students and the young generation. Opening up zoning 
restrictions on businesses in local towns across Illinois make starting a small business easy. Which 
creates jobs and decreases poverty. 
 
 
Expected Results:  
Prices will decrease and employment will rise as small businesses thrive and corporations 
comeback. Taxable income will rise as people make more money. Welfare costs will decrease for the 
state and people won’t be afraid of working and losing their benefits from welfare. 
What lowering the minimum wage does 

 

Illinois YMCA Youth and Government 
State Affairs Forum Proposal 2016-2017 
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PProposal Author(s): Annika Barron       

Delegation: Wheaton Warrenville South High School        

Proposal Topic: Laws should be enacted to reduce recidivism rates for prisoners in Illinois. 

       

Position Statement:  To inform the people of Illinois about the issue of recidivism rates in Illinois. People 

who have served time in prison are not being provided with enough opportunities to restart their lives 

during their time in prison and after they have been released. Because of this, these people are reverting 

back to committing crimes and end up returning to jail. The Illinois Government should take action in 

order to reduce recidivism in the state. 

 

Proposal:   

1. Correctional systems within prisons should be improved by creating classes that will provide 
more job training and educational opportunities for convicted persons. This would create a 
stronger set of foundational skills for convicts once they are released. 

2. Transitional housing and assistance in a search for a job and a home should be provided for 
inmates when they are initially released from prison as they are beginning to rebuild their 
lives. These would be felons who may not have a home or a job to return to when they have 
completed their sentence. 

3. The Illinois government should give tax incentives, such as a tax credit of $500 after having 
a convicted person employed for 50 hours, in order to promote companies who employ 
people convicted of a felony. 

4. The government should also work to reduce substance abuse within the state, as the drug 
issue is directly related to the issues of crime, imprisonment, and recidivism. This should 
include, but is not limited to, the creation of more drug courts and providing relapse 
prevention therapy as a part of corrections.  

5. Money to fund these actions will come from the money saved due to the reduced rates of 
recidivism. There is a high cost to keeping an inmate in prison, so this money could be put 
into reducing recidivism when convicts are prevented from returning to prison. Any 
additional costs could be paid for with tax money. 

 
Expected Results:  

People who have been to prison will have more opportunities to help rebuild their lives after they 
are released from jail. People will now be able to provide for themselves and others under their 
protection without committing further crimes to do so. Released prisoners will be better able to 
become law-abiding and productive citizens within society. As a result, these people will escape the 
cycle of returning to prison, therefore lowering the recidivism rates within the state of Illinois. 

Illinois YMCA Youth and Government 
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PProposal Author: Emma Bendersky  

Delegation: Mount Vernon 

Proposal Topic: Using standardized tests to evaluate and improve schools. 

Proposal Statement: Standardized tests are currently used to evaluate schools and students. The 

current testing methods are not accurately representing the schools or the students and need some 
improvements.  

Proposal: 

1. Standardized tests don’t value diversity and treat every student as if they were identical.
These tests don’t allow kids to think creatively.

2. Standardized tests should be used to show improvement from year to year.

3. There are many factors that can affect student performance on a standardized test. The
results should be used as only part of the student evaluation process. For example, a good

student could do poorly under stress.

4. Placing too much importance on standardized tests could hinder the growth of students in
other areas not on the test. For example, schools may not put as much emphasis on areas

like art and music.

5. Schools should not be solely defined by the scores of their standardized tests. The
demographic diversity of students plays a large role in how the school performs as a whole.

Looking at improvement from year to year would be a better way to use the results in

evaluating the school as well as the students.
Expected Results: There will be less emphasis on standardized tests and standardized tests won’t 

be the only method to evaluate students and schools. States could evaluate their schools by looking 

at graduation rates, college acceptance rates, and following up on the students after high school. 
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PProposal Author(s): Mia Cinquini 

 
Delegation: Taft High School 

Proposal Topic: What, if any, laws should be enacted to decrease poverty and homelessness in 

Illinois? 
 

Position Statement: The American Recovery and Reinvestment Act should be enacted to help the 

poor while also getting them into the workforce again in Illinois. Along with giving them benefits, 
this law should be made to support the poverty driven and homeless people. 

 

Proposal:  
1. The American Recovery and Reinvestment Act will help the poor, especially the youth, get into 

the workforce by offering job training. This will help with more job opportunities.  

2. The Act will also increase benefits for the Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program (SNAP). 
Benefits will help homeless people get back on their feet again so they can find a job.  

3. The Act also helps families save money by increasing funds in the Weatherization Assistance 

Program. This helps people save money on their energy bills, giving them more opportunities to 
save up and apply for an job.    

4. The American Recovery Reinvestment Act helps people in poverty keep their homes. If they can 

keep their homes, it will decrease homelessness and allow people to feel a sense of pride, and a 
step up in finding a job.  

5. The Act will also raise payment for benefits such as payment in unemployment and social 

security, helping poverty driven people get the resources they need to get back on their feet and go 
into the workforce.  

 

Expected Results:  
If the American Recovery and Reinvestment Act is passed in Illinois, benefits will go up, giving 

homeless and poverty driven people more opportunities to find a job by paying for necessities. 

Along with giving them help for buying the resources they need such as food, water, shelter, etc. 
the act will help them save more money by decreasing energy bills. They will also help people and 

give support for getting back into the workforce by supplying programs, especially for the youth. If 
the youth start now, by the time they apply for a job, they will have the knowledge and experience 

of the workforce.  

 

Illinois YMCA Youth and Government 
State Affairs Forum Proposal 2016-2017 
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PProposal Author(s): Damon Coady       

Delegation: Williamsville    

Proposal Topic: Later start times for Middle School and High School students. 

Position Statement: In order for high school and middle school students to get the proper amount 

of sleep, school should start later for better results in the student's academics.  

 

Proposal:   
1. The proposed school hours would be 9:00 a.m. - 3:50 p.m. The later start times will help with the 

rate of kids being tired, or sleepy during school. It is proven that when schools that start earlier 
than 8:30 a.m., more than 60% of the students to get less that 8 hours of sleep. Students that get 
less than 8 hours of sleep are more prone to depression and their grades suffer from not getting 
enough sleep.  

2. The later start times for teens would be in response to puberty, which temporarily changes your 
sleep patterns, making it harder for teens to fall asleep early, and harder for them to get up in the 
morning.  

3. Surveys show that 50% preferred a start time of 9:00 a.m., and 75% of students said that the ideal 
time for school to start would be 8:30 a.m. or later.  

4. Studies show that later start times can have a positive effect on your GPA in a core course, proven 
throughout multiple districts. The more sleep a student gets, the more a student will be prepared 
and mentally ready to participate and be active in school.  

Expected Results:  

This change in start time should increase the GPA’s of the students. An increase in the amount of 
students that get 8 or more hours of sleep would decrease the negative side effects of not getting 
enough sleep. There will be more conflicts with sports, organized events and jobs, which would lead 
to more afternoon class time being missed to get to games and other organized events, however. 

Illinois YMCA Youth and Government 
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PProposal Author(s): Samuel Cox      

Delegation: Wheaton Warrenville South       

Proposal Topic: Illinois should provide financial support to owners of fuel efficient cars       

Position Statement: In order to promote the use of Hybrids, Electric cars, Alternative Fuel Vehicles 

and plug in Hybrid cars, Illinois must provide tax incentives for the owners of said vehicles. 

   

Proposal:   
1. Illinois will provide a tax incentive of up to $2000 dollars to owners of all Hybrid, Electric, Plug in 

Hybrid and Alternative Fuel Vehicles that are registered within the state. 

2. Illinois will raise the fuel tax on gasoline from 19 cents per gallon to 25 cents per gallon, Illinois 
will also raise the fuel tax on diesel from 21.5 cents per gallon to 27 cents per gallon. 

3. Illinois will exempt owners of fuel efficient cars from paying on toll roads 

 
Expected Results:  
 
More car owners will eventually switch to fuel efficient cars due to the tax incentive. The increase 
in fuel efficient cars replacing older non-fuel efficient cars will result in a better effect on the 
environment 
w.ncsl.org/research/energy/state-incentives-for-hybrid-vehicles.aspx>. 
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PProposal Author:        Chapel Davis 
 
Delegation:            Mount Vernon  
Proposal Topic:  Alternative school schedules would be more effective for school personnel, 
students and families. 
 
Position Statement:  Late start times are beneficial for student health and improving 
academic performance. Start times earlier than 8:30 am do not allow for sufficient sleep for 
teens resulting in poor school performance. Early start times can also add to the stress for 
teachers, coaches, other extra curricular leaders and student families. Starting school after 
8:30 am would reduce these problems. 
 
Proposal: 
1. The late start days will help with families who have trouble getting their children to school 
in the mornings. They will be able to have time to drop their children off and not have a 
struggle getting their kids to the school. They would not have to wait around for their child to 
be picked up by the bus. They also will feel more secure by knowing their kids made it to 
school safely and not worrying if the bus or friend they are riding with made it to school. 

2. The amount of homework given to students causes them to work for long periods of times 
and making them get to bed later. Students also are getting to sleep later and waking up 
earlier than usual. This causes major sleep deprivation and can cause stress and even 
depression.  

3. Later start days would also give school administrators more time to plan lessons and 
discuss issues with the rest of school staff members. This can clean up flaws the school may 
have with traffic in the hallways, student conflict, the current curriculum being taught, etc.  

4. Late start days can also reduce the amount of after school care. Since the school day is 
going later into the day, students whose guardians work until evening hours will be able to 
pick up their child. 

5. After school activities will benefit from this do to less travel to and from school do to 
students being there later and not having to schedule them in the evenings. Volunteer sport 
coaches will be able to finish their jobs and make it to practices and not have to rush. Also, 
safe transportation will be in order. Athletes will not have to be bused to and from school for 
practices since practices will be moved back since school will be later. This will also effect 
traffic because the students will be in school while everyone is driving home. 

Expected Results: 
Students will improve in academic performance and have better health. Teachers and staff 
will be able to have a more productive day at school. Coaches and after school activities will 
have more time to meet and practice, while getting there safely.  All the mentioned items will 
help reduce family stress levels. By having later starts to school days, schools will improve in 
overall performances.  
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PProposal Author: Fiona Ely        

Delegation: Heritage High School       

Proposal Topic:How Illinois can implement programs to reduce recidivism  rates.     

Position Statement: To improve the state’s current re-entry rate of prisons and jails. The state and 

taxpayers are paying far too much to cover the expensive costs (roughly $118,746 per instance) 

Various social, work, and education barriers exist for ex-convicts, making recidivism a likely possibility.  

There are many programs in existence across the nation that have been proven effective in reducing 

recidivism, hence saving the state money. 

  

Proposal:   
1. In keeping with Illinois’ current recidivism rate (over 45% will return within 3 years), 

taxpayers will pay around $5.7 billion dollars over the next 5 years. If Illinois is able to 
lower these rates, we are then saving money in the long run.  

2. The state needs to look at programs that have been assessed and graded Effective. These 
programs should promote active participation and focus on individuals who are at a high-
risk of reoffense. Research has shown that targeting the high-risk population will result in a 
reduction of rates.  

3. Some programs include the “puppy program”, Project BUILD which helps youths in detention 
centers overcome various obstacles. There are also programs that teach social and 
communication skills to prisoners. 

4. Laws and/or incentives should be put in place for trades, professions, and higher education 
institutions to hire and educate ex-convicts. It can be difficult for some individuals to 
acclimate back into society after their incarceration, especially when it comes to trying to 
find employment.    

 
Expected Results:  
 
The state of Illinois can expect to save money, have a better economy, and ultimately a safer state. 
Offenders can come out of prison/jail with a better outlook on the future knowing that it is possible 
for them to become active, equal members of our society. These programs can help Illinois’ financial 
problems and boost our economy with the new jobs.  
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PProposal Author: Brendan Estes 

Delegation: Mt. Vernon 

Proposal Topic: What should Illinois do to improve police and community relations and reinforce the 

protect and serve motto? 

Position Statement: Police and community relations in Illinois have been at an all time low, the trust 

between communities and the police go further and further apart each and every day. As Well as 
the Protect and serve motto has almost vanished. Below shows how Illinois could fund the process 

of improving relations and reinforce the motto. 

Proposal: 

1. Better Training. This would be by the police and would include better body language,
reduced aggression to specific parts of communities, giving everyone a fair chance, and

honesty. All of this would restore the police and community relations and community

members wouldn't feel targeted as well as community members would feel that the police
are there to help.

2. Hands on. This would be the police setting up more events and activities for the kids to get

to know the officers and more meetings for adults to get to know them.
3. Community Policing. By definition this is the system of allocating or assigning officers to

particular areas so that they become familiar with the local inhabitants. Illinois could do this

with the state police and could also train local departments to use it more effectively.  This
would definitely reinforce the protect and serve moto and restore relations.

4. Better Funding. All traffic tickets increased by a $25 surcharge that would go to it’s issuing
department and be used to increase police and community relations by funding hands on

activities and the ability to do more community policing.

Expected results: All of this would improve police and community relations and members of 

communities would understand that the police are there to help, Departments would also now have 

a bigger budget to be able to fund more community activities, Younger people would also have a 
better understanding of what law enforcement are there to do, and overall relations would improve 

and the protect and serve moto would be restored. 
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PProposal Author(s): Mandy Glow 

Delegation: Stagg 

Proposal Topic: Schools should adopt a four day weeks with three day weekends. 

Position Statement: To inform the people of Illinois that a four day school week with three day 

weekends is an appropriate alternate schedule for schools. Illinois is not providing an adequate schedule 

in public schools interferring with students’ learning. Four day weeks with three day weekends fix this 

problem for schools and students. 

Proposal:  
1. Students score higher on tests at schools on a four-day schedule than schools with a

five-day schedule. Test scores will increase because of the longer weekend students
will have to study.

2. Transportation costs would decrease because of the reduction of school days. School
buses will only have to be used for four days instead of five, which will save schools’
money in the transportation department.

3. Student attendance is increased because of the four-day schedule. Students are more
inclined to come to school all four days because it is a shorter amount of school time.

Expected Results: 

Students’ test scores will improve because of the increased amount of study time with the longer 
weekend. Schools will pay less money for transportation because of the reduction of days which 
means that that money can be used to increase teachers’ salaries. Also, attendance numbers will 
increase because of the decrease in school days. 
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PProposal Author(s):  Evan Fortner   

Delegation: Williamsville High School 

Proposal Topic:What should be done to better utilize the natural resources of Illinois to become an 

energy leader in production and conservation? 

Position Statement: Illinois should utilize the renewable power sources that are available such as 

wind, solar, hydroelectric and geothermal power, and limit the use of fossil fuels that pollute the 

environment 

Proposal:  
1. Put more tax money towards the research and development of renewable energy and cut

funding from fossil fuel companies

2. Educate the population more on how our carbon output is affecting the environment in a

negative way and how we can change it by focusing on the subject more in schooling, there
for hopefully increasing the amount of students going into the field of energy.  They can

work to find better ways to utilize renewable resources and to make more solar plants and

wind turbine farms, which will then help the industry as a whole
3. An average coal power plant produces 3.5 million tons of carbon dioxide per year and we

must lower that. To do so we assign “Carbon Caps” to each fossil fuel burning power plant

in the state.  One plant will be able to emit up to 3 million tons of carbon per year to meet
this goal.  If they don't go over this “cap” they will receive a tax cut.  If they do go over

their amount, not only will they not get the tax cut, but will be fined for every 1,000 tons

of carbon over the limit they produce.
4. We must improve our state’s electrical grid, as well as construct the transmission

infrastructure needed to connect renewable energy facilities to cities and regions with high

power demand.
5. Give renewable power plants such as solar and wind farms tax breaks until a larger portion

of the state’s power comes from renewable resources

6. Simply build more solar and wind farms, hydroelectric dams and geothermal power plants.

Expected Results: 

These proposals should not only help Illinois produce more energy but also help the environment 
drastically.  Renewable energy is the energy of the future and we need to start implementing it into  
our infrastructure.  Our state is the 9th largest producer of energy in the country, but we are also 
the 4th largest carbon producer in the country and that must change.  If we increase the amount of 
of renewable energy power plants in the state, we can increase the amount of energy produced and 
lower the amount of carbon we emit.  It's a win-win situation.  We increase the amount of energy 
we produce, and we make many new jobs, and we also help save the environment. 
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PProposal Author: Annibelle Harrison 

Delegation: Mt.Vernon 

Proposal Topic:  Illinois schools should adopt late start schedules for the betterment of student learning. 

Position Statement: To inform the people of Illinois that alternative schedules can help Illinois schools be 
more effective. Very few schools allow these changes in Illinois. The existing start times, for example, are not 
improving learning and development.  

Proposal: 

1. The start times of Illinois schools are only hurting the students and decreasing their learning 

chances. Forty-three percent of Illinois schools have start times that begin before 8:00 a.m. 

According to sleepfoundation.com, the majority of teenagers get 7 hours of sleep or less. 

Adolescents get their best sleep between the hours of 11:00 p.m. and 8:00 a.m.. With students 

having the opportunity to sleep later in the morning, they may not have to get up before 8:00 a.m.. 

This would allow them to have a greater opportunity to get the needed hours of sleep.  

2. Teens need between 8.5 to 9.5 hours of sleep each night for maximum performance. Because of 

things such as homework and extracurricular activities, students that have trouble getting to bed 

early enough to have the opportunity to get the sleep their bodies need. If students can sleep later in 

the mornings, they have a much better chance at getting the needed hours of sleep to be their best. 

Sixty-nine percent of U.S. students do not get the needed hours of rest each night to be there best. 

Approximately 69 percent of students do not get the needed hours of sleep. 

3. Shifting start times to after 8:55 a.m. can help students get more quality rest and learn more 

effectively in school. For example, if school starts at 8:55, a student who went to bed at 11:00 p.m. 

and woke up at 7:45 a.m., would get 8 hours and 45 minutes of sleep. The brain function of a teen 

student who gets between 8.5 and 9.5 hours of sleep, is drastically better than one who got less 

sleep than 8.5 hours.  

4. If schools can push back the start times by a minimum of 55 minutes, they will see the effectiveness 

of their students start to increase. Higher involvement rates, higher test scores, more precise 

memory and better processing skills are just a few of the benefits of this change.  

5. If students are learning more effectively and becoming more successful in school, the number of 

students who graduate from high school could potentially increase. Teens also have an increased 

chance of having a car accident when they are driving after having less than 8.5 hours of sleep. 

Depression, impaired physical function and increased tobacco, drug, and alcohol use can be caused 

by, over a long period of time, sleeping  less than 8.5 hours. By these things being decreased, we 

could see things change for the better, such as lower unemployment rates and less crime.  

 

Expected Results: More students will be successful in school, graduate from high school and will have the 

potential to have good jobs and lead successful lives with this simple change. With early start times, so many 

schools are limiting their students’ potential without even knowing it. If Illinois schools are not allowed to 

have a start time earlier than 8:55, students will reap the benefits of a better education. This is a subject 

that needs to be talked about more and schools should know the real facts. This can drastically increase the 

success of our state and its future.  
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PProposal Author: Olivia Heinzman 

Delegation: Mt.Vernon 
Proposal Topic:  Illinois schools should adopt alternative schedules for the betterment of student 

learning. 

Position Statement: To inform the people of Illinois that alternative schedules can help Illinois 
schools be more effective. Very few schools carry out these changes in Illinois. The existing start 

times, for example, are not improving learning and development.  

Proposal: 
1. The start times of Illinois schools are only hurting the students and decreasing their learning

chances. Forty-three percent of Illinois schools have start times that begin before 8:00 a.m.

The majority of teenagers get 7.5 hours of sleep or less.
2. Teens need between 8 to 10 hours of sleep each night. They might have things such as

homework and extracurricular activities, students that have trouble getting to bed early enough

have the opportunity to get the sleep their body’s need if they go to bed earlier.. If students
can sleep later in the mornings, they have a much better chance at getting the needed hours of

sleep to be their best quality. Sixty-nine percent of U.S. students do not get the needed hours

of sleep each night. Adolescents get their best sleep between the hours of 11:00 p.m. and 8:00
a.m..

3. Shifting start times to after 8:55 a.m. can help students get more quality rest and learn more

thoroughly at  school. For example, if school starts at 9:00, a student who went to bed at
11:00 p.m. and woke up at 7:45 a.m., would get  8 hours hours and 55 minutes of sleep. The

brain function of a teen student  who gets between 8.5 and 9.5 hours of sleep, is drastically

better than one that got less sleep than 8.5 hours.
4. If schools can push back the start times by a minimum of 55 minutes, they can begin seeing the

effectiveness of their students start to increase. Higher involvement rates and higher test

scores, more precise memory and better processing skills are just a few of the benefits of this
change.

5. If students are learning more thoroughly and becoming more successful in school, the number

of students who graduate from high school could potentially increase by 75%. Teens also have
an increased chance of having a car accident when they are driving after having less than 8.5

hours of sleep. Depression, impaired physical function and  increased tobacco, drug, and alcohol

use are all largely caused by less than 8.5 hours of sleep. By these things being decreased, we
could see things change for the better, such as lower unemployment rates and less crime.

Expected Results: More students will be successful in school, graduate from high school and will 

have the potential to have good jobs and lead successful lives with this simple change.  With early 
start times then they do now, so many schools are limiting their students’ potential without even 

knowing it. If Illinois schools are not allowed to have a start time earlier than 8:55, students will 

reap the benefits of a better education.  This is a subject that needs to be talked about more and 
more so schools should know the real facts. This can drastically increase the success of our state 

and its future.  
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PProposal Author:  Lexy Henrikson     

Delegation: Williamsville   

Proposal Topic:Electoral College Distribution of Votes        

Position Statement:  The current electoral college distribution winner-take-all system in Illinois 

should be modified.  

 

Proposal:  
1. The purpose of the electoral college is to be a compromise between election of the President by the 

vote of Congress and the popular vote of the people. In order to let the entire popular vote be 
represented, the current winner-take-all system of electoral votes should be modified. Illinois can 
adopt the Congressional District Method, also used by Maine and Nebraska. The winner of the 
popular vote of each congressional district in Illinois would be given one electoral vote, and the 
statewide winner would be given the remaining two votes from the Senate. 

2. Each voter will be voting for their congressional district which is about 710,000 people compared 
to 12,800,000 people statewide. By giving each congressional district one vote every vote would 
be 18 times more likely to affect the outcome of who gets an electoral vote. 

3. The primary elections would not be affected by this modification because each party determines the 
rules for how the candidates are selected across the nation. The electoral college is not involved in 
the primary elections. 

4. Modifying the electoral college this way, Illinois would still be abiding by Article 2 Section 1 of the 
U.S. Constitution which states that each state shall appoint electors to vote for the President. The 
process for changing the Constitution, such as abolishing the electoral college, would be much more 
difficult than changing how Illinois distributes its votes. 
 
Expected Results:  
 
If Illinois were to adopt the Congressional District Method, there could be several positive 
outcomes. By increasing the importance of a single vote by eighteen times, more people would vote 
because they feel their vote matters. Also, this would be a good compromise for people for and 
against the electoral college. Rather than abolishing it, Illinois would have a new procedure to 
adapt to that has the ultimate goal of representing the popular vote in Illinois.  
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PProposal Author: Baylee Holloway 

Delegation: Mt. Vernon 

Proposal Topic: Illinois schools should adopt alternative schedules for the betterment of student 

learning. 

Position Statement: To inform the people of Illinois that alternative schedules can help Illinois 

schools be more effective. The start times as of right now, are not improving learning and 
development. If schools carried out these changes, we would most likely see a dramatic rise in their 

improvement. 

Proposal: 

1. Illinois schools’ start times are only hurting the students and decreasing their learning
opportunities. A majority of Illinois schools have start times that begin before 8 a.m.

2. Many studies show students need between 8 ½ - 9 ½ hours of sleep per night to function
to the best of their abilities. Many students have trouble getting to bed early enough to get

the right amount of sleep due to extra curricular activities and homework. If students were

allowed to sleep in later, they would all have more potential to succeed.
3. If schools would shift their start times to around 9 a.m., students would receive the amount

of sleep they need and learn more effectively in school. For example, if schools start at 9, a

student who went to bed at 11:00 p.m. and woke up at 8 a.m. would receive 9 hours of
sleep.

4. If schools started to push back their start time at least an hour, they would begin to see

the student’s improvements in school work and on tests. Higher test scores and more
involvement during class are just a few of the benefits of this time change.

5. Learning more effectively and becoming more successful in school could also potentially

increase the number of high school graduates. The number of teen car accidents could also
decrease due to more sleep. Allowing students to get more rest could also decrease

unemployment rates and less crime because drug and alcohol use, tobacco, depression, and

impaired physical function are more likely to happen when teens have less than 8 ½ hours
of sleep.

Expected Results: With early start times, Illinois schools are limiting their students’ potential 

without even realizing it. With a change of a school's starting time at 9 a.m., this could drastically 
increase the number of students successful in school, the number of students to graduate, and 

many more students will have the potential to have a successful job and future life. This small 

change could also increase the success in our state and its future.  
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PProposal Author(s): Alicja Jaworska 

Delegation: Amos Alonzo Stagg High School 

Proposal Topic: What should Illinois do to decrease the rate of teen substance abuse? 

Position Statement: Putting a more severe push on observing teens constantly during school will result 

in the decline of substance abuse. 

Proposal:  
1. With the state providing annual substance checks in school the teens will be more

frightened and will be more cautious to reducing their use of narcotic or alcoholic
substances. There should also be specific punishments assigned to anyone who is
caught. Along with the school providing support for anyone who has a hard time
withdrawing from usage or feels any way pressured into handling any of these
substances.

Expected Results: 
1. Organize random drug tests during unplanned times during the school year.
2. Teens who are caught with unapproved use of substances will be punished.
3. Schools will provide programs to help teens get over any recent substance abuse

problems or help inform them about all the negatives that follow with substance
abuse.

4. There should also a specific person authorized to be able to talk to students in case
they need any comfort or aid in their situation.

At first , results will not change drastically. But, overtime teens will be more attentive to the 
negative consequences that are provided if caught under any circumstance. This will be a abrupt but 
well needed wake up call that will sooner or later help students create their own good decisions 
about how they want to live their lives. With the school providing a secure environment students will 
be more invested in making the right choices. Along with having the ability to come to adults for help 
knowing that they will not be automatically judged. This would result in a decline of substance abuse 
which will spark a chain of events that will slowly start to solve this issue on step at a time. 
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PProposal Author: Julia Kienzler  

Delegation:  Williamsville     

Proposal Topic: Decreasing the rate of teen substance abuse in Illinois     

Position Statement: This proposal will enforce random drug testing in all Illinois schools and require 

parents to attend a mandatory drug education class during the year just prior to their child turning 

age 12.  By implementing these laws, we will see a decrease in teen drug use and earlier 

intervention for drug problems. 

Proposal:  The Illinois government needs to evaluate the existing education programs to determine 
what is working and what is not. In the past five years the Illinois General Assembly has decreased 
funding for addiction prevention by 40%.  

1. Reinstate funding for drug education/prevention programs. An estimated 267,000 children age
twelve and over in our state are abusing illegal and prescription drugs. Only 11.7% are receiving
treatment. Statistics show that availability and use of drugs such as heroin have crossed all
socioeconomic levels. With drug use at epidemic proportions, reinstating funding is imperative.

2. Evaluate existing education programs and reallocate funding to only those drug
education/prevention programs that have shown to be successful.

3. Pharmaceutical companies marketing prescription drugs in Illinois will be required to put 10% of
their net profit towards education.

4. Move appropriate funding into a new drug education/prevention program targeted towards parents.
Before their child turns twelve, parents will be required to attend a drug education/prevention
program. This would then be required again during their Freshman year. Education needs to begin in
the home at an early age and should involve parents.

5. Classes will be taught by state certified drug education specialists.

6. Random drug testing in high schools will be administered at a set minimum number of times during
the school year. Additional testing may be approved should the school feel that it is necessary.
Required random drug testing would allow for earlier drug use intervention.

7. If parents do not attend a class or a student refuses to submit to the random drug testing, legal
actions will be taken.

Expected Results:

By reinstating state funding for successful existing programs and utilizing additional funds
provided by pharmaceutical companies, we will have the resources to enforce mandatory random
drug tests in all Illinois high schools; require students to attend mandatory drug
education/prevention classes beginning prior to age twelve; require parents to become actively
involved in drug education/prevention resulting in a decrease in teen drug use and earlier
interventions for drug addiction.
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PProposal Author(s): Madison Karr 

Delegation: Stagg High School 

Proposal Topic: High school schedules should have four day weeks with three day weekends. 

Position Statement: To alter the current schedule of five school days and two weekend days would be 

productive for high school students. By changing this schedule it gives students time for rest, reduces 

stress, allows kids to take part in other activities and clubs, and grants more time for jobs. Five day 

weeks are not adequate for the load on students in high school. 

Proposal:  
1. By having three day weekends and four day school days allows students to maintain

the healthy hours of sleep. Not receiving the correct amount of sleep affects students
ability to learn and concentrate. Numerous studies express the importance of teens
getting 8-10 hours of sleep every night. Reports show that only 15% of teenagers
receive 8 hours of sleep on school nights. Sleep is vital to teens especially because of
their developing brains.

2. By revising the schedule to four school days and three weekend days would reduce
teen stress. 31% of teens report feeling overwhelmed and 30%  report feeling
depressed as a result of stress. Students need more time to complete all of the
demanding school work.

3. Altering the current schedule would allow kids to take part in other activities and
clubs. Colleges value student involvement in order to see if a student has dedication,
leadership, balance, and specialization. More time is needed in order to participate in
clubs/ activities and current school schedules do not give enough.

4. Modifying the regular schedule grants students more time for jobs which is helpful in
various ways. Many teens need to have a job in order to go to college or even to meet
the basic living standards. Studies show that the total number of people living in low-
income working families now stands at 47.5 million, including 23.5 million children. They
also show that only 1 in 10 low-income families can afford college.  Revising this
schedule will not only allow teens to have a job, but to also have a better future overall.

Expected Results: 

With the change of four school days and three weekend days, students’ overall education and health 
would improve. Adding on, students would have more time for jobs and activities/clubs which would 
result in them being more college-bound. Less stress and more rest will better students’ well-being. 
In other words, this schedule change would immensely improve students’ lives. 

Illinois YMCA Youth and Government 
State Affairs Forum Proposal 2016-2017 

Gray - 152



IIllinois YMCA Youth and Government  
SState Affairs Forum Proposal  22016--22017  

Proposal statement: Standardized tests are not needed to make schools better and show student 

improvements 

Proposal Author: Stevie Koontz 

Delegation: Mt. Vernon 

Proposal Topic: Using Standardized tests to evaluate and improve school and teaching. 

Proposal: 

1. Standardized test scores don't show all of a student’s knowledge that can also be useful in life. Standardized

test expect all students to be the same, almost like a “one size fits all” deal. Schools have also have cut back

on the arts, civics, science, history, and physical education because those subjects are not in the

standardized tests. Some of the textbooks and lessons that schools use are not those of the lessons on the

tests. These tests don't let students explore the creativity and different fields. Some better ways to evaluate

student achievement could be teacher observation, documentation of student work, and performance-based

assessment. These ways involve direct evaluation of real learning tasks and provide useful materials to

teachers, parents, and students. Studies say that standardized testing costs the schools almost $1.7 billion a

year. If schools cut back standardized testing, they would be saving the school money, which they could use

to include other subjects or more ways to grow as a student. Finland is a nation that uses these evaluation

methods and are very successful in it.

2. Standardized tests aren't very accurate either. These tests are very important so students will do anything to

pass them. Some cheat and even use performance drugs. Students also stress about these tests, which is

called test anxiety. Stress can take a big toll on your testing ability which makes it very unfair for students

who deal with stress poorly or are poor test takers. These tests only show the results for a single test. A

student could score badly on this test but do really good in class. Because of these test scores this could

make the student look bad in front of colleges and other schools. So a test may not be very accurate of that

student's knowledge.

3. Standardized tests should be done in a way to show student improvement rather than having a set goal and

rankings for student knowledge. This does not help the teacher or the student. The teachers have been trying

to help the students grow in education. 55% of Americans oppose standardized test scores being used to

evaluate teacher performance. And almost 75% of teachers say that standardized tests are not important.

They should both be evaluated in improvement over time and not for just one test. Sometimes at the end of

the year the school is judged on how their test scores are, which shouldn't be like that.  About 70% of

students in IL did not meet the standardized testing goals. If students do not meet the set goal on

standardized tests, they are looked down upon. This discourages the student to take the test, but if they are

congratulated on improving they'll want to keep improving.

Expected results: standardized tests will be improved to expand in student knowledge instead of just math, 

science, English and language. They will also show more of student improvement and creativity.  
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PProposal Author(s): Nicolas Kopanis 

Delegation: Amos Alonzo Stagg High School 

Proposal Topic: An effective alternate  school schedule 

Position Statement:  In order for students to be fully functional for their day, schools need to adjust 

their schedules and make study hall period(s) optional. Study hall period(s) should be optional and moved 

to either after school hours or zero hour because study hall is not an educational period for everyone. If 

a student does not feel that study hall is necessary for their day then they have the option to come home 

earlier to focus on other important things such as: after school activities, home study time, 

decompression time, family time and ultimately get to sleep earlier. 

 

Proposal:   
1. Sleep is an important factor in a student’s awareness in and out of school. Currently, 

the majority of teenagers do not receive enough sleep for proper development and 
alertness for their next day. According to the Nationwide Children’s hospital it is said 
that the average teenager gets seven hours of sleep. Teenagers need nine hours of 
sleep to be fully rested for their next day. To solve this problem, cut one hour off of 
school at the end of the day giving students a larger portion of time to get things 
done and have a full night of rest. 

2. After school activities are important to keep students active. Some students do not 
participate in after school activities because of homework and family time. If the 
school schedule were to be rearranged to make the day shorter, students would have 
more free time, allowing those who do not enroll in after school activities a chance too. 
This would keep students more active and engaged in extracurricular activities. 

3. Family time is appropriate to a child because it is good to have a healthy relationship 
with family members. With the tight school schedules of today, it can be hard 
sometimes to find a moment to spend with a pupil’s family. If school schedules were to 
be altered, then it would allow for more family time for the student to experience. 

4. Study hall is a great period for catching up on homework during the school day. Some 
students have already have caught up with their studies giving them a free period to 
do absolutely nothing. Those students find themselves on their phones or trying to 
pass the time. This period should be made optional for those who feel it is needed. 
This allows more time after school to work on any unfinished work. Having an entire 
period dedicated to doing things that should be done at home offers no educational 
value and should be deemed optional. Time is critical during school life and more time 
can be the students’ with this adjustment to the regular schedule. 

Expected Results:  
More students would be granted time to sleep more, participate in afterschool activities, 
increase family time, and allow them a sufficient amount of time to complete homework just 
by making Study hall optional. Time management would become easier potentially giving the 
student free time to decompress from their long day of school. 
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PProposal Author(s): Julian Kurowski 

Delegation: Wheaton Warrenville South High School 

Proposal Topic: Electric and Hybrid vehicles should receive incentives.  

Position Statement: To promote the use of ZEV (Zero Emission Vehicles) owners should receive 

bonuses. These bonuses would incentivize people to buy ZEV, specifically Teslas.  Teslas should be 

incentivized more than other ZEV since they contribute most to society (advanced use of AI, most 

advanced car & engine & battery).  Most people do not buy ZEV cars since they’re either expensive 

or not as good as their fuel alternative, however incentivizing people to buy ZEV would not only 

benefit our environment, but would also invigorate and strengthen the economy and technological 

industry since more other these vehicles would be produced and purchased. 

Proposal:  

1. Create carpool lanes on all major roadways within the state and allow all ZEV to use them,

regardless of how many passengers are inside of the vehicle.

2. All cities must offer free municipal parking for all ZEV.

3. No sales tax on ZEV.

4. $1,500-$7,500 Income Tax Credit, based on car company & battery type.

5. Issue all Tesla cars an extra $2,000 Income Tax Credit. Teslas should receive this additional tax

credit because they contribute the most to advances in ZEV technology and in AI.

Expected Results: 

More Environmentally friendly vehicles will be made and purchased. Companies that produce ZEV 
will have a higher demand for their product, ergo more cars, jobs and money shall be made. Also, 
Tesla’s have an autopilot system that is proven to keep cars safer and prevent accidents. The more 
ZEV bought, the larger the advances in AI (artificial Intelligence) shall be. The environment shall 
also benefit from more ZEV driving around since they do not emit any gasses. 
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PProposal Author: Goda Kurpalis    

Delegation: Taft High School   

Proposal Topic: What alternative schedules should Illinois schools adopt to be more effective? 

Position Statement: The schools of Illinois should have later starting times, in order for students to 

be more productive during school 

Proposal:  
1. Illinois schools should have later start times, and later end times. The start times should be around

10 or 9a.m., and school should end at 4p.m. or even 3p.m. Students need to be well rested in order

to perform better in their classes. Some students aren’t able to be well rested, because they have
to stay late for sports or clubs.

2. According to The Atlantic “Researchers analyzed data from more than 9,000 students at eight high

schools in Minnesota, Colorado, and Wyoming and found that shifting the school day later in the
morning resulted in a boost in attendance, test scores, and grades in math, English, science, and

social studies. Schools also saw a decrease in tardiness, substance abuse, and symptoms of

depression. Some even had a dramatic drop in teen car crashes.”
3. For a teenager, the right amount of sleep isn’t only important for a better academic performance,

but also for their health in general. A report on teens and sleep states, “Sleep is vital to your well-

being, as important as the air you breathe, the water you drink and the food you eat. It can even
help you to eat better and manage… stress.”

4. Many teenagers suffer from sleeping disorders from lack of sleep due to early starting times of

school such as 7a.m. “Many teens suffer from treatable sleep disorders, such as narcolepsy,
insomnia, restless legs syndrome or sleep apnea.” In order to prevent sleeping disorders, Illinois

schools would have to change school starting times to 9 or 10 a.m. in order for students to be

better rested.
5. Teenagers need about 8 to 10 hours of sleep, but since schools start too early, students aren’t

getting the right amount of sleep. With a later start to the day, students will be able to get a full

amount of sleep. Also, their academic performance and mental health will improve as well. Illinois
schools should change their start times to 10a.m.

Expected Results:  
Illinois schools will change their start times to a later time order for students to be well rested, and 

be able to perform physically and academically more effectively.  
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PProposal Author(s):  Jasmyn Mahnee       

Delegation: Williamsville High School   

Proposal Topic:Illinois uses standardized testing to evaluate student learning and teacher 

performance. How should Illinois use these to improve schools?       

Position Statement: The way schools and the state laws make the tests needs to be improved.  

Proposal:   

1. They aren't a reliable way to test students intelligence. 50-80% of year-over-year test score 

improvements were temporary and "caused by fluctuations that had nothing to do with long-term 

changes in learning 

2. Theses tests don’t allow students to be diverse. They treat every student like they are the all 

identical and give them all the same test as if there are aren't students with dyslexia, or other 

learning disabilities.  English language learners take tests in English before they have mastered the 

language. Special education students take the same tests as other children, receiving few of the 

accommodations usually provided to them as part of their Individualized Education Plans. They 

expect students to meet requirements of others who may be more fit for the test than others. 

3. These tests put students under a lot of unnecessary stress. Most students are under so much 

stress that they can not focus on the work and what is on the test they more worry about the 

score/grade. Most students often cheat or take drugs to help them pass these tests instead of 

simply learning the material. 

4. Using test scores to reward and punish teachers and schools encourages them to cheat the system 

for their own gain. Standardized tests are an imprecise measure of teacher performance, yet they 

are used to reward and punish teachers. According to a Sep. 2010 report by the Annenberg 

Institute for School Reform, over 17% of Houston teachers ranked in the top category on the Texas 

Essential Knowledge and Skills reading test were ranked among the two lowest categories on the 

equivalent Stanford Achievement Test. The results "were based on the same students, tested in the 

same subject, at approximately the same time of year, using two different tests." 

 
Expected results: Teachers will be more focused on the material and content of the test instead of 

how the test is going to be set up. Students will learn instead of memorize and cheat. Standardize 

tests will be revised to fit each child and test them on more than just the core classes.  
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PProposal Author(s): Nicole Marsh 

Delegation: Stagg High School  

Proposal Topic: High school schedules should have four day weeks with three day weekends. 

Position Statement: To alter the current schedule of five school days and two weekend days would be 

productive for high school students. By changing this schedule it gives students time for rest, reduces 

stress, allows kids to take part in other activities and clubs, and grants more time for jobs. Five day 

weeks are not adequate for the load on students in high school. 

Proposal:  
1. By having three day weekends and four day school days allows students to maintain

the healthy hours of sleep. Not receiving the correct amount of sleep affects students
ability to learn and concentrate. Numerous studies express the importance of teens
getting 8-10 hours of sleep every night. Reports show that only 15% of teenagers
receive 8 hours of sleep on school nights. Sleep is vital to teens especially because of
their developing brains.

2. By revising the schedule to four school days and three weekend days would reduce
teen stress. 31% of teens report feeling overwhelmed and 30%  report feeling depressed
as a result of stress. Students need more time to complete all of the demanding school
work.

3. Altering the current schedule would allow kids to take part in other activities and
clubs. Colleges value student involvement in order to see if a student has dedication,
leadership, balance, and specialization. More time is needed in order to participate in
clubs/activities and current school schedules do not give enough.

4. Modifying the regular schedule grants students more time for jobs which is helpful in
various ways. Many teens need to have a job in order to go to college or even to meet the
basic living standards. Studies show that the total number of people living in low-
income working families now stands at 47.5 million, including 23.5 million children. They
also show that only 1 in 10 low-income families can afford college.  Revising this
schedule will not only allow teens to have a job, but to also have a better future overall.

Expected Results: 

With the change of four school days and three weekend days, students’ overall education and health 
would improve. Adding on, students would have more time for jobs and activities/clubs which would 
result in them being more college-bound. Less stress and more rest will better students’ well-being. 
In other words, this schedule change would immensely improve students’ lives. 
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PProposal Author(s): Maria Martin       
Delegation:  Williamsville      
Proposal Topic: What should Illinois do to improve police and community relation and reinforce The 
Protect and Serve Motto?        
Position Statement: LA    
 
Proposal:   
1. Law enforcement agencies and professional organizations in Illinois should review the 2015 final 
report from the President's Task Force one 21st century policing and identity opportunities to implement 
recommendations from the plan.  There are 59 recommendation based on the following six pillars 

Pillar 1: Building trust and legitimacy - People are more likely to obey the law when they believe that 
those who are enforcing it have the legitimate authority to tell them what to do . . . . The public confers 
legitimacy only on those they believe are acting in procedurally just ways. 

Pillar 2: Policy and oversight - Citizens have a constitutional right to freedom of expression, 
including the right to peacefully demonstrate. 

Pillar 3: Technology and social media - Implementing new technologies can give police departments 
an opportunity to fully engage and educate communities in a dialogue about their expectations for 
transparency, accountability, and privacy. 

Pillar 4: Community policing and crime reduction - Community policing requires the active building of 
positive relation- ships with members of the community. 

Pillar 5: Training and education - Hiring of cers who re ect the community they serve is important not 
only to external relations but also to increasing understanding within the agency. 

Pillar 6: Officer safety and wellness - The wellness and safety of law enforcement of cers is critical 
not only to themselves, their colleagues, and their agencies but also to public safety. 

2. State of Illinois should allocate funds to support programs for law enforcement agencies to initiate 
positive nonenforcement activities to engage communities, as a way to proactively promote public trust.  The 
following initiatives are occurring across the state and resources should be allocated to expand these types 
of programs so more communities have non-enforcement-related interactions on a regular basis. 

Cops with Kids, Neighborhood Watch, Business Watch, National Night Out, area bike patrols, citizens 
and youth police academies, offers classes free of charge to teach and promote safety, car seat installations, 
gun lock giveaways, prescription drug collection programs, etc. 

3. State of Illinois should re-introduce HB0104 which creates the Police Sensitivity Task Force Act. This bill 
helps address the national concerns around police relations.  By addressing these concerns, the public will 
see that their concerns have been heard and action is being taken.  The task force would (1) investigate 
instances of racial disparity related to traffic stops; (2) obtain testimony from persons who believed that 
they were victims of racial disparity in traffic stops and from law enforcement officers; (3) study past 
practices relating to traffic stops; and (4) make recommendations to the Illinois Law Enforcement Training 
Standards Board for suggested revisions to existing racial sensitivity curriculum, and to municipal, county, 
and State law enforcement agencies to address the problem of racial disparity related to traffic stops. 
Provides that the Task Force shall hold public hearings and shall issue a written report of its findings and 
recommendations to the General Assembly. 

Expected Results: 
“Protect and Serve” are the words the you will see on the side of a lot of police vehicles all over the country. 
These words define the mission of the police, which is to “protect” citizens and “serve” the public.   

By implementing the recommendations from the President’s task force, it will strengthen community policing 
will be strengthen and trust among law enforcement officers and the communities they serve. 

By supporting more nonenforcement activities, positive relationships between officers and community 
members will be established. 

By addressing public concerns about police relations, citizens will know their concerns are heard and would 
mutual respect can be achieved. 
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PProposal Author(s): Elizabeth Morales        

Delegation: Taft High School        

Proposal Topic:  

What alternative schedules should Illinois schools adopt to be more effective?        

Position Statement:  

Illinois schools should adopt a late start time such as 9:00 A.M. and end at 3:20 P.M. This will help 

students perform better in school and schools can have better attendance rates.  

 

Proposal:   
1. Teenagers and children both require the same amount of sleep, which is 8-9 hours of sleep, 

according to the National Sleep Foundation. Excessive sleepiness in teenagers can affect 
their daytime functioning. With the amount of homework high school students get, people 
go to sleep late and have to wake up at times such as 6:00 A.M. and maybe even earlier 
than that. A later start would give students a longer night’s sleep.  

2. Delaying the start time for schools would increase students’ academic performances. 
According to Education Next, delaying the start times by an hour can increase standardized 
test scores by at least 2 percentile points in math and 1 percentile point in reading. 
Standardized tests are important in a student’s academic life and is important to the 
schools as well so this would be very helpful. 

3. According to KQED, this American Academy of Pediatrics study found that teenagers need 
enough sleep to deal with their busy lives filled with school, sports, and extracurricular. 
Teenagers with enough sleep have better mental and physical health.  
 

Expected Results:  

Although some people may believe this proposal has contradictions, it actually can help with a 
teenager’s health and performance in school. Later start times can improve a student’s health and 
academic performance.   

Illinois YMCA Youth and Government 
State Affairs Forum Proposal 2016-2017 

Gray - 162



PProposal Author(s):  Samantha Morrow      

Delegation: Wheaton Warrenville South High School     

Proposal Topic:Year round schooling should be implemented into the Illinois public school systems. 

Position Statement:    In order for the state to improve the public schooling system, Illinois 

public schools should adopt year round schooling systems. Current schooling systems, with long 

summer breaks in between each school year, cause lots of time spent on reviewing old material, due 

to forgetting things over such a long break. Whereas with a year round schooling system, there 

would not be such a large break every year that would require review for students, allowing more 

time for learning the new material.  

 

Proposal:   

1. To impelment a new school calendar. This new calendar has schooling no longer ending during the 
summer months of June/July/August, but instead, there will be schooling throughout all twelve 
months of the year, with the start of school, and transitioning between grades, now taking place in 
early January, instead of August or September.  

2. Instead of just having Fall, Winter and Spring Breaks with 1-2 weeks off, and a long Summer Break 
of around 12 weeks off, the new year round schooling calendar will adopt the 45-15 plan, where 
students will be in school for 45 straight school days (9 weeks), then have 15 school days (3 
weeks) of break off.  

3. Instead of the current semester system dividing the school year, each of the four 45 day periods in 
between breaks will be how the years are divided, having grades and finals at the end of each of 
these four periods, called quarters.   

4. In the weeks where schools are on break, the school buildings will be used for optional 
daycare/sporting camps/tutoring for the kids, to keep the buildings in use when school is not in 
session, while also doing something to benefit the children, and in addition will gain possible 
revenue to pay for the potential extra costs the change might bring.  

Expected Results:  

Illinois public school students will have a better understanding of all of the content they have 
learned throughout the year, which could raise student’s GPA or improve test scores on tests like 
ACT or SAT, which could give them a greater chance to be successful in their future in college and 
beyond. Overall, without the need to spend class time reviewing old lessons, students can have 
more time to understand each new lesson being taught, giving them a greater understanding and 
knowledge of the material, which will benefit them in their academic future.  
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PProposal Author(s): Donna Mulchrone 

Delegation: Amos Alonzo Stagg 

Proposal Topic: What should Illinois do to decrease teen substance abuse? 

Position Statement:  Teen substance abuse has become a growing issue over recent years. Illinois 

should take greater measures to prevent this issue. High school students have been able to obtain illegal 

substances without an issue and officials should put a stop to this growing problem. 

 

Proposal:   
1. 36% of high school students have been able to obtain alcohol by someone giving it 

to them; There should be higher security in places serving and selling alcohol. 
2. Marijuana use has been more prevalent in 12th graders; Older students should 

be further informed on harder drugs such as narcotics through a more in depth 
school course. 

3. The use of e-cigarettes has remained high, 9.5% of 8th graders are shown to be using 
e-cigarettes; These have been seen as a safer option and students should be informed 
more about them. They are a better alternative, but students should not be allowed to 
access these types of substances. 

4. Drug dealers have become a tremendous dilemma for officials, by persuading teens to 
use drugs and alcohol. 55% of teens say they were motivated by peer pressure, and drug 
dealers are seen to take advantage of that; Schools should have more often drug testing 
and locker checking. 

5. 16% of teens were able to buy their own cigarettes at a gas station or store. Although 
cigarettes have become less popular, 53% of teens have at least tried one once; Illinois 
should create more ads to prevent the use of cigarettes or ban the use of them. 
 

Expected Results:  

More students would become more focused on school and extracurricular activities if the use of 
substance abuse declined. With the higher security within alcohol selling places, less drunk driving 
would occur in teens under age. Also the effects of hard drugs and cigarettes would not affect 
teens. 
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PProposal Author(s):  Emma Nigrelli       

Delegation: Wheaton Warrenville South       

Proposal Topic:Laws should be enacted to regulate homeschooling.       

Position Statement: To Inform the people of Illinois that laws should be enacted in order to 
regulate homeschooling. Currently Illinois has few laws regulating homeschooling. This means that 
some children do not receive an adequate education, and then they lack the skills and resources 
that they will need as adults. 
 

Proposal:   

1. All parents and/or other adults who are homeschool teachers need to be required to take courses 
and be certified to teach to that child’s needs. These courses and certification would be offered 
through each school district, and each school district would be able to select where exactly this 
would happen. Each person who would be certified would have to pay a fee to keep their 
certification, and to take the teaching courses. These fees would be used to run the courses and 
certification.  Also, background checks should be required for all homeschool instructors.  

2. homeschooled students should be required to participate in social activities with other students 
who are close to their own age. Some homeschooled students live a very isolated life, and they are 
unable to appropriately interact with their peers when they get older. One thing that could be done 
is that all public schools open up their extra curricular activities to homeschooled students. 

3. All homeschooled students should be required to show that they are making progress that is similar 
to the progress that would have been made in the same level in a public school. This could be 
achieved by requiring that an annual assessment be taken and a portfolio of student work be 
submitted at regular intervals. The assessment would be the same as the standardized tests that all 
of Illinois public school students take. 
 
Expected Results:  

homeschooled students will have access to a quality education outside of the public school system, 
and this will help them to succeed as adults and effective members of society. Also, this will result 
in homeschooled students receiving most of the benefits of the public school system, while still 
allowing the freedom to choose the teaching method and having a flexible curriculum. 
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PProposal Author:  Scott O’Conner       

Delegation: Williamsville 

Proposal Topic: Illinois Budget Reform     

Position Statement:      Illinois needs to reduce funding in certain programs in order to get a finalized 

budget.  

 

Proposal:   

1. Increase the cost of a fine paid to the state.  

2. Decrease 15% of money sent out to prisons.  

3. The employer of the retired worker would pay 45% of the pension the State gives out. 

4. We make gambling legal at casinos, that have licenses. The tax on casinos would be 7%. 

5. Reduce the benefits for public employees.  

6. Increase the income tax rate by .25% 
 

Expected Results:  
A lot of people are moving out of Illinois because of budget problems, loss of jobs, and public 
safety. Pensions are costing the state over a quarter of the budget. The spending has increase by 
440% while for educational system has gone up 35% since 2000. The general public would say 
education is most important when the state cannot improve it because we do not have the money. 
The money on pensions could be used for more important issues. The fine for a speeding ticket (not 
including insurance) is $75. To increase better public safety on the road, the state could increase 
all penalties and fines. The rate of recidivism is always too high. We could set a little fire in the 
prison system by decreasing the money sent by the state until the rate of recidivsm is improved. 
Gambling is a big enterprise. There are not that many states that approve of gambling. That would 
make Illinois stand out and might make the balance between people moving out of the state and 
people moving into the state a little bit better. Gambling would make a lot of money for the state. 
The income tax rate is lower than a lot of states. We could raise that a little bit just to regenerate 
some more money for the government.  
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PProposal Author(s): Olivia Pennell   

Delegation: Williamsville 

Proposal Topic: What alternative schedules should Illinois schools  

adopt to be more effective? 

Position Statement: Schools should have later start times, and 4 day weeks with 3 day weekends.  

Proposal:   
Schools should have later start times. Adolecents today are faced with an overlooked health 

problem; sleep deprivation. According to the National Sleep Foundation, “many schools across the 
country are working to synchronize school clocks with students’ body clocks, so that teens are in 
school during their most alert hours and can achieve their full academic potential.” Another reason 
schools should have a later start time is to decrease obesity. Children need to sleep more, and with 
so many activities going so late into the evening, they’re not getting the full 8 hours of sleep 
recommended by the American Pediatric Association. Therefore, sleep deprived teens crave carbs 
and sugars that causes an increase of weight, decreases their immunity making them more 
susceptible to illness, which would overall result in the absence from school.  

Schools should also have 4 day weeks and 3 day weekends. The financial savings to 
districts that jump on the four-days-per-week bandwagon can be tremendous, regardless of the 
size of the district. Students feel as though a 4 day week would be beneficial because it would 
create a less stressful environment and allows extra rest. Students would be able to relax and be 
more productive with a 4 day week, as well. A good idea proclaimed by the Seattle PI Education 
Association is that “The four-day format provides opportunities for an extra work day at an after-
school job, engaging in volunteer activities or pursuing additional educational goals.”  
 In conclusion, more schools should join the many others in pursuing the idea of later start 
times, and 4 day weeks. 
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PProposal Author(s): Julisa Rivera        

Delegation: Taft High School   

Proposal Topic: What alternative schedules should Illinois schools adopt to be more effective? 

Position Statement:  To state that Illinois schools should have alternative school schedules so the 

students could be more productive in class. The students in Illinois schools aren’t well awoken in 

the morning, alternative schedules or block scheduling would benefit the students and teachers. 

   

 

Proposal:   
 

1. Students and teachers need at least 7-8 hours of sleep in order to be more awake and engaged in 

class. “Early school hours prevent many students and young teachers from getting the 9 or so 

hours of sleep per night that most teenagers and young adults need.” 
2. Schools with later start times will have rates in which students are more likely succeed. When 

students are tired they aren’t engaged in school work. “Kids who are tired can't learn at their best, 

and sleep deprivation impairs learning, memory, and attention as much as it impairs health and 
overall well-being.” 

3. Block scheduling is an alternative to later start times. Fewer classes in a day, but more learning for 

those specific subjects taught that day. “Teachers have fewer preparations and more planning time. 
They teach three classes of 90 minutes…” 

4. A mathematics teacher at The University of Illinois has stated that she believes block scheduling is 

efficient. “Scheduling on the block system allows longer, more concentrated classes.  Longer class 
periods mean more flexibility. The environment allows more opportunities for variety in teaching 

techniques, as well as more time for interaction -- both between students and student-to-teacher.” 

 
 
Expected Results:  
 
Students would be more successful in school, getting the amount of sleep that they’d need. 
Students would be able to process information better and focus and participate in class. 
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PProposal Author: Libby Schmidt 
 

Delegation: Mt. Vernon 

Proposal Topic: Illinois should alter school schedules for the improvement of student learning  
 

Position Statement: To inform schools and the people of Illinois that changing the start times of 

schools would improve students learning abilities and development  
 

Proposal: 

 
1. Almost half of Illinois schools start times are at 8:00 a.m. 43 percent of Illinois schools are 

hurting the ability of school learning and decreasing the development of students. The 

margin of teens usually get around 7 hours or less of sleep every night. 
2. Every night, teens are recommended to sleep around 8.5-9.5 hours every night. Students 

have trouble going to bed early from homework or extracurricular activities and suffer from 
not giving the body the chance to get the sleep their bodies need. If students have the 

chance to sleep an hour extra, they have a better chance of having a healthy body. Almost 

70% of United States students do not get the hours needed every night.  
3. If schools push back the start time to 8:55 a.m., they can see higher involvement rates, test 

scores, and effectiveness in their students. The schools can also see a precise memory from 

the students and better processing skills. 
4. Teens have a high risk of having a car accident if they do not get the 8.5 hours of sleep 

that they need. Students with an increased tobacco, drug, and alcohol use, are highly 

caused by having less than 8.5 hours of sleep.  
 

Expected Results: If Illinois schools are not allowed to have a start time earlier than 8:55, students 

will suffer the benefits of a better education. This is a subject that more schools need to talk 
about, and know the real facts. This will dramatically increase the success of our students and 

therefore of our state and its future. 
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PProposal Author(s): Kindelle Schmulbach       

Delegation: Williamsville      

Proposal Topic:What, if any, laws should be enacted to improve the recidivism rates for prisoners in 

Illinois?       

Position Statement:   Helping inmates with education, work, and social skills while they are in prison will 

decrease the likelihood of them returning to prison later on. A restorative justice system does this and 

will help improve recidivism rates.   

 

Proposal:   
1. Restoration justice pushes normalcy for an inmate and only allowing them to be sentenced 

to a maximum 21 year long sentence, believing that taking their freedom is enough. Taking 
away the life sentence gives prisoners more motivation to change and make better 
decisions when they're released.  

2. In Illinois taxpayers will pay about $5.7 billion ($118,746 each instance) for recidivism 
costs (51.7% of Illinois inmates will return to prison within 3 years) in the next 5 years. If 
Illinois cut its repeat offense rate by just 10 percent, it would save the taxpayers an 
estimated $40 million. 

3. Participation in educational and vocational programs while in prison is associated with lower 
recidivism rates once once inmates are released. Every dollar invested in prison education programs 
reduced spending on post-release incarceration by $4 to $5. 

4. In Illinois, there are 118 professional and business licenses that can be denied to those with a 
felony record. More jobs need to be available for formerly incarcerated people to help prevent them 
from falling back into crime.  

5. Programs, such as some that have already been used like woodworking, workshops, and schooling, 
will increase chances of the inmate being hired once they are released.  
 
Expected Results:  
97% of those under supervision in Illinois prisons will eventually be released to return home. Barriers to 

work and education are impediments to rehabilitation, and by extension, to public safety. Enabling work 

and education saves money, restores communities, and improves public safety, which everyone should 

support.  
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PProposal Author(s): Gabriela Skupien 
 
Delegation: Amos Alonzo Stagg High School 
 
Proposal Topic: Illinois will decrease the rate of teen substance abuse from current rate(8.55%) to 
below national average(8.82%) by 1% through programs presented below. 
 
Position Statement: To inform the people of Illinois that the rate of teen substance abuse is highly 
elevated. Illinois is failing at promoting substance abuse information targeted to teens for their 
safety. Now, there may not be one definite solution, but there are a plethora of opportunities that 
would better inform youth to remain drug free. 
 
 
Proposal: 

1. The D.A.R.E. program that is exercised during grammar school should be expanded on through high 
school. Many students are uneducated about the possible negative effects of drugs that have the 
potential to harm them. 

2. Schools should have unexpected inspections to prevent and substances entering schools. It should 
be mandatory for students to wear clear (see through) backpacks to avoid having drugs in their 
reach and make visible the content of their bags. 

3. The state of Illinois should have age restrictions for purchasing over-the-counter drugs. Currently, 
many teens are taking advantage of over-the-counter drugs and are abusing drugs. 

4. Penalties for substance abuse should be greater, resulting in an awful consequence. Expand 
parental responsibility of teens with substance arrests/offences. Parent/Guardian would be 
penalized with fines or even sent to jail if problems continue to repeat after mandatory family drug 
counseling. 

5. Parents or legal guardians should play a greater role in teens’ lives. Many parents are unaware of 
what their children are doing, leaving them blindsided to the truth. 
 
Expected Results: 

Numerous teens are able to obtain the proper foundation to be educated about this ongoing 
conflict. These tools can benefit these teens later in life. Also, the health of teens that are abusing 
these substances can drastically decrease and lead to worse situations that are not intended. 
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Proposal Author: Daniel Song 

Delegation: Mt. Vernon  
Proposal Topic: Using standardized tests to evaluate and improve schools and teaching. 

Position Statement: I am opposed to standardized testing. I feel like there is a better way to test 

student’s to measure how much knowledge we have. 
 

Proposal: 

 
1. Standardized test scores do not show all of a student’s knowledge that can also be useful in life. 

For example, schools have cut backs on the arts, civics, history, and physical education because 

those subjects are not on the standardized tests. If a student excels in one of those subjects they 
are not acknowledged on standardized testing, so it doesn’t show what other talents they have. 

Some test and materials that students learn are not even included in the test. These tests do not 

let students use their knowledge in different subjects to prove what else they know. Some better 
ways to evaluate a student’s achievements could be teacher observations, documentation of the 

student’s body of work, and a performance based assessment. These ways involve direct evaluation 
of real learning tasks and provide useful materials to teachers, parents, and students.  

 

2. Standardized tests are not very accurate either. These tests are very important, so students will do 
anything to pass them. Some students cheat and get other students to take the test for them. 

Students also stress about these tests, which is called test anxiety. Stress can take a big toll on 

your testing ability and makes it very unfair for students who deal with stress poorly or are poor 
test takers. These tests only show the results for a single kind of test. The students could know the 

material in class, but try to cram all the formulas in before the test.  This is not effective because 

right after the test, they forget it anyways. So the test does not accurately reflect the student’s 
knowledge.  

 

3.  Standardized tests should be done in a way to show student improvement rather than having a set 
goal and rankings for student knowledge. This does not make the teachers or students look good 

and it also does not fairly evaluate a student. The teachers help improve a student’s grade but 

there is only so much they can do to help a student depending on how much the student already 
knows. They both should be evaluated in improvement over time and not just for one test. 

Standardized testing does not fairly judge students since most of the time it's a one day test.  If 

students do not meet the set goal of the standardized tests, they are looked down upon. This 
discourages the student from taking the tests, but if they were congratulated on improving, they 

will want to keep improving. This is why i think standardized testing is important but needs to be 

changed. 
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4. Teachers should not be judged too harshly on the scores of their students because all       students 

come from different backgrounds. A teacher who teaches very wealthy kids, who   have tutors, is 
going to produce better grades than a teacher who teaches at a low budget high school where kids 

have a rough background and no help at home. I think if you use grades to judge a teacher, you 

should look into the background of the students and school they go to. The school needs to have a 
standard considering the background of its students and the state needs to know which areas have 

lower education and which areas have more privileges. 

 
Expected results: Standardized tests will be improved not completely gotten rid of, so students can 

show their knowledge in other subjects. The tests will be fixed for students, so it will show later 

results of student improvement. Standardized tests results will not be used to judge teachers 
unfairly without looking into the different backgrounds of the students and the schools. I see the 

standardized test being more effective and fixed if we can change these examples i've given.  
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PProposal Author(s):  Megan Thomason 

Delegation:  Stagg High School 

Proposal Topic:  High school schedules should have four day weeks with three day 

weekends. 

Position Statement:  To alter the current schedule of five school days and two weekend days would be 

productive for high school students. By changing this schedule it gives students time for rest, reduces 

stress, allows kids to take part in other activities and clubs, and grants more time for jobs. Five day 

weeks are not adequate for the load on students in high school. 

 

Proposal:   
1. By having three day weekends and four day school days allows students to maintain 

the healthy hours of sleep. Not receiving the correct amount of sleep affects students 
ability to learn and concentrate. Numerous studies express the importance of teens 
getting 8-10 hours of sleep every night. Reports show that only 15% of teenagers 
receive 8 hours of sleep on school nights. Sleep is vital to teens especially because of 
their developing brains. 

 
2. By revising the schedule to four school days and three weekend days would reduce 

teen stress. 31% of teens report feeling overwhelmed and 30%  report feeling depressed 
as a result of stress. Students need more time to complete all of the demanding school 
work. 

 
3. Altering the current schedule would allow kids to take part in other activities and 

clubs. Colleges value student involvement in order to see if a student has dedication, 
leadership, balance, and specialization. More time is needed in order to participate in 
clubs/ activities and current school schedules do not give enough. 

 

4. Modifying the regular schedule grants students more time for jobs which is helpful in 
various ways. Many teens need to have a job in order to go to college or even to meet the 
basic living standards. Studies show that the total number of people living in low-
income working families now stands at 47.5 million, including 23.5 million children. They 
also show that only 1 in 10 low-income families can afford college.  Revising this 
schedule will not only allow teens to have a job, but to also have a better future overall. 
 

Expected Results:  

With the change of four school days and three weekend days, students’ overall education and health 
would improve. Adding on, students would have more time for jobs and activities/clubs which would 
result in them being more college-bound. Less stress and more rest will better students’ well-being. 
In other words, this schedule change would immensely improve students’ lives. 

Illinois YMCA Youth and Government 
State Affairs Forum Proposal 2016-2017 

Gray - 177



PProposal Author:  Gabe Tisdale        

Delegation:  Mount Vernon 

Proposal Topic: Steps that should be taken to help Illinois better utilize its natural resources       

Position Statement:     Illinois needs to step up its coal, oil, and natural gas production. By doing so, 

we can become an energy leader in the United States. Not only do we need to step up our coal, oil, and 

natural gas production, but we also need to work on new technology to make it faster, cleaner, and more 

efficient. We can also use renewable energy such as; solar, wind, hydroelectric, and geothermal.  

Proposal:   

1. Illinois needs to make more coal mines, because the demand for energy is rising and we 
need to increase production to meet the new demand. Also if we produce too much energy 
we could sell it to other countries to help Illinois with its debt. 

2. We need to increase our use of renewable energy sources. Coal, oil and natural gas won’t 
always be here so we need to slowly transfer over to renewable energy sources such as 
solar, wind, hydroelectric, and geothermal.  

3. We can make this switch by making more solar, wind, hydroelectric, and geothermal plants. 
After we make the plants we slowly use them more and more until we no longer need coal, 
natural gas, and oil. 

4. Illinois can produce more energy than we need to prepare for emergencies and to sell to 
other places to get more money flowing in Illinois. 

5. we can get the money to do this by raising taxes, but after a while the plants will start to 
produce a lot more money than its receiving and we can start to lower the taxes. 
 

Expected Results:  

The expected results are, increased energy production, for Illinois to become a “powerhouse” of 
energy production, and for us to get more money flowing in Illinois.  

Illinois YMCA Youth and Government 
State Affairs Forum Proposal 2016-2017 
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PProposal Author: Maggie Turner  

 
Delegation: Mt.Vernon  

Proposal Topic: To inform the people of Illinois that a change in our student's schedule can be more 

effective. The Starting times of school as of now are not improving learning and developing. 
However if schools are willing to carry out these changes, we would most likely see a rise in their 

improvement. 

 
Proposal: 

 

1.A majority of Illinois schools have start times before 8 a.m. Having a start time this early is 
hurting the students and affecting their learning. 

 

 2. Teens need to at least have 8 ½ hours of sleep each night. Many students are having          
trouble going to bed early when they have homework or extra curricular activities. With an extra 

hour of sleep the students would have a greater opportunity to be successful.   
 

3. If schools would shift their start times to 9 a.m. ,students would have the amount of sleep they 

would need and learn more effectively in school. For Example, if a student has a practice tell 9 and 
has a lot of homework to do and doesn't get to bed tell 11, and the student had to wake up at 8 

a.m. they would receive 9 hours of sleep. 

 
4. If the schools push back the start time, they will see the students improvements in their school 

work. This means more involvement in class, higher testing scores, and becoming more of a 

successful student. 
 

5. Being a successful student means more students will graduate. Allowing kids to get more rest 

means fewer car accidents, and a decrease in our unemployment rates and impaired physical 
function are more likely to happen when teen have less then 8 1\2 hours of sleep. 

 

Expected Results: With the early start times, students in illinois are being limited without even 
realising it! A change of starting time can drastically increase the number of students successful in 

school, the number who graduate, and many more who will have the potential to have a successful 

job. This small change will change our students future for the better. 
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PProposal Author(s): Jessica Wojciechowski 

Delegation: Stagg High School  

Proposal Topic: High school schedules should have four day weeks with three day weekends. 

Position Statement:  To alter the current schedule of five school days and two weekend days would be 

productive for high school students. By changing this schedule it gives students time for rest, reduces 

stress, allows kids to take part in other activities and clubs, and grants more time for jobs. Five day 

weeks are not adequate for the load on students in high school. 

 

Proposal:   
1. By having three day weekends and four day school days allows students to maintain 

the healthy hours of sleep. Not receiving the correct amount of sleep affects students 
ability to learn and concentrate. Numerous studies express the importance of teens 
getting 8-10 hours of sleep every night. Reports show that only 15% of teenagers 
receive 8 hours of sleep on school nights. Sleep is vital to teens especially because of 
their developing brains. 

 
2. By revising the schedule to four school days and three weekend days would reduce 

teen stress. 31% of teens report feeling overwhelmed and 30%  report feeling depressed 
as a result of stress. Students need more time to complete all of the demanding school 
work. 

 
3. Altering the current schedule would allow kids to take part in other activities and 

clubs. Colleges value student involvement in order to see if a student has dedication, 
leadership, balance, and specialization. More time is needed in order to participate in 
clubs/ activities and current school schedules do not give enough. 

 

4. Modifying the regular schedule grants students more time for jobs which is helpful in 
various ways. Many teens need to have a job in order to go to college or even to meet the 
basic living standards. Studies show that the total number of people living in low-
income working families now stands at 47.5 million, including 23.5 million children. They 
also show that only 1 in 10 low-income families can afford college.  Revising this 
schedule will not  only allow teens to have a job, but to also have a better future overall. 
 

Expected Results:  

With the change of four school days and three weekend days, students’ overall education and health 
would improve. Adding on, students would have more time for jobs and activities/clubs which would 
result in them being more college-bound. Less stress and more rest will better students’ well-being. 
In other words, this schedule change would immensely improve students’ lives. 
 

Illinois YMCA Youth and Government 
State Affairs Forum Proposal 2016-2017 
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PProposal Author: Brady Young 

Delegation:  Mount Vernon 

Proposal Topic: What should Illinois do to improve police and community relationships and 

reinforce the protect and serve motto? 

Position Statement: To inform the people of Illinois that the relationship should be improved 
between Police officers and the community. Illinois is not doing much to help resolve this issue and 
I believe they should be. 
 
Proposal:  

1. The State of Illinois needs to start encouraging towns to have town wide activities with police 
officers. The state would hold these activities in the towns with the highest crime rate. 

2. The state of Illinois should also start requiring towns to have their police officers undergo a social 

training class to have the officers know how to connect with the community. 
3. Illinois should also start recommending towns to do more ride alongs. This could help the 

community see how much pressure that a police officer undergoes in his/her daily job.  

4. Illinois should start encouraging cities to offer community policing. Community policing is where an 
officer works/patrols in his/her neighborhood. This would make the police officers want to do all 

they can to protect their neighborhood. 

 
Expected Results: 

More people in the community would look up to the officers and see how much they do to help 

them in their daily lives. This could lead to less Law Enforcement Officers (LEO) Deaths. This could 
also lead to a lower crime rate in cities. This would strongly increase the relationship between 

Officers and their community. 

Illinois YMCA Youth and Government 
State Affairs Forum Proposal 2016-2017 

Gray - 181



PProposal Author:  Faris Ziyad        

Delegation: Amos Alonzo Stagg High School       

Proposal Topic: How should Illinois communities invest in smart technology to atract new business 

and millenials? 

Position Statement:  Illinois communities should invest in smart technologies for businesses and 

millennials by allocating funds towards public services and products that benefit the users and city. 

Proposal:  
1. An investment towards community wide wifi should be made/. Currently many cell towers across our 

communities only provide cellular signal, yet have the potential of servicing public wi-fi for 

community residents. 
2. Applications with parking information for a community should have investments. Many businesses 

would benefit from such an addition of technology; with customers able to find parking, both 

business and the economy improve in our neighborhoods. 
3. Investment for improvements of already standing technology such as security cameras and lighting 

should allocated. With the ability to further our security and safety of our own backyard, more 

millennials would be attracted with such improvements. 
4. Real-time public transportation information is another way to attract millennials and to help 

businesses. Many workers and millennials in urban cities rely upon public transportation to get to 

and from their destination. With real-time public transportation information, the question of when 
a bus, train, etc. is coming is no longer a question. A mobile application would be a great way to 

track the local train and bus times. This would benefit businesses with on-time employees and 

attract millennials who desire a smarter way to move around the city. 
5. More funding should go towards the upkeep of intact public technologies, such as public touch 

screens, which should be updated to be anti-microbial. Also, stop lights and crosswalk light 

technology should improve to accommodate for real-time foot and auto traffic. Current lights rely 
on a timer that does not compensate for traffic on one street versus another. 

 
Expected Results: With such improvements towards our communities, businesses should improve, in 

turn improving the overall economy of Illinois. And, with such an advance in technology in our 

communities, more millennials will be drawn to our neighborhood. An expected $600 million in 
funding is at least required to jump start these projects, but may yield upwards of 7,000 new jobs 

for the people of Illinois. These improvements will be greatly beneficial to all within the community 

and all of those to come. 

Illinois YMCA Youth and Government 
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SSTATE OF ILLINOIS 

Sixty-Eighth Session 
Illinois Youth Legislature 

Referred to Committee: Orange 1  

Shalu Manoharan 

Arushi Singh 

Shristi Paul 

RI-91 

Introduced by: 

Senate Sponsor: 

House Sponsor: 

Co-Sponsors:  

Delegation:  Waubonsie Valley High School 

A BILL 

For an Act amending Chapter 105 Section 5, of the Illinois Compiled Statutes, relating to changing 

the elementary and high school starting times. 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE YMCA YOUTH LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ILLINOIS. 

Section I. Beginning the new 2017-2018 school year, the Illinois State Board of Education will be 1 
required to change all public school timings to maximize productivity among students. 2 

Section II. If a school district was to violate this act, the Illinois State Board of Education will 3 
reduce needed funding towards the district. 4 

Section III. This mandate will need no funding from the state. The change in times will be enforced 5 
through agreement within the school district boards. 6 

Section IV. This Bill shall go into effect on August 1, 2017 upon the signature of the Youth 7 
Governor of the State of Illinois. 8 
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H-O-01 
LLOBBYIST POSITION PAPER 

Lobbyist Name:  Pranav Gunniya 
Delegation: Waubonsie Valley High School 
Aligned with Preliminary Bill #: RI - 91 

I strongly encourage the YMCA Youth Legislature to pass a bill that requires for high schools to start 
later in the day. 

Appropriate school start times allows for students to grow healthily and function with their maximum 
potential. 

The bell schedules would change, with elementary schools starting first, then middle/junior high schools, 
and then high schools. This would be effective throughout the week. Also, for high school students, if 
they are in a varsity sport, they would have physical education for their last class in order to start their 
sport earlier. Having high schools have their start times later can provide for them to receive sufficient 
sleep. Studies show that high schools don’t get as much sleep as they need since they only get from 7 to 
7 to ¼ instead of the required 9 to 9 ¼ hours (helpguide.org). The factors of this are that the body 
adopts a new sleep schedule after puberty which shifts their bodily clocks 2 hours forward 
(nationwidechildrens.org). They also don’t get enough sleep since high schools start earlier and after 
school activities and homework bear down on their sleep schedule. As a result of this, teenagers’ moods, 
behavior, cognitive abilities, and academic performance will take a hit in a matter of productivity 
(sleepfoundation.org). A loss of sleep can lead to a problem in your ability to listen, learn, concentrate, 
and solve problems as well as memory problems as well as being prone to pimples 
(nationwidechildrens.org). It also contributes to illness, drowsy driving, consumption of unhealthy foods, 
use of inappropriate behavior as well as the use of alcohol and drugs (sleepfoundation.org). Having a 
later high school schedule will solve all of these problems since they can get enough sleep-in order to 
start the day right. This way, high school students, will be able to function properly, get the required 
amount of rest, and that way they can fit into their bodily clocks, and feel good about themselves. 
Elementary school students also have little to no homework according to the National Parent-Teacher 
Association and National Education Association (Cnn.com) as well only 5% of kids in kindergarten 
through 2nd grade and 4% of kids in 3rd through 5th grade is in an after-school activity whereas 99% of 
high schoolers are in clubs (Nces.ed.gov). They also have much more extra time than a high schooler 
does to get sleep, so this change wouldn’t affect at all. I, for one have experience the effects of sleep 
deprivation as a high school student, as I feel groggy and un-productive in my earliest classes which is 
proven with my bad grades in those classes. Meanwhile, my brother, an elementary school student, gets 
up at the same time as I do and feels very productive in the morning, whereas I do not exactly feel like I 
can do anything in the mornings. 

Summary:   I will support all legislation that will require high schools to start later on in the day. 
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RI-64 H-O-02 

SSTATE OF ILLINOIS 

Sixty-Eighth Session 
Illinois Youth Legislature 

 

Introduced by:  Referred to Committee:  Orange 1  

Senate Sponsor: Isabella Gugliotta  

House Sponsor: Camryn Beyers  

Co-Sponsors: Alexandria DeNeve, Amanda Pacyna  

Delegation:  Oswego 

A BILL 

For an Act amending Chapter 105 Section 5 Article 27, of the Illinois Compiled Statutes, 
relating to Sex Education. 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE YMCA YOUTH LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ILLINOIS. 

Section I. Schools districts are required to teach comprehensive sex education. This can be 1 
accomplished as a separate course or as a part of the current Health Education curriculum.  2 
Comprehensive sex education is defined in Section II. The local school district will have the 3 
authority to choose when to offer this according to community standards but it must be 4 
developmentally and age-appropriate, medically accurate, evidence-based, and 5 
comprehensive. 6 

Section II. Course instruction shall teach pupils about consent and sexual harassment. The 7 
material and instruction shall also encourage youth to resist negative peer pressure. Course 8 
shall provide pupils with the knowledge and skills they need to develop healthy attitudes 9 
concerning adolescent growth and development, body image, gender, sexual orientation, 10
relationships, marriage, and family. Course material and instruction shall include abstinence 11
and contraception for the prevention of pregnancy and sexually transmitted diseases. 12

Section III. A $500 fine per student who does not receive the education in the health 13
course, paid to the state government for every year the district does not provide the 14
course.  15

Section IV. The Illinois Department of Education in cooperation with the Illinois School 16
Board of Education will enforce the law and local school districts will be responsible for the 17
cost of implementing the new curriculum.   18

Section V. This Bill shall go into effect on August 1, 2018 upon the signature of the Youth 19
Governor of the State of Illinois. 20
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RI-07 H-O-03

SSTATE OF ILLINOIS 

Sixty-Eighth Session 
Illinois Youth Legislature 

Introduced by:  Referred to Committee:  Orange 1  

Senate Sponsor: Benjamin Paoletti 

House Sponsor: Roxanne Vermaas 

Co-Sponsors: Courtney Bergsiek 

Delegation: Batavia 

A BILL 
For an Act amending Article VIII Section V, of the Illinois Constitution, relating 
to pensions. 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE YMCA YOUTH LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ILLINOIS. 

Section I.  Membership in any pension or retirement system of the 1 
State, any unit of local government or school district, or any agency or 2 
instrumentality thereof, shall be an enforceable contractual relationship, 3 
the benefits of which can be diminished or impaired. 4 

Section II.  The Illinois General Assembly shall have the power to enforce 5 
this article by appropriate legislation. 6 

Section III. The Illinois Public Retirement System (ILPRS) will be 7 
established in order to manage and fund pension assets for public 8 
employees in the state of Illinois. A nine-member Board of Trustees will 9 
govern ILPRS. 10

Section IV.  A Pension Debt Relief Fund will be created and funded by 11
raising excise taxes 5% on all tobacco, alcohol, and cigarette products 12
and taxing future marijuana products in the State of Illinois. 13

Section V. This amendment shall go into effect immediately following a 14
successful referendum of the people of Illinois. 15
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SSTATE OF ILLINOIS 

Sixty-Eighth Session 
Illinois Youth Legislature 

Introduced by:  Referred to Committee:  Orange 1  

Senate Sponsor: Christian Larson  

House Sponsor: Griffin Walnoha  

Co-Sponsors: 

Delegation: Warren Township High SchoolZero-Tolerance policies in public schools. 

A BILL 

For an Act Chapter 122, Section 105, of the Illinois Compiled Statutes, relating to Zero-
Tolerance policies in public schools.. 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE YMCA YOUTH LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ILLINOIS. 

Section I. The usage of “Zero-Tolerance” policies is to be prohibited in public schools. The 1 
implementation of public policies is to be ceased immediately, and any policies defined as 2 
“Zero-Tolerance” policies that are currently in use are to be retracted immediately. 3 

Section II. A Zero-Tolerance policy is to be defined as any policy or group of policies that: Is 4 
self-described as being a Zero-Tolerance Policy, punishes an offense with legal/criminal 5 
repercussions for the violation of school code, that punishes an alleged infraction of school 6 
code with the automatic execution of a form of discipline without evaluation of the 7 
circumstances as well as the parties involved, and restricts the right of a student that is 8 
protected by law or the constitution. 9 

Section III. If a situation involving the violation of State or Federal law arises then the 10
situation shall be referred to the proper authorities. Students who violate such laws may be 11
temporarily detained by the security of the school and then turned over to the proper 12
authorities. 13

Section IV. Any person who is guilty of violating this act is guilty of a petty offense. 14

Section V. This Bill shall go into effect on August 1st, 2017 upon the signature of the 15
Youth Governor of the State of Illinois. 16
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STATE OF ILLINOIS 

Sixty-Eighth Session 
Illinois Youth Legislature 

 

Introduced by:  Referred to Committee:  Orange 2  

Senate Sponsor: Chatelle Hicks  

House Sponsor: Kyle Larry  

Co-Sponsors:        

Delegation:  Kenwood Academy High School 

 

A BILL 

For an Act creating chaper 415 section 160, of the Illinois Compiled Statutes, relating to 
recycling in public schools. 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE YMCA YOUTH LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ILLINOIS. 

Section I. This bill shall be entitled “Refuse To Reuse Means Abuse.” It will 1 
require all public K-12 schools to implement a mandatory recycling program.  2 

Section II. This bill will make it mandatory for all public schools to practice recycling 3 
appropriate materials during the school year. “Refuse to Reuse Means Abuse” requires that 4 
recycling pick-ups be sent to each school at least once every nine (9) school days. This bill 5 
will be funded by the taxpayers of that school district. The use of the recycling bins will be 6 
tracked by the school district and report any lack of recycling or improper recycling to the 7 
Illinois Environmental Protection Agency. 8 

Section III. This bill will be enforced by the Illinois Environmental Protection Agency. Failure 9 
for school districts to comply will result in a $300 fine for each pick-up cycle.  10

Section IV. This Bill shall go into effect on January 2nd, 2018 upon the signature of the 11
Youth Governor of the State of Illinois. 12
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H-O-05  
LOBBYIST POSITION PAPER 

Lobbyist's Name: Adele Pereira

Delegation: Kenwood Academy High School

Aligned with Preliminary Bill#: RII-17

I encourage the YMCA Youth Legislature to pass a bill that requires all public K-12 schools to 
implement a mandatory recycling program.

Our schools should be mandated to recycle any reusable items because it will create good 
recycling habits with students and staff and reduce excess waste. There remains an 
overwhelming amount of schools in Illinois without the resources and/or desire to convert to 
technology run class systems. Therefore, it is essential that the state address the impact of 
that paper use (as well as other recyclable materials) and allow them the convenience of 
recycling. Younger students can learn how to recycle regularly and older students will create 
habits out of recycling. By making recycling mandatory, it will be in every school and 
therefore be more convenient. It is more likely that students and teachers will recycle if it is 
easy for them. Moreover, the current use of paper in classrooms will be more 
environmentally friendly. 

Although some Illinois schools already recycle, mandating recycling statewide would have a 
significant impact. In a study by the Minnesota Pollution Control Agency, it was discovered 
that over 78% of school waste could be diverted from the trash to organics composting and 
container/paper recycling collection programs. They also found that the K-12 public schools 
in their state generated an estimated 483,520 pounds of waste per day. There are 2048 
schools in Minnesota. There are 4,493 public schools in Illinois. We have more than twice 
the number of public schools, currently throwing away tons of trash, that could be 
benefitting from recycling instead.

The bill will also convey the state’s concern for the well being of the ecosystem. That value 
should be carried from preschool throughout adult life. By implementing rules that help the 
Earth, those affected will have a better understanding of it’s importance. Recycling 
programs in our schools would help avoid unnecessary refuse and in the long run help 
protect the planet. By mandating recycling in our public school system, the State of Illinois 
would help reduce waste and teach students about the importance of conserving the Earth.

Summary: I will support all legislation that promotes environmental conservation or 
education in public schools.
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SSTATE OF ILLINOIS 

Sixty-Eigth Session 
Illinois Youth Legislature 

Introduced by:  Referred to Committee  Orange 2  

Senate Sponsor: Katie King  

House Sponsor: Adrianna Fedderke  

Co-Sponsors: Destiny Boswell  

Delegation: Sesser-Valier 

A BILL 

For an Act Amending to Title I, Section 1001, Subsections 2,8 amd 10, of the Illinois 
Compiled Statutes, relating to the Education of the English learners and the learning 
disabled. 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE YMCA YOUTH LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ILLINOIS. 

Section I. Schools that educate students requiring need of special services, including 1 
Learning disabilities and English language learners, must provide an aide for every five 2 
students. 3 

Section II. If the school does not provide an aide they will lose a portion of state school 4 
funding. The school will decide which department of funding from the state they would like 5 
to take the funding for the aides out of. If the school doesn’t choose which department to 6 
use for the aides then, the funding will be taken from extra/co-curricular activities funds 7 
from the state. 8 

Section III. The funding for this law will come from the Illinois State Board of Education. The 9 
school can also fundraise to help pay for supplies needed for the aide to assist the 10
students. Salaries for the potential new staff will also be funded as necessary, if there are 11
more students than staff to fulfill the five to one ratio of students to aide staff. 12

Section IV. Aides will not have the salary as an average school teacher. Their salary will vary 13
depending on how many hours they put into the week assisting the students, and what the 14
student needs their attendance for, and how many students they attend to, maximum of 15
five. 16

Section V. This Bill shall go into effect on July 1st, 2017 upon the signature of the Youth 17
Governor of the State of Illinois. 18
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SSTATE OF ILLINOIS 

Sixty-Eighth Session 
Illinois Youth Legislature 

Introduced by:  Referred to Committee: Orange 2  

Senate Sponsor: Sam Atac 

House Sponsor: Celia Millane 

Co-Sponsors: Zach Gidding 

Delegation: Batavia High School 

A BILL 

For an Act Amending Chapter 315 Article 12 Section 87, of the Illinois Compiled Statutes, 
relating to requiring the usage of solar energy on any state funded building. 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE YMCA YOUTH LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ILLINOIS. 

Section I.  All public schools, county buildings, city buildings and buildings occupied by state 1 
funded organizations are required to have a percentage of their annual energy usage come 2 
from a sustainable solar energy source. 3 

Section II.  If a building occupied by a state funded organization also houses non-state funded 4 
organizations, only the energy usage of the state funded portion of said building is subject 5 
of the solar energy requirement. 6 

Section III. If the building fails to meet the percentage requirement then the organization will 7 
stop receiving a percentage of funding equal to the percentage of solar energy required that is 8 
not being met, managed by the Environmental Protection Agency of Illinois. 9 

Section IV.  Each building must fund their own solar energy source in order for the state 10
funding to remain maintained. 11

Section V. The percentage of solar energy required will start at 10% and every 10 years it will 12
increase by 5% until the percentage required reaches 100%. 13

Section IV.  This Bill shall go into effect on January 1, 2024 upon the signature of  he Youth 14
Governor of the State of Illinois. 15
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SSTATE OF ILLINOIS 
Sixty-Eighth Session 

Illinois Youth Legislature 

Introduced by:  Referred to Committee:  
Senate Sponsor: Jelena Mihailovic 

House Sponsor: Annalee Johnson  

Co-Sponsors: Michelle Launi  

Delegation: Westmont 

A BILL 

For an Act Amending Chapter410 Section 230, of the Illinois Compiled Statutes, relating to 
Limits on multiple embryo  transfers   . 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE YMCA YOUTH LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ILLINOIS. 

Section I.  Illinois state laws regarding reproductive health will now require a limit on the 1 
number of embryos transferred during each reproductive cycle during assisted reproductive 2 
treatments (ART). 3 

Section II. Physicians and fertility clinics will only permit for a maximum of 3 embryos to be 4 
transferred during each reproductive cycle during IVF and assisted reproductive treatments.  5 
This limit is meant to curb the negative health and economic effects associated with 6 
multiple gestations. 7 

Section III. Any fertility clinic know to have disregarded this law and limitation will be fined 8 
up to $500,000 and will face the possibility of closure and loss of registration with  the 9 
American Society of Reproductive Medicine (ASRM). In addition, any practicing physician 10
known to have broken this limitation will be fined up to $100,000 and will face the possible 11
loss of their license. 12

Section IV.  The American Society of Reproductive Medicine will regulate fertility clinics and 13
ensure that they follow this law or the limit of 3 embryo transfers per reproductive cycle. 14

Section VI. This Bill shall go into effect on June 1, 2018 upon the signature of the Youth 15
Governor of the State of Illinois. 16
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SSTATE OF ILLINOIS 
Sixty-Eighth Session 

Illinois Youth Legislature 

Introduced by:  Referred to Committee: Orange 3  
Senate Sponsor: Ally Roehm   

House Sponsor: Grace Styve 

Co-Sponsors: Jaycee Garner, Emily Kovarik  

Delegation: Sesser-Valier 

A BILL 

For an Act creating Chapter 95, Section 12 of the Illinois Compiled Statutes, relating to those 
convicted of a DUI. 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE YMCA YOUTH LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ILLINOIS. 

 Section I. Any person convicted of driving under the influence shall be prohibited from working as a 1 
school bus driver for ten years after the date of conviction. 2 

 Section II. Driving while under the influence refers to driving under the influence of alcohol, other 3 
drug or drugs, intoxicating compound or compounds or any combination thereof. 4 

 Section III. This will apply to any person convicted of a DUI on or after January 1, 2018. 5 

 Section IV. This Bill shall go into effect on January 1, 2018 upon the signature of the Youth 6 
Governor of the State of Illinois. 7 
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H-O-09  

LOBBYIST POSITION PAPER 

Lobbyist’s Name: Tyler Winchester 

Delegation:  Sesser- Valier High School 

Aligned with Preliminary Bill:    Rlll-25 

I encourage the Youth YMCA Legislature to pass a bill that does not allow bus drivers to drive a 
bus in 10 years after getting a DUI. 

Our schools should not be allowed to let a past DUI person get to risk the lives of young kids. 

People need to realize that they are putting theirkids’ lives in danger by not putting a stop to this. 

What if they decide to drink and drive again? This should be put into affect not only for the kids on 
the bus but the people in the cars around them. 

Bus drivers should be taught to keep children safe and be able to risk their lives for the kids. A 

study in 2015 was said that wrecks caused by DUI’s happened once every 53 seconds. This should 

be taught at a young age not to drink in drive or be under the influence of drugs. In 2014 research 
says that 9,996 people were killed by drunk drivers you should not let this risk of drunk driving be 

put into your kids. 

Not allowing people with a DUI to drive a bus in 10 years would help protect all people. By doing 

this we could cause less death and more safe travel for your kids, the State of Illinois would help 
keep tons of people safe. 

Summary:  I will support any legislation that promotes safe travel for children. 
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SSTATE OF ILLINOIS 
Sixty-Eighth Session 

Illinois Youth Legislature 
 

Introduced by:  Referred to Committee:  Orange 3  

Senate  Sponsor: Elsa Broemmelsiek 
 
House Sponsor: Grace Gerardi  

Co-Sponsors: Aidan Meadows  

Delegation: Batavia 

A Bill 
 

For  an  Act  creating  Chapter  122 of  the Illinois  Compiled  Statutes  Article  105, Section 
28, relating to mandating L.G.B.T. inclusive sex education in state-funded schools. 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE YMCA YOUTH LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ILLINOIS. 

Section I.  This bill will mandate  that sexual  education  in Illinois  public  schools  will  provide 1 
scientifically supported, medically correct, and comprehensive information about contraception   2 
and  prevention   of   sexually   transmitted   infections   which   applies   to both heterosexual  3 
and lesbian, gay, bisexual, and transgender  (L.G.B.T.)  students that is  verified or supported  4 
by research conducted  in  compliance  with scientific  methods  and published in peer-reviewed  5 
journals,  where  appropriate,  and  recognized  as  accurate  and  objective  by professional 6 
organizations and agencies with expertise in the relevant field, such as the federal Centers  for  7 
Disease  Control  and Prevention,  the  American  Public Health  Association, the American 8 
Academy of Pediatrics, and the American College of Obstetricians and Gynecologists. 9 

Section II.  All schools in Illinois funded by the state will provide mandatory sexual education. 10
which includes medical, psychiatric,  psychological, evidence-based, or statistical  information 11
that is verified or supported by research conducted  by recognized medical,   psychiatric, 12
psychological, and public health professionals  or organizations, regarding  prevention  of 13
unplanned  pregnancy and sexually  transmitted infections. The curriculum will not include 14
abstinence as the only method of preventing the above conditions. 15

Section III. The curriculum mentioned in Section II shall be made tailored to all students, 16
including those who are lesbian, gay, bisexual and/or transgender regardless of the known 17
presence of LGBT individuals.  This entails representing LGBT individuals in topics such as 18
prevention   of sexually transmitted infections, healthy relationships, and prevention of 19
pregnancy. Every school district will be required to allocate $50 per student to materials and 20
services to further sexual education. Failure to comply will result in a fine of $50 per student 21
which increases by 5% for every year of noncompliance. 22
Section IV.  This Bill shall go into effect on August 1, 2017, upon the signature of the Youth 23
Governor of the State of Illinois. 24
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SSTATE OF ILLINOIS 

Sixty-Eighth Session 
Illinois Youth Legislature 

Introduced by:  Referred to Committee:  Orange 3  

Senate Sponsor: Abril Hunter  

House Sponsor: Kamryn Martin-Giacalone  

Co-Sponsors: 

Delegation: Gateway Region YMCA 

A BILL 

For an Act Amending Section 775/45 , of the Illinois Compiled Statutes, relating to 
Homelessness. 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE YMCA YOUTH LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ILLINOIS. 
Section I. Law  This bill will provide an incentive for counties to employ men and women 1 
without homes for day work in the state of Illinois. 2 

Section II. Administration Day work will consist of labor-intensive jobs that require very 3 
little experience. Each county will be required to employ a minimum of 20 homeless men and 4 
women per day with no maximum requirement. Day work completed will benefit county and 5 
state facilities and infrastructures and help the upkeep of the exterior premises. Also 6 
included will be state and county roads and highways. These homeless men and women will 7 
receive current state minimum wage and work for a minimum of four hours, with no 8 
maximum requirement. 9 

Section III. Funding The funding for this bill will be provided for by the Illinois property tax. 10
To fund this bill, only 0.035% of property taxes will be needed per year on average for all 11
counties in Illinois. Each county will pay a minimum of $136.74 per year per person to help 12
accomplish this system. 13

Section IV. Regulations The only homeless people eligible for this program will be required 14
to have lived in a homeless shelter one day and night prior to being accepted for day work. 15
Once a person works for one day, that same person will not be able to work again for the 16
same workweek, to enable equal opportunity for all people. These people must physically be 17
able to perform the duties and tasks that they are given with reasonable accommodations.   18
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Section V. Penalties If a county refuses to take part in the program described above they 19
will be fined an amount equivalent to the cost of the minimum required employment each 20
year. (1040 hours/people per county x 20 people x $8.25/hour) This totals to 21
approximately $171,600 from the county not the taxpayers each year. 22

Section VI. This Bill shall go into effect on July 1, 2017 upon the signature of the Youth 23
Governor of the State of Illinois. 24
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RI-81 H-O-12

SSTATE OF ILLINOIS 
Sixty-Eighth Session 

Illinois Youth Legislature 

Introduced by: Referred to Committee: Orange 3 

Senate Sponsor: Jacob Shapiro 

House Sponsor: Keanne Jabbarzadeh 

Co-Sponsors: Joshua Burg, Michael Josephson 

Delegation: Adlai E. Stevenson High School 

A BILL 

For an Act amending Chapter 720, Article 675, of the Illinois Compiled Statutes, relating to the 
legal age for sale of and possession of tobacco. 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE YMCA YOUTH LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ILLINOIS. 

Section I. No person under 21 years of age shall buy any tobacco product. No person shall 1 
sell, buy for, distribute samples of or furnish any tobacco product to any minor under 21 2 
years of age. 3 

Section II. No person under 21 years of age in the furtherance or facilitation of obtaining 4 
any tobacco product shall display or use a false or forged identification card or transfer, 5 
alter, or deface an identification card. 6 

Sections III. No person under 21 years of age shall possess any cigar, cigarette,  smokeless 7 
tobacco, or tobacco in any of its forms. 8 

Section IV. Tobacco products listed in this Section may be sold through a vending machine only 9 
if such tobacco products are not placed together with any non-tobacco product, other than 10
matches, in the vending machine and the vending machine is in any of the following 11
locations: 1) Places to which persons under 21 years of age are not permitted access, 2) 12
Places where alcoholic beverages are sold and consumed on the premises and vending 13
machine is under the direct supervision of the owner or manager, and 3) Places where the 14
vending machine can only be operated by the owner or an employee over age 21 either 15
directly or through a remote control device if the device is inaccessible to all customers. 16

Section V. It is not a violation of this Act for a person under 21 years of age to purchase or 17
possess a cigar, cigarette, smokeless tobacco or tobacco in any of its forms if the person 18
under the age of 21 purchases or is given the cigar, cigarette, smokeless tobacco or tobacco 19
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pursuant to a plan or action to investigate, patrol, or otherwise conduct a "sting operation" or 20
enforcement action against a retail seller of tobacco products or a person employed by the 21
retail seller of tobacco products or on any premises authorized to sell tobacco products to 22
determine if tobacco products are being sold or given to persons under 21 years of age if the 23
"sting operation" or enforcement action is approved by, conducted by, or conducted on behalf 24
of the Department of State Police, the county sheriff, a municipal police department, the 25
Department of Revenue, the Department of Public Health, or a local health department. The 26
results of any sting operation or enforcement action, including the name of the clerk, shall 27
be provided to the retail seller within 7 business days. 28

Section  VI.  All above sections will be enforced by local police, with punishments in accordance 29
with the Illinois Compiled Statutes Chapter 720, Section 675. 30

Section VII. Any person born before May 31, 2000 will be subject to a “grandfather clause” 31
and may continue to use tobacco products. Any individual born after May 31, 2000 may not 32
legally use tobacco products until the age of 21. 33

34
Section VIII. This bill shall go into effect on May 31, 2018 upon the signature of the Youth 35
Governor of the State of Illinois. 36
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H-O-13 

LLOBBYIST POSITION PAPER 

Lobbyist Name: Hannah Jabaay 

Delegation: Stagg High School 

Aligned with Preliminary Bill #: RI-27 

I encourage the YMCA Youth Legislature to pass a bill enacting term limits for the General Assembly 
members. The members of the General Assembly are preventing the opportunity of constituents and 
citizens in participating in legislation. Term limits would solve this matter, creating an effective and 
less political assembly. The opinion of the citizens will be favored rather than those of political 
incumbents. A poll taken in Illinois proves that 78.7 percent of citizens support these term limits 
(Good Government). In 2014, thousands and thousands of signatures were taken for petitions on 
term limits in Illinois (Good Government). PTerm limits on senators would also cause lobbyists and 
campaign contributors to direct their help towards newer candidates, in turn political influence by 
incumbents would be lessened. The General Assembly would be populated more by citizens who 
would take in the voice of the people if term limits are set. 

By enacting these term limits on the General Assembly, state legislatures will become more 
effective and the citizens interests will become recognized. 

Summary: I will support all legislation that promotes enacting term limits on the General Assembly. 
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LLobbyist Position Paper 

Lobbyist Name:  Elizabeth Mohda 

Delegation:  Amos Alonzo Stagg High School 

Aligned with Preliminary Bill#: RI-27 

I encourage the YMCA Youth Legislature to pass a bill that improves legislative productiveness by 
enacting General Assembly term limits. 

There should be a strict policy on term limits for any chance of maximum effectiveness in the 
Illinois legislature. Both the Senate and House have dissimilar authorities and objectives with the 
people they fulfill their time too. The size difference between the two districts is extensive.This will 
allow a good legislator to focus and will help the strong type of representation they are willing to 
provide. Say if you want to focus on issues facing the north-central region and you have to pick 
one city to represent, but you have to balance the other counties as well,you will not do your best 
work. Enacting term limits will allow legislators to do their foremost work. If private citizens agree 
on their good work ethic, later on they can re-elect the person. 

To create more knowledgeable legislators increasing term limits is the best option. There will be a 
sizable amount of legislators that know what to do if they switch out after a couple of years. Also 
since they will have limited time in office they will put in their best work effort so they can have a 
chance of winning re-election if they really take a pleasure in their work. They will not be 
unemployed after they finish their term. They could take an interest in mentoring more junior 
representatives so they can produce equally good laws. 

This proposed amendment can shift power back to the citizens while maintaining a term limit check 
for the elected officials. By enacting General Assembly term limits it will help maximize 
effectiveness in the Illinois legislature. 

I will support all legislation that improves legislative productiveness by enacting General Assembly 
term limits.
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RI-68 H-O-14

SSTATE OF ILLINOIS 

Sixty-Eighth Session 
Illinois Youth Legislature 

Introduced by:  Referred to Committee:  Orange 4  

Senate Sponsor: Matt DeGarmo  

House Sponsor: Danny Kowalczyk  

Co-Sponsors: Jacob Rogers, Brady Baker  

Delegation: Oswego 

A BILL 

For an Act Amending Chapter 105, Section 5 Article 27, of the Illinois Compiled Statutes, 
relating to Physical Education requirements in public high schools. 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE YMCA YOUTH LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ILLINOIS. 

Section I. This law will remove the mandate that public high schools must provide students 1 
a minimum of four physical education classes, one each year, throughout their four years in 2 
the school. A one semester health course will remain a requirement.  3 

Section II. The State of Illinois will not require students to partake in physical education 4 
classes. Local school boards will have final discretion in the number of years a student must 5 
partake in physical education. 6 

Section III. The physical education classes will still be available for selection as an elective 7 
course offering at the school board’s discretion. 8 

Section IV. School districts will have no financial obligation in regards to the removal of the 9 
mandate. 10

Section V. This Bill shall go into effect on August 1, 2018 upon the signature of the Youth 11
Governor of the State of Illinois. 12
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SSTATE OF ILLINOIS 

Sixty-Eighth Session 
Illinois Youth Legislature 

Introduced by:  Referred to Committee:  Orange 4  

Senate Sponsor: Gabrielle Spapperi  

House Sponsor: Roksana Lech  

Co-Sponsors: Franca Lolos, Lindsey Malhiot  

Delegation: Lake Park High School 

A BILL 

For an Act Amending Chapter 730, Section 5, Article 8, of the Illinois Compiled Statutes, 
relating to  Solitary Confinement. 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE YMCA YOUTH LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ILLINOIS. 

Section I. This bill will limit the usage of solitary confinement in prisons to a maximum of 1 
five hours at a time, without exceeding a total of seventy two hours within a 180 day span. 2 
Prisoners will be given the choice to go outside within their time in disciplinary segregation 3 
due to mental and physical health concerns. This legislation will require the usage of written 4 
referrals from correctional officers in order to place an inmate in solitary confinement.  5 

Section II. Failure to comply with these regulations will result in withdrawn funding for the 6 
prison. 7 

Section III. This bill shall be funded by the Illinois Department of Corrections. This bill will 8 
not cost any additional amount but rather cut costs by two-thirds of the amount it takes to 9 
house prisoners in solitary confinement. These funds will be reallocated back into the 10
prisons rehabilitation programs. 11

Section IV. This bill shall go into effect on January 1, 2018 upon the signature of the Youth 12
Governor of the State of Illinois. 13
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SSTATE OF ILLINOIS 

Sixty-Eighth Session 

Illinois Youth Legislature 
 

Introduced by:  Referred to Committee: OOrange 4  

Senate Sponsor:   Kevin  Jolani 

House Sponsor:    Julius Catchings 

Co-Sponsors:         Brandi Konkel 

Delegation:            Gateway Region YMCA     

 

A Bill 
 

For an act (415 ILCS 5/3.160), of the Illinois Compiled Statutes, relating to Amending the 

previously enacted Compiled Statutes regarding general construction or demolition debris. 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE YMCA YOUTH LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ILLINOIS. 

Section I. The Law  For the state of Illinois, this law would require all commercial building 1 
construction projects to produce no more than 5% material waste throughout the project.  In 2 
addition, 75-100% of recyclable waste, must be recycled.  These materials include, but are not 3 
limited to, concrete, wood, and bricks. 4 

Section II. Consequences  Breaking this law will result in a fine of $7,500 for every percentage over 5 
the legal 5% limit, and for every following infraction the fine will double, meaning the initial $7,500 6 
becomes $15,000 for every disallowed percentage. 7 

Section III. Enforcement  The commercial contractor will be required to overlook the construction 8 
project, keeping track of all numbers with receipts to back up the notes.  Building inspections will 9 
include this factor in construction checks. 10

Section VI. Funding  This bill will not require additional funding, and if a case were to require 11
funding, the profit made from fines will go toward the expenses. 12

Section V.  This Bill shall go into effect on July 1, 2017 upon the signature of the Youth Governor 13
of the State of Illinois. 14
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H-O-17 

LLOBBYIST POSITION PAPER 
 
Lobbyist Name: Mike Kaufmann 

Delegation: Amos Alonzo Stagg High School 

Aligned with Preliminary Bill #:  RII-29 
 
The bill to legalize the recreational use of cannabis is important and needs to go into effect to help 

get our country out of debt. Cannabis is considered less dangerous than alcohol, a quote from CNN 

“ Murderous drug cartels fueling violence in Mexico has claimed more than 60,000 lives” (Dan 

Riffle). Since Marijuana is illegal people have to face dangerous cartels, however if cannabis was 

legal, over 60,000 lives could be saved. This bill is actually in favor of most American’s, this is 

because the amount of money generated from cannabis will give the government enough money to 

pay off debt and then lowering taxes. If you are someone sick of taxes and the government taking 

your hard earned money, this is the bill for you. We have seen this type of government failure in the 

past when alcohol was illegal, after it was made legal again (Prohibition) the market went up and 

taxes went down, and more money was put into taxpayers pockets. Another quote from CNN says 

that “Like alcohol and tobacco, Marijuana could become a regular, source of tax revenue”. 

 

 Summary: Marijuana has not been proven to be as harmful or dangerous as alcohol and 

tobacco, so why fight a solution to one of America's largest problems. Cannabis can be a good 

change in America but we need to give it a shot, because it can save lives and bring money back 

into America.
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LLOBBYIST POSITION PAPER 
 
 
Lobbyist Name: Constantine Makris         

Delegation: Amos Alonzo Stagg High School        

Aligned with Preliminary Bill #:  RII - 29 

 

I encourage the YMCA Youth Legislature to pass a bill that lifts the prohibition on the recreational 

use of Cannabis in Illinois. 

The prohibition on the recreational use of Cannabis should be uplifted. According to PBS over 31% 

of the U.S. population is estimated to have used Cannabis. These numbers reinforce that the 

legalization of Cannabis would have a positive effect on the economy of not only Illinois, but also 

the U.S. Also, though there have not been many conclusive studies on the long-term effects of the 

use of Cannabis, there have been no deaths directly attributed to the recreational use of Cannabis 

in the U.S. or the world. 

According to the U.S. Department of Justice’s Bureau of Justice Statistics 12.4% of federal inmates 

are incarcerated for drug violations related to Cannabis offenses. This means that Cannabis 

incarcerations cost Americans about $1 billion a year. Nearly all of these are non-violent crimes. 

The legalization of Cannabis use in Illinois will save American taxpayers money. By decriminalizing 

the recreational use of Cannabis less money will be spent on prisons and more business 

opportunities will arise, considering the large amount of the population that uses Cannabis 

recreationally. 

Summary: I will support all legislation that promotes the legalization of the recreational use of 

Cannabis in Illinois. 
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STATE OF ILLINOIS 

Sixty-Eighth Session 
Illinois Youth Legislature 

 

Introduced by:  Referred to Committee:  Orange 5  

Senate Sponsor: Allyson Smerz  

House Sponsor: Justin Fischer  

Co-Sponsors: Seth DeClerck, Ava Jacobs  

Delegation:  Oswego 

 

A BILL 

For an Act amending Chapter 720 Section 5  Article 11, of the Illinois Compiled Statutes, 
relating to Sexual Assault Incident Procedure Act. 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE YMCA YOUTH LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ILLINOIS. 

Section I This bill will remove the statute of limitations on sexual assault. A victim of sexual 1 
assault will be allowed to press charges any amount of time after the incident.  2 

Section II. This law will be handled by the Illinois court system. 3 

Section III. This law only removes the statute of limitations on sexual assault. It does not 4 
require any funding. 5 

Section IV. This Bill shall go into effect on March 25, 2017 upon the signature of the Youth 6 
Governor of the State of Illinois. 7 
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STATE OF ILLINOIS 

Sixty-Eighth Session 
Illinois Youth Legislature 

 

Introduced by:  Referred to Committee:  Orange 5  

Senate Sponsor: Kyle Rittmueller  

House Sponsor: Benjamin Zimmerman  

Co-Sponsors: Sunjith Achanta, Jacob Ballmaier  

Delegation:  Lake Park High School 

 

A BILL 

For an Act amending Chapter 105, Section 5, Article 27, of the Illinois Compiled Statutes, 
relating to physical education in public schools. 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE YMCA YOUTH LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ILLINOIS. 

Section I. All public school students in grades 11-12 with a grade point average (GPA) of at 1 
least 3.2 on a 4.0 scale, or its equivalent on a different scale, will no longer be required to 2 
participate in physical education. The GPA considered will be weighted or unweighted, 3 
whichever is higher. Those who aren't eligible at the beginning of the school term will be 4 
required to take physical education for the entire term. 5 

Section II. Physical education will be optional to students who fulfill the GPA requirement. 6 
The GPA will be checked at the beginning of each term to make sure students are still 7 
eligible to participate in this removal from physical education or to add students have since 8 
become eligible. Any classes other than physical education or driver's education, will still be 9 
required to be taken by the students regardless of GPA.  10

Section III. Any public school that fails to implement this law one school year after its 11
passing will receive a 10% reduction in its state funding. This will be enforced by the Illinois 12
State Board of Education. 13

Section IV. This Bill shall go into effect on July 1, 2017 upon the signature of the Youth 14
Governor of the State of Illinois. 15
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LLOBBYIST POSITION PAPER 
 
 
Lobbyist Name: David Anderson        

Delegation: Lake Park High School       

Aligned with Preliminary Bill #:        RI - 29 

 

I strongly advocate YMCA Youth Legislature in passing a bill that repeals the physical education 

mandate required for public school students in Illinois. 

Our schools should not have to bear the burden of imposing physical education upon their students 

because it is deemed irrelevant and largely ineffective at promoting physical welfare. Kids of any age 

should not be forced to go through rigorous routinely exercise that almost inconceivably has any 

positive health impacts in their distant futures. Instead they should be focusing on their other primary 

academic classes that give students something worthwhile, a robust, foundational education. Several 

students each year perform exceptionally well in their core classes and are yet withheld from receiving a 

diploma due to failure of meeting the physical education requirement. The state should be encouraging 

brilliant minds, not crushing their chances. 

Why should students have to undergo the grueling daily cycle of dress, exercise, fatigue, and repeat? A 

study in the U.K. observed that boys who exercised frequently in gym class were just as healthy as the 

ones who didn’t see as much activity, concluding that nutrition was the most contributing factor to their 

health, not the amount of physical activity. Many students are even refraining from taking a gym class 

as it will leave a bad mark on their GPA. In 2011 about 100 high school seniors in New York were unable 

to graduate because their school had accidentally forgotten to enforce physical education. In order for 

them to receive diplomas, they had to make up 2-3 years of state curriculum P.E. courses. Had physcial 

education not been a prerequisite for graduation, 100 more seats would have been filled at 

Eliminating compulsory P.E. classes will rid students of meaningless, strenuous activity in addition to 

increasing the average student GPA and high school graduation rates across the state of Illinois. By 

dismissing this requirement, students will be given the freedom to exercise as they please and the 

flexibility to maintain strong academic performance in school. 

Summary:  I will support all legislation pertinent to the exclusion of mandatory physical education 

courses from Illinois public school curriculum. 
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STATE OF ILLINOIS 

Sixty-Eighth Session 
Illinois Youth Legislature 

 

Introduced by:  Referred to Committee:  Orange 5  

Senate Sponsor: Katie O'Connor  

House Sponsor: McKenzie Chamberlain  

Co-Sponsors: None  

Delegation:  Gateway Region YMCA 

 

A BILL 

For an Act creating Chapter 30 Section IX, of the Illinois Compiled Statutes, relating to 
comprehensive Solar Energy Act of 1977. 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE YMCA YOUTH LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ILLINOIS. 

Section I.Mandating solar panel installation providing for 20% of the total electricity used 1 
on all new commercial construction and residential construction over 7,000 sq ft. 2 

Section II. Existing facilities that add a significant renovation of 2,000 sq ft or more will 3 
have to abide as if they were new construction and install solar panels to conform to the 4 
20% requirement. 5 

Section III. For every month after January 1st, 2018 that solar panels are not installed on 6 
new residential construction over 7,000 sq ft and all commercial construction a $800 fine 7 
will be issued. These funds will be put towards alternative energy research. 8 

Section IV. If there is an inadequate amount of sunlight in the building area, Renewable 9 
Energy Credits may be purchased to compensate. You must purchase enough REC’s to cover 10
20% of the total electricity used. 11

Section V. In order to attain a building permit the building plan presented must include 12
adequate amounts of space dedicated to solar energy, and how they calculated that 13
number. 14

 Section VI. This Bill shall go into effect on January 1st, 2018 upon the signature of the 15
Youth Governor of the State of Illinois 16
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STATE OF ILLINOIS 

Sixty-Eighth Session 

Illinois Youth Legislature 

 

Introduced by:  Referred to Committee:  Orange 6  

Senate Sponsor: Karla Cruz   

House Sponsor: Niyanna Warlick 

Co-Sponsors: Lilly Boaitey 

Delegation:   UNO Rogers Park HS 
 

A BILL 
 

For an Act amending Chapter 122 Section 27-9.1, of the Illinois Compiled Statutes, relating to 
State Graduation Requirements for health. 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE YMCA YOUTH LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ILLINOIS. 

Section I. All Illinois high schools, public and charter, are required to educate their students on 1 
human trafficking as part of their sex education requirement, of their mandated 18 week health 2 
course requirement for student graduation. 3 

Section II. Educators are required to educate about local, state, and federal services in regards to 4 
human trafficking, including hotlines and outreach service, as a public service to combat human 5 
trafficking.  6 

Section III. Educators are required to educate about the effects of human trafficking: (a) how people 7 
enter human trafficking (b) the effects on vicitims due to human trafficking (c) the over all effects 8 
on society.  9 

Section IV. This Bill shall go into effect on June 1st 2017, upon the signature of the Youth Governor 10 
of the State of Illinois. 11 
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STATE OF ILLINOIS 

Sixty-Eighth Session 
Illinois Youth Legislature 

 

Introduced by:  Referred to Committee:  Orange 6  

Senate Sponsor: Gina DiDonna  

House Sponsor: Caroline Leffler  

Co-Sponsors: Christina Philippou  

Delegation:  Lake Park High School  

 

A BILL 

For an Act Amending Chapter 305, Section 10, of the Illinois Compiled Statutes, relating to 
welfare reform. 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE YMCA YOUTH LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ILLINOIS. 

Section I. This bill will put restrictions on the amount of time an individual is allowed to 1 
receive welfare payments. After three years, each welfare case will be reevaluated by a task 2 
force at the Illinois Department of Human Services. Individuals having legitimate health 3 
conditions proved by quarterly doctor’s checkups, disabling them to work, will not be 4 
included.  5 

Section II. As a condition of aid to receive welfare, if an individual on welfare commits a 6 
crime, falsely claims medical disability, or any other criminal misconduct, their supplemental 7 
aid will be reevaluated.  8 

Section III. The following procedure will be followed in condition of aid infractions, including 9 
but not limited to: 1) The first offense committed will result in a written warning via email 10
or phone call from the Illinois Department of Human Services. 2) The second offense will 11
result in a court hearing before a judge to discuss the suspension from monetary aid. 3) 12
Multiple infractions on the condition of aid will result in termination of the benefit. 13

Section IV. This Bill shall go into effect on May 1, 2017 upon the signature of the Youth 14
Governor of the State of Illinois. 15
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H-O-22 

LLOBBYIST POSITION PAPER 
 
 
Lobbyist Name: Emily Walker        

Delegation: Lake Park High School       

Aligned with Preliminary Bill #:        RI-28 

 

I encourage the YMCA Youth Legislature to pass a bill that mandates restrictions on the amount of time 

an individual is allowed to receive welfare payments in the state of Illinois. 

The state government of Illinois should mandate restrictions on the amount of time an individual is 

allowed to receive welfare payments, because the longer a person stays on welfare, the chance of fraud 

is more likely to occur. Studies show that in the state of Maine alone, 1.2 million dollars were stolen in 

2015 due to fraud of the welfare system. A major cause of fraud is from people lying about their 

employment or their annual income amounts. Placing restrictions on the time on welfare will not only 

decrease the amount of money taken from the Illinois state government, but it will also decrease the 

amount stolen from the federal government. 

By enforcing limitations on the amount of time one can be on welfare, taxpayers and businesses will 

save a great deal of money. Reports show that businesses lose about 5% of all profits to welfare fraud. 

About one out of seven people will become dependent upon the welfare system. Being dependent upon 

the welfare systems costs taxpayers a lot of money. The average taxpayer spends about 8,776 dollars 

to keep federal welfare rolling. That brings that total cost of federal welfare to about 965 billion dollars 

a year. All of this money goes to welfare users who could very much be abusing the system. If the state 

of Illinois decreases the time someone can be on welfare, taxpayers will save money and the government 

won’t be spending 965 billion on welfare users.   

Limitations on the time a person can be on welfare will help protect the state government and the 

federal government. By mandating this bill in the state of Illinois, the chances of fraud throughout the 

system will decrease, and the taxpayers and businesses will save a lot of money.    

Summary: I will support all legislation that promotes restrictions on the amount of time an individual is 

allowed to receive welfare payments. 
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H-O-23 

LLOBBYIST POSITION PAPER 
 
 
Lobbyist Name:  Julia Brooks        

Delegation: Stagg Highschool       

Aligned with Preliminary Bill #:        RII-30 

I encourage the YMCA Youth Legislature to pass a bill that mandates the state of  Illinois to require 

the  Department of Veterans Affairs to treat veterans suffering from Post-Traumatic Stress 

disorder with service dogs. 

After veterans lucky enough to survive make it home, they have a  rough time adjusting back to a 

normal life. Soldiers witness such awful things that these horrible experiences can permanently 

damage them. Some veterans have a harder time adjusting from the intense, scary life as a soldier 

back to their original, normal life as a regular person. Unfortunately some of these veterans suffer 

from a condition known as PTSD or Post-traumatic stress disorder. 

Bill number RII-30 wants to help those suffering from PTSD, if wanted, the option to be helped with 

their condition through service dogs. Dogs help relieve stress and all dog owners can benefit from 

the companionship of a loyal dog. According to the National Center for PTSD, Having a dog as a pet 

can benefit anyone who likes dogs, including people with PTSD. For example, dogs help bring out 

feelings of love, take orders well when trained. This can be very comfortable for a Veteran who was 

used to giving orders in the military.  

Dogs can help veterans do things they have been avoiding because of their PTSD. They are a good 

reason to get out of the house, spend time outdoors, and meet new people. Having a companion is 

important to veterans. A dog would distract their mind from thinking how they would during the 

war, teach them to have fun again without fearing for their life, and overall just make sure they 

aren't lonely while they fight the long battle of overcoming PTSD. 

Summary: I will support all legislation that promotes the Department of Veterans Affairs to help 

veterans suffering from PTSD with the treatment of being provided a comfort dog.  
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LLOBBYIST POSITION PAPER 
 
 
Lobbyist Name: Sydney Brown  

Delegation: Stagg 

Aligned with Preliminary Bill #: RII-30 

 
 
I strongly encourage the YMCA Youth Lesgislature to pass a bill requiring the Illinios Department of 
Veterans Affairs to launch a program that treats veterans affected with Post-Trumatic Stress 
Disorder, and other physcial and mental disablilities, through the theraputic practice of educating 
veterans how to train and handle service dogs. 
 
When veterans return from war with mental and physical disabilities such as Post- Trumatic Stress 
Disorder, we need to have a program to help them recover. This program will help veterans get back 
on their feet, mentally and physically, with the therapeutic help of service dogs. Taxes imposed on 
cigarettes and other tobacco products will fund and enable veterans to train service dogs and once 
properly prepared, handle said dog on their own. 
 
This program will help many veterans who are truly struggling with their post war disabilities. Meg 
Daley, who is a spokesperson for the Warrior Canine Connection stated, 
¨Researchers are accumulating evidence that bonding with dogs has biological effects, 
such as elevated levels of the hormone oxytocin. 
to interpret facial expressions, the overcoming of paranoia and other pro-social effects— the 
opposite of PTSD symptoms.¨ Dogs truly have the power to help our veterans suffering with 
conditions and disabilities such as Post-Trumatic Stress Disorder. 
 
With the addition of this program by the Illinios Department of Veterans Affairs, many veterans will 
get the thearaputic treatment they need through the help of service dogs. Funding from cigarette 
taxes and other tobacco products will ensure this program’s success and change the lives of the 
veterans who have have fought so hard to protect our country. 
 
Summary: I strongly support all legislation that supports the addition of a program by the 
Department of Veterans Affairs to give veterans with Post-Trumatic Stress Disorder and other 
diseases the opportunity to train and work with service dogs.
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SSTATE OF ILLINOIS 
Sixty-Eighth Session

Illinois Youth Legislature 

Introduced by:  Referred to Committee: Orange 6  

Senate Sponsor: Benjamin Lukose 

House Sponsor: Saneil Harchekar 

Co-Sponsors:  Eshana Vora, Yaajnavalki Varanasi 

Delegation: Adlai E. Stevenson High School 

A BILL 

AN ACT amending Chapter 50 ILCS 727 Article 1 - Police and Community Relations 
Improvement Act to create a committee of peers to oversee police internal investigations. 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE YMCA YOUTH LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ILLINOIS. 

Section I. This Bill will create a committee to oversee internal investigations for police 1 
precincts in the state of Illinois. 2 

Section II. Action by the committee is warranted when an individual employed by a state or city 3 
police department is involved in a shooting of a civilian. 4 

Section III. A %0.06 excise tax will be implemented on tobacco, alcohol, and lottery products. 5 

Section VI. Members will get an income that is representative of the median income of their 6 
respective field (data will be provided by the most recent state census) and will be adjusted for 7 
inflation annually. 8 

Section V. Remaining revenue earned will cover travel, recruitment and other costs for 9 
members of the committee. 10

Section VI. Committee members will include six Police Chiefs with a minimum of seven years of 11
experience, twelve District or Assistant District Attorneys with a minimum of seven years of 12
experience and six Social Psychologists with a Master’s degree and a minimum of seven years 13
of experience. 14

Section IV. The members of the committee who initially serve will be decided by the Youth 15
Governor and affirmed by a two-thirds majority in the State House of Representatives and 16
adding new members will be chosen using a simple majority vote within the committee. 17
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Section VII. Two committees of nine will be created each consisting of two Police Chiefs, five 18
district attorneys, and two social psychologists. Remaining members will stand in cases of 19
illness, death, or inability to work. 20

Section VIII. Members of the committee will rotate annually or under special circumstances 21
decided upon the discretion of the committee. 22
Section X. The decision made by the committee will decide whether the policeman or policemen 23
involved in the incident is to be indicted. Decisions will be made by a simple majority vote. 24

Section XI. This Bill shall go into effect on January 1st, 2018, upon the signature of the Youth 25
Governor of the State of Illinois. 26
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STATE OF ILLINOIS 

Sixty-Eighth Session 
Illinois Youth Legislature 

 

Introduced by:  Referred to Committee:  Orange 7  

Senate Sponsor: Michael Flesher  

House Sponsor: Brittany Morey  

Co-Sponsors:        

Delegation:  Warren Township 

 

A BILL 

For an Act Amending, Chapter 605 Article 30 , of the Illinois Compiled Statutes, relating to 
Township Construction and Maintenance of Roads, Bridges, and Walkways.. 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE YMCA YOUTH LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ILLINOIS. 

Section I. This Act may be cited as the Walkway Act. 1 

Section II A paved Pedestrian Walkway shall be put in at least 3 feet away from all Public 2 
Roads in Illinois. If that is not possible because of pre-existing structures, then the 3 
walkway may be put in next to the shoulder of the road at least 6 inches above the surface 4 
of the road will a wall separating the pedestrian and motor traffic. 5 

Section III. The walkways will only be put in on the roads referenced in Section IX and X. 6 

Section IV. The funding of this Act will be references in Sections IX and X.  7 

Section V. The walkway will be maintained just like roads. This includes what is stated in 8 
Sections VII, VIII, and IX. 9 

Section VI, All the definitions for this Act are in Sections XII, XIII and XIV. 10

Section VII. In regards to maintenance, the walkway will always be open during these 11
checks: A yearly brush, tree, snag safety check, yearly stream trash removal, yearly mowing 12
of the vegetation around the walkway, yearly fence and cattle guard check, snow removal, 13
pothole check, storm damage and pollution control structure check, quarterly check of signs 14
and notices. 15

Orange - 45



RII 38 H-O-25 

Section VIII. In regards to maintenance, the walkway will be closed but usable during these 16
checks: periodic dust control near inhabited or work areas, pre and post rainy season 17
channel crossing and ditch maintenance, storm damage and pollution control structure 18
repair, yearly brush, tree, snag safety removal, yearly fence and cattle guard repair, pothole 19
repair. 20

Section IX.  In regards to maintenance, the walkway will be closed and not usable during 21
these checks: reconstruction of channel crossing structures, re-installation of ditches and 22
cross drains if needed, clear debris such as landslides and trees, regrade and finish road 23
surface, installation of signs and posts as needed, reconstruct road to higher standard if 24
needed. 25

Section X. In regards to funding, the walkway being put in on Municipal Roads will be put in 26
and paid for by the independent Municipalities. 27

Section XI. In regards to funding, the walkway being put in on Streets will be put in and paid 28
for by independent Counties. 29

Section XII. Public Roads are all roads owned and maintained by the governments of the 30
state of Illinois. 31

Section XIII. Municipal Roads are roads that connect the Municipalities and the roads that 32
connect Urban Areas. Streets are roads that connect the Townships and Counties. State 33
Roads are roads that connect large cities in Illinois. National Roads are roads that connect 34
different cities in different states. 35

Section XIV. These definitions refer to the times periods stated in Sections VII, IIX, and IX. 36

Yearly means every first week of June. 37
Seasonally means every first week of March and September. 38
Quarterly means every second week of March, June, September, and December. 39

Section XV. This act shall be enforced by the Illinois Department of Transportation (IDOT). 40

Section XII. This Bill shall go into effect on June 1, 2019 upon the signature of the Youth 41
Governor of the State of Illinois. 42
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SSTATE OF ILLINOIS 

Sixty-Eighth Session 

Illinois Youth Legislature 
 

Introduced by:  Referred to Committee:  Orange 7  

Senate Sponsor: Sarah Mohammad  

House Sponsor:  Aleena Ahmed 

Co-Sponsor:   Farah Mohammad  

Co-Sponsor:   Leyla Jibawi 

Delegation:   Islamic Foundation School  

 

 
A BILL  

For an Act      , of the Illinois Compiled Statutes, relating to      . 

 
BE IT ENACTED BY THE YMCA YOUTH LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ILLINOIS. 

 1 
Section I: In the case that teens may need to drive during the current curfew hours, we are creating 2 
an act to change the legal curfew to accommodate teen drivers.  3 
Section II: The Office of the Secretary of State will permit all teen drivers to drive at any time of the 4 
day, except during the hours of 12:00 AM to 4:00 AM, Sunday through Thursday, and 2:00 AM to 5 
5:00 AM on Friday and Saturday, as opposed to 10:00 PM to 6:00 AM Sunday through Thursday, 6 
and 11:00 PM to 6:00 AM on Friday and 7 Saturday. 7 
Section IV: This bill shall go into effect on January 1, 2017, upon the signature of the Youth 8 
Governor of the State of Illinois.  9 
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SSTATE OF ILLINOIS 

Sixty-Eighth Session 
Illinois Youth Legislature 

 

Introduced by:  Referred to Committee:  Orange 7  

Senate Sponsor:  Vivek Ganesan 
 
House Sponsor:   Matthew Fitzgerald 
 
Co-Sponsors: 
 
Delegation:          Metea Valley High School  
 

A BILL 
 

For an Act amending Chapter 110 Section 25-1, of the Illinois Compiled Statutes, relating to 
collegiate athletic protection.  

 
BE IT ENACTED BY THE YMCA YOUTH LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ILLINOIS. 

 1 
Section I: This bill shall be enforced to all public colleges and universities in the state of Illinois. The 2 
state of Illinois shall define a public university as an institution of higher education that is provided 3 
monetary non-penalty funds by the state, and the institution offers a minimum of an undergraduate 4 
degree. This bill shall be in effect for all athletics divisions programs in all public colleges and 5 
universities in the state of Illinois.  6 

Section II: The National Collegiate Athletic Association defines a student-athlete as a student 7 
concurrently participating in athletics in addition to his or her undergraduate studies at the college 8 
or university. Many of these student-athletes receive scholarships for participation in collegiate 9 
athletic programs. All public colleges and universities in the state of Illinois shall provide health 10 
insurance to student-athletes that have no coverage under any health insurance as defined by the 11 
Patient Protection and Affordable Care Act. 12 

Section III: All public colleges and universities shall provide payment for medical bills of student-13 
athletes that are not covered by student health insurance plan regardless of cost.  Any student-14 
athlete that does not receive insurance coverage of medical bills shall receive a full payment of 15 
remaining medical costs from the college or university.  16 

Section IV: The estimated cost of medical coverage for students can range between five hundred 17 
million United States dollars to one billion dollars with estimation that  18 
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every student at every college and university. Non-insured student-athlete injury bills shall be 19 
covered by athletic and academic bonuses designated for athletic coaches. The university shall 20 
withhold academic and athletic bonuses, stipends, additional academic non-secondary employment 21 
income for athletic coaches to provide non-insured medical payments for student-athlete medical 22 
bills not covered by student insurance. This bill shall impose a 0.5% on hedge fund profits and 23 
returns from accredited investors. All funds collected from this tax shall only finance provisions 24 
necessary in this bill.  25 

Section V: Penalties: Any public college or university within the state of Illinois that does not 26 
adhere to the terms, policies, and regulations stated in previous sections of this amending bill shall 27 
give a full refund of all tuition that has been paid and the amount that remains to be paid for 28 
further education and all medical expenses.  29 

Section VI: Enforcement: The provisions, terms, policies, and regulations of this bill shall be 30 
enforced by the Illinois Department of Health and Human Services and the Illinois Department of 31 
Education. The Illinois Department of Education has the right but not the obligation to establish an 32 
agency to oversee the collegiate athletics of all public colleges and universities in the state of 33 
Illinois. The funding for the creation of this agency shall be derived from revenues collected by from 34 
the tax on cigarettes and tobacco related products.  35 

Section VII: This bill will go into effect June 30, 2017 upon the signature of the Youth 41Governor 36 
of the state of Illinois.  37 
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SSTATE OF ILLINOIS 
Sixty-Eighth Session 

Illinois Youth Legislature 
 
Introduced by:  Referred to Committee:  Orange 7  
 
Senate  Sponsor: Wescot Washburn  

House Sponsor: David Robbins  

Co-Sponsors: Braden Rice 

Delegation: Carterville 
 

A BILL 
 
For an Act Amending Chapter 105, section 5, of the Illinois Compiled Statutes, relating to 
Evaluation of Certified Employees. 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE YMCA YOUTH LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ILLINOIS. 

Section I.  Teachers  are not  going to be aware of  the dates of their evaluation ahead of 1 
time, and must count the final test meant to show student growth as a grade. 2 

Section II.  Any pre-tests  or mid tests designed to demonstrate student growth do not 3 
have to count for a grade, but the final test must be counted for a grade. 4 

Section III. If  the  date a  teacher is  selected  to  be evaluated  does not provide a 5 
suitable class period for evaluation (such as the date of a test), the evaluation will be 6 
postponed. 7 

Section IV.  Any individual or group that is shown to not comply with the rules of the 8 
aforementioned sections, will be disciplined by their school district. 9 

Section V. School districts will have until the first school year after this bill goes into 10
effect  to develop  their systems for evaluation  (Including  standard  disciplinary  action for 11
those not in compliance with the guidelines),  complying with the abovementioned 12
guidelines, and  other regulations within the Illinois Compiled Statutes. 13

Section VI.  This Bill shall go into effect on July 1, 2017 upon the  signature of the Youth 14
Governor of the State of Illinois.15
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LOBBYIST POSITION PAPER 

 
 
Lobbyist Name:  Isabel Cordero  

Delegation:  Carterville High School 

Aligned with Preliminary Bill #:  RIII-13 

 

I encourage the YMCA Youth Legislature to pass a bill that mandates the teachers of Illinois 

will  not be aware of their evaluation ahead of time, and must count the final  test meant to 

show  student growth as a  grade. 

Teachers should not be aware of their evaluation because as a result the teachers will try 

harder  and it  will ensure quality  teaching. The Illinois State Board of Education is already  

ensuring   quality  education,  but this  would secure and organize the  new evaluation  system 

even more. 

Requiring unknown test dates would help prevent teachers from lying about when the 

students took the test and preparing the students excessively so they achieve a higher 

evaluation. Also, requiring the last evaluation test to count as a grade for the students 

would motivate them to try harder and therefore giving the teacher a better evaluation. 

Omitting the grade for the first two evaluation tests will allow students to prepare and 

know what to expect when it comes time for the final test grade. 

Summary: I  will support  all  legislation that promotes  unknowlegable  evaluation  tests  for 
the teachers. 
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STATE OF ILLINOIS 
Sixty-Eighth Session 

Illinois Youth Legislature 
 
Introduced by:  Referred to Committee: Orange 7  
 
Senate Sponsor: Katie Rosol 
 
House Sponsor: Sebastian Gamboa 
 
Co-Sponsors: Lucy Prado. Raymond Magtibay 
 
Delegation: Westmont 
 
 
 

A BILL 
 
For an Act amending Chapter 410 ILCS 82, of the Illinois  Compiled Statutes,  relating  to 
smoking regulations. 
 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE YMCA YOUTH LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ILLINOIS. 
 1 
Section  I.   This  Bill  will  benefit  public  health  by  extending  the  minimum smoking distance  2 
near a public building from 15 feet to  45  feet. 3 
Section II.  Under the current regulations set by Act 410 ILCS 82, individuals smoking just 4 
remain 15 feet away from areas listed in Section X of Act Chapter 410 ILCS 82. This bill 5 
motions  to  extend  that  distance  to  45  feet  and completely  ban smoking on school 6 
grounds as well as extending the minimum distance to    100 feet. 7 
Section  III. Review  the  potential  hazards  of  smoking  as  defined  by  the U.S. 8 
Department  of  Health  &  Human  Services.  These  include  the  risks  of; secondhand smoke; 9 
Cancer, Brain Damage,  Kidney  Damage;  Risk of getting  diseases  along with the 16 million  10
Americans  who also have smoking related  diseases, and  not to mention the fact that dogs 11
and cats that are exposed to smoke are 5-7 times more likely to develop cancer; statistics 12
with infants are very similar. 13

Section  IV.  With the 32.5 million smokers  in  the U.S., we must be cautious allowing people to 14
smoke near public buildings  where  passersby,  pets, babies, children, and teens can potentially  15
inhale the  carcinogens  given off by smokers. This regulation will keep the  smokers an 16
additional 30 feet  away. 17

Section  V. This Bill does ban the  use of tobacco  related products  on school   property and 18
must be kept 100 feet away. 19
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SectionVI, This  bill does not apply to bars, where the minimum distance will  be kept at 15 20
feet. 21

Section VII. Definitions: Bar- Establishment  with a valid liquor license or a smoke shop with an  22
inner smoking  area.  Including  but  not  limited  to;  sports  bars, pubs, bars, smoke shops, 23
cigar lounges, adult entertainment facilities,  or gaming  establishments. This does not apply to 24
restaurants with an inner bar.School- Establishments including but not limited to;daycares, 25
private schools, public schools, preschool centers, or Preparatory schools. This does not apply 26
to post high-school education centers such as colleges and universities. Tobacco Product-  Any 27
device or apparatus containing tobacco  that emits exhaust or waste. Including but not 28
limited to; cigars, cigarettes, cigarillos, or vape pens. 29
Section  VIII. Penalties  will remain the same  as the  ones listed in  the "Smoke Free Illinois" 30
Act. Section IX.  No additional  funding  is  required  for this act. The party that  will  enforce 31
this act are the multiple, pre-existing police forces Illinois has at its disposal._ 32

Section  X. This Bill shall  go into effect on January 1, 2018 upon the signature of the Youth  33
Governor of the State of Illinois.  34
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STATE OF ILLINOIS 

Sixty-Eighth Session 
Illinois Youth Legislature 

 

Introduced by: RReferred to Committee: OOrange 1 

Senate Sponsor: Hayley Whittington 

House Sponsor: Alecia Stacey 

Co-Sponsors: Jenna Jones, Lauren Mygatt 

Delegation:  Sesser-Valier 

 

A BILL 

For an Act Creating Act 5 Chapter 21 Section 1, of the Illinois_Compiled_Statutes, relating to 
Tobacco Use in a Motorized Vehicle with Minors Present. 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE YMCA YOUTH LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ILLINOIS. 

Section I. This act will make it illegal for any drivers in Illinois to use tobacco products while 1 
operating a motorized vehicle with minors present inside vehicle. 2 

Section II. This law will apply to the usage of all tobacco and nicotine products that can be smoked 3 
or produce smoke and or vapor. 4 

Section III. Punishments regarding failures to comply with this law would include: Upon first 5 
violation, a fine of two-hundred and fifty dollars will be given. Upon the second violation, a five-6 
hundred dollar fine will be given along with a DCFS report   filed. Upon third violation, a seven-7 
hundred and fifty dollar fine will be given along  with that of the children being placed into to DCF's 8 
custody and the driver's license will be revoked for six months. 9 

Section IIII. This Bill shall go into effect on January 1, 2018 upon the signature of  the Youth 10
Governor of the State of Illinois. 11
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STATE OF ILLINOIS 

Sixty-Eighth Session 
Illinois Youth Legislature 

 

Introduced by:  Referred to Committee:  Orange 1  

Senate Sponsor: Devki Patel  

House Sponsor: Noah Elston  

Co-Sponsors: Chetna Landge  

Delegation:  Metea Valley High School 

 

A BILL 

For an Act Amending section 625 ILCS 5/12-610.2, of the Illinois Compiled Statutes, 
relating to Transportation. 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE YMCA YOUTH LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ILLINOIS. 

Section I. This bill will require all phone companies to enable a driver mode in tandem with 1 
Car Company placing a receiver chip into their cars that will restrict certain apps from being 2 
used while driving.  3 

Section II. Driving mode will be much like airplane mode, which will restrict certain apps like 4 
messaging and social media.  5 

Section III. Driving mode will exist in all the new phones being produced from now on. This 6 
goes for all new cars as well, they will be required to possess a receiving chip and in 3 7 
years’ time when majority of the population owns phones with driving mode it will then be 8 
required that all cars registered in Illinois that do not have a receiving chip will be given 30 9 
days to produce evidence of the installation of one. (This can be done at any local auto 10
shop or dealer). This receiving chip will automatically connect to any phone within its range 11
(The range being the driver's seat and the center console). Once the driver sits down in the 12
seat and the connection between the phone and the chip will be made, the driver mode will 13
automatically be activated and the driver will be restricted from the distracting apps. 14

Section IV. Any phone company that fails to follow this bill will face a fine and will be 15
required to replace any phones given out without a driver mode. Any car company that fails 16
to follow this will face a fine and will be required to recall all cars without a chip to the 17
dealerships to have one installed. 18
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Section V. The Illinois Department of Transportation will enforce that all smartphones will 19
have a driving mode and that all cars will have a receiving chip. 20

Section VI.  Phone companies will use the money they already have to put this system into 21
place using the revenue from previous years and will continue to use the revenue from new 22
phones to keep the production flow. Car companies will be given a wholesale price for the 23
receiving chips to make it affordable for them to implement into their cars. 24

Section VII. Before these new phones are sold to the public, they will be tested to make 25
sure the chip and the phone connect and the apps are truly restricted. 26

Section VIII. This Bill shall go into effect on June 30, 2017 upon the signature of the Youth 27
Governor of the State of Illinois. 28
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SSTATE OF ILLINOIS 
Sixty-Eighth Session 

Illinois Youth Legislature 
 
Introduced by:  Referred to Committee:  Orange 1  
 
Senate Sponsor: Tabitha Koch  

House Sponsor: Sydney Smith  

Co-Sponsors: 

Delegation: Carterville 

A BILL 
 
For an Act Chapter 105 Section 315, of the Illinois Compiled Statutes, relating to self defense 
training in schools. 
 
BE IT ENACTED BY THE YMCA YOUTH LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ILLINOIS. 
 
Section I.  Self defense courses will be implemented throughout all public high schools and 1 
colleges in Illinois.  The classes will be facilitated by R.A.D. (Rape and Aggression Defense),  a 2 
company that offers rape and aggression defense training for both men and women. 3 
Section II.  Self defense courses will be mandatory for high school freshman, and will be taken 4 
again by students in their junior year.  An optional refresher course will be offered for seniors.   5 
If students do not have a gym or study hall class that they can take this course during, they 6 
will have to decide with a guidance counselor, principal, or vice principal at what time during 7 
the school day they could take this course.  The course is a minimum of 9 hours, and the 8 
schools can decide how they would like to break up this time. 9 

Section III. The colleges that do not currently offer free self defense courses to their students 10
will be required to implement the courses.  High schools that do not offer these courses 11
currently will be required to follow through with one of two options for the implementation of 12
the program. 13

Section IV. The high school may come to an agreement with a college or other facility that 14
provides R.A.D. training where the courses will be conducted in the high school. If this is not 15
feasible for the high schools, they are to have faculty at the school take training classes to 16
become instructors.  The trained faculty will then be the instructors for the courses taught to 17
the students. If the schools sign their faulty up for these training courses by June 13th, the  18
state will pay for the faulty to be instructed: however, if they fail to sign up by the required 19
date, the school  will have to pay for the training themselves. 20

Section V. A yearly training session for instructors will be held on July 31st for those who have 21
signed up  by  the  June  deadline  in their respective  counties. Sicne R.A.D. training is being 22
implemented statewide and will bring in a large amount of revenue from the company,  23

Orange - 62



RIII-34 S-O-04 
R.A.D. will be required to give a discounted  price to  the state when they hold the yearly 24
training sessions. If a school does not send their faulty to one of these sessions, they will be 25
required to pay the original price of this program that is held throughout the year themselves 26
which is $9,500. 27
Section VI.   If a public school does not implement self defense courses, they will be sued for 28
not following state regulations. 29
Section VII. To fund the implementation of these courses, anyone convicted of sexual assault 30
of physical assault will be fined as well any other ramifications of their actions such as jail 31
time. 32
Section VIII. Schools will be required to provide these courses starting the school year of 33
2017-2018. 34
Section IX. This Bill shall go into effect on June 1st, 2017 upon the signature of the Youth 35
Governor of the State of Illinois. 36
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S-O-04  
LOBBYIST POSITION PAPER 

 
 
Lobbyist Name:  Emily Boshera  

Delegation:  Carterville High School 

Aligned with Preliminary Bill #:  RIII-34 

 

I encourage the YMCA Youth Legislature to pass a bill that requires all high school and colleges, 

freshmen and juniors, to take a self-defense class to help students protect themselves against 

rape and aggression. 

 

The schools in Illinois need to make a self-defense class mandatory for students because the 

majority of students, whether they be in college or high school, are most likely to experience 

some form of sexual assault or rape. Research shows that 11.2 % of all college students 

experience sexual assault or rape, though among undergraduate students, 23. l% of females 

and 5.4% of males experience a type of sexual assault, either through physical force, violence, 

or incapacitation (Rainn). The Center for Disease Control (CDC) did research that estimates I in 

4 girls and 1 in 6 boys arc sexually assaulted by the age of 18. They also said that teens 16-

19 years of age were 3.5 times more likely than the general population to be victims of rape, 

attempted rape, or sexual assault. 

 

Students and faculty, male or female, would benefit most out of taking the self defense class 

because if a person were to ever be in a situation, they would have more of an understanding 

of what to do and be more able to escape from the situation, eventually finding help. 

Summary: I will support all legislation that requires all high schools and all colleges to require a 

self defense class against sexual assault and rape. 

Orange - 64



S-O-04  
LOBBYIST POSITION PAPER 

 
 
Lobbyist Name:  Alexis Nolen  

Delegation:  Carterville High School 

Aligned with Preliminary Bill #:  RIII-34 

 
I encourage the YMCA Youth Legislature to pass a bill that supports implementing a 
required self defense class for high school students. 

Our schools should have a required self defense class because teenagers need to know how to 

defend themselves against rapists, attackers, and violent people. Our  young adults need to 

learn how to properly protect themselves with the right tactics. They also need to know how to 

defend someone else if they are  being attacked. These skills would be one required class  

freshman  year  of high school, and one junior year. Then there would be an optional class for  

a  refresher  or  anyone wanting to improve their skills more. The classes will be facilitated by 

R.A.D. (Rape and Aggression Defense). 

Students need to feel protected and be able to walk places, be in unknown areas, or deal 

with scary situations. Five percent of women on college campuses experience rape or 

attampted reape evry year (Sexual Assault Statistics), and 14.8% of women are raped just 

anywhere. The use of R.A.D. could bring the statistics down and help everyone. The class is 

for both women and men. When people think of rape they usually think of a women being 

the victim and a man causing it, men are victims as well. Three percent of men are raped 

every year (Victims of  Sexual Violence: Statistics). 

Self  defense  classes will help the youth of Illinois be safer. There is  not  always a police 

officer    or someone to help at all times. With this bill students will be able to feel safe and 

know how to protect themselves  and others if  needed. 

Summary: I will support all legislation that promotes self defense classes in high 
school. 
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RII-32 S-O-05 

SSTATE OF ILLINOIS 
Sixty-Eighth Session 

Illinois Youth Legislature 
 
Introduced by:  Referred to Committee: Orange 2  
 

Senate Sponsor: Trevor Hall 
 
House Sponsor: Cara Mahoney 
 
Co-Sponsors: Margaret Polk, John Dibrizzi 
 

Delegation: Amos Alonzo Stagg 
 

A BILL 
 
For an Act amending Chapter 105 Section 5, of the Illinois Compiled Statutes, relating to student 
driver education . 
 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE YMCA YOUTH LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ILLINOIS. 
 
Section I. This bill will set a standard for the driver education curriculum, stating that all public 1 
driver education programs will be required to teach students how to   react in case of motor 2 
vehicle accidents and other situations with police involvement.  This program will also require 3 
programs to inform students about their rights when in such critical situations. 4 

Section II. The curriculum must include how a driver should react in the processes of being pulled 5 
over, getting into an accident with another vehicle, pedestrian, etc., and/or other critical 6 
situations involving police. The curriculum must also educate students about their rights in 7 
aforementioned situations. 8 

Section   III.   In   order  to  demonstrate  effective  teaching  of  this  section,    this information 9 
must be part of the students’ examination. This information may be presented as an additional 10
section to an already existent chapter test. 11

Section IV. There will be no additional cost of such teaching to the state, and therefore no 12
funding will be required. 13

Section V. Should an institution not comply with these regulations, they will be  fined a  minimum  14
of  $200  per  each  student  enrolled  for  the  first  offense.  For  each consequent  offense,  the  15
fine  will  increase  by  $100.  The  Illinois  State  Board of Education (ISBE) will be responsible for 16
the oversight of this regulation. 17

Section VI. This Bill shall go into effect on January 1, 2018 upon the signature of the Youth 18
Governor of the State of Illinois. 19
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S-O-05 

LLOBBYIST POSITION PAPER 
 

Lobbyist´s Name: Darren Hall  

Delegation: Stagg High School  

Aligned with preliminary Bill#: RII-32 

 
I encourage the YMCA Youth Legislature to pass a bill that requires public schools in the state of 
Illinois to teach driver’s education students how to act when pulled over by law enforcement and 
during an accident. 
 
Our schools should be teaching driver education students how to act during the process of being 
pulled over by law enforcement and during an accident, because young drivers need the knowledge 
of what to do during the process of these such events. Young drivers need to be aware of what to 
do during these situations so they do not cause further damage or slow down the traffic and 
surroundings. They should learn what to do once being pulled over, and what should be done in the 
case of an accident. 
 
Young drivers who are enrolled in driver's education courses should be taught what to do in these 
cases of emergency or in the case of law enforcement as a requirement to receive their license. 
Young drivers also need to know their rights when found in such critical situations. Their would be 
no additional cost for this such teaching to the state so their will be no funding required. Young 
drivers with this information can help them possibly save a life if they know exactly what to do 
when involved in an accident. Young drivers who would also know what to do in the act of being 
pulled over by an officer can result in less police shootings and arrests due to a lack of knowledge. 
 
Extra drivers education in the fields of being pulled over by law enforcement and how to act during 
an accident will help educate future drivers of these untaught rules that need to be understood and 
executed by all drivers. The state of Illinois would help young drivers be safer in times of crisis. 
 
 Summary: I will support all legislations that promote the extra curriculum for driver’s education.
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S-O-05 
 
 

LLOBBYIST POSITION PAPER 
 
Lobbyist Name: Elizabeth Polk 

Delegation: Stagg High School  

Aligned with Preliminary Bill #: Rll-32 

 
I encourage the passing of a bill stating that all public driver education programs should be 
required to teach students how to react in motor vehicle accidents and other police involvements 
because drivers need to know what to do in relation to being pulled over, getting into an accident 
with another vehicle, pedestrian, etc. Education programs should also inform student of their rights 
when in such critical situations. These skills should be implemented into the existing curriculum at 
no additional cost, and therefore no funding will be needed. 
 
Students should be taught what to do should they get into a car accident with another vehicle. 
According to the National Center for Health Statistics, motor vehicle crashes are the leading cause 
of death for 16-20 year olds, and more than 1,500 16-20 year olds were killed in 2014 alone in 
motor vehicle related accidents. In comparison, according to a data website withholding all 
information about Illinois’ televised motor vehicle accidents, nearly three-fourths of the 696 
accidents this year in Illinois involved someone under the age of twenty five, and over half of the 
accidents occurred on a highway. 
 
In the public driver’s education system, according to a DMV’s overview of the Illinois Driver’s Ed 
curriculum, they teach students how to drive in hazardous situations, such as ice on the roads, and 
in emergency situations, such as what to do when an ambulance drives by, but nothing notes how 
to react and respond to being involved in a police involvement. 
 
Teaching students how to react in a police involvement and informing them of their rights would 
protect our younger citizens learning to drive. By implementing these tasks in an already existing 
program in our public driver’s education program, the State of Illinois would help students learn 
how to handle the dangers on the roads, and what they are entitled to with their rights. 
 
 Summary: I will support all legislation that promotes police involvement and knowing-your-
rights education in public driver’s education programs. 
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RI-39 S-O-07 

SSTATE OF ILLINOIS 
Sixty-Eighth Session 

Illinois Youth Legislature 

Introduced by:  Referred to Committee: Orange 2  

 
Senate Sponsor:  Devansh Shah 
 
House Sponsor:  Jonathan Davis 
 
Co-Sponsors:   Hari Balachandran 
 
Delegation:   Metea Valley High School 
 

A BILL 
 
For an Act Amending Chapter 720 Section 675, of the Illinois Compiled Statutes, relating to 
the Sale and Distribution of Tobacco Products Act 

 
BE IT ENACTED BY THE YMCA YOUTH LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ILLINOIS 

 
 

Section I. The sale and distribution of all tobacco products including but not limited to 1 
cigars, cigarettes, chewing tobacco, hookah tobacco, roll-your-own tobacco, and 2 
dissolvable tobacco products is now prohibited. The use of tobacco is still allowed in the 3 
State of Illinois following previously established statutes.  4 

Section II. Those in violation of Section I will face punishment. For the first offense a fine of 5 
$500 will be placed on them. For the second offense a fine of $1000 and a Class B 6 
misdemeanor will be placed on them. The third offense will result in a fine of $2000 and a 7 
Class 3 felony will given to the perpetrator with a minimum sentence of 2 years. Repeat 8 
offenses will see an increase in fines and jail times as the judge sees fit. 9 

Section III. These infractions will be handled by Illinois State Police, who will be given the 10 
necessary authority and responsibility to handle such crimes. However, they will need a 11 
warrant to pursue any and all action against a suspect. 12 

Section IV. The root capital for this bill will be acquired from the fines that will be collected, 13 
by the local police, from the infractions that were caused due to this bill. Furthermore, the 14 
revenue generated by the collections will be used to support the bill legally. Any other 15 
capital necessary to enforce and maintain this law will be allocated by the State from other 16 
forms of revenue.  17 

Section V. This Bill shall go into effect on June 30, 2017, upon the signature of the Youth 18 
Governor of the State of Illinois.   19 
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STATE OF ILLINOIS 
Sixty-Eighth Session 

Illinois Youth Legislature 
 
Introduced by:  Referred to Committee: Orange 2  
Senate Sponsor: Tarun Rao 

House Sponsor: Giovanni Rodriguez 
 
Co-Sponsors: Branden Vilk, Opasan Bondad 

 
Delegation: Adlai E. Stevenson High School 

 
 

A BILL 
 
 

For an Act amending Chapter 38 Section 5 Article 1, of the Illinois Compiled Statutes, 
relating  to implementing prison programs. 

 
BE IT ENACTED BY THE YMCA YOUTH LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ILLINOIS. 

 
Section I. This bill will establish new programs in prisons which would ensure a decrease in 1 
the rate of prisoners returning back to prison. The agency, Illinois Department of 2 
Corrections, will enforce modern teaching curriculums, which in turn would help prisoners 3 
adapt to society, rather than cause disruptions. 4 

Section II. Initial funding will come from 5% of excise taxes on alcohol and tobacco. Funding 5 
will cover salaries for psychiatrist, therapists, and counselors who have a PhD who have full 6 
acknowledgement on the procedures regarding class curriculums, informational pamphlets 7 
that will be given to patients, and the initial cost of maintaining those room facilities. 8 
Section III. Prisoners will be given a contract, which they must sign in order to enter the 9 
class, detailing a full schedule and curriculum which will be taught in facilities. Psychiatrists, 10
therapists, and counselors will teach the curriculum in the facilities. 11
Section IV. The curriculum will involve similar teaching programs with regards to the Prison 12
Education Project in California. The goal of the prison programs would be to approach 13
enhancement regarding human development, reducing recidivism, saving resources, and 14
allows participants to ultimately contribute to the economic and civic life of Illinois. 15

Section V. This Bill shall go into effect on January 2nd, 2018 upon the signature of the 16
Youth Governor of the State of Illinois. 17
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 S-O-08 
LLOBBYIST POSITION PAPER 

 
Lobbyist Name: Raj Mullick 

Delegation: Adlai E. Stevenson High School Aligned with Preliminary Bill #: RI-79 

 
I encourage the YMCA youth legislature to pass a bill that will fund the introduction of trained psychologists, 
therapists, and drug counselors into Menard and Stateville Correctional Facilities to aid in the rehabilitation 
of prisoners and reduce the number of repeat offenders. 

With Illinois’s position as a major centre of correctional facilities, and the accompanying reputation earned 
through repeated instances of prisoner deaths and uprisings, this bill will address the single largest cause for 
the crimes committed by repeat offenders: lack of rehabilitation. Over 45 percent of offenders released from 
prison each year will have returned three years later, forty-eight percent of those released from prison each 
year recidivate within three years of release and 19% will recidivate within one year of release. Each instance 
of recidivism in Illinois costs, on average, approximately $118,746, according to a recent report by the 
Illinois Sentencing Policy Advisory Council. Illinois taxpayers cover $40,987 of the cost by paying for arrests, 
trials, court proceedings, incarceration and supervision. Assuming Illinois’ recidivism rate stays the same, 
taxpayers themselves will pay approximately $5.7 billion for recidivism costs over the next five years(1). 

By providing such rehabilitation services as substance counseling, Illinois seeks to put a serious dent into 
rates of recidivism, such as when in 2007, the Texas Legislature significantly increased funding to expand the 
capacity of existing treatment programs and alternatives to incarceration, including transitional housing for 
parolees, in-prison treatment for substance abuse, and outpatient substance abuse treatment for people 
under probation supervision, leading to recidivism rates in Texas have improving from 31.2 percent for 2000 
releases to 24.3 percent for 2007 releases—a decline of 22 percent(2). 

Illinois would be in a position to save hundreds of millions, like the state of California, which in 2000, passed 
the Substance Abuse and Crime Prevention Act, or Proposition 36, to direct people from within the prison 
system into treatment programs. The University of California showed that Proposition 36 saved the state 
approximately $173 million in the first year alone. The Justice Policy Institute conducted a separate study 
and found that California saved more than $350 million from 2000 to 2006(3). 

In contrast, the cost of such rehabilitation programs would pale in comparison, such as in Maryland, where it 
costs between $26,390 and $38,383 annually to incarcerate a drug offender in Maryland. Costs for 
treatment vary by level of care and length of treatment, but even the most expensive treatment is less costly 
than incarceration. A 2008 study estimated treatment costs ranged from an average of $2,326 for non-
methadone outpatient services—and $7,409 per episode for methadone treatment—to $21,404 for 
therapeutic community treatment(4). 

While the initiative will pay for itself many times over as time goes on, in the short term, in order to pay for 
the start-up costs of the rehab programs, a 5 percent tax will be imposed upon the sale of alcohol and 
tobacco products. Continuing to use the model of Maryland, HB 951, a piece of legislation dedicated to 
raising taxes on alcoholic beverages, with just a dime increase in thetax paid for a drink, was projected by 
David H. Jernigan of the Johns Hopkins Bloomberg School of Public Health to increase the State of Maryland’s 
tax revenue by $214,448,457, which, going back to the cost of rehab for prisoners in Maryland, is far more 
than the cost of rehab programs for prisoners(5). 

 Summary: I will support all legislation that will establish and fund in-prison treatment and 
rehabilitation for substance abuse within correctional facilities in the state of Illinois. 
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STATE OF ILLINOIS 

Sixty-Eighth Session 
Illinois Youth Legislature 

 

Introduced by:  Referred to Committee  Orange 3  

Senate Sponsor: Sydney Veselik  

House Sponsor: Elsie Layman  

Co-Sponsors: Katie Rihel, Heather Marz  

Delegation:  Oswego 

 

A BILL 

For an Act Creating Chapter 35 Article 110, Article 3-6, of the Illinois Compiled Statutes, 
relating to Service Use Tax Act. 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE YMCA YOUTH LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ILLINOIS. 

Section I. This bill shall create Sec. 3-6 of the REVENUE (35 ILCS 110/3) Service Use Tax 1 
Act. This bill shall disqualify certain unhealthy foods from the reduced tax rate of 1%, thus 2 
making their tax rate the same as Illinois sales tax rate. 3 

Section II. Unhealthy food will be defined as those with a high glycemic index of 70 or 4 
higher.    5 

Section III. The increased tax revenue shall help to fund the operation of properly certified 6 
food pantries in each county.  7 

Section IV. The Illinois Department of Revenue will be responsible for assessment and 8 
collection of this tax and also punishment of tax evaders.  9 

Section V. This Bill shall go into effect on January 1, 2018 upon the signature of the Youth 10
Governor of the State of Illinois. 11
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RI-52 S-O-10 

SSTATE OF ILLINOIS 
Sixty-Eighth Session 

Illinois Youth Legislature 
 
Introduced by:  Referred to Committee:  Orange 3  
 

Senate Sponsor: Radha Patel  

House Sponsor: Rachel Kraemer 

Co-Sponsors: Shreya Sridhara 

Delegation: Neuqua Valley High School 
 
 

A BILL 
 
For an Act Creating Chapter 110, Section 156, Article 1, of the Illinois Compiled Statutes, relating 
to Ease of College Applications. 
 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE YMCA YOUTH LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ILLINOIS. 
 1 
Section I. This bill will ease the college application for all students by requiring all Illinois public 2 
institutions of higher education to offer the Common  Application as their only method of applying. 3 

Section II. In order for an institution of higher education to partner with the Common Application,   4 
there is a $1500 membership fee and then, on average, each aforementioned institution pays 5 
$4.00 per application received through the Common Application. 6 

Section  III. All state universities will cease using their local  application system by June 1st, 2018. 7 
All monies previously allocated to their local application system will now be used to pay the 8 
aforementioned fees to the Common Application. These universities  are  still  permitted  to  9 
demand  an  application  fee  from  each student applicant. 10

Section  IV.  If these institutions choose not to comply with the aforementioned requirements, the 11
state will withhold their state funding until they do so. If these institutions do not comply 12
within six (6) months of the passage of this bill, they will forfeit their state funding altogether. 13
This will be overseen by the Illinois Board of Higher Education. 14

Section V. This Bill shall go into effect on January 1st, 2018 upon the signature of the Youth 15
Governor of the State of Illinois. 16
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S-O-10 

LLobbyist Position Paper 
 
 
Lobbyist Name: Anuva Shandilya        

Delegation:   Neuqua Valley High School                   

Aligned with Preliminary Bill #: RI 52 

 

I encourage the YMCA Youth Legislature to pass a bill that will require all Illinois public institutions 
of higher education to offer students the Common Application as the only method of application.  

Applying for colleges is possibly the most stressful activity students can take part in as for many, it 
decides their whole future. The process is made even more torturous when multiple, independent 
applications have to be sent to a multitude of universities. For this reason, mental health issues 
and stress disorders are on the rise, and according to the CDC, suicide is the second leading cause 
of death for people ages 15-24, while many others face potential chronic illnesses due to their 
mental health and stress levels. The CDC also states that the United States is facing a sleep-
deficiency epidemic, which is plaguing the nation, poisoning its citizens and ruining their wellbeing. 
These statistics, combined with a rigorous high school workload, are just some of the hardships 
that plague students lives; hardships that this bill could help diminish. 

The bill in question will help potentially save people’s lives by decreasing the amount of stress 
associated with college applications, therefore stabilizing, and possibly even decreasing, the 
number of  mental health issues among adolescents. This bill will also provide a crucial amount of 
sleep to adolescents, since applying through the Common Application is easier and more efficient. 
But not only will students benefit, colleges will as well. Colleges utilizing the effective method 
generally receive more applications, which leads to lower admission rates, hence, increasing the 
prestige of the school. Also, financially, switching is not a problem as funds previously used for the 
old application method can be used towards the $1500 member fee for joining the Common 
Application, as well as the $4 charge on every application the college receives. These monetary fees 
are but a fraction of what a college makes off of applications, and considering the fact that there 
was a 30% increase in the number of colleges using the Common Application as of last year, it is 
statistically proven that many colleges are finding the Common Application beneficial.  

Summary: I will support all legislation that promotes easier application to Illinois  public institutions 
of higher education. 
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SSTATE OF ILLINOIS 

Sixty-Eighth Session 

Illinois Youth Legislature 
 

Introduced by:  Referred to Committee: Orange 3  

Senate Sponsor: Kathryn Moreno 

House Sponsor: Nicole Johnson    

Co-Sponsors:  Miriam Nunez, Oscar Romero   

Delegation:   Leyden   

A BILL 

For an Act Amending Chapter 410, of the Illinois Compiled Statutes, relating to parking for 

expectant mothers. 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE YMCA YOUTH LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ILLINOIS. 

Section I. This bill will regulate parking spaces for women expecting a baby. 1 

Section II. These parking spots must be located before the distance of 60 feet from the business 2 
entrance 3 

Section III. Any mall, public park, retail store, restaurant, or any location containing at least 4 4 
parking spaces will be required to display the signs in the parking lot.  5 

Section IV. Each business will be required to place one sign per twenty parking spaces. 6 

Section V. The price to put up each sign is forty-five dollars, and will be paid for by the individual 7 
business. 8 

Section VI. The fine for incorrectly parking in this spot is one-hundred dollars. All responsibility is 9 
placed on the mothers to make sure they receive a parking plaque.  If they do not possess a parking 10
plaque at the time of parking in a designated  parking space, the mother will receive a  one-hundred 11
dollar fine.  12

Section VII. The fine for businesses failing to post the signs will be one-hundred dollars per month 13
until the sign(s) have been posted. 14

Section VIII. These funds will go to Planned Parenthood.  15

Section IX. The expectant mothers will receive a parking plaque from their doctor when they enter 16
their third month of pregnancy, or earlier if the doctor determines the pregnancy is unreasonably 17
uncomfortable, according to the respective doctor’s standards. 18

Section X. This bill shall go into effect on January 5, 2018, upon the signing of the Youth Governor 19
of the State of Illinois. 20
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S-O-12 

LLobbyist Position Paper 

 
Lobbyist name: Daniel Russo 

Delegation: Amos Alonzo Stagg High School  

Aligned with preliminary bill #: RII-28 

 
I encourage the legislature to pass a bill that removes speed restrictions on all highways in the 
state of Illinois. 
 
Illinois should remove speed restrictions from all highways because this will ensure a safe and more 
efficient way of travel. Instead of having faster drivers make multiple lane changes to avoid slower 
drivers and increase the risk of an accident, how it is on current highways, faster drivers can go as 
fast as they would like and slower drivers would stay in the right lane, which in turn will save 
people time. This would be of no cost to the state because they would only need to remove the 
speed limit signs. 
 
The removal of speed limits would not make travel less dangerous because there would be a more 
efficient system, fast drivers in the left line, slower drivers in the right lanes, and when you see 
someone coming up behind you get into the right lane and let him pass safely. According to the U.S. 
Department of Transportation approximately 539,000 two-vehicle lane change crashes occurred in 
the U.S. in 1999, and 226,360 of these where from merging into another lane trying to pass 
someone up. If you eliminate the driver of the fast car trying to get around someone and have the 
slower driver move over you reduce the risk of an accident resulting in less car crashes. 
 
I believe the removal of speed limits will benefit the highway system and the people who use it. 
Also I believe the highway will become a safer and more efficient way of travel. 
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S-O-12 
 

LLOBBYIST POSITION PAPER 
 
Lobbyist Name: Allison Van Nieuwenhuyse 

Delegation: Stagg High School 

Aligned with Preliminary Bill #: RII-28 

 
 
I strongly encourage the YMCA Youth Legislature to pass a bill that amends the current speed limit 
laws on the highway by eliminating the speed limit entirely in the state of Illinois. 
 
A maximum speed limit is posted or set by statute on a highway to inform motorists of the highest 
speed considered to be safe and reasonable under favorable road, traffic, and weather conditions. 
Raising speed limits in the region of the 85th percentile speed has an extremely beneficial effect on 
drivers complying with the posted speed limits. 
 
Countries like Germany (in the Autobahn) unlimited speed limits and they’ve seen the success that it 
brings. Their accidents are down, their citations are down, and citizens are happier. There would be 
less accidents, when keeping everyone at a general speed traffic increases and thats how accidents 
occur. Speed is not the culprit of accidents, bad driving and not paying attention is. 
 
Although you may not be pulled over for speeding, reckless driving and driving under the influence 
will be monitored. There will still be a recommended speed limit signs posted but will serve as a 
guidance tool. Eliminating speed limits on highways would create less traffic and reduce accidents 
on the highway. 

 Summary: I strongly support all legislation that amends the current speed limit laws on the highway 
in Illinois. 
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STATE OF ILLINOIS 

Sixty-Eighth Session 
Illinois Youth Legislature 

Introduced by:  Referred to Committee: Orange 4  

 

Senate Sponsor: Frida Banuelos 

House Sponsor: Lizbeth Guzman 

Co-Sponsors: Jesus Delgado 

Delegation:  Leyden 

A BILL 

For an Act Amending Chapter 105, of the Illinois State Statutes relating to Sex Ed courses. 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE YMCA YOUTH LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ILLINOIS. 

Section I. This Bill will require all High Schools in the State of Illinois to  enact a Sex Education unit. 1 
Section II. This curriculum will provide information about sexual behavior; how to use 2 
contraceptives for both genders; what the different types of sexually transmitted diseases are; and 3 
what consent looks and sounds like.  4 
Section III. This course will be added to a P.E class as part of an extra unit, which will be a 5 
requirement in order to graduate since it is within the P.E course.  6 
Section IV. Students can receive a parental permission slip form that will allow them to miss one 7 
chapter of the Sex Education class. However, they cannot miss the entirety of the Sex Ed Unit.  8 
Section V. This Sex Ed Unit will be for no less than three weeks and no more than five weeks. 9 
Section VI. This course will be funded by PREP (Personal Responsibility Education Program). 10
Section VI. Not complying with the bill by the beginning of the 2017-2018 school year will result in 11
mandatory dual credit for students to complete. 12
Section VII. This Bill shall go into effect on, upon the signature of the Youth Governor of the State 13
of Illinois.  14
Section VIII. The Illinois Department of Education will be enforcing this bill. 15
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SSTATE OF ILLINOIS 
Sixty-Eighth Session 

Illinois Youth Legislature 
 
Introduced by:  Referred to Committee:  Orange 4  
 

Senate Sponsor: Andrew Prozorovsky 
 
House Sponsor: Eunice Chang 
 
Co-Sponsors: Shiksha Agrawal 
 
Delegation: Neuqua Valley High School 
 

A BILL 
 
For an Act amending Article IV of Section 2, of the Illinois Constitution, relating to 
redistricting. 
 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE YMCA YOUTH LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ILLINOIS. 
 
Section I. This amendment will reform the current redistricting process to make it fairer  by  1 
requiring  the  boundaries  to  be  drawn  by  a  nonpartisan,  independent commission  similar  to  2 
that  of  California’s  that  will  be  known  as  the Illinois Independent Redistricting Commission. 3 
Section II. The Illinois Independent Redistricting Commission will be funded by a 5% sin tax on 4 
cigarettes. In 2015, the state of Illinois made $836.5 million dollars off of a $1.98 tax per pack on 5 
cigarettes. This bill would add 5% to the current sin tax on cigarettes, making the tax per pack 6 
$2.08. The government of Illinois then would make roughly 44 million dollars more, which would 7 
be used to fund the honorarium of each member on the Commission. 8 
Section III. 12 members will be placed on the Commission and appointed by the State 9 
Legislature through an application process. Each member requires a two-thirds approval by each 10
body  of  the  legislature.  There must be a balance between Democrats, Republicans, and 11
Independents on the Commission. 12
Section IV. The state will provide information from the census to the Commission including 13
information on race and ethnicity but excluding information relating to political affiliation. 14
Contiguity and compactness will be requirements for districts, and keeping ethnic neighborhoods 15
together as one by political boundaries, meaning by city or community, will also be an additional 16
requirement. 17
Section V. In the case that this law is violated by members of the state legislature, the laws 18
must be redrawn by the Commission and the lines originally drawn by the state legislature will be 19
discounted. 20
Section VI. This Bill shall go into effect on January 1st, 2018 upon the signature of the Youth 21
Governor of the State of Illinois. 22
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S-O-14 
LLOBBYIST POSITION PAPER 

 

Lobbyist Name: Nisha Suresh   
       
Delegation: Neuqua Valley High School     
 
Aligned with Preliminary Bill #: RI-53     
 
I propose to the YMCA Youth Legislature to pass a bill encouraging to redraw congressional 
districts.   

This bill in question would greatly optimize compactness and a contrast of political ideas inside of 
districts in an effort to distribute fair voting among running politicians. The current districts drawn 
in the state of Illinois allow politicians to choose their voters, rather than the other way around. 
Partisan controlled gerrymandering is currently a practice with the intention of a particular political 
candidate to gain an advantage through the manipulation of district boundaries. The issue with 
gerrymandering comes with the unfair political advantage when a politician commits the 
redesignation of districts in an effort to ensure a heavy majority for themselves and their political 
allies, resulting in a dishonest victory by a landslide.  

Under politicians who take part in partisan gerrymandering, it is almost impossible to elect 
representatives of legislative seats. According to an article titled "This Is Actually What America 
Would Look like without Gerrymandering” from the Washington Post, the major party will unfairly 
draw the district lines in an effort to give the opposing dominating party to lose no matter the 
number of votes casted in the opposing favor. This creates districts with people of similar political 
ideologies in an attempt to increase the favor of a certain candidate. As stated by Rick Pearson 
from the Chicago Tribune, Illinois’s 4th congressional district is rather known as the “Earmuff 
district” It’s no surprise that this district is represented by U.S. Rep. Luis Gutierrez, as this district 
was created to put together the two major Hispanic parts of Chicago, representing the stance of 
the Latino community. Gutierrez took the victory by dominating 82% of all votes in 1992. The 
strangely drawn congressional district is the result of uncompetitive elections due to the court 
support for minority voting rights and domination of the Democratic Party in Illinois. This is a prime 
example of the unfair successes of the political figures who utilize this partisan redistricting.  

In Illinois the lines are drawn by the legislature and are influenced by the party in power. This bill 
starts a project to stress the requirements for the district lines to be more compact and contrast 
the ideologies inside the districts. However, this redistricting bill is a suggestive alternative would 
enforce district control under a non-partisan third party group. This redistricting commission will 
be funded by a 5% sin tax on cigarettes, making approximately 44 million dollars. 

Summary: I will support all legislation that works towards a non-partisan 3rd party congressional 
redistricting, due to the unfair advantages reaped by politicians that take part in partisan 
gerrymandering. 
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RIII-24 S-O-15 

  

STATE OF ILLINOIS 

Sixty-Eighth Session 
Illinois Youth Legislature 

 

Introduced by:  Referred to Committee:  Orange 4  

Senate Sponsor: Alayna Hicks  

House Sponsor: Elizabeth Crawford  

Co-Sponsors: Kadin Kiselewski  

Delegation:  Sesser-Valier 

 

A BILL 

For an Act Ammending Act 105, Chapter 5 Section 2, of the Illinois Compiled Statutes, 
relating to fine arts credit required to graduate from Illinois public schools.. 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE YMCA YOUTH LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ILLINOIS. 

Section I. All Illinois public high school students shall be required to attain at least one fine 1 
arts credit in order to graduate. 2 

Section II. Fine arts shall be classified as those classes that fall under the following 3 
categories: art, music, theater, and dance. 4 

Section III. Individual classes shall be approved by the Illinois State Board of Education.  5 

Section IV. Funding shall come from raising the price of lottery tickets from $1.00 to $1.50. 6 

Section V. This Bill shall go into effect on July 1, 2018 upon the signature of the Youth 7 
Governor of the State of Illinois. 8 
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SSTATE OF ILLINOIS 
Sixty-Eighth Session 

Illinois Youth Legislature 
 
Introduced by:  Referred to Committee: Orange 4  

Senate Sponsor: Sarah Park 

House Sponsor: Julie Chung 

Co-Sponsors: Eric Kang, Sush Venkatasubramanian 

Delegation: Adlai E. Stevenson 

A BILL 

For an Act Creating Chapter 430, Section 67, of the Illinois Compiled Statutes, relating to firearm 
training classes while obtaining an FOID. 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE YMCA YOUTH LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ILLINOIS. 

Section I. All person wanting to obtain a Firearm Owner's Identification card are required to attend 1 
a 2 hour class proctored by a certified police officer located in their respective City Hall and pass 2 
an examination following this class in order to meet a requirement to obtain a FOID (Firearm 3 
Owner’s Identification) card. This class will be held once a month. 4 
Section II. This class will educate purchasers on how to safely handle and store a firearm, in 5 
addition to warning them of the consequences that come with having a firearm. 6 
Section III. This class will include the following methods of safe storage practices: disassembling the 7 
firearm while at home, having a safe lock pad where the gun is located, and ensuring the location of 8 
the firearm is not in an easily accessible area to ensure child safety. 9 
Section IV. Police officers, hunter safety professors, and armed specialists will be given the syllabus 10
of what to cover during the class, and they will have to give an oral presentation over the material 11
to prove proficiency to a panel of instructors from the Illinois Sheriff’s department to become 12
certified as an instructor. 13
Section V. Follow up questions about the class will be directed to all viewers after the lesson. 45 14
questions will be randomly selected from a designated bank of 200 questions. In order to ensure 15
full comprehension, 39 out of the 45 questions must be answered correctly. There will also be a 16
practical portion of this assessment where all viewers will be asked to perform a demonstration of 17
disassembling a firearm. 18
Section VI. If 39 out of the 45 questions of the comprehension test are not answered correctly, 19
then the person must retake the 2 hour class again. There is no limit to how many times a person 20
can retake this class. 21
Section VII. Every 10 years, with the renewal of one’s FOID card, one must retest and pass with a 22
score of 39 or higher out of 45. If one does not reach the minimum score, the person must retake 23
the training class and test with a score of 39 or higher out of 45. 24
Section VIII. Funding for this Bill we be collected from a 15% (0.03 cents) increase of sin tax on 25
cigarettes. 26
Section IX. This Bill shall go into effect on May 1, 2017 upon the signature of the Youth Governor 27
of the State of Illinois. 28
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S-O-16 
LLOBBYIST POSITION PAPER 

 
 

Lobbyist Name: Zuzanna Kubiszewski  

Delegation: Adlai E. Stevenson High School  

Aligned with Preliminary Bill #: RI-82 
 
I encourage the YMCA youth legislature to pass a bill that will ensure the methods of obtaining a 
FOID card cover all aspects of firearm safety and consequences that come with having a firearm in 
a household. I am in complete support of this bill. 

The fact that obtaining a gun within the State of Illinois is such an easy process is a terrifying 
thing. In order to obtain any form of firearms within the state of Illinois all one must do is register 
to get a Firearm Owner’s Identification Card (FOID), which is a process that costs less than $20 and 
requires a simple background check. Although there are other requirements that need to be met, 
precautions are not really taken to ensure the safety of the general public. Studies show that within 
children, gun safety programs prove to ineffective, which continue to make guns unsafe within 
homes. According to studies from Marjorie Sanfilippo, a professor of psychology at Eckerd College, 
even after children were taught to report any form of firearm, when placed in a real-life situation 
involving firearms, they did not react how they were supposed to, in order to ensure their safety. 
This proves to be alarming as the repercussions of guns within homes are not normally discussed, 
and they can lead to situations that put whole families at risk. 

The main purpose of this bill is not to make it more difficult to obtain a FOID card, but to ensure 
that those receiving the card are truly aware of the precautions they must take when handling 
firearms and storing them within houses. Seeing as most individuals that try to obtain a FOID card 
do know the severity of consequences firearms can have, this educational course will only act as 
reassurance of their skills. Those willing to obtain FOID cards should have no problem going 
through this course as the sole reason for the creation of this bill is to ensure the safety of the 
general public and loved ones of those whom wish to obtain FOID cards. 

Summary: I will support all legislation that will educate the general public of the consequences of 
having a firearm within a household and general gun safety. Within the months of January to 
October of 2016 there have been over 46,000 gun incidents within the United States, and from 
2014 to October of 2016 there have been over 10,000 deaths due to gun violence alone. We 
cannot let this continue, and we must look towards protecting our general public. By passing this 
Bill we are looking towards a safer future for the general public of Illinois. 
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STATE OF ILLINOIS 
Sixty-Eighth Session 

Illinois Youth Legislature 
 
Introduced by:  Referred to Committee:  Orange 5  

Senate Sponsor: Taylor Heil  

House Sponsor: Alex Haake  

Co-Sponsors: Becca Peach, Kaity Hixon  

Delegation:  Carterville High School 

 
A BILL 

For an Act creating section Chapter 735, of the Illinois Compiled Statutes, relating to the use of 
unmarked vehicles by police officers. 
BE IT ENACTED BY THE YMCA YOUTH LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ILLINOIS. 
 
Section  L. This  bill  will  create  procedure guidelines to  be  followed  by  citizens in 1 
motorized  vehicles  being  pulled  over  by  unmarked   police vehicles. An unmarked police 2 
vehicle is defined as having no distinctive identifiable marking but may  have portable 3 
emergency lights. 4 
Section II In  the  case of  an unmarked  police  vehicle  signaling  for  a civilian vehicle to pull 5 
over, the operator is to immediately decelerate to at least five miles per   hour under  the  6 
legal  speed limit  and turn on the  vehicle's  hazard  lights.  The operator is then  required  to  7 
call  911 or  a  police  station phone number. The  motor vehicle operator  is  pardoned 8 
of  the  law  banning the  use of handheld devices while driving, if and only  if  the  device  is  9 
used to  contact  911 or  a police station equivalent.  While in contact with either 911 or 10
police equivalent, the operator is to ask the dispatcher if the unmarked vehicle has 11
authorization from a supervisor to pursue their vehicle.  If authorization was granted to 12
the police officer, the operator of the vehicle in   pursuit is  to  pull over immediately.If  13
no  authorization  was granted,  the  motor vehicle operator  is  to  stay  on the phone 14
line and drive to the nearest police station. If   the operator  has no access to  a cellular  15
device,  they are to decelerate to at least  five miles  per hour  under  the  legal  speed 16
limit  and turn on the vehicle's hazard lights. The operator is then to immediately drive to 17
the nearest police station. 18
Section III. If the operator fails to comply with the above procedure,  they are susceptible 19
to standard driving citations.  If  the operator does comply with the above procedure, and 20
the officer has  received authorization, the operator is still responsible for the initial 21
offense committed. 22
Section IV. This Bill shall go into effect on April 20, 2018 upon the signature of the Youth 23
Governor of the State of Illinois.24

Orange - 86



S-O-17  
LOBBYIST POSITION PAPER 

 
 
Lobbyist Name:  Bailey Morgan  

Delegation:  Carterville High School 

Aligned with Preliminary Bill #:  RIII-12 

I encourage the YMCA Youth Legislature to pass a bill that will revise the procedure of a civilian 
being pulled over by an unmarked police vehicle. 
 
According to the Illinois Law Enforcement Training and Standards Board, an unmarked police 
vehicle is defined as "[having] no distinctive identifiable marking but may have portable 
emergency warning lights". It is stated in the ILETSB Police Pursuit Guidelines under Phase Two 
of procedure in paragraph 10, "Unmarked or other departmental vehicles, except for marked, 
semi-marked and motorcycle units, may not initiate a pursuit without the authorization of a 
supervisor unless there is an imminent threat to life or great bodily harm represented by the 
continued freedom of the suspect". 
 
In 2013 in Cleveland, OH, a woman who believed that she was pulling over for an unmarked police 
car, reported that she was sexually assaulted and robbed by a man who was still never convicted. 
This happens all  over the country  and with a goal to minimize the instances such as  this one in 
Illinois, establishing an exact procedure for a civilian being pursued by an unmarked vehicle  is  an 
obvious first step. 
 
Summary: I will support all legislation that promotes new procedural guidelines for any 
person operating a motorized vehicle who is pursued by an unmarked police car. 
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STATE OF ILLINOIS 

Sixty-Eighth Session 
Illinois Youth Legislature 

 

Introduced by:  Referred to Committee:  Orange 5  

Senate Sponsor: Julian Sanchez  

House Sponsor: Brandon Paxton  

Co-Sponsors: Leilani Mathews, Samuel Alvarado   

Delegation:  Harold L. Richards 

 

A BILL 

For an Act creating Chapter 410, Section 210, of the Illinois Compiled Statutes, relating to 
HPV Vaccine Act. 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE YMCA YOUTH LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ILLINOIS. 

Section I. All children must receive the Human-Papilloma Virus (HPV) vaccination prior to 1 
being admitted into an Illinois public high school.  2 

Section II. The “HPV vaccine” refers to any vaccine containing a substance intended to 3 
prevent the occurrence of HPV, which is administered separately or in conjunction with 4 
other substances intended to prevent other diseases.  5 

Section III. Students will be required to submit a written record of vaccination that has been 6 
signed and dated by a health care provider at the time of registration for high school.  All 7 
documents must be verified by the school nurse or health care facilitator.  8 

Section IV. A parent or guardian of a student may submit a signed statement to school 9 
officials with an objection to the vaccine on religious grounds. 10

Section V. This Bill shall go into effect on August 1, 2017 upon the signature of the Youth 11
Governor of the State of Illinois. 12
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STATE OF ILLINOIS 
Sixty-Eighth Session 

Illinois Youth Legislature 
 
Introduced by:  Referred to Committee: Orange 5  
 

Senate Sponsor: Gabija Tonkunas 
 

House Sponsor: Michael Vivo 
 

Co-Sponsors: Ifeyinwa Nwachukwu and Philip Henry 
 

Delegation: Neuqua Valley High School 
 
 
 

A BILL 
 

For an Act removing Article 28 Chapter 38 Section 1-28,  of the Illinois 
Compiled Statutes, relating to gambling. 

 
BE IT ENACTED BY THE YMCA YOUTH LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ILLINOIS. 

 1 
Section I. This bill will create two State owned and operated casinos. 2 

Section II. One will be located in the city of Chicago and one the other will be located in 3 
southern Illinois near the border of Missouri and the city of St. Louis. 4 

Section III. This will supplement current funding for Illinois’ education system. 5 

Section IV. The casinos will be self-supporting, meaning that their profit is used to pay for 6 
the up keep of the casinos and pay for the employees of the casinos. 7 

Section V. The casinos will be regulated by the Gaming Control Board. 8 

Section VI. This Bill shall go into effect on January 1, 2018 upon the signature of the Youth 9 
Governor of the State of Illinois. 10
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 S-O-19 

LLOBBYIST POSITION PAPER 
 
 
Lobbyist Name: Jessica Liu        

Delegation: Neuqua Valley High School        

Aligned with Preliminary Bill #: RI-54        

 

I encourage the YMCA Youth Legislature to pass a bill that mandates the construction of two 

state-run, tax-exempt casinos in Illinois whose revenue will supplement the Illinois education fund.  
 

A 2008 episode of Oprah showed a video called “Trading Schools” that followed a group of 

students from an inner-city Chicago school as they toured the campus of Neuqua Valley High 
School in suburban Naperville, Illinois. As they stared in awe of Neuqua Valley’s well-maintained 

collection of advanced facilities, a group of Neuqua Valley students toured their inner-city school in 

exchange. The Neuqua Valley students saw a school unable to afford the educational resources it 
needed. While wealthier school districts, such as Neuqua Valley’s District 204, are able to make up 

for the lack of funds using local sources, districts with a larger population of students from low-

income families, such as certain areas near inner-city Chicago, struggle to maintain an acceptable 
standard of education due to underfunding. It is clear that changes must be made to Illinois’ 

education funding system.  

 
Compared to every other state in the country, Illinois ranks last in terms of state contribution to 

education funds. When looking at the percentage of education funding that comes from the state, 

Illinois’ 25% stands in stark contrast to the national average of 50%. This comparison, based on 
data gathered by Reboot Illinois, illustrates the inadequate support Illinois is providing its schools. 

Since 2010, public schools in Illinois have been deprived of $1.4 billion because of cuts in funding, 

seeing that only 89% of state funding was actually received by schools. While Illinois’ struggling 
economy is a portion of the problem, steps should be taken to find new ways to provide financial 

support for schools. Such a method would be the construction of casinos, which are known to 

boost employment and economic activity. According to SEIGMA News, counties that have casinos 
have an employment rate 8% higher than counties without casinos. For example, the recently 

opened Plainridge Park Casino in Plainville, Massachusetts was able to generate $22 million in 

direct wage and 558 new full-time jobs for the community. 85% of the $22 million went back to 
state residents, and $105 million was added to the Massachusetts gross state product.  
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With casino revenue expanding the state education budget, school funding can be improved. The 

playing field will be leveled for previously disadvantaged schools, giving all students an equal 
opportunity to achieve academic success, access higher education, and have prosperous futures. 

This will help Illinois lower unemployment and improve economic performance in the long term.  

 
Summary: I will support all legislation that promotes financial support and economic opportunities 

for underdeveloped areas. 
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STATE OF ILLINOIS 

Sixty-Eighth Session 
Illinois Youth Legislature 

 

Introduced by:  Referred to Committee:  Orange 5  

Senate Sponsor: Mitchell Bulla  

House Sponsor: Jackson Stubblefield  

Co-Sponsors: Parker Robbins and Addison Page  

Delegation:  Sesser-Valier 

 

A BILL 

For an Act ammending Chapter 105 Article 26, of the Illinois Compiled Statutes, relating to 
benchmark testing for homeschoolers. 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE YMCA YOUTH LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ILLINOIS. 

Section I. This bill will require all homeschooled students in Illinois to take at least three 1 
standardized benchmark tests in fifth grade, eighth grade and junior year, the scores of which will 2 
be sent to the Illinois Board of Education. 3 

Section II. The test will be written by the Illinois Board of Education based on the curriculum of the 4 
current grade. 5 

Section III. The test will cost fifteen (15) dollars to cover any expenses in the writing and 6 
distribution of the test. 7 

Section IV. The ACT, SAT, or any other accepted form of standardized test can replace the junior 8 
year test. 9 

Section V. The minimum accepted score is at or above the 33rd percentile.  10

Section VI. Should a student fail or simply refuse to take the test, he or she will be held back until 11
he or she passes the test(s). Upon repeated offenses the student shall be enrolled in his or her 12
district’s public school or an approved private school the following year. 13
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Section VII.  The testing shall be held in a public school or another location approved by the district 14
superintendent on the first Saturdays of April and May. 15

Section VIII. This Bill shall go into effect on January 1st, 2018 upon the signature of the Youth 16
Governor of the State of Illinois. 17
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LLOBBYIST POSITION PAPER 
 
 
Lobbyist Name: Luke Prudent       

Delegation: Sesser Valier High School       

Aligned with Preliminary Bill #:       RIII-28 

 

There are 400,000 homeschooled students in Illinois. On average there are 13.5 million students 

attending school in Illinois.There are also on average thirty thousand homeschooled students in 

Illinois. Sixty percent of homeschooled students go back to public school at some point in their 

lives. When they go back they are behind most students at a public school statistics show.  

 We would like to encourage homeschooling, but we would like to mandate it by the Illinois 

government. This would the student be on the same level of education when he or she goes back to 

public school. Our bill would require homeschooled students to take a test in the third, seventh, and 

eleventh years of school. These tests would see where the student is at, and what fields the 

student may need help in.  

After the student takes the standardized test we will be able to see where that student is at 

academically, then to do in order to help that student. If the test scores are dropping, the student 

can get the help he or she needs. This bill would help the future of students career, because if he or 

she has the right education it can help the career and path of their future.  

Summary:   I will support legislation that requires standardized testing to homeschooled students.  
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Introduced by:  Referred to Committee:  Orange 6  

Senate Sponsor: Grace Krikie  

House Sponsor: Lizzy Powers  

Co-Sponsors: Camdyn Anders, Leah Theodor  

Delegation:  Oswego 

A BILL 

For an Act Creating Chapter 50, Section 711, Article 1, of the Illinois Compiled Statutes, 
relating to local and state police departments firearm policies. 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE YMCA YOUTH LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ILLINOIS. 

Section I. Patrolling officers can no longer carry firearms on their designated belts and 1 
instead forfeit such weapons to authorized police weapon carrying vans. Said vans will 2 
carry a full range of firearms and lethal weapons that the specific department holds. The 3 
number of vans within a town is determined based on the number of precincts within that 4 
department. Firearm vans, owned by the State of Illinois, are labeled for this specific 5 
purpose and the only permitted drivers are officers employed at the coordinating police 6 
department. Police officers on duty will continue to have a fully equipped belt that carries 7 
all formerly designated equipment except firearms. If a firearm is needed, an officer will 8 
need consent from a superior via voice or radio confirmation. Superior permission may only 9 
be granted for violent/armed criminal interaction. Patrollers of a security sensitive location 10
will automatically be granted permission to carry firearms if the department judges it to be 11
necessary. After each grant of permission, the superior and the responding officer(s) are 12
required to fill out paperwork as to why the firearm was necessary and the outcome of the 13
situation. All paperwork is to be kept on file at the department.  14

Section II. All individuals who fail to comply will immediately be placed on unpaid 15
administrative leave and be investigated by The Commission on Accreditation for Law 16
Enforcement Agencies. 17

Section III. The Commission on Accreditation for Law Enforcement Agencies will monitor the 18
implementation of this law at all police stations.  19

Section IV.  This Bill shall go into effect on January 1, 2017 upon the signature of the 20
Youth Governor of the State of Illinois. 21
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S-O-21  
LOBBYIST POSITION PAPER 

  

 LLobbyist Name:   Peyton Raleigh 

Delegation:    Oswego High School     
Aligned with Preliminary Bill #:  RRI-70 

  

This is a bill designed to improve the safety of Illinois’ communities. In order to maintain the safety 
and order of every municipality in Illinois, there must be a trust between law enforcement and the 

citizens. Due to recent events, this trust has been negatively impacted. Just this year, according to 

The Washington Post, there have been over 800 lives taken at the hands of law enforcement 
firearms. 

I believe This statistic is astoundingly shocking and demands change. In our bill, we have decided to 

remove firearms from the belt of all law enforcement. This is not to put police officers in harm’s 
way; it is instead to remove the threat of violence in the communities of Illinois. The firearms will 

not be completely removed from communities, however. Instead, there will be designated vans 

patrolling communities with all necessary firearms for any confrontation a police officer may 
encounter. 

Though this tactic may seem extremely new for citizens of Illinois, however the implementation of 

law enforcement firearm vans has been proven successful in the United Kingdom. The use of 
firearms in the United Kingdom’s law enforcement has consistently decreased after the 

implementation of their ARVs (Armed Response Vehicles). This not only decreases the opportunity 

for fatal interactions to occur, but it also decreases public spending and taxes on unneeded 
equipment for the police officers. This will cut taxes in the communities of Illinois, something that 

taxpayers everywhere desire. 

The implementation of firearm vans in Illinois will not strip law enforcement officers of all their 
equipment. The other lethal and non-lethal equipment will remain on the belt of every police officer 

in every community of Illinois. Due to recent events in our country and around the world, the 

protection of police officers is a high priority. However the protection of community members is 
also a main priority, which is why all items excluding any firearms on the police officers’ belt will 

remain. This will ensure police and citizen safety in Illinois. 

I believe this bill, if passed will greatly impact our state. The diminishing trust between law 

enforcement and communities will be restored.  

Summary: I will support any bills concerning firearm safety.  
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STATE OF ILLINOIS 
Sixty-Eighth Session 

Illinois Youth Legislature 
 
Introduced by:  Referred to Committee:  Orange 6  
Senate Sponsor: Bill Heniades 
 

House Sponsor: Michelle Lee 
 
Co-Sponsors: Trisha Prabhu, Lauren Simpson 
 
Delegation: Neuqua Valley High School 
 

A BILL 
 
 
For an Act Amending Chapter 38 Section 3 articles 3a-15.1, of the Illinois Compiled Statutes, 
relating to FOID card fees. 
 
BE IT ENACTED BY THE YMCA YOUTH LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ILLINOIS. 
 

Section I. This bill increases the mandatory fee to receive an issued FOID (Firearm Owner 1 
Identification) from $10 to $85. 2 

Section II. The Illinois State Police Firearms Service Bureau will oversee the execution of this fee in 3 
statewide or online distributors.  Issuers  that  fail  to comply with this law  will be suspended from 4 
issuing FOID cards until the fee is instituted. 5 

Section III. The generated revenue collected from the increased fee will go back to the state of 6 
Illinois to decrease the cumulated debt. 7 

Section IV. This Bill shall go into effect on April 10th, 2017 upon the signature of the Youth 8 
Governor of the State of Illinois. 9 
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LLOBBYIST POSITION PAPER 
 

Lobbyist Name: Prajit Chatterjee  

Delegation: Neuqua Valley High School  

Aligned with Preliminary Bill #:  

 
I encourage the YMCA Youth Legislature to pass a bill that increases the mandatory fee of the FOID 

Card (Firearm Owner Identification) from to $85. 

 
According to CNN, during the Fourth of July weekend, four people were killed in Chicago due to gun 

violence. These deaths, deaths that occured during a time of celebration and rejoicing, were 

completely needless. The bill I am advocating for would reduce the amount of needless deaths in 

households and other areas across the State of Illinois. As of right now, gun violence is rampant  in 

households across the state, especially in areas with average incomes bordering on poverty. A rise 

in guns within households is steadily increasing the amount of homocides and needless suicides, due 

to how readily available they are. This violence and death are increasingly  prevalent in 

impoverished areas due to the quick and impulsive actions that guns offer to deeper socioeconomic 

and psychological issues. Poor people are not the happiest people, because of the condition that 

they are in, and the stressful times some of them face on a daily basis. According  to USA Today, 

poverty is directly related to increased gun violence and death. The aforementioned source says that 

eight of the ten states with the most gun violence in the nation have a poverty rate that is above 

the national average of 15.8%. One of the first steps towards reducing these, in most cases, 

unintentional and needless deaths, is to reduce the accessibility of firearms through increasing the 

cost of the Firearm Owner Identification Card. This will not prevent more gun deaths, but will reduce 

them considering they will make it harder for people to purchase guns. Obviously guns will still be 

available for them, considering the Second  Amendment. 

 
Increased cost of the FOID card will make it harder for the purchase of firearms in areas of Illnois, 

serving in the best interests of the public at large. Although illegal gun sales will still occur, this bill 

would be a small step down a long road towards the reducing of needless gun violence and deaths. 

By passing a bill to increase the cost of the FOID card, the State of Illinois would help reduce many 

unecessary deaths. 

 Summary: I will support all legislation that promotes the increased price of the FOID card. 
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Introduced by:  Referred to Committee:  Orange 6  

Senate Sponsor: Morgan Cardenas  

House Sponsor: Josiah Pate  

Co-Sponsors: Kyle Marshall, Jumana Juaba  

Delegation:  Harold L. Richards 

 

A BILL 

For an Act creating Chapter 105, Section 85, of the Illinois Compiled Statutes, relating to 
school grading procedures. 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE YMCA YOUTH LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ILLINOIS. 

Section I. All public high school in the state of Illinois will be required to have a common 1 
grading scale in ten (10) percent increments. 2 

Section II. The standardized grade for an A will be an 89.5 percent through one-hundred 3 
(100) percent.  A standard B will be from a 79.5 percent through 89.4 percent. Grades C, D, 4 
and F will follow in the same format with a ten (10) percent decrease for each. 5 

Section III. If a school follows a Standard-Based Grading Scale of 1-4, they must have a 6 
letter grade conversion.  A one (1) would convert to a 55 percent, or an F. A two (2) would 7 
be 65 percent, or a D. A three (3) would be an 80 percent, B standardized.  A four (4) would 8 
be 95 percent. 9 

Section IV.  All public schools must submit a copy of their grading scale to the Illinois State 10
Board of Education. 11

Section IV. This Bill shall go into effect on July 1, 2017 upon the signature of the Youth 12
Governor of the State of Illinois. 13
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Illinois Youth Legislature 
 
Introduced by:  Referred to Committee:  Orange 6  
Senate Sponsor: Dava Smjth   

House Sponsor: Abigail Huber  

Co-Sponsor:  Marisa Hundley  

Delegation: Carterville 

A BILL 
 
For an Act Creating Chapter 110, Section 1, of the Illinojs Compiled Statutes, relating to the 
establishment of post-secondary education services provided to prisoners. 
 
BE IT ENACTED BY THE YMCA YOUTH LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ILLINOIS. 
 
Sectjon I. All nonviolent prisoners in the State of Illinois who meet the stated 1 
qualifications will receive reduced sentencing. 2 

Section II.·All prisoners up for evaluation must go through a committee hearing that will 3 
determine the eligibility of the prisoner for reduced sentencing as well the potential re-4 
release date. 5 

Section III. Procedures for qualifying is as follows:  Any inmate who wishes to be considered 6 
for reduced  sentencing must be eligible for parole in the future and have not received  7 
penalization for violent or disruptive behavior six months prior to the date they are scheduled  8 
to meet with their committee  hearing. 9 

Section IV.  Acceptance shall be granted to non violent offenders only. 10

Section  V. A nonviolent offender is defined as a person who committed a drug 11

offense, a  white-collar crime, or any other crimes in which no person was threatened  with 12
and/or suffered bodily harm or death. 13

Section VI. An inmate who is granted reduced sentencing will be mandated to complete 14
community service hours based upon how many years their sentences were reduced. An 15
inmate will be mandated to complete 5 hours of community service for every year of early 16
release, within one year after their early release date. 17

Section VIL  Any inmate who is granted reduced sentencing must continue  anypreviously  18
dictated probation counseling upon their release from  prison. 19

Section VIII. If an Inmate fails to complete community service they will be fined $50 for every 20
community service hour not completed. 21

Section IX. This Bill shall go into effect on January 1, 2018 upon the signature of 24 the 22
Youth Governor of the State of Illinois.23
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LOBBYIST POSITION PAPER 

 
Lobbyist Name:  Neha Arun  

Delegation:  Carterville High School 

Aligned with Preliminary Bill #:  RIII-11 

I encourage the YMCA Youth Legislature to pass a bill that allows nonviolent prisoners to receive reduced sentencing. 
Certain sentences in Illinois require inmates to serve a mandatory miniumum sentence,  especially for nonviolent 
offenses. As a result, Illinois prisons are among the most overcrowded in the nation. Nonviolent prisoners should 
be granted reduced sentencing to decrease government spending and reduce unneccessary prison time. The bill's 
parole and nonviolence requirements ensure that there are measures to detain unsafe prisoner behavior. Inmates 
should be required to complete community service at a set rate or be charged a fine. The fine is set fairly, in order 
for low-income inmates to be able to pay it. Sentences may only be reduced by two-thirds, and the smallest 
reduced sentence allowed is one month. This guarantees that prisoners still recompense for their crime and can 
complete their community service. Virtually no additional money is required because of the prison community service 
programs already in place. The National Crime Prevention Council found that community service performed by  inmates 
reduces crime rates and decreases the chance of inmates getting into gangs. 

In July 2015, Pres. Obama called for changes in the criminal justice system, saying a distinction had to be made 
between young people doing "stupid things" and violent criminals. The outlined reduced sentencing structure 
would be more effective than previous programs like the IDOC early release that led to the dress-in-dress-out in 
2009. That program released prisoners early based on "good conduct credit," and was criticized for its stringency 
and inefectiveness in reducing prison overpopulation. These past reductions mainly released those who had drunk 
driving or weapons violations convictions, two offenses that could tie into violent behavior. In contrast, this bill's 
more effective reforms target more crimes and focus on nonviolent prisoners. The new programs put in place have 
reduced prison population by 3.7%, however, to achieve Gov. Rauner's goal of a 25% decrease in the next decade, 
more measures and reforms need to be put in place. 

http;time.com/4607065/president-obama grants-clemency-to-231 people For the Obama Administration, 
Aaron's case was a dear example of the human cost of the harsh laws of the war-on-drugs era, particularly for 
citizens of color. Obama has since shortened the sentences of 744 prisoners, more than the past 10 Presidents 
combined, and pushed for legislation that would reduce the prison population by 17,000 between 2017 and 
2021. The moves were intended to close a chapter of American history that overcrowded prisons and tattered 
the social fabric of urban communities. -Maya Rhodan AFter Life The Pioneers of President Obama's Clemency 
Campaign. Time Magazine- Nov. 7, 2016. After decades behind bars, everyday behaviors that others learn 
without even realizing it- like ordering at a fast-food joint or figuring out how to work a TV remote- can prove 
challenging. Family dynamics change. Some relatives have passed away. Others harbor guilt towards their 
incarcerated morns, dads, brothers, sons, daughters. And many former prisoners say they live in constant fear 
that their past incarceration- the third or more of their lives lived under federal supervision- is obvious to every 
casual observer. 
Families against mandatory minimums 
Another Sentencing Commission report - focused solely on crack-cocaine offenders who were released early- 
found that those offenders were no more likely to recidivate than other prisoners. 

Reduced sentencing would reduce the number of people cycling through prisons, wasted human capital, and overall 
strain on the criminal justice system. By allowing nonviolent prisoners to complete community service to reduce their 
sentences, Illinois would be able to pursue Gov. Rauner's goal and benefit nonviolent prisoners by streamlining the 
justice system. 

Summary: I will support all legislation that enables nonviolent prisoners to receive reduced sentencing. 
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STATE OF ILLINOIS

Sixty-Eighth Session
Illinois Youth Legislature

Introduced by: Referred to Committee: Orange 7

Senate Sponsor: Tyler Fennes

House Sponsor: Jessalyn Eubanks  

Co-Sponsors: Sadie Payne, Addison Baxter

Delegation:  Sesser-Valier

A BILL

For an Act amending Chapter 625, of the Illinois Compiled Statutes, relating to the 
choice of the addition of medical allergies and/or medical conditions on state 
identification cards or driver's licenses. 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE YMCA YOUTH LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ILLINOIS.

Section I. Each person with a state identification card or driver’s license valid under 1 
the state of Illinois will have the option to add information regarding medical 2 
allergies and/or medical conditions underneath the Medical Information/Living Will 3 
Seal Area on the back of the license.  4 

Section II. The Department of Motor Vehicles (DMV) is required to give all state 5 
identification card and driver’s license recipients a medical information form that 6 
allows them to state any medical allergies or medical conditions. If one does not 7 
have any or refuses to list any medical allergies or medical conditions due to privacy 8 
or personal preference, they must sign a form stating that they do not wish to 9 
release this information.10

Section III. There will be no consequences or fines if one chooses to keep the license 11
the same due to the optional addition of medical information on Illinois state 12
identification cards and/or driver’s licenses.13

Section IV. This Bill shall go into effect on January 1, 2018 upon the signature of the 14
Youth Governor of the State of Illinois.15
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S-O-25 

LLOBBYIST POSITION PAPER 
 
 

Lobbyist Name: Seth Boles        

Delegation: Sesser-Valier High School       

Aligned with Preliminary Bill #: RIII-27 

 

I encourage the YMCA Youth Legislature to pass a bill that mandates allergy medical conditions be 

posted on the back off of state ID’s or licenses. If a person with an allergy or medical condition 

were to get in an accident, the emergency medical team would be able to give them the correct care 

if the information was on their state ID.  

Anaphylaxis can be caused due to an allergy. In some cases individuals with anaphylaxis die. This is 

why I believe medical allergies/conditions should always be present on the back of state 

identification cards. 

Summary: I will support all legislation that puts medical allergies/conditions on the back of state 

identification cards in Illinois.    
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S-O-25 

LLOBBYIST POSITION PAPER 
 
 
Lobbyist Name:    Jesi Shurtz        

Delegation:   Sesser-Valier High School        

Aligned with Preliminary Bill #:   R111-27   

 
I encourage our bill to be passed because my bill group believes that whomever has medical 
problems as in allergies should be able to have his or her allergies printed on the back of their 
identification cards. Many people in today's society are immune to a lot of different things, as in 
insect bites, latex exposure, foods, and certain medications. In 2014, 4 million children in the US 
have food allergies and medical allergies. For example say that someone gets into an emergency 
accident the EMTs then would not know if they were allergic to certain types of medicines as in 
Penicillin, or any medicine at all. If he or she were allergic to Penicillin and the EMTs give him or her 
that medicine then it would be hurting that person more than helping them. I think that our bill 
should be passed because other people knowing you have medical allergies or any allergies at all 
are very important.   
 
Summary:  To be able to have your medical allergies on the back of your Identification Cards  
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STATE OF ILLINOIS 
Sixty-Eighth Session 

Illinois Youth Legislature 
 
Introduced by:  Referred to Committee:  Orange 7  
 
Senate Sponsor: Jose Murillo  

House Sponsor: Jesus Murillo  

Co-Sponsors: Luis Herrera 

Delegation: Oswego High School 
 
 

A BILL 
 

For an Act creating Chapter 605, Section 12, Article 1 of the Illinois Compiled States relating to 
environmentally responsible highway construction. 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE YMCA YOUTH LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ILLINOIS. 
 
Section  I.  Working in conjunction with the Illinois 2016 Safe Roads Amendment, this bill will 1 
implement new sources of renewable energy to Illinois. The resources taken from Illinois tolls 2 
will be spent to improve overall road conditions and provide energy for our cities. The funds 3 
redirected from the tolls be used to put in place new roads that take the kinetic energy from 4 
the passing motor vehicles, pushing small ramps in the road down, compressing air through 5 
hoses into storage tanks and fed into turbines, to then produce electricity to then be conducted 6 
to other systems to therefore save energy in other sectors and also be more environmentally-7 
friendly. 8 

Section II.  The system would first be implemented in roads near Chicago, surrounding suburbs, 9 
Peoria, Springfield, and Rockford. 10

Section III. In conjunction with the road system being built, five percent of the revenue 11
redirected from the toll system to the implementation of this bill will be used to create solar-12
panel-powered traffic lights to further increase the amount of energy produced, meaning a 13
greater amount of clean energy and fewer energy costs for the cities in general. 14

Section IV. The Illinois Department of Transportation will enforce that such expenditures are 15
spent appropriately and that all funds be used in the most energy efficient way. 16

Section  V. This Bill shall go into effect on April 2, 2018 upon the signature of the Youth 17
Governor of the State of Illinois. 18
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SSTATE OF ILLINOIS 
 

Sixty-Eighth Session 
Illinois Youth Legislature 

 
Introduced by:  Referred to Committee:  Orange 7  

 
Senate Sponsor: Anna Li Radcliffe 

House Sponsor: Meghana Mohan 

Co-Sponsor:  Rosann Marattil, Aminah Beg 

Delegation:  Waubonsie Valley High School      

A BILL 
 
For an Act concerning American Sign Language (ASL) Chapter 105, Section 5, Article 14 of 
the Illinois Compiled Statutes, relating to School Code. 
 
BE IT ENACTED BY THE YMCA YOUTH LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ILLINOIS. 

 
Section I. This bill will enact a mandatory requirement for public school districts in the state of 1 
Illinois that already integrate special needs programs to offer American Sign Language courses. 2 
Public high schools that do not have a foreign language department will not be included in this 3 
requirement. 4 
 
Section II. Students will be provided the option to enroll in ASL as a foreign language. This class 5 
would also qualify for any graduation requirements.  6 
 
Section III. The policy in place for minimum student class enrollment size for each school will also 7 
be used for this bill. A special education teacher from each high school will need to go through 8 
training to become sign language certified in order to teach at least one period of ASL. 9 
 
Section IV. This bill will only require funding for ASL certification programs. The money would come 10 
from the set amount allocated to each district already provided by the government. Each district 11 
will individually accommodate this cost into their budget.  12 
 
Section V. If a public high school that fits the prerequisites does not comply with the requirements 13 
of this bill, then the funding for the foreign language department will be reduced. The county does a 14 
compliance review before every school year, and if the standards are not met, the county will 15 
enforce this by penalizing with a reduction in funding where the money will be kept until 16 
requirements are fulfilled.      17 
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Section VI. This bill shall go into effect on January 1st, 2018, upon the signature of the Youth 18 
Governor of the State of Illinois.  19 
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S-O-27 

LLOBBYIST POSITION PAPER 
 
Lobbyist Name: Alya Gupta 

Delegation: Waubonsie Valley 

Aligned with Preliminary Bill #:        RI-88 

I encourage YMCA Youth Legislature to pass a bill that mandates at least one American Sign 

Language (commonly referred to as ASL) course to be taught in all public high schools.  

Approximately five to ten percent of the U.S. population, 15 million people, suffer from some form 

of a communication disorder. A majority of these people often struggle to find work in this 

communication-reliant economy and often end up unemployed or in a lower economic class than 

they deserve. This, in turn, costs the U.S. approximately $154 billion to $186 billion a year, 

between 2.5% to 3% of our annual GNP. By offering American Sign Language, the rest of the 

population will have the opportunity to reach out to the communication impaired part of the 

population, possibly saving the U.S. economy billions as well as opening up the market to a greater 

portion of society. The number of people suffering from communication disorders are expected to 

increase going into the next century, so by implementing a mandatory ASL class in high schools 

now, the annual economic loss can be reduced before it gets worse.  

One of my relatives suffers from a communication disorder which can often be a challenge for both 

my relative and his family. He loves to be around people and have attention but he struggles to 

make connections with people because he is unable to verbally express himself and must rely on 

broken speech and arbitrary hand gestures. 

As someone who is part of groups that work to integrate special needs kids at my school, I often 

find it quite hard to communicate with students who suffer from special needs as many of them 

lack the skills to speak. What I have noticed, however, is that most kids seem to be able to 

communicate through sign language. By offering an American Sign Language course in school, the 

school is opening up the possibility for integration of special needs kids within regular school 

classes. 

Summary:   I will support all legislation that promotes works to reduce communication disorder 
exclusion. 
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SSTATE OF ILLINOIS 

Sixty-Eighth Session 
Illinois Youth Legislature 

 

Introduced by:  Referred to Committee:  Orange 7  

Senate Sponsor: Celeste Matta  

House Sponsor: Briana Demming  

Co-Sponsors: Beatrice Nkansah, Stephanie Flores  

Delegation:  Waubonsie Valley High School 

A BILL 

For an Act amending Chapter 630 Section 17, of the Illinois Compiled Statutes, relating to 
legal state holidays. 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE YMCA YOUTH LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ILLINOIS. 

Section I. The Promissory Note and Bank Holiday Act states a list of holidays that are 1 
considered legal holidays in Illinois upon which a bank may remain closed, but is not 2 
required to. The following is a list of holidays included in the Act: New Year’s Day, MLK Jr’s 3 
Birthday, Abraham Lincoln’s Birthday, President’s Day, Casimir Pulaski’s Birthday, Good 4 
Friday, Memorial Day, Independence Day, Labor Day, Columbus Day, Veterans’ Day, 5 
Thanksgiving Day, and Christmas Day. 6 

Section II. This bill will amend the act by adding General Election Day to the list of legal 7 
holidays in which a bank may remain closed, but is not required to. As America is a republic, 8 
this bill amendment will help further ensure that bank employees have the opportunity to 9 
vote in important elections. Overall, this may provide a more accurate representation of 10
America’s voice, since more citizens will have the opportunity to vote.  11

Section III. Bank employees cannot be forced to work on General Election Day, even if their 12
respective banks choose to remain open. There will be no punishment imposed on those 13
employees who choose not to work on General Election Day.  14

Section IV. This Act will be enforced by the Illinois Department of Financial & Professional 15
Regulation. 16

Section V. There are no costs associated with this amendment. 17

Section VI. This Bill shall go into effect on October 1, 2017 upon the signature of the Youth 18
Governor of the State of Illinois. 19
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LLOBBYIST POSITION PAPER 
 
Lobbyist Name:  Carina Collins 

Delegation:  Waubonsie Valley High School    

Aligned with Preliminary Bill #: RI-89 

 
I encourage Illinois YMCA Youth and Government legislation to pass a bill that recognizes General 
Election Day as a bank holiday.  

General Election Day should be recognized as a bank holiday to allow each and every person the 
equal opportunity to vote on General Election Day and give an accurate representation of the 
citizen’s wishes to have elected for each position. Without an accurate representation that 
supports the majority of the people living in Illinois, many would feel misrepresented and could 
start protests. According to the Illinois State Board of Elections in the 2016 election, there was a 
total of 7.99 million active registered voters in Illinois. However, there are 758,000 inactive voters. 

There are 375,800 people employed by the banks in Illinois. If the calculations are done, 375,800 
(number of bank employees) ÷ 758, 000 (number of inactive voters), this means that bank 
employees could potentially account approximately 49.6% of inactive voters. This bill would enable 
those 375,800 bank employees, who potentially did not have the opportunity to vote, to go to the 
polls and voice their opinion, raising the voter turnout for elections by more than 7%; giving a more 
accurate representation of the people of Illinois.  

Even with early voting, people are still unable to vote early because of busy schedules. Early voting 
lines are also extremely long. Some lines had a wait as long as two hours. Many people will not 
build that into their schedule. Allowing General Election day to be a state holiday would allow 
people to vote without a very long wait, not having to worry about their busy schedules. With 
people able to go out to vote, more than 70% of the people, the percentage of people in Illinois 
who voted in the 2016 General Election, could go out and vote to represent their party.  

Having General Election Day as a bank holiday in Illinois would allow people to vote without worry. 
Once people are allowed to vote without restrictions, citizens will feel better represented within the 
state and have an accurate representation of people’s wishes for the country.   

Summary:    I will support all legislation that recognizes General Election Day as a bank holiday.  
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PProposal Author(s): JoHanna Abraham 

Delegation: Amos Alonzo Stagg  

Proposal Topic: Alternative school schedules in Illinios 

Position Statement:  To inform the people of Illinois the students are demanded multiple hours of work 

just in one day. The state of Illinois is not proving a cooperative and healthy schedule for kids.  For high 

school students, the schedule should be changed to a 4-day week and a 3-day weekend A reduced week 

will affect these pupils significantly. 

 

Proposal:   
1. The hours of school in a week should be cut. Currently high school is averaging 6.9 

hours of school each day, and the traditional is 6. The week should be reduced in order to 
regulate the traditional amount of hours and benefit students. 

 
2. A student should have an extra day to finish and catch up on all of its assignments. A 

high school student averages 3.5 hours of homework each night. In order for a student to 
retrain from stress and be given the amount of free time they deserve, an extra weekend 
day shall be given. 

 

3. A student should have less school days. They should have this due to the amount of 
sleep an average student gets each night. Currently, teenagers are sleeping only 7.5 
hours, and the expected amount of sleep is 9.5. In order for a teenager to stay healthy 
and receive the right amount of sleep, a reduced week should be given. 
 

Expected Results:  

More students will be successful if the school week is shortened.  When having a little more free 
time a student is able to live a more balanced life being well rested and involved. Both of these 
things are essential to a healthy human body. If the students are now well rested that means they 
are more likely to do better in school. Therefore, the students will be able to perform at a greater 
extent and become more successful. 
 

Illinois YMCA Youth and Government 
State Affairs Forum Proposal 2016-2017 
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PProposal Author: Sarah Abraham     

Delegation: Lake Park High School       

Proposal Topic: Improving Recidivism Rates in Illinois        

Position Statement: By expanding opportunities given to prisoners while in jail and also after their 

release, recidivism rates can be lowered.  

 

Proposal:   
1.Increase the amount and funding for educational and vocational programs using taxpayer 
money that would have been used for fees if someone was arrested again.  
 
2. Change laws of employment for people with felonies. 
 
3. Provide mental health and substance abuse treatments more widely in prisons. 
 
4. Institute more halfway houses with security so newly released people have freedom but 
still face responsibility and consequences. 
 
5.Implement open prisons for low-risk inmates such as ones operating in Finland and 
Sweden 
 
 

Expected Results:  
Every time someone is arrested again, nearly 120,000 dollars is spent because of what taxpayers 
must pay (arrest, trials, imprisonment, etc.), what victims pay and foregone economic money. If 
these proposals are implemented, the amount of people who get arrested again will decrease. 
Victims won’t pay and the economy will stay the same but taxpayer dollars will go towards other 
innovations and increase safety in the future.  

Illinois YMCA Youth and Government 
State Affairs Forum Proposal 2016-2017 
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PProposal Author(s):  Anastasia Adjei 

Delegation:  UCSN Charter School 

Proposal Topic:  Laws should be enacted for homeschool education in order to make it 

productive and successful.  

Position Statement:  To protect homeschooling in illinois as a valid choice for education through new 

mandates, to ensure quality for all illinois students who are homeschooled. 

Proposal:   
1. Homeschool students must participate in other activities outside of their learning from their 

academics. Homeschool students are required to join an extracurricular activities outside their 
home every year of learning. By this, they would interact with the outside world and build 
necessary social skills, to be successful in society. 

2. Hours must be logged by a teacher or parent of a student work, minimum of state requirement 
of 176 days (1,408 hours), for completion of a grade. The goal is to ensure students are on 
task, producing quality work by the student, in order for them to be prepared with skills and 
knowledge for the next grade level.  

3. Homeschool students must be acknowledged, like those students in public school, of their hard 
work. Homeschool students should be given awards like Academic Honor Roll for emotional 
satisfaction and proof to higher level education entities of their character. 

4. In order to ensure the quality of education from homeschool students, parents are allowed to 
deduct up to 50% of their costs for education, directly bill a state through appropriate 
paperwork. Parents should not be burdened with the full financial costs. 
 

Expected Results:  

If the proposal is passed, this will increase educational options for illinois parents who choose not 
to send their kids to public school.  By supporting the integrity of homeschooling in illinois through 
new mandated requirements homeschool will be considered a reputable option for acceptance into 
higher level education. 
 

Illinois YMCA Youth and Government 
State Affairs Forum Proposal 2016-2017 
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PProposal Author:  Zainab Ali 

Delegation:  Islamic Foundation School 

Proposal Topic:  Solutions to decrease the rate of teen substance use in Illinois. 

Position Statement: In modern times, abuse of drugs and alcohol is becoming a significant issue, 
which must be addressed. Abuse of tobacco, alcohol, and drugs is extremely costly to our nation, 
demanding over $700 billion annually. This is a proposal encouraging several methods and 
resolutions in which the amount of substance abuse by teens and adolescents can be reduced.  
Preventing substance abuse among adolescents will help safeguard our society, and is a crucial 
public health goal that when achieved, will improve society significantly.  

Proposal:  

1. Schools/school districts must be required to take on effective drug and alcohol policies and 
programs, after school programs, and efforts to involve parents, who play an integral role in a 
teens life and decisions. Educating teens on potential risks of using drugs and alcohol can allow 
them to make better choices. In addition,  

2. Substance abuse prevention can be led by coordinators in school districts, who will take the 
initiative for: identifying drug and alcohol prevention programs and strategies, aiding  schools in 
embracing the most successful strategies, and providing feedback to state educational agencies on 
programs and activities that have been found to be effective in reducing substance use.   

3. Research based prevention programs and organizations must be set up to intervene, advertise, and 
educate on substance abuse and its risks, thus reducing drug and alcohol problems in the state. 
Evidence from studies show that when young people perceive drug use as harmful, they reduce 
their level of use. For this reason, prevention programs that have encouraged social commitment to 
abstaining from drugs have proven to show lower rates of drug abuse.  

4.  Programs addressing drug trafficking and efforts in reducing it will in turn, prevent substance use. 
Such programs should be provided by the state with coordination, equipment, and resources needed 
to  reduce the production, manufacturing, and distribution of drugs. 

Expected Results: 

Substance abuse by teens will lessen notably. This will lead to adolescents with a better knowledge 
and understanding of right and wrong, and more promising futures for them. Health care costs will 
minimize appreciably, and beings in society will be conserved from harmful substances.  

Illinois YMCA Youth and Government 
State Affairs Forum Proposal 2016-2017 
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PProposal Author: Providence Andrews 

Delegation: Williamsville      

Proposal Topic:What, if any, laws should be enacted to regulate homeschooling?       

Position Statement: I do not believe that any regulations should be put in place on the topic of 

homeschooling. 

 

Proposal:  
 

1. All regulations regarding what language to teach children with should be repealed. 
2. The subjects that students are required to take: Language arts, biological or physical science, math, 

social science, fine arts, and physical development and health. Should be optional. 
3. The need for samples of work from the student should not be compulsory. 

 
Expected Results:  

The whole point of homeschooling is to individualize education, which is something public schools 
greatly lack. While public schools try their best to cater to individual needs, it is impossible to have 
severely specialized programs without be outrageously expensive. It has been shown that 
homeschooled students are scoring better than public school or even private school students. The 
HSLDA published a study by Dr. Lawrence M. Rudner that said “Because home education allows 
each student to progress at his or her own rate, almost one in four home school students (24.5%) 
are enrolled one or more grades above age level…” This freedom to excel in whatever calling they 
choose means that when it comes to homeschooling the less regulation the better. Statistically 
homeschooled families are more well off. Not only are roughly 97% married, but only 4.5% have an 
income of $19,999 or less(Rudner). Less restrictions on homeschooling also means that parents are 
able to chose how much the education cost by using public resources like libraries, pbs shows, and 
museums, or they can pay to buy courses like Abeka or Alpha Omega. It does get quite expensive to 
sign up for extracurricular activities out of school, and it is well known that homeschooling isn’t for 
every family or situation; however, it is unfair to limit the families and students who attempt 
homeschooling. Our hope for education is that it best benefits the students and homeschooling is a 
great way to make that hope a reality. 
 
 

Illinois YMCA Youth and Government 
State Affairs Forum Proposal 2016-2017 
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PProposal Author(s): Nicole Bremner 

Delegation: Stagg High School 

Proposal Topic: (14) Illinois uses standardized testing (PARCC, SAT, etc.) to evaluate student 

learning and teacher performance. How should Illinois use these results to improve schools? 

Position Statement:  These standardized tests are not accurate in representation of a student´s 

understanding of curriculum in a school system. They only show a snapshot of a what a student can 

remember without a study guide, and should not be a gauge for that student´s knowledge for an entire 

year's worth of learning. Standardized testing does not improve academic prowess, it is expensive, and it 

causes students severe stress. Most importantly, it shouldn´t be a representation of a student just 

through one or few tests. Standardized testing should not have a consequential factor in a student or 

schools rating or funding. 

 

Proposal:   
1. Standardized testing should not have an impact on a student's grade or be sent to 

colleges for them to determine a student´s readiness of a college. 
 

2. Standardized testing should play a smaller role in school systems by setting a 
curriculum for the teachers, and deciding what students are excelling or struggling in. 

 

3. GPA and class placement should be the most important part of a college's image of a 
student because it more accurately conveys who the student is. 

Expected Results:  
The student body will mostly agree, they are the group that is beneficially targeted in this 
proposal and will most likely appreciate the proposal. 
 

Illinois YMCA Youth and Government 
State Affairs Forum Proposal 2016-2017 
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PProposal Author(s): Daniel Clough 

Delegation: Amos Alonzo Stagg High School 

Proposal Topic: What should Illinois do to improve police and community relations and reinforce 

the protect and serve motto? 

Position Statement:  Increasing non-hostile interaction between officers and civilians would build trust 

between the cops and the people. 

 

Proposal:   
1. In order to ameliorate the police and community relations, mandatory charitable work 

within the jurisdictions of the officers should be implemented. After recent events 
involving the police and public communities, building mutual trust is as important now 
as it ever was. 

 
Expected Results:  

By starting a mandatory amount of charitable hours served in the areas in which the officer 
serves, the community’s perception of the police will be elevated. The current schism and 
turmoil will be mended into an ideal relationship. Doing this a total of 5 hours a work week 
per officer will become mandatory. The work will be reduced from their normal work 
schedule. Examples of places in which they will serve include but aren’t limited to barber 
shops, parks, and grocery stores in their jurisdiction. Chicago itself was reported to have 
922 detectives, which is 330 less than the amount in 2008. The decline in personnel is 
because of the increasing hostility towards the badge. As a direct result of losing these 
officers, only 26% of the city’s homicide cases were solved in 2015. The need to ameliorate 
the relationship between the officers and community is clear. By doing this there is a high 
potential that crime and more importantly hostile attacks against officers will decrease. 
The officers will be able to perform their duties at peak potential, and the people will no 
longer be fearful of the men and women who protect and serve. 
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PProposal Author(s): Brianna Dorris       

Delegation: Sesser-Valier       

Proposal Topic: The Illinois State Board of Education should closely evaluate the standardized test 

scores in order to improve schools.      

Position Statement: To evaluate student’s standardized test scores individually in order to make 

Illinois schools better. When the scores are not looked at closely, the schools nor the students will 

not improve in the areas that are needed.   

 

Proposal:   
1. Low standardized test scores could be a likely indication that schools do not have the proper 

curriculum material, teaching, funding, or a variety of other things needed in order to increase 
these scores. With evaluating the scores closely, the causes of the low scores should be found, 
making sure there are no such problems in the future. 

2. Low test results could mean a variety of things. The students may not have the knowledge 
necessary to achieve high scores, they may struggle when it comes to taking tests, or many other 
possible difficulties that could occur. With the close evaluation, Illinois schools can be sure to give 
the kids the one-on-one help and learning they may need, or anything else that may be helpful to 
students. 

3. When each student's test is thoroughly looked at, the areas that the student struggles in will be 
revealed. When the areas are revealed, a one-on-one learning will be provided whether it be a 
personal tutor or personal program to better the future test scores of the student, which would 
also raise the overall success rate of Illinois standardized tests. 

4. Usually the blame for low test scores is put on the teachers, however that may not always be the 
correct cause. The Illinois State Board of Education needs to start closely evaluating the test 
results, in order for the actual causes of the low scores be found and corrected. 
 
 
Expected Results:  
 
As of now, the percentage of students who exceeded in PARCC testing was an average of 33%. 
100% of Illinois students should and will be able to exceed state standards with any standardized 
test that is taken. When the test scores are evaluated closer, Illinois can be assured that all schools 
will find the problems causing low scores, and then be improved to the levels they should be to 
achieve the best possible scores. 
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PProposal Author(s): Ella Dorsey 

Delegation: Carterville High School 

Proposal Topic: Making sure Illinois will have a budget passed on time 

Position Statement:  What Illinois can do to avoid the current problem of not being able to pass a 

comprehensive budget. The main problem is the disagreement between the Democratic held state 

legislature and the Republican Governor and Lieutenant Governor seats 

 

Proposal:   

1. As pension former Governor Pat Quinn currently receives $11,097 a month, former 
Speaker of the House Denny Hastert receives $2,335. Legislative personnel have a 
paycheck of approximately $67,836 a year. 

2. When the legislative and executive branches are held by different parties, it is expected 
to have disagreements, but when they begin to jeopardize the welfare of the state 
there needs to be changes. 

3. To ensure the passing of a comprehensive budget, more checks and balances should 
be required. 

4. The budget plan will not be able to be postponed once it is late. 
 

Expected Results: The state of Illinois cannot and should not be short of a budget and we can 
do more to prevent something like this from happening again. 
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PProposal Author(s):  Madyson Edwards   

Delegation:  Sesser-Valier     

Proposal Topic: How can we better homeschooling standards and enforcement Position Statement: To 

ensure that homeschooled students receive educational requirements as strong as students in public 

schools receive.  

Proposal:   
1. Illinois permit students to be homeschooled as a form of private education under guardian's

supervision, Minimal requirements include language arts, mathematics, biological and
physical sciences, social sciences, fine arts, and physical development, and health. With the
Illinois population only .004% that's about 500 people that are acknowledge to being
homeschooled. That gives the guardian the right to set their time schedule, and choose the
materials that best suits the education that their child needs. Public schools in Illinois
require tests to measure the level of education, but in homeschooling that is not required.

2. Students can earn a high school diploma if they meet the correct requirements. Not only is
it important for a child to meet the standards to receive the diploma of grade and high
school today it is the guardians’ full responsibility to educate them up to that point. In
today's reviews most homeschooled students can do online work and it differs from the
parent teaching. It's more self learning,because they do more reading and answer everything
online so homeschooled students would need the guardian to provide them with different
materials.

3. However homeschooled students may not be getting the education they need. To help
ensure homeschooling the kids should have to take pre and post tests to see how much
they are actually learning. I also recommend homeschooled students taking standardized
tests every 18 weeks just as it is taken in public schools so they meet the same standards.
Tests also give them a review on everything they have learned. Homeschooled students
don't take standardized test now because the tests take up a good amount of time and
resources and some parents don't want to deal with it. However if the guardian and the
student wants the best possible education for them then they will be willing to work to
provide the time and resources to take them. Also another reason they don't have them now
for homeschooled students is because illinois does not have enough money but the local
school could provide the materials and the tests for the homeschooled students. The local
school could also send in a teacher for advising and to answer any questions the students
might have.

Expected Results: 

That more kids will get the equal amount of education through homeschooling as public schools 
receive. Also so homeschooled students will be able to see how they are improving and what they 
are actually learning.  
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PProposal Author(s): Henry Evans 

Delegation: Amos Alonzo Stagg High School 

Proposal Topic: What should Illinois do to improve police and community relations and reinforce 

the protect and serve motto? 

Position Statement:  Increasing non-hostile interaction between officers and civilians would build trust 

between the cops and the people. 

 

Proposal:   
1. In order to ameliorate the police and community relations, mandatory charitable work 

within the jurisdictions of the officers should be implemented. After recent events 
involving the police and public communities, building mutual trust is as important now 
as it ever was. 

 
Expected Results:  

By starting a mandatory amount of charitable hours served in the areas in which the officer 
serves, the community’s perception of the police will be elevated. The current schism and 
turmoil will be mended into an ideal relationship. Doing this a total of 5 hours a work week 
per officer will become mandatory. The work will be reduced from their normal work 
schedule. Examples of places in which they will serve include but aren’t limited to barber 
shops, parks, and grocery stores in their jurisdiction. Chicago itself was reported to have 
922 detectives, which is 330 less than the amount in 2008. The decline in personnel is 
because of the increasing hostility towards the badge. As a direct result of losing these 
officers, only 26% of the city’s homicide cases were solved in 2015. The need to ameliorate 
the relationship between the officers and community is clear. By doing this there is a high 
potential that crime and more importantly hostile attacks against officers will decrease. 
The officers will be able to perform their duties at peak potential, and the people will no 
longer be fearful of the men and women who protect and serve. 
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PProposal Author(s):  Dax Frey 

Delegation:  Carterville 

Proposal Topic:  Standardized testing results can improve the quality of education 

in Illinois 

Position Statement:  To inform the citizens of Illinois that by looking at the standardized test 

results in schools throughout the state and using those results as a guide for what needs to 

be improved within the school will allow for a higher success rate for students in Illinois. 

 

Proposal:   

1. Some students struggle with certain subjects in school, and the results from 

standardized tests can be used to identify what these students are struggling with, so the 

schools can offer the extra assistance that the student needs to excel. 
2. The SAT and PARCC tests are great indicators of what a student may be struggling 

with; whether that be a subject, test anxiety, or something else. These results can allow 

school staff to work to help its students reach their full potential. 

3. If the test results in a certain area at a specific school arc much lower than average, the school 

can use these results to detem1ine whether or not a change in staff would be beneficial to the 

mental growth of its students. 

 
Expected Results:  

Schools in Illinois will be able to offer a better learning experience for its students which is 

able to fit the educational requirements they need for success. With this new learning 

environment, the students would have greater opportunities to become excellent, 

functioning members of society. 
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PProposal Author(s): Braden Gentry 

Delegation: Carterville High School 

Proposal Topic: How Illinois can better utilize natural resources to become an energy 

leader in production and conservation. 

Position Statement:  The proud state of Illinois can become a big energy leader as long as we 

utilize its natural resources by conserving and producing eco-friendly changes. Illinois can take 

many steps to further this idea into reality by issuing solar panels to citizens. 

 

Proposal:   

I. Solar Panels will be issued by the year 2030 to all conservation buildings located in 

the 123 state protected lands in Illinois. To quality as a conservation building. The building's 

purpose must be to preserve and protect natural wildlife and   habitats. 

2. All buildings that require the use of vehicles will be required to have ·•green" cars. Or 

vehicles that run on green energy such as batteries. These must be in place by the year 2035. 

3. These solar panels and "green" cars will be funded through the extensive federal grants 

for green energy. If more money is needed it will be raised through taxpayer m o n e y . 

4. After the solar panels and vehicles make back what was invested, taxpayer money will 

no longer be needed. 

5. The money profited will be used to help advance the research on green energy. The goal of 

this research will be to find cheaper and more efficient ways to produce and use green energy. 

[Green energy] benefits the environment in an eco-friendly way by fighting against greenhouse gas 

emissions and reducing our collective dependence on fossil fuel (Solar City). 

 
Expected Results:  
Illinois would be a big energy leader in production and conservation if we took more 
ecofriendly steps such as this one. These steps will conserve our own resources, as well as 
make more jobs for Illinois. Also, it will produce a lot more renewable energy and not need to 
rely on non-  

Illinois YMCA Youth and Government 
State Affairs Forum Proposal 2016-2017 

Orange - 131



PProposal Author(s): Dylan Gossett 

Delegation: Carterville High School 

Proposal Topic: How Illinois can better utilize natural resources to become an energy leader 

in production and conservation. 

Position Statement:  Illinois can become a bigger energy leader if we make more eco-friendly 

changes that utilize the state's production and conservation. One big factor for conservation is 

recycling, which can change this state for the better. 

 

Proposal:   

1. If everybody in Illinois recycled, so much energy could be saved and put to better 
use. This can be accomplished by issuing curbside recycling. 

2. According to www.costowl.com, the average 2017 price of curbside recycling only 
costs$5-$25 for curbside recycling, depending on amount of bins used. Extra bins 
can be an additional $2.50-$7.50. Each household would only need to recycle at 
least one bin. 

3. Garbage collectors can take another day just for recycling, creating more jobs in the 
state. 

4. The state will issue out recycling bins to everyone I n Illinois. Any citizen with 
recycling bins does not need to receive another bin. To save money, the plastic bins 
can be used from recyclable materials. Any other money will be saved from recycling 
itself. 

5. Recycling will do a lot for Illinois. For example, according to Stanford University, l 
ton of recycled aluminum saves 14,000 kilowatt-energy hours, 40 barrels of oil, 238 
million btu's of energy, and 10 cubic yards of landfill space. Also that the recycling of 
aluminum saves 95% of energy used to make the original amount. Not only is the 
recycling saving money for this energy, it will reduce space of landfills for land to be 
put to better use. Also according to www.costow l.com, around 60% of items thrown 
away are recyclable. Paper, plastic, and metals recycled can be used indefinitely. 
Plastic can take up to 1,000 years to decompose and glass can take up to 4,000 
years. Also, recycling of one household's waste can prevent nearly 2,500 pounds of 
carbon dioxide entering the air. 

Expected Results: Curbside recycling will save the government energy and money. Even with 
distributing recycling bins, they will in the end be saving money by creating more jobs and 
saving space from becoming landfills. This will also help protect the environment and everyone 
living in it. For only spending at least an extra $5 a month will be saving the state a huge 
amount of money and energy. Illinois will become an energy leader in production and 
conservation with ecofriendly steps like this one 
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PProposal Author(s):   Eli Gunter 
Delegation:  Sesser- Valier 

Proposal Topic: What should Illinois do to lower STD and STI (Sexually Transmitted Diseases 

and Infections) rates? 

Position Statement:  To protect citizens of Illinois from receiving and/or spreading sexually 

transmitted diseases or infections 

 

Proposal: 
1. Educating students in high school about abstinence and safe sex. Teach them why you 

should wait to have sex.  Also, teach them how to use condoms correctly. 
 

2. Propose that tax money is set aside for free or discounted STD or STI testing and 
treatment.  Tax money could go to these treatments for people who cannot afford them. 
 

3. Clinic also educate on abstinence and safe sex.The clinic can be opened three days a week 
for people to learn about what STD’s are and what can happened with them. 
 
Expected Results: 
This proposal will lower the rate of STDs, decreasing the amount spent by the state treating those 
infected and keeping the general population, as a whole, healthier, and safer.  
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PProposal Author(s):  Emma Lauth 

Delegation:  Stagg 

Proposal Topic: The rate of teen substance abuse in Illinois must decrease.  

Position Statement: Illinois needs to improve drug accessibility restrictions. It is too easy for a 

teen to obtain prescription drug and street drugs, as well as alcohol. 

Illinois needs to inforce age restrictions and have more surveillance of these substances 

Proposal: 
 

1. Teens at risk of substance abuse should be required to only consume prescription drugs while 
under guardian or physician supervision. 
 

2. The three most common ways for teens to get drugs is prescription, given to and/or bought from a 
friend/relative. Limit the supply that is given to patients, to prevent leftovers from being sold. 
 

3. Teaching more about drugs and alcohol in school. Show the kids long-term effects and the risks, 
including death. 
 

4. Informing the parents on how to teach their kids and how to deal with children with addition. 
 

5. Child Protection Services should be in schools and connected with Deans and counselors. Teens 
need to be taken out of homes that have drugs and alcoholics. 
 
Expected Results: 
 
The rate of teen substance abuse will decrease. The students will learn what was never told to 
them, they will learn right from wrong. Drugs are also one of the leading causes for gang violence 
.By reinforcing restrictions there will be less violence and adolescence will stay in school. Not only 
will the Minors stay clean but they will stay safe.  
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PProposal Author(s): Abigail Lee 

Delegation: Amos Alonzo Stagg High School 

Proposal Topic: Teen Substance Abuse 

Position Statement:  To decrease the rate of teen substance abuse, Illinois should better educate the 

teens on drug risks. Teen substance abuse can lead to physical and mental issues, academic issues, and 

often lead to ending up in the juvenile system. Illinois needs to further educate teens on the risks of drug 

consumption because if Illinois can prevent young people from experimenting with drugs they can 

decrease the rate of teen substance abuse. 

 

Proposal:   

1. 1.  What should illinois do to decrease the rate of teen substance abuse? 
Expected Results:  

By better educating teens on the risks of drug consumption, Illinois can decrease the rate 
of teen substance abuse. This can be done because research has shown that the human 
brain does not completely mature until the age of 25. Due to this, educating teens before 
their brain has matured causes educating them to be a larger influence. Because of this, 
Illinois can expect that by educating teens on the risks, they will be more inclined to not 
experiment with drugs. 
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PProposal Author(s): Theodore Mamone 

Delegation: Amos Alonzo Stagg High School 

Proposal Topic: What should Illinois do to improve police and community relations and 

reinforce the protect and serve motto? 

Position Statement:  Increasing non-hostile interaction between officers and civilians would build 

trust between the cops and the people. 

 

Proposal:   
1. In order to ameliorate the police and community relations, mandatory charitable work within the 

jurisdictions of the officers should be implemented. After recent events involving the police and public 
communities, building mutual trust is as important now as it ever was. 
 
Expected Results:  
By starting a mandatory amount of charitable hours served in the areas in which the officer serves, 
the community’s perception of the police will be elevated, as well as the bond between the officers 
and the people. The current schism and turmoil will be mended into an ideal relationship. The 
officers will be able to perform their duties at peak potential, and the people will no longer be 
fearful of the men and women who protect and serve. 
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PProposal Author(s): Mason Mears   

Delegation: Decatur Family YMCA (Eisenhower)  

Proposal Topic: Standardized Testing  

Position Statement: Standardized Testing is a great device that can test the students learning abilities 

and the teacher abilities to teach 

 
 
 

Proposal: 

1. All Standardized tests are the same throughout the state of Illinois 

2. Standardized testing show the level of proficiency that a student demonstrates in each of 

the subjects tested. 

3. Standardized testing can test whether the teacher are teaching the standards that the 

teachers are supposed to teach, provided by the state 
 
 
 
 

Expected Results: 

Standardized Testing results are gonna used more efficiently in order to find areas to improve 

education systems in Illinois 
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PProposal Author(s): Zoe Miller 

Delegation: Carterville High School 

Proposal Topic: Making sure Illinois will have a budget passed on time 

Position Statement:  What Illinois can do to avoid the current problem of not being able to 

pass a comprehensive budget. The main problem is the disagreement between the Democratic 

held state legislature and the Republican Governor and Lieutenant Governor seats 

 

Proposal:   

1. As pension former Governor Pat Quinn currently receives $11,097 a month, former Speaker of the 
House Denny Hastert receives $2,335. Legislative personnel have a paycheck of approximately 
$67,836 a year. 

2. When the legislative and executive branches are held by different parties, it is expected to 
have disagreements, but when they begin to jeopardize the welfare of the state there needs to 
be changes. 

3. To ensure the passing of a comprehensive budget, more checks and balances should 
be required. 

4. The budget plan will not be able to be postponed once it is late. 
 
Expected Results: The state of Illinois cannot and should not be short of a budget and we can 
do more to prevent something like this from happening again. 
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Proposal Author(s):  Kira 

Nussbaum Delegation: Gateway 

Region 

Proposal Topic: Decreasing the rate of teen substance abuse. 

Position Statement: To inform the residents of Illinois of the increasing rate of teen substance 

abuse throughout the state.  Illinois is providing inadequate drug education in its school systems 

and proper consequences are not being doled. Not only do schools need to be a crucial element in 

resolving this issue, they should partner with parents, guardians, local health departments and 

law enforcement to provide education, support, resources and deterrents to students. 

 
Proposal: 

 

1. The time spent on attempting to educate adolescents on the dangerous medical 
corollaries of substance abuse is not satisfactory. Students do not grasp the severity 
of substance abuse and the lifelong consequences that they could face as a result. 

 
2. The substance abuse curriculum should be more interactive and in depth. Showing 

students effect of substance abuse may augment their understanding of the 
repercussions. Having candid, real conversations and providing actual case studies of 
the effects of teen substance abuse would be impactful. 

 
3. Not only should proper education be a standard, so should harsher penalties for 

offenders. If a student is caught abusing substances, they should be subjected to 
suitable punishment. 

 
4. Proper treatment should be mandated to those who seek it after substance abuse. 

41% of male students and 36% of female students in high school admit to having 
used marijuana while only 4% of these males and female students say that they have 
received adequate treatment. 

 
Expected Results: 

 
With better education and an understanding of the long term effects of substance abuse, many 
adolescents would be less likely to take part in such. With harsher penalties being instituted, 
students will have an incentive not to abuse substances. Those students who have abused 
substances in the past can receive treatment to avoid further abuse. 
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PProposal Author(s): Jabe Outland 

Delegation: Carterville High School 

Proposal Topic: How Illinois can better utilize natural resources to become an energy leader 

in production and conservation. 

Position Statement:  The proud state of Illinois can become a big energy leader as long as we 

utilize its natural resources by conserving and producing eco-friendly changes. Illinois can take 

many steps to further this idea into reality by issuing solar panels to citizens. 

 

Proposal:   

1. Solar Panels will be issued to all tax paying citizens in the state of Illinois who 

apply for this eco-friendly opportunity. 

2. The applicants who apply will pay a monthly fee for the cost of the solar panels. 

3. To even out the cost for the panels, the taxpayer's electrical bill will be decreased 

due to solar panels powering the user's electronic appliances. 

4. After the decrease in the electrical bill pays off the money spent on the solar panel 

fees, the taxpayer will eventually gain a profit. This will also be used as a motivator 

for the applicant to apply to the proposition. 

5. Solar Panels benefit the environment in an eco-friendly way by fighting against 

greenhouse gas emissions and reducing our collective dependence on fossil fuel 

(Solar City)..] 

 
Expected Results:  
Illinois would be a big energy leader in production and conservation if we took more 
ecofriendly steps such as this one. These steps will conserve our own resources, as well as 
make more jobs for Illinois. Also, it will produce a lot more renewable energy and not need to 
rely on non-  
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PProposal Author(s):  Rohit Panse 

Delegation:  Neuqua Valley High School 

Proposal Topic: Making buying an electric car in illinois more feasible  

Position Statement:  To incentivize the people of Illinois to purchase electric cars, the installation 

of a statewide policy regarding charging stations at gas stations is necessary. The overall interest 

in buying an Electrical Vehicle or EV has increased  from 31% in 2015 to 36% in 2016 (Kline). 

Many prospective car purchasers reject the possibility of them owning an electric vehicle, because 

of the impracticality of the car’s driving range. An electric charging station is something that can 

increase the car’s driving’ range, since it is able to replenish a vehicle with energy to travel. Electric 

vehicle charging stations are rare to find. With this increasing interest in purchasing electric cars, 

Illinois can increase this already utilize this demand for profit by encouraging gas stations to install 

electric car charging stations with tax exemptions. With cars contributing to climate change and 

wreaking havoc on environments, by emitting around 24 pounds of carbon dioxide and other 

global-warming gases for every gallon of gas, instating this policy can help Illinois do its part in 

battling climate change ("Cars and global"). 

Proposal:   

1. Gas stations which install electric car charging stations are eligible for a tax exemption of $5,000-
$20,000 dollars (based on average income of the gas station). 

2. Internet and newspaper advertisements geared towards electric car prospective consumers address 
the frequency of new charging stations (funded by the state government).  
 
 
Expected Results:  

The collective carbon dioxide emission rate would reduce tremendously. Consumers would be more 
likely to purchase an electric car due to the availability of charging stations. Gas stations with 
electric charging stations would benefit from business attention coming from electric car 
consumers. Also, gas stations would  get a tax exemption starting from $5,000-$20,000 dollars. 
The market for electric cars would benefit electric car retailers who would now have a solid and 
growing market for their cars. 
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PProposal Author(s):  Robert Patton      

Delegation:  Warren Township Highschool       

Proposal Topic: What, if any, laws should be enacted to decrease poverty and homelessness in 

Illinois?       

Position Statement: There should be laws enacted for the homelessness to help decrease poverty.     

 

Proposal:   

1. To give those in poverty a helping hand by giving them a new way to find income. Like a recruiter 
for the homeless. A recruiter is a person who works to fill job openings in businesses and other 
positions.  

2. To decrease poverty the government should implement a law that gives those in poverty a house 
until they get a steady flow of income once they get a steady income flow they should get a years 
notice to save up for a house of their own and then the government will retake possession of this 
house to give to another homeless person. The houses will be a tiny house as in they will be 13 
feet wide, 25 feet long, and 22 feet tall. They will have the basic necessities of a house as in water, 
heat, electricity, and insurance. If they can not find a steady income we will take the house after 5 
years and put them into a home where they can learn to work more often and to help others. A 
community service home per say. 

3. Finally, I propose that those who are in poverty get to see a person who can help them manage 
their money. They would go to a community personal finance class for 2 months while in the tiny 
home. This class will not cost any money until the 2 months are over or if you or your family 
doesn’t have an income problem. 
 
Expected Results: 
I believe that this is a very viable option considering each house would cost from $55,000 to 
$65,000. We can start with 20 houses and go up to 50 which would speed up the rate we can help 
others. We would get the money for this by an increase in taxes which would also help the 
government get more money. Another result would be that the homeless population would decrease 
by 2517 people every 2nd year from the beginning. We would also pay the advisor and recruiter by 
those same taxes.  
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PProposal Author:  Casslyn Pedigo 

Delegation:         Sesser- Valier 

Proposal Topic:   Substance abuse continues to be a problem for teens across Illinois. 

Position Statement:    To inform the people of Illinois that substance abuse for teens continues to 

be a significant problem. Illinois does not provide adequate drug awareness programs in grades K-
12, and increased and targeted exposure to the dangers and possible outcomes of substance abuse 

should be part of the required curriculum in grades K-12 in Illinois schools. 

Proposal: 
1.  Schools should increase drug awareness education programs in grades K-12. Currently, due 

to state funding shortfalls, drug awareness programs such as D.A.R.E. and others are at risk of 

being cut entirely from the curriculum. 5.4 percent among 8th graders, 9.8 percent among 10th 
graders, and 14.3 percent among 12th graders are currently addicted to drugs.  

2.  The drug awareness and prevention programs should be more rigorous and provide 

testimonials from individuals in substance abuse recovery. Oftentimes, first- hand accounts of 
those who have experienced the pitfalls of substance abuse can have the greatest impact to curb 

teen substance abuse. 

3.  Teachers and coaches should continue to serve as positive role models in demonstrating a 
substance- free lifestyle. Teens model behaviors of those they trust, and teachers and coaches can 

affect teens in a positive way. If teens have negative examples to follow they will most likely have a 

negative attitude and make bad choices. 

4.  More attention should be given to outcomes of the drug awareness. Teachers, coaches, and 

other mentors tracking student data from those who have successfully completed the enhanced 

programs would help determine if the programs had long-range success. 

Expected Results: 

More students would have greater exposure to quality information with enhanced and increased 

substance abuse programs in Illinois. This information, presented as part of the required curriculum 
in grades K-12, would yield more positive results and lead to healthier lifestyles for students. 

Greater access to substance abuse information will enhance the quality of life for students across 

the state of Illinois. 
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PProposal Author(s): Nicole Potyra 

Delegation: Amos Alonzo Stagg High School 

Proposal Topic: What should Illinois do to lower STD and STI (Sexually Transmitted Diseases 

and Infections) rates? 

Position Statement:  To reduce STD rates, Illinois should put in effort to educate adolescents in 

high school with proper sexual education. High schools are failing to prevent STDs among teenagers 

because they are not teaching them how to practice safe sex, simply promoting abstinence. Forms of 

contraceptives like condoms should also be available in schools since most STD cases are among 

teenagers. Vaccines for certain STDs should also be offered to anyone. 

 

Proposal:   
1. Change mandatory health curriculum to include proper sex education as well as how to 

practice safe sex. 
 

2. Require a small funding change to include contraceptives such as condoms to become a readily 
available resource to students. 
 

3. Require health offices to inform their clients about the few vaccines that they can receive to 
reduce the amount of cases among STDs that have a vaccine. 
 
Expected Results:  
With more education of how to practice safe sex, STD rates with decrease greatly among teens. The 
availability of condoms will also decrease the amount of unprotected sex. Both of these changes 
would help decrease the already high amount rate of STDs among teens. Vaccines and information 
about them will also help reduce the rates of preventable STDs. Changing the stigma around sex 
being taboo will help make people safer. Illinois YMCA Youth and Government State Issues Forum 
Proposal. 
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PProposal Author(s):  Aneesa Rasheed  

Delegation:  Islamic Foundation School  

Proposal Topic:  School schedules need to be alternated to a four-day week schedule 
for the purpose of a more efficient school week for students.  

Position Statement: To inform the people of Illinois that the state school schedules right now aren’t 
working, and not feasible for hardworking pupils attending grade school. 

Proposal:   

1. The solution to this issue is having schools switch to a four-day week system with a three-day 
weekend, then it would fit into students’ lives much better. There are many benefits that come along 
with schools having a four-day week with a three-day weekend. The schools would not shut down 
on a Friday, there would still be office hours in the case of teachers needing to come in to grade or 
students wanting extra help.  

2. If schools were to switch to a four-day week, then students would function increasingly better 
academically and their achievement scores would rise dramatically based on studies that have been 
conducted.  

3. Making the transformation of the four-day week schedule can benefit a student by giving them the 
necessary relaxation time that everyone could use. In the case of young children who do not have 
anywhere to go on a Friday, there would still be teachers at school and one specialized for the 
subject of taking care of younger children similar to a day care.  

4. A child spending almost ten to twelve hours to school because of extracurricular activities can ruin the 
child’s relationship with their family because of little to no contact with them. While having an extra day 
of relaxation can regain the family bonding between the child and the parents/rest of the family.  

Expected Results:  
The transformation of the four-day week schedule can give students the proper solution of the 
unstable schedule. Students would have an extra day of leisure to solve concerns of stress and lack 
of family time. Allowing students to have a dependable break every week can resolve all of the 
complications that students are facing right now in Illinois with the school schedules.  
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PProposal Author(s): Zofia Rojszyk 

Delegation: Stagg 

Proposal Topic: Decrease Poverty and Homelessness 

Position Statement:  To inform the poeple of Illinois that poverty rates and homelessness is not 

only a problem but can be decreased. Illinois is not providing low income citizens with enough 

resources to help support their families. 

 

Proposal:   
1. Increase the amount of money given to homeless shelters. Homeless shelters can expand and 

take in more people from the streets. Giving the poeple a place to stay and letting them worry about one 
less thing. 
 

2. Create more section 8 housing. Build new neighborhoods that are afforable. So people are 
able to keep their homes or be rapidly rehoused if needed. 
 

3. Increasing the amount of money given to the Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program as 
well as increasing funding for food banks. SNAP will be able to increase the monthly benefit for each 
SNAP household. 
 

4. Poverty can be decreased by providing more money to low income citizens. using this money 
to train for higher paying jobs to help support their family. 
 

5. Increase minimuim wage in order to increase the amount of money each household brings. money 
brought into the houshold will not only help pay the bills to keep the house but it will also help decrease 
poverty. 
 
Expected Results:  

Poverty rates and homelessness will decrease. This could help more hard-working Americans enter 
the middle class. 
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PProposal Author(s):  Amina Shuaipaj 

Delegation:  Islamic Foundation School 

Proposal Topic:  what can Illinois government do to help the homeless and the people 
in poverty 
 

Position Statement:  Poverty is a vast issue in Illinois. It is the unfortunate reality that people 
everyday are able to witness many homeless people roaming the streets of Chicago. Society knows 
how common poverty is but aren't realizing how much it's affecting our environment and how big of 
a problem it is especially in the Chicago area. Although there are shelters and soup kitchens it's still 
not enough. The amount of shelters and soup kitchens we have can only do so much, and they are 
not sufficient to handle the population of poverty the Chicago area has.  The Illinois government 
needs to create more beneficial bills to help the percentage of poverty decrease.  
Proposal:   

1. The minimum wage in Illinois is $7.35-$8.75. According to center for poverty research the 
annual earnings for one whole year working 40 hours a week full time is $15,080. That is 
not abundant amount of money to support and individual or support ones family for food, 
shelter, transportation, clothing and bills. The government should change the minimum wage 
to $10 or more to benefit those who are going through a difficult time at the moment.  

2. Company's creating more job opportunities. By enhancing the choice of more job 
opportunities, it allows the homeless to find jobs more accessibly and allows them to find 
jobs that pay and don't require a diploma or intense labor.  

3. Granting paid sick days would benefit the homeless because when they get faced with sickness 
they have no control of there body getting sick. For them to get ill it would be a horrible 
situation because they need all the hours they can get to gain more money. If all these 
statements were to change by the government, Illinois rate of poverty would decrease 
extremely.  
 

Expected Results:  
Overall, there are so many people in poverty in the state of Illinois where it is affecting our 
environment around us. By these bills being passed to would decrease the percentage of poverty 
greatly.  The government can pass bills to increase minimum wage, supportive housing, create new 
jobs, and allowable paid sick days, having these will help homeless people enormously. If these bills 
do get passes people in poverty will live a better life. The government needs to take these 
statements into consideration to decrease the amount of homelessness that men and women are 
facing in Illinois. 
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PProposal Author(s): Allison Skly 

Delegation: Amos Alonzo Stagg High School 

Proposal Topic: (14) Illinois uses standardized testing (PARCC, SAT, etc.) to evaluate student 

learning and teacher performance. How should Illinois use these results to improve schools? 

Position Statement:  The tests should be used as a tool to evaluate how the students are 

understanding the curriculum, and not as a tool to dictate a school's funding or a student's 

progress. 

 

Proposal:   
1. 1. Tests should be used as feedback to determine how the state curriculum has been working 

for the students and educators of the state. 
 

2. The curriculum should be altered to the results of the test, allowing the assessment to be a 
standing point for how state administrators decide what should be required of future students 
 

3. The pressure of a test hurting students needs to be lifted. The test should not dictate any 
negative repercussions on the student or school, only help to improve learning. 
 

These tests should select students for special programs, and place students in specific groups to foster 
achievement where they are lacking. 
 
Expected Results:  
Future student and administrations will be better provided with the tools to teach the correct 
curriculum the correct way. Students will better understand material as it is adapted and changed 
and the student body will be more receptive of these ideas. 
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PProposal Author(s):  Adelyn Snow       

Delegation:  Sesser-Valier        

Proposal Topic:  What alternative schedules should illinois schools adopt to be more 

effective?(late start times, year round school or 4 day weeks with 3 day weekends.)       

Position Statement: Late start school days have been said to be best for student learning. Having 

late start school days from around 9:30-3:30 would improve student performances in important 

subjects such as English and Math, and can put an end to sleep deprivation in teenagers across 

America. 

 

Proposal:   
1. Not getting enough sleep can affect your health or your school work. For those who play sports 

typically have practice at night or a late game and on top of that, homework.  
2. Some high school students work jobs and some jobs work until 9 or 10 sometimes later, and that's 

not including the drive home from the job. 
3. Teenagers also have trouble falling asleep before 11pm. After being up late that night from work or 

sports it's hard to get up at 6 or 7 am and begin that routine all over  again. 
4. Studies show that the average student brain is not fully awake until 10 am- afternoon times so it is 

considered “cruel” to have teens getting up so early for school. 
5.  Schools are forcing students to function when their brains are not fully awake and the constant no 

sleep pattern can later on cause sleep deprivation.  
6. With the late start students will most likely be in better moods and have more positive attitudes 

towards learning. They will be more alert and able to experience their learning environment better. 
 
Expected Results:  

Students grades will increase and there will be a lack of tiredness. The students will be more aware 
and awake in class due to letting the brain fully awaken. Also, by letting the brain rest a few more 
hours it will help the students memorize more of what they are learning because they will be fully 
awake and functioning correctly. 
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PProposal Author(s): Savannah Staples       

Delegation: Sesser-Valier      

Proposal Topic:Intensify consequences in school for teen substance abuse      

Position Statement:  To decrease teen substance abuse by intensifying the consequences in 

schools. Teenagers are not taking the abuse of drugs seriously enough. By having harsher 

consequences, the use of drugs would become insignificant to adolescents and set a standard for 

the upcoming generations.  

Proposal:   
1. The driving privileges of students found abusing substances should be revoked until the student is 

completely free of drugs. After failing a drug test, the student should no longer be able to drive to 
school or to school-related events until they have passed a drug test taken through the school. If 
they are caught abusing any substances after that, their school-related driving privileges should be 
revoked for the rest of the academic school year. At the beginning of the next school year, if the 
student still attends high school, they should be required to take and pass another drug test to 
renew their driving privileges for that school year. Tests that affect a student's driving privileges 
should come from the money collected when a student buys a parking spot. If parking spots are of 
no cost an additional charge should be added when the student registers for school.   

2. Athletes that abuse substances poorly represent their school and are less likely to be in the right 
physical condition that their sports require. Each student wanting to participate in sports should be 
required to pass a drug test before being placed on the team. Drug testing should also be common 
throughout the sport season for athletes. If an athlete is tested and fails, they should be sit out 
from games or competitions and practices until they can be tested and pass. Initial tests should be 
funded by the school's athletic program, and any additional tests throughout the year due to 
suspension of substance abuse should be paid for by the sports fund itself.  

3. Students should be told the consequences for failing a drug test before they are tested. Knowing 
the consequences beforehand is a way to prevent substance abuse before it occurs. This 
information should also be reminded to the students periodically throughout the year, reminding 
them what is at risk if they are caught doing drugs or drinking alcohol.  
 
Expected Results:  

By having harsher consequences and making them known to students in schools, the abuse of drugs 
and alcohol is expected to noticeably decrease. Students and athletes alike will know the 
consequences and what is at stake before they participate in substance abuse. This will allow them 
to rethink drugs and alcohol before they ever come in contact with them, and by having more at 
risk, they are likely not to partake at all. 
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PProposal Author(s):  Gatha Sutaria 

Delegation:  Neuqua Valley High School       

Proposal Topic: Improving recidivism rates for Illinois prisoners    

Position Statement:   To reduce the 45% recidivism rate in Illinois. While Illinois’s crime rate 
decreased in 2012, Illinois had one of the nation’s highest increases in incarceration rate, 
indicating that the growing prison population is not a result of crime rate. Illinois’ prisons are 
overcrowded at nearly 148 percent capacity, the highest rate in the country, according to the 
Bureau of Justice Statistics, and operating the Illinois Department of Corrections cost taxpayers 
$1.4 billion in 2015, excluding billions of dollars spent on police, courts, and jail administration. 
Illinois should reduce reduce reliance on institutional corrections, such as jails and prisons, and 
instead facilitate self-sufficiency and rehabilitation. 

Proposal:   

1. Educational and vocational programs should be implemented in prisons. According to a study 
conducted by the nonpartisan Rand Corporation, every dollar invested in prison education programs 
saves $4 to $5 of expenditures on post-release incarceration by $4 to $5. Additionally, inmates 
who participated in such correctional programs had a 43 percent lower chance of recidivating than 
those who did not. 

2. To make it easier for offenders to find work after their sentence is fulfilled, community-based 
employment and re-entry programs should be instated and it should become easier for them to 
obtain a professional or business license. A July 2014 Illinois Results First Cost Benefit Analysis, 
produced by the Illinois Sentencing Policy Advisory Council (SPAC), identified Employment Training 
& Job Assistance in the Community as having the best benefit to cost ratio of any effort to reduce 
reconvictions. 

3. Restrictions placed on professional and business licenses that those with a felony record can 
obtain should be reduced to further enable offenders to become contributing members of society. 
Currently, each instance of recidivism costs an estimated $20,432 for forgone economic activity. 

4. A portion of the money currently being spent on increased prison budgets should be diverted to 
expand drug and mental health treatment in order to address the problems underlying many crimes. 
create alternatives to prison for those struggling with drug addiction. One such Illinois program, 
Adult Redeploy, costs just $4,400 a year per participant, compared to prison, which costs over 
$22,000 per inmate annually. 

 
Expected Results:  
The recidivism rate would reduce from 45%. Less money would be spent on increased prison 
budgets; currently each instance of recidivism in Illinois costs approximately $118,746 on average, 
according to a recent report by the Illinois Sentencing Policy Advisory Council. Additionally, it would 
help former offenders become self-sufficient and would potentially boost economic activity. A 
reduction in incarceration also contributes to lower crime rates, according to a report by the 
Sentencing Project, which examined examining states the significantly reduced their prison 
populations between 1999 and 2012. 
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PProposal Author(s): Gabriella Synadinos 

Delegation: Amos Alonzo Stagg High School 

Proposal Topic: What, if any, laws should be enacted to decrease poverty and homelessness 

in Illinois? 

Position Statement:  To inform the people of Illinois that passing certain laws can lead to a 

decrease in poverty and homelessness in Illinois. Illinois is failing at creating an appropriate budget 

and distributing reasonable amounts of money to various facilities and government-provided 

services. Officials need to take control and properly enforce laws that can alter the lives of 

numerous people. 

 

Proposal:   
1. Expenses, including taxes need to be adjusted to conform to the needs of every household. 

Citizens with low incomes should not be required to spend great amounts of money on taxes. 
Therefore, the government must enforce laws regarding the boundaries placed on tax amounts based 
on incomes to alleviate the household and prevent an increased poverty rate. 

2. The distribution of food stamps should be more strict. Many citizens that have been 
granted food stamps abuse them and have an ample income that proves no need for food stamps. 
The government must distribute the food stamps to those that evidently need them to aid in 
decreasing poverty. 

3. The State of Illinois should more carefully monitor spending. Plenty of money from the 
taxes families pay goes to city prisons. The prisons in our state have above satisfactory conditions. 
This can influence the homeless to commit a crime solely so that they can live in a facility with a 
habitable environment. More money needs to be directed towards creating facilities and services for 
the homeless. 

4. Individuals who claim to be in need of Section 8/ Public Housing need to be carefully 
screened to ensure that they are in need. This will lead to more needy families having a humane 
living environment and being provided with necessary services. 
 
Expected Results:  
There will be a decrease in the rate of poverty in Illinois and in the number of homeless people. 
Government-provided services including Section 8 Housing and Food Stamps will be given solely to 
those in need. 
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PProposal Author(s): Jeffrey Trux        

Delegation: Batavia       

Proposal Topic: Comprehensive sexual education is necessary for lower STD and STI rates in Illinois        

Position Statement: To inform the Illinois public and legislators that comprehensive sexual education is 
necessary for combating the spread of STDs and STIs such as HIV, syphilis, and chlamydia. Illinois sexual 
education classes fail to destigmatize minority sexualities, being lesbian, gay, bisexual, and transgender, and 
fail to inform those minority sexualities of proper protection from STDs and STIs. The state of Illinois must 
properly educate students about sexual health in order to reduce STD and STI rates from the current 
dangerously high rates.    

Proposal:   

1. Sexual education must begin at a much younger age. Consent, infatuation regarding both heterosexuality and 
minority sexuality, and sexual abuse must be discussed at an elementary school age to destigmatize minority 
sexualities, again being defined as lesbian, gay, bisexual, and transgender, and victims of sexual abuse in our 
children prior to the potential conflicts regarding those topics. It is imperative that schools discuss sexuality 
at a younger age as this can not only validate LGBT individuals but also teach those individuals to protect 
themselves from STDs or STIs that they are not properly educated about. Similarly, it must be legally 
mandated that sexual education be medically and scientifically accurate as well as factually correct as, 
without a basis in fact, education is completely useless at worst, propaganda at best.  

2. Contraceptives must be easily accessible so that they are used during sexual intercourse. Contraceptives 
must be destigmatized and should be provided in schools and at medical facilities so that individuals can 
anonymously acquire the means to partake in safe intercourse. It is simply not enough to assume that 
without condoms, sexual intercourse will not occur as this is simply false. Other countries, such as the 
Netherlands, provide contraceptives, such as condoms, in vending machines. Even more impressive is that, for 
adolescents, some contraceptive methods, such as the birth control pill, are free. Adopting a similar policy to 
this to allow for safer sexual intercourse is imperative in lowering the rate of STDs and STIs. 

3. The legalization and regulation of prostitution is an effective method to lower STD and STI rates. Legalizing 
and destigmatizing sex workers to allow them to seek medical attention for their sexual help will prevent the 
spread of what STDs and STIs they may acquire through their work. The taxation of the industry could be 
used to subsidize the purchase of contraceptives to promote safe sexual practices or to cover the costs of 
STD and STI testing. 

4. Testing for STDs and STIs must be free for all members of the Illinois population. Some STDs and STIs are 
asymptomatic and could be accidentally spread without any knowledge of any person involved having the 
ailment. Regardless of education level, if an individual is not aware that they have a particular STD or STI, 
they may well accidentally spread it. 

5. Additional funding and regulation of the criminal justice system to prevent rape within criminal justice 
institutions will allow for convicts to be protected from the spread of STDs and STIs which they could 
continue to spread after release. Training guards to prevent rape, as well as the distribution of 
contraceptives within criminal justice institutions to prevent unsafe sexual intercourse is necessary as it is 
illogical to assume that a blanket-ban will effectively prevent sexual intercourse from occurring. The members 
of the convicted population are also the least capable of protecting themselves, and are also the most at risk 
of STD or STI infection, so it is necessary to protect them. 

Expected Results:  
STD and STI prevalence will be significantly lower and teen pregnancy rates will drop drastically. More 
accessibility to and knowledge of contraceptives will also drastically reduce the number of unsafe abortions 
and maternal deaths while also destigmatizing minority sexual identities and sexual intercourse as a whole. 
Illinois will no longer maintain poor placement relative to other states with regards to STDs and STIs, and 
other states will look to Illinois policy to improve their own sexual health. Put simply, Illinois will be a leader 
in improving sexual health, sexual safety, and sexual equality within the United States, but also globally. 
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PProposal Author:  Lexi Udaykee  

Delegation:   Amos Alonzo Stagg High School 

Proposal Topic: What, if any, laws should be enacted to decrease poverty and homelessness in 

Illinois? 

Position Statement: To point out to the citizens of Illinois that there are more homeless people and 
there’s a high amount of poverty going on in Illinois. Illinois isn’t requiring enough shelter or proper 
care for the people that are in need. More upperclassman are getting what they need easily, while 
more people are struggling to make a living and stay under a roof of their own. 

 

Proposal:  

1. Look more into the American Recovery and Reinvestment Act as a chance to alleviate the poverty 
made worse by economic crisis. As of right now, this act isn’t as active as it should be. People in 

Illinois should be evaluating this act and putting in more ways to secure this act and make it a true 

act. 
2. Food stamps are a high point for people who need them. If more homeless people and the poverty 

rate is high, more of the people who don’t have food stamps deserve to have them so they can 

start off little and as they get more into business, they could be living healthy again. 
3. Expanding opportunities for the homeless and people struggling with poverty could be great for 

Illinois. With a bunch of people living on the streets, it could be changed by investing strategies to 

make work pay, expanding access to affordable housing, and help low-income people build the job 
skills to succeed in the workforce.  

4. Establishing legal entitlements would give homeless people and the struggling people chances to 
live freely and have the average living style than everyone else. 

 

Expected Results: From the government to the people around you, helping homeless people and 
people struggling with poverty could be an easy task to fix. If jobs were easier to withhold, homes 
cost less money, or even with an act of kindness could help boost the people struggling with this 
issue.  
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PProposal Author(s): Demetra Wojdula 

Delegation: Amos Alonzo Stagg High School 

Proposal Topic: (14) Illinois uses standardized testing (PARCC, SAT, etc.) to evaluate student 

learning and teacher performance. How should Illinois use these results to improve schools? 

Position Statement:  The tests should be used as a tool to evaluate how the students are 

understanding the curriculum, and not as a tool to dictate a school's funding or a student's 

progress. 

 

Proposal:   
1. Tests should be used as feedback to determine how the state curriculum has been working for 

the students and educators of the state. 
 

2. The curriculum should be altered to the results of the test, allowing the assessment to be a 
standing point for how state administrators decide what should be required of future students 

 
3. The pressure of a test hurting students needs to be lifted. The test should not dictate any 

negative repercussions on the student or school, only help to improve learning. 
 

4. These tests should select students for special programs, and place students in specific groups 
to foster achievement where they are lacking. 

 
Expected Results:  
Future student and administrations will be better provided with the tools to teach the correct 
curriculum the correct way. Students will better understand material as it is adapted and changed 
and the student body will be more receptive of these ideas.  
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Educating Young People about the Constitution

200 North Glebe Road, Suite 200, Arlington, VA 22203 Phone: 603 894 1776 www.BillofRightsInstitute.org

Bill of Rights 



Educating Young People about the Constitution

The Conventions of a number of the States
having, at the time of adopting the
Constitution, expressed a desire, in order to
prevent misconstruction or abuse of its
powers, that further declaratory and
restrictive clauses should be added, and as
extending the ground of public confidence
in the Government will best insure the
beneficent ends of its institution;

Resolved, by the Senate and House of
Representatives of the United States of
America, in Congress assembled, two thirds
of both Houses concurring, that the
following articles be proposed to the
Legislatures of the several States, as
amendments to the Constitution of the
United States; all or any of which articles,
when ratified by three fourths of the said
Legislatures, to be valid to all intents and
purposes as part of the said Constitution,
namely:

Amendment 1
Congress shall make no law respecting an
establishment of religion, or prohibiting the
free exercise thereof; or abridging the
freedom of speech, or of the press; or the
right of the people peaceably to assemble,
and to petition the government for a redress
of grievances.

Amendment 11
A well regulated militia, being necessary to
the security of a free state, the right of the
people to keep and bear arms, shall not be
infringed.

Amendment 111
No soldier shall, in time of peace be
quartered in any house, without the consent
of the owner, nor in time of war, but in a
manner to be prescribed by law.

Amendment 1V
The right of the people to be secure in their
persons, houses, papers, and effects, against
unreasonable searches and seizures, shall
not be violated, and no warrants shall issue,
but upon probable cause, supported by oath
or affirmation, and particularly describing
the place to be searched, and the persons or
things to be seized.



Educating Young People about the Constitution

Amendment V 
No person shall be held to answer for a
capital, or otherwise infamous crime, unless
on a presentment or indictment of a grand
jury, except in cases arising in the land or
naval forces, or in the militia, when in
actual service in time of war or public
danger; nor shall any person be subject for
the same offense to be twice put in jeopardy
of life or limb; nor shall be compelled in any
criminal case to be a witness against
himself, nor be deprived of life, liberty, or
property, without due process of law; nor
shall private property be taken for public
use, without just compensation.

Amendment V 1
In all criminal prosecutions, the accused
shall enjoy the right to a speedy and public
trial, by an impartial jury of the state and
district wherein the crime shall have been
committed, which district shall have been
previously ascertained by law, and to be
informed of the nature and cause of the
accusation; to be confronted with the
witnesses against him; to have compulsory
process for obtaining witnesses in his favor,
and to have the assistance of counsel for his
defense.

Amendment V 11
In suits at common law, where the value in
controversy shall exceed twenty dollars, the
right of trial by jury shall be preserved, and
no fact tried by a jury, shall be otherwise
reexamined in any court of the United
States, than according to the rules of the
common law.

Amendment V 111
Excessive bail shall not be required, nor
excessive fines imposed, nor cruel and
unusual punishments inflicted.

Amendment 1X
The enumeration in the Constitution, of
certain rights, shall not be construed to
deny or disparage others retained by the
people.

Amendment X
The powers not delegated to the United
States by the Constitution, nor prohibited
by it to the states, are reserved to the states
respectively, or to the people.
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IILLINOIS YMCA YOUTH AND GOVERNMENT
SPRINGFIELD ASSEMBLY

PARLIAMENTARY PROCEDURE TABLE FOR
ORDER OF PRECEDENCE OF MOTIONS

Vote
Required

Debatable Amendable May
Interrupt a
Speaker

MMaayy bbee
RReeccoonnssiiddeerreed

1. PRIVILEGED MOTIONS:
a. Time to adjourn Majority No Yes No No 
b. Adjourn Majority No No No No 
c. Recess Majority No Yes No  No 
d. Questions of Privilege Chair No No Yes No 

2. INCIDENTAL MOTIONS:
a. Point of Order Chair No No Yes No 
b. Div. Of Assembly Majority No No Yes No 
c. Div. Of Questions Majority No Yes No No 
d. Appeal from Decision of

Chair *
Majority Yes No Yes Yes

e. Object to Consideration 2/3 No No Yes No 
f. Withdraw Motion Majority No No No No 
g. Suspend Rules 2/3 No No No No 

3. SUBSIDIARY MOTIONS:
a. Lay on Table Majority No No No No 
b. Move Previous Question 2/3 No No No Yes 
c. Limit/Extend Debate 2/3 No Yes No Yes 
d. Postpone to Definite Time Majority Yes Yes No Yes 
e. Refer to Committee Majority Yes Yes No Yes 
f. Amend Majority Yes Yes No Yes 
g. Postpone indefinitely Majority Yes No No Yes 

4. MAIN MOTIONS:
a. Main Motion Majority Yes Yes No Yes 
b. Reconsider Majority Yes No Yes No 
c. Rescind Majority Yes Yes No Yes 
d. Remove from Table Majority No No No No 

* Requires 4 Seconds
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